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5'" Asian Women's Solidarity Forum
~ April 15-17, 1998, Seoul, Korea

A Report by the Asian Centre for Women's Human Rights/Malaya Lolas

Presented by Susan D. Macabuag

A pleasant day to all of you! In behalf of ASCENT/ Malaya Lolas, I am expressing
our appreciation to the organizers of the 5" Asian Women's Solidarity Forum for
having persevered in this struggle for the restitution of justice and human rights
for the violations committed against women by the Japanese Imperial Army
during Warld War TT.

In a recent International convention, Ms, Mary Robinson, the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights said: "In recent times, there have emerged
extensive accounts of violence against women in times of armed conflict.
Systematic rape and other forms of gender based violence are increasingly used
as weapons of war in armed conflicts in different regions of the world." In the
same statement she urged "all States to ratify without reservations international
instruments relating to the protection of human rights of women" and that "It is
the responsibility of all civil society to lobby their respective Governments to
withdraw all reservations to international human rights treaties, in particular
those relating to the human rights of women." As we all know, the recognition of
violence against women in times of armed conflict was made possible primarily
when the Asian women, 50 years after World War II, have made known the
stories of sexual slavery.,

ASCENT/ Malaya Lolas

In the Philippines, six years after the first Filipino comfort women came out, the
Malaya Lolas continue to demand direct state compensation and individual
apology from the Japanese government. The Malaya Lolas reject the Asian

_ Wcmenj_s Egnd as it di i ; P [l



Malaya Lolas is an organization of former Filipino victims of military sexual
slavery and violence by Japan. It is a program of the Asian Centre for Women's
Human Rights and it was formed as part of the protest action initiated by the
former comfort women against the Asian Women's Fund. Malaya Lolas has about
102 members, all in their advanced age.

The main objectives for which the Malaya Lolas was organized are:

1) To have a better understanding of women's human rights especially in the
context of women victims in wart and armed conflict situations;

2) To advance a campaign both in the national and international level for
restitution of justice and human rights for the victims;

3) To campaign for the rejection of the Asian Women's Fund and continue to
demand for direct state compensation;

4) To campaign and urge Japan to accept the recommendations of UN Special
Rapporteur Rhadika Coomaraswamy;

5) To advance a campaign to redefine and broaden the definition of wartime
rape to include sexual slavery, forced impregnation, mass rape, chemical
warfare impact, military sexual slavery, genocide, trafficking, physical
experiments, mutilation as war crimes;

6) Build solidarity for comfort women and other survivors nationally and
internationally.

An outstanding case of violence against women documented by the Malaya Lolas
Is the case of mass rape in Mapanique, Pampanga, Philippines. The incident
happened in the early morning of November 23, 1944. The Japanese Imperial
Army bombed the village, pillaged their homes and property, tortured, mutilated
and killed the men in front of their wives and daughters. These women were
then captured and brought to a house they used as a garrison where each one
of theim were raped by two or more soldiers. Today, there are about 90 survivors
of that mass rape. Today, too, the house which the villagers call “Bahay na Pula"
or "red house" still stands on the same Spot, a mute witness of a gruesome past.

Accomplishments

» To this date, not one of the Malaya Lolas had received the Asian Women's
Fund. The Malaya Lolas believe that the Asian Women's Fund only distorts
the issue. Justice will never be realized unless Japan clearly admits the
responsibility of the state and offers legal compensation.



» ASCENT sought for and requested Prof. Frits Kalshoven to appear as an

expert witness on International Humanitarian law. Prof. Kalshoven is a
professor emeritus of international Humanitarian Law, who in 1992 and 1993
was the Chair of the UN Security Council commission of experts to investigate
war crimes committed in former Yugoslavia. As an expert witness, he
discussed a set of international laws established 90 years ago - the Hague
Convention and he affirmed that individual war victims can claim
compensation from the government for war atrocities committed by the
Japanese military army, Prof. Kalshoven was the first overseas legal expert to
speak before a Japanese court.

