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The Policy of Korean government towards Overseas Koreans

Rhee, Jong-hoon

1. Introduction

(1)Definition

Korean government devide the Overseas Korean into two group, the one is
'Korean Nationals residing abroad' who have the nationality of the Republic of Korea,
and stay in a foreign country for a long term or obtain permanent residentship in a

foreign country, the other is 'Foreign Koreans' who have the lineage of the Korean,
regardless of their nationality, and reside and make a living in a foreign country.

(2)Distribution

According to government, there are about 5 and half million Overseas Koreans
around the world. Among them, about 2 millions are Korean Nationals.

A distinctive feature of it is about 95% of them lives in the countries which
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surround Korea like China, USA, Japan, and CIS(former Soviet Union). It means ng
only they are influenced directly by their mother land but also they are influencing

their mother land for many sides.
2. The Influence of Overseas Koreans to Korean society

(1)Influences to South Korea

Overseas Koreans have done and will do many things for Korea, both of north ¢
south. In general, they have done much role in the economic development ag
reunification process.

During the Japanese rule, overseas Korean society had been working as the cent
of resistant movement to Japan. After the liberation, leaders of the resistant moveme;
came back to (South) Korea to take part in the process of re-founding. Especiall;
repatriated Koreans from USA had brought western culture and system. The fit
president of Korea, Dr. Rhee was one of the repatriated Korean American. !

Since then, Overseas Koreans are closely related with Korean society. Comparative
higher portion of Overseas Koreans to the Korean population could be a ;.._'.--

barometer of it.

e

According to one survey, 26% of Korean people have relatives in Overseas Kores
society and more than 50% of them have kept in touch with them. About 91.3% ¢
Korean American, 71.3% of Korean nationals in Japan, 25.1% of Koreans in CIS hay
contacted with their relatives in Korea. There are also lots of repatriated people wh

are working in various fields.

Overseas Korean society have also contributed to the economic development. Th e
have been a source of capital and technology. During the economic development the
have invested in Korea, imported Korean goods, taught high skills and technologies
and made remittance.

In case of remittance, most of personal remittances are remittance by Overses
Koreans). In case of investment, There is only a data on the investment of Foreig
Koreans in personal base. according to it. It consists about 4.1%(by amount) of tof
investment by foreigners. If the investment by foreign Koreans in company base an

by overseas Korean nationals in small amount are added, the percentage will be risen.

Overseas Koreans have done a vital role in increasing the exports as the maif

= 18—

source of buying, as well. but, unfortunately, there is no data on it. But, sometimes,
Overseas Korean societies around world send buying-groups for purchasing Korean
Pgoducts.

And recently, Korean Chinese and Korean Russian peddlers are becoming new
customers of Korean products. Finally, Overseas Koreans like Korean Chinese are also

a reservoir of laborers. Among foreign laborers from China % of them are Chinese
Koreans. They supplies lacks of laborers in the area of 3D industries.

Overseas Korean also has done vital role in mass-culture area. Both of Korean
American society and Korean Japanese society has long been a supplier of advanced
modern culture. Korea has imported it by way of Overseas Korean artists and finally
can generate Kotean Wave. Now, Korean Chinese are becoming the messengers of
Korean Wave in China.

(2)Influences to North Korea

Now, let's look at their influence on the North Korea. In the process of socialist
state-building in North Korea, many Korean Russians participated.

And during the Korean war, lots of Korean Chinese took part in the war as
Chinese soldiers.

In 1960's and 70's many younger Korean Nationals in Japan got back to North

Korea for participating in the economic development process of North Korea.

Since then, and especially since 1980's, pro-North Korean Nationals in Japan have
invested to North Korea. Enterprises established by them are called 'patriotic
enterprise'’ in North Korea. Almost all of foreign investment, about 90% of foreign
invest is the investment by them.

Recently, investment by Korean American has also been increasing gradually.

~ Foreign trading is also very much relied on Korean Chinese and Korean nationals
in Japan. In so far as I know, in the Chinese Korean autonomous district, about 200
trading companies which have deep relationship with North Korea are working and
North Korea is also running about 20 trading companies in the area. And Chinese
Korean peddlers about 1,000 persons per day visit North Korea for trading the

necessities.

Finally, as you probably Know, a lot of North Koreans are visiting the Chinese
Korean society for getting foods. This role of Chinese Korean society as foods
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supplier will continue for a while.
3. The policy of Korean government

(1)The Object -
Now, let' turn to the Overseas Korean policy of Korean government. The object @
the Overseas Korean policy is focusing on the fact that the root, culture, and heritag,
of Overseas Koreans are closely related with the Korea, within the range ¢
international laws, domestic laws, and the laws of host countries, supporting to stabiliz
the standard of living and to grow as a respected and well-behaved citizen in the h

countries. '

(2)Guidelines

The guidelines are Dto support the efforts of self-help @to support them
contribute for the development of host countries and to reconciliated with the
societies ®to support the classes of Korean language & Korean heritage and th
activity of art @to support the Korean communities on the basis of libert
democracy, humanity @to support the improvement of the legal and social status.
the host countries ®to amend the domestic laws and systems for encouraging :
economic activities like investment and protecting the right of property. n

(3)The system 3
The supreme decision making organization is "The Commission of Overseas Koreat
Policy' which was founded in 1996. The chairman of the commission is the prim
minister. Commissioners of the commission are ministers, some specialists Anc
representatives of Overseas Koreans not exceeding 15 members. It used to be helk
about twice a year irregularly.
The competent authority of Overseas Korean policy is the Overseas Residents ¢
Emigration Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. It has only I
staffers.
The main organization supporting the Overseas Korean society is the Oversea
Koreans Foundation, which was established in 1997. It is one of the Affiliate
otganization of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.
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And the educational service for Korean Nationals residing abroad is mainly
supported by the Ministry of Education.

(4)Activities

After the foundation, the commission have dealt with subjects like the establishment
of Overseas Koreans Foundation, the rehabilitation of Sakhalin Koreans to Korea, the
human right protection of Chinese Koreans in Korea, the enhancing the efficiency of

educational service, the widening the benefits of military service, etc.

Overseas Koreans Foundation is an active organization operating several assisting
programs including research & survey, internet networking, making data-base on
Overseas Koreans, sending cultural performance bands, inviting Overseas Korean artists,
assisting cultural & sport events by Overseas Korean societies, supporting korean
classes and sending educational materials, supporting Overseas Adoptees, etc. In the
foundation, 35 persons are working and the budget is about 7 million-US dollar.

Expenditure, 2001

Total 16,892,960

Wages & Salaries 841,500

Ordinary Expenditure 393,460

Working Expenditure 7,179,000

1. Research programs 303,000

2. Online Networking programs 602,000

3. Culture programs 924,000

4. PR programs 323,000

5. Exchange Programs 1,766,000

6. Education programs 3,261,000

7. Assisting programs for Japanese Korean 8,479,000
organization

figure 2

The educational service for Korean Nationals abroad by Ministry of Education is
the running of 23 Korean schools in 17 countries, 38 Korean language centers in 13
Countries. And total amount of budget for Overseas Korean is about 20 million US
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dollar. And, some other ministries are also running some programs for Overs Korean government has not accepted them, yet).

Koreans. Thirdly, Mexican, Lebanese, Greek, and French governments are actively assisting

jmmigrants to other countries. In case of Mexico, the government is protecting the
rights of illegal stayers in USA(Korean government is very indifferent to illegal stayers
and even to legal immigrants).

Ministry Programs

Ministry of Foreign |o Establishing the policy
Affairs & Trade o Directing the Overseas Korean Foundation )

o Running Korean Education Centers and Korean
schools around the world

o Visiting & Education programs for Overseas Korean

0 Ministry of Education Students _

o Visiting & Education programs for the teachers of | 4
Korean schools

o Supplying texts for teaching Korean language

6. Issues on the policy

(1)Past Issues

Overseas Koreans have demanded the establishment of Ministry of Overseas
Koreans and dual citizenship since 1970's. Those had been the two main issues of the

Ministry of Justice |o Immigration control for Overseas Koreans

World Korean Culture Festival policy of Korean government toward them.

Cultural Exchange programs for the Overseas Koreans "
Sending specialists on Korean language
Inviting programs for the teachers of Korean language

Ministry of Culture Even though the demands had been high and continuous, the authoritarian military

0O 0O 0O

government didn't accept. One of the reason of it was Overseas Korean's tendency of

favoring democracy. Especially, K Ameri
o PR Events for advertising the Unification policy of & . =P y, Horean ericans ‘who openly demand them, wete: the

Ministry of Unification Korea toward Overseas Koreans

main supporters of democratic camps at that time.

In 1995, Kim Young Sam government partly accepted the demand of the
establishment of Ministry of Overseas Koreans and made a measure for making the

commission and the foundation.

figure 3

5. Some Implications of other countries In 1999, Former Kim Dae Jung government partly accepted the demand of dual

citizenship and made an act called 'The act about immigration control and legal status

of Ov K ¥ . :
Finally, let's take a look shortly of other countries' policy on their people abroad. crseas Koreans'. It gave some benefits of entrance & stay, welfares including

3 insurance, and economic activity to Overseas Koreans.
In 1998, I got a chance to study the cases of other countries who have bi

immigrants around the world, like Italy(60 millions), India(6 millions), G
millions), Mexico(8 millions), Lebanon(10 millions), France(2 millions). Among thun:-._.
visited Italy, Greece and India. I would like to introduce you some characterist

In relation with the making of the act, Chinese government announced some
worries about some negative effects on Korean Chinese society. Korean government
also considered some side effects of rush of Korean Chinese into Korea then made a
lan ¢ i
features of their policies. P. ; o rule the Korean Chinese out of the act. The act was suggested by the
Ministry of justice.

At first, Italian, French, and Greek government are running or assisting directly
single global organization of their people(There is no single wotldwide Overses

Korean organization). (2)Pending TIssues

Secondly, German, Israeli and Greek governments are positively supporting H
repatriated people from other countries like former Soviet-Union(even though s 1)Laws
Koreans living in former Soviet Union and China would like to come back to Ko
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In 1998, the ruling party of Kim Dae Jung government tried to make 'The basi
act on Overseas Koreans' at first, but she had to meet a strong resistance of Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Trade. The reasons of resistance are (1)it might cause som
diplomatic conflicts with host countries, (2)it might bring about ovetr-expectation @
Overseas Koreans to Korean government, (3)foreigners can also demand those kinds o

benefits in terms of 'most favored nation treatment', etc.

Even though it may bring about some side-effects, I think the act can solv ..-.5'
conflicting factors between Korea & Overseas Korean society. Making a basic act i
now a pending issue in the National Assembly. Especially, the ruling party of Ro
Hyun government is trying to make 'The basic act on Overseas Koreans' again. But
she's just trying to make 'The basic act of Korean Nationals abroad, as well. IIE :.__-
little confusing situation. I think she has two options, the one is making two differes
acts, the other is making two acts into one. Whether she takes this or that op -
she has to coordinate two acts wisely. :

2)Right to vote oL

Another issue is the right to vote of Korean Nationals residing abroad. Korea
the only country who doesn't give the right to nationals abroad among OECE
countries. National Election Committee of Korea recently suggested a reform act v ic
include the voting right of them. At this moment, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Trade hesitated accept it as it might bring heavy administrational cost and manpowe
It may be right, but it doesn't make sense. For the right to vote is the basic right ©
people who live in democratic countries. It would be accepted by the Na Hons
Assembly right before the next election, I presume. o

3)The system p
To fix the bankrupted decision making system is also very important issue.
all, the function of 'The Commission of Overseas Korean Policy' should be recoveres
as soon as possible. After that, we have to consider to make it stronger or not
Personally, I agree with a measure to strength it. I want it to be an independen
executive committee which has its own supporting staffers and controled by th

President directly.

This can be followed by reinforcement of the Overseas Residents & Emigra io
Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Overseas Koreafl
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Fouﬂdati.on.

4)Activities

In the area of activities, there are three issues. At first, reasonable reintegration of
programs of several ministries into the Overseas Koreans Foundation is needed.
Secondly, programs of the Overseas Koreans Foundation should be rearranged and
redistributed to NGOs. Thirdly, the revenue of the Overseas Koreans Foundation has
to be raised. But, the Overseas Koreans Foundation should suggest a clear background
data for it.

Recently, the Ministry of Planning & Budget try to integrate the revenue of the
Overseas Koreans Foundation into that of Korea Foundation. Because of her decision,
two organization under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade should share the
International Exchange Fund from 2005. After making the decision, one of committee
of the Ministry of Planning & Budget announces a plan to abolish the fund in the
near future. If the committee abolish the fund, the Overseas Koreans Foundation

should find out other source of revenue.
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Symposium on ethnic policies
— the Hungarian model -

(Seoul, 10. September 2004.)

The matter of the Hungarian minorities and the situation of the Hungarian Nation itself is a
very complex one. In order to understand the case and our developed model better I try to
give a short overview about the historical background, the actual situation and the today
pursued nationality policy, together with the basic facts in relation to the country and people.

The Republic of Hungary lies in Central Europe. The territory of the state is 93 030 sq km
about the same size as the land of South Korea. The country has slightly more than 10 million
inhabitants.

The territory and the population of today’s Hungary was formed after World War I, when the
victors broke up the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. In the process, instead of one already
existing medium sized political and economic unit with many nationalities, the victorious
powers created five small, economically and politically unstable "quasi-national" states, and
in the case of three successor states - Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Yugoslavia - with
significant minority communities on their territory. This fact eventually — together with other
causes — led to World War II, with the well known tragic consequences. In 1920 according to
the regulations of the Peace Treaty of Trianon the Hungarian Kingdom lost two third of it’s
territory and - what was even more painful and terrible for the Hungarian Nation - one third
of the ethnic Hungarian population. The real losers of the Peace Treaties were unequivocally
the Hungarians. The Nation lost almost four million Hungarians to the above mentioned
successor states. These on their native land autochthon people lost their Hungarian
citizenship and found themselves in a totally unknown, strange and in the most cases hostile
environment.

Between the two World Wars the alteration of the unjust borders, the retrieval of the ethnic
Hungarian territories was the main goal of the policy, mainly as a consequence of the
impairment and later collapse of the system of the international minority protection, or rather
the paralysis of the League of Nations. This endeavor partly succeeded in the period between
1938-41, due to the fact that - more or less by peacful means - the country could extend its
Sovereignity on the predominantly Hungarian populated areas of former ,historic Hungary”.

After the country’s defeat in World War II., according to the Peace Treaty of Paris, in 1947
t%le borders before 1938 were restored and confirmed, hence the country lost again the — in
fime not so far — regained territories. In the second half of the last century, during the
COmmunist era the minority issue was not important at all. After the communist takeover in
1949 til] the late 80’s the speaking and writing about, or even the mentioning of the problem
of the Hun garian minorities was unacceptable and intolerable for the then political regime.
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After the fall of communism the new democratic Government set up the institutional basis of
the Hungarian minority policy. In the beginning of the 90’s, the three pillar of the Hungaria
foreign policy was laid down. Namely: (1.) euroatlantic integration, acquiring NATO and ful
EU membership; (2.) friendly cooperation with the neighbouring countries and last but "‘i-"{

least the (3.) nationality policy, that is to say the support of the Hungarian minority
communities living outside the territory of the country.

erving of the identity in a non Hungarian speaking environment is the crucial and most
jmportant iSsue; (3) the cultural, spiritual and financial support of the Hungarian communities,
or their initiatives and their organisations is of high importance in relation to both of the
above mentioned two groups of Hungarian people.

These principles were first laid down in the new Constitution of the Republic, which was
adopted by the Parliament as a basic and inevitable element of the transition from socialism

As 1 mentioned before, the case of the Hungarian minorities is very complex. Due f to plural democracy.

historical reasons Hungarians living in masses in the neighbour countries of Hungary but alsg
scattered throughout the rest of the world, as a diaspora. Those communities that are living i
the neighbouring countries are living on their native homeland, which they have never left
They were only stepped over by the borders. Those Hungarians who are living in other part
of the world - mainly on the Western Hemisphere - have left or had been forced to leave
Hungary because of political, economical etc. reasons. It must be stressed that approxims
- in percentage - one third of the Hungarian Nation lives today outside the borders @

Hungary.

The Constitution of the Republic of Hungary (related article to the minority policy of the
Country)

,.Chapter I
General Provisions

Article 6
The largest in number Hungarian communtity can be found in Romania. According to the las
official Romanian census data 1,5 million Hungarians are living in the region Transylvania
Nevertheless the estimated number of this ethnic population is around 1,8 million. Significar
part of these Hungarian people are living in border areas. Contrarily the land of - an ancier
and populous (700 000 souls) Hungarian ethnic group - the Seklers lies in the eastern part 0
Transylvania, 500 km far from the Hugarian-Romanian stateborder.

(1). The Republif: of Hungary repudiates war as a means of dealing with conflicts between
nations and refrains from the use of force against the independence or territorial integrity of
other states. It also refrains from making threats implying recourse to force.

th) 'I'hel :l(epublic of Hungary is working for cooperation with all the peoples and countries of
e world.

In the southern part of Slovakia, along the Hungarian border approximately 600 00!
Hungarian nationals are living. Hungarians are also living in masses in the northern part €
today Serbia-Montenegro, in the region Voivodina. The number of this ethnic community
exceeds 300 000. A relatively large Hungarian community exists also in Ukraine, inhab
the Hungarian-Ukrainan border region. The Hungarian population of Transcarpathia -
western county of Ukraine - reaches the number of 180 000. 4

(3) The Republic of Hungary bears a sense of responsibility for what happens to
Hungarians living outside of its borders and promotes the fostering of their relations
with Hungary.

.....

In_order to achieve these detailed goals Hungary follows a friendly policy towards the
nelghbpuring countries and develops comprehensive bilateral cooperation with them, at the
same time urges an increased international responsibility for the fate and future of minorities
existing anywhere in the World.

In Croatia 20 000, in Slovenia 10 000, in the eastern Province of Austria, in Burgenland l
native Hungarians preserving still today their national identity.

e S SR

Nevertheless Hungarians are also living outside the Carpathian-basin, outside th
geographical unit, which parallels to the territory of the historical Hungarian Kingdom, thé
existed till 1920. The number of these people altogehter, who are living in the rest of th
| world is more than 2,5 million. According to census data and variable estimations: in Eurog
350 000, in North America approximately 1 900 000 people of Hungarian origin are living.

H‘ungary lays stress upon the bilateral cooperation. The country has signed different types of
bllate;ral interstate agreements with its neighbours in order to secure mutually the protection
of minorities on each other’s territory. In the most cases a special mechanism has also been
established: the system of the Intergovernmental Joint Commitees. These international bodies
or boards — which sit regularly, usually once in every year — are the primarily forums for
bilateral cooperation in the field of the protection of minorities. These bodies adopt
recormlm:ndations which the Hungarian Government makes for itself mandatory by generally
accepting comprehensive Government Resolutions. The partner countries not always, not in
every relation follow this Hungarian practice.

The main goal of the policy

As an elemental aim, the Government and the other non-governmental organisations an
foundations, all support the preservation of the identity of Hungarian nationals living

outside the borders of Hungary. g,
Hungary tries to be active in international level too. For Hungarian policy makers is of

¢rucial importance to visualise and focus the international dialogue on the question of the
Hl{nga}nan minority communities and of the minorities at all. The very best example of these
objectives is the latest successful Hungarian initiative: the featuring of the minority issue in
the text of the Constitutional Treaty of the European Union.

