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INTRODUCTION

Established on February 21, 1979, the Christian Institute for the Study of
Justice and Development(CISJD) was organized on the foundation of Christian
convictions. The motivation for the establishment of the CISJD is to be
found in the internal needs of the Korean people. The Institute is an
expression of the ecumenical movement's new acknowledgement, through its
involvement in the suffering and struggle of the people, that social
scientific and theological analyses of structural social problems as well as
theoretical alternatives are required for the mission of the church to

transform society.

GOALS

1. Foster reflection and discussion on the development of the foundation
for democracy, justice and peace in Korea.

2 Investigate the task and position of the Korean church in the context of
the national history so that it may contribute to democratic, Jjust and
peaceful development of Korea.

3. Maintain a close supportive role to the Ecumenical movement.

METHODOLOGY

1. Research and analysis

2 Publication : CISJD runs a publishing company of its own, MINJUNG-SA
and publishes books and series of compiled documentations mostly in
Korean. And among others are some research works available in English.

3 Documentation and data service : CISJD runs a data center of its own,
The data center serves the Christian and wider people’s movement in
Korea. And In response to increased information needs, the CISJD data
center introduced an ‘User friendly' computer system, enabling rapid
retrieval of documentations on the targeted issues.

4. Seminars and consultations
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FOREWORD
. Let there be solidarity among the people of the world
for democratization and reunification of the Korean Peninsula.

The world is continuously changing and each day is different from the
day before. In the midst of the rapid changes in the world the Korean
peninsula is also undergoing breathless transformation. Today's Korea
is qualitatively differentiated from that of not too distant past.
Although we are not able to predict the future image no one will doubt
that the future will be different from the present. Quo Vadis the
Korean peninsula? No. Which way must we proceed?

In contrast to its size and power, Korea is well-known, The Korean
war took place in the peninsula, the whole world participated either
physically or spiritually. Since that time Korea still remains a
country not yet reunified unlike Vietnam and Germany,

The peoples’ interest on Korea stems largely due to the growth of
economic power during the 70s and 80s. The recent front page coverage
on "too rich too soon” was about the economic situation Korea. While
the social changes and development in Korea are wonders for the
advanced western nations, for the less developed capitalist nations in
the South-East Asia considered desirable model. However, as we know,
it was a result of long suffering for the average Koreans and the

people were poor as they have always been.

At the end of June 1987, there was a great struggle for democracy and
it was publicized quite unexpectedly throughout the world. President
Roh said during his European tour was that there was no political
prisoner and it was ridiculed by the people in Korea, Many Korean
laborers are working for the wages which can not support even the
subsistence living and there are hardly young workers on the Korean
farms. Because, it is impossible to make living as farmers. Against
every occasion of peaceful demonstration demanding democracy await the
dancing shoes and the poisonous tear gas of the riot police., There
are multitudes of factors which interfere the process of
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democratization and block the advancement of the people.

For those who long for liberation and realization of the Kingdom of
God it is not a pleasant exercise to reminisce the past, because it
accompanies pains as one looks back where one has been.® We remember
the university students who have been murdered by the riot police and
ten young people who burned themselves as signs of protest against the
death of their innocent friends caused by the Roh regime. We feel
guilty for our comfortable life as we remember our friends, more than
one thousand of them, who are longing for the day when Korea will be
reunified and democratized even in their situation of incarceration.

The reason for our painful reiteration of the past year (twelve
months) is that we uphold our faith in God of liberation and that we
keep our conviction that our struggle will finally bring the victory,
We propose our readers toc refresh our memories for the past twelve
months and by so doing we will grasp the present reality and
anticipate our tasks for the democratization and reunification.

There were many big events in Korea in the year 1991. In the midst of
rapid changes in the world history the political realities in the
North-East Asia has become increasingly complicated, The external
factor and unchanging fervor of the Korean people for reunification
brought about "Joint Admission of the both North and South Korea in
the UN" and "Joint Agreement between the North and South Korea”.

There were struggles of people for democratization, but the results

were not so satisfactory. Within the powerstructure of Roh regime
there are still elements which hope to perpetuate the rein of power
through the means of the constitutional revision, Despite the

exposure of the fact that president received enormous amount of
political contributions no satisfactory explanations regarding the
unjust financial dealings are forthcoming. The local democracy which
has been shelved by the military regime since 1961 was revived and yet
it requires great many revisions to make it more authentic.

Originally scheduled mayoral and governor's election appear to be
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postponed without convincing reason apart from the political
consideration of the ruling party. Korean economy is in a serous
crisis. The economy which depended heavily on the low wages and the
export has been stagnant due to seriously weakened international

competitiveness.

We planned to publish the issue of "Korean Situation in 1991" with a
hope that it might help our overseas’ friends who stood with us over
the years in our common struggle for democratization and reunification
to understand our present situation. This publication is divided into
four larger sections: Political reality, North-South relations,

Economy and Ecumenical news.

The first section covers the political trends in Korea. Political
events of 1991 are divided into a number of sub-sections and we tried
to explain through these sections the political violence committed by
the ruling party and actions of the opposition parties and the

pecple’s movement.

The second section deals with the North-South relations. The 1991 was
a remarkable in terms of North-South rapproachment, This section
includes such subject as admission of the both North and South Korea
in UN, much discussed nuclear issues on the Korean peninsula, high
level political talks, ratification of joint agreement. We hope, it
will help clarify the present and give some perspective for the
future,

The third section has to do with economy. It contains numerical index
for the price and export trend, environmental issues and labor
problems, Through the economic trends we hope to explain the crisis
which the Korean economy is undergoing. To illustrate the situation

we included the statistics as primary source of information,

The last section is select informations about the life of the Korean
churches which may have bearing on the general situation of ecumenical
movement in Korea. The ecumenical movement in Korea has made some

important advance in 1991.
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In the course of analyzing the Korean situation,we appended the

newspaper clippings. Appendices are the diaries of the

important
events in 1991, i

We trust that these clippings will give you the fresh
impressions and diary will provide quick references as to the major
events in 1991. '

We salute you and express our gratitude to your solidarity with us and

we present to you this humble publication as a token of our common
commi tment,

20, Feb, 1992

Seoul, Korea

Park J
Directer, CISJD
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PART ONE
POLITICAL SITUATION
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Introduction: An Overview

The year 1991 began with the inauguration of a hard-line cabinet led

e Minister Roh Jae-Bong, designed to repress all the democratic

by Prim
the Roh Tae-Woo

forces in order to secure the prolonged rule of
regime, The formation of this hard-line cabinet reflected the
worldwide inclination forward conservatism which resulted from the
collapse of the socialist bloc and the victory of the U.S. in the Gulf

War.
The year of 1991 was very significant for the political situation as
the country was facing 1992, during which for both presidential and

parliamentary elections would bring struggle to define the direction

of political power. In 1991 the conflict was

ruling force seeking stable continuation of its
ding the opposition parties and people's power

intensified between the
power and the

democratic forces inclu

searching for the establishment of democratic government.

ary task of the Roh cabinet was to press for constitutional
in order to securely

lameduck period. Since

The prim
reform for a parliamentary cabinet system,
reproduce the Roh Tae-Woo regime, now in its
the system of indirect election of the head of government by the

parliamentary system in contemporary Korean history has been abused to

strengthen existing regimes, all the democratic forces have opposed

ik,

But the conspiracy to revise the constitution was broken owing to
1 as strong resistance by

internal disputes in the ruling party as wel
the Democratic Liberal

the democratic forces. From the beginning
Party, created by the merger of the Democratic Justice

Democratic Party and Republican Party in Jan, 1990, was dragged into
f the presidential candidate for

he faction led by Kim Young-Sam

Party,

internal disputes on the election o
the next term, and in this process t
(the so called Minjukye) desperately opposed the parliamentary system.

Ceaseless political scandals and unjust economic policy rooted in the
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nature of i i i
the authoritative regime gave rise to continuing people’s

resistance, T i
he scandal of luxurious overseas travel by parliament

membels w1 tl.'l huge b] lbeS fl om CCImpa!llES and tlle IE‘Kelatl{)“ 01 Lhe SuSO

scandal (an incid
ent of grave c i i
orruption in whi .
ich a+constructi
ion

co pa IeCEIUEd rivi leged t[ealIZIIEHIZ b lobb l“g pOW ] 1
er ful o thlaHS
lllCludlllg t.he Blue ”OUSE) aCCEler‘ated Lhe Crisis Of the ROh lEgllIlE’ 1n

h t er lod a IEady {ace i p =
t e ].as p v 1 d w1 Lh Soalllg rices a“d a huge t]adp

f. . t' d st t mulate

fizpiicjepfotests,.during which the death of a.college student due to

e Orgi :fm::zf p?éjce in May touched off nationwide struggles

) . ; -e May struggle, the largest since the Great
ion Struggle in June 1987, revitalized the democrati i

movement and forced hard-line Prime Minister Roh Jae-Bong torie;?:tlon
n,

I
IDIIIC&II)’, the RDII IEglme was ahle to overcome t.lle Crisis th[ Ough th
2

]O l ou
nCll EIECT.IDIIS S (8] ded Stltutlllg
ca c . ucces gll!l s h
s1ve re e ad avol in

t]le lOCEll Self gove] nIIIEI'lt System fOl fEal t,hat the Iullng powe: WDuld

b L pﬁwe ]ioh 5 Gth ]iepub p p
e “eake“ed by he lelle“ Oi T lic ost OllEd 1ts

p mis 'g g g unti t]le
own ro e EO[ lOCaI selj {)\re]llme”t again a”.d agailin l
'

st g
asic-unit local council election was finally held in March 1991

Due to the dlStO! tEd electlon la“ not Only pl Ohlblt]ng pOIItICal

pal t]ES fICIII taklng pa]t mn the eleClIOIl but 6.150 [llled wlthl ever
e y

pOSSiblB i
"

d erence alld e Iesultl“ ow voter e

I ul i n pat Ly an over wlle 1n majorit was t]l] ou alld l '.'1
silde
victor Y in the 10(-&1 COu“Cll EIECLID“S that the H()h leglme esca d
pe

1]0'1] € Crisis cr eated by the scan ] Of overseas t- IpS by b[ b d

pa1 l laIIIE'nlaI‘IaI'IS al"ld the I‘E\EIBIIOI‘I U{ Lhe SUSO SCandal Ihe
.

la: e 1
g unit local COunCll EIGCLIOI‘I he].d n Ju[‘le had tlle same lESUlt
%

he Roh regi ‘ner F 1
egime cornered by the May nationwide st uggle barel
T , ely

survived again though its landslide victory in the

: : . large-uni
council elections. Like the basic-unit it g

local ¢ i i
1 v . ouncil election
arge-unit election was characterized by a low ey

S, voter turnout,

1n Llle case Ot y‘OUllgel genE'I ation voters fa‘n'()] lllg t-he
OPPOSItIU“ pal ty It 15 cer ta]n Lhat tlle CO“t.l”lJlng pO]lLlCa] Scandais
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and corruption made people more distrustful of politics in general,
and that the prolonged division of the opposition parties deprived the

democratic forces of a political alternative for democratization.

Since the 1987 presidential election, the opposition parties in Korea
have been divided. The discord between the two regionally divided
parties led by Kim Young-Sam and Kim Dae-Jung continued until it was
replaced with a similar conflict between the group of Kim Dae-Jung and
the Minju group remaining after the merger of Kim Young-Sam's party
with the ruling party.

After the devastating defeat in the local council elections the
discussion on unification of the opposition parties was rehabilitated
to finally accomplish a new union of the opposition party under the
name of Democratic Party. Democratic personages formerly working
outside institutional politics, such as Lee Bu-Young and Lee Woo-Jung,

played a crucial role in the unification.

Historically, such movements outside institutional politics as labour,
peasant and student movements have played a no less important role
than opposition parties. It has been not the opposition parties but
the social movement forces outside institutional politics that have
led important nationwide democratization struggles including the April
Revolution in 1960, the Kwangju people’s struggle in 1980 and the

Great Democratization Movement in 1987.

The May Democratization Movement in 1991 was likewise initiated and
led by the social movement while the opposition parties remained on
the outside. The social movement, having gradually grown in strength
against the ruthless oppression of dictatorial regimes, Was in
stalemate after the end of the May Movement, however. [t is an
undeniable fact that the social movement Was substantially shrank due
to the ideological confusion resulting from the crisis or collapse of
socialist states, the series of mass imprisonments and merciless
oppression by the government, and the consequent conservative tendency
in the Korean society. In November and December, however, the social

movement not only rearranged its organizations with the launching of
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Chapter 1. Political Corruptions
and the Basic-Unit Local Council Election

1. Scandal of Overseas Trips by Bribed Congressmen
and the Revelation of the Suso Scandal

closed that three congressmen, Lee

In the middle of January, it was dis
members of the Commerce and

Jae-Keun, Park Jin-Koo and Lee Don-Man,
e National Assembly had traveled abroad with

Industry Committee of th
bribes from the Korea Automobile

about US $77,000 received as a
ation and the Korean Trade Association. As a series of
the government and

the three

Industry Associ
similar scandals were exposed one after another,

cutory authorities hastily dismissed and arrested

prose
rther escalation of the scandal.

congressmen in order to check the fu
The overseas trip scandal, in which parliamentarians of opposition

parties as well as of the ruling party were implicated, rather

accelerated people’s distrust of politics in general.

Before the end of the overseas trip scandal, the Suso scandal broke

out. In this incident a construction company belonging to the Han-Bo

t the privileged right to construct large-scale apartment

Group g0
influential

houses in the green belt Suso area, by lobbying
ove the ruling circle into a corner.

politicians. The shock of Suso dr
ber of the Blue

As the strong suspicion arose that even a core mem

House might be involved in it, the Suso scandal became the center of

But after the arrest of 5 congressmen who were bribed
by the president of Han-Bo Group, and presidential secretary Jang

Byung-Cho, the dismissal of the Mayor of Seoul, and the nullification
ndal finally closed with the

public concern.

of distribution of houses, the Suso sca

Blue House intact.
One common characteristic of the series of scandals was that the
target of investigation by prosecutors always moved from the

government to the National Assembly and that members of the opposition

parties were with-out exception involved.
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through the arr i
est and dismissal
of several con
gressmen, A more

serious ] i
: | tproblem was the rapid spread of distrust among the people with
egard to politics in general .
, and the growth of politi i
“ri ; political cynicism,
atmosph?re was reflected in the low voter turnout in the basi
and large-unit local council elections S

2. The Growth of Soci
ial Movement it —_—
Movement Members and Political Participation of

The past 2 i
. ' y?ars there have seen increased political participation b
mocratic figures. This increase in political .

produced three major results: participation has

y Inlilcatlo“ an mocra at was
CI‘Eath When Klm YDung Sal:l] JOlned the luilng pal ty

llle seco“d I esul L 1s the fOI ma Lll:)n Of the New Dem0C| atic Ul"lan i ar t.y
lC]l consi T I I II l I I WE]]
W’l sts Df p Og essive flgu es om Otestant Cl1 C].eS as

I de OCr C f 1gures ro I t n

NO! th C]lo a ov ]]ley 1ns e I (o] a

pan-demOCl at It.y L]lIOU ll w C demOCl atlc Cha e o DI 1tica

pOWE] Could be ac]lle\ied, al}. demDClallc pOWEI must be CDl]lbllled lllt.O

one with

: : the Party for Peace and Democracy as the center. As a medi

o integrate the pan-democratic power, they : " S
Democratic Union, and unified it with

Democracy on April 9, 1991,

organized the New
the Party for Peace and

]he thlld !egult t e O]J]JOSIUDH b L e lalt ?.0 t e ldea o]
al l l1ance Df dEEOC] t ower wi Lll t n
atic p he existi g conser Vat]'ve OppOSlthll

parties, insi
Rt They have insisted on establishment of a party of th
minjung separate from that of the conservatives oo

In Spl t f p
e o SUCII movements to enter into mainstream OlltICS the
'

majority of
y the movement groups (Chonminyon and KukminYonhap) still
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prefer social movement as a mean to establish the mass foundation for

political participation.
There are several reasons for the emergence Oof various political
powers within the movement groups.

Firstly, during the 1970's and the first half of the 1980's, the
Protestant circles played a leading role in the democratization
movement. However, from the mid-1980’'s on, mainly due to the

influence derived from the Kwangju incident, there have appeared

ement groups. As a result

differentiations of theories among the mov
y and quantity and

the social movement further developed in both qualit

this had a positive impact.
Secondly, during the presidential election in 1987, the movement
ps divided into three lines, that is, Kim Dae-Jung's supporting

grou
and the Minjung candidate

group, Kim Young-Sam’s supporting group,
group. In addition to the. disunion of the movement group, the problem
of regional sentiment between Honam and Yongnam, which the ruling
party has misused in order to weaken the opposition gside, and the

self-interest of the political sector, has had a negative impact on

the movement.

Thirdly, there are differences of opinion concerning how to achieve

The New Democratic Union group
ed only through

democratic change of political power.
thinks that the change of political power can be achiev
the pan—democratic union of all the opposition parties with Kim
Dae-Jung of PPD as the leader. On the other hand, however, the PUD
and Minjung parties think it is impossible in reality to achieve

democratic change of political power at the next presidential election

with Kim Dae-Jung as the candidate.

