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My Painful Experience
of Wartime Japanese Sex Slavery Transformed My Life

Narrative of Lola Ammonita Balajadia,
76 years old, Former Japanese Army’s Sex Slave in WWII in the Philippines.

( For the Seoul Conference and Second Meeting of the International Solidarity Council
Demanding Settlement of Japan’s Past held in Seoul, Republic of Korea, May 20-23,
2004)

I am Lola Ammonita Balajadia, born on April 21, 1928. It was just last month that [
celebrated my 76" birthday. On that day, forgetting it was my birthday, I applied for my
visa to enable me to come to Seoul and participate in this conference. The Korean
Embassy Political Counselor, Mr. Park, received Ms. Nelia Sancho and myself, and our
companion, a journalist — Mr. Ricardo Malay, and was treated to a hearty lunch at the
Dongwon Korean Restaurant in Makati City. [ was also given chocolates that day.

I could not help but recall how my experience as a sex slave of the Japanese army, though
painful and had given me deep anger towards the Japanese government, had also
transformed my life today. Just after the war in 1945, I was in a state of shock for two
years as a result of my earlier forced confinement as sex slave at a Japanese military
garrison in Santiago, Isabela at the age of 13 years old. | was shamed by my wartime past
and could not continue schooling. I wanted to end my life, and that was in my thoughts
everyday of my life since that brutal garrison rape perpetrated by a Japanese officer.

In 1992, T went to approach the women’s human rights group, AWHRC and its partner,
Gabriela, and told them of my tragic experience. [ wanted their support to recover my
rights and affirm my dignity as a violated woman because of the Japanese wartime
atrocity. Since 1992, I felt my world had changed — I met so many people who had
sympathized with me during my travels to at least nine countries. | gave speeches and
told and retold my story with the new thought in my head that by doing so, I could help
change the world too and make it a better place to live for millions of girls and women.

War should end, rape and sex slavery should stop all over the world.. The international
community should know about the atrocity of the Japanese army, our stories of wartime
sex slavery euphemistically known as the “comfort women” should be heard and the
Japanese government made accountable. By recognizing its crimes sincerely and
compensating its various victims, Japan can put closure to the case.

I have been empowered by my constant travels and participation in international meetings.
I feel good receiving so much support. friendship and solidarity from friends and people
in various countries, including Japanese citizens. As | wake up each day. I feel so much
gratitude and blessed to meet so many kind people. such as those in this meeting. The
thought that comes into my head each day now, is how I would like to live longer and
experience the happiness of being renewed with myself. Where before [ was lost and
wished that | would die each day of my life, today I feel so much reconnected with the



good within me, feeling such a wonder and happy with my self. It %s not becau§e therc_
has been a solution from the Japanese government — no! We, the victims are still fighting
for our just cause. But it is the wonderful reality that out of a war crime perpetrated by _
Japan, humanity has risen to the challenge. The support that I got from so many groups in
the Philippines and other countries has warmed my heart and afﬁl_'med my l?ellef in the
human race. And I continue to hope that the International Solidarity Courlcil for the
Settlement Of Japan’s Past will be another opportunity to express our willand
determination to ease and overcome the pains of war by working together for justice.
That way, humanity will be reminded that there are lessons to learn in every misery and
atrocity committed in war. Sometimes, pain should be experienced so we do not take
peace for granted.

Let me bring you the proposal from the Philippines — from thf? Yictims_’ group, Lolas
Kampanyera and from the various supporting groups of the victims. It is a propos:al that
came from our persistent lobby work with members of the House of Representatives and
the Philippine Senate. Our proposal is to hold-a regular workf‘.}}op and forum of the Asian
legislators and parliamentarians to discuss the issues and policies fo; the settlen:n?m pf
Japan’s war crimes. The venue can be rotated among various countries. The Phllfppmes
is willing to host one workshop — we will be partners with Philippine }eglsiators in
inviting the parliamentarians of other countries to hold a dialogue until a consensus for
the settlement of Japan’s past is achieved.

And now let me share my story in full so that our pain is not forgotten, and we
continue to share the lessons of a historical past to help us construct a peaceful present
and a wonderful future for the human race.

My life, as a young child, with my parents, Eladio Balajadia ( a farmer) and my mo_ther,
Felomina Lalu ( a public school teacher) was quite peaceful and happy. | was born in San
Vicente, Cabiao, Nueva Ecija on April 21, 1928. I was the third of 13 siblings, but only
six survived just before the war. During the war, three more died. Only three of us,
myself and two brothers, are alive.

Just before the war broke out, my father decided that our family move to Santiago,
Isabela where he was able to buy homestead land of 7 hectares planted to palay (rice)
and farm additional 5-hectare land of tumana and kaingin where he planted vegetables
and fruits. Our family had enough food but despite this, I was not allowed to go to school
by my mother who assigned me house chores including taking care of my smaller
brothers and sisters, while she taught in school. So I never went to school though 1
wanted very much to become educated like my older brothers.

Then, December 1942 came. | was 11 years old when the Japanese army arrived to
occupy the Philippines. The first cruelty my family experienced fr(_)m the Japanese‘
soldiers was when they came to raid and burn our village, along with other houses_m the
area. My brother Leonardo and sister Librada died as a result of that incident. During that
time, my father and my eldest brother who were outside the house, were tortured by the

soldiers. I watched and cried helplessly as I cuddled my youngest sister, Lunita. My
mother was around but couldn’t do anything.