The main objectives of Hungary’s policy towards the Hungarian population outside tf
borders is the following: (1) concerning the Hungarians living in the neighbouring countri€
the conservation and preservence of these communities on their native homeland and tk
assistance of their prosperity gets top priority; (2) in the case of the Hungarian diaspora ti
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Supporting the preservation of the identity of the Hungarian minorities includes also
financial assistance of the cultural programs and initiatives of these people and the
organisations. Hungary operates a joint system in allocating financial support for mainl
cultural and educational issues or programs. The joint system means that on the one hand
Hungary and among the Hungarian nationals in the neighbouring countries a complex ag
multifunctional system of public foundations is existing, and this system is partly financed ¢
the national budget. On the other hand the budget of the country secures sources of fung
direct initiatives too, first of all for the achievement of educational and cultural objective
2003 9 600 000 000 HUF / 48 000 000 USD, in 2004 10 500 000 000 HUF / 52 500 000 US
was expended — as financial support — on Hungarian minority programs. This amount to 2
up to approximately 0,2% of the Hungarian State Budget. '

France. By virtue of speaking the same philological language, all Francophones have more
in common than not and thus necessarily means defining a relationship with France. Much
the same applies to Hungary and the Hungarian speakers. The law aims to achieve this
objective. At the end of the day, it is not possible to decouple national culture totally from
political power and political power is, at some level, necessarily vested in the state.

gecond, the broader context of the law is the historic drive to establish a new narrative for the
Hungarian nation in its cultural dimension as a modern community. The break up of Great
Hungary in 1918 was a catastrophe for the Hungarian model of modernity and ever since,
Hungary has been struggling to find a new narrative that would reestablish the model in the
new context. Indeed, this model is essential for Hungary's return to Europe and for Hungary's
succesful membership in the European Union. The law, therefore, is intended to reflect the
requirements of democracy, of the European environment and the needs of the Hungarian
state. However, matters are never as simple as they might appear at first sight and while
prima facie, one might have expected a general approval for Hungary that it should seek to
make its relationship with the Hungarians of the neighbouring states explicit and legible, the
response has been different. By and large, the majority of European states has equivalent
legislation for regulating their relationship with their co-ethnics, but given the de-emphasis
on ethnicity sketched above, this is mostly screened out. What the benefit law has done is to
make this state of affairs transparent and this has caused a degree of embarassment.

Act on Hungarians Living in the Neighbouring States

(The Status or other the Benefit Law)

Hungary is active not only on bilateral and on international level. The leaders of the co niji-
lay a special importance also on the own legislation. The consequence of this approach is tk
Act on Hungarians Living in the Neighbouring States, the so called Status Law or Be
Law which the Hungarian Parliament passed on 19 June 2001. The law unambiguous
expresses the responsibility of the Republic of Hungary for the Hungarian minorities an
it’s present form provides a wide range of cultural and educational benefits for the Hunga a
nationals falling under the scope of the Act. ¢

Hungary as a small state is not all that significant in Europe. It has only limited voice and its
ability to make itself heard is nothing like as substantial as, say, that of Germany or France.
At the end of the day, every state makes provision for the protection of both individual rights
and for the reproduction of the collectivity - the cultural context within which the individual
exercises those right. Collective norms constitute a vital aspect of human agency, the capacity
to act, precisely because these norms ensure that the individual is not culturally naked but is
operating in a context in which action will be understood. This law, by offering options for
the cultural reproduction of all Hungarians, is a significant contribution towards that strategy
and can take its place in other, similar attempts to regulate ethnicity within a civic and etatic
framework

Following the acceptance of the Law by the National Assembly, Hungary had to face seve
critics form its two neighbours. Romania and Slovakia — both with a significant Hung:
minority in Transylvania (Romania) and in southern Slovakia — has called th :
discriminatory and incompatible with European laws on minorities. It was a surp.
development for the Hungarian officials because both countries have — in intention — si
legal documents. The objective of Hungary was to create a formalised and comprehel
law which precisely comprises in one special legal norm all of the regulations related to t

Hungarian minorities living in the neighbouring states.
In effect, by separating citizenship from ethnic identity and constructing a clear definition of

citizen of the Hungarian state and citizens of other states but ethnically Hungarian individuals,
the Hungarian law is enhancing and enriching the concept of citizenship. The critics of the
law presumably not well understood their own underlying, implicit assumptions, which were
themselves ethnically coded, and, therefore, believed sincerely that they were articulating
universalist presumptions.

We have to stress that it is a constitutional duty for any Hungarian government to care abo
Hungarians abroad. Hungarian officials never say that we are the political representatives |
these people. They are citizens of different states and hence should be loyal to them. Bi
these two affiliations - the one to the host state and the one to the 'cultural nation' - are ni

contradictory.

The law was amended last year according to the statements of The Council of Europe's
Venice Commission - in Fall 2001 published - report on the Preferential Treatment of
National Minorities by their Kin-State, which after long and multiple bilateral talks
eventually offered a modus vivendi for every parties. Following the end of the necessarily
long modification process - in the second half of year 2003 - Hungary has concluded an
agreement on the implementation of the Act both with Romania and Slovakia. As a
consequence of this measure Hungary had managed to put a period on the two year long
embarassing and more or less useless disputes with the two neighbours.

This is the background according to which the Hungarian law should be seen. In fact, E l
has a spectrum of policies and corresponding legislation reflecting the underlying ethnic a
of the state, but this tends to be screened out in the determined drive for being seen as Civi€
This helps to explain the contradictions in responses to the benefit law - acceptance co ple
with reluctance. In broader terms, the benefit law can be said to have two dimensions. One @
these is the aim to regulate Hungary's relations with the Hungarian communities in h
neighbouring states, a problem that was not created by Hungary but by the victorious po wer
after 1918. The hard reality is that the very existence of the Hungarian state generates te
between Hungary and the minorities living in the neighbouring states, given the intimacies €

the shared culture. These intimacies exist between all kin states and neighbouring minont?
even when these are thoroughly screened, as between Swiss and Belgian Francophones afl

190 191



The Organizational System and the
Government Office for Hungarian Minorities Abroad

The organizational system of the Hungarian minority policy is very specific. The cen

board of the Hungarian minority policy is the Government Office for Hungarian Minorit ti
Abroad (Office), which is primarily responsible for the coordination of the related activitie
Those ministries which regular activities affect the Hungarians living abroad has usual |._“'
special departement in their organisational structure, which is exclusively responsible for |
professional execution of the different tasks in relation to the Hungarian communities.
also the responsibility of the Office to closely work together with the aforemcntl
organizational units and their officials. In the following I would like to present ma -.."‘-_
details the structure and useful work of this Office and the organizational system itself.

The Office was founded: by the Government Decree 90/1992 (V.29.), with the simulta a{'ﬁ
discontinuation of the Secretariat for Hungarians Abroad at the Office of the Prime Minister

Place in the organizational system of Hungarian public administration:

The Office is a public administrative body with nationwide competence
Government direction and supervised by the Minister Heading the Office of the Prin
Minister through the Political State Secretary responsible for Hungarians abroad.

.’ I
Most important tasks:

The coordination of governmental activities related to Hungarian minorities abroad

— participation in the preparation of government decisions related

Hungarian minorities, in the formulation of the minority policy concept an _
promoting the implementation of this concept;

— cooperation with the ministries (bodies with nationwide competence) in the

activities related to Hungarian minorities, and initiation of relevant declsl I
and statements;

— paying attention to the drafting of laws affecting Hungarian minori'_
formulation of proposals to the legislative program, and maintenance &
contacts with the committees and deputy factions of Parliament;

— participation in expressing opinions about the laws affecting Hunga _f._
minorities, in the preparation of international agreements and, if justi it
initiation of international accords;

— submission of proposals on the most important areas of the budge

support of Hungarian minorities, and coordination of the activities of p n ;
foundations affecting these minorities; :

— coordination of the tasks related to the organization of econc mi
cooperation affecting Hungarian minorities.
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The present government in power has made modifications at the Ministries scope of
duties and competence. Thus, every single portfolio has an official responsible for

maintaining Hungarian—-Hungarian Ties, significantly contributing to carry out the
coordinating tasks outlined above.

Maintenance of Hungarian-Hungarian Ties

— with the political and social organizations, associations, and Churches of the
Hungarian minorities abroad;

— with the NGOs in Hungary whose activities have got to do with the
Hungarian minorities.

From the viewpoint of the work of the Government Office for Hungarian Minorities
Abroad, a very important event was the establishment in 1999 of the Hungarian
Standing Conference (HSC), which is the main consultative forum and organisation
of the Hungarian-Hungarian relationship, operating within an institutional framework
between the Hungarian minority communities and the Hungarian political,
parliamentary forces. The conference sits regurarly, usually once in every year. These
sessions are providing excellent opportunities for coordinating the Governmental
activities related to the Hungarian minorities and reviewing the most important and
actual issues of the Hungarian-Hungarian relations.

The Office is primarily responsible for the organising of the actual sessions of the
Standing Conference. The Secretariat of the Hungarian Standing Conference is also
part of the organisation of the Office.

On the basis of the July 1999 resolution of the Government, the HSC’s special

committees were set up to deal with cultural, educational, social and health, economic,
citizenship and self-government matters and with the special fields of European
integration, in order to work out proposals on the basis of a review of the current
situation, and to forward them directly to the Government. The special committees are
run by the relevant ministries but part of the organizational work and the coordination
are carried out by the Office.

In the closing statement of the November 1999 meeting of the HSC, countersigned by
all participants, the demand arose that the Government should examine the possibility
of legal regulation affecting the Hungarian minorities abroad. After November 1999
committees of experts discussed on several occasions ideas on how to regulate
various areas of the future law; the concept drafted on the basis of these ideas was
codified into a draft text by the Office and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. This draft
was discussed in December 2000 by the HSC meeting, and the proposals made there
were included into the draft. The administrative harmonization of the draft began in
January 2001. During this phase of the drafting of the law, the various ministries
worked out their viewpoints related to the draft law and submitted their comments and
proposals. Following the administrative harmonization, the draft law was put on the
agenda of the 20 March 2001 meeting of the Government which approved it and
forwarded it to the deputies of the National Assembly. The Law was passed by the
Parliament on 19 June 2001. Thus the Act LXII of 2001 on Hungarians Living in the
Neighbouring States was born, with the Office being entrusted with the coordination
of the enforcement.
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Bilateral Relations
— with the governmental bodies competent for minority affairs in the affe ot
countries;

— carrying out the tasks related to the functioning of the intergovernmen
joint committees set up on the basis of interstate treaties. E

- coordination of the support policy of the central administrative bodies
providing the support and of the participating Hungarian public organizations;

— central registration of the applications for support submitted and of the
relevant decisions;

— continuous evaluation of the effect of the provisions of the Act on

Hungarians Living in the Neighbouring States from the viewpoint of the
preservation of the identity, language and culture of the Hungarian national
communities living in the neighbouring countries, and initiation of decisions
on the basis of the findings.

The intergovernmental joint committee system developed in the past years serves
an adequate forum for the bringing up of problems. At the same time, it car ot
said that it would guarantee in every case the finding of a solution. 4

Bringing International Attention to the Problems of the Hungarians Abroad

— Participation in the formulation and representation of the related forej Direction and Structure of the Office:

The Office is- headed by a President appointed and dismissed by the Prime Minister at the
recommendation of the Minister Heading the Office of the Prime Minister.

The President is responsible for the professional direction of the Office activities connected
with the Hungarian minorities abroad, and the implementation of the relevant government
decisions and legal regulations. He determines the internal management conditions and
:sphereslof authority (rules of procedure), and within existing legal rules regulates through
instructions the economy, work performance, administration, and so on, of the Office. He
represents the Office before the ministries, external bodies, and the press, directly manages
the activities of the Secretariat for the Hungarian Standing Conference, the Vice-President, as
well as of the Main Departments for Press and Documentation; for Legal, Administrative and
Personnel Affairs; for Economic Development and for Information; for Develpoment of the
fI‘idulg:_ation and for Maintenance of Contacts with Cultural and Religious Organisations; and
or Finances.

The Vice-President of the Office is appointed and dismissed by the Minister Heading the
Office of the Prime Minister at the recommendation of the President.

policy.
Among other things, the Office actively takes part in the government’s effo ts
extend of the possible advantages of EU integration beyond the borders and t
practice of regionalism. Another task is participation in working out of answers |
questions raised from the viewpoint of Hungarians living abroad in connection Wi
Hungary's EU integration. These answers should on the one hand conform to the.

expectation not to see an increase in security risks, on the other hand, they shot
ensure that the unhindered relations, family and kinship ties of three and half milli
Hungarians living in the neighbouring countries remain intact.

Preparation of Analyses and Forecasts
— in connection with the tasks mentioned above, and paying attention to
interdependence of Hungarian politics and of the minority issue;
— examination of the trends influencing the situation of minorities, prim
that of Hungarians.

The Vice-President has full authority to substitute for the President during the latter’s absence,

coordinf'ates t!:lc t9§ks of the Office in the preparation of government decisions related to

gunganan minorities, coordinates the maintenance of contacts with the organizations of the
ungarian minorities, directly manages the activities of the territorial main departments

_ . : . , and

Informing the Public the Main Department for Strategy and Evaluation. ¥

— initiation and organization of press conferences and meetings.

Currently 85 persons are working at the Office. Due to historical, geographical and practical
reasons _the Structure of the Office is the following: five territorial main departments
(Romlema; Slovakia; the Ukraine; Serbia and Montenegro, Slovenia and Croatia; as well as
Austria plus countries and regions outside the Carpathian Basin) for carrying out the tasks
directly connected with the Hungarian minorities; six functional main departments (for
Slrategy and Evaluation; for Press and Documentation; for Legal, Administrative and
Human Resources; for Economic Development and Information Services; for Educational
Development, Cultural and Religious Relations; Budget Office), as well as the Secretariat for
the Hungarian Standing Conference.

Coordination of the implementation of the provisions contained in the Act L f'
2001 on Hungarians Living in the Neighbouring States 4
— cooperation in the organization of the collection and forwarding of the da
required for the issuance of the Hungarian identity card and the Hungari
dependent identity card; 4

— promotion of the establishment of the public organizations participating

the judging and disbursement of the supports available through compe iti
determined by the Act on Hungarians Living in the Neighbouring States, a
promotion of the creation of the legal frameworks for their cooperation;
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Appeng

Chapter I
Act LXII of 2001
on Hungarians living in neighbouring states GENERAL PROVISIONS
(the consolidated text inclusive of amendments* passed Section 1.

by the Parliament on 23 June 2003)** .
(1) This Act shall apply to persons declaring themselves to be of Hungarian ethnic origin

who are not Hungarian citizens and who reside in the Republic of Croatia, Romania, Serbia

and Montenegro the Republic of Slovenia, the Slovak Republic or Ukraine (hereafter referred

* Act LVII of 2003 on amendments of the Act LXI/ of 2001
to as neighbouring states).

** Non-official translation : _
(2) Unless otherwise provided for by treaties, this Act shall also apply to spouses living with

persons identified in paragraph (1) and to minor children residing withi

' g within a common
household (hereafter collectively referred to as immediate family members) even if these
persons do not declare themselves to be of Hungarian ethnic origin.

« In order for the Republic of Hungary to meet its obligations to Hungarians living o -_-":'
Hungary and to promote the preservation and development of their manifold relations w
Hungary as provided for in Article 6 Paragraph 3 of the Constitution, g

« With a view to the accession of the Republic of Hungary to the European Union and
keeping with the fundamental principles espoused by international organisations, d |
particular by the Council of Europe regarding respect for human rights and protection of tk
rights of minorities; '

« With regard for the generally recognised rules of international law, as well as for
obligations of the Republic of Hungary assumed under international law;

« With regard for the development of bilateral and multilateral good-neighbourly relatio
and partnership and regional co-operation in the Central European region in particular with
view to bilateral treaties concluded by the Republic of Hungary with neighbouring
to maintain good neighbourly relations and cooperation, and to guarantee the righ

minorities and for the need to strengthen the stabilising role of Hungary;

« In order to ensure the well being of Hungarians living in neighbouring states in their hom
state, to promote their ties to Hungary, to support their Hungarian identity and their links
the Hungarian cultural heritage as expression of their belonging to the Hungarian nation;

(3) The Act shall not apply to persons

a) who have lost their Hungarian citizenship due to a voluntary renunciation;

b) whose Hungarian citizenship has been revoked because it ha ,
t
fraudulent circumstances; ause it had been obtained under

Section 2.

g) The Repl}b.lic of Hungary wishes to contribute to the well-being and prosperity of

li:;ugigan.sd lnx{lngbm nelggbourmg states and to the preservation of their cultural and
¢ identity by providing benefits and grants to persons covered by th i

Act and their organisations as laid down in this Act. j o i i

%pTll)Jq provisions of this Act shall be applied in conformity with the obligations of the
4 u lflg of Hungary assux_ncd ut_lder treaties and in keeping with the generally recognised
J.wme:iaosumrtcrnatl.:::':l'al lz;:, 1:111 particular the principles of the territorial sovereignty of states
; sunt servanda, friendly relations amongst states and the respect for human ri :
including the prohibition of discrimination.  Wrprrhe s

« Upon the initiative and based on the proposals of the Hungarian Standing Conferen s
the consultative body working to preserve and reinforce the identity of Hungan
communities living in neighbouring states; N
« Without prejudice to the benefits and grants provided by law for persons of Hun gari
ethnic origin living outside Hungary in other parts of the world; -

Section 3.

g:)) Pe_l'son§ falling within the scope of this Act shall be entitled, under the conditions laid
“90Wn in this Act, to benefits and grants on the territory of the Republic of Hungary.

Parliament has adopted this Act:
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(2) Persons falling within the scope of this Act and declaring themselves to be of Hungarig
ethnic origin shall be entitled to cultural and educational grants at their place of residence |
neighbouring states in order to assist them in preserving their cultural and linguistic identit
Unless otherwise provided for by treaties, this Act shall be applied to the awarding of gran|
claimable on the territory of neighbouring states.

(3) The benefits and grants provided for in this Act shall be without prejudice to the benef
and grants provided by legislation in force for persons of Hungarian ethnic origin but not
Hungarian citizenship living outside Hungary in other parts of the world.

Section 5.
1) Hunga'rian scientists falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraph (1) of this Act shall
have the right to become external or regular members of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
(2) Scientists identified in paragraph (1) are entitled to their research in Hungary to benefits
as laid out in a separate law.
Distinctions and scholarships
Section 6.

(1) The Republic of Hungary shall ensure that persons falling within the scope of this Act, in
recognition of their outstanding and exemplary activities in the service of all Hungarians and
in enriching Hungarian and universal human values, are entitled to distinctions bestowed by
the Republic of Hungary and to titles, prizes or diplomas established by its Ministers.

Chapter 11

BENEFITS AND GRANTS CLAIMABLE BY PERSONS FALLING

WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THIS ACT 0l B
(2) Eligibility criteria for state scholarships shall be set in a way that persons falling within

Culture and sciences the scope of this Act can receive such scholarships.

Section 4. Social Security Benefits and Health Services

(1) The Republic of Hungary shall ensure within its territory to persons falling within ¢ Section 7.
scope of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2): i

a) access to public cultural institutions and services thereof,

b) access to cultural goods for researchers and members of the public,
¢) access to historic monuments and related documentation,

d) access for the purposes of scientific research to archive materials containing pre
personal particulars, if the neighbouring state in which the ethnic Hungarian has his/k
domicile is a party to the international convention on the protection of personal particulars.

(2) Persons falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be entitled
have access to the services of any state-run public library, and the following basic servic

[Abrogated]
Travel benefits

Section 8.

(1) Persons falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2) shall - in accordance
Wlt.h the purpose of this Act and to strengthen their attachment to the Hungarian culture - be
entltled' to travel benefits on scheduled domestic local or long-distance public transport on
the territory of the Republic of Hungary. With regard to railways, such benefits shall apply to
second-class fares.

| free of charge:

| a) visits to the library, (2) An unlimited number of journeys shall be provided free of charge for:
| b) on-site use of certain selected collections held by the library, a) children under six years of age and

| ¢) use of cataloguing tools, b) persons over sixty-five years of age.

d) information on the services of the library and of the library network,
e) borrowing privileges for printed library materials upon registration and under t
conditions laid down in the library regulations. .. j
(3) Further benefits with respect to access of persons falling within the scope of Sectior
| paragraphs (1) and (2) to services offered by state-run museums and public cultu
' institutions shall be laid down in a separate law.

(3) A ninety-percent travel discount shall be provided on domestic long-distance public
transport for

a) persons identified in paragraph (1) four times a year,
b_)_ groups of at least ten persons under eighteen years of age travelling as a group and falling
Wwithin the scope of this Act, and two accompanying adults once a year.

: 4 i i i
o0 T st t beneipellible il varagraph (1)-(3) shall be certified by the (4) The detailed rules related to travel benefits shall be laid down in a separate law.

Ethnic Hungarian card” or the ,Family of ethnic Hungarian card”. (5) The entitlement to benefits available under paragraph (1)-(3) shall be certified by the ,

3 Ethnic Hungarian card” or the ,Family of ethnic Hungarian card”.
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Education
Section 9.

(1) Persons falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2), in accordance with
the provisions of a separate law, shall be entitled to take part in :

a) undergraduate-level college or university education,
b) supplementary undergraduate education,

c) non-degree programmes,
d) doctoral (PhD) and Doctor of Liberal Arts (DLA) programmes,

e) general and specialised further training,
) accredited institutional tertiary vocational training
in Hungarian language at institutions of higher education in the Republic of Hungary.

