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origin. Based on the above principles, we have been fighting against various forms of discrimination based
on race and other reasons in Japan, which include; the people of Dowa regions, who have been historically
discriminated; the Ainu people, who have maintained their ethnic identity; Korean residents, the majority
of whom came to reside in Japan during 36 years of Japan's rule. Improvement has been certainly seen, but
discriminatory attitudes toward those people still exist among individuals in daily life. A gender-equal
society is another goal to be achieved.

In addition, there are reported incidents of human rights violation against foreigners among individuals
including discriminatory treatment, often due to the difference in language and culture and lack of mutual
understanding. Recognizing the urgent need for solutions, Japan has been striving to break a vicious circle
of prejudice, discrimination and poverty through legislative and administrative measures. Human rights
education and awareness-raising campaigns are particularly important in eliminating prejudice. Social and
grassmotsacﬁviﬁesbyNGOsalsoplayanimportantmleinﬂﬁsmnecﬁm

TheGoverrmmtof]apanisnﬁldngeffortstodevelopmeasmesonmdiesfarthosemare
discriminated based on various grounds. The Government intends to take additional remedial measures for
Hansen's disease patients who have experienced extremely severe prejudice and discrimination. On the
institutional level, a proposal to establish an independent Human Rights Committee in Japan is being
discussed to provide relief measures with effective investigatory procedure and remedial methods.

Madam President,

On this auspicious occasion, 1 hereby declare that the Japanese Government is firmly resolved to fight
againstdiscriminationandtocontinuetomakeeffortstoacl'ﬁeveasocietyinm&ﬁd\eachpe:sonis
resPechedasanmdi\ddualandcanquyrealizehisorherownhumnpotenﬁal.Th&seeﬁfortsarenot
limited to Japan, but should be extended to the rest of the world. Japan attaches great importance to the
concept of human security in eliminating discrimination from the world. This concept was developed to
deal with the difficulties confronting the vulnerable in an increasingly globalized world from the viewpoint
of ensuring the survival and dignity of individuals wherever they live. The fight against racism and
discrimination, I believe, requires this human-centered approach. We should feel the pain and alleviate the
sufferingofmosew}maredisa'iminated,andersuremattheycanpursuetheirljveswithdignitya.ndh-ee
from fear and want. From the viewpoint of enhancing human security, Japan is committed to intensify its
efforts to fight against discrimination through cooperation with other states, international organizations, and
every member of the civil society.

Most cruel form of human rights violation and discrimination has been experienced by people during
conflicts instigated by racial and ethnic animosities. In the face of the enormous devastation and violence,
reconciliation is easy to say but hard to achieve. I believe that coexistence and tolerance will be clues
toward the global peace and prosperity. We should endeavor to accept those who are different from us,
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respect difference, and live together in harmony. Then eventually, reconciliation will be achieved. To this
goal, every one of us should ask ourselves critically whether we are truly free from any smti.n-ent f
discrimination. The way ahead of us is far and difficult. With solid conviction and through pronnti;
mutual understanding, we shall overcome the evil of discrimination and create a truly coexistent soci X
which tolerates and respects difference and diversity. "
Thank you very much.

=od
GERMANY

Speech by
JOSCHKA FISCHER

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany

Madam Chair, / Ladies and Gentlemen,

Firstly I should like to congratulate you, Madam Chair, on your election as chairperson of this conference
I .should also like to thank the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson, and Ambassadol:
Diallo very much for their resolute commitment in the difficult run-up to this meeting. I also extend my
thanks to our host, the South African Government. South Africa has succeeded in liberating itself
peacefully and by its own energies from a dictatorship based on racism and in finding its way to a more
just society. The courage the South Africans have shown in reaching out to each other despite all the scars
of the past should be an incentive for us at this conference.

Racism and xenophobia have led humanity into the darkest depths, into mass slavery and colonialism, the
eradication of entire populations on several continents, or in more recent times the mass murders in
Rwanda and Burundi. The 20th century’s most terrible crime of all, however, took place in my country: the
genocide of six million European Jews, of Roma and Sinti. The memory of this act, which can in no .wa
be relativized, and the responsibility deriving from it will lastingly shape Germany’s policy. German)}:
therefore cannot accept the trivialization, relativization or even denial of the Holocaust, and it will
resolutely counter any such attempts.

At this conference we must begin with the past. In many parts of the world the pain of the persisting
COl'lSﬁ'quences of slavery and colonial exploitation still sits deep. Past injustice cannot be undone. But to
l'ecogmze guilt, assume responsibility and face up to historical obligations may at least give back to the
victims and their descendants the dignity of which they were robbed. I should therefore like to do that
here and now on behalf of the Federal Republic of Germany. Our historical responsibility in particular, but
also the universal principles of humanity and justice therefore demand of Europe today a special solid’aﬁty
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withthedevelopingcountries.OtupﬁIMgoth&lisregardm)stbetcflhdp&ﬂnovatmpovz;r:;
become integrated into the world economy and to strengthen their capacities for good govm‘:;“me

for action on their own responsibility. The Koln Debt Initiative for the poorest countries, as as s:pport
fortheNewAﬁ'icanhﬁtiaﬁve,ﬂieUNAIIEFm\dandttEahnofhalvingexm?ova'ql(tfyﬁma;er:
few examples of our solidarity. But we will certainly have to step up our efforts considerably in s

Tneshocldngirneaseinviolemeandhatredm&ENﬁddleEastﬁHsuswﬁfleed?;vesftcf)rlemT:;
many victims and their families on both sides have our deep sympathy. The \.ncnous l e ; ::oa s
finally be broken using all available means. The Israeli and the Pa'leshman peopes e
collective and individual security, to a life without fear, a life in dignity and offeru.1g prosfec:u t
children and grandchildren. This includes Israel’s right to exist, which ‘.Ne r?gard as inviolab .e, y equs:l:z
also the continuing and unqualified Palestinian right to self-determination, including the option of a state,
as the EU Berlin Declaration puts it.

The Mitchell Plan is the “road map", accepted by both sides, for ending the violence, 'buﬂdjng nev;
confidence and restarting the interrupted negotiations. There is no reasonable alterl'lathf.'. A br(:ls
international coalition, united as never before, is backing this approach. We call upon both sides, Isramh
and Palestinians, to begin the planned direct talks quickly. These talks must letad 'to succe&s Too m
depmdSOntheirsuccessforthepeopleoftheregiorL Wewillmkeour.conm’t.)u‘tlonmtllnsmd. ]
In contrast, polarizing the debate on the Middle East conflict or even sm.gullanzmgllsrae - ] vi};m
indirectly - here in Durban is, in the current situation, not conducive to building confidence an .i:.;aﬂ ureg
the peace process. One-sided condemnations will also jeopardize this conference, perhaps cause ;n o to
I therefore urgently appeal to all participants here, and especially to our Arab ané PalcvﬂsuTnanl.'a fagled
ward off this danger to the success of the confereme Two World Conferences against Ra::nea vel N
aheady.Hithapmeagaim&elosastdagainbemosewmwemtogetl'ner vouring

protecoppressed and degraded across the world.

anc:l?za(:::\u;nd migration are leading to the emergence of multicultural and multiethnic soc.ietles. act:;l
the world. This is very enriching for each and every one of us. The related fears of 1088 of ldent::rtzmsts
security are, however, also a source of hatred and violence against foreigners. 'Today right-wing ex o
and racist groups spread their ideas via the Internet and other new medlla, tl:ms sh'engthatnngombat
cooperation at international level too. This World Conference must focus primarily on ways to ¢
ﬂmemwfom‘rsofracismandxemphobia.Fortl'liswillbetl'nechallengeothefuhne. -
Racismandxemphobiaareabittermaﬁtyinmycounhﬁes.WeGmrfansamouhaged ﬂ
ashamed that violence against and hatred of foreigners are again uweasmg in f:‘ennany. Our state. e
society therefore pledge to fight categorically against all forms of right-wing extremism, r:ndafn;t o
anti-Semitism, This requires a tough, unequivocal approach by the state towards perpetrators,
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same time education and persuasion. Germany today devotes particular attention to issues relating to
integration. Unfortunately, foreigners in our country often still encounter a climate of prejudice and
arrogance. The Federal Government has reformed the outdated German nationality law and made
naturalization easier. It is now easier for asylum-seekers and refugees to enter the labour market. Proposals
for modern regulations orb migration to Germany are currently being drawn up. We very much hope that

all this will help bring about greater acceptance of people of foreign origin in Germany. Nevertheless,
much remains to be done.

Xenophobia has a lot to do with ignorance. Education and information are therefore extremely important.
The more we can do to persuade young people in particular of the importance of respecting the rights and
dignity of others, the greater the chance that we can overcome prejudice. Educational measures, particularly

those making use of the digital media, must therefore be a focus of our efforts, at both national and
international level.

The double discrimination - on grounds of race and gender - that many women and girls throughout the
world have to endure deserves particular condemnation. Millions of women and girls throughout the

world are still being treated like people stripped of dignity, refused the right to determine their own social

and economic lives and deprived of an education. The trade in women and girls is a loathsome form of
slavery.

A few days ago, the Federal Government made a declaration pursuant to Article 14 of the UN Anti-Racism
Convention, thus recognizing the right of individuals to submit petitions under the Convention. In this
way, we want to make a concrete German contribution towards the success of this conference, and we
hope that other states will follow our example. The accession of as many states as possible to the
Anti-Racism Convention and its translation into national law must be central objectives of this conference.
The diversity of humanity is a gift, not a threat. Let us therefore try our utmost to develop a, concrete plan
of action which will give us orientation and assistance to overcome the burning problems of today and
tomorrow. If we succeed in this, Durban will be an important beacon of hope for a more humane world.
Learning from the past means shaping a better future. That must be the aim of this conference.

ulY
HOLY SEE

Intervention of

Archbishop Diarmuid MARTIN

Permanent Observer of the Holy See

to the United Nations Office and Other International Organizations in Geneva
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Mr President,

The Delegation of the Holy See wishes in the first place to express its appreciation to the government and
peopleofSouthAfrica,thehostcolmh'yofﬂﬁsWorldefemnce. South Africa is our host not just
physically. Its own history, experience and hopes make it truly the host, and the inspiration of the lofty
ideals which inspire our work and our commitment.

The ethical foundations of a new world community

The Durban World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance
presents a significant challenge to the world community at the beginning of a new Millennium. While the
ﬁtleofomCmﬂerenceisfomnﬂatedinmgaﬁvetems,theclmllmgewefaceisapositiveme.Theﬁ@t
against racial discrimination is above all about how we wish to structure the interaction of individuals and
peoplesatthebegimﬁngofamwoenmryandanewnﬁllem\iumRacismisasinltisﬁmdamentallya
lie, a concept deliberately invented to create division in humanity. This Conference must be about the
truth: the truth concerning human dignity, the truth concerning the fundamental unity of the human
family. This is a Conference about the ethical foundations of a new world community. From an honest
appraisaloftheerrorsandpractioesofthepast-andmdeed,letitbesaid,ofthepresent-wenmst
togetherboldlyseekadiffemtfuture,inwiﬁcheachpersonandeadipeoplewﬂlbemcogrﬁsedand
fostered in their unique dignity and in their inalienable rights.

Despite this contemporary period of unprecedented humanitarian and scientific progress, we have to admit
that all too many dimensions of our world community are still marked by exclusion, division and crass
inequality, with consequent dramatic human suffering. Nor can we forget that the recent past has
witnessed actions aimed not only at exclusion but at the very extermination of entire peoples. The
dmﬂengeofthenewoennnyistoemweﬂ\atﬂﬁswiﬂneverhappenagain, and to draw up, as it were,
a new world map, one which registers not division or domination, but a fruitful interaction of peoples
founded on equitable just and fraternal relations in solidarity.

Individual and collective conversion of hearts

The Holy See recognises the irreplaceable contribution which the United Nations family has made and is
making in addressing inequality and exclusion in today’s world. This Conference, however, will hopefully
mark a new and significant step in the efforts of the community of nations. It begins to touch the most
central and the deepest dimensions of what is needed to fight racial discrimination and to build a more
just world. The Conference invites each of us, as individuals and as representatives of nations and peoples,
to examine the sentiments that are in our own hearts. Without an individual and collective conversion of
heart and attitude, the roots of hatred, intolerance and exclusion will not be eliminated, and racism will
continue to raise its ugly heaclagainandagaminthenextcmmryasithasinthecenmrytkmhasjust
ended.
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ﬂmmbwworkof&ne@nfmhasshown&atﬁﬁsismtaneasy process. It requires that we
exammether'ealltyoflustory,notinordertobetmppedinthepast,buttobeabletobeginhonestlyto
construct a different future. Pope John Paul II has noted: "One cannot remain a prisoner of the past:
m.dmdua]s and peoples need a sort of ‘healing of memories. 1 Evidently there can be no such healing
without a vigorous recognition of the truth of historical realities. The healing of memory requires that we
honestly amse our personal, community and national history and admit those less noble aspects which
have contributed to the marginalization of today, but in such a way as to reinforce our desire to make the
era of -globalisation an era of encounter, inclusion and solidarity.

Migrants, refugees and their families

11‘1 its- contribution to the preparatory work of this Conference, the Holy See has particularly stressed the
situation of migrants, refugees and their families. Migration will be one of the typical characteristics of a
globalised world. It can be a phenomena which generates prosperity, helps reduce global inequalities and
enh‘:imes encounter among peoples and cultures. As the recent document which the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace, published as a contribution to this Conference, notes, "increased human mobility
demands more than ever an openness to others'2. But today the migrant, especially one who comes from
a diff‘eremt cultural background, can easily become the object of racial discrimination, of intolerance, of
ex’pl‘mtation and of violence. In the case of undocumented migrants the person may not even l;:ive
minimum redress with the appropriate authorities. The Conference must constitute a clear reaffirmation of
the fundamental human rights of all migrants, regardless of their immigration status. It must indicate the
broad lines for an effective national and international application of those rights. At the same time, the
fight against racism will require an intensive and balanced programme of education concerning migra’ticm.

The fundamental role of education

A further theme which the Holy See has wished to stress particularly during this Conference is that of the
fundamental role of education in the fight against racism. Such education must begin in the family. It is
in the family that the child first understands the concept of the other. It is in the family that the other
becomes truly a brother or sister. The family itself must be the first community of openness, welcome and
solidarity. The family must be the first school in which the roots of racist behaviour are f’in'nly rejected
Education against racial intolerance must become a clear pillar of all dimensions of education, both in the

Scl'.tool and in broader society. Such an education must address the ethical foundations which enhance the
unity of the human family.