My mother and I decided to leave our house and seek refuge in the mountain of Isabela
to be far from the Japanese troops. After sometime, we thought we were safe. But | was
wrong. One day, | was washing clothes in the river along with some older women in the
area. | was 13 years old at that time. Suddenly, a group of 7-9 Japanese soldiers appeared.
An officer on horseback ordered his men to bring me to him. I resisted. As | came near
him, he hit me on the head with his gun and 1 fell unconscious. I was taken on horseback
to the garrison located at the municipal hall of Santiago, Isabela. I woke up and saw
myself already inside a room. The officer was there alone with me, calling me “Baby,
Baby” as he put medicine on my wounded head. Then he started to rape me. I struggled
but he slapped me and eventually, he was able to force himself on me.

I cried so hard, and felt so much pain. I asked myself what I did in the past to deserve this
terrible fate. For several days, I was forced to serve sex to the Japanese officer. He
always wanted a massage to be followed by rape. On the eighth day, I told myself | was
brave enough to escape. I thought I would rather die attempting to escape than continue
suffering his cruelty That night, I stroked the officer’s body till he fell asleep. As I heard
the rooster crowed, | thought the time must be around 2 AM. It was still dark as |
carefully stepped out of the door. | saw several guards walking up and down outside the
building. I walked on my knees until, reaching the barbed wire fence, | crawled under it
until I reached safety. It must have been more than six hours of running and walking
before I reached home, and as soon as [ saw my mother, we tearfully locked in an
embrace. My mother told me years later that I went into a state of shock for two years.
She thought my trauma was so severe. I would often have nightmares and wake up
shouting, “No sir, no sir, [ don’t like it”,

Soon after, the war ended. Our family got reunited, my father and brother returned and

we all decided to return to my birthplace of Nueva Ecija. My mother never told my father
and brother what happened to me. She decided it would be a secret between the two of us.
It was a silence that mostly stayed with me for more than 50 years. 1 felt so ashamed of
myself, I never socialized anymore with my friends or relatives. I would stay in the house
all the time, feeling sad and bitter. Until the time that my mother decided that I should get
married to Dominador Reyes, who was attracted to me. I refused him, and even told him
my horrible experience so he would stay away from me.

But despite this, he said he cared a lot about me. My parents insisted that I got married to
Apong Doming (his nickname) as he had many good qualities. I had four children with
him. But I must say having sex with my husband was like reliving the rape experience
with the Japanese officer. Because of my trauma, I constantly disappointed my husband
who used this as an excuse to indulge himself with sex with another woman for more
than a year. | asked him to leave the house but he wouldn’t. We continued to stay
together and later lived peacefully once again.
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Thank you for listening to my story which I hope will lead in some modest way to help
bring justice to the comfort women whose ranks are being depleted with death each
passing year. May this be an opportunity to bring the divided nation of Korea, where
many of its daughters were forced to suffer the supreme punishment of sexual servitude,
a step closer to its dream of peaceful and independent reunification. I share your
optimism that this gathering will be crowned with the success it so richly deserves.
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The Sexual Slavery for Japanese Military: Philippine Movement Activities in 2002-2004
and the Current Status and Issues, and Suggestions for the International Community

(Presentation from the Philippines Delegation for the Seoul Conference of International
Solidarity Council Demanding Settlement of Japan’s Past, Held in Seoul, Republic of

Korea from May 20-23, 2004)
By Nelia Sancho, National Coordinator, Friends and

Supporting Groups of the LOLAS Kampanyera Filipino Ex-Comfort Women Victims
Organization

On the Comfort Women Issue

The need for the resolution of the Japanese wartime crime of military sexual slavery thru the
comfort women demand for state legal compensation from the Japanese government has 1
resulted into a more intensive lobbying campaign both in Japan and in the affected countries,
such as the Philippines, aimed at urging the passage of the draft postwar compensation bill
refiled in April 2002 in the Japanese Diet by 8 Japanese women senators. The proposed bill
seeks the immediate resolution of issues by the Japanese government concerning the Japanese.
army’s victims of wartime sexual coercion . On August 18, 2002, two women Japanese
senators visited the Philippines to conduct an information campaign among the Filipino
comfort women LOLAS and the members of the Philippine Senate and House of
Representatives re the draft bill at Japan Diet. A consultation was conducted by the Japanese
authors of the bill to collect inputs and hear the comments of the victims and their supporting
organizations in the Philippines. The visit of the Japanese senators and information given on .
the bill was greeted with a positive response and was given a wide media coverage by the :
Philippine media after the press conference organized on August 19 by Representative
Rodriguez Dadivas of Capiz District.

Another positive development is in the area of international networking and solidarity alliance
work. An agreement has been reached in the gathering of Asian and US supporting
organizations of the comfort women and victims of wartime forced labor in the Asian
symposium held in Pyongyang, DPRK from May 3-4, 2002. An international council of
supporting organizations was formed that would be united in its demand and standpoint and
mount a strategy to effectively campaign for the Japanese government to settle its
responsibilities in its wartime past, with the comfort women issue at the top of the agenda.

In 2003, sustained lobbying was undertaken with Filipino legislators in the House of
Representatives and the Philippine Senate for the passage of draft resolutions filed by several
legislators to support the post war compensation draft bill for the comfort women being
discussed at the Japan Diet. However, no House or Senate resolution has as yet been passed.
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Eddie Villanueva of Bangon Pilipinas political movement declared he will do what is
necessary to advance the comfort women demand for the passage of House resolutions urging
the Diet in Japan to pass the draft post war compensation bill, and for financial support of
their needs as aging women. The Lolas Kampanyera members were introduced to a bi

crowd of 1 million people at the Luneta political rally in February 2004. ¢

CAMPAIGN TO ENSURE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT’S ACCOUNTABILITY

1. The formation of an international network of supporting organizations from Asia and

other c?ou.rlmes on the comfort women issue was agreed on in 2002 to ensure effective
campaigning.