(2) Students falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2) and participating il
state-financed full-time training programmes specified in paragraph (1), shall be entitled ¢
formula funding on the one hand, and in-cash and in-kind benefits on the other, both bein
part of the appropriations of budgetary expenditure for students, as well as to th
reimbursement of detailed health insurance contributions. Types of grants and additiona
benefits shall be regulated by the Minister of Education in a separate law. :
(3) Persons falling within the scope of this Act shall be entitled to pursue studies a
institutions of higher education in the Republic of Hungary within the framework of stat
financed training in a fixed number to be determined annually by the Minister of Education.
(4) Students falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2) and participating 1
non-state-financed training shall be entitled to apply for the partial or full reimbursement @
the costs of their stay and tuition in Hungary. The terms and conditions of reimbursemen

shall be regulated in a separate law.

Student benefits

Section 10.

Minors falling within the scope of Section paragraphs (1) and (2)pursuing their studiﬁf
institutions of primary, secondary and tertiary education are entitled to student benefits on tf
territory of the Republic of Hungary. Entitlement to benefits shall be certified jointly by th
“Ethnic Hungarian card” or the “Family of ethnic Hungarian card” and the special append!
(Student Pass) appended to it for this purpose. The Student Pass shall be issued by an agen€
laid down in a separate Law. The agency authorised to issue Student Passes shall maintair
record of the information supplied on the application form for ,Ethnic Hungarian cards” af
, Family of ethnic Hungarian cards” and entered into the Student Pass until the date of expil

Detailed rules on access to these benefits shall be laid down in a separate law. ¢
Grants to teachers and instructors |

Section 11.
'(Il) Instructors teaching in an institution of primary and secondary education falling v

the scope of Section paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be entitled to take part in regular furtd
training in Hungary in a fixed number determined annually by the Minister of Educatiof
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Furthermore, u{lless otherwise provided for by treaties, teachers and instructors falling within
the scope of thlshAct shall also be entitled to take part in accredited and recognised regular
training courses held by Hungarian institutions in a neighbouring coun d i

penefits specified in paragraph (2). g try, and to receive the

(2) For the duration of the further training and to the extent stipulated by a separate law,
persons 1de_nt1f?ed' in paragraph (1) shall be entitled to request from the Hungarian
educational institution providing the further training

a) reimbursement of their accommodation costs,
b) reimbursement of their travel expenses, and
¢) a contribution to their costs of enrolment.

(3) Detailed rules on the further training for teachers specified i .
down in a separate law. P in paragraph (1) shall be laid

Section 12.

Instructors and teachers teaching in an institution of primary, secondary and tertiary
education falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2) are entitled to teachers’
!)e.neﬁts on the territory of the Republic of Hungary. Their entitlement shall be certified
jointly by the ,Ethnic Hungarian card” or the ,Family of ethnic Hungarian card” and the
Spccm! appendix to it (the Teacher/Instructor Pass) that serves this purpose. The agenc
authfms_ed to issue such cards shall maintain a record of the information sui)plied on thi
application form for ,, Ethnic Hungarian cards” and ,Family of ethnic Hungarian cards” and
entered into the Teacher/Instructor Pass until the date of expiry. Detailed rules on access to
these benefits shall be laid down in a separate law.

Affiliated training and education programmes in neighbouring states
Section 13.

gx)dTl‘]c Republic of Hungary shall promote the preservation of the mother tongue, culture

establliiiit:tyt ofd ethmc' Hunfggnans living in neighbouring states by facilitating the
: ent and operation of departments affiliated with accredited H lan instituti

of higher education in neighbouring states. SR S st

The financial resources necess isati
ncial re ary for the realisation of these goals shall be set out as targeted
zlppa;opnanons in t_he budget of the Republic of Hungary. The Minister of Educationgshall
- aia zti dletermmanon on the allocation of available resources pursuant to the provisions of a
e law.

g;ghq Republif: of Hungary shall support the establishment, operation and development of
P tutmng of higher etl:lucanon (faculties and departments) using Hungarian as the language
m!;ljrtz:cnon and se;km}gl accrel:ditation in neighbouring states. Applications for the financial
ces necessary for the realisation of these goals may be submitted to th i
Organisation established for this purpose. ’ Sile i
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Educational grants available in neighbouring states

Section 14.

(1) Minors pursuing their studies in the Hungarian language or in the subject of Hungariag
culture in an institution of primary, secondary and tertiary education falling within the scop

of Section 1, paragraphs (1) and (2) with the participation of a non-governmenta

organisation established in a neighbouring state with the purpose of maintaining Hungarian
education and culture are entitled to educational grants as well as grants for the purchase 0!

books and learning materials, and students of higher education, to study grants.

(2) On the basis of a bilateral agreement, recipients of such grants may also include parents
or instructors’ association operating alongside the institution of education. .

(3) The detailed rules related to awarding grants and disbursing funds specified in paragraph

(1) shall be laid down in a separate law.

Employment

Section 15.

Employment on the territory of the Republic of Hungary of persons falling within the scops
of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be governed by the general rules concerning th
issuance of work permits to foreigners in Hungary. Derogation from the general rules may b

provided for by treaties.
Section 16.

[Abrogated]
Tasks of the public service media
Section 17.

(1) The Hungarian public service media shall ensure that information on ethnic Hungg
living in neighbouring states is collected and transmitted on a regular basis, and tf
information on Hungary and the Hungarian people is transmitted to ethnic Hungarians.

This information shall serve the following objectives:

a) to transmit Hungarian and universal intellectual and cultural values,
b) to form a balanced picture of the world, of Hungary and of the Hungarian people,
¢) to preserve the identity, mother tongue and culture of ethnic Hungarian communities.

(2) The Republic of Hungary shall ensure the production and broadcasting of public servi
television programmes for ethnic Hungarians living in neighbouring countries through tk
establishment and operation of an organisation devoted to such purposes, in accordance wit
the European Convention on Transfrontier Television. The financial resources necessary &

this end shall be made available by the central state budget.
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Grants to organisations in neighbouring states
Section 18.

(1) T_hc chuplic of Hungary shall provide grants to organisations in neighbouring states
working to facilitate the preservation of the identity, mother tongue and culture of Hungarian
kin-minority communities.

(2) In o_rder to obta_in such grants, the organisations specified in paragraph (1) may submit
app]l‘catlons to foreign 'organisations (Section 25 paragraph (1)) established for this purpose
provided they promote in particular the following goals:

a) the preservation, furtherance and research of Hungarian national traditions,

b) the preservation and fostering of the Hungarian language, literature, culture and folk arts

¢) support of .higher education for Hungarians in neighbouring states by facilitating the
availability of instructors from Hungary as visiting lecturers,

d) the restoration and maintenance of monuments that form part of the Hungarian cultural
heritage and preservation of the heritage of the countryside.

Chapter III

RULES RELATED TO PROCEDURE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION
OF BENEFITS AND GRANTS

The ,,Ethnic Hungarian card” and
the ,Family of ethnic Hungarian card”

Section 19.

(1) T.he entitlement of persons falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2) to
certain benefits available under this Act shall be certified by the ,,Ethnic Hungarian card” or
the ,, Family of ethnic Hungarian card”.

(2)_From the Hungarian state agency (hereafter referred to as the evaluation authority)
designated by the Government of the Republic of Hungary for this purpose

a) persons fallir}g within the scope of Section 1 paragraph (1) declaring themselves to be of
Hungarian ethnic origin, in the case of minors through their legal guardians, shall be entitled
to apply for an ,,Ethnic Hungarian card”;

b) unless otherwise provided for by treaties, persons falling within the scope of Section 1
paragraph (2), in the case of minors through their legal guardian, shall be entitled to apply for
a ,Family of ethnic Hungarian card”.

(3) P'ersons specified in paragraph (2) subparagraph a) shall upon applying be entitled to an ,,
Ethnic Hungarian card” provided that they

a) are proficient in the Hungarian language, or
b) are

ba) {egis?ered by their state of residence as persons declaring themselves to be of Hungarian
I origin, or
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bb) registered members of an organisation uniting persons of Hungarian ethnic origin and

operating on the territory of their state of residence, or

bc) registered by a church operating on the territory of their state of residence as persons of

Hungarian ethnic origin. 4
(4) Applicants are not entitled to an ,, Ethnic Hungarian card” if they ;

a) already hold a valid , Ethnic Hungarian card”, unless they have re-submitted thei
application due to changes in the information contained therein; [

b) are subject to restrictions on their entry into or stay in, or to expulsion from, the territory

of Hungary;
¢) do not hold the certificate specified in Section 20 paragraph (2).

(5) Unless otherwise provided for by treaties, immediate family members shall (
applying be entitled to a , Family of ethnic Hungarian card” provided that they '

o

a) certify with an official document their family relationship as specified in g

subparagraph b) with a person of Hungarian ethnic origin as specified in paragraph (3), 2

b) apply for the card on the basis of their family relationship with a person of Hungariar

ethnic origin who holds or is entitled to hold an ,Ethnic Hungarian card”.
(6) Applicants are not entitled to a ,Family of ethnic Hungarian card” if they 1

a) already hold a valid ,,Family of ethnic Hungarian card”, unless they have re-sub nitte

their application due to changes in the information contained therein;

b) are subject to restrictions on entry into or stay in, or to expulsion from, the territory o

Hungary;
¢) do not hold the certificate specified in Section 20 paragraph (3),

d) apply for the ,,Family of ethnic Hungarian card” on the basis of their family relationshij

with a person of Hungarian ethnic origin

da) who does not hold the certificate specified in Section 20 paragraph (2);

db) whose application for an ,Ethnic Hungarian card” has been rejected by the eval
authority; or

dc) whose ,,Ethnic Hungarian card” is not valid.

of;
¥
atl(
T

Section 20.

(1) Applications for an ,Ethnic Hungarian card” or a ,Family of ethnic Hungarian caf
shall contain v
a) the applicants' application, passport-size photograph and address, '
b) personal particulars to be recorded on the card (Section 21 paragraph (5)),
¢) the designation of the Hungarian diplomatic mission or consulate participating in |

process,
d) the place and date of the issuance of the certificate.

(2) The Hungarian diplomatic mission or consulate operating in the state of residence

applicant shall issue a certificate to the applicant once the conditions set forth in Section
paragraph (3) are satisfied. ;-
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(3) The Hungar@an dip]oma.tic mission or consulate operating in the state of residence of the
app]!cant‘ shall issue a_cemflcate to the applicant upon the presentation of evidence of the
?%phcant s family relationship with a person falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraph
(4) Evidence that the conditions set forth in Section 19 paragraph (3) subparagraph b) and

Section 19 paragraph (5) subparagraph a) are satisfied shall ied i

relevant official documents. If evidence that the conditions se:) :‘osr:;’hsni)l?%decntjic:: el ;On:raOf thlj
(3) subparagraph b) are satisfied cannot be supplied, the Hungarian diplomatic rsissiilr.lap
consu!atc shall be‘ entitled to request information from non-governmental organisati s
established by ethnic Hungarian communities living in neighbouring states R

(5) If the fulfilment of conditions for the issuance of the certific i
: ' . ate cannot be verified eith
by official documents or the information requested, the Hungarian diplomatic missigln z:

consulate shall not issue the certificate but shall f
s orw :
authority in any case. ard the request to the evaluation

Section 21.

(1) With regard to period of validity, the ,,Ethnic Hungari 7
E] ” an d i

il g card and of the ,,Family of
a) shall expire on the eighteenth birthday of minors holding such cards;
b) shall be valid for five years for persons between eighteen and sixty years of age;
¢) shall be valid indefinitely for persons over sixty years of age. ’
(2) After the expiry of such cards the issuance

. ; su : process shall be repeated upon applyi
dunﬂrllg the period of valldlt_y set forth in paragraph (1) subparagraphs a) and cl; thep.gpyl;gﬁ;:lg
to the card becomes unsuitable to certify entitlement to benefits as a result of five years

having passed after the issuance of the card, the card i
to ensure continued entitlement to benefits. shall e seplace upal upplyiigiin esdor

(3) The evaluation authority shall revoke the card

:} ?f the bearer has provided false information when applying for the certificate or the card;
) .1f the bearer has been granted an immigration permit or a permanent residence permit;
¢) if the bearer has been granted Hungarian citizenship;

d) if the bearer has been recogni
T gnised as a refugee rari
authorities charged with asylum matters: gee or temporarily protected person by the

e) if the bearer has been expelled from, or is subj icti
: ) ect to restri -
territory of the Republic of Hungary: d] restrictions on entry into or stay on the

J) if the card has been forged or used in an unauthorised manner;

) if the fam.ily relz.ltionship entitling the bearer to a ,,Family of ethnic Hungarian card” has
ceased to exist or if the , Ethnic Hungarian card” of the person with respect to whom the
bearer applied for the »Family of ethnic Hungarian card” has been revoked;

) upon the bearer's request.

4) /4 brogated]

() The , Ethnic Hungarian card” and the ,,Family of ethnic Hungarian card” shall contain

the following information:
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a) the bearer's surname and given name (as well as the maiden surname and given name in
the case of women), as officially used in the neighbouring state of residence (written in Latin’
script), as well as in Hungarian for persons of Hungarian ethnic origin; -. (1) Proceedings of the evaluation authority shall be governed by the provisions of Act IV of
b) the bearer's place of birth in the official language of the neighbouring state of residence, as 1957 on the General Rules related to Public Administration Procedures. The costs of public
well as in Hungarian; R administration procedures shall be borne by the State.

¢) the bearer's date of birth and sex;
d) the bearer's mother's name as officially used in the neighbouring state of residence (writter
in Latin script), as well as in Hungarian for persons of Hungarian ethnic origin; "
e) a passport-size photograph of the bearer, his/her citizenship or reference to stateless status;

1) the bearer's signature; | (3) Detailefi rules related to procedure of the evaluation authority, and the order of registering
g) the date of issue and expiry and the document number, as well as s the Cards issued, as well as the content and form of the information contained in the Cards,

h) an explanatory note that the card does not serve as an official identification document o shall be laid down in a separate law.
travel document and does not entitle the bearer to exit or enter a country. .

(6) Entries and certifications required for access to benefits and grants available under thi
Act shall be recorded in the Appendix to the Card, as well as in the Appendices thereto
(Student Pass, Teacher Pass and Instructor Pass) serving the purposes specified in Section I

paragraph (2) and Section 12 paragraph (3). The document identification number and date The financial resources necessary for providing these benefits shall be made available by the
expiry of the independent Appendix shall be recorded in the heading of the Card Appendix. central state budget to the state-run organisations and institutions granting the benefits
; provided for in this Act as well as to the profit-oriented organisations granting travel benefits.

Section 22.

(2) The appligant may institute proceedings in Court against a final administrative decision
on appeal against the first instance decision regarding the issuance or revocation of a Card by
the evaluation authority. The Court may alter the administrative decision and its proceedings
shall be governed by the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure

i

Access to benefits on the territory of the Republic of Hungary

Section 23.

(7) In order to ensure the authenticity of the Card and to supervise the granting of bene
the evaluation authority (or the information processing agency for the purposes of
provisions of the Act) shall maintain records of the information contained in the Cards '
document identification number of the Appendix to the Card, the address of the be
residence in the home-state, the family relationship entitling him/her to the Card, the numbe
and date of expiry of the permit authorising the stay [on the territory of Hungary], and
information specified in paragraph (3). The information contained in the records shall
processed by the information processing agency not later than the revocation or expiry of th
Card. The information contained in the records may, in accordance with the internation
| convention on the protection of personal particulars, be forwarded, for statistical purposes, ¢
J the Hungarian Central Statistical Office (KSH), for the purposes of verifying entitlement an
preventing abuse, to the bodies responsible for granting and maintaining records of
benefits and grants, to diplomatic missions and consulates, to Courts carrying out crimin
proceedings, to law enforcement agencies and the alien policing authority. The informatio
processing agency may release information in its records to the agency exercising offi Cil
functions with regard to the issuance, replacement, revocation and record-keeping of Stude
Passes, Teacher Passes and Instructor Passes. '

Application procedures for grants available in the Republic of Hungary

Section 24.
[Abrogated]

Application procedures for grants available in neighbouring states
Section 25.

(1) Applications for grants available under Section 13 i

_ paragraph (2) and Section 18
paragr{aph (2) .shall be submqted to non-profit organisations established for this purpose in
thc. nenghbourmg state of registered office, registered and operating in accordance with the
legislation of that state (hereafter referred to as foreign organisations).

(2) The civil law contract concluded by and between the public benefit organisation
estal?hsl}ed in Hu{xgary . and the foreign organisation for the purpose of evaluating
applications and disbursing grant funding shall contain the information, supported by

docqmepts, declarations, project documentation, etc., necessary for the evaluation of
applications.

"

. , (8) For the purpose of evaluating applications and examining the existence of
revoking the Card, the evaluation authority may request information from the follow n
bodies:

a) the Central Alien Policing Registry, on whether the applicant is subject to alien poli_
proceedings, on any expulsion from or any restrictions on entry into or stay on the territor y ¢
Hungary, as well as on the details of the residence permit authorising the stay in Hungz 1

b) bodies responsible for naturalisation, on issues related to the acquisition of Hungari

g) Thel public l?cneﬁt o-rganisations operating in Hungary shall evaluate the application on
e basis of tl'xc. information laid down in the civil law contract, as specified in paragraph (2)
and of the opinion rendered by the foreign organisation. ,

(4) Grant funding shall be disbursed to applicants by the Hungarian public benefit

citizenship; ;Jhl'gaxﬁsation on the basis of a civil law contract. This contract shall contain the conditions of
¢) the Central Refugee Registry, on recognition of refugee or temporarily protected perse € grant and the amount thereof as well as the purpose of the use of such funding and the
sthtus. rules related to rendering accounts thereof.
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(5) Detailed rules related to awarding grants and disbursing funds specified in paragraphs

Central registration of grants
(3)-(4) shall be laid down in a separate law.

Section 26.

) . Section 28.
(1) For the purposes of co-ordinating the entire system of grant funding, a central registry o on 28
applications for grants and the relevant decisions made by public benefit organisation
established for their evaluation shall be set up. ol
(2) The central state agency charged with managing the registry shall be designated by th
Government. s
(3) The agency managing the registry shall process the following information:
a) name, permanent address (registered office) and Card number of the person ',-'
organisation) submitting a grant application, g
b) the type of grant sought and

¢) the amount of funding provided.

(4) Information specified in paragraph (3) shall be handled by the agency managing th
registry for a period not to exceed 10 years from the date on which the grant is awarded.;:l

(5) Information from the registry may be made available, in accordance with the inte

convention on the protection of personal particulars, to public benefit organi
established in Hungary and in the neighbouring states for the purpose of evaluating gra
applications, as well as, in a manner not suitable for the identification of specific individual
to the state agencies of the Republic of Hungary charged with providing the finane

resources for grants.

(1) The Government shall be empowered to regulate by Decree

a) the provisions on the designation of the state agency authorised to issue, revoke and
register ,, Ethnic Hungarian cards” and ,,Family of ethnic Hungarian cards”, as \;/ell as on the
assi gnment of thg state agency under which it is located administratively 0;1 the definition of
their competencies and on the rules related to procedure for the iss:Jancc replacement

revocation and registration of such Cards; ’ ’

b) the detailed rules related to travel benefits as laid down in Section 8
: R 3 , paragraphs (1)-(3) for
persons falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2 i i
R scrohio); graphs (1) and (2), on the basis of Section 8
¢) the detailed rules related to student benefits and grants for i ithi
' persons falling within th
of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2), on the basis of Section 10; iy

d)' tl?e detailed rules rcl.ated to of instructors’ further training benefits for persons falling
within the scope of Sectl’on 1, paragraphs (1) and (2) on the basis Section 11 paragraphs (1)-
(3) and of the instructors  benefits provided on the basis of Section 12.

g) ti]ie deltailcd nﬂe;s rt(alz;ted to the disbursing funds for persons falling within the scope of
ection 1 paragraphs (1) and (2) as laid down in Section 1

basis of Section 14 paragraph (3). R o S
J) the detailed rules related to application for ts available i i i i
i gran ailable in the neighbouring countries,

g).thc detgi}ed rules.related to benefits available in Hungary and assistance available in the
gllghl_)m_mng countries for pationals of Member States of the European Unions that do not
b within the scope of Section 1 paragraph (1) and (2), on the basis of Section 27, paragraph

.I.

&

Chapter IV @) The G
e Government shall be empowered, on the basis of Section 3 para
: : ’ h (2
FINAL PROVISIONS conclude international agreements for the purpose of providing benefits inpthe %:lizhbg)g;i;:
countries, as identified in Section 14 paragraphs (1) and (2), and for the purpose of
Section 27. implementing Section 27, paragraphs (3) and (4).