Even though both groups agree on the idea of a pan—democratic

alliance, there still exist wide differences on which gr
included and who should be the leader of this alliance,

oups should be

Fourthly, there have been great changes in the situation in and
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1

was thought t
g o be needed, has been suspended to a certain ext
xtent,

a result, it

t]le demOC i
! Iatlc ove St i

”eﬂ.ause Oj SuCh faCtOIS, the Whole Df the demOCl ath movement Camp haS

experienced di i
B isunion and conflict as well as di i
political perspectives, N e

3. P
rospects for the Political Situation Related

h Y

The rest i
oration of the local self-government system i
is

significant i
in the struggle to achieve democratization -

f 1 delll crac Know n tll 1S a ‘, Vi Wel I ‘ ][e Fa]"k
. 1 g f c er ¥

Chung-Hee regi
gime put an end to this
system some 30 years
ago, In the

y-

thls tem t.hl Ough various LaCthS even Lhou ]l t ro ts
g 1 had m1 Sed 1

Following the iti i
0t ‘folltlcal marriage of the three parties, the regi t
; : : . 5 me
el 1s majority power in the National Assembly to revi ?Dk
i
aws related to the local self-government syste SeWhor
m, en

the regime faced isi
crisis upon the revelati
ation of the Suso
scandal, the
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. Kim Dong-joo (right)
le:gmulnr-ceuﬂl's Office

(lef), arrive in the

Chung Tai-s00 st

ulzzed about Kim’s

and Hanbo chief
yesterday to be q
Chung gave billions of won to the DLP.

Probe of Hanbo’s alleged
DLP fund under way

Kim Dong-joo starts furor

rosecution yesterday launched a
hx;ll}fcg ed probe into allegations that
Hanbo émup Chairman Chung :Tu-soo:
the central figure in the Suso housing m
dal, provide pol.itica! funds to the . Ihg
Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) an f
opposition Party for Peace and De::'lcn‘:;":1
cy (PPD) in connection with the scan ;

The Central Investigation Depmm;g
at the Prosecutor General Office called in
Rep. Kim Dong-joo yesterday morning
for questioning as to his allegation that
Hanbo bankrolled a large sum, of mor‘niey
to the DLP in the form of political funds.

The probe focused on proving a claim
by law?er Chang Ki-uck, a former law-
maker and now chairman of the Democra-
tic Party's Human Rights Committec, that
Suh Chung-won, a LP lawmaker, deli-
vered a large sum of money from Hanbo
to DLP leaders. Suh then served as policy
coordinating director during, the second
meeting of senior party an government
officials which was convened to discuss a

tition concerning the Suso housing pro-
ject.

-Is-

Earlier, lawyer Chang maintained that
he received the message fro
oo's brother shortly befor
ted last Saturday on
graft charges regarding Hanbo along with
four lawmakers and two others.

In a related development, the prosecu-
me under fire for pre-
ch are in conflict to the
contents of a meeting of senior govern-
ment and party officials last Aug. 27 con-
e housing project, wh:llc' reveal-
ults of its 10-day probe into the

tion reportedly car
senting reports whi

Official documents sent to the Suso
operatives, who filed a peti-
d that participants of the meet-
Lee Seung-yun, then depu-
ter-economic planning

ty prime minis
board minister, Lee Chong-nam,

inister, Kwon Young- , then con-
;ur?ll:ttion minister, asked Seoul City u;
consider the housing project 1n favor o
Hag‘l::a the prosecution announced that the
DLP held two meetings of party and gov-
ernment officials, but decided to r:spe:t
Seoul City's position to disapprove the
project because of disagreement among
e .
pu\{'li:l:l?nn; up its initial probe into th:i
case, Choi Myong-bu, chief of the Centr:
Investigation Department, said the pro-
secution has not found anything so far :3
back up allegations that Chung offer
poliriu‘.l) funds to the DLP. &
Nine PPD lawmakers, who met wi
Rep. Kim Dong-joo at Seoul Prison Tu_e:&
day, reportedly said that Kim flatly deni d
the allegation that political funds drifte
mﬁc; lhizn:h\l:ﬁ)gftr:g of the PPD was also
uestioned as to how heissued a “declara-
tion of conscience'’’ in which, he said, he
received 200 million won from Hanbo
Chairman Chung and handed it to Rep.
Kwon Roh-kap, special assistant for PP
President Kim Dae-jung, asking him to
use the money for the operation of the

PmTﬁ'c statement also alleged that senior
residential aides were deeply involved in
fhe scandal. He was arrested on charges of

taking 230 million won in bribes from
Ch'{'l"ll:glpmsccution is considering sum-
moning PPD officials t0 determine
whether the money constituted a bribe or
a political donation, prosecutors said.
ep. Lee was quized over the receipt
of an additional 60 million won in the form
of a donation from Chung last Dlemmbc[
which he shared with Reps. Kwon Roh-
ap and Kim Tai-shik, Rep- Kim is now
Ec ind bars for receiving - million won
after blackmailing Chung in connection
with the Suso scandal.

Hundreds slam fukewarny
probe into Suso bribery

Stage rallies at Pagoda, Myongdong Cathedral

Dissident groups yesterday sponsored
two outdoor rallies in downtown Seoul
condemning the lingering Suso housing
land scandal.

The Citizens' Alliance for Economic
Justice (Kyongshilyon) held a rally at
Pagoda Park and two other dissident orga-
nizations sponsored a similar rally at the
Myongdong Cathedral, demanding that
the prosecution re-investigate the
scandal.

At Pagoda Park some 500 citizens and
college students gathered, and Kyongshi-
lyon announced the establishment of a
citizens’ committee to probe the Suso
housing land scandal, charging that the
prosecution’s investigation so far leaves
much unsolved.

“The prosecution’s lukewarm inves-
tigation leaves behind many suspicions ab-
out the scandal, and we, by forming the
citizens’ committee, will probe lingering
suspicions with our own hand,” said a
Kyongshilyon spokesman.

Kyongshilyon also insisted that the pro-
secution launch a new investigation into
the scandal to eliminate lingering popular
suspicions.

Some 2,000 riot policemen were de-
ployed around the rally sites to prevent
the rallies from becoming violent.

Meanwhile, some 500 citizens partici-
pated in a similar rally at Myongdong

Cathedral to condemn the scandal.

After the rally, they trnied tp march to
Chong Wa Dae, the presidential mansion,
but were stopped by riot police.

They shouted slogans condemning the
“corruption™ of the government, political
parties and the Seoul City government.

They were the first outdoor rallies pro-
testing the scandal, which has resulted in
the arrest of five lawmakers and two rank-
ing government officials.

A police spokesman said the dissident
groups’ rallies were legal as they had re-
ported to police about their plans to hold
them 48 hours in advance.

But Chongno Ward Office had refused
Kyongshilyon’s request to use Pagoda
Park as rally site. ;

In Kwangju, 50 student activists, mostly
from Chonnam National and Chosun uni-
versities, occupied a section of Kumnam
Boulevard in the eastern part of the city
for a surprise antigovernment demonstra-
tion at 1:25 p.m.

Chanting **‘Overthrow the regime of
President Roh Tae-woo, the mastermind
of the Suso housing scandal,” the protes-
ters briefly marched along the road, but
then fled as riot police rushed to the scene.

The demonstrators belong to Nam-
chongnyon, a student activists’ organiza-
tion in Chollanam-do. ’

kore:; Hcrai;:l

Citizens calling for reinvestigation of the Suso housing scandal march along downtown
streets after a protest rally at Pagoda Park in Seoul yesterday.
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Chapter 2. The Grand Struggle in May and June

1. The Significance of May and June of 1991

In the Korean society, the symbolic significance of May and June has

been very great. Since the Kwangju Incident, which began on May 8,

1980, there have been nationwide anti-government demonstrations every
May. Since the Grand Struggle for Democratization in June 1987, there

have appeared wide-ranging of democratization movemen
in the Korean political

ts each June.

The same phenomenon Wwas strongly evident
situation in May and June of 1991.7

Since Mr. Kang Kyung-Dae, a student of Myung-Ji University in Seoul,
was beaten to death by the riot police during a demonstration, the
Sixth Republic has encountered the most serious crisis. His death
moved hundreds of thousands of citizens to stage anti-government

ations and have stirred the slack democratization movement
The Korean Protestant

through Emergent

demonstr
camp to organize strongly united struggle.

circle also actively Jjoined in the struggle

Situational prayer meetings, Situational Statements, and mass rallies.

2. Development of the Democratization Movement
and Crisis of the Regime.

1) The ‘Kwangju people’s Struggle, Kwangju, in the southwestern part
of the Korean peninsula, was a pass revolt against the military coup
led by Chun Doo-Hwan which took place in 1980. This revolt developed
into an armed struggle in which over 1,000 people were apparently
killed by the martial troops or disappeared.

The ‘Great June struggle' in 1987 was a series of mass demonstrations
for constitutional reform demanding change of the indirect
presidential election system. Through the struggle, constitutional
reform focusing on the direct election of the president, was achieved.

..20_

1) Eruption of Citizens' Anger and Grand-Scale
Demonstrations

%fter the death of university student Kang Kyong-Dae, 10+young peopl

in succ?ssion committed suicide by self-immolation in their appe:l ?oi
pan-national struggle against the Roh regime, which had greatl

shocked the citizens through its actions. The suspicious deathg faM ’
Park Chang-Soo, the president of Hanjin Heavy Industrial Co E Q -
Union in Pusan, and the death of Ms., Kim Kwi-Jong, a st;deéi Oui
Songkyunkwan University, which also resulted from h;rsh subjugatiZn

by the riot police a in M K
i r ang's case, seve i
iti . : ' rely st
political situation, Y rained the

Thef ?ass media provoked controversy over the good and/or evil of
:?1 ;;Tmolatlon by arranging to have some famous people, such as poet

im = '
i-ha and Fr. Park Hong, the president of Sokang University in

Seoul propagandize tha
, t there were wire 1 i
sel f-immolations, pullers behind the

The general public, however, was of the opinion that the only way t

prevent more sacrificial death of young people was to achieve i .
democtacy, and many citizens joined in the anti-government moveme;:e
The wide participation of the citizens drew the reluctant opposi for
parties into the streets, postHen

The Roh regime became bewildered by the far-reaching protests and

A?ril 27 replaced the Minister of Home Affairs, the official :H e
directly responsible for the death of Mr. Kang. Finally Roh L:iZdsz
oveTcome the crisis with a deceitful apology, but even that could :
pacify the heightened anger of the citizens., Even within the rul?:g

party, the cry for the resi i i i
gnation of Prime Ministe -
louder and louder, Fier foh Jaerfons srer

Ey ; ; ; o
: enhdurlng this whirlpool of crisis, the regime arrogantly continued
its high-
f igh-handed rule. It also forced through undemocratic revisions
o : ¥ . )
various evil laws including the National Security Law, in a

0- ) .
30-second blitz without the attendance of the opposition parties
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This incident drove the opposition party out of the National Assembly,

where they continued their struggle. Starting Wwith their

tional rally for Mr. Kang's funeral ceremonies

participation in the na
country from

on May 14, they held rallies in large cities across the
May 19 on. Shortly afterward, however, they shifted their effort

toward the local council[self—government) elections in June and this
brought strong criticism from the Nationalist Democratization Movement
group. All in all, however, t

struggle against the regime

he pan—national side has been able to
in unison since the Jjeint funeral

ceremonies for Mr. Kang.

the pan-nationalist side organized a

"Pan-National Counter Measures Council to Censure the Violent Murder
of Kang Kyong-Dae and to stop the High-Handed Rule of the Regime”
( Abbr, Counter-Measures Council). The Council united 55 mass
including "Chonnohyop”, "Chonnong”, "Chondaehyop”,
plus three opposition parties. The
the district level across the

After the death of Mr. Kang,

organizations
"Chonbinryon”, and "Chonminryon”,

Council organized pbranch offices on
set up a nationwide structure through the

jvities of Chonminryon and KukminYonhap
the Council mobilized

270,000 people at national rallies in 21 cities across the country on
May 4, 550,000 people in 87 regions on May 9: and 500,000 in 81

regions on May 18.

country and quickly
experience of solidarity act
since 1987. With its organizational ability,

-Term Power through Revision

2) The Conspiracy for Long
e Parliamentary Cabinet System,

of the Constitution for th
by Use of Heavy Suppression

The incidents of violence during May, resulting in the death of Kang

Kyong-Dae, were the natural outcome of the regime's heavy-handed rule,

me-duck phenomenon in the final period of
lishing the long-desired revision of
t system, In order to

aimed at preventing the la

the Sixth Republic and at accomp
ution for a parliamentary cabine

the Constit
harsh measures to Suppress the

achieve its goals, the regime employed

complaints and the anti-government activities of the

people’s
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democratization movement groups

T i
Ile Suppl essive mEthOdS app]led by tl-'le leglme were Cllat'aCLEI IZEd b
y

physical violence agai
gainst the movement
groups through the de
ployment

f h y v N
(0] t e pOl 1 Ce. the ASENC fOl Natlo“al SeCUI it I lall“].”g a"d the

National Securi
curity Command, and strengthening of the attack
acks on

movemen
L gl"oups t.hI Ough antl mmunism a.“d 1 N th
Cco an t =iNOTI

ideologies. Korean

av l rou ]l. t.ll. f 1 i i
. . . ¥ e By

the visits t.o |JOI th KDI ea by Re\‘. Moo“ Ik ”wa” and i\‘ls IIII Su k on in
. y 8

1990 in order to
put down the people’
; e's : =
misrule of the regime g somplaints arisiog: frow ‘the

on n hap e i
.

As seen
people
orenses, , ’ the workers and t
e ot heir survival rights intensified, and complaints b :e
about the government's i I o
' economic policy 1 join i
the demonstrations following the Kang incident 7 fed then o Join in

Sig-rm . . . 1eq f d
{he pOl o thaI 51 tuatloﬂ in May and Ju“e was t, e s ace
y o h Sf‘eatest Crisi

On the othe
r hand, the Democratic Liberal Party is continuing t
o

BIII, LIII Dugh a repressive st] ategy em lO)(ll"lg the bl
DU 1C

security agencies.

“lE NEW ]K (Iaegu alld 1\(}] t.ll K)’Ollgsa]lg P:OVHICE} factloll witll Pa[k
.

ChOI '0“ a I elatl ve Of Roh Iae‘“oo as t,S CElltﬁ‘l S t.l e I eade]
" ' 1 1 1
' lng

of the harden
ed the rule. The group is conspiring to exclude the Ki
im

Y .
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With things having deve
candidacy preroga

Young-Sa
the fac

loped to this point, Roh Tae-Woo could not help
put persuade park Chol-On to stop competin
tive against Kim Young-Sam,

forced withdrawal may appear
e was taken in order to
Party to tightly unite as

g for the presidential
following completion of
to favor Kim

Roh's term. Park's
m, but in fact this measur stimulate
tion of the former Democratic Justice

a rival of Kim's group.

silenced the internal discord

s take place,
of the issue of

power play for

Though this measure may have
there seems tO

1 all the local election
of the reappearance

and the continuing

temporarily. unti
pe a great possibility

constitutionai revision

prerogatives,

d Struggle in May and June, and
tion of the Pan National Counter-Measures

he People’s Grand Struggle in June 1987

3) Nature of the Gran
Possible Future Direc
Council, Comparing with t

y and June 1991 reminded us of the

ratization movement in Ma
s aspects as follows.?