The Pyongyang Asian symposium held 3-4 May 2002 resulted in an agreement to form
the International Council that would settle Japan’s past . The timetable set for the final
organization of the international network was the following year, 2003, with China supporting
gro}lps offering the city of Shanghai as venue. The AWHRC Philippines Coordinator was
?n.\med to represent the Philippine support movement for the comfort women lolas . She
joined a core group of coordinators from different supporting organizations doing work on
the comfort women and wartime forced labor issues in the countries of South and North
Korea, Taiwan, China, the Philippines and the USA to realize the agreement and hammer
out a draft constitution, membership policy and plan of action for the international network
t}?at would coordinate and strengthen the international campaign for legal redress for the
victims of Japanese wartime atrocities. The coordinators met in Shanghai, PROC on Sept
17-20, 2003 and the first meeting of the International Solidarity Council D,ema.nding 5
Settlement of Japan’s Past convened some 200 groups and individuals targeted for
membership. The new international council have initiated work on issues that would advocate
the comprehensive settlement of Japan’s responsibilities for the invasion of Asian countries in
World War II so that the affected peoples and countries from Asia could look forward to a
new day of friendly and harmonious relationship with the former aggressor.

Tofiay, we are seeing the convening of the Second Meeting of the ISCDSJP in Seoul
Republic of Korea from May 20-23, 2004. We express the wish that the Council will star; to
work on more specific and concrete joint activities that would commemorate the forthcomin
year 2005, the 60™ anniversary of the end of the 2" World War, We agree that the next yearg
sl?ould be marked as the turning point of the current movement against the Japanese wrongful
hlsto.ry, in the context that the Rightist forces in Japan and in the Japanese government are on
the rise. We do need to address the question of how to reinforce the network of individuals
and organizations against the rise of the Rightist forces in Japan.

: .Ol?e specific proposal discussed by supporting groups of the LOLAS Kampanyera in the
Philippines is the holding of a regular Parliamentarians Forum and An Annual Legislators
Workshop on the issues related to the settlement of J apan’s Militarist Past with the comfort
Wt?{r{;en.compensation resolution as a major agenda. Several individual legislators in the
Philippines have supported this idea of regularly coming together to strengthen the movement
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for the résolution of the comfort women issue. More specific advocacy activities can be
discussed if the parliamentarians/legislators forum would be held regularly.

The Legislative Campaign in the Philippines on the Comfort Women Issue

The AWHRC mounted a lobby campaign at the Philippine Senate and House of
Representatives in 2002-2003 to sensitize Filipino parliamentarians on the need to support the
comfort women lolas by urging Japan Diet to pass the Japanese draft bill providing j
compensation to the victims.

The victim and supporting groups from the Philippines, namely the group of Lolas
Kampanyera Para Sa Kapayapaan at Kumpensasyon ( Ex-comfort women grandmothers
campaigning for Legal Compensation and For World Peace), the Friends and Relatives of
LOLAS and the Buhay Foundation for Women and the Girl Child all worked closely with the
Asian Women Human Rights Council (AWHRC) Philippines Secretariat in undertaking -
lobbying activities at the Philippine Senate and House of Representatives to solicit legislative
support for the draft compensation bill which was first filed at the Japan Diet around 4 years

ago. !

From April 2002 to April 2003, legislative lobbying activities with Philippine
senators and congresspersons were intensive and became the main focus of the year’s
work in support of Filipino comfort women.

In June and July of 2002, a series of visits were made at the Philippine Senate by members of |
AWHRC, Buhay Foundation For Women and the Girl Child and the comfort women victims
of the LOLAS Groupto provide information to the Philippine senators on the draft postwar
compensation bill at the Japan Diet. Photocopies of the Japan draft bill were made along with
other materials from the United Nations Special Rapporteurs on the comfort women issue.
Twenty four information kits were distributed to cover all 24 senators. As a result, two Sen ate.
resolutions were filed, in addition to previous Senate resolutions in years 2000 and 2001, by
Senators Loren Legarda Leviste and Ramon “Jun” Magsaysay which endorsed and supported
the draft bill at the Japan Diet promoting the resolution of the comfort women issue or the
victims of the sexual coercion by the Japanese army. On August 18, two women senators who
arrived in Manila to conduct a consultation with the Filipino victims re the draft Japan
compensation bill also visited the Philippine Senate, met and spoke with Senators Legarda
(Senate Majority Floorleader), Joker Arroyo, Kiko Pangilinan, Manuel Villar (Chair,
Committee on Foreign Relations), Gringo Honasan, Luisa Ejercito Estrada (Chair, Committee
on Women). Their visit resulted in the filing of additional new support resolutions specifically
expressing the Philippine Senate full support to the Japanese Senators’ draft compensation
bill for victims of wartime sexual coercion by Japan.

Ten days later, on August 28, the Senate Committee on Women chaired by Sen. Loi Estrada

finally convened a committee hearing to discuss the proposed Senate resolutions and invited
government agencies concerned with the issue as well as victim organizations. Julia Porras, @
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victim and member of LOLAS Kampanyera Group, represented the Filipino comfort women
victims at the Senate hearing and spoke urging the Philippine senators to pass existing senate
draft resolutions endorsing the Japanese senators draft bill on post-war compensation
meas.ures.lHowever. until today, the Philippine senators have yet to complete their committee
meeting discussions re said Senate resolutions authored by Legarda and Magsaysay.

