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Truth Commission Says 1971 Death
of Election Official Not Accidental

The Presidential Truth Com-
mission on Suspicious Deaths
announced yesterday that the
1971 death of Kim Chang-soo, a
Mokpo election official, was not
accidental as previously report-
ed, but involved the then-ruling
Democratic Republican Party
(DRP) and government investiga-
tors.

Kim, who had monitored the
May 25 general elections in
1971, died near a train track in
Kimje, North Cholla Province on
June 22 during an overnight
train ride accompanied by two
police officers and two DRP offi-
cials.

He was on his way to Seoul to
testify regarding a lawsuit filed
by the ruling party after he dis-
covered 100 blank ballots miss-
ing from a voting station in
Mokpo, North Cholla Province,
on election day.

As this was later revealed to be

a simple mistake, voting went on
as planned. But after the election
ended in the victory of the oppo-
sition Democratic Party, the DPR
accused its rival of rigging the
election and Kim was sum-
moned as a key witness.

The commission said that
Kim’s death can be seen as a
result of foul play in light of the
fact that his upper body was

- 423 -

unclothed and covered with
blood when he was found, sug-
gesting that his death was not
the result of a fall. The DPR was
also revealed to have pressured
Kim into faisely iesiilying that
opposition Democratic Party
members had stolen the ballots
two days before his death, it
said.

Jysoh@koreatimes.co.kr
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