The democ
7 in variou

People’s Grand Struggle in 198

ver the death of a

t was the people's anger ©
about the

latent complaints
le demonstrations and national

First is the fact that i
in combination with their

student,
h stirred the large-sca

government, whic

rallies.

the fact that the struggle of the nationalist

ned by the opposition parties at a later

Second is
democratization camp was joi

stage of the struggle.

ation between the people’s

Third, both the 1987 and the 1991 confront
carried out very

democratic power and the undemocratic power Was

S
2) Like the death of Kang Kyung-D

Jong-Chul and the death of Lee H

mass struggles.

ae in 1991, the torture death of Park

an-Yul by tear-gas bomb touched of f
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peacefully,

However, alon i imi i
prnilon iqt;ih E:f.:xmxlar1ties, there also exist considerabl
o1 fferences. - F inéivid:af the }987lstruggle, when citizens joined is
e s iss, this time citizens joined in as members
e ! ilnot only students participated, but also
e att0 dar trade unions such as the National
e 0 factenhed the rallies and demonstrations, ver
e o ' that su?h people participated as memb;r i
ps from various circles including industjiZI

workers, farmer

v S'

o Risiaas 4 Feachers. and students, shows the d

an democratization movement evelopment of

Second, unlik

» e th

o ol it e' 1987 struggle, the recent struggle indi

opposition g- ening of the minjung's power while th o

Slayed .Partles has relatively weakened In 1987 e role of the

an importan - ’ , the t i

Headquarters of t; role as the joint representatives of the hro'Klms

e Democratization Movement This ationsl
: is year, however

non-political
: leaders have led all the ralli
consistently, ies and have struggled

The opposition parties even showed
oF ‘S PanNEsy a tendency to be led by th 2
beptenidl impac:{:E:n ii?nz?r—Méasures Council, but this 2speitéi:;:ns
B e | o e ou?c1l was driven into a defensive posturea
i, e parti:;much 1s?l?ted when no support came forth fro-
o oz Aor religious groups during its sit-in in thm
SR : s.a result, the effectiveness of th -e
ned noticeably, % Council

Thirdly, compared 4
il ad:;nCEd tOIigf;é7the activities of the industrial workers
middle-class citiéens b e %Eading groups were the students and
iy Thi; ut the industrial workers could not join
L . WithYT?r. however, the organized power of th
ol Uiifoeisl wisered] h?nnahYOﬂ {National Council of Demccratie
e Bourncil.  Thhe su;1.a?t1ve role as one of the important sect 'c
Bl g e g ‘D1c1ous death of Mr. Park Chang-Soo prob bin

unions to participate actively in the polit?caT
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struggle.

mocratization in May and June of this

[n summary, the struggle for de
of the Korean

d the ability of movement
t that the Pan-National Counter-Measures

the centripetal body for the

years considerably restore
people and it is significan
Council was able 1o pe formed as
long-term perspective of the democratization movement.

and viewpoints of the member
the Council, it cannot easily be
from the Korean

of political

As various political opinions
organizations are intermingled in
it can draw enough support

predicted whether or not
g about a democratic change

people as a whole to brin

power,

the Pan-National Counter-Measures Council was chosen in
hopes of abolishing heavy-handed rule of the regime through the
lic security agencies, and of achieving a
-Dae's funeral ceremonies

it-in in the

The title of

reckless use of the pub
democratic government. Following Kang Kyong
on May 18, all the leaders of the Council started a s

Myongdong Cathedral. On June 15, the Council's title was changed to
Cessation of the Harsh Rule and Achievement

in order to overcome its temporary
long-term, strategic body of

"The National Council for
of a Democratic Government”,
character and 1O develop into a

pan-national power,

4) Resignation of Prime Minister Roh Jae-Bong and

Counter-Attack on the Regime

the Roh regime was forced to accept the resignation of Roh

rime Minster, whereupon Mr. Chong Won-Shik was appointed
A partial cabinet reshuffle also took place.

On May 22,
Jae-Bong as P
the new Prime Minister.

rdliner and the very government official

as the Minister of Education in 1989, suppressed Chonkyojo, the
and expelled over 1,500 teachers from their
clearly revealed the

Chong, however, is a known ha

who,

National Teachers Union,

positions.“ His appointment, therefore,
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lntentlon OI Lhe I eglme t.o I ei“iol ce 1 t.S Supp] ession I at]le] Lha[] to
. .
gal“ publlc SuppOl"t It wa at tlle IH (}Les [,S h
. ] natural ’ then, T-h
. s 0w . -
movement cir Cles ar ld DPPOS 1 Llon paI tles Sreatl f IDC[‘eased y
“

hE Count I C Cll C l t t, t1 1 L t, e Ie\-"e] ()1
l ermeasures ounci escaia Ed i1ts s ugg e (o] h
man lng ove thr"Cl Df t.h T Sta 11 ment [)I a [ie ocr
de d I w e eglme a.nd e b Sh
mocC ath

. [he QDPOSI tion pal ties Contlnued to Sta e T to take
SOUBI “mellt . g allles
ad"a“tage Df Lhe CDmlng lal ge‘unit lOCﬂl COunCll eleCtlDI‘lS

At the same ti .
e Kj-sol'st;:?;i;:en::h reglme manufactured a fabricated case over
Bl et e in order to destroy the credibility of the
e Oflo?lmovement. The regime falsely propagandized
S of Ghe head, GERS the moveme?t circle had compelled Mr. Kim, a
Ny unresice DfTCh?nm:nryon, to commit suicide in order to
reluctantly without léa s ake -Sfory had Kim committing suicide
another staff at thVIni ) SUlCI?E note behind, and Kang Ki-Hoon
e S e head office of Chonminryon, suPPOSedl;
cide note, The ensuing controversy is still going

on and is creati iti
mlar ing strong criticism against Chonminryon d
nalist democratization movement as a whole el

The decisiv
coiste wae ihzojjzidused by tﬁe regime to overcome its political
ssiotel Pitad Minisint of Prlme‘&inister Chong. Just after being
e N heg..Cho?g visited the Korean Foreign Language
B a Preixously been a given lecturer, There h
appearance aft y students with eggs and flour. His monstrgu:
e anmg NEd::‘ ;:i :;tack ﬁés-immediately telecasted and reported
movement as havin ts g crltl?led the students and the studen£
isucher: T th-g urned so violent and immoral as to attack their
is way, the mass media counter-attacked the student

movement da i
Sovene y in and day out, till finally th
i e movement was

Education” (call ‘
ed ‘cham kyoyuk' o
GAICRLIon Syatel. yoyuk'), by democratizing the national

- 27 -



calate the

the regime began to es
ment but also the

dia,
i help of the mass media,
g t only the leaders of the student move

arrests of no "y

lea f t “al C ter as s COull

d to have

[ WwWO- [ II.L nuous SLH le agal II.S‘. L! e re ime appEaI e
g g

ssed its peak with the funeral ceremonie
pa

5) Local Election Situation

t local council elections
t the regime stopped
ard the

announcement that the large-unl '
the struggle agains
the Korean people turned tow

With the
would be held on June 20,

suddenly, as the concern of

election,

ement camp, obliging it to start

i i d the mov
The election mood influence ol gy i g

i to s
its election struggle, that '15, .
candidates of the Democratic liberal rarty.
ili i ign of power by
i to stabilize its reig
LP was seeking
Naturally the D :
i i i Meanwhile, , ;
iy thl?? ele‘?;;‘;:‘ ion as a key skirmish on the way to
effort to win, Vi

g this electi
the next parlia

the opposition parties made every

mentary election and Presidential election.

silent as to its

i ined
lati 1 Council remalne ‘
e e On May 23, however, it clearly

it insisted, was

In the beginning,
definite position on th X
expressed its position to op}aose )
ed by the regime only in order to

e election. .
he election which, 5
overcome its political crisis.
promot

take
situation obliged the movement camp to
e

the movement camp could not establish a.lny
The result of the election

Though the strain of th

positive countermeasures,

strategy towards the election.

definite ol

will be analyzed in the following sect
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Four riot policemen face arrest on

charges of battering a Seoul college stu-
dent to death with steel pipes when he was
caught during a demonstration in front of
his campus in western Seoul Friday after-
noon. ;
The prosecution decided to formally
arrest the policemen today, charging them
with inflicting fatal injuries on Kang
Kyong-dae, a Myungji University econo-
mics freshman, which led to his death.

The four are Cpls. Kim Yong-sun,
Chang Kwang-ju, Lim Chon-sun and Pfc,
Lee Hyong-yong, all assigned to the Seoul
Metropolitan Police Bureau’s fourth

mobile squad 94th company and third pla-

toon.
The Seoul District Prosecutor’s Office

Sobu (west) branch, investigating Kang’s
death, obtained a cgurt-issued writ for
searching the body of the dead student
activist, and persuaded Kang’s family and
students, who opposed an autopsy on the
body at the National Institute of Scientific
Investigation, to change their mind.

- Parents of the dead student said, “Eye-
witnesses’ testimony confirmed that our
son was beaten to death by riot police-
men. So there is no reason for conducting
a post-mortem. We cannot kill him
twice.”

Prosecutors, who were trying to contact

Kang’s family and student representatives .

for the autopsy, said they were denied
access to Yonsei University Hospital
where the body of the dead student is
being kept. “a

The four accused riot policemen were
handed over to the prosecution for ques-
tioning at 5:40 p.m.

Prosecutors called in Sohn In-gyu, 28,-

and Yu Yong-shik, 27, the two known
witnesses to the brutal killing, Choi Ok-
kyong, a night-duty doctor at the Yonsei
University Hospital, and Park Tong-guk,
chiefsurgeon at the Holy Family Hospital,
both who examined Kang’s body, to hear
testimony. ,

They said the probe centered around a
possibility of the involvement of more riot
policemen, adding that witnesses said two
to four more policemen seemed to be on
the spot.

Although the accused policemen initial-
ly strongly denied employing steel pipes,
they later confessed to using the objects,
so;:{rces close to the investigation team
said.

Senior Supt. Cho Mun-hyong, chief of
Seoul Sobu Police Station, Capt. Kim
Hyon-jung, the riot squad’s 94th company
leacer, and Lt. Park Man-ho, the platoon

leader, were relieved of their posts for
failing to supervise their men while break-
ing up the student rally.

Witnesses and police investigators said
about 400 riot policemen rushed out of
alleys and chased student demonstrators
who took to the street about 100 meters
from the school gate at 4 p.m. Friday.

But Kang was caught by the policemen,
part of a riot police arrest team, while
trying to flee into his campus over a wall.

At the time, Kang was in charge of com-
munication between students during a
protest to demand the release of Park
Kwang-chol, president of Myungji Uni-
versity student council, who was arrested
Thursday.

Police investigators said Cpl. Kim
Yong-sun grabbed Kang by his jumper
and pulled down onto the ground. ;

Pfc. Lee Hyong-yong, Cpl. Chang
Kwang-ju joined hands in battering Kang
with 1.2-meter long steel pipes and drag-
ging him five meters.

Cpl. Lim Chon-sun finally kicked and
trampled the student, police investigators
said. : '

The four policemen told investigators
that they left behind the student, who
appeared to have lost consciousness on

the sidewalk, after finding that he was
bleeding from the head. 55,96

Police said they retrieved two steel
pipes and two wooden sticks which third
platoon leader Lt. Park Man-ho picked up
in his riot police bus and later discarded.

Kang was initially taken to the school
dispensary, but an on-duty nurse told stu-
dents to take Kang, who had already lost
consciousness, to a hospital.

The student was rushed to a hospital
about 800 meters from the school, but was
pronounced cead upon arrival.

Dr. Park Tong-guk, chief of the surgery
department, said Kang’s heart had stop-
ped when he arrived at the hospital.

“The studecnt had a 7 to 8cm-long,
0.8mm-deep cut on his right forehead. 1
presume the injuries were not caused by
sharp objects but something long and
blunt like a steel pipe,” he said.

Park said there was no external bleed-
ing and Kang seemed to have died of a
cerebral hemorrhage. '

His body was later transferred to the
morgue of Yonsei University Hospital at
his father’s request. .

More than 1,000 students converged
around the hospital and staged an over-
night sit-in, blocking all access to the
mortuary.
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Chondaehyop declares 6 days

T to May 2 as mourning week

May Day Sees
United Front of Workers, Students

i tude:
Four riot policemen who beat ﬁo?g;g;risec““““ investigators yesterday.

prosecution office for interroga

Professors Move
To Join Students
To Protest Gov’t

In sympathy with students who have
stagedymg)mtest rallies on campuses
across the country, since Monday con-
demning the police killing of a Myongji
University student, professors are now
speaking out on the issue.

ngju, about 700 faculty mem-
belrl; lz‘:t‘.,'rilijhgnnalm National University
yesterday issued a joint statement cal-
ling for the dissolution of the combat
police force, who were qr:gmally de-
signed to work in anti-espionage opera-
tions, not as riot police.

The collective move caine after a 21-
year-old university coed attempted
self-immolation during a protest rally
in front of her campus on Mor_;day._'I“he
woman student is still listed in critical
condition despite intensive treatment
at the university hospital.

_30-

Ko.rc...a Herald
nt to death Friday are taken to the

The professors also demandegl a tho-
rough investigation into the police bru-
tality that resulted in the t_i-eath c_:f Kapg
Kyong-dae. The Myongjl Unwe_rmty
freshman was beaten to death during a
violent clash with riot police in front gf
his campus in western Seoul last Fri-

day. RN

«All police and government officials,
regardless of their ranks._who were re-
sponsible for Kang's tragic death,”’ the

statement urged, “should face legal ac-.

tion.” . 0
“The firing of then home minister
Ahn Eung-mo was only a ge_sture to
calm public anger over the pohce_bluq-
geoning, a control method which is
being systematically used by §pec1a1
arrest squads,” the professors said.

The academicians demanded the re-
vision of the Law on Assembly and
Demonstration which virtually bans
outdoor rallies by antigovernment pro-
testers.

The professors also asked for stu-
dents not to commit suicide or to use
violent means in antigovernment de-
monstrations to avoid further ca-
sualties.

' Tens of thousands of students and
labor activists mounted antigovern-
ment rallies nationwide yesterday in
observance of May Day when another
student attempted self-immolation.

' Thousands of protesters yelling
“Down with President Roh Tae-woo"
surged out of Yonsei University where
a massive rally was held to mark the
international workers’ holiday and
mourn the death last® Friday of
Myongji University student Kang
Kyong-dae. * -

Militant students battled with riot
police in downtown areas of Seoul un-
til early this morning by hurling fire-
bombs to riot police who responded
with teargas. i

The vehement protest was triggered
as a sophomore of Andong Univeristy
near Taegu set himself on fire with
paint thinner at around noon in a
campus rally and was listed in serious

condition. - ;

- Kim Yong-kyun, 20, chanting such

slogans as “Down with President Roh

Tae-woo,” attempted self-immolation

but fellow students immediately put

out the fire and conveyed him to a near-
" by hospital. :

As his life is in danger due to third

_ degree burns, he was rushed to the

Kyungbuk National University Hospi-

tal later for intensive treatment.

The university students were hold-
ing a rally in memory of a Myongji Uni-
versity student beaten to death by po-
lice last Friday. ’ :

It was the second suicide attempt fol-
lowing that of a 19-year-old female stu-
dent in Kwangju who set herself
ablaze in protest against the death of
Kang Kyong-dae, 20.

At the Yonsei rally an estimated
30,000 students and blue-colar workers
attended the May Day ceremony and

clashed violently with riot police while
attempting to take to the street in the
evening.

Over 2,000 of them who succeeded in
sneaking out of the campus gathered
near the Myongdong Cathedral and
held a surprise rally late last night.
Fifty of them staged an overnight sit-
in in the precincts of the cathedral.

Fierce fighting erupted in Shinchon

~area near Yonsei and several down-

town areas in Seoul, but sporadic

* clashes between the protesters and

riot police mostly ended at about 11
p.m. with militant protesters voluntari-
ly dispersing themselves.
» Hundreds of volleys of teargas shells
and firebombs lit the night sky and the
choking gas filled the fashionabje shop-
ping streets in Shinchon whér€ fige
universities are clistered.

Militant students overturned two
armored police "vehicles and burnt

them down after several policemen’in-
side were rescued. !

In the Mapo intersection near Shin-
chon, protesters trapped and surround-
ed about 1,500 riot police and attacked
them repeatedly with rocks and fire-
bombs. '

The report on injuries for both pro-
testers and police was not available as
of midnight as some sporadic clashes
lasted throughout the night.

It was the worst night of violence in
Seoul this year and was the third night
in a row protesters had battled police.
On Monday and Tuesday, students
withheld from using firebombs and
stones. ; ’

In other provincial cities across the
country, where violent clashes erupt-
ed, several police boxes were attacked
with firebombs and stones by angry

! students and workers.
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‘Down With Roh Tae-woo’_

20,000 Students, Dissidents Take to Streets

With a large-scale rally at Seoul City
Hall Plaza aborted by police, about
20,000 students and dissidents launch-
ed street demonstrations yesterday to
protest the fatal beating of a student
demonstrator by police. ;

Riot police fired volleys of tear gas
and streams of ‘water to disperse the
demonstrators who shouted “Down
with (President) Roh Tae-woo.”

As the scheduled rally at the City
Hall plaza was aborted by riot police,
thousands of ralliers, waving banners
and jabbing their fists in the air, filled
several roads leading to the City Hall. -

Demonstrators tried to reach the
plaza, repeatedly dispersing and re-
grouping to aveid human barriers set
up by riot police. i )

The fierce street battles between ral-.
liers and riot police continued until
late in the night, paralyzing road traf-’
fic completely. - - "

Student demonstrators refrained
from throwing firebombs and stones,
following calls by their leaders for
non-violent rallies. . i =l

Tens of thousands of students r
citizens also launched demonsisiéfons
in 20 other major cities. ~ T

The nationwide prote
ed April 26 when Kan

re spark-
yong-dae, a

Myongii University student, was beat-
en to death by police arrest squads,
commonly calied “skeleton squads™
due to their white helmets. The pro-
testers called for the dissolution of the
police squads. v

-3

Students, shouting anti-governmenl sloga
toward Seoul City Iall from the South Gale near the Nam-
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In yesterday's clashes in Seoul,
about 20 riot police were stripped of
their head gear, shields and other
equipment by demonstrators and two
police "armored vehicles caught fire
after demonstrators turned them over.

About 100 lawmakers and officials of
the main opposition New Democratic
Party, led by president Kim Dae-Jung,
paraded in cars, blowing horns in sup-
port of the protesters. :

Demonstrators and riot police fo_ught
at several downtown areas, especially,
Chongnyangni, Yongdungpo and Shin-

. chon where ralliers were to gather be-

fore launching street marches towards
Seoul City Hall. L aE
" Sporadic rallies were reported in
Chengnyangni, Myongdong and Sodae-
mun until 9 om. and pnlice fired
teargas against demonstrators. . .