In Jan.uary, February and March 2003, further visits were made by the Philippines secretariat
coordinator together with the Metro Manila and Arayat Lolas Lobby Group to Senator Ramon

“Jun” Magsaysay to work out a specific resolution expressing the Philippine Senators desire
to urge the Japan Diet to pass the post war draft bill.

A .rnassive letter—.writing was mounted by the LOLAS Kampanyera Group of Roxas City who
delivered letters signed by 72 Lolas to 22 Senators on April 22, 2003 session. (Please refer to

the attached copy to this report bearing original signatures of 72 Lolas of Roxas City in
Capiz).

At the House of Representatives, five visits to lobby the Philippine congressmen and women
for specific resolutions to support the Japanese senators draft bill were made in April, July
August, October and December of 2002; and on February and April, 2003. Seventy t’wo l(;las
of Roxas City also sent the congressmen similar letters given to the senators. AWHRC and
the LOLAS Group members from Arayat, Pampanga also prepared additional letters to cover
more members of the House of Representatives. Herewith is the status report of the
resolutions filed at the Philippine Lower House:

Status of House Resolution 231( Inquiry on the findings of the McDougal Report on
Systematic Rape of Comfort Women during World War II):

[ Adopted as House Resolution 71 by the House of Representatives last December 03,

2001. As of nr:)w, the resolutions is still pending with the Technical Working Group of the
House Committee on Women because the TWG has pushed for refinements and collating the

input.s and suggestions of those who attended the public hearing at the last Committee
meeting held on October 8, 2002.

] The House Committee on Women chaired by Josefina Joson held a joint committee

meeting together with the Committee on Civil, Political and Human Ri ghts chaired by Loreta
Ann Ro‘sales last October 8, 2002 to discuss additional resolutions as follows: House
Resolutions (HR) 71. 669,799 and HR 387 . They focus on varying themes. namely

House resolution 71: Resolution Directing the Committee on Women to conduct an inquiry

in aid of legislation. into the findings of the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against
Women. and McDougall Report on Systematic Rape, Sexual Slavery and Slavery-Like
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Practices, specifically on the Revelation that the Government of Japan During World War I
organized the subjugation and kidnapping of young women for sexual servitude, and for
other purposes; authored by Representative Rodriguez Dadivas of the Capiz Province
Congressional District.

HR 669: Resolution Expressing the Philippine House of Representatives Full Support to the
Compensation Bill Field by Shoji Motooka of the Democratic Party of Japan Seeking for the
Immediate Resolution of Issues Concerning the victims of Wartime Slavery; authored by
Rep.Del De Guzman.

HR 799: Resolution Expressing the Full Support of the Philippine House of Representatives
for the Bill Filed in the Japanese Diet seeking immediate resolution of issues concerning the
victims of wartime sexual coercion, commonly known as the comfort women with the end in
view of addressing the unresolved issues concerning the comfort women; authored by Reps.
Josefina Apostol, Crispin Beltran, Josefina Joson, Liza Masa and Nicholas, Satur Ocampo,
and Cynthia Villar. '

HR 387: Resolution Directing the Committee on Civil, Political and Human Rights to
Conduct a Comprehensive Study on what effective measures should be done by the
Government to Support Comfort Women of the Second World War in Accordance with the
Recommendations of the UN Special Rapporteur on Wartime Sexual Slavery submitted to the
UN Subcommission on Human Rights in Geneva, Switzerland on 14 August 1998; authored
by Rep. Loreta Ann Rosales.

These other resolutions have no further development since the said joint committee meeting
on October 8, 2002. Follow-up visits were done in subsequent months either by phone call or
personal visits by a core lobby group of 7 Lolas of Metro Manila and Arayat, Pampanga at
least once a month.

Support resolutions were solicited from provincial and municipal governments where the
victims reside, such as those in Arayat, Pampanga; Pangasinan; Roxas City and Capiz
Provincial boards and Antipolo City. The local government body in Quezon City had also
been approached in November 2003 and completed signatures by city councilors in February
2004 to the city resolution supporting legal compensation demands of the Filipino comfort
women. All the local government resolutions specifically urged the Japanese Diet to pass the
draft bill resolving the comfort women issue.

The intensive lobbying activities in 2002 till 2003 had been inspired by the visits made in
August, 2002 by 2 powerful Japanese women senators who were accompanied by the
Citizens Fund for Redress (CFR) based in Tokyo. They met with the Philippine media and
discussed with Philippine Senators and members of the House of Representatives the
proposed post war compensation measure. The members of the CFR Tokyo group were led by
Mr. Ken Arimitsu and Kim Yonhi who informed everyone in the Philippine support "
movement for the comfort women . More than a hundred comfort women victims from the
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three victim organizations of the Lila Pilipina Lolas, the Malaya Lolas and the Lolas
Kampanyera were invited. More than half of the victims who attended are members of the
LOLAS Kampanyera Group. Coordinators of the supporting groups of Lila Pilipina and
Gabriela, AWHRC Philippines Secretariat and Buhay Foundation for Women and the Girl
Child also attended. The AWHRC Philippines secretariat facilitated the visit of the Japanese

senators and CFRTokyo supporting partners in Japan, and coordinated their consultation
meeting with all the comfort women Lolas.

The AWHRC Secretariat Coordinator was mainly responsible for ensuring the planning and
implementation of the lobbying activities, and mobilized some prominent women in the
country to liaise with the Filipino legislators in support of the comfort women issue.

Rallies and demonstrations continued to be organized and held in front of the Japanese
Embassy in Manila.

