Freedom

The Women’'s International League for Peace and
(WILPF) and Women’s Global Leadership for Peace

. An Assessment of Women Working for Peace Internationally.

Betty Burkes
(US Section President of the WILPF)

(Introductory Remarks)

\WILPF is celebrating its 82nd anniversary this year. Our founding mothers came together in 1915
in the Hague to protest against the war then raging in Europe, 10 take action and tolsuggest wa:s to
end and prevent wer in the future. The primary objectives of the League arel tg a@meve, thrup
peaceful means,; world disarmament, full rights for women, racial and economic JUSTiO?, a &Btglraue
economy and an end to all forms of violence. WILPF organized 10 establish the political, social, and
psychological conditions which can assure peace, freedom and justice in the ‘wodd. o

WILPF has Sections in 42 countries on six continents, liking women working for peaoer and justice
aroundthewoﬂdandsen.ﬂngtheumed Nations in a consuitative capacity. Asammenspe@e
betw%nkeymndissuesandtherootcausesomoienoe

ganization we Stress the interconnections
. and how each of these issues are related to peace and

against women, discriminafion and inequality _
security. Ourctxmptforpeaoeisaprooessbywﬂchwetrytodlscovﬁrtruth‘, eng
We regret that this broad concept of peace is not reflected in the Beijing Haﬁqm for Action,
updated road map for attaining "equality, development, and peace” by the new r'nliennium The
"peace issues’ were discussed under the headiine “Women and Armed Conflict” at Ihg UN\Forum
which does not address our poliic understanding of peace, a process in constant creation and
evolution. ItisaMﬁMmetMnﬁeabsermdwmiMerﬂngofanactne_oonlﬂid. |
Comparing the Platform for Action with the Forward Looking Strategies from the Ngirou Women's
World Conference in 1985, we clearly see a less inclusive understanding of peace whch f@ses
mainly on women as vicims of war. Less consideration is given 10 women's contributions in finding
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solutions to conflicts and preparing for sustainable peace. This trend in official discussions ins
diametrically opposed to the overwhelming interest in the complexity of peace issues expressed by
women at the NGO Forum.

the Beijing Conference symbolized the evolution of the international women's movement from a
special interest factions to key players in shaping the global agenda. Beijing was not only a
conference about women. It was a conference by women, taking action to participate in the public
debate about world issues.

The United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women put women's perspectives at the top for
he global agenda. The Beljing conference, building upon three decades of women's collective work
and wisdom, showcase the successes of the women creating an intemational women's movement.

The Conference touched the hearts and spirits of the Women of the world. It was a celebration of
being female, embracing and elevating women's ideas and experiences in building community and
nation. It affirmed women as leaders. | have been encourage by the fact that women have not let
the experience in Beijing die.

The Peace Tent at Beiiing was a central meeting place for women from all continents to exchange
and strengthen women’s analysis and actions for a lasting peace.

In the purstit of peace and justice, individuals and groups left Beijing with new agendas for
research, new global networks, and newly-honed lobbying tools. Today, researchers and teachers are
leading curriculum reform efforts in schools and universities.  Foundations are reexamining their funding
priorities. Women's groups from Africa to the former Soviet bloc are strengthening their own ranks, in
some cases creating support and advocacy networks where non existed in 1990,

In rural and urban settings, women and men have been empowered and are taking up the
challenge of reconstructing their lives after the devastations of war, and environmental disasters. The
change is basically on e of more people acting on their own behalf, in a context of community-based
organizing. The strategic location for women's leadership is everywhere.

There are former refugee women in Cambodia who are forming NGO' s and running for office to
help bring attention to the need for medical care for millions of people. There are people like
Rigoberta Menchu and the refugee organizers returing to plant and harvest and live in Guatemala.

Women are taking leadership in countries like S. Africa and Uganda where political affirative
action is in place and women are organizing to capitalize on the opportunity. The leadership of these
groups comes from within the oppressed communities themselves, where women have become
exhausted from injustice and inaction,  If anyone is going to tum the promising words of Beijing into
action, it will be these women participation gin the public debates and policy making department.
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A group called Women's Eyes on the World Bank aims 10 hddthe\:‘@d Bank'aoooumabtefor its
Beijing commitment to enhance funding opportunities for women in developing countries. Anome‘rof 9
group, Equality Now, launched a campaign to advance a woman candidate tq secretary-general
United Nations. And in Afghanistan, a group of women is working on imefmnqwal support to counter
a newly repressive regime. Together these groups testify to the power of pefsastence ‘

Building on the women's platform established at the World Conference in Beijing, @ del_eggu(‘)n of
women gathered recently in Cuba 10 draft a call to women in the hemisphere to Ifgrm'an _|nmanve for
peace between Cuba and the US and to discuss ways to increase women's participation in the arena

' j jtics.

’ Imgei ?:icalled Sister to Sister and they are daiming their right and rWUiity to make
their voices heard regarding global policy, resolving conflict and action toward egahtanlan development.
Like the women of Korea who are urging a resolution to tensions in the Korean gen[mgla, their are
oonoemedabommdangerouslevelofmsmitybemeenmeUSandCuba,espec%ajlysumethe |
downing of the Brothers to the Rescue planes last February and the passage of the Helr_rs—Bunon Bill.
Their plan is to mobilize women from the US, Cuba, Canada, Latin America and the Caribbean 10
US-Cuba conflict.
mamréz m?an International Women's Solidarity Conference in Apnl 1998, Wren like
us have been making the paint that we have a right to be included when intemat‘lonai_ deas_uons are
being made that radically affect our lives, and every decision does. This Symposium is an important
step to making that right reality.

The Women's Peace and Justice Treaty developed by WILPF was revitalized after Beijing. Itis a
suin@omdtoamdcaiﬂaﬁomaﬂmdrdaﬁomﬁpsbaweenmmo@mmﬁdme
Americans. It outlines strategies for women to women citizen diplomacy, international sisterhood and
cooperation. UkethetreatylhewonenoftheumedStamoondudedmmuewrgnofVletnam
dLﬂngour(hverrnﬁnfsWaragainstthGpeopleof\ﬁatmminme'B(Jsand"st,msTreaiymarks
ourcorﬂmﬂnginthetradmonofv\m\enreadmgauossborderstohelpeammherfmgesystemd
Wim?mmm Colombia last November to Witness mmn’speaoemmandtoh
oﬁerprdectionandv‘ssitﬁlityto@oﬂa@aﬂas,maoeactixﬂsta:ﬂmayoroithetmmompanado. this
delegmimretumedmedx:aieamimmnm“oﬂdabunmmgnepemenmedbyﬂ?s&called
war on drugs. ﬂeyaredevetopingapmgrarntoemoseandmumewmdmgs.mm@
beiieveisanesteforWdermarﬁomessioninpooroonmriﬁesinbommeUSandLann
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America.

International Women's organizations are leading the work to expose, debate and inform the world
about the abuse of Children by intemational corporations in their sweatshops and to eradicate the
discriminatory treatment of women. We are joining with women in unions to take action against the
consequences of privatization policies and the unfair distribution of wealth. An Intemational Meeting of
Workers Against Neo-Liberalism and Globalization will take pace in Cuba this Summer.

Abaliion 2000 is a Global Network to Eliminate Nuclear Weapons. WILPF's Campaign called
WIND, Women Insist on Nuclear Disarmament, is an international network of women, working locally,
nationally and internationally for nuclear disarmament.

The comfort women's campaign demonstrates that human rights mechanisms and world attention
can add moral and political weight to efforts to end abuse.

Great cross fertilization of idea and action is occurring thanks to modern communications.  This is
how the women's movement can make a difference, because it brings women together to share ideas.
That is why it was so gratifying in Beljing that there was an explosion of energy from the grassroots
of the women's movement in exchanging experiencers, in communication and in resistance.  Things
will never be the same.

Among Beijing's accomplishments, the Platform for Action stands frist as a tremendous impetus for
the creation of a viable network of women's organizations discovering the power in our numbers, our
experiences, our vision and our commitment to a justice that is not just an abstraction. The
docurment, while not legally binding, sets forth moral guidelines to governments throughout the world. It
is an instrument of change to be used as a reminder to national governments and intemational bodies,
demanding the implementation of the agreed policies. We most be vigilant, holding our govemments,
accountable for what they supported in Beijing.

Women are forming strong relationships and leadership o counter the negative effects of free trade
and unrestrained capitalism, led by the United States. But as we meet, the 29 countries that comprise
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the rich nations club (South
Korea being the latest country to sign on) are negotiating a global investment treaty, the MAI, which
would accelerate economic Globalization while at the same time greatly restricting the power of
democracies to control investment policy.

The negotiations for this agreement have been conducted in secret for over 2 years. There have
been no public debate or discussion.




The Multilateral Agreement On Investment will undermine over 50 years of accomplishments of
public trust intemational law. Forward Looking Strategies and the Platform for Action recently won by
Women in Beijing could easily be crumpled and ground into dust as the corporate machine rolls
destructively on , working in ways inherently counter to the processes of nature and counter to the
mysofamstainableoorrmmitywﬂd\sithebasisofsecurityforwomenanddﬁldren.

The proposed Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI) would greatly hinder the ability of
govemments to combat the worst consequences of economic Globalization; increased disparity of
wealth and income, growth of national and global monopolies and loss of democratic control of a wide
range of policies from human rights to the environment, from labor rights to welfare policy. Women
working internationally for Peace in the 21st Century are challenged to alert the international community
of the alamming efforts of the Global Fortune 500 to constitutionalize corporate power and domination
world-wide.