About 150 Myongji University stu-
dents attempted to launch a street
march towards the National Police
Headquarters but police dispersed
them soon. .

Rally organizers including a pan-na-
tional conference originally planned to
hold a large-scale rally in front of the
City Hall at 4 p.m.

Meanwhile, police authorities mobi-
lized about 32,000 policemen to quell
street demonstrations while allowing
rallies held on campus or on sidewalks.
» Amid successive self-immolation at-
tempts by students, a group of profes-
sors also launched a sit-in protest criti-
cizing police violence.

. Currently, 2300 professors from 54

ns, march daemun Market Saturday before they waged a running bat-
tie wilh riol police.

universities across the nation issued
statements critical of the deadly beal-
ing of the student. -

Religious groups, artists and wom-
en's movement activists also joined the
anti-government rallies, cornering th
President Roh Tae-woo regime. y

Nearly 3,000 church ministers issucd
a statement at Yonsei University, de-
manding the neutrality of police and
the dissolution of police arrest squads.

In the statement, they berated the
government for remaining lukewarm
without taking a definite step to settle
the current situation.

About 30 representatives from Bud-
dhist organizations also held a gather-
ing in Kaeun-sa Temple in eastern
Seoul and formed a committee to pre-
vent human rights violations.

The participants agreed to mount a’
joint struggle without other religious
organizations. . .
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Tension Heightens Over Unionist’s Death

Park’s Body

ANYANG, Kyonggi-do — Police, to
obtain the body of a dead labor activist
for an autopsy, broke into a hospital
mortuary here yesterday and seized it
from the hands of fellaw workgrs and
students. 3% . &,

Nearly 1,000 riot police were sent
into the Anyang Hospital in the opera-
tion to seize the body of Park Chang-
su, head of the Hanjin Heavy Indus-
tries labor union who allegedly jumped
to his death in an anti-government pro-
test Monday.

Two forensic doctors of the National
Institute of Scientific Investigation con-

ducted an autopsy on his body for -

about an hour in the presence of two

Anyang Hospital doctors but the re-

sults are not immediately available.

Several attempts in the morning by
police had failed in the face of strong
resistance by about 200 workers and
students guarding the body.

At 12:50 p.m. plainclothesmen smash-

ed through a rear wall of the mortuary
to evade them and managed to take the
body. - ;
. Police apprehended about 30 union-
ists but failed to take six family mem-
bers as workers strongly resisted
them. )

Choi Chi-hun, a 22-year-old worker,

had an artery cut and fell unconscious
h11e_ over 10 workers and riot police
ustained injuries in the course of the
olice operation. .
_Thi_a Suwon District Prosecutor's Of-
ice investigating the death ordered
he seizure of the body for a post-
tortem examination to figure out the
xact cause of death.

K

R P

Korea Times

Police haggle with family members of Park Chang .su dead lab
P ' ; ; -su, or leader of
Hanjin Heavy Industries, while trying to scize his body at the morgue of An-

yang Hospital Tuesday.

_ Park’s fellow unionists raised doubts
about the cause of death because the
union leader had been confined to the
hospital.

Park, charged with violating labor
laws, was transferred to the hospital
last Saturday from Seoul Prison in

?'qill.i. near Seoul after suffering head
injuries requiring 16 stitches in a soc-
‘cer game.

He was found dead at the foot of the
hospital building 10 minutes after he
asked to go to the bathroom. His family
had been fast asleep in the ward.
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Police Quell Violent Rallies Nationwide

Collegian’s Body Laid to Rest
er Fatal Beating

23 Days Af

The bedy of a Scoul collegian
was laid to rest at the May 18
Cemetery in Kwangju enrly this
morning, 23 days after he was [a-
tally heaten by police during a
demonstration,

Myongl  Universily studenl Kang
Kyong-dae, 20, was initinlly scheduled
1o he buried yesterday to coincide with
the 1ith anniversary of the bloody
Kwangju eivil uprising. i

The funeral for the Myongil econd-,’
mics freshman highlighted three weeks
of violent anti- govermiment prolests

and was made possible through an ele- .

venth hour agrecment on the sile for a
road ritual as day-long prolesis grip-
ped the nation.

Over 200,000 students, union workers,
dissidents and farmers look their pro-
losts lo Lhe streels in 44 cities and
countics, L-iggering whal was describ-
ed as the mosl massive and violent
anti-gever umenl demonstrations since
President Roh Tae-woo took office in
early 1988 d :

Afler -vaging ' successive *' street
batlles with police, Lhe organizers of
Kang's funeral submitted to an earlier
potice projosal lo hold a road ritual in

Kongdok- dong, Mapo-gu instead of the -

Secoul Ralway Slation plaza, thus
clearing th: way for Lhe dead student lo
be burled. .

The 10,000-strong funcral procession
departed from Yonsel Universily yes-
terday morning and held a brief cor-
emony in Shinchon before heading lo-
ward the Seoul slation plaza for the
sireet ritunl against a government ban.

Mourners mel with stilf resistance
from leargas-firing police as they
reached the Tachyon Pass not far from
Shinchon and engaged in fierce
clashes for over three hours before ac
cepling Lthe proposal Lo slage Lhe ritual
in Kongdok-dong.

The emolions of mourners were
heightened when they heard the news
of a woman jumping to her death from
a railroad bridge along Lhe path of the
procession afler sclling hersell on fire.
Adigh schooler aiso commilted self-im-
molation at arcuffd the same time in
Posang, south of Kwangju and was lsl-
ed In critical condition. )

The procession lefl for his alma
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rest early Sunday morning

];Ijl' their re;pe:il to the me-
lice in a dcinonstration,

ity student Kang Kyswmg-dac ina
ong, Mape-gu before Lhe corlege
Kang's bod;' was laid to

. Over 25000 mourngrs
. mories of Myongjl Univers
street ritual in Kongdok-d
lefl for Kwangju Saturday evening

mater of Whimun High
ern Seoul alter U
road cercmony al
allendance” of 25000 mo
then look the expressway
burial. They arrived in Kwang:
dnight and the burial

continued to wage violenl battles with
combat lroops in downtown Seoul in-
cludirg Toegye-ro and Myongdong
deep ‘nto Lhe night. 1
As midnight approac
of denonstralors were seen gathering
near |he Myongdong Cathedral.
. Elsnwhere, rallies calling for greater
* demorratic reform and the resignation
of Lhe Roh administration were staged
123,000 demonstralors in Kwangu,
Pusan and tens of thousands in
ties including Tacgu,

630 p.m. amid the

's funeral was held Jast
d ritua! at the Seoul
foiled by a massive
of police treops. The fune-
deliberately put it off to
yesterday leo coincide

Tuesday but a rod

lo\n'r'\g Kang's death
from police bealing A

ry.
the departure of Kang's
goveriment Eroups

body, student and dissident protesters

Mo

e

“
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their forces to press for the ouster
the, current regime.

Instigated by Lhe dissident Chonn
hyop, or Lhe National Council of Lal
Unions, over 400,000 union work
were estimaled logoon 2 one-day gel
eral sirike yeslerday against the
vice of industrial leaders.

A tally by the Labor Ministry 1
last night, however, revealed thal onl
2.000-0dd workers had staged an Il
gal walkout.

Over 50000 riol polize, includis
22,000 around the capit:] area alo
were deployed nationwile yesle
to effectively subdue any surge of ¥
lence.

.23 days after he was fatally beat- |

Korea Herald

Acting Prime Minister Chung Won-shik, second fi

e Mi ; rom left, atta
Hnnkulf University of Foreign Studies with flour and eggs while gic:‘l:: :' ylccs:uu:: n:s“l:f
university at around 7 p.m., walks out of the university building escorted by his.:lide:

who were similarly molested yesterday.

Premier Chung humiliated by
students after lecture at HUFS

.About 200 activist students attacked
with eggs and flour Prime Minister-desig-
nate Chung Won-shik yesterday evening
at Hankook University of Foreign Studies
in northeastern Seoul. He suffered no se-
rious injuries, however, his aides said.

The students surrounded Chung, 62,
chanting antigovernemnt slogans when he
came out of the classroom after a lecture,
according to witnesses. Chung assumed
the premiership last Monday.

Chung, helped by his aides and some
graduate school students, escaped to a
nearby classroom, but the students broke
into the room and assaulted him with eggs
and flour, they said.

The students took Chung out to the
plgygroqnd and kicked and doused the
prime minister with wheat flour as he was
led toward the school’s main gate, they
said. Aides rescued Chung and left the
school by taxi.

Chunp was contracted to lecture 1o

took the lead in firing 1,500 teachers when
he was education minister in 1989. The
tcaf:hers were organizing a teachers’ union
which was banned by the government.

After arrival at his official residence at
Samchong-dong around 8 p.m., Chung
expressed bitter grief, saying, “Today's
incident was due to the students’ mis-
understanding of me,” Kang Yong-shik,
chief secretary to Chung, told reporters.

_ Police immediately launched an inves-
tigation and were examining students to
find those who participated in the assault.
They said those involved in the violence
would be sternly punished.

Police suspect that the incident might
not have happened by chance but had
been planned by the activist students.

President Roh Tae-woo made a phone
call to Education Minister Yoon Hyoung-
sup later in the night and ordered a “thor-
ough” investigation into the “deplorable”
incident, a presidential spokesman said.
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Dissident caught fleeing cathedral

as police raid becomes imminent

Last-minute negotiations are under way
among Myongdong Cathedral authorities,
dissident leaders and police to prevent the
“imminent” police raid of the cathedral to
arrest wanted dissidents who have long
sought refuge there.

One of the dissident leaders was caught
by police early yesterday morning when
he tried to sneak out
of the cathedral,
which was block-
aded by thousands
of policemen.

Hyun Chu-ok,
36, acting chairman
of the dissident
labor group, Chon-
nohyop, was caught
scaling down a
building adjacent to
the cathedral. e

Hyun of the Korea Trade Union Con-

gress said at a press conference Thursday
that he and two other dissident leaders,
including Han Sang-yol, cochairman of
the “pannational committee to end the
security-oriented politics,” and Lee Su-
ho, head of the executive committee,
would stage an indefinite hunger strike to
protest against the police attempt to arrest
dissident leaders. ;

Hyun said to police that he wanted to
conclude the ongoing wage struggle led by
Chonnohyop by seeking a safe refuge
other than the cathedral, which is cor-
doned by police forces.

The law enforcement authorities, in the
meantime, are seriously considering
allowing police forces into the cathedral
after the June 15 deadline set by the
cathedral authorities for the voluntary
surrender of dissident figure Kang Ki-
hun. Kang is being sought for allegedly
writing the suicide note of his colleague
Kim Ki-sol.

The police stepped up measures to
strengthen a blockade of the cathedral af-
ter Hyun's attempted escape.

Two senior officials of Myongdong
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Cathedral, including senior priest Kyong
Kap-shil and lawyer Kang Su-bin. called
on the Prosecutor General Jeong Ku-
yeong yesterday, requesting a fair inves-
tigation into the case of Kang Ki-hun who
is charged with aiding and abetting the
suicide of his colleague dissident Kim Ki-
sol.

They also delivered to the prosecutor
general a letter under the name of Choi
Yong-nok, chairman of the Catholic Com-
mittee for Justice and Peace.

In the letter, Father Choi also urged the
prosecution to conduct a fair investigation
into Kang’s case, adding that Kang and So
Jun-shik, also involved in the case, have
expressed their willingness to voluntarily
report to the prosecution.

Dissident leaders staging a hunger
strike in the cathedral's Culture Hall re-

quested cathedral authorities to arrange a
meeting with Stephen Cardinal Kim Sou-
hwan to come up with measures to solve
the situation.

They said that they would ask Cardinal
Stephen to stop the police from storming
the cathedral until Kang. who seems to be
inclined to surrender, makes up his mind
to do so.

The cathedral authorities, however,
were negative to the dissidents’ request,
saying that Cardinal Stephen would be
forced to shoulder a political burden if he
meets with Kang, for whom an arrest war-
rant has already been issued by the court.

The cathedral authorities are striving to
mediate between the police and the dissi-
dents, fearing that police storming of the
cathedral will have unfavorable results in
the long run both to law enforcement au-
thorities and dissidents.

Thousands of union members of the Seoul Metropolitan Subway Corp. heldarallyina
show of consolidation in the yard of the corporation’s train depot in Kunja-dong,
eastern Seoul, last night. Meanwhile representatives of the union and management sit
across the table at an office room of the depot in a last-minute effort to avert the union’s
threatened strike beginning today.

Subway strike threatened today

4.6 million Seoul citizens may be inconvenienced

_ Union members of the Seoul Metropo-
litan Subway Corp. are to go on a strike
beginning 4 a.m. today. Seoul citizens are
to experience extreme traffic difficulties
which are already aggravated by a week-
long strike by some cabbies.
The announced strike of the Seoul sub-
way trade union members would be illeg-
?I. however, as they ignored the 15-day
‘cooling-off period,” and arrests of some
union leaders would be inevitable,
according to Seoul City government offi-
cials.
To tackle the announced strike, the city
overnment said yesterday it would put to
se various kinds of buses, private or offi-
al, beginning today for commuters, and
ntroduce the differentiation of office
tiendance hours beginning today.

On the average, 4.6 million citizens in
oul use the subway lines daily, and the
dded buses would not be sufficient to
ransport them.
City officials said that 185 non-unionist

T

Korea Herald
Amid reports of imminent police storming of Myongdong Cathedral to arrest some
dissident figures, riot police troopers tighten security around the cathedral in down-
town Seoul yesterday.

engine drivers would be mobilized to
operate the Seoul subway, but expressed
concerns that the number is not sufficient

_They were concerned that Seoul
citizens might experience “the worst traf-
fic hell.”

The subway unionists huve demanded
an 18-percent pay hike and release of their
arrested colleagues, while the subway
management suggested a 6-percent wage
increase.

Since May 15, the two sides have had 9
rounds of collective bargaining, but failed
to reach any agreement.

In a vote last Friday, the trade unionists
decided to go on a strike beginning today
unless their demands were met by
yesterday.

On Sunday, the subway management
z.ndl union leaders held 12 hours of nego-
tiations to no avail.

The Central Labor Committee, howev-
er, told the subway trade union to suspend
any collective action till July 2, or have a

_IS--.II.xy cooling-off period. But the union-
ists ignored at.

A union spokesman said that “'the strike
would be inevitable unless the manage-
ment comes out with a new suggestion
regarding our demands.”

“The management knows well how to
avoid the strike,” he said.

During an illegal strike in March 1989,
several union leaders of the subway were
arrested and demonstrating unionists
were forcibly dispersed by police.

Citizens, reminded of the ““traffic hell"
at that time, urged the unionists to abide
by the cooling-off period, during which
the Central Labor Committee of the
Ministry of Labor Affairs could arbitrate
the dispute.

City officials asked the drivers to pick
up commuters to help ease the expected
traffic problem.

The Seoul taxi cabbies are on the strike
for the seventh day yesterday, calling fora
10.5 percent pay raise.
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Yonhap

Radical students hurl firebombs at the U.S. Cultural Center 15::'0 the so::gwbe:m
provincial capital of Kwangju early yesterday morning. Abt:e“:n brieﬂymoccupied oo
with riot troopers outside the cultural center and several of

U.S. facilities.

Students attack Kwangju USIS

to protest Roh

Police fired 20 blunk shots and volleys
of tear gas to disperse 400 students shout-
ing anti-American slogans and hurling
firebombs near the U.S. Cultural Center
in Kwangju at dawn yesterday.

During the 20-minute battle with police
in front of the U.S. building, the students
yelled: “Go home Americans pushing
U.S. agricultural and fishery products into
our markets” and *no visit by President
Roh to the United States.” )

The firebombs destroyed a police
motorcycle and a signboard on a police
substation, but fell short of the U.S. build-
ing. Police arrested five students on the
scene.

Most of the protesters were students
from Chonnam National University and

Chosun University in Kwangju and mem-
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’s U.S. visit

bers of the radical federation of southern
student council, police said.

At the time of attack, there were no
employees in the building. _

Many riot troopers on guard were in-
jured and 10 of them are .l‘l:‘ll hospital with
serious injuries, police said.

A stateincnt by the U.S. Embassy cal-
led the attack a riot and said that while no
damage had been done to the cultural cen-
ter, the Kwangju Women’s Center which
shares the building was affected,

“ Although the rioters managed to force
their way into the women’s center, the
portion of the building housing the Amer-
ican center was not entered and suffered
no damage. No American center em-

.ployees were in the building at the time,”

the statement said.