Six demonstrations were successfully organized in 2002 by the Lolas Kampanyera
Group members coming from Metro Manila and Arayat, Pampanga, with support from
AWHRC. The mass action was sustained as a tradition of symbolic protest by the F ilipino
comfort women to highlight the continued inaction and indifference by the Japanese
government. Lolas Kampanyera . with an average of 39 - 50 participating Lolas, relatives and
supporters from Metro Manila, Pangasinan and the majority from Arayat, Pampanga, decided
to hold only six demonstrations for 2002 ( March 8, April 16, May , August, September 24,
October 25) as financial resources to realize the mass actions were limited. It was also note.d
and taken into account that the Lila Pilipina Lolas with Gabriela support have held also 6 or
more actions in front of the Japan Embassy in the same year. The Lolas are also growing
older and weaker, and so their condition is taken into account when determining the
frequency of Lolas participation in mass actions.

In 2003, lobbying actions at the Philippine Congress became the focus of the
mobilization of Lolas Kampanyera instead of holding demonstrations in front of the Japan
Embassy. However,Lila Pilipina Lolas, with Gabriela support, have sustained to hold more
or less quarterly demonstrations in front of the Japan Embassy in 2003.

CAMPAIGN FOR THE CREATION OF A JOINT GOVERNMENT-NGO FACT FINDING
COMMITTEE ON COMFORT WOMEN

This campaign resulted in the convening of a public hearing by the House Committee on
Women of House Resolution 71 on October 08, 2002 which directed the Committee on
Women to conduct an inquiry. in aid of legislation, into the findings of the UN Special
f.{apponeur on Violence Against Women. and McDougall Report on Systematic Rape. Sexual
Slavery and Slavery-Like Practices, specifically on the Revelation that the Government of
J‘apan During World War [1 organized the subjugation and kidnapping of young women
for sexual servitude, and for other purposes. House Resolution 71 was the offshoot of an
carlier resolution authored by Representative Rodriguez Dadivas of the C apiz Province
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Congressional District, the House Resolution 231( Inquiry on the findings of the

McDougal Report on Systematic Rape of Comfort Women during World War ).

House Resolution 231 was adopted as House Resolution 71 by the House of
Representatives last December 03, 2001. As of now, the resolution is still pending with the
Technical Working Group of the House Committee on Women because the former has
pushed for refinements and collated the inputs and suggestions of those who attended the
public hearing at the last Committee meeting held on October 8, 2002. One of the inputs was

specifically to create a joint government-NGO fact-finding committee to investigate the crime 3

of Japanese military sexual slavery as practiced in the Philippines and identify the number and

identities of still surviving comfort women victims. The National Commission on the Role of

Filipino Women (NCRFW) , the Philippine government agency for women issues,

volunteered to liaiase with all comfort women supporting groups for the task of identification

of victims. The executive director of NCRFW took all the addresses and information to
enable her to reach all the groups. To date, there has been no word from the government’s
women’s agency chaired by Aurora Javate de Dios.

CAMPAIGN TO DEMAND FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM THE PHILIPPINE
GOVERNMENT FOR VICTIMS/SURVIVORS

This campaign resulted in the proposal to file a House resolution to provide a pension
scheme for surviving comfort women survivors. This specific proposal came about during
discussions held at the Committee on Women public hearing on October 8, 2002 at the House.
of Representatives. Ten congressmen and women attended the public hearing. Two victims
organizations were represented — the Lolas Kampanyera Group and the Lila Pilipina Lolas.
Both gave written presentations of their demands to the Committee. The Committee on
Women chair, Rep. Josefina Joson, gave her full support to the recommendation to file a
House Resolution expressing the provision of financial support to the Filipino Lolas. This
resolution has still to be followed up with the Committee members for formal filing and
further hearings to be conducted by them.

ONGOING INTERVIEWS , STRENGTHENING OF LOLAS ORGANIZATION FOR
MUTUAL SUPPORT AND PSYCHOLGICAL RESEARCH ON LOLAS for Court Action
and Human Rights Advocacy

From April 2002 to April 2004, ongoing interviews and documentation work to substantiate
the initial stories given by the latest group of survivors have been conducted by the :
Coordinators of Lolas Kampanyera both in Metro Manila and Arayat Pampanga, as well as in.
Capiz Province (with the assistance of 19 supporters from Roxas City, for the
victims/survivors residing in Roxas City and other cities and municipalities of Capiz
Province). Out of 150 victims listed, 45 lolas have so far been substantiated thru a series of V3
interviews, home visits and garrison site visits. There is great and urgent need to get video
camera equipment, and a digital camera for use in documentation and interview work. The =
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Lola?s as living evidences have to be preserved in their storytelling thru the photo and video
equipment. The situation today which finds the lolas dying one after another, as the days pass

makes it especially urgent to preserve their oral history thru the video camera equipment and
photos.

In the year 2000, The Philippines Secretariat Coordinator enlisted the help of 6 Filipino
lawyers for the first take interviews of some 25 Lolas ex-comfort women victims from Arayat
Pampanga. But the Filipino lawyers could not sustain their volunteer work as they were taken ,
up \‘w'th their own jobs. It must be said that the interview and documentation work on each
victim who approaches the AWHRC for exhaustive documentation support takes about 2-4
years to complete. The first take interview with an output of a basic story can be completed in
thrt?e months. But the substantiation (or providing the evidences) takes more time to complete
This process was seen in the first batch of Lila Pilipina Lolas who approached AWHRC in |
199?. The. volunteer lawyers from Japan who did the exhaustive interviews and visits of
garrison sites and homes of Lolas took 6 years, and much financial and equipment resources

to complete the documentation for the 46 Lola plaintiffs whose lawsuit was filed at the Toky-o

District. Court. Their submission of initial complaints of sexual violence to the Japanese
domestic court had to be fully substantiated.