Virginia Rasmussen, a chemist and social activist working with The Program On Corporations, Law
and Democracy (POCLAD), recently stated at a US conference on the MAI

"Y&s,wennsimkm.vtodefeatpassageofthefvw.bmtheoommdthaxwkandofour
Iargertaskistoa'eaieadasogJeaxﬁadeeperunderstarﬂmintmwmreabanehthionof
"who's in charge of our human and planetary future?” What is the appropriate refationship between
people in the democradies and comporation? She asks whether we can begin to build our solidarity
mmgamzrgamroamagairstmrpuateMHmarﬁexoeﬂvepcwer,Mamuﬁwrmw
subordination and oppression which is where regulatory law and treaty grievance panels put us, but

around the Will to Define our own culture and communities and the will to put the corporations in their

proper place. Wil life and times in the 21st Century fall to the logic of the market or will the look of
the future be the outcome of democratic choice?”

There can be no recondiliation with the MAI.
Peace and Security are inexiricably finked to women attaining equality and justice, but also to

women taking charge and leadership in reclaiming power within our communities, protecting them from
the onslaught of corporation, the visible reminders of the Patriarchy. It is clearly in the interest of

human communities and cultures and imperative that women intemationally reassert our authority in the

global, national, and local places of power and dedision making, redefining progress, development and
the terms of investment.

g ||

It is not enough for us to simply protest or undertake humanitarian work at the level of civil society
in order to change society. A feminist based movement must also generate the thinking and ideas,
create the public debate and participate fully in the structures of state. Women have 1o be a natural
and nomal part of all discussions and deliberations. Otherwise, women's perspectives and
experiences will be ignored.

As we demand to be included, we must have a commitment ourselves to be indusive and to
create a process o all sections of the world of women are able to come forward and participate
equally in strategic planning and political movements. We must draw on the vision of those who
might be materially poor but knowledgeable and ready and able to lead.

Finally, women moving forward, collectively with great love and compassion, envisioning and
creating a culture of peace, based on respect, cooperation and partnership, replacing the cuiture of
violence and war driven by greed, competition and domination defines our work and our opportunity
Women are a priority and women's intemational cooperation and leadership is at the root of our
sunvival and sustainable in the 21st Century. ’
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Positive and Negative Factors in the Road to Peace,
Reconciliation and Unification in the Korean Peninsula

Kim Hee-eun
Cl'airpersonal‘thepeaoeandUniﬁcation Committee of KWAU

1. Introduction

The Korean people with the experience of the Korean War, which recorded more than five

million casualties, have desired the end of the Cold War poliics more than any other people in the
world. To live in peace and security has been almost a national prayer. Thus since the late 1980s
MenmeCddWarmmaﬁmbet“eenﬁBWesiemand Eastem bloc came to an end and
infemational relations moved to a direction of reconciliation and cooperation, the high hopes of the
Korean people that the Cold War iceberg would melt down in the Korean peninsula as well reached
its peak However, intensified tension and war threats did not disappear from this temitory.

We Koreans as one homogeneous nation with history of five millennia feel it is a shame to
e)demmedMSimofKoreaimomennentyﬁrstwrﬁury.Mdnisnﬂs reason that unification has
beoometheutmostobiecﬁveoﬂhemeanwople.l-lere,byana!yzingmeposiﬁveandnegative
factors for peace, reconciiation and unification of Korea, | would like to provide some insights that
would a help in finding a shorter cut in the road to reunification.

2. Negative Factors

2-1. Big Powers Blocking the Unification of Korea

Regarding the issue of Korean unification, Washington has recently announced that Americans -

woliketoseeuiﬁcaﬁmtakeplaoeinameeqﬂoonditionsbetweenthemr(oreas,mearing
thattheU.SwujdtrytoiadtitaterefwrsmdeoomrﬂcdeveloprrerﬁinNorﬂwKorea.Blnatme
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same time the American govemment wants to maintain its military presence in South Korea in the
name of regional security, and also to deter South Korea from being a strong power in the region.
American political analysts do not hesitate in expressing uncomfortable feelings about “strong unified
Korea"; they question what if unified Korea forms alliance with China, and what if militarily united North
and South Korea comes to antagonize Japan.

Such opinions are also heard from Asian states. Donald Gregg, former American ambassador to
Seoul, has mentioned that Chinese officials explicitly expressed their affitude that the neighboring
ocountries of China should remain weak (Newsweek, May 1997). In fact, China has shown ambiguous
attitude toward the Korea issue; on the one hand, it has provided food aid to North Korea to help the
regime survival, but on the other hand, it remains passive in terms of the four-party talk proposals.
China has also made a number of trade agreements with South Korea.

Therefore, | see the conflicting interests of big powers surrounding the Korean peninsula lay a
stumbling block in the road to unification of Korea. '

2-2. South Korea’s Dependent Relations with the U. S. '

The word is not any more a bipolar system divided into a communist bloc and free
democracies. But many people still think the U. S. should play the fixed role of world police. The
South Korean version of this belief is that Washington is the big brother of democracy and Wwill- protect
South Koreans from outside threats. This misconception hinders Koreans from making rational
judgement and policy choice, especially in terms of North Korean relations.

South Korea has handed over to the U. S excessive authority which even infringes its state
sovereignty. For example, Provision 4 of the R O. K - U. S. Mutual Defense Agreement states
"based on mutual agreement, the Republic of Korea permits and the United Sates of America accepts
the right of the United States to deploy the American Army, Navy and Ar Force in and nearby the
Korean teritory.” This provision allows arbitrary deployment of the American Forces at any place in
South Korea. This is an evidence of undeniably unequal agreement between two Sovereign states.
Compared with the U. S. = Japan Mutual Defense Agreement which requires prior consultation with the
Japanese govemment in case of the deployment of American Forces, its unequal nature becomes
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more clear.

The operational command of the Korean Forces, moreover, is in the hand of an American
genera!,theCmnanderoftheRO.K-U.S.CwbmedFm. In addition, Koreans pay much
more for the maintenance of American forces stationed in their own territory: in 1993 Korean taxpayers
paid 78% of the total cost, much higher than the cost-sharing rate of 33% in Gemmany, 76% in Japan
and 25% in the NATO member countries. Washington sends its troops to other countries to protect the
pdtticalarﬂeoomrﬁcintereﬂso”\rmﬂcansthennetv%.notofanyomelse,sotMreislitﬂereason
ofWnythepeopleinlhehostingoountrystujdpaysommfortheirmimemnw. In case of the
Philippines, they receive from the American Foroes $ 180 million per year for land use.

Another instance of unequal bilateral refation is the SOFA(Status of Forces Agreement). Drafted
during the Korean War, the Agreement came into effect in 1967 and was amended in 1991. A?aordm
totheSOFAMmSOUMKueanmoseaﬁasarewarmﬁaMimamgateswoeﬁedMEﬂmm
SGMKGea,arqxesenmﬂvedtmNmncangwammmmwaysmmmlogemﬁSmm
nadebyawspedmmmmpr&eefmdagovamemwegmonlomnseﬁect

Furthermore, whenever there is a request from the American military authorities, the suspect
rrmtbehardedwerlothemneﬂcans.Ifthesuspedwasontisfherdmyorescapeslothe
American military base, South Korean court cannot exercise its judicial power. Since 1945 when the
American Forces were stationed in the South, crimes committed by American soldiers have recorded
ﬁ»emperdayinavaamamauncasesperyewatm)dmﬂwgnymmmﬂn
immﬂKaeam,nmﬂywmn,MvebeenﬂdiMzedbyﬂnuim&eofMeﬂcam

ﬂn&asbngasthesemeqﬂagememamaepermmaﬁmsarenmmm,
indepmdaﬁapproadmethKoreatmardmiﬁcaﬁmishazdtobeemeded.

9-3. Ultra-right Groups’ Propaganda on Anti-communism and Unification by
Absorption

Obsmwm—wmmgﬂedogyuha-ﬂgﬁgminmmm have failed in making
mmmmmmfummuimmmmmmmme,mmwmw
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forces arrested the people who argued for sending a delegation of condolence to the North when
Kim Ii-sung had died. Suppressing the food aid campaigns in the South is another example in point.
Such rigidity of the extremists inhibits an independent approach in solving the Korean problems, and
rather deepens dependent relations with big powers.

Some Koreans regard the food crisis in the North as a total crisis of the North Korean system
and what South Koreans have to do is just to wait for its collapse and then to swallow up the North.
This kind of arrogance is definitely based on the economic affluence of South Korean society.

But we have to keep in mind that the data about economic situation in the North is hard to be
compared with that of free market economies because the method of assessment is totally different.
This makes us more difficult to grasp the actual size of North Korean economy. Furthermore, the
economic activities of the North Korean military, which is known to engage not only in production and
distribution but also in exports and imports, are behind the curtain. Some even argue that its size will
account for about 20-40% of the total GNP of North Korea. '

Therefore, the naive optimism that the ongeing food crisis will eventually result in the collapse of
the system is groundless and lacks correct understanding on the dualistic system of the North Korean
economy. More importantly, the collapse of the North is against the best interest of South Koreans.
South Koreans will not be willing to acoept the chactic situation and economic burdens caused by
such sudden breaking down of the North Korean society. Both imational antagonistic attitude toward the
North and unrealistic approach to unification will hinder the process of peaceful unification.