A S}?ecial responsibility rests with those who have responsibility for the formation of public opinion. Mass
media have a special responsibility to avoid any provocation of racism sentiments. All forms of racial
Stereotyping or efforts at inciting rejection or hatred though racial discrimination must be rejected right
from their first appearance. Human rights education must become a fundamental dimension of educational
Programmes, as well as in the professional formation of certain categories whose work can help prevent
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racial discrimination, such as mass media, or which have a special responsibility to protect victims, such as
the judiciary or law enforcement officers.

ibuti ibility of religious communities .
"IT: C:Ir:):bust:eonh::d ﬁr?allpo;,ls espeaaty' Ily aildressed the contribution and the responsibility thnm:;?ju;
communities in the fight against racism. In speaking of this Conference some days ago, Po;: Jo it
made an appeal to all believers, noting that we cannot truly call on G(.)d, the father of all bev; F
treatinabmtherlywayanyperson,createdinﬂwimageofcod,Relig:onhasal?t.oooften explrecau
as a means to further deepen existing political, economic or social divisions. Reh'gl-ous leac‘iers- ml::() S
that all religions by their nature appeal to the unity of the human race True‘rehglo?s'behefdilasla e EH;
incompatible with racist attitudes and racist practices. Recent expenences. of n.lter-rehieous . c:;;:xown .
the hope of greater understanding among religions. In many recent ccmﬂlct.s, in fact,' a:;uty .
religious leaders has been a significant factor in preventing or reducing conflict in g

reconciliation.

Let us hope, Mr President, that this United Nations Conference against l?\*acism Radalofﬁélals.cnnume trnr:l,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance will mark a historic moment, fromwl'nch a culture ogu : on);
assume a new relevance: dialogue among religions, dialogue among cmhzahon's, c'halogue among n:ma d
and within nations. MayoneofthefmitsoftheConfermcebethebeg;mungsofane.w Wl,l
international cooperation between governments, civil society, religious groups an-d. the ;n;ss uﬂr;nkxedf\;l asWhiih
as farseeing and courageous individuals, to work together to help conslatruct a vision o A

truly lives in unity. This is, in fact, God's design for the human family.

LiDlIo}
NAMIBIA

STATEMENT BY
HON DR E. N. TJIRIANGE,
MINISTER OF JUSTICE OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA

TM:edaﬁTst and second World Conferences Against Racism were held far av\‘fay from Southern Aﬁ'ica;l:
sub-region whose people have been victims of racism and racial discrimination. These Cx:infe:‘\ce: w t
held at a time when the people of Zimbabwe, Nanﬂbiaandyourownc.oum?'y wenalgh i;ﬁ
colonialism and apartheid. How fitting it is then, that the third Conference is being he%d 111 Soume Uniteé
a country whose people gallantly fought against apartheid, a system which our Orgamzau; -
Nations, declared a crime against humanity. We congratulate you and your bureau Vi

cmﬁdmﬂmatunderyomguﬂmme&e&rﬁmemevﬂﬂmachasum&ssﬁﬂcmﬂusimﬂﬁsistheﬁ:st.
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World Conference of the new millennium, the millennium of the African Renaissance, African Recovery
and Reawakening, therefore, Africans and people of African descent in particular, expect tangible results
from this World Conference. Indeed, the world’s eyes are focused upon Durban. Therefore, Durban should
be the turning point against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, recording
humanity’s zero tolerance against these evils.

Needless to say, Africa suffered most from these crimes against humanity. The African Ministers at their
meeting in Dakar in January this year stated that slave trade is a unique historical tragedy in the history
of humanity, a crime against humanity which is unparalleled, particularly its transnational dimension and
the negation of the human nature of victims. Equally, colonialism and wars of conquest, in particular in
those countries of white settler colonialists, were of genocidal proportions and the humanity of the
colonized was totally negated. As it is well known this was particularly the case with institutionalized
racist system of apartheid in South Africa and Namibia, which the world determined to be a crime against
humanity. These are the historical facts, which the World Conference must take into account for us to take
an effective approach to racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. It will be noted
that apart from the injustices of slavery, colonialism and wars of conquest, Africa today continues to suffer
from foreign and unjustly exploitation of its enormous resources, subjected to the dumping of unwanted
surplus arms as a result of the end of the Cold War, further subjected to unfavourable international
economic environment and unjustifiable foreign debts.

In this respect, the World Conference must declare solemnly that the international community as a whole
fully recognizes the historical injustices of the slave trade, colonialism and the wars of conquest. I am not
standing here to narrate forgotten history. I am honouring the people of Namibia who were subjected to
colonialism and apartheid as indeed the entire African continent was subjected to slavery and colonialism.
A people who until the 21st Century live with the effects of these evils. It is in this context that my
delegation further endorses the African position that the recognition of slave trade, colonialism and wars of

conquest would be hollow and meaningless without an explicit apology by those who committed these
injustices against fellow human beings.

But, Madam Chairperson, such an apology will be an exercise in futility if no mechanism is put in place
for compensation and reparation. Otherwise this World Conference will be condemned by future
generations. The Namibian Delegation will leave the modalities of how such compensation and reparation
will be made operational to appropriate United Nations agencies. To this end, the African proposal, namely
the establishment of an International Compensation Scheme and a Development Reparation Fund is a
Starting point. It should be emphasized that the World Conference cannot work out the details of how such
Teparation or what ever the consensus will be, but just the principle. As the Conference is aware the
qQuestion of reparation and compensation is central to long lasting containment of racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.
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Madam Chairperson,

Let me emphasize that colonialism and apartheid in Namibia meant dispossession, dehumanization, divide
and rule, to mention but some. Therefore when we in Africa emphasize these issues in the outcome of this
Conference, it is not a sheer obsession with the past, but the reality we live. Our past, our history provides
the link to that bright future we continue to seek. The slave trade cannot be denied or belittled, for the
suffering of and enduring consequences to the Africans and people of African descent are too grave to

ignore.

Madam Chairperson,
Letmemwhunmamﬂ\erin‘nportantissuebefomtheConference-Lhesil-ualionofti'uelf’aleﬁtirﬁaminthe

Occupied territories. The question of Palestine has throughout the second half of the last century generated
comernstotl'neinternaﬁonalccrnmmﬁty.Therecmti:neaseintheterﬁionhasbeenofparﬁcularcomem
to the international community. Therefore, in the view of my delegation the ongoing increase in violent
confrontation in Palestine is an issue a conference on racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related
intolerance cannot but consider. With so many lives having been lost in recent months, the continued
violation of the human rights of the Palestinian people is an issue this World Conference must consider.

Finally, let me allude to a factor, which if left unchallenged, have the capacity to affect the World
Conference, namely, the fear of the unknown with regard to reparation and compensation. Such unfounded
fear that compensation and reparation for the Africans and people of African descent by those countries
who practiced and benefited from these crimes will reduce their living conditions. Such false and
unfounded fear creates mistrust and suspicion. Those of us who were subjected to the racist apartheid
system understand very well what unfounded fear can lead to. The white racist settlers during the
apartheid era had a fear of the numerical stnength of the blacks, what they term "swart gevaar’ black peril.
That was a fear based on the injustices they inflicted upon the black people. But as we know, principled
leadership has no time for revenge. And upon the defeat of apartheid, the leadership of Namibia and
South Africa embarked upon the policy of reconciliation. That is a lesson the Conference could well note.

Madam Chairperson
Africans and people of African descent and, indeed, all the people who suffered from slavery, colonialism

and wars conquest are part of the global village. But for the global village to be harmonious and forward
looking the injustices of the past cannot and should not be ignored or merely glossed over. For if we did,

history will judge us harshly...
I thank you.

B AERISIIS
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION
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PALESTINE NATIONAL AUTHORITY

HE. YASSER ARAFAT

President of the State of Palestine,

Gm@ of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization,
President of the Palestine National Authority

il Rob]]mrll

It is my‘ great pleasure and delight to be with you, side by side with my friend President Thabo Mbeki
the. F“remdent of South Africa, which has once and forever liberated itself from the detested racism and th;
policies f)f ra?ial discrimination. It is my sincerest hope that this Third World Conference against al?acism
and Rac-lal Discrimination will be a decisive historical turning point on the international level in doin

away with all forms of racial discrimination and racism. i

[ corne. to you from my homeland, Palestine, which is tormented by racial discrimination, occupation
aggr-essmn. and settlements. It is my hope that this esteemed conference‘wﬂl make the final word, thepaworc;
of ng-ht,. history and justice, on this bloody tragedy to which our people have been subjected. It is a racist
colonialist conspiracy of aggression, forced eviction, usurpation of land and mfrmgement upon tli

Christian and Islamic holy places, in Al-Quds Ash- i
- p -Quds Ash-Shareef, Bethlehm, Beit Jala, Beit Sahoor, Hebron and

The conspi.racy against our people thwarted all international resolutions, which provide the only basis for
pfalce and justice. As a result of this colonialist challenge against international legitimacy, the governments
;acf:erl[he us;J:: be(:;uroLrl-lrghts,t land and natural resources They destroyed many Christian and Islamic holy
it water. They turned a majority of our people into refugees in the region and the
. » deprived of return to their homeland and to their homes even after the adoption of Resolution 194
WluLh.guarantef:d their right of return. Indeed the Government of Israel is now undertaking mlhta.r}:
ﬁlaho.n and imposing an econorlnjc, financial, provisions-supply and medical siege against our people
against all of our towns and villages as well as against our farms and industrial establishments, which
they are destroying by all kinds of the American war machine, including those internationall ;n:'ted
Our people have condemned equally all the racist practices and crimes and racist practices dxr:cpm 1' ’
the Jews in modern history. ’ B

Our Palestini

- alestmlsan people face today the severest military campaign run by the Government of Israel headed

Somﬁham he declares to the world, in a challenging and insolent manner, her rejection of political
ons and agreements as well as her insistence on a military solution that has brought disasters and
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destruction to our land and people, and the liquidation and assassination of their leaders, the last of whom
was the heroic martyred leader, Abu Ali Mustafa, the Secretary General of the Popular Front. This brutality
and arrogance are moved by a mentality of superiority that practices racial discrimination, that adopts
ethnic cleansing and transfer, and that protects the daily attacks carried out by the settlers against our

people.

Our Palestinian people who are suffering as a result of this severe occupation, these settlements and racial
discrimination look forward towards this conference to stand on their side, with right, justice and
international legitimacy which are trampled upon by Israel. The aim of this Government is to force
our.people to their knees and to make them surrender in order to continue her occupation, settlements and
racist practices, so as to liquidate our people by carrying out the Orainim (i.e. Hell) plan which were
declared by Sharon, the head of the Government of Israel, before the Israeli Knesset and by the Chief of

staff of his army.

The ongoing Israeli aggression against our people does not aim, as the Government of Israel claims, at
ensuring the security of Israel and that of her citizens. This savage aggression aims at maintaining
occupation and settlements, and continuing the aggression against our land and our Christian and Islamic
holy places. It should be known that the security of Israel and the Israelis, and that the just and
com ive peace in the region, the peace of the brave, which I and my late partner Rabin signed, can
be achieved through the Israeli withdrawal, the removal of the settlements from our land and the
implementation of the signed agreements and the resolutions of international legality.

Condemnation of the Israeli occupation and its racist practices and laws, which are based on racism and
superiority, is considered today an urgent demand by our people. It also represents a strong support for
their just and legitimate struggle to liberate their land from the Israeli occupation, to exercise their
legitimate right to self-determination and to establish their independent state, with Holy Jerusalem as its
capital, and to the right of the refugees to return to their land. We continue to look forward to the return
of the path of peace to achieve these legitimate goals within a just comprehensive and lasting peace for all
the people of our area.

This historical conference represents a decisive historical turning point in the position of all humanity
vis-vis discrimination and racist practices which are all incorporated in the Israeli occupation of and
settlements in our homeland, Palestine. The decisions of this historical conference cannot but be a start for
a universal international as well as popular move to do away with the last vestiges of colonialism in our
contemporary world, namely the Israeli settler occupation of our homeland, Palestine, and to enable our
people get their right of freedom, independence and sovereignty, like other peoples in the world.

Thank you for your attention and I wish this historical conference success.

F—
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ISRAEL

Statement by Rabbi Michael Melchior
Deputy Foreign Minister of the State of Israel

Madame Chairperson. Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen.
1 S
. C\: the honour to represent Israel at this important gathering, and I am proud to deliver this statement
;e o w§ t(;t have been presented by Israel's Deputy Foreign Minister Rabbi Michael Melchior. Rabbi
or 1s not participating in this conference because: of i i
' ok use: of the negative developments which appear to be

Why, when the world was created, did God create just one man, Adam, and one Avoman, Eve? The

ThlS Conference was dedicated to that simple proposition. We, all of us, have a common lineage, and are
all, irrespective of race, religion or gender, created in the divine; image. Indeed, this single idea, unknown

to all other ancient civilizations, may be the greatest gift that the Jewish people has given to the world, the
recognition of the equality and dignity of every human being, ’

The f.orernost right that follows from this principle is the right to be free, not to be a slave. It is imperative
that international community address and duly acknowledge, already far too late, the magnitude of the
tragedy of slavery. The horror of slavery is profoundly engraved in the experience of the Jewish le -
a people formed in slavery. For hundreds of years the children of Israel were enslaved in Egypt m as

t]_E . !
‘ I.fiook of Exodus recounts, the call: ‘Let my people go" heralded the first national liberation movement
In history, and the model for every liberation which was to follow.

The. Jewish response to slavery was remarkable. Rather than forget or sublimate the suffering of slave
JewTsh tradition insisted that every Jew must remember and relive it. And to this day, on Passover, ev :
Jewish family reenacts the experience of slavery, eats the bread of affliction, and appreciiates once a ’in z
taste of freedom. Through the ages of our exile this psychodrama has had a profound impact on meg‘}em h
psyche: making sure that every child born into comfort knows the pains of oppression, and ev cthd
born if"lto oppression knows the hope of redemption. But remembrance of our suffering as slavzyhas a
mf)re important function - to remind ourselves of our moral obligations. The experience of oppression
b&:ngs no privilege, but rather responsibility. We have a responsibility to protect the weak, the widow and
- Orf:»han and the stranger, because as the Bible says: "You yourselves were strangers in the land of
8YPt." Even God, in the first and most fundamental of the 10 commandments, :identifies Himself not as
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“Creator of the World’ or ‘Splitter of the Red Sea’. but as "the One who freed you from slavery.

And indeed in every country in which they have lived, Jews have been in the forefront of the battle for
human rights and freedom from oppression. The same urge for national liberation, that led to the Exodus,
and that led to the Zionist dream that Jews could live in freedom in their land, was intrinsically bound up
with the belief that not just one people, but all peoples must be free. It was this conviction that Theodor
Herzl, the founder of the Zionist movement, expressed in his book Allneuland, as early as 1902: There is
still one problem of racial misfortune unsolved. The depths of that problem only a Jew can comprehend.
I refer to the problem of the Blacks. Just call to mind all those terrible episodes of the slave trade. of
human beings who merely because they were black were stolen like cattle. taken prisoners. captured and
sold. Their children grew up in strange lands, the objects of contempt and hostility because the:r
complexions were different. I am not ashamed to say, though I may expose myself to ridicule for saying
so, that one I have witnessed the redemption of Israel, my people, I wish to assist the redemption of the
Black people. As Herzl understood, remembrance of slavery is integral to the Jewish experience. A Jew
cannot be truly free if he or she does not have compassion on those who are enslaved.