In the case of the latest batch of survivors in the organization of the Lolas Kampanyera who
approached AWHRC Philippines Secretariat for support, the latter have to rely on their own
limited staff and resources to undertake the exhaustive documentation and interview work So
the process to fully substantiate the Lolas Kampanyera victims’ first take stories require a
longer time than it did with the Lila Pilipina Lolas. The present number of the Lolas
Kamp.)anyera group increased from the initial registered list of 85 victims to 150 due to the
sustained documentation work of AWHRC which continued to receive new victims that
rece?tly s?rfaced from the period 2000 to 2003. From a listing of 150 victims, the active
syr\tlvors in the Lolas Kampanyera group have been reduced to 85 because there were
victims that have passed away in the last two years. There are 55 from Roxas City and other
areas of Capiz Province; 25 from Arayat, Pampanga; and 5 from Metro Manila and
Pangasinan. Mobilization of lolas for various activities come from the present active members
of the Lolas Kampanyera Group. During the last three years, total of 25 have passed away or
have become bedridden- 10 from Arayat, Pampanga and 15 from Capiz Province, mostly

from Roxas City. For the Lila Pilipina Group, around 40 registered victims have died in the
last ten years.

The. work of paying attention to the victims health situation and of the emotional and psycho-
social development of all our Lolas is, to say the least, a huge task which the supporting
groups could hardly cope with. The health situation of many surviving Lolas have not been so
gF)od. Many have poor nutrition and weak eyesight.. Several are in ill health, suffering from
e.lther.ruberculosis, cancer , diabetes or heart ailments. Though it is difficult to cope with the
situation because of the limited resources on hand. efforts have been made by the AWHRC
and and other supporting groups to meet the various needs of the victims throughout the past
one year. Vitamins and medicines to treat tuberculosis, diabetic complications and pneumonia
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ailments have been solicited from some congressmen and women and senators. However, the

Workshops and trainings were also conducted f i
solicitation result is still woefully inadequate. ucted for the Lolas in Arayat, Pampanga and

Pangasi_nan on a per group basis, These were conducted at the Lolas * Daluyan” Reception
Center in Mandaluyong City in Metro Manila on July 9, 23 ; April 17 and September 8, in
2002. These were conducted by Flor Marmol and Nelia Sancho. Other trainings held fr;)m
January to March in 2003 had to be conducted by Flor Marmol alone as Nelia have her own
schedules with the Roxas City lolas or is overseas, and could not join her.

Home visits to the Lolas were conducted by not only the AWHRC secretariat staff but
also by the group of supporters based in Roxas City. Regular monthly meetings (usually held
at the last week of each month) were ensured in each area by their respective coordinators
(Flor Marmol for Arayat, Pampanga and Lita (Daday) Gallano for Roxas City). The monthly
meetings were not realized in certain months in Arayat, Pampanga (such as May and J uly
2002) when there are conflicting schedules with other activities such as demonstrations or
trainings.The AWHRC Philippine Secretariat Coordinator would attend monthly general
meetings when available and able to find the funds for travel in each place. Such general
assemblies were conducted for Lolas in each area and serve as bonding sessions for all the
victims in the organization. These also serve as forums to discuss and inform on campai gn
developments, and to plan for future actions and lobbying activities. The Lolas general
meetings in the year 2002 in Arayat, Pampanga were held on March 16, April 27, June 30
Aug. 27, Sept.27, Oct. 28, Nov. 20 and Dec. 29. For 2003, the Arayat Lolas gene;al 1
assemblies were conducted in January, March 6 and 28, and April 30.

Therapy in the form of counseling, bonding sessions, self-esteem building workshops and
regular monthly meetings providing the lolas with moral and emotional support and strength
have been consciously conducted and appreciated as a must-do activity for the Lolas. This is
the reason why the Philippines Secretariat coordinator travels on a regular basis, at least once
if not twice a month, to visit the Lolas in Roxas City. The travel to Roxas City is done after or
before the visit to Caticlan AWHRC office which can easily be reached by overland bus ride.
Therapy workshops were held in 2002 and 2003 for both Lolas victims in Arayat, Pampanga
and Capiz Province.

The following workshops for Roxas City Lolas were held in 2002, 2003 and one in 2004:
Tree of Life drawing and storytelling workshops were conducted in Roxas City on April
27,2002 and May 3, 2003 for 40 women victims. A group therapy for 35 comfort women
lolas, who were brought to the same garrison in CAPIZ EMMANUEL HOSPITAL in Roxas
City, was done with support from 10 supporters. This was conducted for one whole day at
Nesta’s Baybay Resort in Roxas City on August 3, 2003. A selected number of Lolas were
invited for a more intensive counseling and self-esteem workshops at the Caticlan AWHRC
Reception Center as follows: 6 Lolas and 6 supporters from Roxas City participated at a one
day workshop on November12, 2003 followed by a swimming session the following day; aa
two-day workshop was conducted on Nov. 13-14, 2003 for 8 lolas and 4 supporters. On April
8. 2004, a workshop at Nestas Baybay was conducted.

[ would like to describe more fully the specific therapy workshop session for some 35
victims who were quartered as sex slaves at the Capiz Emmanuel Hospital in Roxas City,
Capiz Province in the island of Panay, Western Visayas region. The hospital was transformed
into one of the biggest military garrisons and comfort stations of the Japanese army in Panay
Island during World War IL. In the therapy session held for the first time with Roxas City
Lolas , the 35 lolas victims gathered at the NESTA’s Beach Resort, located 1 kilometer away
from the city center, for one whole day. In four small groups of 9 Lolas each group, they '
shared about their childhood experiences and their life inside the Emmanuel garrison. Many
victims felt that hearing the experiences of the other lolas made them supportive and closer to
one another. They found the solidarity that was generated through the therapy workshop an
affirming experience that strengthened and empowered them.