2-4. Anti-North Korean Legislations and Security Policies

South Korean security agencies still view North Korea as their major enemy. Though the Basic
Agreement between North and South Korea states that the relations between the two is not a
State-to-state relation but a special and interim relation in the process of reunification, it is not
practiced in reality as it is written in papers. South Korean policy toward the North is fluctuating from
an approach of "partners for reunification” to & position of "an enemy state under political and military
confrontation.”
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Since 1995 the Kim Young-sam government has maintained the position that North Korea |s an
enemyoftheMarﬂﬂ'egovermemmsﬂeobligaﬁmtoprmedlmpeoﬂefrmel@
ttmaatsbyttveM.Tﬁsismereasoaneouissorehx:tantincmngngme‘wrrentamsﬁ: ,
into a peace treaty. Furma',theSOUmmﬁngovenMdoesnotalmplﬂmamtof
information on defense spending, induding the imports of military weapms and .relaled comuption.
Defense industries and weapon traders are all obstades for the peaceful unification of two Koreas.

Ancther barer to reunification is the National Security Law(NSL). Based on Article 3 of the
South Korean Constitution, which states that the temitory of R O. K is the whole Korean peninsula,

including the islands, Artide 2 of the NSL defines North Korea as an enemy, anti-state institution.;ﬂxs
iongastheNSLeﬂstsinSou’dwKorea.howwnpeodevﬁewNoﬂhKoreansaspaﬂners or

unification?

2-5. Anti-Communist Education and Media

SjmethedvisionotKorea,SomhKoreanstudenlshavebeentaugmat schools that North
Korea is an enemy state which alwayswekstoinvadetheSomh. For instance, _in t'rhwe‘textbookfor
MddedeMnB.ﬁsaysmMIeMKWeamdeﬁrepeacemI unification IIISIIheNOfﬂ’l
KoraanregimetmaidsonsodaiismandadreamdcormmzingmeSoummman society.

Recently when the Chungbuk section of the Chungyojo, an unauthorized teachers' trade union,
launched a food sharing campaign among students, the Chungbuk Office for Educational Affaires sent
a direction 1o all schools to stop such campaigns, arguing that food sharing is not adequate and In

fact bad for the health of growing students. ‘ |
Inaddtion,mmentheHankyormDailyplannedaneverﬁtosendnoetohbrth%{oreancﬂidren

the South Korean government asked the company to cancel such campaign, criticizing that food aid

ca:maignbyamcﬁawmamwﬂlhelpthe!\brmmeanpmpagandaarﬂcou@beusedasfcpMa
then'ilitary.so'rtmjdbeawasleofvaluablemrce.N\tteexarrpi&srrenhoneereareyuﬁaﬂ
ioebergdanﬁ—hbmweanemmﬁminmmmmchismdngalomﬂemmﬂmm

to unification of Korea.

Comemaﬁuemtueofnthoreanmdaacﬁsamlherpmuemtowsgtmﬂm In particular,

_1{}4..

when civilian campaigns for food aid to North Korea gained popularity, the press started to release
groundless information that the food delivered to the North is not distributed to the people but to the
military.

2-6. Indifference toward the Divided Situation

Another stumbling factor to unification is indifference of South Koreans toward unification and
North Koreans. Some people explicily express that they would prefer the status quo to unification.
Such opinions have recently increased among young South Koreans. According to a survey conducted
by the Hankyoreh to 3,000 young Koreans above twenty years old, one third of South Koreans
answered that they did not feel the divided situation in their day-to-day life. And this was more
prevalent among the people in their twenties and thirties than the people in their forties and fifties. The
rate of people who felt the divided situation was 48.0% among the twenties, 66.6 % among the thirties,
76.2% among the forties, and 86.3% among the fifties. v

Positive effects of unification are easily disregarded. For example, reduction of military spending
from both sides will bring enormous amount of financial resource. Combined natural 'resources and
transportation system of unified Korea will attract trade with China and Russia. But South Koreans tend
to look at the dark side of unification — their economic burdens. GNP per capita of South Korea is
almost ten times higher than that of North Korea. Unification cost of the South is estimated to be from
1,250 billion won to 9,000 billion won (approximately $ 150 billion to $ 1,100 billion), including the cost
of innovating manufacturing faciliies and reconstructing the infrastructure of North Korea. Should
massive population flow take place from the North to the South, surplus supply of labor will bring
increased unemployment and inflation. And such economic insecurity will deepen the gap among social
classes.

In fact, many young Koreans fear the unification. They say "on principle we want unification, but
We are not prepared for that. If it comes suddenly, it is not difficult to predict chaos to follow.” Due to
prolonged division, therefore, widening cultural and economic gap between the two Koreas is becoming
negative factors for unification, §
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3. Positive Factors
3-1. One Language and One Traditional Culture

Famepaslﬁﬂyyeambdhhbmmmmmmansodeﬁeshavegonemwdmmﬁc
Winmmm%,MeinWMMMMmelem@ge
and share the same traditional culture. Though North Korea has been affected by the socidist bloc, it's

main ideology is Juche which puts emphasis on Korean tradition.

On the other hand SomhKa'eahasbeengmaﬁyirﬁimncedbycapital}staﬂwe.Foreim
teMndogyisﬁequaﬂymedinwawhy!armagedMKm,aMmmdam
are occupied with foreign languages. In popular cutture this trend tsmoresemousASmwepecpl.e argye
that this is due to the American predominance in South Korean poliﬁc_:sandwhentherelaﬂo'n with
the U SbeouresirﬁeperﬁemmmemnemnMI\fadeaway.Bmdeo&smtmnmamnue.

Nevenheless,NonhandScmthKoreamdonothavetosperﬂyearstoleamamtherlangmge
to communicate with each other. Eventhegapsincutureoouldbeuossedovermmnmm
dfﬁaltyonoethepeopleareallmedtoseeandleamfromeadwmmr.

3-9. Changing Regional Politics in Northeast Asia

Todaytheu.SandRLBsiaaremtmrerrueachomrwmhosnmy.ﬂwseekoooperaWe
relaﬁor\srruetranever.Thereiaﬁonsbetmenme |
U. S. and North Korea is mrrmlizingewenfaszermantherelahonsbemeenme‘m Koreas
American and North Korean officials have agreed upon opening a liaison office in respective countries.
South Korea also has normalized diplomatic relations with China and Russia.

anredﬁiombyngmershambeennaIaia!izeamoughnotyeiinmeEastAsi.aregm
!nthe1%05,CﬁnaamFmssiaagreedmamsredﬂjonandinfadrectmdrﬁmawfmmmuer
areas. In September 1991, Washington declared the withdrawal or decommission of all ground and
tactical nudear weapons. In October of the same year, Rmiaﬂmannm@ﬂﬁalts@rt—m
nuclear warhead would be abandoned. The melting down of ideclogical and military confrontation in the
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East Asia region and emerging new order based on a spirit of cooperation and peaceful coexistence
will definitely shed positive lights on the road to unification of Korea.

(At the same ftime, however, the confiicting interests of big powers surounding the Korean
peninsula lay a stumbling block in the road to unification of Korea))

The four-party meeting proposed by Seoul and Washington in April 1996 is expected to balance
the national and intemational interests regarding the Korea issue. For a lasting peace on the Korean
peninsula multilateral support and guarantee are critical. Agreement between the two Koreas cannot be

sufficient. Thus the U. S. and China, as signatories of the ammistice of 1953, must take part in the
talks.

Peace in Korea also requires the participation of Japan into a common securty system of the
Northeast Asian region. Then, a four-parly talk as a forum fo discuss multilateral approach to

confidence building measures for the peace of Korea and the region as well coud mark a milestone
in the road to unification.

3-3. Transition to Information Society

NeitrerSouthKoreanorNormKoreacanbeleﬂomfromthegobaltreﬂdofnmmtmard
the information age. Arificial boundaries and tangible barriers of information flow are becoming more
and more meaningless. The borders of nation-states are breaking down. The wall of division between

the North and South could not be an exception. Koreans are not only Koreans any more. They are
East Asians and citizens of the global community as well.

When an internet homepage on North Korean society was opened, there was a controversy
among South Koreans whether access to such service should be allowed to all or not. Today it is
prohibited, but such hamessing wil not last long. When information, monopolized by the state,
becomes open to the public, and when such information-sharing is linked to mutual understanding,
peaceful unification could come dloser to Koreans.,
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3-4. People’s Efforts for Peaceful Unification

No change is given without an action. The more the situation is chaotic, the more peoples

‘ ' crisis

acﬁonmlhekeytobﬂnganeworder.TM:ghtheKoreanpmn&%a'tssmmnlcliledby .

and uncertainties, | firmly believe when people fight for peace and reconciliation they W amﬂ. o
it And definitely the role of Korean women will be citical in this process, which is the main topic

Kim Yoon—ok's presentation.

|aisobetievethatthecurrenﬂyongoingfoodaidcamaignsintheSOtﬁhooUdbeawonderfw

opportunity in recovering the national identityofmeKoreanpeople.Thismrrpajgnisnowgrowngloa

national movement, in which people from all walks of life, regardiess of age and sex, are paﬁnupahng.
The campaign will helptobreakdommmewallofhatredthathaslastedfordecades,andmll lead to

thestrengtheringofthemﬁcationfoet:es.Aslongasmerearepeoﬁev\mdesireandﬁgmforpeaoe :

and reconciliation, peaceful unification will not be that far away.
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Actions for the Peace and Reconciliation of Two Koreas

Kim Yoon-ok
Vice-representative of Women Making Peace

1. The Korean peninsula, at the crossroad of crisis and a new opportunity

In late May 1997, the moment | am witing this paper, Koreans frequently hear a press release
or even intemet news on a possible war in the Korean peninsula. Hit by food crisis, the North Korean
regime will be tempted to invade the South is one explanation. But | would chase the reason more
fundamentally to the fluctuating North Korean policy of the South Korean goverment and the politics

of four big powers (the U.S, China, Japan and Russia), which has opted for the status quo rather than
peaceful unification of the two Koreas.