Madame Chairperson.

If slavery is one form of racist atrocity, antisemitism is another. And by antisemitism, let us be clear, we
mean the hatred of Jews. The word ’antisemitism’ was deliberately coined in 1879 by Wilhelm Marr, an
anti-Jewish racist in Germany, to replace the term judenhass, Jewhatred, which had gone out of favor. It
has always, and only, been used to describe hatred and discrimination directed at Jews. Attempts to
eradicate the plain meaning of the word are not only antisemitic, indeed they ate anti-semantic. Those
uncomfortable recognizing the existence of antisemitism not only try to redefine the term, they try to deny
that it is different from any other form of discrimination. But it is a unique form of hatred. It is directed
at those of particular birth, irrespective of their faith, and those of particular faith, irrespective of their
birth. It is the oldest and most persistent form of group hatred; in our century this ultimate hatred has led
to the ultimate crime, the Holocaust. But antisemitism goes far beyond hatred of Jews. It has arisen where
Jews have never lived, and survived where only Jewish cemeteries remain. And while Jews may be r.he
first to suffer from its influence, they have rarely been the last. Antisemitism reveals the inner corruption
of a society, because at its root it is fueled by a rejection of the humane and moral values the Jemsh
people bequeathed to the world. As Anne Frank, the Jewish schoolgirl in hiding from the Nazis in
occupied Amsterdam, wrote in her Diary:

If we bear all this suffering and if there are still Jews left, when it is over, then Jews, instead of being
doomed, will be held up as an example. Who knows, it might even be our religion from which the world
and all peoples learn good., and for that reason only do we now suffer.

Anne Frank was murdered by the Nazis in Bergen-Belsen for being a Jew, just one of over one million
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Jewish children to be killed in the Holocaust.

Those who cannot bring themselves to recognize the unique evil of antisemitism, similarly cannot accept
the stark fact of the Holocaust, the first systematic attempt to destroy an entire people. The past decade has
witnessed an alarming increase in attempts to deny the simple fact of this atrocity, at the very time that
the Holocaust is passing from living memory to history. After wiping out 6 million Jewish lives, there are
those who would wipe out their deaths. At this Conference too, we are witnessing a vile attempt to
generalize and ;pluralize the word ‘Holocaust, and to empty it of its meaning as a reference to a specific
historic event with a clear and vital message for all humanity. Could there be anything worse than to
brutally, systematically annihilate a people; to take the proud Jews of Vilna, Warsaw, Minsk, Lodz to burn
their holy books. to steal their dignity, their freedom, their hair, their teeth: to turn them into numbers, to
slaves. to the ashes of Auschwitz, Treblinka. Majdanek and Dachau’? Could anything be worse that this?
And the answer is yes, there is something even worse: to do such a thing, and then to deny it. to trivialize
it, to take from the mourners, the children and the grandchildren, the legitimacy of their grief, and from
all humanity the urgent lesson that might stop it happening again.

Madame Chairperson,

The 20th century which witnessed the atrocities of the Holocaust also witnessed the fulfillment of the
Zionist dream, the reestablishment of a Jewish state in Israel’s historic land. For Zionism is quite simply
that - the national movement of the Jewish people, based on an unbroken connection, going back some
4000 years, between the People of the Book: and the Land of the Bible. It is like the liberation movements
of Africa and Asia, the national liberation movement of the Jewish people. And it is a movement of which
other national liberation movements can be justly proud. It has strived continually to establish a society
which reflects highest ideals of democracy and justice for all its inhabitants, in which Jew and Arab can
live together, in which women and men have equal rights, in which there is freedom of thought of
expression, and in which all have access to the judicial process to ensure these rights are protected.

The aspiration to build such a society was enshrined from the outset in Israel's Declaration of
Independence:

The State of Israel... will foster the development of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitant: it will
ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants, irrespective of creed, race or
gender; it will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, language, education and culture.

It is a tall task. It is a constant struggle. And we do not always succeed. But, even in. the face of the open
hostility of its neighbors and continued threats to its existence. there are few countries that have made such
efforts to realize such a vision. Few countries of Israel’s age and size have welcomed immigrants from over
one hundred countries, of all colors and tongues, sent medical aid and disaster relief to alleviate human
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tragedy wherever it strikes, maintained a free press, including the freest Arabic press anywhere in the
Middle East.

And yet those who cannot bring themselves to say the words ‘the Holocaust'. or to recognize antisemitism
for the evil that it is. would have us condemn the ‘racist practices of Zionism'. Did any one of those Arab
states which conceived this obscenity stop for one moment to consider their own record? Or to think, for
that matter, of the situation of the Jews and other minorities their own countries? These states would have
us believe that they are anti-Zionist, not antisemitic, but again and again this lie is disproved. What are the
despicable caricatures of Jews that fill the Arab press, and are being circulated at this conference. What are
the vicious libels so freely invented and disseminated by our enemies - about the use of poison gas, or
depleted uranium, or injecting babies with the Aids virus - if not the reincarnation of age-old antisemitic

canards?

To criticize policies of the Government of Israel - or of any country - is legitimate, even vital: indeed as
a democratic state many Israelis do just that. But there is profound difference between criticizing a country,
and denying it's right to exist. Anti-Zionism, the denial of Jews the basic right to a home, is nothing but
antisemitism, pure and simple. As Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote:

You declare. my friend, that you do not hate the Jews, you are merely ‘antiZionist'. And I say. let the truth
ring forth from the high mountaintops. Let it echo through the valleys of God's green earth: When people
criticize Zionism they mean Jews... Zionism is nothing less than the dream and ideal of the Jewish people
returning to live in their own land..and what is anti-Zionism? 1t is the denial to the Jew of the
fundamental right that we justly claim for the people of Africa and freely accord to all other nations of the
globe. It is discrimination against Jews because they are Jews. In short it is antisemitism.

The venal hatred of Jews that has taken the form of anti-Zionism, and which has surfaced at this
Conference is, however, different in one crucial way from the antisemitism of the past. Today it is being
deliberately propagated and manipulated for political ends. Children are not born as racists, racism is a
result of lack of education and political manipulation. And today generations of Palestinian children are
being deliberately and systematically indoctrinated, with textbooks stained with blood libels, and children’s
television programs dripping with hatred. This high-risk strategy is bound to fail, but it will exact a heavy

price.

The conflict between us and our Palestinian neighbors is not a racial, and has no place at this Conference.
It is political and territorial, and as such can and should be resolved to end the suffering and bring peace
and security to the Israeli and Palestinian peoples. The path towards such a resolution is clear: an
immediate cessation of violence and terror and a return to negotiations as recommended by the Mitchell
Committee Report which both parties have accepted. The outrageous and manic accusations we have heard
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here are attempts to turn a political issue into a racial one, with almost no hope of resolution. I will not
refer here, Madam Chairperson, to the disappointing and hate filled statements we have heard from the
Head of the Palestinian Authority. Rather than to utilize this vital forum to inspire his own people, and the
people of the world to seek peace, honour and harmony, he chose this podium to incite bitterness and
hatred. Another missed opportunity by the leader of the Palestinian people.

Madam Chairperson,

Barely a year ago, at Camp David, the Israeli Government demonstrated its deep commitment to peace by
offering our Palestinian neighbours far-reaching compromises. These compromises, you will recall, were
applauded by the entire international community. But the Palestinians did not accept these proposals, nor
did they put forward any compromise proposals of their own. To our deep dismay they responded with
a wave of violence. Over the past year this violence escalated into protracted and inhuman attacks on the
Israeli civilian population forcing Israel to assume a role which we abhor, defending our citizens militan,
means, which we had hoped and prayed would be relegated to the past.

Deputy Foreign Minister Rabbi Melchior's own cousins, two little girls and their brother, lost their legs
only a few weeks ago in a terrorist attack on a bus carrying children to school. Many Palestinian children
have likewise been wounded for life. The vicious libels, the delegitimization and dehumanization we have
heard at this Conference will do nothing to prevent more Israeli and Palestinian mothers and fathers
bringing their young ones to their graves. But here today, something greater even than peace in the Middle
East is being sacrificed - the highest values of humanity. Racism, in all its forms, is one of the most
widespread and pernicious evils, depriving millions of hope and fundamental rights. It might have been
hoped that this first Conference of the 21st century would have taken up the challenge of, if not
eradicating racism, at least disarming it: But instead humanity is being sacrificed to a political agenda.
Barely a decade after the UN repealed the infamous. ‘Zionism is Racism’ resolution, which
Secretary-General Kofi Annan described, with characteristic understatement. as a "lov, point" in the history
of the United Nations, a group of states for whom the terms ‘racism’. "discrimination’, and even “human
rights” simply do not appear in their domestic lexicon. have hijacked this Conference and plunged us to
even greater depths.

Can there be a greater irony than the fact that a conference convened to combat the scourge of racism
should give rise to the most racist declaration in a major international organization since the Second World
War? Despite the vicious anti-Semitism we have heard here, I do not fear for the Jewish people, which has
learned to be resilient and to hold fast to its faith. Despite the virulent incitement against my country, I do
not fear for Israel, which has the strength not just of courage, but also of conviction. But I do fear, deeply,
for the victims of racism. For the slaves, the disenfranchised, the oppressed, the inexplicably hated, the
impoverished,thedespised,themillionswhottm&neireyestothishall,inthefrailhapet}mtitmay
address their suffering. Who see instead that a blind and venal hatred of the Jews has turned their hopes
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into a farce. For them I fear.

We are here as representatives of states, and states of their nature have political interests and agendas. B.ut
we are also human beings, all of us brothers and sisters created in the divine image. And in those quiet
moments when Ave recognize our common humanity, and look into our soul, let us consider what Ave
came here to do - and what we have in fact done:

We came to learn from our history, but we find it being buried to hide its lessons. We came to
communicate in the language of humanity, but we hear its vocabulary twisted beyond all comprefﬂ\sxm
We came out of respect for the sacred values entrusted to us, but see them here perverted for political

ends.

And ultimately, we came to serve the victims of racism, but have witnessed yet another atrocity,

committed in their name.
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Statement at Opening of Durban Conference

Mary Robinson, United Nations High Commissioner - kT
for Human Rights and Secretary-General of the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance

President Mbeki, / Heads of State and Government, / Secretary-General, / Excellencies, Ladies and

Gentlemen,

Today marks the start of an event which many people have worked long and hard for over many months.
To all who contributed and especially to the people of Durban and South Africa I say a warm "thank you".

We have come a long way to Durban. I recall the first formal event of the Conference 18 months atlgo ) an
expert seminar in Geneva on Remedies Available to the Victims of Acts of Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance and Good National Practices in the Field. We have come a long .way
since then in building up our understanding of racism in the modern world. There have been four regional
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conferences, five expert seminars and three sessions of the Preparatory Committee. There have been
lengthy drafting sessions and events of every description have taken place in every part of the world with
the focus on the themes of Durban.

We have come a long way psychologically and substantively too. Our journey to Durban has helped to
shape thinking about who are the victims of racism and discrimination, what sort of remedies can be made
available and the best kinds of preventive measures. When the balance sheet is drawn up for the
Conference, the greater understanding which has been achieved of the sources, causes of and remedies for
racism must weigh heavily in its favour.

This was never going to be an easy Conference. Asking people to face up to the problems of racism in
their midst is not always welcome. There is a tendency to say "We don’t have those problems in our
country”. It is always easier to point the finger of blame than to look hard at our own prejudices and
biases. And we should not be surprised that the negotiations have been difficult. The issues we are
addressing here confront us at so many levels, nationally, regionally, locally. They are among the most
sensitive the United Nations and the international community have to deal with. It is worth remembering
this over the coming week.

We should remember, too, that we cannot solve all of the world’s problems at Durban. A theme I have
been stressing is that we all belong to one human family. Families do not agree on everything. But they
agreeonceﬂajnﬁmdanwntalsandt}mtiswhatmkesfanﬂjessh'ong. What I am asking all of you is that
we agree on the fundamental aims of this Conference, not that we try to sort out all the problems on the
international agenda. One thing that is clearer to me after the preparations of the past eighteen months is
how badly we need new strategies to fight racism and intolerance in the modern world. To those who say
we do not need a World Conference on this subject I say  "Look around you". How much misery,
inequality, conflict is caused by racism and discrimination! From a human rights point of view, this
Conference is crucially important. Equality and non-discrimination are central to the pursuit of human
rights.

Success at Durban should be measured by whether or not the outcome brings effective remedies and relief
to the victims of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. I have also learned how
closely contemporary forms of racism are bound up with the past. I believe this Conference could mark a
historic breakthrough in the struggle against racism if agreement could be reached on language that
recognises historic injustices and expresses deep remorse for the crimes of the past. If we can do that it will
connect with millions of people worldwide and affirm their human dignity. It will connect in the way that
Poetry connects and will be heard by that inner ear. We must focus attention on outcomes and forward
Strategies. In some respects the journey proper will only begin after we leave Durban. That is when the
real test will come of what we have achieved over these months of preparation and at the Conference




84 MA 2AEH SN0 23N

itself.

Durban will only be a landmark if there is substantial text adopted here and meaningful follow up. The
task which we must achieve before we leave is to have a clear understanding about the follow up which

must be accomplished, about who is responsible for the necessary actions and how we can measure
progress.

I call on every government representative to ensure that the responsibilities of States in the fight against
racism and discrimination are fully understood and acted on through national programmes or plans of
action. I call on intergovernmental organisations to play their part to ensure that the aims of this
Conference are reflected in their own activities, and that they vigorously monitor the commitments that
will be made here.

As far as the United Nations' role is concerned, the participatory process has made it clear that the UN
must not only continue its historic fight against discrimination but must intensify that struggle. We have
heard at length from those who are hurting, from those who are the victims of injustice, and from those
in quest of dignity and equality. I have already drawn firm conclusions from this and I shall establish an
anti-discrimination unit reporting directly to me to take follow-up action on the insights we have already
gained, on the implementation of your recommendations, and to maintain common cause and mobilization
with civil society. I shall be consulting with Member States at the forthcoming General Assembly on how
we can take forward processes to follow up in the regions on the practical proposals that have come out

of the various regional conferences and expert meetings.

I cannot overstate the role of civil society in the follow up process. I look particularly to
Non-Governmental Organisations, the international youth network and civil society generally to take up the
challenge of Durban and form a global alliance with governments to carry the struggle forward. The
impression I have is that NGOs are, indeed, rising to the challenge and are aware of how vital is the fight
against racisin, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.

Three things I would ask for in the week ahead from all parties and especially from delegates:

- the first is generosity of spirit. It is no small issue we are dealing with in Durban: it is no time to be
small-minded.