Trainings for Roxas City supporters (about 19 participated) were also conducted on
July 7 and on May 11, 2002. The training seminars focused on knowledge building about the
comfort women issue, and attitudes building in dealing with the comfort women victims.
Conflict resolution processes regarding relationships with family members and those in their
community were also discussed, especially the impact of stigmatization and verbal abuse
towards the lolas related to their sexual experience with Japanese soldiers. The objective was
how to provide more effective support to the development of the victims self-esteem and ;
providing care and attention to their specific needs for their physical, mental and emotional
health.

The 2002 Lolas monthly meetings in Roxas City took place on April 27, May 18 and 22, June
29, July 6 and 26; August 31, Sept. 27, Oct. 26 and 28, Nov. 30, Dec. 14,19, 20 and 28 {;vhich
included the Christmas Party of the Lolas). Likewise, 2003 meetings were h.eld once or twice
amonth. It was a good thing that Roxas City Lolas are assisted by an active group of 19
suppon?rs » many of whom are relatives and family members. They are so active and
supportw.e that the supporters and relatives formally organized themselves in March 2003 into
a supporting group called FRIENDS AND RELATIVES OF LOLAS IN ROXAS CITY.

Sustained meetings of the Lolas victims both in Arayat, Pampanga and Roxas C ity in Capiz

Province were held monthly all throughout 2003 and the first four months of 2004 conducted
by the local coordinators.

Hosting of visitors from overseas solidarity groups were also undertaken and provided the
atmosphere of support and friendship for the Lolas. In 2002, the Arayat Lolas in Luzon island
and those in various places of Metro Manila, received the CFR-Tokyo visitors from Japan in
AUgI:lSI. In 2003, they received ten Japanese visitors of the Peace C};cle group on March 11
(‘)n Pebl.'uary 23,2003, Lolas Menen and Maria were interviewed by Christa of the EZE |
Evaluation Team at the Lolas Reception Center in Mandaluyong City in Metro Manilz; On
March 5. 2004, the Japan Peace Cycle Group again visited the Lolas of Arayat Pampar;ua

.Wl[h‘a. group meeting and photo session held at the MacDonalds Restaurant at the UP Citimall
in Diliman, Quezon City.
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As for the Roxas City lolas, in 2002, they received the CF_R-Tokyo visnto;sson August 21-22
and Corinne Kumar of AWHRC from Bangalore and Tunis on Sept. 27 — ]a "
Corinne was the Lolas and supporters’ special guest fltlz:r the press ff)rum he_: t:?ne an;; ‘le v
Roxas City to mark the Filipino comfort women’s 10 year campaign for _]ll: ic s egi o
redress from the Japanese government. In 2003, two groups of overseas v;isll gr; . ]
by the Roxas Lolas and supporters. The first was thfe filmmaking group calle : uzpfor . g
based in New York City, USA. They were researching on the comfort womz? flsi e
future film documentary on trafficking, linking the comfort women to the-Zt]r5 E";l La %ion ul
women issue. Roxas Lolas also received Christa and Rfasemary of the E ! A% e |
on February 26-27. The two visitors joined the Roxas City Lolas and Supporters

Women in Black action in Roxas City organized on February 27,2003.

Other Support Activities Undertaken for the Lolas

Various support work activities from April 2002 through April 2004 werehunéenaken as part
of strengthening the campaign for the Lolas demand for_legal .redress. m::f as.d e
1. Continuing documentation of garrison sites @d mterv;ews of ne ou.n s
done throughout the year. Roxas City in Capiz Province has nc:m,’r registere pon
lolas (from the previous record of 33 victims). AW"HRC supponln% fgroug a: -
Kampanyera, a victims group, made a thoroughgoing Stlildy .Of ﬁ.le ife an le p:d “
of 15 sex slave victims in the last one year. A book publication is being plann
the funds have not yet been raised.

2. A website for Filipino Comfort Women activities in the Philippin‘es has been set upt:ed
last year with www.lolasonline.org as the title or URL The website ?Ontil: clonsas )
of some stories of lolas, reports on advocacy activities and photos. Since the au;lind
of this website in September 2002 by the Lolas Kampanyera and AWHRF?, \:e ound |
it has served as a useful reference for Filipino history StUdE:l.'llS, and those.: 1.n the 8
English-speaking world such as the USA. Amt.)l}g the webs_lte s many :\s;;r;c "
students from the USA and Philippine universities l.1ave wnt_ten t? the : o
Lolas website editor to express their thanks for the‘ 1_ntjonnat10n given on th;;ss;fel 3
military sexual slavery by Japan, specifically on F‘.I hpu?o comfort wornen. . ;F;li
students of history courses have asked for direct interviews and_ r.nee_tmgs wit . f no
victims who are members of the Lolas Group.The AWHRC Phlllp%)mes Secretanz ]
coordinator made replies through the feedback SEC‘l‘IOI'l of the website andha:rangl;e ;
meetings of the comfort women victims with the histor}f stf.ldents resea.n.: _ers W :)n .I
making term papers on wartime atrocities of Japan and its impact on Filipino womer |
during the World War II.

3. Commemorative activities celebrating and marking the 10 years {1'?9?-20{13)2) o
anniversary of the Philippine movement for legal redress for the Filipino o.rn .0
Women Lolas were organized and conducted throughout the year 2002 by \;:c.um
organizations of LILA Pilipina and Lolas Ka_mpanyera (I.,olas Groug} agd ;riill; b
support groups, the Asian Women Human Rights Council ( AWHRC), Ga
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Buhay Foundation for Women and the Girl Child. As part of commemorative actions,
two demonstrations of Lolas and supporters were held on March 8 and September
2002 to highlight Japan government inaction for the last 10 years as there is still no
offer of a sincere and official apology to each individual victim, and no legal
compensation has been forthcoming from the Japanese government.