In fact, a war threat by Pyongyang is not new to us. For the past half century since the
Korean War, we have gone through a number of war threats, including nuclear ones. And such
intensified confrontation was not only precipitated by the aggression between the North and the South.
For example, the Weinberg Miitary Operation Plan by the Pentagon links the Middle East region with
the Korean peninsula, and indicates a start of a war in the Korean tenitory to diffuse the enemy in
case of a war in the Middle East.

Recently the U.S govemment has announced the "Win-Win Strategy,” pointing out the unstable
situation in North Korea. As long as Pyongyang and Seoul confront each other militarily, and as long
as the big powers, especially Washington, do not give up military aggression against North Korea, a
possibility of a war will not go away from the Korean peninsula.

Looking at the development of a New Cold War order extending to the coming millennium, we
Koreans feel it is high time to bring a change to this situation by confidence building through a
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massive food aid to North Koreans, and by peaceful reunion of Korean communities.

BytheNeNOddWarorderlmanoorﬁndngwarmuliﬁesmthemmyﬁrszwnm.me
U.SMsomddaed.bpanasanemnuﬁcm,MMenﬂerUesoftMJapweseewnmv
were revealed Washington has tumed back to the policy of American-Japanese cooperation. Now
C)Hrlaismﬁrgr;gasaneweoonomcgiamnisforecastedthatrt’seconorﬂcpowerooqubly
ovepass that of Japan in 2010. %sﬁngtonhxsaluaystakescadompdiwtmrd&ym,evgn
considering a containment policy. On the other hand, Beiiing seeks cooperative relations with Rusga
against the U.S-Japan alliance. The world seems 10 be re-organized to a multi-polar system against
the uni-polarization led by the U.S hegemony.

Therefore, without changes in the mind of policy-makers in Washington and Beijing, the
r\brnfeastAsianreg'onvwllbeihebatﬂeﬁeldofpowersimggearmngstthesefowpmers.ms
predidimm}%wrﬂstonmltaskofwgingpeaoea:ﬂrecomnaﬁm in Korea more urgent than
ever.nisn".isreasonthatiseeweKueansaremwatauossroadofauisisandanew
opportunity.

2. Principles of Actions for Peace and Reconciliation

Herepeaoedoesrﬂmeanapassivemmemasanarﬁonmoﬁwar. Peace implies active
peace against all forms of vidlence including siri ctural. arbitrary and physical vidence. The principles
we need to embody in (ne actions for peace and reconciiation are as the following:

First, we stand on the principle of peace making. A peace theorist J. Galtung has cistlngushed
the dissociative approach from the associative approach in realizing peace. The former is a passwe
strategy to maintain peace by minimizing the confiicts between confronting states, while the latter is an
active peace Strategy seeking to boost the interaction of conflicting nanomamnakememmderstand
their common interests. Peace Viewed from the associative approach thus is neither "protected peace
nor “peace keeping,” but “working peace” and “peace making.”

Peace making starts from the mind of individuals, and extends to families, societies, local
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communities, nation states, intermational organizations and even to the universe. Peace making involves
not only reducing violence but further bringing justice and recondiliation in our every day life. Therefore
| believe women's actions to bring peace and reconciliation to divided Korean peninsula should be
based upon this principle of peace making.

Semm,ﬂe"AgreerrembetweenNonhaMSmmmeamRemmnaﬁm,NonaggmsHmwn
Cooperation,” ratified on February 19 in 1992, should be the guideline of women's actions for peace
and unification. The process will aim to form a peaceful Korean community by terminating the situation
of a dvided nation. And to make women's voice heard in the process, women's presence in the
policy-making level should be at least 30%. We strongly urge the realization of the Agreement of 1992
fuﬂuasawmiebleompraﬂsebeh»eenthehbﬂhmreanumﬁcaﬂonpropomlsbasedona
federation system and the South Korean functionalist approach.

Third, we envisage a unified Korean society in the future as a peaceful national community
based on gender equality. Without equality, justice, and freedom, no unified Korea in any form will be
acceptable to Korean women. Without these values, sodiety cannot be authentically peaceful nor
communitarian.

L]

3. Actions for Making Equal and Peaceful Korean Community

Here!muldfiketo!iasormofthepossibleadionplans.Sorreofthemhavealreadybeen
Stanedbyourfriendsandcdieames,bmtbefieveﬂ'leyd&eerve!obere-errphasized.WeKoream
haveiivedincividedoountryfor@faoa*&w.Mﬂmsﬂyfromthet%w’rmwemeableto
directorgarizedadjonsforpaacefuluriﬁmﬂonoftwoKoreas.AnditistHs.reaJityMurg&cmthe
metoardoyemwﬂiruinwrtandsﬁanmmhmemcaﬁongmssmtsnmenmam
solidarity campaigns, to bring the reunification of Korea as near future as possible.

3-1. Food aid to North Koreans

mmmmmamm&wmmmagemmddﬁmmwsfm
intemtiomlaidamﬂzaﬁmsa:ﬁHGOSmmefmdsmaﬁmmNummBmfromtﬂsyear
thwravewretoagreeonirmthesitmﬂminmeMisreal!ym.ﬂlefoodmsiswasa
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mﬂdawﬁnaﬁmdmfadusﬁedaaiuaﬁmdmmmwmwmm

South Korea should work on an i
appropriate level of defense, includi - S
and disastrous floods. The former needs long-term assistance while the latter requires urgent aid. » Induding the size of the military in

unified Korea in the twenty first century. Ideas on common security and common def
should also be exchanged and agreed on by the two parties. ense system
Gasidedngrdaﬁvdylﬁﬂegapbehvem&uehav&sandnot—hav&cinhbnhKoreansodety.m
can roughly say that the whole North Korean population is under severe gtarvation. Should this
stuation cortinue, the majority of the people will auffer from malnutiion and might even de from
starvation. Reaffirming that we are one national community, there should be massive, but unconditional
food aid from the South. This should also be accompanied by longer-term assistance 10 help North
Korea recover from structural food shortage and revitalize its economy.

Forths,measNGOacﬂ»istsneedtodoselymﬂormeadMﬂesoﬂam‘akersanhehhﬁonal
AsmﬂyaMdamﬁUampwencyiniMﬁmrﬁai&moﬂbyﬂeMKaeangwmmmtom

Amen@nW@Mlnﬂﬂ%%dwmloswmnwawWﬁ%amjmmm
committed by American soldiers in the military campside towns.

3-3. Transition to a Peace System

In any circumstances, children and women are more vulnerable to crisis, not to mention food
crisis. South Korean women have launched the "Rice Sharing Campaign” as an expression of
solidarity to the suffering of North Korean women, and we hope this campaign will enhance mutual
understanding and recongiliation of the North and South.

| ‘ﬂlekeytoreallzeapeaodu reurionofd»idedKoreanmnuniﬂ%istomamethewrem
?:v?dshoetoamaoetreaty.SimelheerxﬂrgoftheKoreanWar,hthmtharﬂSouﬂwKoreansrme
| L
b undert.he armsace signed between North Korean and American officials. Ammistice is an interim
mdw,lmetmagnaMGsmnr%mwrbazsatwmm :
3.9 Reduction of Military Spending and Improvement of Social Welfare System

Apeaoesysimmaselaba‘atedbyGaJturg,isnotapasstvewayofdeterﬂngoroeasingamar

It is ams reducion that is most efective to reduce military tension between the two Koreas but a more pro-active: method to rid of all the roots that could |
cause war situation.

ardtobdldabﬁdgeOfMUa!tmstafﬂreoomiiaﬁonTheProMSion120fmeNor‘fhandSouth
Agreementr\asiiaedthei@a&adiomtobetakmbythesignatoﬁesloredtmanmrm.Wehave
10ugeﬂwegwemmwtin?yongyamandSeomloabidebytﬂspmvisionarﬂrrateﬁalizearms
reduction plans.

MSOUDEKMMW government has insisted on signing a new peace agreement between North
op ofﬁaals._l?ut Washington should be included in the signing not only because it was

sgf\atoryofﬂ‘e_annsnceoi19&3butalsobecaweithasprov1ciedstmcualreasonsof
gmr&eaonmam tension in the Korean peninsula. In addition, for a revision of the South
- @MﬁlDefemeTreatymeU.SshOUdrubekeptomﬁmtheprmA
| Fe—ﬂﬂneeﬂm,ﬁmto@smspeaoeteayarﬁnorm&esimmnmtdmue for
nstituti mrgpemesystaanaeaﬁsmrﬁmedabwe,weopposetoaNededWﬁrudain
Nt::rtheeast‘nt Asla.”arﬁ both for the peace of the region and for national reconiliation through
noninterfered unification we believe transition 1o a peace system is the best path

Defensemdgetandv\mren’sweﬂarebudgetareinrelationofaninverseproporﬁon\ana
decrease in the military budget, an increase in women's welfare budget is impossible. The excessive
spending on the military inhibits the reglization of welfare policy for the low-income class. There is no
wmmwmmvermmntfmumnﬂoyedmnaéngem.msmhwmmal
budget for 1997 has alloted 21% (12,300 billion won, approximately $ 17 billion) o defense while only
6.2% to social welfare.