- secondly, I call for flexibility and a willingness to meet the views of others. Progress can only be made
on that basis and the urgency of devising new strategies to combat racism and discrimination requires it.

- finally, I would appeal for a sense of vision. I remain convinced that this can be a defining moment for
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the international community, that we have the capacity at the start of this century to work for a better and
fairer world order.

We can draw inspiration from the African concept of Ubuntu, that ancient term which embraces
humaneness, caring, sharing and being in harmony with all of the world. When he came to Geneva last
April, Archbishop Desmond Tutu explained how the concept represents the opposite of being selfish and
self-centred. Ubuntu empowers everyone to be valued, to reach their full potential while remaining in
accord with everything and everyone around them. This spirit is reflected in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights when it speaks of "the inherent dignity and the equal and inalienable rights of all members
of the human family". The Universal Declaration proclaims that "All human beings are born free and equal
in dignity and rights "and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood". Let that spirit inform
our discussions over the coming week as we strive for a world where the principles of equality and
non-discrimination are honoured, not merely in words, but in fact.

Thank you.

=fOIZ2|3F 8= J3AL
Address of the President of South Africa

Thabo Mbeki, at the Opening of the World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia
and Related Intolerance, Durban, 31 August 2001

Your Excellency, Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr Kofi Annan, Your Excellencies Heads of State
and Government, Ministers and Heads of Delegation, Esteemed leaders of the non-governmental
organisations, President of the World Conference, the Hon Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, Secretary General of

the World Conference, the Hon Mary Robinson, Distinguished delegates and guests, Members of the mass
media, Friends, ladies and gentlemen:

On behalf of the people of South Africa and our government, I am privileged to join in welcoming you all
to South Africa and to this historic world conference that has the potential and a responsibility to convey
a message of hope to billions of people across the globe. We have gathered as we have, because we are
united in our resolve to ensure that every human being leads a life of dignity. We meet here because we
are determined to ensure that nobody anywhere should be subjected to the insult and offence of being
despised by another or others because of his or her race, colour, nationality or origin. Together we are
committed to the realisation of the objective that every human being should enjoy human rights as equals
with other human beings, with every right and possibility to determine both their future and the destiny
of their countries. This surely means that nobody should be denied their statehood on any basis
whatsoever, or turned into permanent refugees with neither the right nor the possibility to build a national
home they can truly call home.
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I am certain we are determined to speak with one voice to assert that no culture, language or tradition of
any people is inferior, deserving of being despised, mocked and destroyed. By this meansl we want to
make the point firmly that all peoples and all nations are mutually and each equally entitled to their
identity and their national pride. We have gathered in Durban because we have understood that poverty
is not a natural human condition. Accordingly, it constitutes a direct attack on the human dignity of all
those condemned to deprivation and are therefore forced to beg, to steal, to prostitute themselves because
they are poor or those who resort to substance abuse to take away the pain of.hunger and'despmr.
Understanding all this, we are meeting here because we have said to ourselves that since poverty 15 not an
act of nature but the product of human society, we must as this human society, together fight and

vanquish poverty and underdevelopment.

We have come together, in what some believe is a new age of reason, because we.lcnow that the
knowledge and the means exist in human society today in fact to overcome this poverty and
underdevelopment. The question that remains to be answered is what is to be donfe to deploy these
powerful intellectual and material resources so that poverty everywhere becomes a thing of the past. 'lt
became necessary that we convene in Durban because, together, we recognised the fact there are many in
our common world who suffer indignity and humiliation because they are not white.

Their cultures and traditions are despised as savage and primitive and their identities denied. They are not
whiteandaredeeplyimmersedinpoverty.Oftklemitissajd&ﬂtLl'leyamhumanbutblack,w./vhereas
others are described as human and white. To those who have to bear the pain of this mﬂ’worldf it seetns
the blues singers were right when they decried the world in which it was said - if you're WhltE‘ you're
alright; if you are brown, stick around; if you are black, oh brother! get back, get back, get back!

Your Excellencies,
istingui tes:

?B;%em, which some may think are too harsh and stark, because I come from a people that
have known the bitter experience of slavery, colonialism and racism. These are a people who know what
it means to be the victim of rabid racism and racial discrimination. Among us are the women who suffered
most because they had to carry the additional burden of gender oppression and discrimination. Bec'ause of
that experience, against whose results we continue to struggle to this day, as we will d? for a considerable
time to come, we also know what can be achieved when the peoples of the world unite tolsay no longer
will they allow that another human being will suffer at the hands of another because of their race, colour,

nationality and origin.

In welcoming you to South Africa, we welcome you as fellow combatants who joined us in struggle to
defeat and suppress the apartheid crime against humanity. Accordingly, I am privileged to have the
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opportunity as you, who represent the nations of the world, meet in this country, which not so long ago
was the fountainhead of racism, once more to convey to you the immense gratitude of the millions of our
people that you did not stand aside when that crime against humanity was being committed.

These masses are convinced that when you waged that protracted struggle, you did so because you were
opposed to racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance everywhere. They welcomed
the fact that you decided to convene this World Conference here in the belief that you did so because you
have confidence that we too remain an active part of the world movement determined to fight on until
racism ceases to define anybody’s place in society and the world. They were happy that you would come,
because this would give us an opportunity to reaffirm in front of you all that to us slavery, colonialism
and racism are fundamentally repugnant. It would give us the possibility to pledge to the peoples of the
world that we will not betray the friendship and solidarity which drove you to act against apartheid and
will therefore join with you in the difficult struggle to eradicate the legacy of slavery, colonialism and
racism.

Those on our common universe, who are defined by the blues singers as brown and black, expect much
of this important World Conference. They believe that something will come out of here that will signify a
united and sustained global drive within their countries and throughout the world to help rid them of the
suffeﬁngtheybearbecausetl'neyambmwnandblack.ﬂxeymtertaintlﬁshopebecauseﬂﬁrsuffezhgis
realandhxm‘mse.Andyetﬂmeycanalsoseethatthemareot}mswhoamashmmnasmey,whoIead
decent lives and are certain of even better lives in future, whatever other problems they experience.

Gripped by poverty, fearful of the future because they know that tomorrow will be worse than today,
forced to behave towards others as though some are inferior and others superior, simply to get something
to eat, many take to their feet to flee from their lands of despair, at all costs trying to reach other countries
they believe have the possibility to introduce them to a life of hope. Our common humanity dictates that
a5 we rose against apartheid racism, so must we combine to defeat the consequences of slavery,
colonialism and racism which, to this day, continue to define the lives of billions of people who are brown
and black, as lives of hopelessness. Nobody ever chose to be a slave, to be colonised, to be racially
Oppressed. The impulses of the time caused these crimes to be committed by human beings against others.
Surely, the impulse of our own time says to all of us that we must do everything we can to free those who

to this day suffer from racism, xenophobia and related intolerance because their forebears were enslaved,
colonised and racially oppressed.

It surely must be that this World Conference will say that, in all countries, both of the North and the
South, the brown and black ghettos of poverty, despair and human degradation must no longer exist. This
World Conference will have to indicate what is to be done practically so that this call results in a changed
and changing world in which all human beings actually enjoy the inalienable right to human dignity. An
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important part of our legitimacy as governments derives from our commitment to serve the people. Our
own experience tells us that these people whom we serve always feel pain when another, who might be
a citizen of other lands, feels pain.

To these masses, human solidarity is not a foreign concept. To them, this World Conference must convey
the message that the peoples of the world are inspired by a new internationalism that says that we are
determined to unite in action to repair the gross human damage that was caused in the past. It must
inspire them with the knowledge that as governments, as non-governmental organisations, as @hi&ﬁ and
as peoples, we are ready now, to dedicate our minds, our skills and our resources to the creation of a new
world free of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. It must convey a message
of hope to the peoples of the world that, together, we are resolved to work hard for peace everywhere on
our universe, so that the doors open everywhere for the fullest and all-round development of all human
beings in conditions of freedom, safety and security.

The Middle East cries out for a just, stable and permanent peace that is long overdue. The people of
Palestine, like those of Israel and everywhere else in the world, are also entitled to pursue their fullest and
all-round development in conditions of freedom, safety and security. Our own Continent of Africa also
deserves peace like any other, to rescue the peoples from death and destruction and to open the doors for
us too, to develop in conditions of freedom, safety and security. Thus will the conditions be created fox: us
as Africans to take to the long road towards the eradication of the legacy, which is our daily comcm,
of slavery, colonialism and racism. Only recently we bade farewell to a century that has visited tfernble
suffering to millions of people. It inflicted a terrible Holocaust on the Jewish people. It imposed a frightful
genocide on the people of Rwanda. It produced criminal regimes of people demented by adherer_xce to
anti-human ideologies of racial superiority. And yet this same century gave us a global compact in the
form of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It gave humanity as a whole the possibility to
accumulate the knowledge and the means to realise the noble vision contained in that document. We have
gathered in Durban to make the commitment that this we will do and, together, to decide what steps we
will take to ensure what has to be done, is done.

Once more, I welcome you to this country which you helped to liberate from apartheid racism and hope
that the celebration of that victory will give this World Conference the inspiration to produce the results
that will define the 21st century as the century that restored to all, their human dignity.

Thank you.
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NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF INDIA

Statement at the Plenary by

ASHAOloME 2 EIRICH

Dr. Justice K. RAMASWAMY,
Representative,
NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF INDIA

This World Conference holds, in reality, a mirror to the soul of each of us.

First, I would like to say that our Commission fully concurs with the Statement on behalf of National
Institutions that has been read out by our South African colleague. The Indian Commission has considered
it its duty to listen attentively to those in our country who have been the victims of historical injustices,
andwhoarehurlingbecauseofdiscrinﬁmtionandinequa]jty.Ireferinparﬁculartothosewln, under our
Constitution, comprise the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes - the Dalits and Adivasis of India - with
the protection of whose human rights our Commission is itself deeply involved. It was to hear their voices,
and to benefit from an exchange of views with them, and with eminent jurists, academics and human
rights activists, that our Commission organized two major consultations in August 2001, in Bangalore and
Delhi respectively, as steps preparatory to the formulation of the views of our Commission for this
Conference

May I now outline the views of our Commission on certain of the issues before the Conference that are
particularly germane to my country. The full text of our Statement is being circulated separately.

There can be no doubt that in India - as everywhere else in the world - history and society have been
scarred by discrimination and inequality. It was in recognition of this - and to end such injustice - that our
Constitution contained powerful provisions to combat all forms of discrimination, including notably those
forms which were based on race, caste or descent. These provisions of the Constitution are justiciable. It
can with good reason be said that India has embarked on a programme of affirmative action which is,
perhaps, without parallel in scale and dimension in human history. It is all the more remarkable for being
undertaken in a country that has demonstrated an unshakeable faith in the capacity of its people to effect
fundamental social, economic and political change through the processes of democracy.

Our Commission believes it is essential that all Member States, including India respect the international
human rights regime established under the auspices of the United Nations and observe the discipline of
the treaties to which they are States Party. In the light of this, our Commission is of the opinion that the
exchange of views on human rights matters, whether at the national, regional or international level, can all
contribute constructively to the promotion and protection of such rights and that this Conference provides
a singular opportunity to the international community to deal openly and courageously with the vexed
issues of discrimination and inequality as they exist all over the world, in all of their variety, including the
forms of discrimination that persist in India and all other countries. In such a context, it is not so much
the nomenclature of the form of discrimination that must engage our attention, but the fact of its
Persistence that must cause concern. Given this perception, the Commission is of the view that the debate
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on whether race and caste are co-terminus, or similar forms of discrimination, is not the essence of the
matter. The Constitution of India in Article 15 expressly prohibits discrimination on either ground, and that
Constitutional guarantee must be rigorously implemented. In this connection, the Commission believes
deeply in the value of engaging Governments, non-governmental organizations, national institutions, and
all concerned elements of civil society in the process of fighting discrimination, and urges that this process
be conducted at all levels in a spirit that is genuinely interested in the furtherance of human rights, and
not vitiated by self-righteousness or by political and other extraneous considerations.

In furtherance of its statutory responsibilities, the Commission has thus accorded the highest priority to
ending discrimination against Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and in seeking to eradicate, in
particular, two pernicious practices which largely affect members of these communities: these relate to
manual scavenging and bonded labour.

The Commission has also taken up the issue of the rights of persons displaced by mega projects and large
dams, many of whom are tribals.

In the final analysis, the Commission believes that the promotion and protection of the human rights of the
weakest sections of society are clearly related to their full and proper empowerment. That is why the
Commission has urged the adoption and implementation of policies at the Central and State levels that will
open the doors of opportunity to them. In addition, the Commission has continued to receive and redress
numerous individual complaints that it has received daily from persons, notably Dalits and Adivasis; these
have alleged acts of discrimination, "untouchability’, violence against the human person, atrocities of
various kinds, and high-handedness by public servants and others. Economic upliftment and empowerment
of Dalits is the most effective tool to combat casteism. More avenues must be opened for the economic
betterment of the disadvantaged. '

The Commission is acutely aware that the journey to end discrimination, injustice and inequality will be
long and often frustrating. But it is convinced that, in this mission, the Constitution of the Republic has
shown the way. Legislative and affirmative action programmes are firmly in place, but unquestionably
need to be far better implemented. The Commission is convinced that discrimination on any of the grounds
contained in the Constitution of India, and these include race, caste and descent, constitute an unacceptable
assault on the dignity and worth of the human person and an egregious violation of human rights. The
commission holds the view that the instruments of governance in our country, and the energetic and
committed non-governmental sector that exists, can unitedly triumph over the historical injustices that have
hurt the weakest sections of our country, particularly Dalits and Scheduled Tribes. This is above all a
national responsibility and a moral imperative than can and must be honoured.

ASAHMoIMZ HACH

ILO; =M=F213
Statement by

Juan Somavia
Director-General of the International Labour Office

This Conference is about intolerance and prejudice. We have changed the Constitutions. We have changed
the laws. We have changed the policies. We have even defeated apartheid. But racism is still there
worldwide. It may be more silent, less obvious, hidden behind politically correct language. But racism is
still there.

Much too often it is blatant, exacerbated by other violations of human rights, where women and children
are particularly vulnerable. Whether trafficking or sexual tourism, forced labour, bonded labour and child
labour or denial of rights to migrants, minorities, indigenous and tribal peoples and other workers -
discrimination is still there. This Conference is about changing all that. It is about moving beyond lip
service. It is about a fundamental commitment to upgrading the moral quality of our societies. It is about
being proud of shedding racist structures, racist conduct and racist attitudes. It is about being proud of
multicultural, multiracial and multi-religious societies, where the dignity of all human beings is respected
and protected. We all know that no delegation in this room can stand up and say: My country does not
face any of these problems.