(3) T_he _Govemment will provide for the establishment of Hungarian public benefit
oergamsatlons to evaluate grant applications and award grants provided for in this Act. The
overnment shall also ensure the co-ordination of the activities of public béneﬁt
Organisations already operating for this purpose, the appropriate changes to their foundin
dmtuments and the reallocation of resources within this framework, as well as thg
Ilf-lizlnnteqance of copPem?ion with non-governmental organisations established by ethnic
garian communities living in neighbouring countries.

(1) This Act shall enter into force on 1 January 20022,

(2) From the date of entry into force of the Act on the promulgation of the international
on the accession of the Republic of Hungary to the European Union, the provisions
Act shall be applied in accordance with the acquis communautaire of the European Unior

1.
(3) Pursuant to international agreements, the provisions set forth in Section 10 and Section
shall also apply to pupils enrolled in primary and secondary educational institution
neighbouring country where the language of instruction is Hungarian as well as to
enrolled in an institution of higher education in a neighbouring country and pursuing studs
in Hungarian language or in the area of Hungarian culture. g

(4) Pursuant to international agreements, the provisions set forth in Sections 11-12 sh
apply to teachers of primary and secondary educational institutions of neighbouring st
using Hungarian as the language of instruction or teaching Hungarian culture, as well
instructors of Hungarian culture at an institution of higher education.

Section 29.

(1) The Mipister of the Interior and the Minister of Foreign Affairs shall lay down in a joint
decr?:e — with the consent of the Minister of Education in the case of educational grants —
detailed rules on the requirements as to content and form of the ,, Ethnic Hungarian card” and
the ,,Family of ethnic Hungarian card”.
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(2) The Minister for National Cultural Heritage shall lay down in a decree — with the conser
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs — the availability of services of state-run museums ag
establishment of public education, and the detailed rules related to benefits entitled to on th Prime Minister chapter.
basis of Section 4 paragraphs (1)-(3) and of further benefits as laid down in paragraph (3) fc (3) From the viewpoint of the application of the legal regulati

) rag i fo . ation on the sph
the persons falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraphs (1) and (2). of bodies with national authority, the Office must beg:onsidered as zpbggeyoi;:&mlf:ttizl::

. authority.

J.;r.t,g.(l) The Office is headed by a Chairman, who is appointed and dismisse by the Prime
Minister upon the recommendation of the Minister heading the Office of the Prime Minister.
L (2) The Ofﬁcefs Vici: Chairman is appoined and dismissed by the Minister heading the
i Office of the Pmpe Minister upon recommendation of the Office Chairman.
Art4 The organization and operational order of the Office are established by the Office
Chairman with the approval of the Minister heading the Office of the Prime Minister.
Art.5. The tasks of the Office are:
a) to keep'contim'mus contact with the organizations of the Hungarians living througout the
world — with particular attention to the minorities in the neighboring coutries — and with the
government bodies of the various countries competent in minority affairs;
b) to mutually cooperate in the course of its activities with the relevant ministries, bodies of
national aut_honty, and other organizations, and to coordinate governmental activities
connected with the Hungarian minorities and diaspora;

c)‘ to prepare anglyses and forecasts of all developments which effect the situation of
minorities, primarily of the Hungarian minorities;

d) to examine European and other international developments which affect the settlement of
the minority question;

e) to pay attention to the interdependence between Hungarian politics and the minority

question, to participate in the formulation and representation of the related forei li
to maintain ties with the world of science; &n policy, and

f) to give an opinion about the concepts, legal provisions, and international agreements;

_g) to pay attention to the utilization of the amounts originating from the central budget
u:'ltended to support the Hungarians abroad, and to submit proposals upon the emphasis to be
given to this support;

h) to promote border region, regional, and sub-regional social, cultural, and economic
cooperation;

i) to perform the tasks related to the functioning of the joint i i
Lyt g joint committees set up on the basis of
Art. 6. To effects a com:dination of the implementation of the provisions contained in Law
LXII of 2001'on Hungarians living in neighbouring countries the Office
9) takes part in the orggnigation of the collection and forwarding of the data required for the
;:)suancc of the Hungarian identity card and the Hungarian dependent identity card;
promotes the establishment of the public organizations participating i judgi

) _ pating in the jud; and
gsbursgment'o-f thf? supports available through competition determined by the glLI;%v on

ungarians living in neighbouring countries, and promotes the creation of the legal
eworks for their cooperation;
¢) goordmates'tl']e support policy of the central administrative bodies providing the support
:Il of the participating Hungarian public organizations;
dl;tstpnds to central registration of the applications for support submitted and of the relevant

ions;

-e).cxe.cl_ztes a _contjnuou_s evaluation of the effect of the provisions of the Law on Hungarian
Minorities living in neighbouring countries from the viewpoint of the preservation of the

(2) The Office is a partially independently operating budgetary body endowed with full
authority, and as from 1 January 2003 its budget is in a separate entry in the Office of the

(3) The Minister for Education shall lay down — with the consent of the Minister for Fo
Affairs — the detailed rules on the benefits falling within the scope of Section 5 paragraj

for research in Hungary for external members or members of the executive board of tt
Hungarian Academy of Sciences falling within the scope of Section 1 paragraph (1). '

(4) The Minister of Education shall lay down — with the consent of the Minister for Foreig
Affairs — in a decree the detailed rules related to benefits for persons falling within the
of Section 1, paragraphs (1) and (2) they are entitled to during their participation in high
education in Hungary, in accordance with Section 9. e

(5) The Minister of Education shall lay down — with the consent of the Minister for Fe :f-;';-_
Affairs — in a decree the detailed rules related to the use of the framework amoun:
assistance as laid down in Section 13 paragraph (1). ]

(6) The Minister for National Cultural Heritage shall lay down — with the consent "":i.
Minister for Foreign Affairs — the detailed rules related to assistance for institutions operatin
in neighbouring countries with the purpose of promoting the self-awareness, mother

and culture of Hungarian ethnic communities living in neighbouring countries as laid dow
in Section 18 paragraph (1). ;
(7) The Minister for Education shall lay down — with the consent of the Minister for Foreig

Affairs — the detailed rules related to higher-level education on the subject of Hungari:
culture and of instruction on the subject of Hungarian culture. o

Section 30

In the context of application of this Act, Hungarian culture shall be understood as to inclug
the Hungarian language, literature, history, cultural history and Hungarian science. i

IL.

Government Decree 90/1992. (V.29)
On the Government Office for Hungarian
Minorities Abroad

Art.1. The Government, on the basis of the authority granted in par.1 and par.3 of Art.8
Law XXXVIII/1992 on the state budget, and in the interest of carrying out its state duti
maintaining contacts with the Hungarians living outside the borders of Hungary, crez
with the simultaneous termination of the Secretariat for Hungarians Abroad in the Pril
Minister’s Office — the Government Office for Hungarian Minorities Abroad (hereafi
referred to as Office). e
Art.2.(1) The Office stands under the direction of the Government and under the superv
of the Minister heading the Office of the Prime Minister.
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identitity, language an
neighbouring countries, and initiates decisions on the basis of the findings.

I11.
Bilateral Documents

(This compilation is not a complete, absolute enumeration. It is only the list of those ‘
agreements which text is available in english) -

Romania

TREATY
between the Republic of Hungary and Romania on Understanding,
Cooperation and Good Neighborhood
(September 16, 1996)

The Republic of Hungary and Romania,

- being convinced that good neighborhood, mutual respect and cooperation correspond e
fundamental interests of Hungary and Romania; 8

§4

- reaffirming that they are committed to the human rights and fundamental freedom
democracy, humanism and the rule of law and expressing the conviction that th
enforcement and substantial enrichment constitutes the basis of freedom, justice and peace;

- being guided by their common effort aimed so that Europe becomes a unified continent
peace, security and cooperation for the benefit of all states and peoples, and determined to:

in order to develop such relations which would enable the advancement of these goals;

N

- recognizing that national minorities constitute an integral part of the society of the stz

where they live and taking furthermore into account that their protection forms part
international protection of human rights and as such falls within the scope of intern
cooperation, and that normalization of their cooperation in this field constitutes an im
contribution to stability and understanding in Europe, to the strengthening of demo

their respective countries and to their integration into the European and Euro-Atlan

structures;

- reaffirming their commitment to act in order to implement the purposes and princip

contained in the Charter of the United Nations, the Helsinki Final Act, the Paris Charte

New Europe and other documents of the Organization on Security and Cooperati

Europe;
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d culture of the Hungarian national communities living in th

- being convincefi that the irreversible changes which have occurred in Europe and in their
respective countries open new perspectives in their bilateral relations;

have agreed as follows:
Article 1

1) .Th,? Rt_apublic of' Hungfiry and Romania (hereinafter referred to as "the Contracting
parties") will base their relations on confidence, cooperation and mutual respect.

(2) The Contracting l?ar?ics shall, both in their mutual relations and in relations with other

st.ates, respect thc. principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, the Helsinki

gmal '?th’ tl(lie(lj’ans Chgrter for a New Europe and other documents of the Organization on
ecurity and Cooperation in Europe, as well as other a inci

it Berion r accepted principles and norms of

Article 2

(1) The Contracting Parties shall act in order that Europe as a whole becomes a pea
democratic community of states based on the rule of law and will conm?;ut?i::)l atli;g
safcguard}ng and strengthening of security of this region, and to the guaranteeing of peace
and security based on cooperation, in accordance with their obligations undertaken within the
framework of the Organization on Security and Cooperation in Europe.

2 ’I"hc (?ontracting Parties, in order to strengthen European peace and security, support the
continuation of processes aimed at controlling and limiting European armed forces and
:t;naments tt’(zi the I%ve:dnecessay for defense. They will furthermore support the elaboration
fnew confidence- uilding and confidence-strengthening measures and wi i i
similar steps in their bilateral relations. e i g .

Article 3

(1) The Contracting Parties confirm that they shall, in their mutual relations, refrain from the
Itl;e, or the threat o_f use, of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of

e other Conuactmg Party, as well as from any actions which are inconsistent with the
purposes of the Um_ted Nations and the Helsinki Final Act. They shall also refrain from
Supporting such actions and they shall not allow a third party to use their territory for
conducting similar actions against the other Contracting Party.

(2 Th . . . . s
pe)ace ﬁ?l gzzlt::cnng Parties shall settle any dispute arising between them exclusively by

Article 4

g: antracting Parties confirm that, in accordance with the principles and norms of
mational law and the principles of the Helsinki Final Act, they shall respect the
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inviolability of their common border and the territorial integrity of the other Party. The
further confirm that they have no territorial claims on each other and that they shall not rais

any such claims in the future.

Article 5

(1) The Contracting Parties shall, with the view to implementing the purposes of this Treaty
establish an appropriate framework for cooperation in all fields of mutual interest. i

(2) When implementing this Treaty, the Contracting Parties will attach special attention to
enhancement of cooperation and the extension of relations between the legislative an

executive bodies. 8
(3) They will continue, at different levels, regular exchanges of views in order to ensut
further development and deepening of their bilateral relations and to become mutual
acquainted with each other's views on international issues. Within this framework, the Prim
Ministers will meet at least once a year and the Ministers for Foreign Affairs shall also me

annually with the aim of reviewing the implementation of this Treaty.

(4) Regular meetings of leaders of other different ministries and central agencies shal
provided for in the agreements to be concluded between them. '

Article 6 m

(1) The Contracting Parties will, in order to contribute actively to preserving ai
strengthening of peace and security in the region, support the further development ar
consistent implementation of European cooperation mechanisms. '
(2) If, in the opinion of either of the Contracting Parties, a situation emerges that may prese
a threat to international peace and security or to its own security interests, this Contractif
Party may propose to the other Contracting Party to consider jointly those steps to be ta
order to ease the tension or to eliminate the emerged situation, taking into account
principles and mechanisms enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, as well as tho:
available within the framework of the European cooperation. y

(3) The Contracting Parties shall conduct regular consultations at various levels on questio
of mutual interest concerning security and defense. Upon the request of either Party they shi
inform each other on the fulfillment of their international engagements concerning secuf
and disarmament, stemming from such documents they have both subscribed to.

(4) Cooperation between the military institutions of the Contracting Parties shall be realiz
on the basis of a separate agreement. b

Article 7

(1) The Contracting Parties will broaden their relations and cooperation in internatior
organizations, including regional and sub-regional organizations. They shall mutually :
each other's efforts aimed at integration to the European Union, NATO and the Westt

European Union.
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(2) The Qontracting Parties shall, together with other interested European countries
cooperate in ‘the realization of regional and sub-regional projects and other forms oE‘
cooperation wnth the aim of promoting, in the field of economy, industry. agriculture, ecolo
transport and communication as well as in other fields of mutual interes,t the accelt;ration %}t’"
development of the countries participating in those projects and other fo;-ms of cooperation
They sh?ll encourage the partic%pation of those directly interested in the realization of these:
g;glnt:a :ﬁn;c;)a;;(:ir::.lon and projects, in accordance with the domestic legislation of the

Article 8

(1) The Contracting Parties shall, on the basis of international trade practice and norms

develop their economic cooperation and mutually advanta i
economy. y geous trade in all fields of the

(2) For this purpose they shall, in accordance with their domesti islati

( _ pose y shall, ¢ legislation and oth
international obligations, incite direct contacts and cooperation betwecnglthe participants ?1:
the economy of the two States anFl will endeavor to create favorable conditions for natural
ar;d legal persons 1of both Contracting Parties in order to enable them to exert the undertaking
of entrepreneurial, commercial and other economic activity i i

e pacey, ¢ activity in the territory of the other

(3) The Contracting Parties shall also encourage and promote mutual capital i
shall guarantee their safety. g P mutual capital investments and

(4) The 'Contracting Parties shall pay particular attention to the cooperation in the coordinated,
gntematlonal gmnda{d-confpm development of their national and interconnected
infrastructures, including their energy systems, transport and telecommunication networks.

Article 9

(1) The Contracting Parties shall support mutually advantageous and efficient cooperation in

the field of basi : . : ! .
tOChnolog;, basic and applied research, with special emphasis on modern equipment and

(()i;) The Contracting Parties shall encourage direct contact between, and the shared initiatives
» Scientists and msea{cherjs of the two countries, as well as cooperation between scientific
research institutes and libraries and other institutions specializing in this field.

Article 10
(1) The Contracting Parties shall cooperate, at sub-regional or regional level, in preventing,

reducing and eliminating th i i i itori
ir g the pollution affecting their territori in i i
conditions for their ecological security. ; g

(2) In the event of an ecological catastrophe or of an accident threatening with such

consequences or of the risk thereof the Contracting Parties shall, without delay, inform each

Oﬂlcr c ' . . .
il oncerning the situation which has emerged and on emergency measures they have
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Article 11 ,"

(1) The Contracting Parties will broaden their cooperation between each other and with othe
Danubian states, keeping in view the development of Danubian shipping, the cooperatio
riparian states in all fields representing mutual interest, as well as the prevention, reduction
and control of pollution of the Danube. £

(2) Furthermore, the Contracting Parties shall cooperate on the questions of mutual in :
between the two countries related to the issues of transboundary watercourses, on the basis of
those bilateral and multilateral treaties which the Contracting Parties are, or will be, a party t

Article 12 1

(1) The Contracting Parties shall promote their cooperation in the fields of culture, scien
and education.

(2) The Contracting Parties shall support the development of cultural exchanges between the
institutions, creative associations, non-governmental organizations and associations, as wel
as the exchange of natural persons of the two countries and will conclude for this purpost
inter-governmental and inter-ministerial agreements and work programs. 4

(3) The Contracting Parties shall develop and promote, also on the basis of diree
arrangements, cooperation between universities, other educational institutions and thi
scientific research institutes and centers of the two countries, as well as the exchange 0
pupils, students, teachers, professors and scientific research fellows. They attach particula
importance to cooperation in the field of vocational education and the post-graduate t ainin
of specialists and declare that they are ready to broaden and deepen this cooperation. '

(4) The Contracting Parties shall encourage direct cooperation and exchange
archives, libraries and museums, and shall grant, in accordance with the domestic regulatio
of the given country, access to the source material available in these institutions f@

researchers and other persons of the other country.

(5) The Contracting Parties shall take the necessary measures in order to have the competen
authorities of the two countries examine the issue of recognition of diplomas with a view

conclude an appropriate agreement in this field.

(6) Both Contracting Parties encourage the teaching of the language of the other countr
universities, schools and other institutions, and they shall, for this purpose, grant support f€
the training of teachers and the organization of education.

(7) The Contracting Parties shall support the activity of their cultural centers and will mak e t
a full extent use of those possibilities offered by these centers for developing mutual culturé
exchanges, in accordance with the relevant bilateral agreement. g

(8) The Contracting Parties shall, in the interest of the realization of the aims establish -,‘.-:"
this article and the development of an institutional framework of bilateral cooperation, act!
‘order to conclude a new convention concerning cooperation in the field of culture, educati

and science, as well as other appropriate agreements.
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Article 13

(1) The Contracting Parties shall cooperate in the preservation of their cultural herita i
making the two peoples mutually acquainted with that heritage. eritage and in

2) Th‘? antracting Parties shall endeavor to protect historical and cultural monuments
memorial sites, written and material relics located in their respective territories related to thé
history anfl culture of the other Contracting Party and will support their preservation and will
facilitate, in accordance with their domestic legislation, access to them

Article 14

ThF Contracting Parties shal.l promote the climate of tolerance and understanding among their
citizens c?f different 'ethmc, religious, cultural and linguistic origin. They condemn
ﬁfnoph(')blta‘ and ;ll km(cil of manifestations based on racial, ethnic or religious hatred

scrimination and prejudice and will take effective measures i ’
iy s in order to prevent any such

Article 15
(M

a) In rcg'u}afing the rights apd dutigs of persons belonging to national minorities living on
geu- territories, the Contracting Par'nes undertake to apply the Framework Convention of the
c(?nmlml' of It:“',hurot?tzgh for t?e protection of national minorities, if more favorable provisions

cerning the rights of persons belonging to national minoriti ist i i
domestic legislation. : it e

b)- Without prejudice to the contents of the preceding paragraph, the Contracti i

with the aim o_f protpcting and developing the ethnic, gultug;l,) li’nguistic anc;: t:;?gli)g:;: ?;:232;
of {he Hunganan minority in Romania and the Romanian minority in Hungary, apply as legal
obli gations the provisions defining the rights of persons belonging to sucl; minorities gas
contamec! in the documents of the United Nations, the Organization on Security and
Cooperation in Europe and the Council of Europe, listed in the Annex of this Treaty.

(2) Thf: Contracting Parties shall reconfirm accordingly, that the persons referred to in the
preceding pgagraph shall have, individually or in community with other members of their
group, thg nglft to freely express, preserve, and develop their ethnic, cultural, linguistic and
:lhglops identity. Accordingly, they shall have the right to establish and mai;tain their own
enﬁ:r;éo?:l,s e(::(lh\l{gaﬂmatr;fy r;ligioqsl insfiitutiltlms, organizations and associations which are
inancial an ibuti i i
b M other contributions, as well as public support in

(3_) Tl}e (;onn'acting Parties shall respect the right of persons belonging to the Hungarian
minority in Romania and the Romanian minority in Hungary to use freely both orally and in
mt:;g theﬁr mother tongue in private a:_xd in public. They shall take the necessary measures
ki lll(‘;: that such persons can lm their mother tongue and have adequate opportunities for
R Sg educated ?.nd trained in this language at all levels and forms within the framework of

tate cducatl?n system, according to their needs. The Contracting Parties shall ensure the
Conditions allowing the use also of the mother tongue of these persons in their relations with
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local administrative and judicial authorities, in accordance with the domestic legislation ang
the international obligations the Contracting Parties have subscribed to. These persons
have the right to use their surnames and first names in their mother tongue and to have ther
officially recognized. In areas where persons belonging to the minority concerned live ir
substantial number, both Parties shall allow the display, also in the language of the minoritie

the traditional local denominations, street names and other topographical indications intende
for the public. -

(4) The Contracting Parties shall respect the right of persons belonging to national minoritie
to have access, in their mother tongue, to information and to the electronic and printed medi
as well as to freely exchange and disseminate information. The Contracting Parties shall
within the framework of their domestic legislation, grant the possibility to establish ag
operate their own media. ¥

(5) The Contracting Parties shall ensure the right of persons belonging to the minorities
effectively participate, individually or through their parties or organizations, in the poli
economic, social and cultural life and, through their representatives elected to central a
local public authorities and administrations, in the settlement of issues representing nation
or local interests. Both Contracting Parties shall, in the process of decision-makin
concerning questions related to the protection and enforcement of the national identity ¢
these persons, consult the organization, political parties or associations of these persons
according to democratic decision-making procedures as provided by the law.
(6) The Contracting Parties shall respect the cultural and historical heritage of nation:
minorities and shall support their efforts to preserve the architectural monuments
memorial sites related to minority culture and history, and will take appropriate measures |
allow citizens living in regions of mixed population to become acquainted with Hungar i3
and Romanian cultural values. '

(7) The Contracting Parties shall respect the rights of persons belonging to national min oritie
to maintain free contacts among themselves and across frontiers with citizens of other States
as well as to participate in the activities of national and international non-governments
organizations. .