Chapter 3. Large-Unit Local Council Election and Political Disarray

1. Analysis and Assessment of the Large-Unit Local Council
Election

The overwhelming landslide victory by the ruling regime in the
large-unit local council election (election of local councils of large
cities and provinces) was a huge shock. Even though many people were
worried about the limitations of local self-government after seeing
the results of the earlier basic-unit local council election (election
of local councils of small cities and districts), they had still hoped
that perhaps the result of this election would be different., After
witnessing the grand uprising of the people during May and June,
people expected this election to become the "people’s judgement” on
the 3-party regime. The result, however, was totally the opposite,
Like the basic-unit election, the characteristics of the large unit
election can be said to be the low voter turnout, the much greater
margin of victory for the ruling regime than expected, and the
devastating opposition defeat. Furthermore, most of the candidates

from the democratic circle, in whom people had high hopes, lost the
election,

1) Poor Voter Turnout

It was shocking to see such a low voter turnout. The greatest reason
for the low voter turnout in the earlier basic-unit election was the
Korean people's low level of understanding of local self-government
politics, Furthermore, even for persons who were familiar with party
politics, it was very difficult to vote for candidates because none of
them were allowed to be outwardly affiliated with any major political
party. The prohibition against identification of a candidate's party
was a very effective tactic of the regime in this election,
many expected the voter turnout

However,
in this large-unit election to be
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close to that of past General Assembly elections, and in several
Gallup polls before the election, it was predicted that the voter
turnout would be around 70%. The actual voter turnout, however, Wwas
only 58.9%, a slight increase of 3.9% over that of the basic-unit
election. This proportion of 58.9% voter turnout was 20-30% lower
than that of the 1988 general election and the 1987 presidential
election. It was also 8% lower than the 67.4% voter turnout for the

municipal and provincial council elections of 1960.

The characteristic of this large-unit council election was that even
though the voter turnout in the cities was lower than in the
countryside, there was a rise in voter turnout in the cities compared
to the basic-unit election.  The regions of Taejon (10.1%), Seoul
(9.4%), Inchon (9.2%), Pusan (7.7%), Taegu (6.4), and Kwangju (3.6)
showed an increase while provincial regions such as Cholla, Kyongsang,
North Chungchong, and Kangwon showed a declining voter turnout. The
reason for this was the heavy involvement of the parties in the
election, which intensified the competition and heightened the
interest in the election, especially in big cities.

What needs to be paid close attention to here is that there was a
higher increase in the voter turnout in Taejon, Seoul, and Inchon area
than in Pusan, Taegu, and especially Kwangju. What was the reason for
this? The reason was that in Seoul, Inchon and Taejon, there was a
high level of competition between parties, but in other regions, the
voters' indifference and non-voting tendency deepened due to the show
of overwhelming superiority by one party over the others with the
ruling regime holding strong in Pusan and Taegu while Kim Dae-Jung's

party held power in Kwangju. ¥

Generally in the case of advanced nations, voter turnout is low,

4) One of the characteristics of Korean political structure is the
fact that a particular political party has hegemony over a particular
region: the New Democratic Party led by Kim Dae-Jung over Cholla
Province, Kim Young-Sam's faction in the Democratic Liberal party over
Pusan, the ruling faction in the DLP over North Kyungsang and Kim
Jong-Pil's faction in the DLP over Chungchong.
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falling below 50% in regional elections. However, not only is this

undesirable but the reasons for such low turnout are very different

from t i
hose in Korea. O0f course, as Korea becomes more and more

capi o i ; ; A
pitalistic, and urbanization and division of labor moré intensified
an: & ;

s in other advanced nations, Korean people’'s sense of community is

= " o . 2
eakened, The main distinction which separates Korea from other

advanced nations, however, is the question of the subject of

politics, In other words, is th
: ; e government demo i
dictatorial? e

is it
Another reason for the low voter turnout was the emergence of the DLP

f =
rom the three-party merger and the show of unreasonableness the

di ; 0 ;
isunion by the opposition parties since then, In the situation where

¢ . o g ;

:e ruling regime's candidates unexpectedly win the election even
though the citizens voted for the opposition parties, not only do
people become perplexed but they come to lose of the meaning of

voting.
g Furthermore, people who have considered the opposition

paftles.as the alternative to the ruling regime, can no longer have
faith in them due to their disunity and

; in fighti
interests, ighting for party

! ot Be?ause of the corruption of both the ruling and the
pp?sxtfon parties, clearly shown during the Suso scandal, and the
nomination process for the large-unit council election, people became

the I‘u] n i iti

A
nother reason for the low voter turnout was that the younger-

generation voters showed a high degree of distrust in politics and

rather large-scale rejection of the voting process : e
results of absentee voting and normal -
generation, most of them voted for
strong desires for change, but the
generation was only 30% compared

As seen 'in the
voting by the younger
the opposition parties and held
voter turnout among the younger

to a 37% turnout durin
. ] - - 3 g the
basic-unit election, The1r rejection of the voting is said to be one

of t i
he reasons for the decrease in the overall voter turnout and the

vict i i
ory for the ruling regime. Even though the younger generation's

:espinsxbzllty for the low voter turnout cannot be overlooked the
rut :
was that there were not many candidates or political parties
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which attracted the younger generation's interest in this election,

2)The Ruling Party's Overwhelming Victory and the Opposition’s Defeat

(DLP from here on) was victorious in 313

The Democratic Liberal Party
fact that the combined vote for

electoral districts in spite of the
the 2 opposition parties was greater than the regime’'s. The ruling

regime gained 564 seats, surpassing its expectation of 550 seats, the
New Democratic Party (NDP from here on) won 165, in spite of expecting
to win 260, and the Democratic Party (DP from here on) took 21 seats.

The reason for the regime’'s overwhelming victory in the large-unit
council election was that, unlike the general election, this one was
mosphere of "electing those who work for the good
of the locality.” The election result can be seen as a natural
outcome of the regime's enormous political fund and its ability to
influence the wealthy people in the localities, The scattered votes
received by the opposition party due to its disintegration is another
reason for the DLP's victory. The way the May-June struggle ended

with the Prime Minister's incident and the accusation of alleged
m Ki-Sol also contributed to the

carried out in an at

forgery of the suicide note left by Ki
It must also be recognized that the regime's offensive,

DLP victory.
centered around the various

using the theme of "political stability”

violent incidents, also influenced the outcome of the election,

The result of the large-unit council election can be summarized by the

following analysis:

Firstly, the ruling regime received substantially more votes than the

opposition parties in terms of total votes. The 40.6% vote for the

regime was higher than the votes received by the 3 opposition parties
Furthermore, the fact that the main opposition party,

put together.
Honam region further

NDP, received most of its support from the
strengthens the regime's dominance over the rest of the regions. The

belief that the only reason the regime had won previous elections was

due to the split of the opposition parties was repudiated, In other
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:g;di;ﬂj::: :;'i::e opiositi?n parties had merged for this election,
e regionill would still have won. Looking at the election
sl resion: gz;n:::S ;Zjugh the DLP's 41% could not have beaten
s we i
comp%etely dominated the other e:egi};is.NDPE::: i?lphi:hosedm' the ol
trad1?i?nal oppesition party stronghold, and despiten' i:réglon .
opp051t1?n candidate, DLP received 41% of the votes whilee:;efing e
DLP candidates who entered the election were elected. In éusa:f E::

DL i
P claimed as many as 98% of the seats with only 47% of the vote

Se 's i
st::zii:;n;:e NT: s image as a regional (Cholla province) party was
i i;rt the IDP was further reduced to a small and
: : y? n view of the fact that the ruling regi
gjiz;dz:or::ti:;j? in every region except the Honam region (;iut:ggzz
haalher S gr0w1nci;). it is ass?med that the regional disparity and
e ] otH 1nce.tbe beginning, it had been the plan of the
aht e ir opposition parties, such as the DP, in order to
e e ti group (TK refers to the Taegu and North Kyongsang
reston hich N;P be stronghold of Roh), but as a result of the
inSistEd,that : ecame totally isolated. Until then, the NDP had
— ";LOZTS n:: a r?giotél party and that it had been highly
Setosind er i DL; E e capital”. But the party was overwhelmingly
in the election, even in Seoul. This result

indicates that the NDP i
may, indeed, not be
except in the Honam region. supported strongly anywhere

The DP i
, Wwhich had expected to win in Pusan and South Kyongsang

r:::;:czfl?tzlzziezi Kli Young-Sam, was also defeated by the DLP. As a

el ks par; the D? can no longer claim its position as "the

oo 1§ c)ytouts1.de of the Honam region,” and is even in

e T it B ;il ut of its nu?ber two opposition position, The

o :.managed to win one seat with 25.1% of the votes,

on tous é 1rect?d.most of its energy toward proving itself
y stantial opposition party, greatly shocked the party

Thirdl
y. almost all the democratic candidates from the Minjung Party

Kukml“ YO“hap a“d C Zen O} da! ty COUH .
- ltl S S 1 1 Cll were dEfEated KUkMIH
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Yonhap at first had planned to' enter the large-unit election, but

because of the May Grand Struggle, it could not find any room to
maneuver, Furthermore, when the National Council formally rejected

the election, the democratic candidates could not receive enough

support to win the election,

The Minjung Party managed to get one winner out of 42 candidates.
From the 80 candidates from Chonnohycp, Chonnong, and Chonkyojo,

member organizations of Kukmin Yonhap, only 8 were elected. The

Citizen's Solidarity Council, which had drawn the concern of the
people as a new stream of citizen's movement, entered 15 candidates
but none of them was elected. This poor showing by the democratic
candidates reveals how high the wall is surrounding the political
world, and proves that without constant political activities, no group

can draw the concern of the people during the election period.

It should be noted that the advancement of the democratic groups in
the political field is still insignificant even though some

improvements have been made.

2. Restart of Discussion on Unification of the
Opposition Parties and Continued Political Struggle

Since the emergence of the DLP through the merger of 3 parties and the
speedy forced passage of undemocratic laws, there have been efforts to
unify the opposition parties. This effort, however, failed because
the activity to unify the opposition parties was an instrument of the
two main opposition parties to strengthen their own positions. With

the result of the recent large-unit council election, talk of an
This time, however, the

opposition merger has been raised again.
t and vital for

unification of the two opposition parties is most urgen
both of them, This is because it has been proven that the divided

opposition parties can no longer get the support of the mass and can
no longer be accepted as the political alternative to the ruling

regime for democratization.
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Even tho
ugh there have been no further developments in the opposition

unification discussions, these will probably continue due to the

o . i
ritical importance of this issue to the opposition parties. It h
especia j ; -
Jo? : l::. become the major task for those democratic people who have
ine e NDP They are
‘ compelled to devel ifi i
) . . op the unification
ussions more concretely with various strategic prospectuses and b
n Yy

Ev?n th?ugh unification among the opposition parties is vital f

;:1?dp01nt on, hurried unification should be prevented becau:e t;:T

ba:gain?nly lead to quick disbandment. Merger through political
ing among a few leaders who lack a substantial foundati

mass power should also be avoided. In other words, the opp;SZizi

unification should be ba
sed on the i :
féiices. sower: inclusion of all the democratic

Conse

. quentl¥, the results of the large-unit council election may once
again revive the debate on constitutional
establishing a parliamentary cabinet system

revision towards

This issue i i
X : is said ha
Jetlan ?::ught up during the meeting of Roh Tae-Woo and Kim Dae Jung N
g i - on
prozle ) f The DL? will try to use the cabinet system to solve its
m of selecting the next presidential candidate, while the NDP is

said to be considerin
g use of the cabinet system t i i
s SR ot ans y o overcome its image

Due to th jori :
e majority of the people’s belief in the presidential system

talk about cabinet s
ystem has temporarily been
i suspended, but i
every possibility that the issue will iy

. reeme -
bargaining between the DLP and NDP. She SEpad S st

In additi i

) :helgizn to all this, the struggle between the different factions

g ho»er who will be the next presidential hopeful continues
ough the fighting seems to have eased off after the Hoh—Ki;

Young-Sam i i i
| i meeting, there is a high probability that the internal
spute in the DLP will lead to a serious problem
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Seoul

Kim Young-sam. the ruling DLP executive chairman, is all smiles

yesterday as his party won a sweeping
victory in Thursday's local elections (left). Kim Dae-jung (center), president of the main opposition NDP,
appears depressed as his party experienced a stunning defeat while dispirited Lee Ki-tack, president of the
splinter DP, rests at his home after his party ended up with only 21 seats,
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51 seats up for grabs in Pusan,
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Officials results showed that the gov-
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The main opposition New Democratic
Party and the splinter Democratic Party,
both stung by a stunning defeat in Thurs-
day’s local council elections, are expected
to make fresh attempts to merge with
opposition forces.

In a statement, the NDP led by Kim
Dae-jung said it would “humbly” take on
its election defeat.

““At the same time, we will be armed
with a strong determination, and push for
a reorganization and unification of
opposition forces for the coming elec-
tions.”

The parliamentary elections are to be
heldin late January or early February next
year and the presidential election is ex-
pected in late 1992. President Roh Tae-
woo's single five-year term winds up in
February 1993.

Also, mayoral and gubernatorial elec-
tions will be held sometime next year as
the rival parties earlier agreed.

Chang Suk-hwa, DP spokesman, saidin
a statement that the election results were
certainly a “judgement on division in the
opposition ranks and manifestation of
popular distrust of all the political circles
that have failed to present a clean-cut pic-
ture for democratization.”

“We will make all-out efforts to create a
unified responsible opposition party,"”
Chang added.

The NDP and DP last year unsuccess-
lly attempted to merge with each other.

“Some liberal-minded lawmakers of

both parties had actively called for unity of
opposition forces.

Individual lawmakers of the two parties
also emphasized the necessity of unity in
the opposition ranks yesterday.

Chyung Dai-chul, a liberal legislator of
the NDP, said, “It scems urgent that all
opposition forces as well as the NDP and
DP should be restructured into a single,
powerful force.”

For this purpose, Rep. Chyung, who is
from Seoul's Chung-gu constituency, said
he wants to meet with liberal lawmakers of
both parties soon. £

Park Chan-jong, a vice president of the
DP, told reporters that the latest elections
reaffirmed that the NDP is a “regional
party,” and it also turned out that his party
is not the group which could present non-

Cholla areas.

He said opposition parties need unity
and changes in their leadership as well.

Lee Pu-yong, a vice president of the
minor opposition DP, said all opposition
forces have littlé option but forge unity to
cope with the ruling party's ‘‘giant orga-

nization and money power” in the next
national elections.

Many vocal lawmakers of the NDP and
DP are likely to call on Kim Dae-jung and
Lee Ki-taek, president of the minor
opposition party, to quit their current
posts, political observers said.
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Chapter 4. A New Union of Opposition Party
and The coming General Election

1. A New Union of Opposition Party
and Conflict Between The Ruling and Opposition Party

The New Democratic Party (NDP, Kim Dae-Jung's new party) and Party for
Unification and Democracy (PUD, remnant of Kim Young-Sam's party)
finally accomplished a new union of the opposition side, The newly
formed opposition party, under the name of Democratic Party (DP), has
given rise to the expectation of a democratic change in power and has
also added new dynamism to the democratization movement circles,

Recently there has been the continuous rumor that the opposition side
might compromise with the ruling party to revise the constitution into
a cabinet system and that this agreement might be reached during Kim
Dae-Jung's trip with Roh Tae-Woo to the U.N. General Assembly. The
opposition union, however, has cleared away all such rumors and has
showed signs of an epoch-making turning point for the unity of the

democratization movement,

The newly united DP has revealed determination by protesting the
insincerity of the government and the ruling party at the National
Assembly session in regard to the administrative investigation of the
Hanbo Scandal. By completely rejecting the administrative
investigation, the DP initiated its own investigation of the

wrong-doings of the ruling regime.

Even though the result of the separate investigation was not as
revealing as hoped due to the regime's action to push forth its own
investigation, the DP's actions were, nevertheless, meaningful and
significant in that these actions showed the possibility of the

reappearance of a strong oppesition party,
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In spite of such a drastic transformation within the democratic
circle, the ruling regime has not let up on its hard-handed rule. The
accidental death of Mr. Han Kook-Won, a doctoral student at Seoul
National University, who was killed by a bullet fired by;a policeman

as he was walking past a demonstration site, is just one example,

The above case is just one of many weapons-related accidents by the
police which have occurred continuously since the regime's
proclamation of the 'War Against Crime' last year. The politically
disputed point of this accident was that the policeman aimed directly
at the demonstrators and that the victim was just a passer-by.
Despite the seriousness of the incident, all the ruling regime could
do was to criticize the danger of the molotov cocktail demonstrations
without showing any indication of apology or remorse.

In addition to using physical countermeasures, the regime has tried to
check the Korean people's aspiration for true democratization through
the use of various tactics. For example, the regime revealed its
intention to postpone the election of the local administrative unit
chiefs which it had promised to hold before next spring. In the
general and presidential elections, the local administrative unit
chiefs, who have all been appointed rather then elected up to now,
have played an effective role as tools of the regime, If they are
freely elected by the people, they can no longer play that role in the
next election. The ruling regime, therefore, is trying to postpone
the unit chiefs election as long as possible, thus buying time, By
this delay, the regime is trying to break the united activities of the
democratization movement while settling its party's unstable inner
situation which has appeared due to a serious power game between
several factions regarding the issue of who will succeed Roh Tae-Woo.