Nowhere are these realities more sorely felt than in the workplace. Racism is a workplace issue. Where
racism and discrimination exist, workers are faced with them constantly, day by day, as they try to earn
a living. And if you are unemployed, they are formidable obstacles to getting a job. Today I want to
re-affirm the ILO's dedication to the struggle against racism. I am here leading a tripartite delegation of the
Organisation - the Chairperson of our Governing Body and representatives of workers and employers. Our
presence among you demonstrates the institutional commitment of the ILO - which is also your
organization - to the objectives of this Conference,

We are here to say that the Decent Work Agenda of the ILO is a valuable tool in your hands to implement
the conclusions of this Conference. But to allow us to do so, your conclusions must give explicit
recognition to fighting discrimination in the world of work. The tools the ILO brings to this task are
standard-setting and supervision backed up by technical assistance and social dialogue, with a long
tradition of public and private partnerships. The 1998 Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at
Work represents a commitment by ILO member States to respect the rights to freedom from discrimination,
from forced and child labour, and to freedom of association.
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Many of your objectives can be pursued through the ILO Conventions on discrimination in employment
and occupation, migrant workers and indigenous and tribal peoples. These Conventions are intended to
protect one hundred million migrant workers and their families, and more than three hundred million
indigenous and tribal peoples around the world. They also provide protection against forms of
discrimination workers suffer that are so widespread and hidden that we cannot even put a figure to them.

We will build on your conclusions to identify additional instruments to combat discrimination in the 215t
century. In fact, all the ILO's work is dedicated to the objectives of this Conference. Our Decent Work
Agenda is a development agenda. It aims to ensure that all men and women can engage in productive
activities with dignity, freedom and security. The expansion of decent employment opportunities for all is
essential if exclusion based on race is to be eliminated.

It is also essential if we are to respond to the need for security of individuals and their families, and the
need for stability of our societies. We are active in many ways to combat discrimination in the workplace.
And we will continue to work with the United Nations to promote the Secretary-General’s Global Compact.
But to move forward faster, developing countries need much better development opportunities to deliver
decent work and reduce poverty. It is because real equality of opportunity is not there that the present
model of globalization is losing credibility.

Eleven years ago, in June 1990, just a few months after his liberation, Nelson Mandela came to the ILO
Conference - as he said - to recognize the ILO's prominent role in the fight against apartheid. We
honoured him and the struggle of the South African people with the longest standing ovation in the
history of ILO institutions.

We are here today to reiterate that we will continue to speak out and act against discrimination, racism,
xenophobia and related intolerance. It is our mandate, but above all it is our conviction.
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We assert
the legal status
for migration &

working

Although Korea president Kim, Dae-Jung won the Nobel
géace prize, DJ govemment is not taking care of people’s

<
v

ives and threatening workers' nght to live. Since South ; MO! Who made us illegal!/
Korea has received financial aid from IMF, it is trying 10
obey neo-liveralism restructuring program which means oy colossal lay=offs, Also, following to capitalists’ call,
workers more than 60% over total labor market, are émployed as an contingent worker and they are not:
recognized as the worker or protected by labor law in the name of flexibility of labor. On every street people’s

voice to survive is ringing loud every day though, riot police only beat them to oppress so violently. Therefore,
workers including migrants are yelling "We cannot stand it any more!”.

Recently, human-hunting was committed in South Korea. Hunters handcuff and confine in the cage as soon as
they find the person with the different race, skin color and language while they are lingering everywhere. Hunters
banish them from this land forever for they are illegal stayers. THen migrant workers lock the door, hide in their
house or workplace and run away to the mountain to avoid merciless hunters’ violence. However, we can not
understamwnigramwoﬂ(emsmuldawpemnhumﬁ&Wecanmtwderstand why migrant workers
should be caught while eating, working, waiting for the bus, walking on the street and sleeping in house.
Nevertheless, Korea Gov. committed the cruel crackdown and repatriation against illegal stayer as if they cast a
net 1o fish, far from taking the responsibility for migrants’ human rights and labor rights violation. This should be
olamed for the intemational shameless conduct. Korea Gov. and bureaucrats do not recognize migrant workers as
hunanbeingwmhasapersoralily.mec:ackdmn'andrepamabn in itself and camying out such a behaviour,
are so notorious for human rights violation. Aiso they usually insuit migrant workers visiting for saving their rights
even in the govemment office. Korea police instigated discrimination and prejudice against migrant workers in
Koreansodewnrm.ghmecarmaignofraisingsodaialento'mmbyforagmr during the crackdown period.

ThesystemandadrriristrationofKoreaGov.iosteﬂngradalcﬁscrinimﬁma'edeptMngofnigamworms'sociai'

and cuftual nghts.

ISoulhKoreaGov.MdmmﬂydlwmmmtmeMlmmfootnmmmm,m
govemment has made them of no-fights workers. We want the legal status for working and living in Korea.

WSouth Korea Gov. should abolish the trainee system without any training. It is a stralegy 10 et the cheap and

docile labor by the capital.

BSouth Korea Gov. should apply the labor law including three labor nghtsito unite, bargain, strike) 10 migrants.
This kind of discrimination against workers should be eradicated.

BWSouth Korea Gov. shoud ratify the intemational convention on the protection of the nights of all migrant workers
and members of their families.

August 2001
NGO network for WCAR in South Korea
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MINBYUN-Lawyers for a Democratic Society

(Committee on Legal Aid for Refugees)
S5F Shinjung Bldg.. 1555-3, Seocho-dong, Seocho-gu, Seoul, Repubic of Korea
Tel: (82)(2) 522 7284 Fax: (82)(2) 522 7285
Homepage: http://minbyun.jinbo.net E-mail: m321@chollian.net




After South Korea signed ‘the 1951 Convention Relating the Status of Refugees’ in 1992, as of
this May, 110 foreigners have applied for refugee status to the Korean government. The number of
foreigners applying for such status is still growing. However, presently only one among these people
has been officially granted refugee status by the Korea government. Compared to last year's average
15.9% of granted refugee status in the international community, the South Korean government'’s status
granting record is extremely low.

It is not to say that the granting rate itself is the sole most important thing. However, as
aforementioned, rather than the actual granting, the importance lies on procuring fair and transparent
examination procedures with rational decisions when considering individuals for refugee status. In this
light, unreasonable immigration regulations and procedures related to the status granting
examinations are among the biggest problems of the South Korean government's refugee policies.
Moreover, it is undeniable that underneath these regulations lies a culture of ethnocentrism, exclusive
nationalism, and xenophobia that takes root in a homogeneous ethnicity.

e A Homogeneous Ethnicity, Xenophobia, and Refugees

A majority of Koreans might think that racial discrimination does not stand as a trait of the Korean society
However. we believe such discrimination is pervasive throughout the Korean community. From ethnic Chinese
who have been settled in South Korea for about 100 years, migrant workers, to even Koreans with mixed blood
have been faced with cruel discrimination. Moreover, refugees are not considered eligible for human rights
protection. and even there exists xenophobic tendencies caused by irrational perceptions such as fear of the
increase of a mixed blood population due to interracial marriages of both foreigners and refugees with Koreans.

Koreans have been reluctant to accept “foreigners” into their community on the grounds that they are of
different ethnicity, race. and nationality without due consideration of their mentality, capacity. and situation.
Racial discrimination amounts to only a self-assuring selfishness that springs from a feeling of superionty by
demeaning the other person for any reason given. The Korean people feel wronged and angered when being
discriminated abroad for their race and nationality, yet in the light of their discrimination against foreigners, it 1s
clear that the Koreans possess a double-sided conscience.

e Problems in the Refugee Status Determination System

Not only in the Korean society, but in each society of the world as well, racial and gender discimination.
along with authoritarian and xenophobic tendencies are pervasive, and these, in fact, deprive human beings of
their dignity and freedom. The apathetic and even hostile disposition towards refugees and asylum-seekers is
conspicuous in the attitudes of the government of the host country, media and general public. and this tendency
is made evident by the racism and xenophobia and passive domestic law towards the refugees. Each country’s
svstem regarding either entry permissions or status granting procedures is being misused so as to hinder entry
admissions or even the status application filings. Such misapplication of regulations spreads to other forms of 1l
ireatment such as discriminatory detentions, limited benefits, and restriction on free mobulity. education. and
labor nights. Under such system. even if the applicant should be eligible for refugee status from the host country.
the refugee would find himself alienated and excluded from most social benefits.

Notwithstanding that Korea. as a member of the Executive Committee for UNHCR(EXCOM). has the
international obligation of providing refugees with active policies that secure and guarantee their rnights. the
Korean government tends to shirk away from the plight of the refugees. Although the Korean government claims
s refugee status determining system to be in line with the international standards, it is clear that such system has
manv flaws and limitations as stated below.

(1) Excessive Imposition of Proof Responsibility

The Korean government gives lack of substantive proof of qualification as the foremost reason tor
refusing to grant refugee status to asylum-seekers. The government seems to have a strong prejudice that in
most cases, applicants have entered the country for economic reasons and they seek for refugee status as a
means to lengthen their residing period as their legal staying period has expired. The actuality of the Korean
government as imposing excessive burden of proof on the asylum-seekers is shown by the fact that among
the applicants there are five recognized as mandate refugees by the UNHCR and that most of applicants are
from countries such as Afghanistan, DR Congo, Iraq, and the like, where it is politically unstable and where
human rights are pervasively violated.

In most situations people who have fled from oppression and seek for asylum barely carry around any
necessities, an identification card or document in their possession. Therefore, it is international custom to
give the benefit of the doubt to an asylum-seeker, if the given claim is coherent, convincing, and

t;ustv;forthy apd there 1s no considerable reason that goes against 1t, even if the necessary evidence to prove

the Ic_: aim lil insufficient. However, the Korean government does not share the burden of proof with the

?fgl fznt. thus the asylum-seeker has the responsibility to present tangible evidence to be eligible as »
Bec. %

- Ln the_ C(_}m.mmee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights(CESCR) held in last April 1n regards to the

nd periodic report by the Korean government on the implementation of the Internativnal Covenant on

Economic, Social and Cg!mral Rights, there was an expressed concern on the strict regulations practiced by
the Korean government in determining refugee status. ’

<Chart 1> Present processing situation of the Asylum applications (As of May 2001)

1994

1995

1996 1997 1998 2 !
Applied 5 3 4 12 26 '9399 -ggo 2?{3“ ' 7:’;’
. Recognized | : 1
| Rejected 4 1 ] 8 26 | I
Withdrawn 1 2 3 | 4 | | 12
Pending ] | 2 43 11 :':(;

Source: Ministry of Justice

<Chart 2> Asylum applications and Refugee Status Determination by Nationality (As of May 2001)

. _ Applied Recognized Rejected Withdrawn Pending
| Nigeria 3 2 I
i Liberia 4 2 I [
k Rwanda 2 3
! Myanmar 21 | "‘.0 ;
| Somalia 3 | E '[
Afghanistan 3 5 - —
L Algeria 18 14 4
L Ethiopia 2 | |
f Iraq 3 2 I
Iran 10 8 I I |
DR Congo 6 3 3 5
; Pakistan 4 3 _!
Others 9 2 2 3
! Toral 110 1 31 2 36

Source: Ministry of Justice

(2) Incoherent Criteria for Determining Refugee Status

_Thfe government's decision to grant the first refugee-status to an asylum-seeker last February has been
criicized as an act of a mere political show. The reason for such skepticism lies on the fact that many other
appllcants with similar background have been rejected. As mentioned above, even on the cases in which the
UNHCR has designated as being mandate refugees, the Ministry of Justice has refused to grant them such
status arguing there’s lack of sufficient evidence. [t was hoped that the establishment of the UNHCR branch
office in Seoul last April would galvanize the Korean government to take more heed to the plight of the
refugees and yet almost nothing has changed since then. The government has been asked constantly to let
the UNHCR participate in the Committee for Determining Refugee Status, an inter-government agency. so
as to pr_opcrly establish the standards and the overall process of the eligibility examinauon and to
systematize the administration of the refugees and consequently ensure transparency of the process.
However. the government has not shown any plans to cooperate with the UNHCR. ’

(3) Unreasonable Time limit for Appeais

Applications for refugee status have to be filed within 60 days from the date of entry into the countrv
Last February the Ministry of Justice suggested the amendment of the Immigration Law to extend of :hlé
penodlto one year. Notwithstanding, the Immigration Law still harbors many problems and shortcomings.
There is an opinion that one year rule also violates the 1951 Convention which does not prescribe any limt
of the Pcn'od for application. Moreover, Article 76 (4) of the Immigration Law limits the period for
presenting an appeal within 7 days. Obviously, this is an extremely short period for the asylum-seeker to
prepare the necessary resource matenals. Meanwhile, since both the application and the appeal are reviewed
by the same agency, the possibility of a decision to be overturned is quite low. So far, there are no cases in
which the refugee status has been granted through an appeal.




(4) Lack of Professionalism of the Agency in Charge

The department within the Ministry of Justice that is in charge of refugee-related matters has been
marked by inefficiency. According to the Immigration Law the Justice Minister is 1n charge of the final
decision regarding the refugee eligibility. However, the actual application filing, interviewing. and fact
verifying are dor= by immigration officials working in the Inquiry Department of the Immigration Bureau.
As known, the main work of these officials is to keep control over illegal immugrants. Consequently. the
concept of human rights is most likely to be remote to these officials when they handle interviews and
inquiries of the asylum-seekers.

Meanwhile, the applicants are from different parts of the world, thus, the languages that they speak range
from French, Chinese, different languages from African minorities, and several others. Yet, funds to hire
interpreting services and solutions to facilitate communication are barely used. The Ministry of Justice
argues that it has well-equipped interpreting personnel and that no difficulties have been faced regarding the
actual communication with the asylum-seekers. However, in reality, there are many cases in which an
applicant has not been able to present his case in a detailed and precise manner due to the meage
interpreting services used by the Ministry.

e Treatment of the Refugees and Asylum seekers

At present, policy-wise and materially, the government gives barely any aid to asylum seekers. Countries
such as Germany and Australia do not allow applicants to work, yet they provide them a Limited amount ol
monetary aid and health care. Such kind of aid is critical 1n Korea, since the application examination period can
last from a miniinum of 612 months to a maximum of 3 years. The economic and social hardships that these
applicants go through this period are hard to 1gnore.

Even the policy in regards to the material and political support that should be given to a recognized refugec
is unclear. The legal position and residence qualifications of a refugee are not stated clearly in the Immugration
Law. thus, the rights of a refugee regarding education, labor, and welfare are not unquestionable. Even m the
case of the African person, recognized as refugee last February, so far only a foreign registration card (solely tor
identifying purpose) has been issued. This refugee 1s known to have not received any welfare benefits, including
work placement and heaith care, in order to lead and maintain a humane life.