(8) The Contracting Parties agree that, in the exercise of the rights referred to in this 2 icl
persons belonging to national minorities, similarly to any other citizen of the state conce: net
shall respect the national legislation and the rights of others. These persons shall enjoy
same rights and have the same duties of citizenship as other citizens of the State in whic
they live.

Ll
(9) Without prejudice to measures taken in pursuance of their general integration policy, th
Contracting Parties shall refrain from policies or practices aimed at the assimilation |
persons belonging to national minorities against their will and shall protect these pe SO!
from any action aiming at such assimilation. They shall further refrain from measures whie
by altering the proportions of the population in areas inhabited by persons belonging |
national minorities are aimed at restricting the rights and freedoms flowing from th
international standards and norms listed in paragraph 1 of this article. X
(10) The Contracting Parties shall assist each other in observing the implementation of tk
present article. For this purpose they will also examine, in the framework of the reguli
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consultations referred to in Article 5 of this Treaty, those questions of their bilateral
cooperation related to national minorities concerning the implementation of this Treaty and
shall egtablish. an intergovernmental expert commission. They will cooperate in the
appropriate operation of the mechanisms of the Organization on Security and Cooperation in
Europe and the Council of Europe verifying compliance with obligations contained in the
documents of these organizations and to which the Parties have entered into.

(11) The Contracting Parties shall cooperate in further developing the international legal
framework for the protection of national minorities. They agree that they will apply as part of
this Treaty the provisions relating to further developing the rights of persons belonging to
natigx:al minorities contained in those international documents to which they will subscribe in
the future.

(12) Neither of the obligations contained in the present article shall be interpreted as implying
any right to engage in any activity to perform any act contrary to the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations, other obligations of international law or the Helsinki
Final Act and the Paris Charter of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
including the principle of the territorial integrity of states. ’

Article 16

Tht:‘. Contracting Parties shall develop their cooperation in the field of mass media. They shall
facilitate free flow of information relating to the social, political, economic, cultural and
sci_enti_ﬁc life of their countries and shall support all efforts aimed at becoming mutually and
objectively acquainted, understanding each other and overcoming prejudices.

Article 17

(1) The Contx_‘acting Parties shall develop and support cooperation in the fields of health care
and research in the medical sciences.

(2) The Contxjactin.g Pa.rties shall furthermore urge cooperation, in the interest of citizens of
each other sojourning in the territory of the other Contracting Party, in the field of social

security and social protection, and they will examine the possibility t
b this offsct: possibility to conclude agreements

Article 18
The (?ont;acting Parties shall support the broadening of direct contacts between political
organizations, trade unions, churches and religious communities, foundations, organization of
Women, youth, sport and associations of other type.

Article 19
(1) The Contracting Parties shall support and facilitate direct contact between their citizens.
(2) The Contracting Parties shall extend their consular relations and will simplify border
Crossing and custom control, including the opening of new border crossing points and the

enlargement of the existing ones to the extent of their possibilities, in order to facilitate the
traffic of persons and goods. They will conclude appropriate agreements for this purpose.
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Article 20 and Mutua}l Asﬁstam_:e between the Hungarian People's Republic and the Socialist Republic
. . , _ I 4 of Romania", signed in Bucharest, February 24, 1972, is no longer in force.

(1) The Contracting Parties shall, in accordance with the treaties in force, grant each othe

mutual legal assistance in civil, family and criminal law matters and they will develop, und

separate agreement, the cooperation between their police bodies.

Article 25

This Treaty shall be registered with the Secretariat of the United Nations, in accordance with

(2) The Contracting Parties shall cooperate in preventing and combating organized Article 102 of the Charter.
with special emphasis on terrorism, illicit traffic in drugs, unlawful seizure of ai
smuggling and illegal traffic of cultural, historical objects and valuables and of museu
pieces. They express readiness to cooperate in this field also within an internati

framework.

Done at Timisoara, th'is 16th day of September, 1996 in two original copies, both in the
Hungarian and Romanian languages, both texts being equally authentic.

For the Republic of Hungary For Romania
Article 21

(1) The Contracting Parties will settle all their disputes concerning the interpretation
implementation of this Treaty through direct consultations and negotiations. After that poh
when both Contracting Parties have become Party to an international multilateral treaty o
peaceful settlement of disputes, those disputes referred to in this article that could nc
settled through direct consultations and negotiations within a reasonable time, will be
according to procedures prescribed in the above mentioned international multilateral t
provided that the obligations to be assumed under that treaty would encompass disputes ¢
this kind. '8

Annex
List of documents referred to in Article 15, paragraph (1) b),
of the Treaty on Understanding, Cooperation and Good Neighborhood
between the Republic of Hungary and Romania

l.'Docu_ment of June 29, 1990 of the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference on the Human
Dimension of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe; N

(2) The Contracting Parties shall endeavor, whenever necessary, to insert in their bilater
provisions under which they may submit their disputes concerning the interpretation |
implementation of such treaties to available mechanisms of settlement of disputes. :

2. Declaration of December 18, 1992, of the General Assembly of the United Nations on the

Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities
(Resolution 47/135); ¢ Minorities

3. Recommendation 1201 (1993) of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe on

an additional grotocol on the rights of national minorities to the European Convention on
Human Rights.

Article 22 «

The present Treaty is not aimed against any third state and shall not prejudice the rightéi

obligations of either Contracting Party flowing from its bilateral or multilateral trea
concluded with other states.

Agreement
between the Government of Romania
and the Government of the Republic of Hungary

1]

.I.

Article 23 The Government of Romania and the Government of the Republic of Hungary, hereinafter

referred to as ,the Parties”,

+4]

The present Treaty is concluded for a period of ten years. Its validity shall be automati cal
extended, for further five year periods, unless one of the Contracting Parties, at least one ye
before the given validity period expires, notifies the other Contracting Party in writing of i
intention to renunciate. '

Guided by- a joint effort to strengthen their bilateral relations in the spirit of mutual
understanding and good-neighbourly co-operation,

3 Bearing in mind the Treaty on understanding, co-operation and good-neighbourliness

Article 24 4 - between Romania and the Republic of Hungary, signed in Timisoara, on the 16th of
September 1996, in particular the provisions concerning the protection of the rights of
Persons belonging to national minorities, acknowledging that providing effective equality in

Contracting Parties and shall enter into force on the date of exchange of the instruments ¢ nght§ and chances for the national minorities living in their respective countries and creating
ratification. The Contracting Parties take note that the "Treaty on Friendship, Coope atil conditions for them to prosper in their land of birth, constitute an indispensable contribution

&

This Treaty shall be ratified in accordance with the constitutional requirements of bot
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to the stability of the region and to the creation of a future Europe, based on values a

cultural and linguistic diversity and tolerance, .
|

Led by the Declaration on Strategic Partnership between the Government of Romania :_
the Government of the Republic of Hungary, signed in Budapest, on the 29th of Novembe
2002, :

280

Hungarian culture may enjoy, on the territory of the Republic of Hun benefits for th
support of their studies, on the basis of their pupil/student quality in ROI%:;I?;’&. o

Article 5

The Romanian Party notes that Romanian citizens teaching i i i

_ ' g in Hungarian language or in the
?iclc_i of Hungarian _culture in elementary schools and high-schools or in highg:r Educational
institutions may enjoy, on the territory of the Republic of Hungary, benefits for teachers and
professors for the support of their teaching activities, on the basis of their teacher/professor
quality in Romania.

Taking into account the prospective membership of the two countries in the European Unig

Willingful of promoting the European values and standards,

Guided by the willingness to promote the preservation and development of the cultural ag
linguistic identity of the persons belonging to Romanian and Hungarian national minoritig
living in the two countries, in order for the citizens to have better knowledge on the cultu
and language of the other State, in conformity with the international treaties on the matter, |

force between the two States, :
d

Bearing in mind the provisions of the European and international documents in the field
the protection of the rights of persons belonging to national minorities and i
recommendations of the European institutions, in particular the OSCE High Commission
on National Minorities and the European Commission, 4

Article 6

The Parties convened that the ,School” Foundation, in conformity with the Romanian

legislaFion, qjsttjibu.tes, by contest, on the basis of projects, educational benefits, for
educ?nqnal institutions or for individuals for the purpose of scholarships, on a ’non—
discriminatory basis. ’

Article 7

p The Hl{ngaﬁan Certificates for Romanian citizens shall be used only on the territory of the
Guided by the provisions of the Venice Commission’s report on the preferential treatment ¢ Republic of Hungary;
national minorities by their kin States, setting forth the conditions in which the involveme

of the kin State is legitimate, as the respect of the territorial sovereignty, pacta sunt servan
the principle of good neighbourliness, respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms,
particular the principle of non-discrimination, .

Article 8

The Government of the Republic of Hungary strives to take the nec i

bnng ic Certificates into conformity av?i(th the Recommendatif;ls:r}(;; tetgz mEE:g;L;E

institutions, including those of the European Commission of December 2002

Have agreed upon conditions with regard to implementing the Law on Hungarians Living |

Neighbouring Countries concerning Romanian citizens, as follows: y
4 ltite " The -Govcfn'lme_nt. of tl.:le Republic of Hungary agrees that the Hungarian citizens of Romanian

ethnic origin living in the Republic of Hungary shall be granted, in accordance with the

Romanian relevant legislation regarding the support for the Romanian minorities living

abroad .and on the basis of {eciprocity, the same level of facilities as those granted to

Romanian citizens of Hungarian ethnic origin living in Romania, in accordance with the

legal framework in force between Romania and the Republic of Hungary on this matter.

Article 10

Article 9

The Romanian citizens of non-Hungarian ethnic origin shall not be granted any Ce if "
and, on this basis, shall not be entitled to apply for any benefits set forth by the Law
Hungarians Living in Neighbouring Countries.

Article 2 3

The Parties note that the entire procedure of granting the certificate (receiving |
applications, issue, distribution) takes place on the territory of the Republic of Hunga
including the Hungarian diplomatic and consular missions as to the receiving of applicatio

Article 3

gn the entry into force of this Agreement, the Memorandum of Understanding between the
L:vemmem of lRomalnlg and the Government of the Republic of Hungary concerning the
AW on Hungarians Living in Neighbouring Countries and Issues of Bilateral Co-operation
signed in Budapest, on the 22" of December 2001 shall terminate its validity. ‘

The Parties acknowledge that non-governmental organisations established by the
Hungarians on the territory of Romania shall not issue any recommendations concerning
ethnic origin or other criteria, as far as the procedure of granting the Certificate is concer

Article 4

Article 11

This Agreement shall enter i
nto force on the date of the latter notification regarding th
1 e
fulfilment of the domestic procedures necessary for the entry into force of this Agreemeﬁt.

The Romanian Party notes that Romanian citizens which are pupils in elementary schot

and high-schools and learn in Hungarian language, as well as the students studying
Hungarian language in higher educational institutions or attend classes in the field

Slgngd in Bucharest, on the 23 September 2003, in two original copies, each of them in the
English language. i
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Slovakia

TREATY
on Good-neighbourly Relations and Friendly Co-operation
between the Republic of Hungary and the Slovak Republic
(March 19, 1995)

The Republic of Hungary and the Slovak Republic (hereinafter referred to as "the Contractin
Parties"), J

Being convinced that the historical change that took place in Europe and in their respect
countries offer unprecedented opportunities for resolving the common tasks that derive fro
the development of their bilateral relations in a spirit of good neighbourliness and

co-operation,

Making efforts to contribute to building Europe, in the framework of current integratic
processes, as a continent of peace, security and prosperity, .

Confirming that respect for, and implementation of human rights and fundamental freedos
and the principles of democracy, the rule of law and humanism constitute the basis

freedom, justice and peace,

Recognising that persons belonging to national minorities constitute an integral part
society and of the State of the Contracting Party on whose territory they live and tl
concurrently contribute to the enrichment of the life of their societies and to buildi
confidence, friendship and co-operation between their countries, and declaring that the |
responsibility for granting protection to, and promoting preservation and deepening
national or ethnic, cultural, religious and linguistic identity of the minorities living Wit
their respective territories, 3
Confirming they are guided by the principles laid down in the Charter of the United Natic
the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference on Security and Co-operation on Europe, the P4

Charter for a New Europe of the Conference on Security an Co-operation on Europe &
other documents adopted by the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, '

Being convinced that the further development of friendly relations and co-operation bz _‘ d
new foundations meet the vital interests of their countries and peoples,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
The Contracting Parties shall develop their relations in the spirit of good neighbourlink
confidence and friendly co-operation and shall maintain a dialogue in all the areas of mul

interest. a

- |
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Article 2

The Contracting Parties, in their mutual relations as well as in their relations with other Stat

shall r‘espect the.generally accepted principles and norms of international law, in parti ICS,
thelpnnmples laid down in the Charter of the United Nations, the Helsinki I,TinalpA lcl.lthm-
Paris Chgrter for a Nc_ew Europe and other documents adopt \’Nithin the framework Ctt,' the
Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe. oo on e

Article 3

(1) The Contracting Parties, in accordance with the princi i
, rda principles and norms of int i
confirm, that they shall respect the inviolability of their common state border aneltlin:;l:l;]z]ﬂi:fs’

territorial integrity. They confirm that they have no territori i :
Rcaiseany mch clatme in the fture; y rritorial claims on each other and will

gl T:: g}izéractinti Patll;tries dcc;lare that, in their mutual relations, they shall refrain from the
or the threat of use of force against the territorial integri iti
. 0 1
mde%)crtl)dence, or from other acts or support for any such actions against th%nott);lcrrPsno;t':li::
:;ou dh cl:l contrary to thcl Charter of the United Nations or to the international law, and that
ey shall not allow a third Party to use their territory for conducting similar actior;s against

the other Party. They shall settl i isi .
B y ettle any disputes arising between them exclusively by peaceful

Article 4

(1) If, in the opinion of either of the Contracti i i

( ) : ting Parties, a situation has emerged i

;nwtirnanoqal I:e!anons thgt may present a threat to international peace and securit%r orl?o t?tz

miizuggtutﬁz;estg,ghﬂtng Party n(;:y request a consultation with the other Party in order to
ami mi o towards easing or eliminating the tension, in conformity wi

pnnctples of the Chart'er of the United Nations and the principles c’)f the Or am!za?lth ;‘he

Security and Co-operation in Europe. ’ o

‘()2f)r;fl‘h:u (io_ntracting Parties_ shall coqduct regular consultations at various levels on questions
shal}u al interest concerning security and defense. Upon the request of either Party, the
provide information on the fulfilment of their international undertakings concéming

security and disarmament. Their bi : :
| e —y eir bilateral relations in the defense area shall be governed by a

Article 5

b . _ :
(I) The Contracting Parties shall, with a view to implement this Treaty, establish an

appropriate frame for co-operation in every field of mutual interest.

(2) The Contracting Parties attach special significance to co-operation and the development

of relations between their legislative and executive bodies.

A 3 . .
- (3) The Contracting Parties shall hold regular consultations at various levels with the view to

er development and deepening of their bilateral relations and of mutual acquaintance

wi . . . + .
| th their positions on international issues. The Prime Ministers shall, within this framework,
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have at least once a year a meeting and the ministers for foreign affairs shall also meet |
least once a year to access the implementation of this Treaty.

(3) The Contracting Parties, in furthering the adoption of specific measures aimed at
enhancing the protection of the environment, shall conclude a separate intergovernmental
agreement regulating co-operation in accident risk reduction, the system of early warning on
accidents occurred and that of the elimination of their consequences.

3
(4) Co-operation among other sectors of administration, including regular meeting of th
leaders, shall be governed by agreements concluded between the sectors concerned. .;
_ A
et ¢ rticle 10
(1) The Contracting Parties shall by using the latest technology, expand their co-operation i
the development of the infrastructure of air, railway, road, waterway, maritime, pil;)cline anlg

The Contracting Parties confirm that their interests and endeavours are identical in relati __
combined transport and in postal and telecommunication services.

their integration into the European Union, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation and |
Western European Union and in relation to the Council of Europe and the Organisation
Security and Co-operation in Europe, and they declare they resolve to extend each otk

support in this respect.

(2) The Contracting Parties confirm that land-locked States have the right of access to th
- and to the freedom of transit related to this right and that the st
S other States in this respect. y are ready 1o co-operate with
Article 7
. . . : o N Article 11
(1) The Contracting Parties shall, in the framework of developing their bilateral relations |
in the process of their integration into the European Union, promote a mutually advan The Contracting Parties, in accordance with the i :

L : ZEE . ’ manifold develo t of - i
co-operation in the ﬁeld_of economy, par_ucularly in industry, agriculture, trade, transpor t are ready to increase the permeability of their borders, includjngptlgznol:)eﬂggggon:\ze&?g:’
expedition, telecommunications and services. E? crossing points, in accordance with the possibilities and needs of the two Contracting Parties .
(2) The Contracting Parties shall create conditions for developing various forms of e u-f_'
co-operation in the border region at regional and local levels, including co-operation betw
legal entities and natural persons. '

Article 12

(1) The Contracting Parties shall promote their co-operation i .
and education. peration in the field of culture, science

(3) The Contracting Parties shall attach importance to co-operation between higher-lev _’ S€
governing units, towns and villages, in conformity with their competence and with
principle of subsidiarity. %

(2) The Qontracting Parties consider as the basic form of cultural, scientific an educational
co-operation between their countries such co-operation as is based upon the mutual demands
and interests of groups founded on the initiative of institutions, organisations, associations
_fedtl:rgtlons, communities, local-government authorities or citizens, or, upon’ those of tht;
individuals th-etpselvcs. They shall support, on the basis of respective agreements and
programmes, initiatives designed to promote mutual acquaintance and closer ties between
state, social and private institutions, organisations, associations and natural persons.

Article 8

The Contracting Parties shall support co-operation in the field of science and techn c
They shall promote the creation of conditions for effective co-operation in basic and
researches with special emphasis on modern technology and support direct contacts betwe
and common initiatives of the scientists and fellows of scientific and research institutes of () The Contracting Parties shall promote co-operation between schools and oth

two countries. i educational establishments and scientific research institutes, and exchange of a;upi?s ;;
e elementary and secondary schools, students of higher education institutions, teachers and

Article 9 scientists.

ﬁ)) Thc Contracting Parties shall facilitate scientific research activities in the archives
1oraries, museums and other institutions of similar nature on their territories, including tht;
granting of access to materials kept by those institutions.

(1) The Contracting Parties, motivated by their interest concerning care for the natu
environment and preservation of acceptable living conditions for future generations, shall
operate in environmental and nature protection aiming at preventing and redu@
environmental pollution, especially as regards trans-frontier pollution.
(5) The Contracting Parties shall, on the basi i

R ) asis of the respective agreements, recognize
certificates on school and professional education as well as on academic and research dcgl'oes

(2) The Contracting Parties, in accordance with relevant agreements and, above all
of the other Contracting Party, issued in accordance with the respective domestic legislation.

operating with the European Union and its member States, shall develop their co-ope !
the field of environmental protection and take part in the development and implementatior
the Union's co-ordinated international strategy concept. b (6) The Contracting Parties shall support the teaching of the language of the other

ol Cor_ltracting Party in schools and other educational institutes alike. To this effect they shall
assist one another in linguistic training and further education of teachers.
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(7) The Contracting Parties shall endeavour to expand the opportunities in their institution s of
higher education for gaining acquaintance with the culture, literature and language o
other Contracting Party and for promoting the Hungarian and Slovak language studies in sugl

institutions.

(8) Each Contracting Party shall ensure within its country, on the basis of mutual agreement
conditions necessary for functioning of cultural centres of the other Contracting Party.

Article 13

(1) Each Contracting Party shall endeavour to preserve the historical and cultural monumen
and the memorial sites of the other Contracting Party located within its territory. h

i
iy

(2) The Contracting Parties shall proceed to exchange of cultural values and archive material
on the basis of agreements between the ministries concerned.

