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<3 32> Civic groups request for a Presidential veto (Summary)

Veto the "Bill of Entrance and Legal Status for Overseas
Koreans"

Dear Mr. President,

5.5 milion overseas Koreans live throughout the world. The passage of a
special bill concerning the immigration and legal status of overseas Koreans
reflects the current administration's growing interest in overseas Korean
communities. The bill which was passed in the National Assembly on August
12, 1999 contains a critical clause (inclusion of only those with S. Korean
nationality) which goes against the original intent of the bill to grant legal status
and certain rights to the 5.5 million overseas Koreans. Moreover, the expeditious
manner in which the bill was passed is unacceptable.

1. This bill excludes over half of the 5.5. million overseas Koreans. In this bill,
overseas Koreans are defined as those who formerly had Korean nationality, their
children, and those who are included in a special presidential order. Thus, 2
million Korean-Chinese, half a million Korean-Russians, and 150,000 Korean
Residents in Japan, many of whom left before the South Korean government was
established, are intentionally excluded from the provisions of this bill.

Considering that most Korean-Chinese and Korean-Russians are off-spring of
independent resistance fighters who struggled in Manchuria and Siberia against
Japanese colonial rule, they are truly the unsung heros of this S. Korean state.
We must ask what the intent of the the bill is and why these people are being
excluded.

2. The process of passing this bill goes against its original intent. This bill was
presented to Congress and unilaterally passed without consulting the 5.5 million
overseas Koreans who will be directly affected by this bill and without informing
the public of the debate around this bill. There are no provisions for overseas
Korean-Chinese and Korean-Russians who might be excluded from this bill if the
original clauses are passed to file an appeal. The Ministry of Justice drafted the
bill arbitrarily which was subsequently passed by Congress.
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During this time, civic groups expressed their concerns to members of the
National Assembly and the Ministry of Justice but they did not respond to our
concerns.  Although civic groups announced a joint statement of disapproval,
followed the legislative procedure to appeal, and urged countermeasures to the
bill the National Assembly and the Ministry of Justice did not give consideration
to our opinions. And finally, this bill passed through the subcommittee session
on August 11 and the main session on August 12.

Mr. President!

Over half of the Korean overseas community are excluded by the so-called
"Overseas Koreans Bill." In particular, is it just for the South Korean government
to exclude and deprive the over 3 million Korean-Chinese, Korean-Russians, and
the Korean Residents in Japan? In excluding over 3 million overseas Koreans,
are you not forgetting your own people and our country's political struggles
during the independence movement? We urge you to consider seriously the
impact of such an exclusionary policy and hope that you will veto the so-called

"Overseas Koreans Bill."

1999. 8.27.
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|\l KINEX-America

1. GOALS

KINEX-America has three main goals!

First, we want to build a world where there is no cultural and racial discrimination.
Today globalization brings many different people in contact with each other.
Consequently, conflicts can occur and intensify. This is experienced in the world of
emigrants, and we, KINEX feel that it is important and necessary to experience the
lives of our fellow countrymen.

Second, we long for a society where social-minorities can have their human rights
and live in a peaceful world. Up until now, social-minorities have been discriminated
against. However for the coexistence of mankind, KINEX feels that it is important that
all people are treated equally. We will continually to try to work in solidarity with
social-minorities all over the world.

Last but not least, KINEX is building a multicultural Global-Network. This
Global-Network aims not only to understand different cultures but also to actively

accept various cultures. To successfully make this Network we will contact Korean

organizations throughout the world.

2. HISTORY

KINEX originated from the Korean Exposure and Education Program (KEEP).
KEEP has sponsored many programs for Korean emigrants to America that teach them
about Korea's history and struggle for democracy. Also, this program helps youth
experience what their homeland was like. During the program, KEEP participants met
with Korean laborers and farmers and learned about the multi-dimensional historical
views of Koreans and the struggle for justice in the Korean Peninsula. KINEX got their
idea from this and we are trying to understand the lives of the minority races by

directly experiencing the lives of emigrants.

3. SCHEDULE
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Young Hee Kim and Jeehoon Kang will visit many racial minority organizations
during this two week program - from July Ist to July 15th.
Depart from Kimpo Aripore and arrive in San-Francisco on the 1st of July

+ Schedule in San-Francisco : a meeting with CKS, the Korean leadership program of
KCCEB and CTWO ....and so on....

+ Move from San-Francisco to LA on July 5th.

« Schedule in LA : dinner and meeting with KEEP LA Committee(July 6th), visit
NAKASEC(July 7th), visit Nation-school(July 8th), experience Children-Root
school(July 9th), visit and have orientation with APALA and KIWA(July 10th), wvisit
and have orientation with KYCC and AGEND(July 11th), visit and have orientation
with CICEP(July 12th), visit a multinational corperation factory and meet emigrant
lahorers(July 13th).... and so forth.....

July 14th © final discussion about our two-week program

« Depart LA National Airport and return to Kimpo

4. AFTER THE ACTIVITIES

KINEX-America’s ultimate purpose is similar to what KINEX is trying to
accomplish. This means that what KINEX-America will do after coming back to Korea
will be more important than what we did during our exposure program in America. It 1s

especially important to visit Korean organizations not only in America but all over the

world.

(O Step 1 : Reports of KINEX-America
Based on our experiences during our trip, we will have a meeting about our trip at

the end of July.

(O Step 2 : Compare and research about domestic emigrant laborer problems and
American racial minority problems

Based on what we discussed in the exposure reports, we will discuss America’s
minority race problems and compare these problem with domestic emigrant race
problems. In November 2000, we will open our first work-shop on the subject
‘Comparing and researching domestic emigrant labor problems and American

minority-race problems’

(O Step 3 : Discuss domestic minority race problems, and evaluate the future

direction of KINEX
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On the issues discussed in step 2, we will study about Korea's growth in the
meaning of emigration and along with this search for a direction of KINEX. In February

2001, we will open a second work-shop about "Domestic minority race problems and

Korea's growth.

O Step 4 : promote the second KINEX-Nation

In January 2001, choose a country to go to and put together a team for
KINEX-Nation. With this goal, we will make a second KINEX in July and August 2001.
We also plan to have a third and fourth KINEX program and eventually, have one each

year.

Korean International Network(KIN)

m Tel +82-2-735-4327 m Fax. +82-2-735-4328

m Web-site wwwkinorkr w E-mail kin@kn.orkr

m Address (110-071) Rm.503, Samrok Bldg., 171, Dangju-Dong,
Chongno-Gu, Seoul
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