The Korean government alleges that the applicants are indeed employed and thus are able to receive weltare
benefits guaranteed by their work. Thus, the government argues that there is no special need for them to gne
these applicants any more benefits in regards to monetary aid and health care. Such treatment reflects that the
sovernment 1s still trapped in its prejudice that the applicants are illegal migrant workers that have entered the
country for economic purposes, and through such biased perception they have ignored completely the situation
that these applicants live in. This shows clearly the government’s lack of effort in understanding the harsh reahn
of these applicants, making these people live in ever more deteriorated conditions. In reality, in order to sun ive
dav by day, many of these applicants try to get any type of job and usually end up working on one-day basis ot
as a migrant worker. Yet, even after they get such jobs, due to the frequent interviews required by the Mimistry ol
Justice. these applicants have to be absent from their work quite often and evenwally get laid off. The
government’s claim that these people are employed and enjoy welfare benefits 1s just a mere act of play on
words. distorting the reality.

As explained so far, the pursuit of 2 homogeneous ethnicity based on blood lineage and exclusive
nationalism of the Korean society pose as roadblocks on the fair treatment of asylum seekers and
refugees and such perceptions are being institutionalized through the refugee-status determination
process and related practices. This situation will not change by simply amending the Immigration Law
so as to place the national guidelines in line with the international standards. Only acknowledging the
deeply-rooted nationalism and xenophobia and overcoming them can achieve a more in-depth
improvement.

The time has come to finally overthrow the ethnocentric ideclogies. Race, ideology, religion, and
ethnicity: these are the actual materialization of antagonistic tendencies all having caused hideous
wars at the cost of many lives and the deterioration of the human spirit.

Unfortunately, the Koreans have been slow to admit and acknowledge that such conflict exists in
their community. The Koreans may seem to advocate for a 21* century that can achieve an integrated
and open community, universality, and a society that respects humanism and cultural diversity. Yet, the
Korean nation is one that is still trapped in a bundle of laws and regulations that reflect a nationalistic
and ethnocentric mentality. The basic human rights policies that the Korean society adopts towards
foreigners and refugees will be the barometers for the treatment that Koreans residing abroad, who
can at any time become refugees themselves, receive.

Join the

Protest performance for urging
apology and compensation
for war victims of Japanese gov’t

DATE : 3" September 2001
01h00

VENUE : 11 Walnut Road
(opposite side of ICC main entrance)

We URGE againsl Japanese gov't as follows :

End distorting war aggression and colonial domination in history
textbook ! ‘

Apologize and compensate for all sexual slavery ‘comfort
women during the war!

Clorr_ipensate for A=bomb victims and zipp['_»-' Relief Law to all
victims living outside Japan !

End'xenophobrc policy and racial discrimination against
foreigners esp. migrant workers !

NO TO NEO-MILITARY NATIONALISM

NGO Network in South Korea for WCAR 2001
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Japan should sincerely perform recommendation of UN, and

apologize heartily toward war victims!

We worry about the extreme right wing tendency of Japan - a never changed country that
distorts historical facts, ignores Asian people’ s pains of war country ; as she is trving to revise
the Peace Constitution for becoming a war—able countrv. Furthermore, we can' t help angrv as
Jupan has repeatedly ignored recommendations of UN in 1999 and 2000. Jupan. enabling to
perform a war by concluding a bilateral treaty with USA in 1998, designating its naticnal anthem
and national flags in 1999, and legislating related laws endowing the country to dispatch troops
to neighboring countries such as Korea, is now provoking other countries as the Prime Minister
worshiped for the war criminals’ shrine while other countries are angry of Japan® s intention to
disorient the history by revising new history text bocks. We think Koizumi, PM of Japan 1s now

. showing his intention to resurrect the country s historv of war. In a way, we think it 1s

' Koizumi' s nature, as he never considers !

The problems of forced drafted people during the World War . and he never moves upon -

. international society and Asian people’ s arguing for compensation and apology.

But, if Koizumi regime wants to join as a member of Asian and world communty, he should
sincerely reflect his wrongdoing and should burden the country’ s respensibility. The reflection
and responsibility are given to the Japanese government and the violating enterprises.

We think that the problems of the past including the matter of comfort women will not be
solved if Japan' s attitude is not changed. Therefore, we will struggle to achieve Asia’ s peace
with the peace-loving people in Asia in order to obtain Japan' s apology and compensation upoen
war vicims, and to stop Japan' s tendency for becoming a war-able-country carried by the
extreme right wing of the country.

So, we, Korean participants of WCAR are asserting as follows;

1. Japan shogid stop legislating war-enabling laws, and militarism attempt.

2. Japan should confirm and apologize for its aggressive war, and shouid compensate for
victims and being violated people!

3. Japan should describe its history textbook comectly, and should perform the conclusions
of UN urging that human rights education should be conducted!

|

Protecting the Rights of

immi
zantWorkers

Gregory Orduyan, Dineros

national network for immigrant and refugee rights




International Movement Against All Forms of
Discrimination and Racism (IMADR) Jagan Commiitee
3-5-11, Roppon?i. Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0032, Japan
Tel/Fax: (+81)3-3568-7709

Email: imadrjc@ff.iij4u.orjp Website: www, imadr.org

AT

To Mr. Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi

7 August 2001
Kinhide Mushakoji, President, IMADR Japan Committes

Statement against the approval and adoption of textbooks
made by the Japanese Society for History Textbook Reform

.. We, IMADR-JC, strongly protest against the Japanese government for allowing the junior high school history ap
ci'yics textbooks made by the Japanese Society for History Textbook Reform to pass the screening process. We also firm
oﬁpose the adoption of the textbooks by some municipalities.
The Japanese government approved of these textbooks that try to transmit a distorted version of facts about Japar
colonialist rule, invasions, occupations, massacres and rape under the colonial rule. Moreover, the Japanese government refus
to make corrections to the textbooks as requested by the Chinese and Korean governments, as well as victims in and outsi
Japan, and non-governmental organizations. This means that the Japanese government itself justifies a war of aggressig
invasion and colonization of its neighboring countries as a ‘war of liberation’, liberating Asian people from European ¢
American subordination.
The textbooks neglect the three great principles of the Japanese Constitution, born out of the acute reflection on!

war that produced numerous victims: people’s sovereignty, respect for fundamental human rights, and pacifism. They procla
a state-centered, xenophobic and racist philosophy over human rights. Furthermore, they call for the need to build a
that can go to war by glorifying the ‘myth of the Emperor’, emphasizing an Emperor-centered Japan, and acquitting
Emperor from his responsibility in war. In addition, the textbooks are full of descriptions that are discriminatory agai
disdainful of women, defending fixed gender-based roles and the so-cailed ‘ie’ (household) system, thereby contradicting
recent developments towards establishing women’s human rights promoted by women around the world who had broken
silence.
In September the World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolera

will be held in Durban, South Africa. At this Conference, all governments will discuss on racism, racial discriminat
xenophobia, compensation for past invasions, colonial rule and related intolerance. The Korean governmeni, whose request
correction Japan refused, decided to demand, together with China and North Korea, the addition of the words, ‘necessity
education on past history’ in the Declaration and Programme of Action to be adopted at the Conference. Moreover, the th
countries are planning some joint actions on this issue in Durban.
The draft Programme of Action states that priority should be given to mainstreaming in education of the presentat

of a correct history, the correction and revision of textbooks and curriculum, and teaching of respect for and understanding
the history of minorities and neighboring countries, with a view to combating racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia
related intolerance. Compared to such developments at the international level, it is clear that the Japanese governmen
ignoring the role it should play in the international society.
We cannot but fear that the issue of textbooks, as well as the current moves towards an undesirable amendmen

the Japanese constitution, ignoring the original spirit of acute reflection on war and desire for peaceful co-existence of AS
peoples, and the visit by Prime Minister Koizumi to the Yasukuni Shrine, are contradictory to the promotion of internati€
solidarity at the citizen’s level.
The series of actions by the Japanese government totally ignore the 1998 Japan-Korea Joint Declaration express

apologies and regrets on the damages inflicted upon Asian countries, and many recommendations by the international soC
including the United Nations. They contradict Japan’s past official views and international commitments it made.
We demand that the Japanese government respond sincerely to the requests for correction made by Korean:

Chinese governments, and to the voices of victims. We demand that it recognize, reflect on, and compensate for its colonia {
invasions, occupations, massacres and rape under the colonial rule. We demand it make efforts to explain, and §
understanding of, Japan’s desire for peaceful co-existence with Asian peoples.
Lastly, concerning the adoption of textbooks by each educational board, we stand against the adoption process!

does not reflect the opinions of the teachers. We urge the educational boards not to yield under the pressure from the Japaf
Society for History Textbook Reform, to maintain the educational spirit described above, and to ensure that teachers
parents can take part in the adoption process.

2
I
2t
e
=

L1t 04

ZHl= AZIE

AL EZAAIAEY 7 & (2 £ 39 AAYAER A

e d2dAd ddy ZA442dUg. QLY gaAAe 2
el Ad EXE 92 €A 1928 @ 4Ze o ua
Zd kA odd A9 GuxNg Az Yerwoz ALY weu
o

¥l Zde AUz & 1910Qodd ZHANMETAAE Qg
PFdd (EAZAAY) Uy (AFZTAEE) So AHd =
9 Tohd AL el ddeds AA 2 EAY AL, dxe
F el EAANE wEA A YLe ox oU¥L g aw
Z44Fe BEMUoY. 12 Gy QeATEgF Ezou o
Ak AFdzd AFAAE Yosls gW LuMw xAAw
LERAY F434F w4, 28 5o AL TH 4 AL
rAdE5E F2RAYeU. 14d:E FZEHQGE (Are) & 3

2 % WA EE Fo z#HA gy,
d ES

1945 4ol ZHddEE JUAARAY sHFFAoy xduey
FTEERd ZFAYAAY L%, 2 45 AFoz o F o
HA 2 E AT E 1FdE Qe LA Hdeyco.
F oA Ad 2¥d YEAE & 60 FHY ZHATo A
FHIL d4vHT 1% EEA AF 4 wHzd diddd
A deddd 1 AeLFARIY .

EA2E AYAANY Aol HRod DDy W AT A
E o%%31 29544 21 Aesd LEdAd A= g =4
PEEd dHAE ZHAATeIBAE Ho =z wed, AEA A9
T ZA2%31 Pedd. 4dU9AAMY HFAA AHHd 2 A=
PH2dAEd HA3oz2 3 AdHd dF e LA THd 4P
22 A28 odYgucg. e zHA4AF HUYE zHdag
T oA g 4o AdARE HFY $I oyoE ez
H LEFEE Z4FE WA 21 HEdu ZA4I F9A
He FY¥ALY 2¥dAAZAE AP HA gL FIY, =4
Adg AdAAMAdd Fo A ZHAATAd e AEF =4

—




gL e=AYE FANFIL FIE HA fod e A
Zogdy ZHAZTd g dAF xE YA o] o}
ZAdAFold A E FHE d&= HARNEH FFAFH R
ZAARe SR FFIuUst AYdL Yol FHohuEE
A 2¥Y .
LEAAAANA Gdd ZHAMETdA AF, £, EE
f dFR oy vz 1 ARAAESYg HFAoEILE
AAdE ARUAANG FY HAAR AP ¥
+8H H4EJ, dds Y, 189 A8, 19
e AP EF Az AU, 2 8o
A A FA7 g3 SfEEdA ¥FH I Y

N
o
op
L0
2t

i
=
=z

o

g

b >

£ 32

HAore da
H

=
3

Moo R
2
o X om by
o
' >
2
b lo
ro
X
1%
-,

@
o

AFSd A dEAYY zHAAAREE ZEHoE A4A
Rol ZAAAYA HFE 4, FA24ALY 5.
~ de "FFgA4A A=A E dIL A FH .
Adgi1d By HEAH, ofejg L THozAH d HuzHd A
Aotg 921 #31d HYz YEddg. 1 A=A uLEHE I
g4 F%%= T Fd A g T2 BAUNAY HAFe =TI
dAY F42 ZEHg F A4 wAz dFY .,
Z4 %1 HFAF FHE EdA WFg dgd g E KA,
AsAdAdA2 FHozE2 %9 A4UAANYg FHFA H8AQ
Al d2d dARE EZAAFEF] AFHFoE 4P A AA
dE2AA 1284 AU, 4d-eld olAAAN FHdFLY &4
Ag FY, FAAA2 WEY dd Yz d&ddg. 184y
1032 AR 38, 23Fd874 A4 AP =S4
541 8T dEAHH9 d¥Yr.
kA gAY M E T Z AY BATAA (ZHAdATL E
A ®eo =)L FHely & EFE5 RPN 11 A 2 M
o £

[¢]
—

k=]

bl
fr 32
rie

.}
2]

ir

o E do b

ofl

O

il

= % A FHAFe] FEA ddg FHlYy T2 oS
Agdedg. 1% 3¢4d9 2us Hog Fo e AT
de FAIdH €& w€xA7 (d Z4A4%UAds oy Fge HEg) I

tTHE AFERSYE. E OLFEF 1 3P 2dE Ao Fs
EFY ddAH FE 4y F2 FAHo xR AT 4 AAd
A (3 ZdAZeA) B TaAGAF I3 g A EUSG. o9

2

3 A= d8%x g 2= AFUHS HH4d4 EEy 7
¥ TAZEF Fzxd Hy £z TRRBALIYG. 28 49
LA Hdq 2A ¥ (AuAyye V92 Ha48 ¢ =x 3
4 LE22 Fd ¥Eg Fzag), (19 FFad 53 1g
) ¥ 9 gH4AfE Az A=z ¥4,

dlAEL AEH LY Gz AR, 2493 &%
e %4831 A¢Ug, 3x¢¢ Y& FAILFNEEH Yy
tA A Y AR FFY Gy 1A & wxdRL F= (=
ALFAAZTEA) A Q= YA YA 2 FRxzHAeg
25 I AdAmg B do uyw e 2R, Sarge
AL e ELdATd g waze AERHEgYe] g o
A A Ay ¥Ry WEFA @ 7 FE zXTHd9g w39
¥ VL AF FE "YFd 9= HAdA #3313 Loy,

dFX tEd FE gE LW o F544d ¢332 9=
ABS 5, 1AE 3429 354 2z Adogs 2 ¢ WX
AEA dE FHd Q3 A A YEAFTAA wAHL YgE
1 dde 27 @AFE Fix 2z ey, dEARXE =4
#14 HYEeE dEgdsE x5 A% FAZAYG o 2xxs
FAZ2 Hda1 WFEAYIY FAg g7 48 =8¢ oy
Ak fed 1¥EHY g8 Ay s FASA Lo} F o
¥1 ¥A%IYE 4HdYg. oge dEA X5 ddAx 4w
AAwel Hdd g yase A HA & A4dd Fgexnq
U, Z4dd G99 g Zgazme dEAXY 158 ez
Aol 2oz FAEAYHHIE ¢ AEAdY .