Article 14

The Contracting Parties shall strengthen the climate of tolerance and understanding

their citizens of different ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic origin. The Contractin
Parties, in accordance with their obligations under international law, shall ensure equal at
effective protection of rights of every person on their territories irrespective of race, sk
colour, sex, language and religious, political or other conviction or national or social origin.

Article 15

(1) The Contracting Parties confirm that protection of national minorities and of the rigt
and freedoms of persons belonging to those minorities forms an integral part of t
international protection of human rights and as such falls within the scope of international &
operation and, in this sense, it is therefore not an exclusively domestic affair of the Stat
concerned but constitute a legitimate concern of the international community.
Contracting Parties recognize tat their co-operation in this field contributes to t
strengthening of good-neighbourly relations, mutual understanding, friendship ar
confidence between their countries and, at the same time, to the consolidation of internation
security, stability and European integration. !

(2) The Contracting Parties, in protecting the national minorities and the rights of pel
belonging to those minorities, are guided by the following principles:

1

(a) membership of a national minority shall be a matter of free personal choice and.
disadvantage shall result from the choice of such membership, '3

(b) all persons belonging to a national minority shall be equal before the law and have equ
protection of the law. In this respect, any discrimination based on belonging to a natior
minority shall be prohibited, i

(¢) persons belonging to national minorities shall have the right, individually or i
community with other members of their group, to freely express, maintain and develop the
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ethnic, cultural, linguistic or religious identity and to maintain and develop their culture in all
its aspects,

(d) reaffirming the aims of their general integration policy, the Contracting Parties shall
refrain from policies and practices aimed at assimilation of persons belonging to minorities
against their will, and shall protect these persons from any actions aimed at such assimilation.
The Contracting Parties shall refrain from measures that would alter the proportions of the

pulation in areas inhabited by persons belonging to national minorities and which aim at
restricting the rights and freedoms of those persons that would be to the detriment of the
national minorities,

(e) persons belonging to national minorities shall have the right to establish and operate, in
conformity with their respective legislation and with the objective of maintaining
development and transfer of their identity, their own organisations and associations, including’

litical parties and educational, cultural and religious organisations. Both Governments shall
create legal conditions to this effect,

(f) persons belonging to national minorities shall have the right to take part effectively at the
national, and where appropriate, at the regional level, in the decisions affecting the minorities
or the regions inhabited by the minorities, in the manner which is not incompatible with
domestic legislation,

(g) persons belonging to the Hungarian minority in the Slovak Republic and those belonging
to the Slovak minority in the Republic of Hungary shall have the right to use freely
individually or in community with other members of their group, orally or in writing, thei;
mother tongue in public or private life. They shall also have the right, in conformity with the
dOl'l‘l'CSth law and with the international commitments undertaken by the two Contracting
Partl.es_, to use their mother tongue in contacts with official authorities, including public
admnlm.stra!tion, and in judicial proceedings, to display in their mother tongue the names of
{nuglcxpahties in which they live, street names and names of other public areas, topographical
indications, inscriptions and information in public areas, to register and use their first names
and surnames in this language, to have - without prejudice to the learning of the official
language or the teaching in this language - adequate opportunities in the framework of the
Sta.te educational system for being taught their mother tongue or for receiving instruction in
thelr.mother tongue and the right of access to public mass media without discrimination and
the nght to their own media. The Contracting Parties, in accordance with their international
commitments, shall take all the necessary legal, administrative and other measures for the
unplqmentation of the aforementioned rights unless their respective domestic law already
contains such provisions,

(h) i". accordance with point (c) of this paragraph they shall create the necessary conditions
enab'lmg the persons belonging to national minorities to preserve their material and
architectural memorials and memorial sites constituting their cultural heritage, history and

traditions.

(3) The Contracting Parties agree that the same rights and duties flowing from their
cltlzeng.lpp shall be applied to the persons belonging to national minorities shall as to any
other citizens of the State concerned.

(4) The Contracting States declare
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(a) that as regards the regulation of the rights and obligations of persons belonging to nationa
minorities living within their respective territories they shall apply the Framework
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities adopted and signed by the Contracting
Parties on 1 February, 1995, as from the date of ratification of the present Treaty and of th
above Framework Convention by both Contracting Parties, unless their respective dome
legal systems provide a broader protection of rights of persons belonging to nationa
minorities than the Framework Convention,

(b) that without prejudice to the content of the previous paragraph (a), they shall appl;
defending the rights of persons belonging to the Hungarian minority in the Slovak Repub i
and the Slovak minority in the Republic of Hungary, the norms and political commitment
laid down in the following documents as legal obligations:

- Document of June 29, 1990 of the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference of H _ a
Dimension of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe; 16l

- Declaration 47/135 of the General Assembly of the United Nations on the Rights of Persor
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities; il

- Recommendation 1201 (1993) of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europ:
respecting individual human and civil rights, including the rights of persons
national minorities. i
9
(5) Nothing in this Article shall be interpreted as implying any right to engage in any 2 ctivi
or perform any act contrary to the fundamental principles of international law and_
particular of the sovereign equality, territorial integrity and political independence of States,

(6) The Contracting Parties shall co-operate to assist one another in following
implementation of the content of this Article. They shall therefore consider the
which they can, in the framework of their mutual co-operation, and on the basis paragraph
of Article 5 of the present Treaty and in the spirit of mutual understanding and confiden
exchange information about, and experience with, questions relating to the application of |
present Article. To this end, they shall set up an intergovernmental joint commission, en itle
to make recommendations, consisting of section whose composition will be determined:
they deem necessary. In monitoring the implementation of their commitments in the field
protection of national minorities, the Contracting Parties shall apply the rules of the Coung
of Europe and the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe that are bindil
upon both Contracting Parties. 1

) |
anner

Article 16 £ .

(1) The Contracting Parties shall support manifold co-operation on the field of health
sanitary hygiene and pharmaceutical research, in particular in preventing and com batis
civilisation and infectious diseases. b

(2) The Contracting Parties shall develop their co-operation in the area of social security a
social welfare and their competent bodies will conclude appropriate agreements for

purpose. _
i
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Article 17

(1) The Contracting Parties shall, on the basis of appropriate agreements, co- i
field of legal and consular relations and in police activities. B s oo opce i Gie

(2) The Contracting Parties shall develop their co-operation in combating organised crime,

with special focus on terrorism, drug abuse, air piracy and illegal export of istori
and museum objects and articles of value. ol sxppatiofaliis), inigronica]

Article 18
Recognizing the importance of co-operation between the means of mass media, the

Contracting Parties shall support free exchange of information and all effort aimed at

vaiding objective information that promote better knowledge and understanding of each
other.

Article 19

The: (ljonnac_ﬁutgi Partl::dshall support the expansion of relations between the political and
social organisations, e unions, churches, religious and other organisati
the youth , sports and other federations. SR i

Article 20

The present Treaty is not aimed against any third country. It does i
> pre . ' ' : not affect the rights and
obligations of the Contracting Parties flowing from their bilateral and multilateral n'c:ft'?es.

Article 21
(1) The Contracting Parties, in the event of a difference of view in connection with the

interpretation or application of the present Treaty, shall consult with each oth
the provisions of Article 5 of this Treaty. PEL NI Ptp et 0

(2) If such consultations fail to eliminate, within reasonable ti i i
: : . X e time, the difference of view, the
Contracting Parties shall consider by what other methods in accordance with the principles

and norms of international law this can be achieved.
Article 22
g) The present Treaty is concluc!ed for a period of ten years. Its validity shall be extended,
ways for another five-year period, unless one of the Contracting Parties denounces it in

writing at least one year before the given validity period expires.

(2) The present TI‘reaty is subject to ratification and shall enter into force on the date of the
exchange of the instruments of ratification.

(3) The Contracting Parties shall regi i i
gister the present Treaty accordance with Articl
the Charter of the United Nations. ¥ e
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Done at Paris, this 19th day of March, 1995, in duplicate each in Hungarian and Slovak

languages, both texts being equally authentic. — International Convention on Civil and Political Rights;

— International Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Ri ghts;

Serbia and Montenegro . |
. — United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child;
— UN General Assembly Declaration on the elimination of all forms of Intolerance and

Agrement of Discrimination based on Religion and Belief:
- - UN General . ;

between the Republic of Hungary and Serbia and Montenegro, on the protection of Ethnic, R Tr a' Assembl)’; De_d?ratm“ on the Rights of Persons belonging to National

Rights of the Hungarian Minority living in Serbia and Montenegro, and the Serbian ic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities; or

Minority living in the Republic of Hungary ———y
, positions and recommendations ado ithi
pted within the framework of th
e

CSCE process and the OSCE, includi
» Including the Document of the Co i
the Conference on the Human Dimension of the CSCE (1992) th?ﬁ?fi&%?gg Of
% en

(October 21, 2003)
of the CSCE (1992) and the OSCE Charter for European Security (Istanbul 1999);

The Republic of Hungary and Serbia and Montenegro (hereinafter: the Contracting f‘.
Parties), 3
— recognising that national minorities constitute an integral part of the State and society
they live in and that they enrich their material and spiritual culture, A

— emphasising that the protection of national minorities and of the rights of persons

belonging to them constitutes an essential component of both the international

protection of human rights and international cooperation, and that the endeavour on the

part of a mother country to support national minorities within the limits of international
law is legitimate, "
— convinced that full integration of national minorities is possible only through the
preservation of the ethnic, linguistic, cultural and religious identity of their
communities, o
— guided by the intention to secure the highest level of legal protection for the 1l
Hungarian Minority living in the state union of Serbia and Montenegro, and the

Serbian Minority living in the Republic of Hungary and to create circumstances -
conducive to the preservation and development of their national identity, A

- European Convention for the Protecti
otection of Human Righ
Freedoms (European Convention on Human Rights); ghts and Fundamental

— European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages of the Council of Europe;

-~ Framework Convention for th i
e P § il
i rotection of National Minorities of the Council of

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

The C i :

serbiaoar;t;aﬁgzngtel:;rnes a%ln;e to cnsure. for the Hungarian national minority living i

B afier o t_gro and for the Serbian minority living in the Republic of H g in

linguistic <;uI'rurazll l:;: ! r‘;{n?nnes%the preservation and development of their ng?i(g)nal
1 : igious identity pursuant to the princi —

enshrined in the cited OUN, CSCE/OSCE and Council of ;mm;gcig:;;ggtsprowsmns

Article 2

1) Belongin : :
: g to a national minority i
suffer negati br i matter of free personal choice
gative consequences of this choice or of his/her excmise-olf?othzni‘i?lﬁy
S

pertaining to him/her on th i
: at b s ALl
grounds shall be prohibited. asis. All forms of discrimination based on national

— aware that their co-operation in the field of protection of minority rights and the
promotion of the status of minorities contributes to the strengthening of good
neighbourliness, mutual understanding, friendly relations and trust, and thus to the

consolidation of international security and stability, |
— respecting the principles and provisions of international instruments on human rights -
and on the protection of minorities, with special reference to the following: ¢

2) The Contracti i
e ting Parties shall guarantee to i
minorities equality before the law and the equal 1eggf§r%:2c3§:1mgmg AR

iR

3) The C i i "
social, p;?tgza:ltl:sdpzﬂmltisr;h?ilfl' in apgropriate M B L Ceonanie
e, in order to ensure equal o iti ’
pportunities to persons

ging to the national minorities. They shall pay special attention in doing so to

Specific need i inoriti
o s of the national minorities. Such measures may not be considered to be

Ininat()ly agamst Othef CitiZCIIS.
'.'I e ri ht i i
I ) P g S set out 1n thls Agreement Shall ual g
) Ih : : : ' eq ly belon to bDﬂl ]lat'ona
) orities, The Contractmg Parties recognise that the manner of the exercise of tlheSl
€

Tights may de -
iy pend on the si inori
may not be restricted. ze of the minority concerned, but the essence of these rights

— Charter of the United Nations;
— Universal Declaration of Human Rights;
'~ UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education;

— International Convention on the elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination;
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5) The Contracting Parties shall refrain from the policies and measures aimed at
assimilation of persons belonging to the national minorities and protect such persons
from any act aimed at such assimilation. They shall refrain from measures which may
change the proportions of the populations in the areas inhabited by persons belonging
to the national minorities, and which restrict the exercise of rights of persons belonging
to the national minorities.

6) The Contracting Parties shall undertake not to change administrative units and
electoral precincts at the levels of the State and local self-government with a view to
putting the national minorities in a disadvantaged position.

Article 3

develop their ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity.

2) The Contracting Parties shall pay special attention to the meeting of educational, I'i .

cultural, information and religious needs of the national minorities. They shall provide :

conditions necessary for the functioning of minority self-governments and other

minority institutions, organisations and foundations, encourage as well the

establishment of minority educational, information and cultural centres. The
Contracting Parties shall provide assistance in supplying to such minority self-

governments, foundations and associations of citizens, on a non-commercial basis,
books, magazines, artistic publications, audio-visual materials, exempt from customs
duties and other charges, aid an independent publishing industry of the national
minorities, guest performances of their professional and amateur ensembles and

organisation of all cultural and artistic events aimed at enriching the culture and

identity of the national minorities.

3) The Contracting Parties shall co-operate in the protection of historical monuments
and cultural heritage related to the culture and history of the national minorities. The
Contracting Parties shall create conditions necessary for the national minorities to

preserve their material and architectural monuments and other works of art that are part

of their cultural heritage and tradition. Representatives of minority self-governments

and other minority organisations shall take part in the development of programs for the
protection and preservation of the cultural heritage of the minorities.

4) The Contracting Parties shall recognise the right of persons belonging to the national
minorities to manifest and exercise their religion, and to that end they shall allow the

Li¢

acquisition, possession and use of religious materials and the establishment of religious

institutions, organisations and associations. The Contracting Parties shall respect the

right of the national minorities to exercise their religion and pursue their activity of
religious instruction in their mother tongue, and in this respect they shall grant
assistance. The Contracting Parties shall, in accordance with their national legislation
and on an equal footing with the legal status of other churches operating on their
territory, settle the legal status of the church communities of the national

minorities to send and receive priests.
Article 4

1) The Contracting Parties shall ensure to persons belonging to the national minorities
institutionalised education in their mother tongues and the teaching of the mother =
tongues of the national minorities at all levels of education. The Contracting Parties
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:

1) Persons belonging to the national minorities shall have the right, both individually
and in community with other members of their group, to freely express, preserve and

1

!

I

-
W

minorities. They shall make it possible for the church communities of the nationalii'

shall ensure the operation of pre-school establi i

| ensure . : shments, primary and se

-,;,nil.1 12?1212;1)? of hxgh:lll' education which teach in the mothgytongue: (:t]'dt;?s:tbilgﬁal\?
minoritie support the setting up of such institutions. Th i i
shall be governed by the national legislation of the Conu-actinge;:r:{:szse D

2) For the purpose of accomplishin jecti i

; _ ] g the objectives set forth in paragraph i
Article, gl‘ae. Contractmg. Parties shall make possible and cncourgge gtlflepca (clrlt?;‘nthli'
state, religious and private educational institutions in which instructign can I?e

organised entirely in the mother tongue, as bili ; :
s ingual :
mother tongue of the national minority. G, O D optE e

3) The C.o'ntractmg Parties shall support initiatives of minority organisations, religious
communities and parents, whose objective is education in one’s mother tongue

4) The Contracting Parties shall lend su i
pport to the operation of faculti
departments where the mother tongues of the national minorities are taugsh:m —

5)t'il“he ]Corl_uac_tipg I-’arties shgll support the employment of teachers from among the
nal t;)Ina minorities in e_ducatlopal institutions where classes are conducted in the
$om:( tt:m:lgst‘:e :{ tshtz tZ.atlotr:all mgority. The Parties shall make possible the minorities
' scholarships and fellowships of foundati fi i
professional training and post-graduate studies, and i 1 s dhati o
2 articular for the educati
teachers and theologues. They shall make ble the i S ot Yor
‘ leC - The possible the organisation of
professional training of teaching staff of the national minoritiss in both cgun(;:z?izls:scs 34

6) The Contracting Parties shall
in . support mutual exchanges of students and
and ensure conditions for their professional training, i.e. postgraduate studies g

7) The Contracting Parties shall make i i
. possible the recruitment of teachi
the mother country in case there are not enough lecturers in the mothae‘i' txgggit:sﬁogghlg

national minorities. The terms of thei s :
Contracting Parties. eir engagement shall be jointly determined by the

g?s :1?; S)o:tlir;::;irl:gn gl:la;rties s]htz:llrl su;;pl(:rt, at all levels of minority education, the
. ge, culture and history of the national minori its mc
country and help in procuring books and teaching aids for these purpostgs.and R

9) The Contracting Parties shall encourage the dissemination and teaching of

knowledge and teaching of the hi
h " . _ais
ey g e history and culture of the national minorities among the

Article 5

1 P . . . . .

i13 cgrrrslf:;n pclongmg to the national minorities shall be entitled, both individually and

 yieie Cl,g w:th othe; members-of thlcir group, to freely, without any restrictions
er tongue in oral and in written communication, in private and public lift;.

2 . .
lggi'ls'i:iglog;‘.za:inng P;artles shall con}mit themselves to recognising in their national
ar—— ﬁht: }:) persons belonging to the national minorities to use their first and
Biigger eir mother tongues and scripts in their personal identification
s, official records and personal databases. The issuance of personal

documents to i
persons belonging to the national minorities in their
be governed by the regulations of the Contracting Parties. e
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3) Persons belonging to the national minorities shall be entitled, in accordance with the
national legislation and in places they inhabit traditionally or in substantial numbers, to

— effective p.articipation of persons belonging to the national minorities in public affairs,
panicularly in the process of taking decisions affecting them,

the use of their mother tongues in proceedings before official bodies — including
proceedings before public administration bodies and before courts of law. In these s
proceedings, persons belonging to the national minorities shall be entitled to obtain
information in their mother tongues in the shortest possible period of time and, if
necessary, with the free assistance of an interpreter. oy

4) The bodies of the minority self-government shall be entitled to conduct their :
business also in their mother tongue. e

5) In areas inhabited by persons belonging to the national minorities in substantial
numbers or of a particular cultural significance to them, the Contracting Parties shall, =
in accordance with their national legislation, make it possible for the national
minorities to display, in the mother tongue and according to its orthography, the names
of towns, streets and other public places, as well as topographical indications,
inscriptions and information in public places. Persons belonging to the national =
minorities shall have the right to publicly display in their mother tongue nameboards of
enterprises, inscriptions and other information of a private nature.

Article 6

1) The Contracting Parties shall recognise the right of the national minorities to access "{
to the media and to the creation and management of their own media outlets. 3

2) The Contracting Parties shall recognise the right of the national minorities to have =
access to information in their mother tongues in the press, on the radio, television and
other electronic means of public information.

3) In accordance with their national legislation, the Contracting Parties shall:
— make it possible to produce and regularly broadcast programs in the mother tongue

on the radio or television in an appropriate length and at appropriate times, while =
taking into account the territorial distribution of the national minorities, o

— the appropriate representation of persons belonging to the national minorities in
public services, including the police, at local, regional and state levels, while taking
into account, with respect to employment, the ethnic composition of the population and
the knowledge of the language spoken in the area where the body or agency concerned
is competent to act, and

— the material and other conditions necessary for the work to be carried out by
representatives of minority organisations in the representative bodies, as well as for
their election to such bodies at all levels.

Article 9

1) Thc Contracting Parties, in accordance with their national legislation, shall make
possible for the national minorities to set up minority self-governments, organisations
and association and support their activities.

2) The Contracting Parties, in accordance with their national legislation which governs
the status, freedoms, and rights of national minorities, shall guarantee to persons
belonging to the national minorities appropriate forms of minority self-government, i.e.
the cultural and personal autonomy.

3) The Contraqting Parties shall further pay particular attention to support the activities
of the Hungarian National Council in Serbia and Montenegro and the Country Self-
Government of the Serbs in the Republic of Hungary.

Article 10

1) Government agencies, organisations of public and private law, as well as citizens of
the Contracting Parties may, for the purpose of realising the objectives specified in this
Agreement and within the framework set by international law, grant assistance to
organisations of the national minorities living on the territory of the other Contracting
4 . ' : B a Party, and to persons belonging to these national minorities, and these organisations
— facilitate the reception and broadcasting of radio and television programs from the and persons shall be entitled to receive such assistance.

mother country, and : .
try 2) The Contracting Parties shall ensure the possibility for their national minorities to

maintain intensive, free and direct contacts with communities having the same
langugge and culture, but living in other states, as well as with the institutions and
organisations of the latter.