Mhaveaireadystmrﬁycaxrpaigwedtomdweﬂndefemeuﬂgabypamwaﬁrgin
mmmwmesdmmmmmmmmdﬁeDefmmmm
lemmmmetoemﬂmswnpaignwmmmwwmmbmmme
muadmmaggmmmmmdmmmmmmmmmmmm

3-4. Communication and Cooperation of North and South Korean ‘Women

We North and
% l'neeﬁSfauthKoraaanv».«omenhfswealre,a\ciyrecordet:itheﬁrstofﬁci.:—:irneetingin19;91.In
exchange ng:nHzmgyangaMSeoUmhauermizedmemnaﬁmalidenﬁzyand
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fedirgdmﬁmlurﬂers!andingtm@mstoodmdﬁeremmwogyarﬁpdmw systems. We even
successfully worked together on the “comfort wormen” issue in the Pyongyang conference.

to limit and violate human rights of the South Korean people.

| Security is undeniably important to all states. However, the NSL which is supposed to exist to
mnta;n the securty of South Korea is overapping with the content of the Criminal Law, which
includes the protection of legal interests of individuals, society and the state.

We strongly feel the necessity 10 revitalize similar meetings, through which we will be able to
elahorate the steps and strategies to bring peace and recondiliation to our country. From humanitarian
perspective, we will also exert our best efforts to realize the reunion of separated families.

Futher, we need to develop various programs to enhance cooperaion of North and South R T P R O
Korean women in the field of economy, education, and women's iSsues. W ot chion. revevely. aceni and e o 2 e
perspective. For more than four decades South Koreans have been cut off from correct information on

North Korean society. Some information was released from the main stream media, but only after
being screened by security agencies.

3-5. Amendment of Legislations and Institutions that Propagate Aggression

Here | will not mention about the Social SafetyLawofNonhKoreaduetorwiackof
knowledge, but | would assume that its role will be similar to that of the National Security Law in the
Soum.CarmaignstoabdishtheNaljonal Sewri‘kyLaWnowmvebecormthesynbdofme
reunification movement. There are four reasons why this law must be abolished:

| Programs we plan to develop wil aim to help people understand the structural roots of
anti-North Korean ideology in the South, and correct political biases against North Korean sodiety

3-7. Pro-unification Culture Campaign
+ The National Securty Law (NSL) is an anti-unification legisiation. The Law violates the basic .
premises of the Agreement between North and South Korea on Reconciliation, Nonaggression and

Cooperation.Forexarmle,Amae3ofmeNSLdeﬁn&cNormmeaasanenmwimﬁtmion.

Pro-unification culture campaign is an antithesis to the military and anti-North Korean culture
t@ has long governed the mentality of South Koreans. The campaign also includes monitoring the
violence of the media and searching for an altemative culture.

+ The NSL is anti-constitutional for Article 12 of the South Korean Constitution states “all people
have the right of free press, publication, assembly and assodiation,” and Article 9 states "all people
have the freedom of conscience.” The NSL infringes the gt of indviduals to form political
assodiations based on various political imer&et&ﬂeLawﬂmsmeeoomastmﬁingblod(inthe
‘development of democracy in South Korean society, fimiting poliical freedom and participation  of
aitizens.

| .Thf‘sc:arrpajgnmmwiilbeaprooeﬁofcteaﬂngnewvalu&e for a new society in which
W is respected. Unification so far has been approached mainly from political, economic and
military perspectives. And now we want to expand it to a broader socio-cuitural arena. We object to
dualistic way of thinking and the methodology that values only the resuit rather than the process
Language and  communication will be the important media in making the cultture of mutua!
understanding. The new culture should be inclusive of “the other" so that it can serve as a
socio—cultural basis for the reunification of the two Koreas.
In the long run this campaign will root out the patriarchical, men—centered culture, and root
domoonmrﬂaﬂandverseaMdenmaﬁc&aJuesinMKaeansodety. |

+ The NSL suppresses the creativity and imaginative capabiliies of individuals, which are regarded
as new sources of value creation in the futre society of twenty first century. In this sense, the Law is
against Artide 22 of the Constitution.

*ﬂﬂhﬁ_msbeenmedasalegalappamusdmmatelocaﬁrdideasammmmd
irﬂvidualdﬁaans.mm,inmUmdimememﬁmaMexmimmmwmmm
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3-8. International Solidarity

Peace and recondiiation in the Korean peninsula is only viable with intermational cooperation.
We are open fo leam from and work together with NGOs working for peace and citizens' rights not
only in Northeast Asia but also in the US. and European countries. We will further strengthen out
solidarity with Koreans living overseas.
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A Process for Women Creating an International Women’s Peace Network :
The tasks and Roles of that Network?

Betty Burkes
US Section President of the WILPF

1. Introductory Remarks

What are the undering principles that support an International Women's Peace Network that is
effective and transformative in the world? ‘

In an interview last year, Dr. Hanan Ashwari, a central spokesperson for the Palestinian people in
the negotiations with Israel and the United States, revealed what | consider the bottom line in
constructing the rationale and the mission of an International Women's Peace Network.

She talked about her "deep and abiding commitment to a sense of justice that is not abstract, but
one that is translated into realities, a sense of justice which imbues life with real meaning and makes
it worth living.”

Certainly that commitment is basic to the women networking for peace because without justice
there can be no peace, without peace there can be no freedom. Interdependency between women is
a way to freedom.

There is a sense of urgency, and crises in the world today. History tells us that women have
always responded in crises as an important forced. This Symposium is an honoring of that tradition.
We gather to consider and inquire into the difficulties and opportunities for building unity, direction, and
design into the framework of an Intemational Women's Peace Network.

There are many forces that already connect and disconnect relationships between women around
the world, regardiess of economic, sodial, cultural, and historical differences from one country to
another, one region to another or one culture to another. A strong force uniting us is our survival of
the Patriarchy and the ingenious inventions that have enabled us to resist the blade, the war culture.

Stressing the human aspect of Peace and really focusing on that is key to the vision of an
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International Women's Peace Network. Venturing upon such a project is approached with the
MemeMPmisaﬂWamwmewMahminawmmwwmmeaMW
arddedmledtoﬂeproposiﬂonofdaﬂmﬁonandmd. However, the interdependency of women
internationally, someﬂingmailemeﬂane,prmﬁd%mepmertosaeknewwaysdbdnginm
world and generates the courage to act.

We are undertaking to change the course of history with no charters.

Tobeapponeda:ﬁtoamnourselvescanserveasasistermodforus,basedontheferririsi
mmdadmﬂmmmmmisrmmmmmmmmwm In
this omtext,peanebeoorresmethan]ustapdiﬁwl exercise.

ﬂehumndnmﬁmaﬁgaﬁaamm,ﬁatwmmweavetoge%mkespeaoeagaﬁm
objective. Beginning our collaboration for peace with stories of women creates-a spirit of unity which
isbomqmmeﬁmmimveinrﬂﬂmmuﬁeﬁammwwmsmeﬁedsdmm
we live under. SﬁnmwmerﬁmwanMaIﬂcmatesasersedmrmﬂnyamnwmse.

Women as survivors of the patriarchy know the power of resistance. Beginning with this history,
wrstoﬂes,andemeﬂermhelptobindusmﬂeraoommnumrena It is often in the moments of
smnngthatmmetwreaise!v&sandbegjntourravelﬂme@cadesoﬂsdationandfeard
eachother, the suspidion and insecurity in which the patriarchy imprisons Us.

De»elopingstrated&sforr&dsﬁnghmstd&stmcﬁveeﬁectscfthecmureisastrorg
rewmemaﬁonsforretwondngwmotMrmmenmarealsommf& Healing from the hurts
anddevastatingeﬂectsofemwntersxﬂthtmmmrdwiseng.agngintheprooe&cdtramiorrrimthe
wysodetyisanameddamsiieaﬂyarﬁinﬁnmﬂd.

an'enhaveamoedM,asensedvalmarﬂseﬂdeﬂriﬁonimeﬂtedfromrwsﬂng,
persevering and sunviving. Wﬁaarea%sohealersandourpowerfmmmrasalmyssewedasan
agent of change in the world. For women the need and desire to nurture each other is redemptive
and where our power is rediscovered.

