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2003.9.20 Statement

Our struggle for the settlement of forced labor and comfort

women issues, and its future

Prepared by secretariat, Japan s national network to resolve the industrial forced

labor 1ssue.

(1) Final goal or the dead end-- Assessment of our activities at ILO Conference 2003

In March, 2003, the Committee of Experts for Application of Conventions and
Recommendations(CEACR) wrote an observation on Japan' s violation of the
Convention 29 for the 6th time in six years since 1997. The violation is about
“comfort women” and industrial forced labor during the wartime Japan. The
committee recommended the Japanese government to settle the matter in a satisfactory

manner to the victims.

Encouraged by the observation, we in alliance with South Korean labor unions as well
as a citizen' s group lobbied at ILO in June. We asked delegates of mternational trade
unions to support the agenda that the problem of Japan should be on the "individual
list” to be discussed in the plenary meeting. However, the result was disappointing.

Japan' s violation did not make the list again this year.

Workers' group agreed to put the case on the list. Even Rengo, the Japanese
conservative trade union, did not object it. However, the Japanese government objected
it fiercely. So did the Japanese employers. It was unfair, we felt. We had to wait for
two vears to put the case on the agenda.

We understand that the Japanese emplover’ s delegate argued as follows.

(1) Violation took place 60 vears ago while there is no violation in the present Japan.
So, there 1s no need to talk about because things were in the past.

_52_

(2) There is no provisions of compensation in the Convention 29. Neither does CEACR

recommend compensation in the observation. Again, there is nothing to discuss.

We would like to point out the defects in the employer’ s argument.

(3) The acts of violation are punishable under the Convention No.29. Unless the
violators were punished, the case of violation is not resolved yet . That means that

the Japanese government is still responsible for the violation.

(4) If the Japanese government cannot pumish those violators, alternative measures
should be taken to give relief to the vicims. And compensation 1s an alternative
measure. CEACR advised the government to pay compensation in the 1997
observation referring to the Article 1 (2) of the Convention 29.

This year, we asserted the above points m our report to CEACR. At the same time,
we explaned the new developments at the Japanese courts in the post-war
compensation cases.  Firstly, although the cowrt commented at the end of the
judgment that the legislative or administrative solution would be possible and desirable
after it rejected the demands of the Chinese victims in the case of Shanxi sexual
violence. Also in the case of Nishimatsu Construction Company, the presiding judge

intervened to have reconciliation by the authority vested in him.

The Japanese government has made things very difficult for us at ILO. But we are
not alone. At the general conference, the chairperson of CEACR sent the warning to
the Japanese government for not having shown any positive initiative. President of the
workers' group maintained that the matter should be discussed at the meeting the
next vear. We will keep fighting at ILO in sobdanty.

(2) Postwar Compensation Litigations— Changes in Judgments and the Future Prospect
We advance one step one day and the next day we step back or vice versa. For
example, the Japan’ s Supreme Court notified non—-acceptance of appeals of the

postwar compensation cases in March this vear. This 1s not right. We were angry.
We all thought that the judiciary tamely followed the administration. On the other
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