The political detainee in prisons across the country have entered
into hunger strikes to demand the abolition of all the undemocratic
laws, including the National Security Law. They have grown
disillusioned, seeing no positive outcome from the National Assembly's
action to revise or abolish the undemocratic laws, but rather the
passing of worse laws,
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The fact that the total number of detainee as of July 13, 1991, was

1,630, among them 550 laborers (Activity News KNCC, Sept. 1991),
clearly reveals how undemocratic and anti-human rights the 6th

Republic is,

in spite of the planned union of the democratization

Briefly speaking,
and the crisis in

movement circles, including the opposition parties,
the ideological aggression and physical

Eastern Europe and U.S.S.R.,
ic during September and October did not

suppression by the 6th Republ
let up and still influenced the political situation.

It is crucial that the democratization movement become more tightly
united in the face of the coming elections, especially as the mass

people become more and more indifferent toward politics.

2. The Trends of Political Groups Heading into the General Election

1) Toward the General Election

Heading into the General Election, inner conflicts surrounding who
would hold power next, plagued the ruling party. Kim Yong-Sam's
faction and two others in the party engaged in a bitter tug-of-war
over the time schedule and the selection of the next presidential
candidate. Kim's group insisted that Roh Tae-Woo  nominate Kim
Young-Sam as the next presidential candidate before the general

election, The other two factions(Roh and Kim Jong-Pil) responded to

this insistence with scorn.

The Blue House and the two ruling party factions have tried to
diminish the power of Kim's group, and through a win in the coming
election, they aim to achieve their desired goal of

general
of the current system into a parliamentary

constitutional revision
cabinet system in order for them to firmly grasp the political power

for the long term,

Against the attitude of confidence shown by the other two factions,
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the Kim faction, whose true intention in the political marriage was to
make him the next president, has felt the increased pressure
Recently, the faction has come into full-scale confrontation with th;
other two by strengthening its own unity through a signature campai

pledging to share the same political destiny with Kim Young—Samp l?:

was also reported in the press that Kim's faction threatened to break
away from the ruling party,

The newly formed United Democratic Party is struggling to recover its
lost credibility in order to win in the next election. The party has

been under pressure to
completely change its character
a
structure, S

On November 18, the core leaders of the Minjung Party met with Roh
Tae-Woo for political negotiations. Due to the view that the Minj

Party does not have the ability to win even a single seat in the :::f
election, which would lead to the dissolution of the party, this move
appears as a desperate measure taken by the party which had.up to then
demanded the withdrawal of the Roh regime. The people, however, view
that the party might be trapped by the regime’'s tactic to diviée the

democratization movement
group, because of the timing and the
meeting was held, : e e

Neari ,
earing the general parliamentary election, the movements of various

political groups have appeared. Already-retired politicians have
re?enFered the political scene and the forces the 5th Republic are
stirring again. The owners of the biggest companies have also

?1:guised themselves as politicians, In addition, some leaders of the
abour movement, who have opposed the political line of the Minjung
Party, have tried to organize a laborers’ party

2) Illegalities in the Sessions of the 13th National Assembly

Agéin'at the last regular session of the 13th National Assembly, the
maJOTlty ruling party repeated its illegal administration of the
session. On November 10 the regime irregularly passed numerous laws

& : ; ;
hat were in dispute, by excluding the opposition party lawmakers from
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the vote. The laws that were passed illegally included the
Comprehensive Law on the Wire System of Broadcasting, Special Law for
the Development of Cheju Island, and a law to foster the organization
of the Campaign for right Living. The Broadcast Law is intended to
control the mass media more closely and completely. The Special Law
for Cheju Island is only in the interests of the biggest capitalists
and against the interests of the island residents. Through this law,
the regime is said to be aiming to gather underground funds from the
profiteers for the next election. The regime is also suspected of
organizing pro-government organizations or legally fostering existing
ones for the next election through the Campaign for Right Living Law.

3. Tax Evasion Case of the Hyundai Group

The 6th Republic’s absurdities where not limited just to the political
arena but reached the economic arena as well. On September 9, the Tax
Administration Office started a tax investigation of Chong Ju-Yong,
the owner of Hyundai Group, the biggest enterprise in Korea, and his
family members for alleged illegal donation of stocks and division of
wealth, The news of the investigation was, indeed, sensational
because nobody imagined that the Hyundai Group could be in discord
with the dictatorial regime.

The Korean people should be happy to see that even an economic monster
such as Hyundai can become the object of an investigation. However,
there can be no rejoicing when they realize that the Hyundai incident

occurred for political reasons and not for economic ones,

It became necessary for the ruling regime to tighten its reign on the
financial area to procure political funds in order to effectively
prepare for the next election, and the Hyundai Group became a
convenient scapegeoat for that purpose. Chung Ju-Yong is said to have
offended Roh Tae-Woo and his T.K, sect in the ruling regime by
providing Kim Young-Sam with political money and by outspokenly
criticizing the regime's economic policies, Chung was reported to
have insisted that the people from the economic circle, including
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himself, should enter the political circle in order to defend their
interests against the Roh regime.

The irony of the Hyundai case is that the ruling regime is illegally
collecting political funds while at the same time it is blocking the
opposition parties from collecting even legal political money

The Seoul Regional Tax Office announced its decision to force the
payment of a 136.1 billion won penalty by 9 members of the Chung
Ju-Young family, the owner of the Hyundai Group, and 14 subsidiary
companies of the Group for tax evasion, The announcement created a
great sensation among the people, who know the very close political
relationship between the regime and Korea's biggest conglomerate,

There are two ways to view this incident,

One view is of the high-handed tactic of the regime to gather
political money by threatening the big companies. During the 30 years
of close collusion with the political power, the strength of the big
industries has grown enough not to be easily influenced by the
political power., Especially in the case of the 6th Republic, many of
the big industries have stood against its economic policies and have
protested against the harsh regulation of their investments in real
estate, Therefore, the 6th Republic probably needed to seize the
bridle of the big companies once again in order to make them disgorge
the illegal money, and Hyundai Group was just caught as a scapegoat.

The other view of this incident is as a case of political retaliation

Chung Ju-Young was reported to have strongly criticized the economi;
policies of the regime, including the plans for construction of 2
million houses and Heigh Speed Electric Railway from Seoul to Pusan

Chung has also tried to organize a political party among the financiai
groups. As a result, the Hyundai Group is said to have become a
victim of punishment for treachery.

The main point of contention in the Hyundai case is, of course, why

this huge case of tax evasion was only able to be revealed now and in
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te
this manner This case, nonetheless, clearly revealed the absolu

; i itici against
power of the big companies and 'has raised severe criticisms ag

the huge corporations once again,

i i If the
The Hyundai case, however, is only the tip of the iceberg, e
ruling regime is to clear itself of the suspicion that the ¢

i itical
t of its plot to gather illegal money, or its poli f
et t out all of the illegalities and wrong-doings

If this is not done, the Hyundai case will be

retaliation, it must roo

of the big companies. . .
just another aspect of political-economic collusion,

4. Rearrangement of the Democratization Movement

ional
On December 1, The National Alliance for Democracy and Nationa

. :  th
Reunification (National Alliance from this point on) was launched wi

; vl
13 classical organizations, including the Korean Nation

i i rmers
Democratization Movement United (Chonminryon), National Fa

Association (Chonnong), the National of Student Association

; . ; ber
Representatives (Chondaehyop), and 8 regional alliances as its mem

. ; b
organizations In addition to these, the National Council of Latir

: . s ‘
Unions (Chonnohyop) and 5 other regional alliances are set to JOln. ;
National Alliance. In other words, almost all of the classica

slum dwellers, students, teachers, and religious)

(laborers, farmers, 'Chonminryon’

organizations are united into one body. As a reﬁult, i sl
and 'National Association to End the One-Party Dictators :i)d -
Achieve the Minjung's Basic Rights' was dissolved a?d aPsor e ;nas
the National Alliance, as well as other mass organ1?atnon: s:;ning
Chonnohyop, Chonnong, and Chondaehyop, which were hesitant to J

Chonminryon before.

. ; ils
While the National Association consisted of the independent coun?i y
of every member organization, the National Alliance will be a unite

body with a single leadership system.

; . " o
The significance of the launching of the National Alliance is that the

o . con in
democratization movement, which had been divided since the electio
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1987, and once again since the organization of the Minjung Party in
1989, has been united into one.

Still, the differences in a political lines will never bé completely
erased. There has appeared the conservative tendency in the Korean

society since the downfall of U.S.S.R.. In addition to this, the
suppression by the present regime against the democratization movement
has become more tenacious and more crafty. Therefore, the National
Alliance must overcome many difficulties from the start,

On November 12, 4 labour movement organizations, including Chonohyop,
organized the National Laborer Special Committee to take
countermeasures against the regime's ratification of the ILO Basic
Agreement and to demand the revision of labour-related laws.

The Special Committee held a national laborers’

rally on the
embankment of the Han River in Seoul

in commemoration of succeed the
spirit of Chon Tae-Il and to achieve the revision of the undemocratic
labour-related laws,$

The most important issue for the labor movement is,

of course, the
revision of the labour-related laws,

The labour movement side had
demanded the complete revision of the laws along with the entry into

the ILO. The government, however, entered the ILO on December 9

without any law-revision. It suspended the ratification of specific

issues among 172 ILO agreements such as the agreement on freedom of

association and protection of the rights of organization, the

agreement on application of the principle of the right of organization

and the right of collective bargaining, and the agreement on

procedures for decision on employment conditions, and the protection
of the right to organize by workers in public utilities.

The democratization movement has actively joined the farmers' movement

5) Chon Tae-I11 burned himself to death on Nov. 13, 1970, demanding
that companies follows the Labor Standards Law. Then a laborer in a
sewing factory, he became a symbol of the labor movement,
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in protesting the import of rice, which will be decided upon the

conclusion of the Uruguay Round.

Oon November 26, Chonnong held a ‘National Farmers Rally’ to block t?i
import of American rice and to guarantee a fair price for rice as we

as the purchase of the whole quantity of the crop. Over twenty

thousand farmers from across the country attended the rally.

Following the rally, een the pro-government farmers organizations,

notably the Agricultural Co-operatives, developed various campalgns,

ined
including a signature campaign, to protest rice importation and ga

the fully hllpositive response of the people.
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i DP declare merger

Co-led by Klm Dae-_;ung, Leé Ki-tael but elder Kim legal party head .

Lcaders ,of two major opposition par-
ties annouficéd .a merger yestérday.tc
form a unified force ahead of next year's
parliamentary and presidential ‘eléctions.

Kim’Dae-jung, leader of: the largest
opposition: New Democratic*Part)
(NDP), and Lee Ki-taek, president of the
second opposmon Democratic - Part)
(DP), announced the ‘merger at.a"joint
news conference.”

- Two of the DP'$'10 lawmakers said they
will not'join’ the new party,” tentatively
called the Democratlc Party.-

_ However, three lawmakérs who' Jhad
bolted from the NDP, are expocted’ toj join
the mcrged party, party officials said.,

“To'meet the ta"ll of the times for demo-
‘cracy and reforms and to meet the wishes
of ithe" péople, desiring to séé*a unified
oppomuon‘pgrty comprising all demdm:
tic forces,'wé hereby declare the forma-
.tion of a %road-bascd ‘unified‘opposition

’pany " Leé. sa:d' '

"“With the ) mergcr of the ncwparty we
hava formcd a’strong opposition’ pohncal
forcc,‘a giant, Opposmon to the govém:
-ment,” Kim sdid.

Kim and Leewii] cd-lcad the new panf
althougtrthe el"dcr Kim will legally repre:
sént’ lt. -

The néw party will act as’a negotiating
group | in'the Naﬁ'oual Assembly from to-
day”before it is, formally registered with
the’ Central ‘Election Management Com-
mmec Monday.

*Ten seats on the decision- -making sup-
reme council of the new party will be di-
vided between the two groups, and party
posts will be shared among NDP and DP
membefs at the ratio of 6 to 4.~ °

The two parties are the only opposuon’
groups with seats in the 299-membér.
National Assembly. The NDP has 68 seau
and the DP.10, hgainst the ruling Demo=;
cratic Liberal Party (DLP)'s 214 seals'and
sut mdepcndcnls -One seat is empty.”. >
. “We are resolved. to block the pro—
longed rule of the DLP and realize a trans-
fer of political power to a civilian, demd-'
cratic government next year by integrating
the NDP, DP and all democratic forces
into the new party,” said a joint declara-
tion issued by the two parties.

The declaration said the new part}"-
would firmly reject any attempt to revise,
the - Cosntitufion to replace the current;
prcs:dennal form of government with a_
parliamentary cabinet system.

It accused the ruling party of being in<
tent on keeping’its vested rights whilé
aggravating. the ‘gap between:the havu
and have-nots and inflation’ with policy!
failures..

It said the new party would, if it came to
power, force Koreans to use real names m
financial transactions, establish.the con?,
cept that land is public property and revue’
the tax system to prevent wenl(h from'
being monopolized by the few.”

Kim Dae-jung told the press conference
that the ‘unified opposition  party ; -would
serve as a catalyst in easing the rcg;lorna.l
antagonism bred’by. military ‘govern:
ments.

Reglona! conflicts’ have - intensifiedy.
especially betwocn KYQngsang and Choﬂa‘
residents. Kim i$‘a Cholla native and Lee.
is a native of the Kyongsang region.

Kim sad he would never accept consti-
tutional change in favor of a parliamen-
tary form of government led by a prime
minister or the multi-seat parliamentary
electoral system.

Kim said the new party would strive for
a sharp reduction in next year's budget,
reinvestigation of the Suso housing scan-
dal, stable consumer prices and clean elec-
tions during the current three-month
National Assembly session.

In an angry response. to the merger,
Reps. Park Chan-jong who is from Seoul's
Socho district and Kim Kwang-il who is
from Pusan, issued a statement denounc-
ing the merger as an “undemocratic hap-
pening.

They said they will not ]om the new
party, and instead plan to form a “‘genuine
opposition party seeking generational
changes and democratic reforms.

About 20 heads of the DP’s district
chapters in the Kyongsang provinces will
also stay away from the new party, sources
said.

However, Reps. Lee Hai-chan, Lee
Chul-yong and Kim Kil-kon are expcctcd
to join the new party, they said. They have
left the NDP in recent months criticizing
Kim Dae-jung for his * authonlarian" par-
ty operation.
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Hyundai founder refuses
to pay W136 bil. penalty tax

‘Simply doesn’t have the money to pay, will take the case to court’

Hyundai Business Group declared
yesterday that it would not pay the 136.1
billion won (about $180 million) in penalty
taxes levied on it by the government, and
bring the case to court.

Chung Ju-yung, founder and honorary
chairman of the giant business conglomer-
ate, said’ that because Hyundai cannot
consent to the tax authonties’ measure, it
would go to court and follow its final deci-
sion. P
“I regret that Hyundai cannot pay the
tax because we don't have enough
money," Chung told a press conference at
the group headquarter office in downtown
Scoul. He said Hyundai cannot let its sub-
sidiaries go public nor float corporate
bonds immediately. _

Chung's remarks, widely intefpreted as
pronouncinggi::_ head-on confrontation
with the Office of National Tax Adminis-
tration, drew immense interest of business
watchers here. A

In a written statement, also published in

major local daily newspapers, Chung said |

hat the (X impositon o Hydbdai bas
exceeded the boundaries of Iws and prac-’
ﬁm. ") .1‘. o r‘l.:‘l: e .

“We can'i i".mde_rs__tim\i"why the ONTA

applied such excessive and unprecedented
‘tax-levyingfmethods on Hyundai,” he
said. " .
Hyundai has merely disposed of cross-
invested shares among its subsidiaries
.according tgthe new Fair Trade Act which
went into effectin April 1987, Chung said.
“In the pfocess, we fully followed the
laws and regulations and had no intention

of avoiding faxes,” he said. )
Chung’s apnouncement came‘as a re-
sponse to the ONTA's Nov. 1 decision to

evy a record 136.1 billion won in back
es and punitive levies on Chung Ju-
ng, his relatives and the group’s 14 sub-
idiaries for .an alleged tax evasion
ugh illegal stock’transactions. :

- The total tax bill, ‘an all-time high for a
ingle tax charge for false stock transfers,
{breaks into 63.1 billion won in corporate
‘tax, 67 billion won in/income tax and 6
billion won in gift tax.-” 7 °

‘ The ONTA's announcement, which
followed several months of intensive tax
probes into Hyundai, was construed
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fﬂrundn! Group founder Chung
#Ju-yung announces his decision to
.’l:tfnselbe payment of penalty taxes
and take the case to court at a press
conference yesterday. -

among economic watchers here under
several contexts, including the widening
chasm between the thus-far amicable rela-
tion' between the government and large
businesses.. ’ Yl Lt

-In a brief question-and-answer session
after the announcement, Chung made it
clear that Hyundai's tax default can be
regarded as itsdisobedience to-the
ONTA.

“If the cash flow in the group improves,
however, we may pay part of the taxes
later,” he said. et

He said he has yet to decide whether to
first file for a review of the record penalty
tax imposition with the Board of Audit
and Inspection, or with the National Tax
Tribunal under the wing of the Finance
Ministry before going to court.