LEA L ol Sy = g de2x dFg4e dde
Hgdd H8 2gaae SEc2RAY9Y . 959 dojg wo
1 UFHE %7 d8%d x4 Y s 14 1Reoz
Zd43 HE4Fe g 2 g4 o AA HSE=RA9Y =,

AL FAEIAAZ ALY E olgd & A9 8 +38 %9 JdEexgy
A HAdd AAg AVLALG @3 X% dAd4=F A3z
Aedot. 286 kst QLo Hy4go ALdEZHAAAY F o A
AXE dF¢d dadd 2HAE Ed g Edgdad 48 AEA
U 3¢ Asadxzs Jzsax e+Usd. 184 $28A5 9
TRAYE o 1% FART Y4y,

3




LEREE FAE AFAEAEAALEYg A1 AAAdA HS
1 odE AAYg AYLGAE AT 4i1d3d ETHE HGeEA
3 g4 A FHIFHAAHARXEH WEFREHG dFE AANI
LA A e ZAdAFTHE LEAT] HE HHE LS+ UE

2 A2I1%¢ FHAF LAYUG. 191 FALGE FAY

Urgent Appeal :
Equal Social Protection For Koreans!

The Association of Korean Human Rights in Japan

AR s Bid RLosz = Add pae @
Aol LdEAYYY wdHYg g £Z2 UWEAYLF dA, TS Social Discrimination Against Foreigners Should Be Corrected;
e B e ZE °l AHEHIL AT . The Japanese government excluded foreigrers including. Koreans from

the benefit of the national pension system for more than 20 years

from when it was established. Currently, elderly Korean and Chinese pe
ople, who are the direct victims of the Japanese colonization and

wars of aggressiom, still remain at a disadvantage although they despe
rately need the

support from the national pension system The same is true for disable
d Koreans in Japan.

Residential rights for the > people living in Utoro!

In addition, the Japanese government fails o protect the residentia
1 rights of Koreans, who were forced to work in munition factories and
mines during the colonial period. In the Utoro region of the Kyoto
prefecture, those who were forced to build the airport for the
Japanese wars of aggression and their descendants, about 230 people, a
Te about to be evicted from their homes. The government has not taken
any measure to prevent this from happening.

Urgent necessity of protection for the victims of the Atomic
bomb living outside Japan

There were many Koreans among the survivors of the A-bomb explosions
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.After they went back to their hometown in Ko
rea, the Japanese government excluded Korean A-bomb survivers from the
A-bomb Victims Relief Law.

Korean victims have the same right to be protected znd treated as the
the ones living in Japan.

# The Association of Eorean Human Rights in Japan Is an organization of experts
and research specialists including lawvers, certified public accountants, and
judicial scriveners, which was established with the idea of protecting the human
rights and lives of Korean residents in wapan. Jur work includes consulrtation,
violation against Human Rignts, research for elimination of systematic disc
riminations, and other human rights activities.

+-33-14. Hakusan, Bunkyo-ward, Tokyo, Japan
Tal.—— 81-3-3812-3800 Fax. — —~ 81.3-3812-5859
EZ-mail:Jinken@livedoor.com
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Dalit Caucus Handout: No.1

CASTE DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST DALITS
IS
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
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Work and Descent based
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, ranked from “high’ to °

the ruling group), Vaisyas (= the |
= the group which serves the other three

determining factor of this ranking order Brahmins are
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Who are the Dalits?

Besides these four major groupings, there is a fifth group, called the avarnas, that is, the
“Untouchables”. These are considered to be ritually impure and hence are said to fall outside
the social order of the caste system. They are known as “outcastes” and as such have
suffered social exclusion, marginalization and alienation for more than three thousand years.
As a visible sign of their ritually unclean status, they have been, and even today are, denied
entry into temples, full or independent participation in religious festivals, and are assigned
menial and degrading work considered to be polluting, as for example cleaning toilets,
skinning and disposing of dead animals, digging graves, sweeping, etc. These
“Untouchables” are today called “Dalits”.

The term “Dalit” literally means ‘crushed’ or ‘broken’, but more generally “Dalits” is
translated to mean ‘Oppressed People’. The term evolved in Asia, South Asia in particular,
out of the struggles of various Dalit movements to fight untouchability and caste-based
discrimination. These movements chose this name because it brought together all the affected
“untouchable” communities in South Asia under a common ideological appellation. In India
alone, Dalits number 160 million, whereas South Asia has around 260 millions - a little more
than 2/3 of European Union’s population!

What is Untouchability?

Untouchability in physical terms is a social practice of the caste system directed against the
Dalits by the four major social groupings as a result of polluting tasks specifically assigned to
the “Dalits”. In attitudinal terms, it is a mentality penetrated deeply among dominant castes in
their social relationships with the Dalits. In both ways the Dalits are denied their nght to
touch and to be touched by the non-Dalits (physical and social exclusion), to live with dignity
(psychological and spiritual alienation), to basic livelihood (economic deprivation), to contest
and vote freely in elections (political marginalization), and to practice their own religion and
culture (religio-cultural assimilation).

The physical and social exclusion mentioned above includes segregation of Dalits’ habitat
from those of dominant castes, separation of drinking vessels in restaurants, separate seats for
Dalit children in schools, etc. Economic deprivation means the denial of their right to access
to water, electricity, land, health facilities, sanitation, better job opportunities etc. If by any
chance Dalits try to defy the practices of untouchability, the consequences could be public
humiliation, destruction of properties (house, crops, etc), rape of Dalit women, verbal and
abuses, atrocities and murder, even mass killings.

What is Work and Descent based Caste Discrimination?

By assigning only to Dalits and only those works, which are considered impure and polluting,
the caste system has unashamedly indulged in the practice of discrimination against them for
centuries. Such works are said to be ordained by religion. This being so, Dalits can never
imagine to engage themselves in social mobility - whether it be in the economic, social,
political or religious spheres of life - for the types of works they should do are said to be
fixed and unchangeable, and determined to be so by their birth. Hence the descendants of
Dalit families have no other option except to perform the tasks and duties carried out
routinely by their ancestors. Philosophically speaking, work actualizes human dignity, an
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individual’'s freedom to choose different forms of work make space for creativity and
enhances the progressive growth of personality. Any social system, and in this case the
caste system, that obstructs this freedom denies the right of human beings as persons. In
other words, it is an outright denial of the right to be human Any effort by the Dalits to
circumvent the law of the caste system or to exercise freedom in this respect would invite
severe penalties and humiliation, including death, from the dominant castes. Thus “work ™ and

“descent” are mutually related and serve as the basis of discnmination engendered and
perpetrated by the caste system

A point to be noted here is that the term “‘work™ cannot be equated with such concepts as
“occupation”, “employment”, labour” or “jobs”. While these latter terms denote the modem
understanding of remuneration (salary, wages, income,etc.) and unionization (class basis)
which have respectability, recognition and high social status in society, the word “work” is
associated with menial tasks, manual activities, slavery, being bonded to the master, absolute
dependence on someone higher in status than oneself, dispensability, etc. Needless to say,

therefore, that the terms “work™ aptly describes the existential and social basis of Dalits’
functional status in society

Are the Dalits being Discriminated against today?

¢ In the view of the ruling political elite: The official response 1s NO for the State through
its Constitution has abolished untouchability and brought in equality of opportunities for
the social mobility of the Dalits, through its vanous legislations has ensured the Dalits’
right to life and secunty against all forms of atrocities.

¢ According to the dominant castes: The response is NO for the 54 vears of India’s
Independence era has done much for the socio-economic development of the Dalits. and

hence it 1s time that the State abolishes all forms of affirmative actions carried out in
favour of the Dalits.

¢ In the perspective of the Dalits: The resounding response 1s YES for India’s 54 vears of
freedom was not for the Dalits but for the dominant castes. “If you do not beliéve us,”
say the Dalits, “at least believe what the officially appointed National Commissions
say, and what their official data speak. BUT BEFORE YOU COME TO KNOW
WHAT THE COMMISSIONS HAVE TO SAY, PLEASE LISTEN FIRST TO OUR
STORIES IN THE SUBSEQUENT SERIES OF HANDOUTS™.

000000000000 JAI BHEEM ! 0000000000000

“The root of untouchability is caste system, the root of the caste system is religion attached to
varna and ashram, and the root of varnasharam is Braminical religion, and the root of
Brahminical religion is authoritarianism or political power.

Untouchability is only an extended form of caste and, therefore, without abolition of caste there is
no hope of abolition of untouchability.”

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar




The Palestinian Return Centre Explains

Why Zionism Equals Racism

The UN decision to declare Zionism a form of racism on 10" November 1975 was not the
result of an anti-Semitic campaign. It was the verdict of the majority mempers_of _thg wprid
body united and resolute in their determination to eliminate all_fo;ms of rac_lal c_h_scnmmatlon.
They affirmed that doctrines of racial differentiation or superiority are scientifically wrong,
morally condemnable, socially unjust and politically dangerous.

Shortly before the historic resolution was adopted, the Assembly of Head_s of Statg aqd
Government of the Organization of African Unity convened their twelfth ord_manf session in
Kampala (28" July to 1% August 1975) and declared, “that‘the racist regime in occu'pu_ed
Palestine and the racist regimes in Zimbabwe and South Africa haw_a a common 1m‘pena||_st
origin, forming a whole and having the same racist structure and being orgar;ucally linked in
their policy aimed at repression of the dignity and integrity of the human being.

rary to the practice of recording the reasons for its declarations, the UN was curiously
(s:t?gft o;ywords wﬁen it revoked Resolution 3379 in December 1991. With virtually nE prgamble
to cushion its impact, Resolution No.46/86 blandly read that the General Assembly "Decides tc;
revoke the determination contained in its resolution 3379 (XXX) of‘ 10 November 1975.
Analysts were left thereafter to surmise the reasons for this unexplained vq!te face._In the
event, it seemed that the United States of America, at the behest _of_ Israel,_lmposed it upon
the UN after its military victory in the Second Gulf War and the d[;tf\tegmt!on of -the Soviet
Union. Under the new world order it was irrelevant whether Palestinian national_ rzghts were
restored or not. This was the Age of Pax Americana, when the Iaqguage of mlss:lgs would
reign supreme and might, however brutal and inhumane, determined what was right and

acceptable.
The theory of Zionist racism

Those who imagined that the problem of Zionism would vanish b_y the s_troke of a pen were
grossly mistaken. Since 1991 it remained exactly as it was at the pme of its emergence in the
late nineteenth century, a ‘mischievous political creed’, accorc_h_ng to _Edwln Mon_tag_u the
former Secretary of State for India and Jewish member of the British Cabinet. Its obJect!ve as
affirmed in Theodor Herzl's Der Judenstaat (The State for Jews) vgas‘nolt only the founding of
a national home for Jews in Palestine but also the expulsion of its :nd|genou_s .people. Herzl
articulated the racist supremacist views that was typical of European colonialists yvhen he
wrote that the proposed state would become ‘a portion of the rampart of Europe against Asia,
an outpost of civilization opposed to barbarism.’ (p.96)

Since there is no human law to justify their eviction of the questinians_, and cIa|m_ to
superiority, the Zionists resorted to a higher authority. Like thg {0«_fnkaneers in South Africa,
they claimed to be the bearers of the ‘white man’s burden’ to civilize the daﬂ-aer races based
on Biblical sanction. Their posturing as the “Chosen People” confused many lnlthe w_est vyho
failed to distinguish where the revealed faith of Judaism ended anq where Z_:o_mst nationalism
began. In the end, the sanctity ascribed to the Jewish people in the' (ellglous sense was
transferred to them in the ethnic sense. They no longer constituted a religious community but
rather became an organic peoplehood with organic ties that pound them‘ together to the
exclusion of all others. Against this background Zionist leaders like Asher Ginsberg began to
speak of a Jewish “supernation.”

Apart from the obvious difference of racial identity, Zionism has remained conspicuously akin
to Pan-Germanism. They both believed in racial theories and presumptions on matters such as
“national character” and “exclusiveness”. In an article titled “Zionism in Germany”, Gerhart
Holdheim, a German Zionist official wrote in a 1930 edition of Suddeutsche Monatshefte,
(No.12), “The Zionist programme encompasses the conception of a homogeneous, indivisible
Jewry on a national basis. The criterion for Jewry is hence not a confession of religion, but the
all-embracing sense of belonging to a racial community that is bound together by ties of blood
and history and which is deep in its national individuality.”

Decades after Holdheim wrote his article a nineteen-member committee of prominent British
Jews issued a report in March 2000 titled A Community of Communities urging members of
their community to cast off their religious identity and “rebrand” themselves as an ethnic
minority. The amazing similarity between these two studies proves that Zionism like the
proverbial leopard is incapable of changing its nature. Thus, whereas Zionism requires a Jew
to prove his Jewishness by being a blind supporter of Israel, Pan-Germanism as advocated by
the Nazis proclaimed that all peoples of the Aryan race owed their foremost loyalty to
Germany, the Heimat. Ariel Sharon summed up the Zionist view when he said, “the first and
the most supreme value is the good of the State. The State is the supreme value."”

The practice of Zionist racism

In order to carry out the exploitation, repression, and expulsion of native peoples, settler
colonialism always denied their humanity wherever it took root. In South Africa the Dutch, and
later German and French settlers, systematically tried to dehumanize the African population.
Similarly, in Palestine, the Zionists consistently denied the existence and humanity of the
Palestinians. This vulgar obsession with racial supremacy has been a permanent feature of the
Israeli discourse both before the UN resolution of 1975 and after its revocation in 1991, It was
epitomized in Golda Meir's infamous outburst in 1969 that “there is no such thing as
Palestinians.” Similar slurs were reflected in the writings and speeches of Meir Kahane who
throughout the 1980s led forays into Arab villages addressing their residents as ‘dogs’ and
telling them to leave the country.> The former Sephardi Chief Rabbi, Ovadia Yosef, currently
spearheads this tradition. To mark the anniversary of the Deir Yassin massacre on 9" April
2001 he declared, “we must show them no mercy, we must bomb them with missiles and
exterminate those evil and cursed” Arabs.

Deep-rooted hatred of this kind is not confined to the Israeli religious establishment. It is also
at the core of its educational system and institutions. Recent academic studies confirm that
Israeli school textbooks and children’s storybooks portray Palestinians and Arabs as
unenlightened, inferior, fatalistic, and unproductive. After conducting a study of 124
elementary, middle and high school texts on grammar, history, geography and Hebrew
literature, Professor Daniel Bar-Tal of Tel Aviv University verified that there has been no
significant change in the country’s curriculum since the 1950s. He reported that although
these books contain less direct denigration of Arabs they still continue to stereotype them in
negative and retrograde modes. In their self-appointed role as bearers of civilization the
Zionists have even usurped the right to write the history of the Palestinian Arabs in Israel.
Though constituting one million (one-fifth of Israel’s population) the Palestinian Arabs hold
less than 1 percent of the jobs in the country’s Ministry of Education. As a result, they make
no input into the textbooks used in their schools, even though they are written in Arabic.
Wherever similar practices were uncovered in the west they were condemned as
'institutionalized racism’ or ‘ethnic bigotry.” In Zionist Israel they are slavishly whitewashed
and condoned by the United Nations.