— support information activities of the national minorities.
Article 7

The Contracting Parties shall support scientific research and studying of the past and of
the present status of the national minorities. The Contracting Parties shall encourage

the involvement of the national minorities in those scientific-research activities and aid
the establishment, work and cooperation of their scientific institutions. The Contracting
Parties shall make possible research on the minorities in their territories and, in
accordance with national legislation, allow access to archives and other relevant

documents.

Article 11

1) The Contracting Parties shall assume the obligation to take into account the interests
of the_minorities in their plans for economic development and to take measures,
accord.mg to their abilities, in order to ensure economic and social development of
areas _11_1habited by the minorities, thus offering fair and equal opportunities to the
minorities in the economic sphere. To that end, the Contracting Parties shall support
th? activities of the economic development, which may eliminate the causes for
migrations of minorities and prevent alteration of the ethnic composition of the
Population.

2) In the interest of their national minorities, the Contracting Parties shall support all
forms of cross-border and regional co-operation, in particular the economic and trade
development and the development of rural areas, as well as cultural cooperation, and

Article 8

The Contracting Parties, in conformity with their national legislation, shall recognise F
the right of the national minorities to participation in public life and, in that context, by
" taking adequate measures, they shall ensure:
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shall endeavour to make use of the intermediary role of their national minorities in that
area. |

3) The Contracting Parties shall endeavour to enhance the permeability of their
borders. To that effect, they shall, in line with their abilities, introduce new border
crossings and take measures to improve transportation links between their countries.

Article 12

The Contracting Parties shall make a maximum effort to restore to the minority
communities, or the church communities of the national minorities and their
organisations, their property, assets, real estate, documentation and archives which

were confiscated or seized by other measures in the past. 5 "

Article 13

1) The Contracting Parties shall assume the obligation to take into account their
commitments arising from this Agreement in their mutual negotiations over
conclusion of bilateral agreements and other forms of co-operation.

_ discussing current issues related to both national minorities,

- reviewing and evaluating the realisation of the commitments arising from this
Ag;eement, and

— submitting recommendations to the Governments of the Contracting Parties with
respect to the implementation and, if necessary, amendment of the Agreement.

4) The Commission shall adopt its decisions by consensus of the two Sides.

Article 17

This Agreement shall enter into force on the day on which the Contracting Parties
inform each other, through diplomatic channels, that the conditions prescribed by their
national legislation for the entry into force of the Agreement have been met.

Article 18

(1) This Agreement shall remain in force for a period of five years. Unless any of the
Contracting Parties denounces this Agreement in writing, at least six months prior to its
expiration, the validity of the Agreement shall be automatically renewed for another
five-year period.

(2) The Contracting Parties shall register this Agreement pursuant to Article 102 of the
Charter of the United Nations.

2) The Contracting Parties shall endeavour to ensure the involvement of representatives
of minority organisation in the preparation of bilateral agreements and in international
activities related to their status and rights. '

Article 14

The Contracting Parties shall ensure adequate financial resources and other assets
necessary for the fulfilment of their commitments specified in this Agreement. '

Article 15

1) No provision of this Agreement shall be interpreted or implemented in the manner,
which diminishes the extent of the already provided and exercised rights.

2) No provision of this Agreement shall be interpreted or implemented in the manner,
which would be in contravention of international legal obligations and generally
recognised international principles with regard to the respect for national sovereignty
and territorial integrity. ¥,

Done in Budapest, on the 21 October 2003, in two original copies, in the Hungarian,
Serbian and English languages, each original copy being equally authentic. In case of a
dispute, the English text shall prevail.

Article 16 _ - Ukraine
1) The Contracting Parties shall set up and operate a special Intergovernmental Joini; 3
Commission on National Minorities (hereinafter: the Commission), which shall -
monitor the implementation of the provisions of this Agreement. The Governments of
the Contracting Parties shall appoint equal numbers of Commission members, with the
mandatory participation of representatives of the national minorities. The members of
the Commission who are representatives of the Hungarian national minority in the
Serbia and Montenegro shall be appointed at the proposal of the Hungarian Nationali :
Council of Serbia and Montenegro, and representatives of the Serbian minority in
Hungary at the proposal of the Country Self-Government of the Serbs in the Republic
of Hungary. 1

DECLARATION
on the principles of cooperation
between the Republic of Hungary and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
in guaranteeing the rights of national minorities
(May 31, 1991)

2) The Commission shall hold its meetings as appropriate, but at least once a year-,...\‘
alternately on the territory of the state union of Serbia and Montenegro and the -
Republic of Hungary.

3) The Commission shall hold its meetings as appropriate, but at least once a year,
alternately on the territory of Serbia and Montenegro or the Republic of Hungary. The
Commission shall be responsible for the following:

Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe,
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The Republic of Hungary and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, hereinafter the Parties,

p © confirming their commitment to carry out the provisions of the United Nations Charter, the
human rights documents of the UNO, the Helsinki Final Act and other documents from the




-

- stressing their common objective of creating a democratic social system which, within thy
framework of constitutional statehood, ensures to all citizens the rights to enjoy in full th
basic rights and liberties, to freely express their lawful interests and endeavors, the rights t
political pluralism, social tolerance and equality before the law, as well as to the leg
protection of individuals and communities, '

5. The Parties are to express their readiness to encourage the provision of a national minority
status vx_rhnch guarantees the rights to effective participation in the administration of public
affairs, mciu.dmg matters related to the protection and enhancement of their identity, and the
passing and implementation of decisions concerning their place of residence. ’

iR

- starting from the fact that the territory of the Parties is inhabited by national minorities wh
enjoy appropriate rights, at both individual and collective level, along with the other perso
within their groups,

6. The Palrties shall regard the rights of the national minorities to set up and operate their own
organizations and societies within legal frameworks in the territory of the Parties as a natural
element of a democratic state governed by the rule of law. These organizations or societies
may establish and maintain contacts with organizations or societies abroad on grounds of
common ethnic or nationality origin, cultural background or religion. These organizations or
soctxet:e; q:lay ;ﬁp}y fo'r volt;;ﬁary tlt;llnancial assistance or other kind of help, as well as for
state subsidy. Their activity along this line must co i i

B e onich o opes ge. g t comply with the national legal norms of the

- recognizing that the national minorities historically living in their territories make use
| contributions to the well-being of the Parties and their cultural and humanitari

advancement,

| - admitting that the observance and enforcement of national minority rights as part
universal human rights is a relevant factor of peace, justice, security, stability and democra
as well as an essential condition for the development of friendly relations and cooperat
between the Parties, 8

To dcf:ide on qqestions concernipg such support by the Parties shall be the responsibility of
the Joint Committee to be set up in keeping with point 16. of this Declaration.

7. T]}e Pgrtie‘s wish Fo observe the principle that the state bodies in charge of nationality and
ethnic minority affairs are to be set up by democratic means, with the participation, and with

regard to the interests, of all nationalities living in the gi . T
otd . ’ ; given area, particularly organiza
or societies which represent their position. . N8 Hons

- on the basis of their conviction that the promotion of constructive and effective coope
between the Parties is indispensable to the consistent observance and ensurance of
minority rights, as well as to the expression, preservation and enhancement of ethnic, cultul
linguistic and religious identity, o 8._Thq F’arties Ehall take no administrative, economic or other steps towards assimilating the
- TG _ minorities or changing the set-up of the populati inority-i i i
decided to adopt the present Declaration on the principles of cooperation pertinent to & b population of minority-inhabited regions.
guaranteeing of national minority rights, and to put its provisions into practice in th

9. Th i i '
astivities: e Parties shall adopt the necessary legal, administrative and other measures to enable the

national minorities to freely exercise their rights to communicate in their mother tongue in

, rivate and public life, i i g : 3
1. The Parties are to respect the basic rights and liberties of the national minorities Wi Eational ﬁrstp and f;;ﬁi;lgmt::swnen s olleninape e, Sitcng T Sesace R
constitute an integral part of their society and state, both individually and together with otk
persons within their groups, including equality before the law and non-discrimination, &
shall consistently provide for the enforcement of these. Members of the national minor

are obliged to observe the laws of the country in which they live.

Exercise of this rights shall not affect the obligati .
on to learn
languages of the Parties. 6 the official language or

10. The Pgrnqs agree to ensure to the national minorities the necessary conditions for learning,
:;lid stuclymg_ in, their native language at all levels of education. Practical problems arising on
5 slscorfa w1l.] be settlecll by tbc Joint Committee to be set up according to point 16. of this
. megs an;‘t;on, in confon:tmty with requirements, the Parties' possibilities and their effective
X of law. The Paljtles shall enable the national minorities living in one another's territory
edu;::u@ue their studies apd attend postgraduate courses in their own institutes of higher
e ;tal;)tlll, and shall provide fo; e)‘Lchanges of experts in the fields of education and culture.
5 c_t'les sPall observe the prmgplp of equivalence at all levels of education, and recognize
. itizens enrollment or studies in schools of the other Party. In their own institutes of
cation they shall encourage the teaching of minority history and culture.

2. The Parties shall respect the rights of their citizens to freely decide to which minori ;
wish to belong, and whether they want to exercise the ensuing rights or not, and
guarantee that such a decision is in no way to their detriment. '

3. In their pursuit of democracy and constitutional statehood, the Parties shall take i
consideration in their policies the lawful interests of the national minorities and take po
legal and administrative steps aimed at creating favorable conditions for the preservati
enhancement of their ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity. These measures

serve the interests of the whole of society and must not infringe the rights of other citizens;

4. The Parties shall ensure to the national minorities protection in court and in other.
against all activities, including propaganda, which may jeopardize their existence or i
and incite, promote or justify the advocacy of hatred and discrimination on ground
nationality.

:hléi;filﬁl;art;e% shgll guarantee to their qational minorities the rights to preserve and advance
ot amatra i %ntnty, mqludmg the maintenance and rf:search of their cultural traditions, at
R eache:ur tz;ln : professional level; they shall help the.ll‘ national minorities become familiar
- other's cu]'Fures, erect stgtutes for prominent representatives of culture and
rantee the preservation and protection of historical monuments and other cultural values.
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12. The Parties shall declare that believers belonging to the national minorities have the right
to practise their religion and, within this, to acquire, possess, produce or use religioy
materials, as well as to conduct religious worship in their native language, including religiot
instruction. '

PROTOCOL
to the Declaration

on the principles of cooperation

13. The Parties shall recognize the right of national minorities to spread, exchange and obts i
information in their native language free form discrimination, and shall be taking concre bétwesn the Repubiic of B .
moves in support of the mother-tongue media. epublic of Hungary and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

' N . . i teein ional min
14. The Parties are to help members of the national minorities establish and maintain conta in guaranteeing the rights of naticnal orities
with one another within their own country and with citizens of other countries with identie

e the oiing ; : ; .. .
ethnic or national origin, cultural background or religion. To promote the putting into practice of the Declaration on cooperation in the guaranteeing of

national minority rights, the Republic of Hungary and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

; . blic - herein after the Parties - : i
15. The Parties shall forbid every citizen, among them members of the national minorities, | EopUnc = RCEAT e o8 = ponicludicd thc 1olloving agroment

perform activities, including propaganda, which incite violence, hatred and disse:

nationality grounds. 1. They will set up a Joint Committee, in which the Hungarian Party will be represented by

delegates from the Office for National and Ethnic Minorities, the Foreign Ministry of the
Republic of Hungary, the Ministry of Culture and Education of the Republic of Hungary, the
local government of Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg County and the Ukrainian population of the
Republic of Hungary, whereas the Ukrainian Party will be represented in identical numbers
by delegates from the State Nationality Committee of the Ukrainian SSR, the Foreign
Ministry of the Ukrainian SSR, the Ministry of Culture of the Ukrainian SSR, the Ministry of
National Education of the Ukrainian SSR, as well as from the Soviet of People's Deputies of
the Subcarpathian Territory and the Hungarian population of the Ukrainian SSR.

16. To monitor implementation of the principles laid down in the present Declaration, as we
as fulfillment of the commitments undertaken, the Parties are to express their readiness
up a Joint Committee composed of representatives from the two Parties' state bodies a
national minorities. The mandate and set-up of the Joint Committee will be defined in
separate inter-governmental Protocol.

8
17. The Parties confirm their intention to promote the international codification of -_:-"
rights at bilateral, regional and universal level. They express their readiness to support effol
along this line in the UNO and the forums of the Conference on Security and Cooperation

Europe.

The delegations will be headed by Foreign Ministry officials of deputy foreign minister's rank.

2. To discuss and settle issues as they arise, the Joint Committee will meet in session twice a

. ; N . . ar in general, alt tely in th i ies.
18. None of the provisions of this Declaration is to be interpreted as authorization f ¥e 8 alterntely fothe teritoty g the two.F gries

activities or actions which run counter to the purposes and principles of the UN Charter, oth
international legal obligations or the provisions of the Helsinki Final Act, including ¢
principle of the territorial inviolability of states. :

l(;.‘osts incurred by the stay and work of the Joint Committee will be covered by the receiving
arty.

3. It will be within the Joint Committee's jurisdiction to adopt recommendations for the
governments of the Parties concerning implementation of principles laid down in the
Declaration with the consent of the Parties.

19. The Parties declare that further states shall be welcome to join the present Declaratio
and express their readiness to consult all concerned states on the principles laid down herein

{’repared ir;3 Bttﬁdapwft on Mayth3l, _195:1, in two copies in the Hungarian and Ukrai ; : 4. For the carrying out of the recommendations of the Joint Committee, the Parties will take

anguages. Both versions are authenticated. resort to the relevant national institutions.

On behalf of the On behalf of the Republic of Hungary Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Repub II-_ Prepared in Budapest on May 31, 1991, in two copies in the Hungarian and Ukrainian
: languages. Both versions are authenticated.
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Croatia

CONVENTION

H

between the Republic of Hungary and the Republic of Croatia on the protection of th

Hungarian minority in the republic of Croatia and the Croatian minority in the
Republic of Hungary

(April 5, 1995)

9

The Republic of Hungary and the Republic of Croatia (hereinafter: "The -'__'._

Parties")

starting from the fact that the existence and culture of the Hungarian minority livin
Republic of Croatia, and the Croatian minority living in the Republic of Hunj
(hereinafter: "minorities"), enriches the cultural values of the two countries, oy
guided by the purpose to provide for the Hungarian minority living in the Republic of Cro
and the Croatian minority living in the Republic of Hungary, the highest level of le
protection as well as preservation and development of their respective national ident:
addition, being convinced that the integration of minorities is possible only thro
preservation of their features as ethnic communities, and that an important element of
their effective participation at various levels in the decisions concerning their identity,

considering those provisions of the Convention on Friendship and Co-operation, signed
the Republic of Hungary and the Republic of Croatia on December 16, 1992 in Budag
which refer to the rights of the minorities, and with a view to implement the Declaration
the Protection of Minorities signed by Hungary, the Ukraine, Croatia and Slovenia, ]

starting from the principles laid down in international documents on human rights :

fundamental freedoms as well as on the protection of minorities, with special regard to |

following:

- the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Convention on'i

Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, the Convention against Discri
in Education, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimina:
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Ece
Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Declaration ¢
Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or E

the Declaration of the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious:

Linguistic Minorities,

- the relevant documents adopted within the CSCE process, particularly the Document n}:'
Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference of the Human Dimension of the CSCE in 1990, 2

the Report of the CSCE Meeting of Experts on National Minorities in Geneva 1991,

- the Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundame
Freedoms, the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, the
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities as well as the recommendations o
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Parlia;nentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, particularly the recommendation 1201
(1993),

- the Insltrument of the Central European Initiative for the Protection of Minority Rights,
considering that' 'generally the improvement and protection of the rights of minorities
contribute to political and social stability of the states where they live,

emphasising that continuous guarantee and realisation of the rights of minorities - as a
component of social development within a democracy based on the rule of law - contribute to
the deepening of friendship and co-operation between peoples and states, and to the
improvement of the international security, ,

confirming that the Hungarian minority have the right to return to those presently occupied
territories of the Republic of Croatia, from which they were driven away in 1991, whereas it
is one of the prerequisites for the implementation of the protection of their minority rights
ensured by this Convention,

have agreed as follows:
Article 1

The Contrac;ting Parties shall ensure the preservation of culture, language, religion as well as
th_e Hungarian and Croatian identity of the minorities. For this purpose, in the fields of
bllaterz_al economic co-operation, regional development, representation of the minorities
education, _cqlture, mass media, publishing and scientific research, legislation, and othe;'
fields pertaining to culture the Contracting Parties shall take appropriate measures and shall

create al}d in_lplement adequate mechanisms which contribute to comprehensive development
of the minorities.

Article 2
T}le Contracting _Parties shall lend full support to the appropriate organisation of the existing
kmdergarfens, primary and secondary schools and higher education institutions as well as to
the establishment of new educational institutions. The Contracting Parties shall, at all levels

and in forms consistent with the requirements of the minority organisations based on the

requests by the parents, support the operation of the educational institutions, which forms can
be the following:

a) full educational process in the language of the respective minority
b) bilingual educational process

F) additionally arranged optional teaching of the language and culture of the respective

- Minority.

;I.;he. Cpntracting Parties with paramount attention shall promote at these educational
in?mu'n-ons the emplpyment of adequately skilled teachers from among the members of the
Inorities, and only in exceptional cases shall they depart from this rule requiring fluency in

:.the language of the respective minority.
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The Contracting Parties shall encourage the exchange of experience through meetings of the
experts of minority education in both countries, and through mutual exchange of textbooks in
mother tongue. They shall also promote the exchange of pupils, teachers as well as
educational work-help materials, the organisation of professional training courses
minority teachers in both countries, mutual granting of state and foundation grants for studies
and professional training of the minorities, in particular for teachers and catechism-teachers.

- encourage the adoption and distributi . ..
Sation p stribution of radio and television programs of the mother

- support the minorities to exercise their own information activities

The Parties shall, in the schools of the majority nation, encourage learning of the language, Article 6

culture and history of the respective minority and its mother nation. The Contracting Parties shall respect the right of minorities to practice their religion in thei
r

mother tongue and shall support such efforts by churches. For this purpose the Hungarian and

Croatian authorities will permit the mutual ex i
e : change of priests 2o i s
communities operating in their territories. 8 ¥ for the religious minority

Article 3 v
The Parties shall, with special attention, follow the manner in which cultural, educational ang
religious needs of the minorities are met on the territories of the Republic of Hungar
inhabited by Croats and of the Republic of Croatia inhabited by Hungarians. They
encourage the establishment of cultural and educational centres, as well as the operation |
other institutions and foundations, and the promotion of operation of the existing institutior
and organisations on the territory of Hungary inhabited by Croats and in the territory @
Croatia inhabited by Hungarians, in compliance with their respective domestic legislation.

Article 7

The Cont}'acﬁ}:g Parties shgll support scientific research and studies on the rights, history and
prgseqtt situation of the minorities. To this end, they shall support the participation of the
minorities in such research, the creation, operation and co-operation of scientific institutions

of the minorities and of the Parties, as w
! ell as they shall allow resear o "
their respective territories. ’ d llow research on minority issues in

To this end, they shall in particular support the fee and duty free sending of books, magazine
video and sound records to such institutions and foundations for non-commercial p
the minorities' own publishing activity, guest players of professional and amateur artis
groups as well as the organisation of all cultural and artistic events which may serve ¢
enrichment of the culture and identity of the minorities in both countries. 4

Article 8

In the interest of their minorities the Contracting Parties shall support all form of trans-

frontier co-operation, especially in the area of economic and trade co-operation, and shall

endeavour t i Sagt B
They shall co-operate in the protection of monuments related to the history of the minoriti ur to exploit the mediating role of the minorities in this field.

as well, and the shall support any such efforts of the minorities. i Rl Ciwineiing Partionniaitileesint semaloce i awcescesisomiins o] g e
. g opment, they shall

take account the special interest of the minorities, i i
. orities, including the reconstruction of -
affected areas of the Republic of Croatia inhabited by Hungarians, and shar;l Oenihuiewt?lre

economic and social development in areas i i inoriti
_ . as inhabited by minorities in or
economic and social equality of minorities. d ve Soyprasasion

Article 4

The Contracting Parties shall ensure for the members of the minorities the free use of
mother tongues in private and public, as well as the free use and registration of their origi

first names and surnames. ‘ . '
y The Contracting Parties shall support such kind of economic development measures which

elimi Skl T
iminate the causes of the emigration of minorities and the alteration in any forms of the

The Contracting Parties undertake to ensure within the territory inhabited by the res ethnic composition of the population

minorities the appropriate use of both languages, especially in regard to geographic
and public signs, in the local self government authorities, in oral and written communicatiC
in the administrative authorities and judiciary, as well as other public institutions,
compliance with their respective domestic legislation. !