Progress of the court hearing:

Lola Gertrude Balisalisa of the Malaya Lolas appeared before the final
hearing at the Tokyo District Court. The Japan Committee to support the
Malaya Lolas, a solidarity network of Japanese groups provides support for
the lawsuit.

Founded on the premise that judicial institutions remain the most
important mechanism for the defense and promotion of fundamental
rights, the Malaya Lolas is laying the groundwork for the filing of a lawsuit
for the victims of the mass rape in Mapanique, Pampanga. A group of
Filipino lawyers have prepared the statements of the survivors while
historians and researchers from both Japan and the Philippines are
conducting extensive research to provide the lawsuit with the necessary
facts and historical as well as legal perspective.

Networking: nationally

The Malaya Lolas hold regular assemblies as well as commemorative
programs for special events in their history such as: (1) Nov. 23, the state
date of the incident in Mapanique (2) March 8, International Women's Day. It
also holds solidarity gatherings on special events such as Christmas Day.
These events are usually covered by the media which brings attention to the
cause

Malaya Lolas has established linkages with schools and other women NGOs to

generate support for the victims particularly in addressing the stigma of rape.




Networking: internationally

Malaya Lolas joins and supports solidarity efforts by other groups. Among
these efforts are; the Peace Boat, the consultative meeting held in Taipei,
Taiwaniorganized by the laipei Women's Rescue Foundation.

Malaya Lolas have hosted several visits from the International community
who come to Mapanique, Pampanga to have a better perspective and
understanding of violence against women in war situations.

ASCENT of which Malaya Lolas is a program, organized an International
Conference on Violence Against Women in War and Armed Conflict Situations
in Tokyo, Japan towards the end of 1997. The conference was attencled by
scholars, scientists, researchers, academicians, women activists - experts in
their fields. The proceedings and conclusions of said conference focused on
the enormity of the tragedy the women have to live with, the unprecedented
nature of human rights violations, the denial of justice and reparations and
the Immeasurable ruin of human life. This will form a substantial contribution
to the deliberations of the Special Rapporteur, Rhadika Coomaraswamy. In
her forthcoming report to the Commission on Human Rights this year.

Evaluation and Plans for the Future

For the Filipino, the cause of the comfort women has gone a long way since the
issue came out a few years ago.

THe victims have gained public recognition in many ways for their courage to
speak out. The recognition has given the victims confidence and self-esteem.

Comfort women in the Philippines have established linkages both on the
national and international level have generated some support from these
solidarity groups.

The issue has been brought to the attention of the United Nations and it is
now being seriously considered by its committee on Human Rights
particularly focusing on violence against women as condoned by the state.

The court case for the first batch of plaintiffs was sustained up to the
submission of the case for decision.



Problems

Despite the long way that the issue on the Comfort Women has gone. Japan
continues to refuse to admit its war responsibility and payment of compensation.
The conservative group in the government continues to exercise their influence
and continue to work for the elimination of references to "comfort women” in
their textbooks.

Locally, the advocacy group, ASCENT which has undertaken the task and the
challenge to bring about redress for the Filipino comfort women is burdened with
problems of lack of logistics and personnel. This continues to hamper the work
desplte deep commitment and relentless effort.

Differences in opinion and approaches among the groups working on the issue
locally, have also contributed in weakening their act as a major political group.

Meanwhile the victims continue to grow weak and sickly requiring more medical
attention. Many have already passed away. Time is running out on most of the
victims.

Plans

« ASCENT/Malaya Lolas will continue to demand that Japan admit its
responsibility for war crimes; restitution of justice thru direct legal
compensation and apology by the state.,

. It‘will continue its campaign agalnst the Asian Women's Fund.

« It will continue its solidarity actions with the victims locally and establish
stronger solidarity actions with other victims in the region.

« ASCENT/Malaya Lolas pursue the filing of the lawsuit for the victims of the
mass rape in Mapanique, Pampanga, Philippines.

It will undertake a continuing education program for advocates and victims
for a better understanding of women's human rights.
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