Although Israeli textbooks depict the Palestinians as ‘cruel’, ‘bloodthirsty’, ‘killers’ and
‘robbers’, the history of the last ten months demonstrates just the opposite. More than 520
Palestinians were killed, five times as many Israelis during the same period. The military elite
who have ruled Israel in the name of democracy since 1948 have lost no opportunity to loot,
pilfer and destroy Palestinian property. The seizure of Orient House and theft of large
quantities of official documents represents yet another chapter of Zionist totalitarianism.

Zionism and the Palestinian right of return

Of all the discriminatory laws and practices of Zionism, none can match the Israeli Law of
" Return for its inequity. This law which was enacted on 5% July 1950 affords to every member
" of the “Jewish people” born anywhere in the world the right to immigrate to Israel and
become a citizen upon arrival. At the same time, it denies this right to Palestinian Muslims and
Christians who were born in Palestine and expelled during the successive wars of occupation.

~ Although Israel claims to be a modern democracy it still refuses to promulgate a democratic
constitution (as required by UN resolution 181) “guaranteeing to all persons equal and non-
discriminatory rights in civil, political, economic, and religious matters.” Instead, it prefers to
rule by an array of so-called Basic Laws. While the Law of Return seeks to ensure the constant
increase of Israel’s Jewish population, its legal adjunct, the Nationality Law enacted in 1952
aims to limit the growth of the Palestinians. Thus, whereas the latter guarantees automatic
citizenship to Jews through immigration, residence, birth and naturalization, it enforces a
completely different set of rules and conditions for Palestinians.

If ever the world became oblivious of the racist nature of Zionism, Israel’s Law of Return
continues to be a shocking reminder of this fact. In practice it contravenes international
human rights law as well as the human rights provisions enshrined in Articles 55 and 56 of the
United Nations Charter. Rights, which according to Article 80 (1), should be guaranteed to
“any peoples.” Instead of discouraging debate on the subject the UN Human Rights
Commission should immediately discharge its moral obligation and restore resolution 3379,
which equates Zionism with racism. Every attempt to whitewash Zionism serves only to
encourage Israel’s military occupation of Palestinian land. As long as Zionism is legitimized,
Israel would continue to deny Palestinian rights, flout international law, destabilize the Middle
East and perpetuate the cycle of wars that has now become endemic to the region.

Martin Buber the former leader and later critic of Zionism had no doubt about the way
forward;

Only an internal revolution can have the power to heal our people of their murderous sickness
of causeless hatred (for the Arabs). It is bound to bring complete ruin upon us. Only then will
the old and young in our land realize how great was our responsibility to those miserable Arab
refugees in whose towns we have settled Jews who were brought from afar; whose homes we
have inherited, whose fields we now sow and harvest; the fruits of whose gardens, orchards
and vineyards we gather; and in whose cities that we robbed, we put up houses of education,
charity, and prayer while we babble and rave about being the ‘people of the book” and the
“light of the nations”! (Ner, Jan-Feb 1961)

! L. Ziyad, Zionism: the Myth and Reality (Inchanapolis: 1980), p.2#
* Quoted in A Elmessin, The Land of Promisc: A Cnuque of Political Zicnism, (New Brunswick:
1977), p.12
' N Masalha, Impenal Israel and the Palestinians (London:2000), p 150
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BEAT BACK THE BUSH ATTACK!

T he New York Times recenﬂy reported
hat Mumia Abu-Jamal is the “most well
nown death-row prisoner in the U.S."

He has languished for almost 20 years
on Pennsylvania’s death row for a crime he
did not commit. Suppressed evidence from
nis original trial along with 29 constitution-
al violations by the courts, can not only
prove his innocence but also substantiate

that he has been J.mpnsoned for his politi-
cal beliefs.

Many forces within the anti-globaliza-
‘ion movement have embraced Mumia's
struggle for freedom. During - the
September 28 - October 4, 2001 Week of
Convergence in Washington, D.C., momen-
‘ous demenstrations will take place outside
‘he IMF and World Bank meetings.

On Saturday, September 29, there will
be a demonstration focused on George W.

Bush, the face of globalization and racism
:n the US. "Governor Decﬂh" will see thou-

sands s-urround 'he Wh1te House draw1.ng
the link between the struggle at home and
around the world.

Bush and the super-rich capitalist
class that his administration represents
want Mumia'’s silence more than his execu-
tion. Why? Abu-Jamal's eloquent wmtten
and radio commentaries speak out against
social injustices and their root cause cause,
including two commentaries on the brutal
assaults on anti-globalization protestors in
Genoa, ltaly. Abu-Jamal has been passion-
ately outspoken against the brutal plunder.
and super-exploitation of the resources and
people in the developing nations by the

~most powerful imperialist countries lead by
the U.S., dll for the sake of making super-

profits for billionairés like Microsoft CEO
Bill Gates.

Th_e case of Mumia Abu-Jamal is not
just about the persecution of one individ-
ual. Abu-Jamal has become the most rec-
ognizable face of the death penalty, police
brutality -and racist profiling in general.

Demanding his freedom at the September

29 demonstration will help to unite all of
those who want to take a powerful stand
against all forms of racism.

President George W. Bush was allowed

to steal the 2000 elections mainly from
African' American voters in Florida on

behalf of Wall Street and the banks. One:

important reason is that he is a strong pro-

ponent of the racist death penalty in gener- 7}

al. These issues cre not separate from the

anti-globalization struggle—in fact, racist’
repression is néeded to fuel the insatiable:

appetite of globalization that in redlity is
ccrpltcxhst axpcmsmn
There is only one force that can stop

the Bush attack—the mobilization: of ‘the

people.. A united campaign that brings
together people of color, workers both
employed and unemployed, immigrants,
women, lesbian, gay, bi and trans people,

For more information, contact
an organizing center near you:

NEew York City:
39 W. 14 St. 206

New York, NY 10011
212.633.6646 fax: 212.633.2889

. emall IQCEnter@lacenter org .

WASHINGTON, D. C..

1247 E Street SE-

202.543.2777 . 2
iace nterdc@yohoq.com_

dlfferentiy abled peonle enw.ronmentc:l-sts
people struggling to keep their lights and
gas on—in short, everyone who is being
and, will be attacked by the new reac-
tionary Bush administration—only such g
united force can succeed in beating back
this assault. -

We are the majonty. But our power can
only become real when we organize and
take action.

The Bush progrc:m poses a grcwe dan-
ger to people all aver the planet. That's why
everywhé.-re Bush travels abroad people
fill the streets to protest him nnd the poli-
c1es hy 'zepnesents -
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Dear U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan:

On the occasion of the World Conference Against Racism, we seek your
intervention in addressing and challenging the racial and ethnic discrimination
that characterizes the “war on drugs” in so many nations.

In the United States and many other nations, it is no longer possible to talk
honestly and frankly about racism without talking about the “war on drugs.”

This is a war not on plants and chemicals, but on human beings who all too
often are members of racial and ethnic minorities.

No place is this more evident than in the United States, which incarcerates
more people on drug charges than all of western Europe (with a larger overall
population) incarcerates for all criminal offenses. Among those incarcerated in
state prisons for drug felonies, Blacks comprise 57%; Latinos account for 22%.
In New York State — home to the United Nations headquarters — 94% of people in
prison on drug charges are Black or Latino.

Why? Latino and Black Americans use illegal drugs at roughly the same rates
as European Americans - so that is not the reason. The answer can only be found
in the racism and prejudice that permeate the “war on drugs” from start to finish.

Today, unequal treatment of racial minorities pervades every stage of the
criminal justice system. Police use of racial profiling is now well documented.
Prosecutorial decisions are racially skewed. So are sentencing practices.

The link between racial discrimination and the “war on drugs” exists not only
in the LS., but throughout much of the world. In one country after another we see
racial and ethnic minorities targeted and persecuted in the name of the “war on
drugs.”

We call on you, Mr. Sacretary General to place this issue on the agenda of
the United Nations for open and free discussion. And we call on all member
governments of the United Nations ~ most especially the U.S. - to end the “war
on drugs” and remedy its discriminatory and oppressive consequences.

*Sincerely,
Harry Belafonte, Actor, Producer
Julian Bond, Chairman, NAACP
U.S. Congressman John Conyers, Jr. {Democrat-Michigan)
Harvey Cox, Professor of Divinity, Harvard University
Dawd Dinkins, 106™ Mayor, New York City
~Joycelyr Eiders, Former Us. Surgeon General
Milton Friedman, Hoover Institution, Stanford University
Danny Glover, Actor, Producer
Ronald Hampton, Executive Director, National Black Police Association
Monika Horakova, Member of Parliament, Czech Republic
U.S. Governor Gary Johnson (Republican-New Mexica)
Mathilde Krim, PhD, Founder, American Foundation for AIDS Research {AmFAR)
Rabbi Michael Lerner, Editor, TIKKUN Magazine
U.S. Congresswoman Cynthia McKinney {Demacrat-Georgia)
Kenneth Roth, Executive Director, Human Rights Watch
Sylvester Salcedo, Veterans for More Effective Drug Strategies
George Soros, Chairman, Open Society Institute
Gloria Steinem, Feminist Leader, Author, Activist
Andrew Weil, M.D., author, Spontaneous Healing

* Mora than 250 people signed this letter, including those fisted above. For.a copy of the complete letter

and list of signatories please see wyww, druqwariniustice.org.
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UNITED STATES PERPETUATES
ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM

Environmental racism refers to
memm any act or failure to act by the gov-
B8 cnment or a private entity that has a
; negative environmental impact apd
disproportionately disadvantages In-
dividuals, groups,- or communities
based on race or color. For a dispro-
portionate number people
| of color in the U.S., envi- MRty
ronmental racism imposes
severe deprivations, such -
S :3 as shorter life spans,|
L higher infant mortality
ates, poverty, poor hous-T
ing, and an overall de-
graded quality of life. ¥
The National Black En-§
vironmental Justice Net- |8
work declares a state of gE==5es
emergency based on the |Child holding

v

of environmental

4 and econcmic injustice.

- L | \\-j‘ . - :.-:‘
“Environmental
clear and present danger |Racism Is Illegal'” sign at

racism |NBEJN Rally, September 2000 | color in the U.S. and
(Photo by EJRC)

- Black children are vulnerable
Our communities  and | diseases and deaths arising

workplaces have become |from significant toxic pollution CaT.L
unsafe and unhealthy as a [spewed in their neighborhoods. | Asian

communities and environment;
and promoting business practices
that plunder and deplete limited
national resources.

It is no coincidence that Black
communities in the U.S. are
plagued by the same hazardous
industrial facilities op-
erating in South Af-
M rica, Nigeria, Ecua-
™ dor, Brazil, and other

Bdeveloping nations.
P Shell, Exxon, Sasol,
and Occidental are
just a few of the mul-
&l tinational companies
that have demon-
3 4strated, with govern-
ment support, little
regard for the human
rights of people of

abroad.

Our Native Ameri-
Latino, and
sisters and

result of increasing pollu-
tion. We are sick and dying in neigh-
borhoods that are engulfed by nox-
ious odors, toxic gases spewed from
incinerators, chemicals emitted from
industrial plants, expansive landfills,
| military bases, nuclear facilities,
= weapons incinerators, contaminated
soil, diesel exhaust fumes, lead dust,
and pesticide sprays. .
The U.S. perpetuates environ-
mental racism by permitting the clus-
tering of polluting facilities in people
of color communities; establishing in-
effective programs for reducing toxic
emissions; developing health risk as-
sessments that are biased in favor of
polluting industries; undermining
laws that can be used to protect our

brothers in the U.S.
also suffer from the scourge of en-
vironmental racism and environ-
mental degradation. We stand in
solidarity with them in a movement
for environmental and economic
justice, fighting to end environ-
mental racism. All Americans and
indeed all of humanity are nega-
tively affected by the environ-
mental degradation occurring in
the United States and abroad.

While important strides, due to
pressure from citizen activism and
litigation, have been made in re-
ducing environmental hazards and
achieving environmental justice as
a matter of government public pol-
icy, far too much remains undone.

Highest U.S. Court Guts Civil Rights Law

In the case Alexander v.

Sandoval, the U.S. Supreme
Court, the highest court in the
country, ruled in April 2001
that citizens no longer have
the right to seek legal redress
under a federal civil rights
law, known as Title VI of the
Civil Right Act. Title VI was
enacted as a result of the civil
rights movement.

Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 196 mandates: “No
person in the United States
shall, on the grounds of race,
color, or national origin, be
excluded from participation
in, be denied the benefits of,
or be subjected to
discrimination under any
program or activity receiving
federal financial assistance.”

The Supreme Court
blocks lawsuits alleging Title
VI is violated when a feder-

ally-funded entity’s action has
a discriminatory effect. For
more than 30 years, Title VI
cases have been permitted in
all US. courts that allege
discriminatory effect. In Alex-
ander, the Supreme Court
dismissed these court
decisions by comparing them
to being “drunk.”

As the burden of proof for
intentional discrimination
requires an unrealistically
high level of proof, amounting
to an admission by a
defendant that it purposefully
discriminated, many discrim-
inatory practices like
environmental racism may go
on with impunity.

CIVIL RIGHTS &
ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM
Civil rights law has an im-
portant role in ending envi-

ronmental racism. There are
over 60 civil rights complaints
filed with the U.S.
government alleging a
violation of Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act by local
governments’ permitting
hazardous industrial facilities
to cluster in people of color
communitie. However, these
complaints have received no
review or determination from
the U.S. government.

In May 2001, African
American residents prevailed
in a federal court decision
that found a violation of their
civil rights under Title VI when
the state of New Jersey
issued environmental permits
allowing a cement facility to
locate in their community that
is inundated with toxic
industrial facilities. The state
has appealed the decision.

About the National Black Environmental Justice Network

The National Black
Environmental Justice
Network (NBEJN) was
organized at a gathering of
more than 200 Black
community leaders, activists,
lawyers, educators, and
students, who traveled from
over 30 states to strategize
on combating the
environmental, health and
economic crisis affecting the
Black community in
December 1999.

NBEJN is focused on
international human rights;
civil rights and equal

environmental protection; the
safety of communities
threatened by military and
industrial facilities; and a
new vision of economic
justice.

Recognizing the
concerted backlash by
industrial associations and
government agencies to stop
progress toward
environmental justice
achievements, NBEJN has
devised a strategy that
includes international human
rights advocacy. NBEJN
members have been actively

involved in the World
Conference Against Racism
Preparatory Committee
meetings and the United
Nations Commission on
Human Rights annual
sessions.

NBEJN members are
participating in the World
Conference Against Racism
to seek systemic solutions to
environmental racism; speak
out against environmental
racism in the U.S. as a
human rights violation; and
build international coalitions
of support.

NATIONAL BLACK ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE NETWORK (NBEJN)