Article 9

The Contracting Parties, in compliance with their domestic legislation, shall ensure:
e 4 ; s g JARL <
appropriate participation of minorities in the local, regional and national decision-making

. . ! Process relevant to i PP
The Contracting Parties recognise the right of both minorities to receive information throt the rights and status of the minorities

printed media, radio and TV broadcasts in their mother tongue. In compliance with th

- material an g3 : ; .
omestic/legistation the purties dhalk d other conditions required for the election and work of minority representatives

In the Hungarian and Croatian representative bodies

n

length Organisati
. ons of the state and local governments as well as the elec istri i
: : e elect:
of time &t hie:cdatiment ol rattorikes, oral districts aimed at
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The Republic of Hungary shall confirm to ensure the material conditions forf.
establishment and effective operation of the Croatian minority self-governments in Hur

within the framework of current regulations and the appointed date.

The Republic of Croatia shall confirm to ensure, in accordance with its domestic legis
the right of the Hungarian minority to cultural autonomy, in addition, shall promote the fi
union and association of the Hungarian minority intended or preserve their national a

cultural identity. A
Article 10 :

The Contracting Parties shall endeavour with the help of the international communi

enable the displaced persons and refugees, including those who belong to the Hungariz

minority, to return freely and voluntarily to their homes in the presently occupied areas of
Republic of Croatia aimed at restoring the ethnic composition before 1991. '

Article 11
The Contracting Parties shall ensure for the minorities the possibilities of
versatile, free and direct contacts with members of the nation with whom they speak the s2
language and manifest the same culture as well as with its state and public institutions.
this purpose and to the extent of their capacities they shall open new border
provide transport connections and support the development of cultural and economic cont:
as well as the exchange of professionals. "

To achieve the aims of this Convention, the governments, organisations and citizens

Parties may assist the organisations of minorities living the territory of the other Party"

these organisations shall have the right to accept such assistance.

Article 12

The Contracting Parties undertake to take into account of obligations deriving fro n
Convention in the conclusion of other agreements and co-operation programs. K

3
The Contracting Parties shall ensure the representatives of minority organisati
participate in the conclusion of those agreements which, according to this Con

directly affecting their status and rights.

Article 13 k
The Contracting Parties shall provide appropriate material and other support tO
implementation of obligations under the present Convention. 9

Article 14

No Article of the present Convention shall be interpreted or implemented in a way that

level of rights already guaranteed or achieved be diminished.
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Article 15

No provision of the present Convention shall be interpreted or impl i :
A ement
would threat or violate the territorial integrity of each Contracting Il’)arty.en G b

Article 16
Tl?e antractmg _Parties shall set up a special joint inter-governmental committee for
minorities to monitor the implementation of the provisions of the present Convention. The
respective governments of the Contracting Parties shall delegate an appropriate numb.er of
members. The members of the Committee from the respective minorities shall be inted
upon the proposal of minority organisations. —

The Joint Committee shall meet as required, but at least annually and alterna i
. alt
Republic of Hungary and the Republic of Croatia. ¥ fely, in the

The tasks of the Joint Committee are the following:
- to discuss the current issues relevant to the two minorities
- to evaluate the implementation of obligations under the present Convention

- to prepare a!nd adoqt recommendations for their respective governments concerning the
implementation and in case of necessity the modification of this Convention.

The Committee adopts its decisions by consensus.

Article 17
The present Convention shall enter in forc i ificati
rough e dplomatc channel erty eopiesiie P impity e oo orie
e g into force have been fulfilled in compliance with their
The Convention shall be temporarily applied as from the date of its signing.

Article 18
The present Convention shall remain in force for a period of five years after ente;ring force.

i’ts Yalidity shall tpqmaﬂg{ be extended for another five-year periods unless either of the
arties denounces it in writing at least six months before its expiration.

Done at Osijek, on the 5th day of April, 1995, in two originals, each in the Hungarian and

Croatian languages, both texts being equally authentic.
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Slovenia

CONVENTION
on providing special rights
for the Slovenian minority living in the Republic of Hungary
and for the Hungarian minority living in the Republic of Slovenia

(November 6, 1992)
The Republic of Hungary and the Republic of Slovenia (hereinafter: the Contracting Parties)

- desiring to ensure the legal protection and preservation and development of the identities '
the Slovenian national minority living in the Republic of Hungary and the Hungaria
minority living in the Republic of Slovenia at as high a level as possible; ¢

Y

- being convinced that the real equality of the Hungarian and Slovenian national minoritié
and the preservation of their national identities could be achieved through ensuring speei

individual and common rights for them;

- having in mind the principles of the international documents safeguarding the rights
national minorities, namely: 3

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Politi
Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Internations
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on th
Rights of the Child, the Helsinki Final Act, the Paris Charter for New Europe, the meetings
the Conference on Human Dimension of the CSCE in Paris, in Copenhagen and in Mosco
the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms
the concept of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages;
- taking into account of the fact that the full development of the national minorities especial
within the territories where they are historically inhabited, alongside the Raba River in tk
Republic of Hungary and alongside the Mura River in the Republic of Slovenia, may enric
the cultural life and the co-operation between both countries

have agreed as follows:
Article 1

The Contracting Parties shall ensure the possibilities for the national minorities @
individuals belonging to them of preservation, development and free expression of th
cultural, linguistic, religious, full Slovenian and Hungarian identities. To this end, they sh
create and implement such appropriate measures and mechanism in the fields of educatit
culture, mass information, publishing and scientific-research activity, economy and oth
which may promote the multifolded development of the minorities.

Article 2

The Contracting Parties with paramount attention shall promote the institutionalised lez
of and studying in their mother tongue in pre-school, elementary, secondary and b
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education and the knowledge of the culture, histo d A .
and the national minority. ry and present reality of the mother nation

To this end, they shall endeavour the exchange of experience in the educational system of the

national minorities especially the bilingual teaching and th i
books of each others. g and the alternative use of the school-

In adc}ition, thgy shall promote tl?e e_xchange of teachers and students, educational work-help
n}ati;als agdfmstrumdati ents, t(;n'lgamsatlm: of courses and professional training, mutual granting
of state and foundation scholarship for full, partial and post- i i

education for teachers and theologists. P RO S oy

Beside it, they shall encourage the study and learnin i
. hey s : g the language, culture and history of th
national minorities and their mother nation by individuals belonging to the majority nZign. ;

Article 3

The Contracting Parties shall encourage the full gratificati
national minorities. ¢ gratification of the cultural needs of the

They shall promote the establishment and operation of thei o e o
5 eir cultural iati
and foundations. P institutions, associations

To this end, they shall promote the sending for non-commercial

A shal | - purpose (free of duty taxes
of_ boglfs and periodicals, sound and video records, the publishing activity of the t1)1(ati¢:ma%
n}mﬁntu;;,“ glllcst é:lays of professional and amateur artistic groups as well as the organisation
of all cultural and artistic events which may serve the enrichment of th identi
of the national minorities living in both countries. ARty

Article 4

'ihetiarContrellcting Par!:ies tl;‘.hall ensure for the members of the national minorities the free use of
Ir own language in their private and public life, including th istrati
their original surnames and given names. L nm

The Contracting Parties undertake to ensure withi i istori
: - s unde ithin the territory historically inhabited by thei
fespective national minorities the equal use of both languages especially in rega};rd ctl;
E:Ographllc names and public 'signs, in the local administration, in oral and written
mmunications, in front of administrative and judicial organs and in public institutions.

Article 5

g‘z Con_tmcting Parties' admit the nghts of both minorities for receiving and disseminating
rmation through radio and television broadcasts in their mother tongue.

':c(:itl}is end, they shall ensure for the national minorities to exercise their own information

L ‘:1::(1 {';mdI to 'devc.zlop it. They shall support the free flow of information in the languages of
nal minorities as well as the co-operation betw th i inori

B it et p een the mass media of the minority
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The Contracting Parties shall provide the possibilities of receiving radio and televisio
broadcasts from their country of living and from the mother nation, as well as regular an
suitable time for radio and television programs in their mother language. 4

Article 11

:;‘:v;‘:inot?;:mthge :oa;::lfj }mdeir_tag: to take into account of obligations deriving from this
et sion of other agreements and programmes on co-operation.
The Contracting Parties shall ensure the participation of the representatives of the national

minorities in the conclusion of treaties directly concerning the situation and rights deriving

The Contracting Parties shall support scientific research and studies on the rights, history ar
) from this Convention.

present situation of the national minorities. To this end, they shall support the participation
the national minorities in such research, the creation and operation of the organisations
national minorities and their co-operation with the Contracting Parties and shal

T . : : G Arti
research on minority issues in their respective terrntories. che 12

The Contracting Parties shall provide appropriate material and other support to the

Article 7 implementation of obligations under the present Convention.

The Contracting Parties undertake that, making plans on regional and econo
developments, they shall take into account the special interests of the national minori
within the territories historically inhabited by national minorities, they ensure economi
social development, that makes possible the social and economic equality of na
minorities.

Article 13

No article of the present Convention shall be inte i

; rpreted or impl i tha
| J s , i 2l K level of rights guaranteed or achieved be diminished mplemestiod fna. g taati e
The Contracting Parties in the interest of the national minorities shall support all forms 2

trans-boundary co-operation, especially economic co-operation. -f._ Article 14
The Contracting Parties shall support such kind of regional economic developmentfi"‘
prevent the emigration of the inhabitants and the forcible change of the ethnic compe sitio
the population in territories historically inhabited by national minorities. 0

No provision of the present Convention shall be i :
SR : € interpret i
territorial integrity of each Contracting Parties. rpreted in a way that it harms the

Article 8 Article 15

.'11;‘1]:::1 i?opﬂac:]t]ing Parties sha.II set up a special inter-governmental minority Commission for

i rg;r;ﬁts e ?%cmegtanon of the provisions of the present Convention. The respective

ts o e Contracting Parties shall delegate an appro ia

;mﬂ:e sentat}ves to- this Cgmrr!igsion at every meeting. The members 01-}[)ng g?::lmrii:sr:::tr’xerfrog
respective national minorities shall be appointed upon the proposal of their organisations

The Contracting Parties in conformity with their national legislation shall ensure.
appropriate participation of the national minorities in adopting decisions at local, regiona
national level concerning the rights and situation of the national minorities and their

Article 9

. ..
1he inter-governmental Commission shall meet, at least, twice a year alternatively in the

The Contracting Parties undertake not to form the administrative and regional organi .
. 't.el'ntOncs of the Contracting Parties.

of the state and local self-governments at the expense of the national minorities. /
make efforts to close the administrative districts and parliamentary constituencies 16
districts inhabited by both national minorities. The Contracting Parties in conformi '
their national legislation shall ensure the conditions for the activity of the na
organisations of the national minorities for the protection of the national minorities an:
the protection of their interests.

~ The tas i issi
b, ks of the inter-governmental Commission are the following:
- :g discuss the current issues of both minorities;

2 tnevaluate the implementation of obligations under the Convention;
. ‘0 prepare and adopt recommendations for their respective governments concerning the

Article 10 3 Implementation and in case of necessity the amendment of the Convention.

The Contracting Parties shall ensure for the minorities the possibilities of maintaini g the Commission adopts its decisions by consensus.

and direct contacts with the citizens, state, and public organisations of their respecti :

nations. To this end, they shall first open new border points, provide transport cC nnec

and support the economic and cultural contacts as well as the exchange of professionals: :
{ %
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the United Nations, the European Charter for Regi inori

i s : gional or Minority Languages open to
signatures by the Council of Europe, and the establishment i iSsi
Minorities recently initiated in the CSCE process, e et

Article 16

The present Convention is subject to ratification in conformity with the relevant legislati

each Contracting Parties. i
Considering that there is a need for further development of international elaboration and

The present Convention shall enter into force after the expire of two month from the date codification in the sphere of minority rights

the exchange of the instruments of ratification, the Commission referred to in Article 15 n

be set up immediately after signing the Convention. Declare that the following principles form the foundation of the policies of the Parties in the

: area of the guarantee of minority rights:

Article 17 R

L. The Parties _undtlell'take to consistently guarantee the exercise of the fundamental rights and
liberties of minorities, both alone or in community with other members of their group

The present Convention shall remain in force for five years, its validity shall thereafte
including their equality before law and the prohibition of discrimination.

extended for another 55 years unless either of the Parties terminates it giving a six m

notice in written form.
2. The Parties undertake to improve the available international legal documents that provide

the foundation for the measures adopted in gi itori o
PP given territories; moreover, the i
the possibilities of elaborating new international standards. y will investigate

Done at Ljubljana on 6 November 1992, in duplicate in the Hungarian and Sloven
languages, both texts being equally authentic. &

3. To this end, at existing international forums, the Parties i i
. ' : - shall cooperate in the
interpretation of available legal documents, and the improvementp and more e‘{f;'necf:‘(:ir\r/g

Russia
implementation of developing institutions and mechanisms.

DECLARATION
on the principles guiding the co-operation
between the Republic of Hungary and the Russian Federation
regarding the guarantee of the rights of national minorities
(November 11, 1992)

4. Proceeding from the universal values of social peace and individual li
requirement to extensively guarantee these values, the Parties cori;?;;y ’azs E:ﬂ' arsngls:
significant task the establishment of the necessary conditions for the preservation and
development of the national or ethnic, religious and linguistic identity of minorities. These
measures shall serve the interests of the whole of society and shall not lead to encroa;:hm t
The Republic of Hungary and the Russian Federation, heretofore the Parties, ji the rights of other citizens. .
B 9. T!le lPartles shall respect the right of each individual to freely determine his or her national
, .afﬁ!lgtlon and to practice the rights associated with this affiliation, proclaiming that this
.decl.smn may noF lead to any negative consequences for the individual. In this respect, the
Parties note that in a democratic society, the above-mentioned self-definition — individual’ and

I_:t:glr_nglumty with other members of the group — may include possibilities such as the
establishment of elected organs that deal with minority issues, local and autonomous
;;mli‘l?un.:stmhve organs, and autonomies based on the territorial principle and other forms of

opty_ self-rule, as well as other means of expression of legal interests within the
Constitutional framework of the democratic rule of law.

Emphasising their common goal of creating democratic systems that, within the fra
of a constitutional state, ensure all citizens the rights to fully enjoy their human i
fundamental freedoms, to freely express their lawful interests and endeavour,

political pluralism, social tolerance and equality before the law, and to be protected legal

individuals and as groups,

Proceeding from the Agreement on friendly relations and co-operation between the |
of Hungary and the Soviet Federal Socialist Republic of Russia signed on December 6,

Recognising that respect for and promotion of the rights of national or ethnic, religio
linguistic minorities (heretofore minorities) and the universally recognised compo
human rights are significant factors of peace, justice, security, stability and democt
are required for the development of friendly relations and co-operation between States,

:mThe Paf'tics gha]] provide legal or other means of protecting the minorities from any

i denvtlity ~ including propaganda — that may endanger the realisation of their rights or their

,'diusti fytj:;cg“t}imkg' tht? use of t;(:rce or encourage the incitement of hatred, or engender or
. o A . | CNEGS. ; ative discrimination based i iati "

Expressing their concern with intolerant and discriminatory manifestations in nume : on national affiliation.

states, including the increase of acts of violence against persons belonging to thes

and ethnic cleansing,

k.

%d;f"{lilgul’]artles dcgrp it necessary to guarantee the unhindered exercise of the right of

e t;Is to participate §ubstant1all){ in social life, as individuals or in community with

e ;h ough t_he c;s_tablnshment of independent social organisations and associations, in

o & at thg minorities may protect and express their legal interests, and including their

R pation in all matters that are related to the safeguarding and development of their
ty and the adoption and execution of decisions affecting their place of inhabitation.

Considering the activities of international forums and non-governmental organisations 1
area, with special regard to the latest developments, namely, the Declaration on the
Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities embodi

254 255




8 The Parties declare the need for the realisation of the principle that state organs that dez
and national minorities shall come about throug

democratic means and with the participation and consideration of the interests of
nationalities inhabiting the given territory, including the social organisations and associatios

with the issues of the nationalities

that express their opinions.

9. The Parties deem as unacceptable those administrative, economic or other measures th
are directed toward the forceful assimilation or alteration of the ethnic composition of tk
districts within the territories inhabited by minorities.

10. The Parties consider practical the adoption of necessary legal, administrative and oth
measures that aim at allowing the minorities to practice their right to use their nati

language in writing and orally and in
their national first and family names.

™

their personal lives and in public, including the

Exercise of this right shall not affect the n'.-";!fr:.-..

minorities to learn the official language or languages of the State.

11. The Parties shall respect the right of minorities to preserve and develop their n;—f_-
identity, including the preservation and maintenance of their particular cultural heritage.

12. The Parties shall respect the right of those members of a community of faith belonging!
a minority to practice their religion; to obtain, own, produce and use the necessary religi
materials in their native language; and to receive religious training in heir native languag e,

13. The Parties shall respect the right of minorities both to protect and represent the
fundamental rights and to freely access information in their native language, including
right to disseminate and exchange information and to receive state support according

capacity of the State.

14. The Parties shall utilize all of its means within its reach to assist individuals belonging
minorities in establishing and maintaining relations with one another within their state 2
without discrimination, and also with the citizens of other states, with whom they share &
same ethnic or national origins and cultural heritage. >

15. The Parties confirm their intention to bilaterally, regionally and universally promo e t
international codification of national minority rights. They express their readiness to § Ppe
such efforts within the framework of the United Nations and the CSCE. "

16. In the interest of the application of the above-mentioned principles and the attainment
the objectives, the Parties shall co-ordinate their co-operation in various international fi
striving to establish extensive international consensus and to enforce peaceful instrument

conflict resolution.

17. Nothing in this Declaration shall be interpreted as implying any right to engage

activity or perform any action in contravention to the purposes and principles of the

Nations Charter, other international legal obligations, or the provisions of the Helsinki Fi
Act, including the principle of the territorial integrity of States.

Signed in November 11, 1992 in Budapest, Hungary, in two copies, each in both H -

and Russian.
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IV.

Proposals and initiatives of the Hungarian government regarding
the rights of national minorities at EU level

Hungary has been a_ctive in this field since the beginning of the European Convention.
During the Convention the Hungarian delagates presented different proposals aiming at
amending the text of the Praesidium or complementing the draft Constitutional Treaty. The
whole collection of the Hungarian suggestions for amendement may be found at

www.kum.huw/ew/konvent.pdf.

The minority issue concerns mainly Article I-2 of the draft Constitutional Trea hich
deals with the fundamental values of the Union. o T

The following suggestions were made:
1) Péter Balazs: suggestion for amendment of Article 2

2) . Jd;;sef .S.zéjg ; ,,Upjty. in diversity — Proposal for the representation of national and
ethnic minorities in the institutional system of the European Union, Committee of National
and Ethnic Minorities (CONEM)” 26 February 2003

3) Pal Vastagh: suggestion for amendment of Article 3

4)  Contribution of Balazs, Szajer, MacCormick, Eckstein—Kovacs, Szent-Ivanyi, members
and alternate members of the Convention: , Respect for minorities and the European
constitutional structure” 25 March 2003

5)  Joint proposal of Hungarian members of the Convention and others for amendment in
respect of the protection of minority rights, Article I-2

The Hungarian government's activity in the field of minority protection in the sti )
til
Intergovernmental Conference: vp lon in the still ongoing

At the :hmc European Council in 2003 Valéry Giscard d’ Estaing, Chairman of the
C(?nyentlon presented the draft Consitutional Treaty. At the summit the Hungarian Prime
Mmlstgr Péter Medgyessy made a call for the inclusion of the national and ethnic minorities’
collective rights in the draft Constitutional Treaty indicating that the issue of protection of

and respect for minorities will be a priority issue during the upcoming Intergovernmental
Conference.

On 13 _October 2003 Hungary requested in a letter to the Italian Presidency to place the
Hungarian p!-oposal relating to minority rights on the agenda and forwarded the concrete
Pl‘Oposql which was approved by the Grand Committee on the European Union of the
Hungarian National Assembly at its meeting of 8 October 2003.

f:ltl:the compromise proposal package put forward for the November Conclave, the Presidency

angec! two aspects of the Hungarian proposal. On the one hand, it established the
Wm‘ectlon of ,minority” and ,rights” on the notion of individual rights instead of the
Possibility of collective interpretation by referring to ,the rights of persons belonging to a
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