ASpeaoeadMstswtaskistomaliengettEpdiﬁcsofpw.er. Women negotiating for peace
bringadﬁerentsendﬁwwmmﬂmmfag%adﬁaerﬂMMMdmwrsemmalamgem
is both daring and defiant. The defiance is based on self respect, with the confidence of our own
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valueashnanbeitpswnocreatelrfe,mtdwroyn
& ) g
| a@uatuovdﬂecraractensbcofaameofPeaceoomastedtoawltureofwarishelpfw
mgromdmgLsmourdscussionofueatingaoomnnwbetmenmmnmddngforpeaoe
WfdlmﬂmdeﬂpﬁwofwwaraﬂwewemnﬂladbydaneMdgely.ﬁeProjedv
Coordinator of the .Women's Budget Project. They are familiar. The diminish, without exception, the
fullness of all our lives. Ourrrirxjsha»ebeencdaizedbytheammesandvaluestha:tm»\;ar
mmperpeunt&eandisafaduinmmmowedtowﬁoourommmon

—the condition of perpetual preparations for war

—the use of public funds for the military industry

Waradedonh:gesectorsofﬂepopwaﬁmoﬁmmnd, Le. racism, sexism
dasssm.whdwmdenﬂw%mwdindﬂdalsammsgramagaimtomamm |

—undermining of democracy through national security

~domination by a small elite that controls the affairs of state and economic resources

~violence and the threat of violence used to maintain support for the system

—exploitation of natural resources and contempt for the cydes and balances of the ecosystem

—oontrol of information sources that pemetually reinforce the values of the system

~devaluation of human emotion, of love, of community, of life itself

-assertion that murder is acceptable, even a desirable option

InoomrastﬂBwrmnmtsofapeacemMrerEveamdﬁammentaﬁon

mdptﬂicmwmtoproﬂdemdalfymeﬁjgoocs,jobsammﬁ

—public policy guided by an affimation of life

—equality in access to political participation and resources, with all voices represented and
emphasis on coming to consensus
wmcdermawarnswponfaaﬂajmbleemmhmumeswm

empowerment

-non-violence as the basis for social interaction

—an emphasis on community-building

~respect for and seeking to be in hammony with the ecosystem and the web of all ffe
!ncreatirganimerdepernmtnetw&webﬂngalltmtrammedpansofwmmareasmmm
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togeﬂm,bemmemmemmmammmdfragmmaﬁmamS@waimismg
prowcﬁvetoorgaﬂmgfatreodlecﬁveaMOoopemﬁvemonmﬁmofMWMd

ArﬁisﬁcarldimegraiedapprcamlopeawDeWtsmedﬁeremOdmwemsamrealiﬁesd
women's lives 1o influence the process of making peace.

A quote from Audre Lorde, an African American Lesbian Poet and feminist thinker explains.

"Inorderlobnngowmergesasawhdetothesenﬂcedthestruggas,weerrbraee, it is critical
to integrate all the parts of who we are, openly, allowing power from particular sources of our living to
flow freely through all our different selves, without restriction of externally imposed definition.”

Wonmdeﬁringiheissmmofpeaoedeteminetheierrmotreferemeforkeepingpeaceatm
center of negotiations with the patriarchy.

Women struggling collectively create a force for change that can not be achieved individually.
Wondngintemetionally,gv&eustr\eomonudwtotakeoursmeswtoﬂhedmaindnaﬁm
sta:&eintoﬂ'eintematiomlareraarﬂitbmadersmperspeeﬁmofpeaoeandtheirrelaﬂomﬁpto
justice.

Besides proving information, technical assistance and training 1o individuals and groups throughout
memdd“horrignmefmdsenotravemtotheiodsandmmqu&sofsocialdmge.
inteational organizing offers diversity.

mmnimW’smmmeﬂmammmed
violence, racism, dlassism, heterosexism, and ageism. These distortions, the tools of the patriarchy
can prevent us from being the peace that we want to create in the world. They interfere with our
vision.

mmmderaﬂrﬁstBMMcanmtdmﬂeﬂenaslersmmmmmasmds.
Dﬁemno&igﬁeﬂe%dueaﬁ%,ﬂemmmmreammdmmmdw.
ThaeamoarﬂessmdaﬁusindacemwMﬂemﬂdMﬂereisaimysaneﬁmdfaoe
intervening to keep us apart, some of us insiders, some of Us outsiders. We have to constantly
immmimwmmmmmmmmmmm
collaboratively possible. if we fail in this task, the patriarchy will go on shaping the content of our
lives and the quality of our relationships to each other.

_lm_

We must adopt a language of indusion and a disposition of curiosity to energize us and make us
more intentional, deliberate, resilient and intelfligent about accessing and nurturing a gender agenda for
peace, for truth and reconciliation.

In 1988 the Women's Intemational League for Peace and Freedom wil hold a Congress in
Baltimore Maryland in the United States. The focus is "Women Redefining Globalization.” | invite all
of you to join us there for a continuation of this dialogue.

Finally, | believe that women can and must re-imagine the world we want to live in, celebrate the
life we have and be vigilant in the pursuit of what is right, remembering that networking for peace
begins in our own backyards.
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Comments on the Korean Participant’s Paper

Betty Burkes
US Section President of the WILPF

The Roots

The basis of the crisis on the Korean Peninsua for ordinary people is rooted in the cultural and
social expressions of the patriarchy. The structures vary, but the patriarchy, at all times and in all
places, is essentially a system of male domination over the bodies, goods and senvices of people;
over the natural environment and the processes of nature, especially reproduction; and over the minds,
hearts, and spirit of those men, and women, enlisted in the ideology of ownership and possession.

The Economics

Economic growth is not economic justice. (See information abot the MAI and S. Korea joining the
OECD) Corporations exist to promote such ideclogy.  Accompanying the ideclogy of ownership and
possession is militarism, racism, and sexism which came into being as the direct resuit of the need to
ooercearmdeﬁs!enoeofeoonorrﬁcooerdoniyingattheooreoﬂhenmmbusin&ssoorporaﬁonis
"structural violence”.

the nutrition situation in the North is a catastrophe. the people have less calories than what is
given to people in famine areas. Enough aid from abroad is not given because there is no interest in
this country. The distribution system is excellent, the people are disciplined. They try to eat roots
and grass but cannot produce enough food themselves. The soil suffered from too many heawy
floods and even now a strong rain can destroy the harvest. there is not enough foreign currency to
inponfoodammegwermemisalsomhngfoodaidoormmuponpdmcalgaiins.

Strategies
ﬂemnmin%andhbﬂhKaeashamawmmﬁstowinmﬂﬂesdoﬂmﬁdbymn
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and the military, war and exploitaion. The women in divided parts of Korea share much in common
even though they are organized differently. There is more than one way of organizing a society.

Both forms have advantages and disadvantages for women.

We can send an appeal from this conference to both govemments to ask for concrete regulations
to promote communication betdween families and reunification.

The women with the support of allies can make a plan for a culture of peace in the Korean
Peninsula which is supported, discussed, enlarged and signed by many women and presented to the
govemments. Woman can make a plan for a Peace and Justice Trealy between the women in Korea
(US Women's Treaty and Vietnam during the war)

A Platform for a Culture of Peace can Include:

—improvement and strengthening of the official peace talks

MappealsmuldbesentfranmeSy!Tposiwntoﬂisfaumtoindudev\meni.ntﬁshimlevel
talks. Currently the four party talks (N and S Korea, China and the US) have peace talks in Beiing
and Tibet not a single women is there. Even worse none of the relevant issues for women's lives will
be discussed either.

-individuals can offer to contribute to the food supplies for the North, like the intemational model of
Women to Women

-Complete denudiearization of the peninsula (WILPF's W. 1. N. D. campaign)

-peace education at all levels

-exchange programs between people, particularly women

—economic justice within both societies (Note the consequences of the economic growth in the
South and the lack of democratic rights this has caused)

—-promotion of self determination of women and our unique contribution to ta culture of peace

—disarmament, reduce military expenditures and the women's budget

-a symbalic action of women crossing borders

The Women's Intemational League for Peace and Freedom is prepared to join with the Women of
Korea to develop and negotiate a Cuiture of Peace Plan. It could be a tool for organizing a country

wide consultation to improve it and develop it.
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Comments on the Korean Participant’s Paper

Ines Almeida

First of all, | must stress that this presentation is very well written and | don't know whether | am
qualified to comment on it. Reading it also helped me to leam more about the Korean people’s
struggle, specially the Korean Women's work for peace.

But since you requested my comments, | can only humbly point to the author, the following :

1. Fighting for peace is obviously more difficult than going to war. Just like destroying is much
easier that building. Peace today is the popular word of almost every human being and, unlike in the
past, we talk of peace today as a functional political tool.

Therefore, it is subjected to all kinds of war, all kinds of govemmental interests. We are told that
there is no longer ‘cold war. That we are now in @ New World. So, there is a common denominator
in the struggle for Peace of the Korean People and that of my people, the People of East Timor. That
is, if there is anything new in this so—called New World Order, that thing must be the capadity of the
International Community to solve both conflicts through peaceful means. Not through war.

2 "Peaceful means” are the means for achieving today's poliical peace (as opposed to past
notion of peace which was mercdy a moral peace). But what are those ‘'means? This is the question.
For the US, Japan, European Union and Russia, China and Germany and France, the notion of
‘peaceful means' have different meaning. The difference is determined by their own govemment
interests. USA may argue that North Korean regime is about to fall because of the desperate situation
of food shortages. This, they would say, shows that the regime has falled to deliver. Therefore, the
means for peace is the 'capitalist free—for all market'.

The other countries may see it differently. They may not agree with this radical view, but they may
still accept that there is a military threat because of desperation. Whatever the truth may be, the
question is that there is a lack of communication between peoples. Such lack of communication is a
convenient barier imposed upon us by the multimedia powerful people and govemments with specific
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economic interests. It is up to the poeple and the NGOs to act to break this bamier and reach out for
peace.

3. You aso talk about ‘confidence building' and | must stress that in pursuing a peaceful solution
we — the Timorcae, Portuguess Government and the United Nations — constantly talk about confidence
building too. This concept, however, requires strict discipline from all interested parties and, above all,
requires genuine good will to achieve it.