Asked whether there were “outside
pressure” to drop the tax appeal in the
course of Hyundai’s decision-making,
Chung said he did not know if there were
any on working-level officials.

!

= 0n the question of the possible “politic-
Alimplication," regarding the tax scandal,
Chung snapped, “Direct that question to
‘those in politics.”

P He said Hyundai is ready 10 suffer from:
disadvantages caused by the tax default
but said; I do not think theré will be“an
ddditional pressure and belicve that the

government will handle'it fairly?

i Chung said his group haddutifillly paid

all taxes:in the course of conducting

businesses; and that therefcan.be “no

ethical problem involved in'it.”

§ 1 Hyundai fails 16 get throligh its appeal

at the Tax Tribunal or Audit and Inspec-

tion Board, if can go to upper court, and

the e't?li.;'e procedure may take about two
y:a.rs,;é_'"g)pomic obseryers said.

Duning the procedure, Hyundai will be
limited in'it$ bidding for various domestic
projects and,ifit fails to meet the payment
deadline of next Jan. 25, the group will
have to pay a surtax of 25 percent in addi-
tion to the original penalty tax, they said.

The tax controversy,:since it first sur-

faced, has spread to isﬁ{t_of"showﬂown"
between the governing ruling circle and
the entire business, they, said.
- Recently, Yoo Chang-soon, chairman
of the Federation of Korean Industries,
said the government's harsh treatment of
large businesses, or chaebol, might shrink
their normal activities. _

Yoo's remarks soon triggered un-
pleasant responses from Deputy: Prime
Minister Choi Gak-kyu, and President
Roh Tae-woo also reportedly expressed
his anger on resistance from the business
circle to the government's decision in“a
meeting with_ his aides. i

. The observers, against this background,
supposed the Hyundai's action may have
come from the judgrhent that the govern-
ment has some political motivation behind
taking the strong:action and that once
Hyundai surrenders, it will continuously
suffer from disadvintages. '

Meanwhile, an?ONTA official, com-
meating on the Hyndai's decision, said
that if Hyundai wanfs to take the legal
procedure as a taxpayer, it is entirely up to
its own deaision. K¢’ ,

“The ONTA, however, discharged its
duty faithfully in%accordance with the
law,” he said, adding that there is no

“"bending of law™ in the tax investigations _

and imposition. .

Yonhap

Song Yong-sung (second from right) and Park Sung-hi (second from left), who are now
in Berlin for an unauthorized scheduled visit to Pyongyang, pose with Kim Chong-shik
(left), chairman of Chondaehyop, and Han Chol-su (right), chairman of Chon-
daehyop’s committee for peaceful reunification of the motherland. This picture was
taken last week shortly before Song and Park left for Berlin Monday.

Coed Parlk to be held on return
Jrom pan-nat’lrally in N.K,

A student activist will be arrested im-
mediately after she returns from an unau-
thorized trip to North Korea Aug. 13 via
the truce village of Panmunjom, prosecu-
tors said yesterday. |

Chondachyop, South Korea's largest
student group, announced Friday night it
was sending Park @ Tap g
Song-hi, a 22- 5 !
year-old senior
coed from Kyun-
ghee University in
Seoul, to Pyon-
gyang to take part
In a “pan-national
march'' there
Aug. 5-12 to

dramatize the -
organizers' _Park-Song-hi
“aspirations” for Korean reunification.

Park has been in Berlin since late June
with another member of: the radical stu-
dent group, Sung Yong-seung, also 22, to
discuss preparations for the North Korea-
initiated inter-Korean march with their
North Korean peers.

They attended a preparatory meeting
for the march, which is scheduled to start
at Mt. Packtu on the border with China

and end at the truce village of Pan-

munjom.

The prosccutors said they were also
considering charging Sung, a senior of
public administration at Konkuk Uni-
versity in Seoul, with contacting North
Koreans, a violation of the National
Security Law

In a news conference, officials of Chon-
dachyop said Sung would stay in Berlin to
relay information between South and
North Korea.

They said Park will enter South Korea
Aug. 13 through Panmunjom in the De-
militanized Zone (DMZ) dividing South
and North Korea with the North Korean
marchers and continue their walk to Mt.

Halla on Korea's southernmost island,
Cheju.

The North and South Korean organiz-
crs also plan a rally in Seoul Aug. 14-15 to
celebrate Liberation Day, Aug. 15.

Park, who majors in musical composi-
tion, will be the second South Korean stu-
dent to go there illegally.

In 1989, Lim Soo-kyong traveled to
Pyongyang via Berlin 10 take part in the
world youth festival. She was arrested on
her return through Panmunjom and is
now serving a five-year jail term.
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5 : ’ onhai:
s : Industries Co., hold a rally
tion’s largest shipyard, Hyundai Heavy
:f?]::i‘:;;:l;];:l‘ﬂ in lﬁu, Kyongsangnam-do, yesferday, demanding wage hikes
and the reinstatement of dismissed coleagues.

Hyundaiworkers go on
strike after pay talks fail

- Some 18,000 workers of Hyundai
Heavy Industries Co. in Ulsan, Kyong-
sangnam-do, went on strike yesterday _gf-
ter rejecting a management pay offer. -

' The morning shift reported to work at
the shipyard at 8 a.m. but went straight
into task-force meetings to prepare for the
strike and a rally at 1 p.m.

The union rejected a company offer to
hike pay and reinstate dismissed workers.
In‘a vote Tuesday, 32.1 percent were in
favor and 67.2 percent against.
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_Hyundai Heavy Industries Co., one of

+ Korea’s major: _shi;ibuil@ers, is a subsidi-
ary of the Hyundai Business Group.

Workers demanded a 113,000-won
($156) raise, or an increase of 19.27 per-

"+ cent, and immediate reinstatement of all

33 dismissed workers. The company coun--
tered with a 91,500-w0nﬂ($12£? raise an‘g
hiring of 14 workers after a four-mon

gmmng period. * ks s7noe fue
- Negotiations failed after21rqundsof

e ZILZRIIAG M

Gunfire victim seen hit by stray bullet
Autopsy suggests bullet ricocheted off a hard object before striking student:

Han Kuk-won, the student passer-by
shot to death Tuesday night at a students®
protest site, was hit by a bullet which
ncocheted off a hard object, most prob-
ably a concrete, an autopsy of his body
showed.

The fatal 38 revolver bullet found
lodged in his left chest had a scratch on its
side which the autopsy doctor said sug-
gested that it hit a hard object before strik-
ing Han.

A Scoul National University graduate
student majoring in chemical engineering,
Han, 27, was shot in the left chest and
killed as he and his wife, 24, walked pasta
group of about 50 SNU students attacking
a police box near the campus in southern
Seoul with firebombs.

The post-mortem examination was de-
signed to determine if Han was struck bya
stray bullet fired by Lt. Cho Dong-bu into
the air as warning shot as Cho and his
colleagues claimed.

The finding from the autopsy which was
confined to the chest arca contradicted
the claim by students and dissidents that
Lt. Cho might have fired the shot, aiming
at people.

The autopsy doctor, Prof. Lee Chong-
bin of the SNU medical school said that
the bullet retrieved from Han's chest had
a scratch, 2mm long, which he said indi-
cated that it hit off a concrete into Han's
left chest.

The bullet entered his body between 5th
and 6th ribs from the front and burst
through his heart before being lodged be-
tween the 9th and 10th rear ribs, said Lee,
one of the country’s top forensic experts,

Prosecutor Chu Ho-kyong who
attended the autopsy agreed with Lee's
view. But he added that exact cause of the
death will be determined after a telescopic
examination of the bullet and trajectory

Forensic experts examine the body of Hu Kuk-

voa i .“_‘,.j,.-. o _‘_,.

afternooa at the Seoul National University Hospital, Han was shot to.death late ,

Tuesday night while passing by a students’

e

_protest site in southern' Seoul, *

test by fire arms experts are made,

The autopsy was witnessed by some 20
people, including representatives of Han's
family members and students, and several
pool news reporters and photographers.

Han’s body was moved from the Kwa-
nak Sacred Hospital near the SNU cam-
pus to the SNU hospital in central Seoul
for the autopsy before dawn yesterday af-
ter the Han's family members agreed to an
autopsy. :

It was the first shooting to death of a*

civilian during a protest in recent years.
The prosecution investigating the ind-
dent yesterday said that it will make'a

decision on’whethief ;t6“punish’ Lt:#Cho-
based on the autopsy fésult} and testitho-
nies from the Witnessés of: the Tuesday
night’s protest scenes.:.

From the witnesses® account; Prosécu-
tor Chu said, the prosecution plans to de-
termine if Lt. Cho's claim that he had to
usc firearms in the night because the stu-
dents’ attack was't0o!violent was'frue or.
not.

It, he also said, also,wants to determine.
if Lt, Cho complied with security code in
firing the waning shots as he claimed’

Following the autopsy;‘thé prosécution
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Kang Ki-hun sentenced to 3 years

in jail for abetting self-immolation

Judge refuses to accept Japanese expert’s probe results

A Scoul court yesterday sentenced
Kang Ki-bun to three years of imprison-
ment, convicting him of aiding and abet-
ting the suicide of his fellow dissident Kim
Ki-sol by writing Kim's suicide note. Kim
committed self-immolation at Sogang
University in Seoul, May 9, in protest
againt the police killing of a college stu-
dent during a street demonstration in late
Aprl.

Presiding Judge No Won-uk at the
Seoul District Criminal Court also con-
victed Kang of joining an antistate orga-
nization known as Hyocknomaeng in
violation of the National Security Law,

Judge No said that the court found valid
the results of a forensic examination of the
handwriting in Kim's suicide note by the
National Institute for Scientific Investiga-
tion (NISI). The handwriting was found to
be identical to Kang's,

The judge, however, refused to accept
the examination results of the Japanese
handwriting expert Onishi Yoshio, who
asserted that the handwriting in Kim Ki-
sol's suicide note was different from
Kang's.
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The court also ruled that the notebook
allegedly written by Kim was fabricated as
proven by NISI.

The court, however, refused to accept
as material evidence 14 other documents
which the prosecution insisted were writ-
ten by the dead Kim Ki-sol.

In delivering the _sentence, the judge
said that it was not sure whether the ac-
cused simply wrote: the suicide note or
actively took part in the fabrication of the
suicide note.

When the prison term was announced,
Kang and more than 100 spectators pro-
tested, heaping verbal abuses on the
bench.

Kang's defense lawyers said that they
would appeal the case to a higher court.

Kang was held June 24, when he volun-
tarily reported to the prosecution, emerg-
ing from Myongdong Cathedral in down-
town Seoul where he had holed up for
more than one month.

He was indicted by the prosecution July
12, on charges of aiding and abetting the
suicide of his colleague Kim.

Seoul District
day.

Korea Herald
Escorted by policemen, Kang Ki-hoon,
former senlor official of a dissident
group, enters the courtroom of the

Criminal Court yester-

Korea Herald

FAilMERS' PROTEST — Thousands of farmers shout slogans Opposing_ the opening
of the domestic rice market during a rally held at Changchungdan Park in downtown
Seoul yesterday afternoon. (Story on Page 3)

Farmers protest demand

for rice market opening

Ask for10-15% price hike at Changchung rally

Over 10,000 farmers and college stu-
dents yesterday opposed imports of fore-
ign rice and denounced outside pressure
to open the domestic rice market in a rally
at a park in Seoul.

The farmers called on the government
to buy all of their harvested rice at a price
higher than that of last year's,

“Unless the government meets our de-
mands, we are going to stack up rice bags
in front of each municipal and provincial
government office and launch demonstra-
tions,” rally organizers threatened.

They also threatened to return their
agricultural machines and tools to the gov-
enmment and pay their debt to the Agri-
cultural Cooperative Associations with
rice, if their demands are not met.

The farmers also demanded a mecting
with President Roh Tae-woo.

About 12,000 riot policemen were de-
ployed around Changchungdan Park, the
rally site, in case the rally turned into a
violent demonstration,

The United States and several other
countries are calling for opening of South
Korea's rice market, “but it would
threaten the very survival of us farmers,”
they charged.

They also demanded the government
buy more of their rice at higher prices.

The government plans to purchase 1.22
million tons of rice from farmers within
this year while the farmers call for the
government to buy all of the 5.39 million
tons of rice harvested this fall.

As for the price, the government plans
to buy rice at a price 7 percent up from last
year's, or at 119,210 won per 80kg, while
farmers call for at least a 15 percent in-
crease for ordinary rice and 10 percent
hike for Tongil, a lower-quality rice.

Under a dual rice price system, the gov-
crmment purchases rice from farmers at
higher prices and sells to urban consumers
at lower prices.

“If the National Assembly passes the
govermnment-proposed bills (of rice purch-
ase for this year), we will not sitidle,” the
farmers warned.

President Roh Tae-woo will make final
decisions on the price and how much rice
the government will purchase.

After the rally, the farmers had a street
march through Tachak-ro, some 1km
away, temporarily paralyzing traffic in the
region.
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PART TWO

PEACE AND REUNIFICATION
IN KOREAN PENINSULA




Chapter 5. Simultaneous U.N Entry of South & North Korea

1. North Korea's Decision of Separate Entry into the U.N.

Revolutionary changes in the issue of reunification of the Korean
peninsula continued. The shock of North Korea's announcement on May
27 that it intended separate entry into the U.N, was far greater than
the concern over possible amity between North Korea and Japan. This
change was expected to influence not only on achievement of peace on
the Korean peninsula but also the inner politics of South Korea.

The only decisive way the present regime could sustain and strengt?en
its power in spite of its low popular support was by propagandizing
its advancement in relations with socialist countries and on the
reunification issue, under the rapidly changing international

political situation.

It is a well-known fact that the regime has used the issue of national
reunification in order to sustain its reign of power, just as former

dictators have done.

In spite of the global movement toward disarmament and detente, and
the movement towards the reorganization of world politics initiated
by the U.S.A. under the name "New Order”, the tension on the Korean
peninsula and the strategy to isolate North Korea were sharply

increased,

On April 21, Donald Gregg, the U.S. Ambassador to Korea, insisted in a
lecture that, "because the Korean peninsula is within the range of
nuclear bombs of the U,S.S.R. and China, it is meaningless to make
only this area a non-nuclear weapons area.” Through this remark he
recognized indirectly the existence of nuclear weapons in the Korean
peninsula and at the same time expressed the official position of the
U.S.A. to oppose making this area a nuclear-free area. In the
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"Evaluation of U.S. Military Power” by the U.S. Defense Department,
reported to the U.S. Congress, the Korean peninsula was classified as
a region with the relatively high possibility of nuclear war, and the
report contained a 120-day war scenario which laid omt the U.S.
strategy to deal with such a war, The scenario outlined the
possibility of chemical and nuclear war, foretelling terrible disaster
if an actual war on the Korean peninsula should take place,

Through a statement made by Lee Chong-Ku, the Korean Minister of
Defence, it was revealed that since the end of the Persian Gulf War,
the U.S. had concentrated on pressuring North Korea to open itself to
international nuclear inspection, Mr. Lee expressed his opinion that
North Korea's development of nuclear weapons would welcome such
serious chastisement as an Entebbe-type of attack from south Korea.

His words brought strong criticism in South Korea and strong rejection
from North Korea,

It seems that such incidents acted as an external factor to force
North Korea to decide on separate entry to the U.N. and to sign the
International Agreement on Nuclear Safety. On May 29, North Korea
announced that, "if South Korea enters the U.N. separately, we will
enter the U N, for the national interest.”

Such a sudden change in North Korea's position seemed a desperate
measure to escape from political isolation which was the result of
changes in the international political situation. These two realities
however, also had an offensive aspect in that they established
international opinion for denuclearization of the Korean peninsula and
pressured the U.S. to withdraw the nuclear weapons which its Army was
keeping in south Korea.

In preparation for changes in its diplomatic strategy, North Korea
invited South Korean lawmakers to the General Assembly of the IPU in

April and agreed to organize South-North united teams in soccer and
table tennis,

If the Korean people’'s subjective activities for national
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reunification provide the necessary, support, North Korea's decision
for separate entry in to the U/N.. and the changing situation of
North-East Asia can promote the reunification of the Korean peninsula.
However, if the people’'s movement for reunification weakens, the U, S,
and the 6th Republic government of the south, will strongly promote
their intention to stabilize the continuous division of the Korean

peninsula,

2. South and North Korea's Simultaneous U.N. Entry

Early in the morning (Korea time) on August 9th, the simultaneous
entry of South and North Korea into the U /N, was unanimously approved
by the 5 permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, All that was
left was the formal ratification by the U.N. General Assembly which
would open in the corning fall. Not only was this simultaneous entry
into the U/N. a big turning point in the nearly half-century-old
history of the Korean division, but it foretold radical changes in
international relations surrounding the Korean peninsula and in
South-North relations, toward national reunification,

The South-North simultaneous entry into the U.N, created problems
pertaining to such areas as constitutional territorial claims,
revision of the National Security Laws, the dismantling of the U.N,
military headquarters in South Korea, and international laws including
the conclusion of a peace treaty between South and North, The very
first problems that emerged along with the simultaneous entry into the
U.N. were how to deal with conditions which would guarantee peace on
the peninsula, such as declaration of a non-nuclear 2zone, a peace
treaty, and a non-aggression pact. The North's entry into the U.N.
may have two aspects, One is the North's need to adapt to the rapidly
changing international power relations due to the confusion and crisis
in socialist countries. The other is that the North's entry into the
U.N, can be seen as a defiant attitude towards the U.S.’s pressure in
connection with the signing of the nuclear safety treaty.