For East Timor, unfortunately, the Indonesian govemment never showed good will towards finding a
peaceful solution. It still sees a military solution as the best option to achieve a ‘winner takes all
situation. The meaning of these words, however, is changed according to the convenience of each
party.

4. New alliance between govemments — China and USA, USA and Japan, China and Russia,
China and Australia, European Union and ASEAN, etc. - reflects the fact that economic power now
determines the inter-governmental relationships. Not necesssarily the ideological factor.

4-1. Again, some may argue that this was always the case. That may be so, but the ideological
focus was always reflected in the economic relationships. Former USSR and Cuba, USA and Taiwan,
Japan and USA, appear fo be also ideclogical-based relationship in the sense that they do not
oppose each other on ideological grounds, but only (if any) in market space.

5. Talking about 'peaceful means' for N and S Korea, | see that there is already a valueable
document called "agreement between N and S Korea on Recondliation, Nonaggression and
Cooperation”. The aim is obviously peaceful solution.

5-1. In temms of ‘reconciliation’ however, one may look into what kind of 'reconciliation” and
‘reconciliation between whom' and ‘what for. The N and S Korean peoples, for instance, are not
enemies. Are the governments of N and S enemies? If so, on what grounds. Finding these getting
closer to reunification.

5-2. Genuine steps for recondiiation in N and S Korea context may invalve direct interaction
between the peoples of both sides, including mutual support in real needs of the people. Through
these actions targeting real needs - the Korean women movement should be able to stregthen its
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agenda and move towards democracy and unity of both sides. ‘”‘W“WW%WWQHMGWD&%MWJMQ&M&bmmumnmsseony

HEMJIirU&esdtheKmeanPeodetobereumedasapeone_
6. Again, you already have the answer because you have proposed food aid. Moving beyond

food aid, for long term, one may discuss the ways to implement projects in North Korea aiming at
food sustainability. The Korean Women's movement should endorse this kind of action, even as part of
the global strategy of ‘confidence building measures’.

7. When you talk about ‘reduction of amms spending’ in refation to food shortages, | believe this is
true. But we also need to target the sense of 'insecurity of North Korea. Why do they spend so
much on military arsenal? So much in terms of their own economic capacity of course. | believe this
is because of a sense of insecurity. May be this is applicable to both sides (N and S), but North is
more difficult because it feels isolated in many ways (ideclogically and economically), So, North needs
to reach out to South and to the rest of the world.

7-1. The work you have done with South Korean government towards reduction of military
spending is very good. How to translate this to the North Korean Government is a challenging

8. One big problem is the fact that the Government of North Korea sees the US military perennial
presence in the South as a constant threat to its existence. So, dealing with this issue may tumn to be
more urgent than we think. Again, you had outlined the answer : dealing with the status of "Amistice”.

8-1. The tri-partite approach you proposed is based on the recognition that the USA is part of 'the
root of the problem’. This is true, so there is no other way. As | said before, a genuine will to find a
peaceful solution is the absence of this willingness is the worse problem.

9. The North and South Korean Women can play a vital role in bringing a lasting Peace of the
entire Korea. Because, unlike the role of the USA, the North and South Korean Women have no role
in this war in the first place. What is needed is a consistent and systematic approach in pursuing
peace, and peace at ALL costs.

10. Cuttural campaign, internationalise the issue of Korean reunificaion are the main factors to
speed up a resoluion. In doing so, it would be very good, if the Women of Korea who campaign
intemationally can do it together. That is, women from North and South to campaign together in the
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Actions for the Peace and Reconciliation of Two Koreas

Tatjana Ansbach

| remember the first one or two years after unification in Germany, and | remember that
many of us felt annoyed by the fact that all the time there were people who thought that they had to
tel us which mistake we had made and how we should act now. they told us that they had been
living in the Westem system for a long time and that we should make use of their experience. But
they forgot that we had been living in a totally different world, that we had our own experiences and
our own ideas on how life should be.

Therefore, | am reluctant to comment upon the paper which is based on condiions prevailing in
Korea, which | do not know.

On the other hand, you have invited me, because you want to profit from experience made in
another country, which had also been divided for about 40 years and then reunified, which of our
experiences can be useful to you?

For the purpose of answering this question | have first to see, what both of our countries and their
history have in common and where are the differences. In both countries the division was a result of
power poliies, of the hostile relationship between the main poliical systems of our world. In both
countries striving for unification iswas confronted with power interests of third states. But here, |
believe, we are encountering the first important difference. Already before unification Western Germany
used to be an important and influential country. south Korea is economically strong, but she is not in
the same position as Westem Germary to push its interests through against the will of big powers.

Second important difference is that both Korean states seem to follow a line of maintaining the

division of the country. This is what | understood from Kim Yoon-ok's criticism of the National Security
Law. In Germahy it was the other way round. Eastem Germmany was always stressing that there were
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o states, that two different poliical systems could not be unified (as water and fire), and that two
mﬁonswereinthemrseofdevelonirgmmesa:mﬁmemewwGemnnConsﬁMionprodajmed
reunification as an important political aim. Therefore, one of the two countries concemed, was strongly
Supporting the whole process.

Nevertheless, pdliticians as well as people of both German countries were caught by sumrise when
unification took place. | believe, that this is a different case in your country, and this difference is
implying a great chance for Korean people. (| shall refer to this problem later)

On the other hand, peace was not really in danger during the unification process in Germany.
There was no bloodshed at all.

Everybody was aware of the danger for the whole of Europe if a war had broken out in the very
centre of the continent. This is the main reason why we had the so-called "2+4 negotiations”,
negoﬁationsbenveenmetwoGem‘anstatesontheonehandandmeotherhand.apeaoetreaiywas
never conciuded after WWII, and treaty had been concluded (September 1990) unification was possibie
and accepted by all the states.

This again is important. The different situation in your country - the danger of a military conflict
which Kim Yoon—ok speaks about - lays a double burden on your shoulders.

I am impressed by the clarity of the ideas elaborated in the statement - ideas concemning the
principles as well as ideas conceming actions. There is one remark which raised my special interest.
Kim Yoon-ok says : "We envisage a unified Korean society in the future as a peaceful national
community based on gender equality. Without equality, justice, and freedom, no unified Korea values,
society, cannot be authentically peaceful nor communitarian.”

You stil have time to think about concepts, to think about the question what a united Korea shall
look fikes. Many of the disappointments of people in our country are a result of the face, that nobody
hadoonoepisoonoeminglhewayofGemany.ThosebeinginpmerinWeﬂGemww]mtlookw
power in East Germany. (Here | have in view political and economic power.)

Ibelieve—ynurrayoorrectme—tfatinKaeaassormyearsagoinGem'enybothprevaiiing
systems need improvement. And unification is a chance to improve the systems, to think anew on
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basic values of a political system.

Beirualawyerlamconvincedthailegaldebamarecnﬁai. In early 1990 (after the political
tum-about in GDR, but before unification) | participated in the discussions of the GDR Round Table,
mnelyinﬂ\emndnggromprepanngadraﬂGDHctmmmon. It was in these debates, that GDR
reality was examined : which noms and reguiations were worth to be valid under a new regime,
which nomms would comespond with the desires for change, which noms of the neighbouring Federal
Republic could be copied and so on? After spring elections of that year it became clear that unification
would take place very soon. Interest in the constituional debate decreased. After unification there were
still some activists trying to iniiate such a discussion all over Gemmany, but without success.

Only if in both Korean countries people are aware of the necessity of changes you can initiate a
disws@onoivalueaOnecandomistnthefonnofaomsﬁtuﬁonal debate, as we tried it in
Germany, bmonewndoitinotherformsaswell.nisjustnwpemwopimonthatoonsﬁtuﬁmsare
aithevewbasisofsociety,thattreyarermﬂyalegaliybindingdocmwem,butalsoasoﬂof
social contract on hierarchy of values.

Such discussions are necessary before unification, because internal peace presupposes equal
participation of everybody in decision making. After having read Kim Yoon-ok's statement | believe that
you sfill have time to do it.

Onlheottmhandhereisoneoarauelbetweenbothouroountrie&mchljustmnttonHWm.
Stil in 1989 nobody would have predicted that Germany will be unified one year later. But quite
sudderiyﬂ‘eweah'\essofmeGDHregjmebecameobiviom.ThouaandsofciﬁzensleﬂWoountry
ilegally and the govemment could not prevent them. On Noverber 4, 1989, haff a milion people
dmmstratedinBeﬂinfadamcaﬁccharuaﬂmgovermemedmtprevemmanBemuseof
the political changes in the Soviet Union GDR suddenly had no intemational support. Al that remindes
nedmesmaﬁmoflodaysmmmmmmsisinmmme&omﬁmdmmher
inmmmmmmmmwmm,aMinMraﬂnmmdMaedGemm
uﬂﬂcaﬁm.msnaybedﬁtowimmﬁdemmmwgeoioondltiorsrere,inyowoomtry.

IamfuloftnﬁthatyouwﬂldoyowjobbetlerthanmddoursYouhavebeenmﬂdngfor
uiﬁcaﬁonforalomﬁrreandyoumurdbeca@ﬂbywprisebytheeventsaswewere.I\M'sh
you all the best.
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Comments

Selma Hadzihalilovie

Considering your presentation, | had to say that | was a litle git shocked. | know that there of
social problems in Korea, but that the situationis so bad, | couldn't even imagine.
The problem is that we are receiving information here only in the case that the student

Fiennnstration, and that somebody have been killed. | had to admit also, that the communication and
information creates such kind of situation.

Reading you presentation, | found a lot of thins which are almost the same/company background to
what happened to Bosnia & Herzegovina. Also about those things | would have a discussion with you.

Using this discussion we could together recognize the global in of political and sodial violence in one
new way.
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A Profile of Foreign Participants

+ Selma Hadzihalilovic :
~ bomn in 1975, Zenica Bosnia & Herzegovina
- Study : Political Science at the University of Sarajevo
— Activities : From 1993, activist in the Center for women war victims Medica Zenica
Bosnia & Herzegovina. In 1996/1997, member of the leading board in the
Center for women retumnees “Women to women” Sarajevo.

— Now : member of the International Department of the Union of the BH Social Domocrats.
- Tel : 387-71-667-928 | Fax : 387-71-640-866

+ Ines Almeida :
- bom in 1963, East Timor
= In 1975, came to Australia as a refugee during the civil war
- Study : Secondary Colledge in Dili and Sydney
— Campaigns : In 1985, attended the NGO United Nations International Forum on Women
in Nairobi. In 1990, joined the FRETILIN Committee in NSW and

Vice-Coordinator for two years. In 1991, became a spokesderson for the
Timorese community in NSW.

— Now : Secratery of East Timor Relief Association in Parramatta, NSW.
= Tel : 61-2-9891-5861 / Fax : 61-2-9891-2876

* Tatjana Ansbach :

- bom in 1948 in Berlin, Germany.

~ Study : Law Studies at Kari-Marx University and Humbolt University.

~ Activities : up to 1990 GDR observer to the UN Sub-commission for the Prevention of
Discrimination and the Protection of Minorities. WILPF member.

— 1989-1990 : member of the GDR Round Table working group the task of which was the
elaboration of a new GDR Constitution

— Now - Lawyer in Berlin and the Main Fields are International, Public Law, Human Rights,

Rights to Self-Determination, Minority Rights.
- Tel : 4930-532-8996 / Fax : 4930-294-1723

+ Betty Burkes :
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- bomn in 1942

— Study : Ohio State University, University of California

— Activities : In 1986, began working with the WILPF as part of the Anti-War Toys Project.
In 1987, attended WILPF's Leadership Institute. Since then served on the
National Board of the US. Section of WILPF and participated in their
delegation to Cuba.

~ Now : Teaches, Writes for the Cape Cod Newspapers and co-host a radio talk show,

Peace Education
~ From 1996, President of the U.S. Section of WILPF
~ Tel : 1-508-349-7988 / Fax : 1-508-349-1723

. Women's International League for Peace and Freedom(WILPF) was founded in
1915. It is one of the World's oldest continuously active peace organizations. WILPF has
international offices in Geneva and sections in 40 countries. From World War | through the
post-Cold War era, WILPF has taken action to oppose war and the root cause of war and to
promote peace, social justice, racial equality and women's empowerment. WILPF has
consultative status with the United Nations as a non—governmental organization(NGO), and
monitors U.N. work in Geneva, New York and Paris. fts members have included thousands of
"ordinary” women and men, and five Nobel Peace Prize laurates. WILPF empowers women to
work together for peace and justice.

+ Ellen Mbere :
- Bom in South Africa
— Now : Peace Activist

+ Lilian M. Li : Prefessor, Department of History, Swarthmore College, Swarthmore,
Pennsylvania, USA 19801.

Tel. (610) 328-8134; E-mail : lli1 @cc.swarthmor.edu

Chineses and Japanese history. Research on a history of food supply, famines and

environmental changes in China.

» Teresita M. Reed : Quaker Intemational Affairs Representative, Northeast Asia, American

Friends Service Committee
3-10-9 Yamamoto-dori, Chuo—ku, Kobe, Japan 650
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Tel / fax : (81-78) 222-3522

After August 1, 1997 : c/o AFSC, Asia Programs,
1501 Cherry St., Philadelphia, PA, USA 19102

TEL : (1-215) 241-7014

Special interests : Role of women in peace and development;
role of media in peacebuilding: development communications.

= Edward P. Reed : Quaker International Affairs Representative, Northeast Asia
American Friends Service Committee
(address and contact numbers same as Teresita Reed)

— Special interests : Non—violent conflict resolution ;

Korean development and north-south Korean relations ;

agricultural development.
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A Profile (List of Preparatory Committee of Peace Symposium)

Lee, Hyo—Chae(75) : Chair, Preparatory Committee of Peace Symposium
Tel / Fax : 82-553-545-3489

Lee, Oo—Chung(74) : Representative, Women Making Peace

Former Member of National Assembly

Tel : 82-343-96-2538 / Fax : 82-343-96-4805
Chi, EFun—Hee(50)

. Standing-representative, Korea Women's Associations United
President, Women Center for Social Research
Tel : 82-2-273-9535 / Fax : 82-2-273-9539

Han, MyongHee(45) : Co-representative, Korea Women’s Associations United
Vice-president, Seoul Women Workers Association
Tel : 82-2-273-9535 / Fax : 82-2-273-9539
Lee, Hyun-Sook(51) : Vice-Representitive, Women Making Peace
President, Korean Women's Institute for Peace Studies
Tel - 82-2-264-8649 / Fax : 82-2-275-4861

Kim, Yoon—-Ok(59) : Vice-Representitive, Women Making Peace
Vice-president, Korean Church Women United
Tel : 82-2-653-6571 / Fax : 82-2-654-9840

Han Myong-Sook(52) : Chair, KWAU 10th Anniversary Committee
T. 81-3-3817-7233

Chung, Hyun-Baek(44) :Vice-Representitive, Women Making Peace, Professor(History)
Tel / Fax : 82-2-760-0308

Shin, Hei-Soo(47) : President, Korea Women's Hot Line
Professor, Hanil Theoligical Colledge

Chair, International Relation, The Korean Council for the women drafted
for military sexual slavery by Japen
Tel : 82-2- 269-2962 / Fax : 82-2-269-2966

_163_



(Choi, Man-Ja(54) : Chairperson, International Relation, Women Making Peace
Professor, Sungkonghoe Theoligical Colledge
Tel : 82-2-583-2721 / Fax : 82-2-583-5117

Kim, Sook-im(42) : Chairperson, Policy Committee, Women Making Peace
Tel : 82-343-93-2153 / Fax : 82-343-97-8540

Sun, Soon-Hwa(48) : President, Christian women Minjung Association
Professor, Hanil Theoligical Colledge
Tel : 82-2-265-7957

Kim, Hee-Fun(43) : Vice-president, Women Center for Social Research
Chairperson, Unificaiton-Peace Committee, KWAU
Tel : 82-2-232-0383 / Fax : 82-2-232-0384

Lee, Sang-Duck(41) : Vice-president, Korea Women's Hot Line
Tel : 82-2- 269-2962 / Fax : 82-2-269-2966

Nam, In-Soon(40) : General Secratary, KWAU
Tel : 82-2-273-9535 / Fax : 82-2-273-9539

(Cho, Young-Sook(36) : Social Development Director, KWAU
Tel : 82-2-273-9535 / Fax : 82-2-273-9539

Lee, Min-Jeong(28) : Staff, KWAU
Tel : 82-2-273-9535 / Fax : 82-2-273-9539

Park, Sung-Ah(27) : Staff, KWAU
Tel : 82-2-273-9535 / Fax : 82-2-213-9539

Lee, Kyoung-Sook(26) : Staff, KWAU
Tel : 82-2-273-9535 / Fax : 82-2-273-9539
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o TzolgAe) A4E BN A5 TAsGon estRd eiael PP Asel 2R
Auistn @k 22y 1860 Qi) AL olFE BaUektlA o= AES AFE ML
g

e xEzo}-g7te A

NETEAD (1875-T) olF ¥Ed 8o (18B)E Bayolst d2Anuvde] FAS e 2EY
ol-87al Ao YAZY. BYUE FA- 53 HaUolase F4- olF o 2~Ego}-§7}z
AZe waUoldA AAAL WAZT oj24 Badels F337ke R Y Fd2 Al
Aot o]F (1908), Havole 938 A%A =Hx ZAF, 2s4 AsES FA I 1 A o
ol T waUol-sjzA e FAR2IATAN Zeied su AR At} &2 o}t
s 2R ASA 92 Y 22EQH AdlollEs 3 Avlotg=E AT g,
1939 4 UEHe 4712 YA S22 19499 Overkovic-Macek @40l o8] Rujole] ghipiol 2
2o Ajotel] FHEA Et

27 dA ¥

epadulols] 219401 F BAUol-sl2A b 22oAloke] Hujold) SA3% ol
glo} NP2 UHA AusA |k 23 BAF Bayol-s2Aanve MANSFAS &4
o143 119, BrAZE et AgEden rayc-sadanve ARE HRAA 3
WAl wAZ3 oo Bayol-sl2 Az fusetulole el 598 AHer A4S
uobth 1946, Saaatulol ARold) , wavel-sl2A s 28] YR IAFE IA
weo gasduloiA olle 27HE F auo-daAaiue GAAY o wEe=
g fdd 7T

=4
sasahujole] 2ATRA 19908 AA0lE mela FUFE (1990 2¢ 28U°lA 38 14

A= #a2) olF pAaUol-szAau e SUZAEA ARBTh fadalolatze] 2 H
754 (19924 39 209) o2 HaUol-F2Aanve FAHoR =PFogA AAYA ok
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