In 1985, North Korea became a member of the NPT (nuclear
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Non-Proliferation Treaty) which stipulates that all members must sign
the Nuclear Safety Agreement Treaty, but it has since delayed the
signing. Due to this fact, the call for investigation of.the North's
nuclear capability has become the central issue in fthe U.S.'s
military pressure towards North Korea. The problem of the North's
refusal of nuclear investigation has interfered in the improvement of
the North Korea-U.S.A. relationship and has been brought up as a
Justification for the delay in the normalization of relations between
Japan and North Korea. The North has been further isolated
diplomatically, To come out of this difficulty, the North suddenly
announced on July 7 that it would start working-level negotiations in
July and sign the Nuclear Safety Agreement before the end of
September. In connection with the problem of nuclear investigation,
the North insisted on such investigations simultaneously in South and

North and the withdrawal of the U.S. nuclear weapons from South
Korea,

The change in the North's policy once again called attention to the
nuclear problem on the Korean peninsula and acted as a pressure on the
U.S. to alter its nuclear policies. In response to the pressure by
North Korea, however, the U,S. introduced a more serious demand, for
"total destruction of the north's nuclear capability,” while
continuing with its NCND (Neither Confirm Nor Deny) policy on the
deployment of nuclear weapons on the Korean peninsula., This stance,
however, could not persuade either the international community or the
Korean people, Both the Soviet Union and China, in dealing with the
nuclear problem on the Korean peninsula, generally sided with the
North, and even in the U.S., there were calls for the withdrawal of
nuclear weapons from south Korea.

The main issue at the Korea-U.S. summit meeting, which took place
during Roh Tae-Woo's July state visit to the U.S.A., was the two
governments’ mutual response concerning North Korea's entry into the
U.N. and the signing of the Nuclear Safety Agreement. The content of
this summit meeting recently started to appear in U.S. and Korean
policies, The U.S.'s reexamination of the withdrawal of nuclear
weapons from South Korea in order to block the development of nuclear
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weapons in North Korea and the recent announcement that the South
Korean authorities would have direct talks with their northern
counterparts can be seen as the outcome of the U.S.-Korea summit talk.

On August 7th, a high ranking official of the Korean government
commented, "The U.S. government is hurrying to withdrawal its nuclear
weapons from the Korean peninsula, they have lost their value from a
military standpoint and are only creating political debate, "
Furthermore, the issues the Korean peninsula’'s nuclear problem,
withdrawal of the U.S. Army in Korea, and the sharing of defence costs
were discussed between Korean officials including a Presidential
security aide and officials of the U.S., Department of Defence during
a meeting in Hawaii on August 6-7. In addition, the South Korean
government, which first showed a lukewarm attitude towards North
Korea's suggestion on July 30 of a "North-South Joint Statement
Concerning the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula”, on July 30,
changed its policy by stating that it would discuss the issue at a

South-North Nuclear Related Conference on August 1.

Even though there was no doubt that the series of changes in relation
to relieving tension and fixing peace on the Korean peninsula had some
positive aspects, there were some points to be considered in order to
be sure that these changes would realistically contribute to peace and
unification, While the South Korean government proposed to continue
direct negotiations with North Korea on the nuclear problem, in
reality it revealed its limitations by its refusal to allude to the
U.S. nuclear weapons on the Korean peninsula, As shown by Roh
Tae-Woo's remark during his visit to the U ,S.A,,
know whether or not nuclear weapons are deployed on South Korean

I myself do not

soil,” The South Korean government was sticking to the NCND policy,
and had very limited authority over the nuclear issue, Even though
the Scuth stated that it would examine the North’s proposal for a
"Denuclearization Conference” on the one hand, its position of leaving
the issue of U.S. nuclear deployment in South Korea off the discussion
agenda seemed an obstacle to the South-North discussion of
denuclearization of the Korean peninsula, The reason why North Korea
was so insistent on the issue of denuclearization was because it is
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related to the withdrawal of U.S. nuclear weapons from South Korea, so
without the inclusion of U,S. nuclear weapons deployment in South
Korea as part of the discussion agenda, there was no meaning in such
denuclearization negotiations, ’

3. Discussion of Reunification Plan
and South-North Interexchange

After the South-North simultaneous entry into the U.N., discussions on
reunification plans advanced more broadly as the issue has became more
concrete, Such changes could be noted just from what the officials of
both South and North were saying, and the discussion of the confederal
System of Reunification along with discussion on denuclearization and
disarmament, were the key topics in 1991 among non-governmental

organizations including Protestants, Bumminryon, and student movement
groups,

In his New Year's Message, Kim I1-Sung showed a flexible attitude
toward the already existing idea of a Korean federation System when he
said, "We will examine the realization of the federation System in
stages, gradually giving more power to the federal government, ”
During his visit to Canada, Roh Tae-Woo also suggested the possibility
of a new system that would be a compromise between the North's Korean
confederation System and the South's One Nation One Communi ty
Unification System when he said, "We will examine the North's plan for
a confederation System positively.” Even though it appeared that both
South and North Korean governments were working toward a comﬁromise
reunification system, the gap between the position of the two sides
was still very wide,

The North’'s Korean Confederation System is not a transitional plan
but a permanent plan and it can be said that the North's recent show
of flexibility was just a slow step toward the Korean Confederation
System. The greater authority held by the local government in
defence and diplomatic affairs seemed to resemble South Korea's
transitional unification plan for a South-North Common wealth System,
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However, this was just a middle stage towards achieving the
Confederation System, and it could be said that it was much different
from the South’s South-North Common wealth plan, which was just a
functional aspect of the coalition and not true reunification.
Nevertheless, thanks to the advancement of the reunification
discussion between South and North, the efforts of both sides to
reduce the differences between them could continue,

In the meantime, the non-governmental level reunification movement
advanced greatly. With in the Protestant circle, the NCCK held an
International Christian Conference for Peace and Reunification from
August 12-14 and tried for broad discussions on reunification,
Bumminryon carried out every practical struggle in order to advance
the reunification movement by holding a Pan-National Rally from August
15-18 under the strong blockade of the police. During the rally,
Bumminryon realized the necessity for popular support, Chondaehyop
also made great efforts for reunification by sending two

representatives to Pyongyang. (A detailed analysis will appear in the

following)

In the future, South-North relations will be advanced in the economic
area on a large scale. The South Korean government has agreed to
participate in the Special Economical Region which will be established
soon along the Tuman river, and North Korea will try for direct trade
with the South through its trade representative’'s office in Tokyo.
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General A;s'sembly admits seven

new members, including Baltics

By Kim Hyeh-won
Korea Herald correspondent

UNITED.NATIONS — South and
North Korea finally became U.N. mem:
bers 42 years after they first applied for
membership in 1949, paving the way for
a new era for the two rivals.

The U.N. General Assembly adopted
a resolution on their membership by
consensus Tuesday, (early Wednesday
morning, Seoul time), the first day of its
46th U.N. session,

The admission of seven countries in-

creased to 166 the total number of U.N.:

membérs, ,

The' five. others are Micronesia, the
Marshall Islands, and the three Baltic
countries — Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania.

The entry into the world body of the
seven countries reflects the revolution-
ary changes that have swept the Soviet
Union and altered the diplomatic land-
scape fashioned after World War 11.

South Korea had long been blocked
by a Soviet veto.

North Korea and South Korea have

held non-voting U.N. observer status

for years.

North Korea has insisted on a joint
seat, saying that Communist North
Korea and capitalist South Korea were
one nation divided. But the North reluc-

“tantly #iccépted one séat for each coun-

try at the urging of China and the Soviet
Union,

The flags of all seven newly admitted
nations were raised alongside other

member flags outside the U.N. head--

quarters.

The three Baltic republics were mem-
bers of the League of Nations, the U.N,
predecessor, but were annexed by the
Soviet Union in 1940 under a secret
Soviet-German pact. They recently
gained mdcpcndencc from the Soviet
Union.

Only a few states are not U.N, mem-
bers: Monaco, San Marino, Switzerland

and the Vatican, which are non- voting -
U.N. observers; Westcm Sahara, Ton-
ga, Taiwan ‘and some South Pauﬁc is-
lands. g

The General A.sscmbly will take up
an agenda of about 145 jtems this year,
ranging from the Middle East, to,con-
trol of chemical nrms, the enyironment
and human rights issues.

Before the admission of new mem-
bers, the Assembly was to elect its new
president, succeeding Guido de Marco
of Malta.

The ‘presidency rotates annually
among the Assembly’s five main region-
al groups and this year is the turn of the
Anm counfries.

* South Korean Foreign Minister Lee
Sang-ock hoped that the U.N..mem-
bership of the two Koreas'would open a
‘new chapter not only in inter-Korean
relations but also mark a new beginning
and a-chance to fifjally remove the last
vestiges of the Cold War from the Ko-
rean Peninsula in his speech following
the adoption of the resolution.

“While we are joining the United Na- -
tions separately, we pledge at this au-’
gust forum'to make determined efforts -
to realize the peaceful unification of our
divided land,” he said.

The minister said the admission of
South Korea, which came at a time
when the. United Nations i is playing a-
central rold in*the formation of a new
international order,; would “definitely
help acoelcratc the ongoing process of
global rapproch iement.”

“By smuluncously joining the United
Nations, South afd North Kotea have
now taken a giant first step forward. Con~-
fidence built through dialogue and coop-
eration within the U.N. framework will
certainly move us closer toward durable
peace and eventual reunification. The Un-
ited Nations will provide an excellent
opportunity for us .to make ‘significant
strides in these very challenging en-
deavors.” (Related stories on Page 2, news
analysis on Page 5)
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Chapter 6. The Relation of South & North Korea
After Entering the U.N

As is already well known, the Bush administration recently announced a
series of sweeping disarmament proposals in order to seize the
initiative under the newly established international order. Bush's
plan to reduce nuclear weapons, including one-sided abolition and
dismantling of tactical nuclear weapons of short range (under 500 km)
is very significant, indeed. This plan is regarded as one of several
in preparation for the establishment of the "New World Order” through
new strategic defense policies, by seizing the initiative in
disarmament under the notion that the U,S.S.R. has lost its

international political influence,

The plan has the effect of reducing the tremendous political burden of
the U.S.A, which has the greatest number of nuclear weapons. The plan
is also considered a way for the U.S.A. to check such anti-American
countries as North Korea and Iran for possible possession of nuclear

capability.

In spite of its impure intentions, the U.S.A, disarmament initiative

will greatly influence world politics.

Firstly, upon the U.S.A. ‘s proposal, the U S.S.R. responded with a
proposal for similar nuclear arms reduction. This move was expected
to exert considerable pressure against the presence of nuclear weapons
and the U.S. Army on the Korean peninsula. The so-called "Neither
Confirm Nor Deny” (NCND) strategy employed by the U.S.A. to hide the
existence of nuclear weapons on Korean soil could no longer be used.
As a result, not only the issue of nuclear weapons but also the issue
of a peace treaty and the adoption of a non-aggression agreement were

expected to be discussed anew.

Under such a changing situation, the 6th Republic also established a
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new military strategy. As revealed by a report from the Ministry of
Defense, the new military strategy had no intention of reducing arms
but rather was a plan to develop the most up-to-date military
techniques for modern war, with the presupposition of thes continual
Korea-U.S.A. alliance by sustaining the U.S. Army on the Korean
peninsula until the year 2000,

Similarly, Bush's proposals for nuclear weapons disarmament was
intertwined with the U.S.A.'s world strategy and its plan to hold
hegemony in the Far East. Therefore, the new military strategy of
South Korea has not changed significantly from the basic orientation
toward attaining and sustaining military superiority over North Korea,
For these reasons, we cannot be overly optimistic about the
possibility of peace on the Korean peninsula, Which still contains in
itself the condensed contradiction of the world in the midst of the
Cold War, irrelevant to the international main-stream of detente,

On the other hand, the possibility of a South-North Summit Conference
was newly discussed under the changed situation after the South-North
simultaneous entry in to the U.N.

Mr. Kim Yong-Nam, the North Korean Foreign Minister, strongly
suggested the possibility of a South-North summit conference,
proposing basic agreement on concrete and substantial plans and
countermeasures for the realization of peaceful reunification. The
proposals were as follows:

i) the adoption of a declaration of non-aggression,

ii) a political conference of all political parties
and social organizations from both South and North,

iii) discussion to combine the South's plan of Korean Commonweal th
and the North's plan of Korean Confederation.

Even though the above three proposals by the North were not much
different from the past, judging from the recently changed attitudes
of both sides, if some kind of agreement on them could be reached, it
seemed that the possibility of a summit conference considerably
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greater,

Nevertheless, there still remained many problems to be solved, such as
the peace treaty investigation of nuclear facilities, and
establishment of political relations between North Korea and Japan,

and between South Korea and China,

North Korea reverted back to its hard-line stance in the face of the
U.S. pressure for inspection of North Korea's nuclear facility. Kim
Yong-Nam announced that if Bush followed through with his proposal to
withdrawal or destroy all the short-range nuclear weapons now in South

Korea, the North would accept the nuclear inspection.

The hidden significance of this announcement seemed to be the North's
intention to check the unfair pressure by the U.S. to investigate its
nuclear facility, by turning U.S. declaration on reducing nuclear

weapons into an offensive tool.

On the economic side, North Korea planned to explore the possibility
of designating Sonbong area, along the Tuman River, as a Special Trade
Area in order to solve its present economic problenms. This plan
seemed to be taken from the Chinese economic strategy. Establishment
of a special economic area be side the Tuman River would mark
considerable progress because interest in that area is shown not only
by North Korea and China but also by the U.S.S.R. and Japan.

Such realistic responses by North Korea seems to be connected with the
interests of North Korea and China in countering the active
international changes surrounding the Far East, The two countries are
trying to strengthen solidarity and exchanges among socialist
countries in the Third World through the New Socialist Alliance. It
is necessary for us to pay attention to what kind of influence this

movement will have upon the establishment of peace in East Asia.
It is also important to note how certain realistic responses by North
Korea also apply to the South-North relationship. South and North

have tried to find a new relationship through various ways. One such
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non-aggression,

example is the call for a "written agreement for reconciliation,
exchanges and cooperation between South and North”,
which was agreed upon during the 4th South-North high-level conference
(Analysis of the conference will follow, )

0
-

Chronology of S.,N. Korean relations

The Korean Peninsula was divided into
Communist:, North“Korea and cap:tahst

South Korea in 1945 at the end of World

War II. Here is a brief look at some of the
important eveats in their decades of hos-
tility and attempts at peace:’

Aug. 15, 1945: Korea is liberated from

35 years OIJapancse colonial rule. In post-
war politics it-is divided along the 38th
parallel, with Soyiet troops in the North
and U.S."troops in the South.

1948: North Korea establishes a Com-
munist' chctatorsh:p headed by Kim II-
sung. South Korea holds elections and
establishes a U.S.-supported government

_headed by Syngman Rhee.

1950: North ‘Korea mvades South

'Koru, triggefing a bitter three-year war.

1976: North Korea security guards kill
two U.S. soldiers with axes in a dispute
over pruning a tree in the Demilitarized
Zone, v

1983: North Korean commandos bomb
a cemetery in Rangoon, Burma, killing 17
South Korean officials, including four
Cabinet ministers accompanying then-
President Chun Doo Hwan.

1987: Two North Korean terrorists
bomb a South Korean airliner over the
Andaman Sea near Burma, killing all 115
people aboard.

1988: The Summer Olympic Games are
held in Seoul, South Korea, with 160 na-
tions attcndmg Nor:h Korea boycotts the
Games,

1990: The prime ministérs of the two

The United States and other Western na-
tions fight for the South and China for the
North. An estimated 2.4 million soldiers
and 4.4 million civilians are killed dr
wounded.

1953: The Korean War ends with an
armistice and 20-mile-wide demilitarized
zone dividing the peninsula. A peace trea-
ty is never signed.

1972: The two Koreas issue a joint state-
ment renouncing hostilities and pledging
peaceful unification of the peninsula, but
talks fail,

1974: The first of four tunnels allegedly
dug by North Korea for an invasion under
the Demilitarized Zone is discovered by
ﬁuth Korea. North Korea denies digging

em.

Koreas hold three rounds of talks, the
highest level contact ever between the two
governments. Soccer teams from both
Koreas meet in the first sports cxchange
between the two nations.

1991: Joint Korean sports teams are
formed for table tennis and youth soccer.
The Koreas join the United Nations as
separate members Sept.’ 17. The- prime
ministers resume talks Oct. 22 and agree
to work toward an accord-on reconcilia-
tion.

Dec. 12, 1991: The two sides reach
agreement for a comprehensive accord
calling for reconciliation, nonaggression,
exchanges and cooperation, the most sig-
nificant step toward ending hostilities
since partition in 1945. (AP)
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