A symposium to advocate for legislative action from the Philippine Senate and House
of Representatives was organized by AWHRC and LOLAS Group on October 2, 2002
as part of the commemorative events of the 10th year anniversary of the Lolas’
campaign. Four legislators attended the symposium — Representatives Rodriguez
Dadivas, Del de Guzman, Josefina Joson, Loretta Ann Rosales and Cynthia Villar.
The congressmen and women discussed the House resolutions related to the support of
the resolution of the comfort women issue through the enactment of the Japan draft
bill authored by Japanese senators and filed at the J apan Diet.

- There are reception centers set up to welcome the lolas, receive their stories, take part

in workshops and trainings, meet overseas visitors or to simply relax and watch TV or
have someone to talk to when they feel lonely. For the Lolas Group members from
Arayat, Pampanga, Metro Manila and Pangasinan - they come and visit the reception
center called DALUYAN HOUSE located at Mandaluyong City in Metro Manila. The
center is managed by parttime volunteers. Among them were Anthony Sualog and

Flor Marmol (the latter serves as coordinator of the Lolas Group in Arayat, Pampanga).

. Filipino students of history or researchers come to the Lolas Center to meet or

interview the Lolas (besides the Quezon Memorial Park which is a favorite picnic
place in Quezon City for the Metro Manila lolas). The Daluyan house is a small center
which could only accommodate from 4 to 10 victims at a time. It is rented for a small
fee of US$ 60.00 a month which the supporting groups try to fundraise locally every
month. Another reception center is the AWHRC office located in the village of
Caticlan, located in Malay municipality, Aklan Province. It is near the popular beach
resort called Boracay. The center is in front of the sea. The lolas from Roxas City in
Capiz Province could visit this center whenever they feel able to travel for three hours
bus ride. They could stay overnight or participate in the therapy workshop held on the
weekends, once or twice a year. The Lolas are accompanied by members of the
supporting group from Roxas City. The volunteer coordinators of the local supporting
group are Lita Gallano, Dr. Neneng Albanilla and Virginia Fabella. The 19 supporting
group members from Roxas City undertake house visits of Lolas to check on their
health situation. support the documentation work of AWHRC for the book publication,

organize the monthly meetings of the Lolas and the joint birthday celebrations of
Lolas having their birthdates on the same month.

- Two evaluation meetings of the Filipino comfort women program were organized :

August 15-16. 2002 with Pansol, Laguna as the venue: and January 16— 18. 2003 in
Caticlan AWHRC office.Invited the Lolas Core Group members from MetroManila,
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Pangasinan, Arayat and Roxas City who were electted as officers of th(? Lc:ilasf -

Kampanyera organization. Members of the supportlflg groups — the Friends g .l c(l)

and Relatives in Roxas City and the Buhay Foundation for Women and the Gir!

Child were also invited. Some 15 persons sat together to evaluate the program
quantitatively and qualitatively for the past one year, notec,l the strengths and "
weaknesses, and made recommendations for the nf.:xt year’s pl::u:ls and activities as.Ell
on the goals and objectives of the program. It was in these meetings that the propos

to focus on lobbying the Filipino legislators to make tk.lem aware of the need ftgl
support the Japan draft bill for the victims’ compensation was madt;. Mostbo . ;:
participants were new to the evaluation process, and felt awed by the ?uun:] €r 0 o
activities undertaken during the past six months or one year to bring further visibility

-‘!_J-E__,:—"— '—rr_' — F

to the campaign.

Caravans for Peace was sustained with the Filipino comfort women wt?en in
November, 2002, and on March 2003,. at the height of the US. war against Iraq, more
than 12 lolas and supporters traveled to Caticlan from Ro.xf, Cn}t. Along the way, stops
were made to different Lolas homes in various municipalities, discussed the pu;p.ose
of the caravan in their community and with family mer‘nbers., and lookefi as well into
the situation of the Lolas in their respective communities. Violence against the
comfort women in war and conflict situations such as thatl of the exar.nple of Jap@ese
military sexual slavery was related to the contemporary violence against women 1:1.
communities such as battering women in their homes, rape and sexual harassment in

workplaces. Lively discussions took place.

o0
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Forgotten Atrocity: Japanese Military Sexual Slavery

Henry K. Yoo, DVM(F & 77)
Historical Justice Now 3% 0] ¥

Introduction: This article is written mainly to express the position of Historical Justice Now
in the US in an effort to distinguish two distinctive efforts to bring justice to the war crimes
conducted by Japan during the World War I1. Although it is extremely crucial that the victims
are recognized through the international legal efforts to provide reparations to the victims and
their families, it still remains unresolved if we do not learn the decency of embracing our heart so
that they do understand that there is other side of the world that may make up what they have lost
from previous atrocities. By bringing more clarity to the importance of the justice to the
historical atrocities, Historical Justice Now may make a significant contribution to the society.
We are confident that this venture will be a successful one when continuous efforts are made
through education and enlightening of the public on the basis of past history, especially for those
who have not been exposed to modern Asian history and culture.

Objective of Justice:

The USA is absolutely embarrassed by the abusive scandals that happened through the US
interrogations at Abu Ghraib Prison in Iraq. It took only few infamous graphics and tenacious
Jjournalists to have the whole world to feel the anger against the atrocity. Violation of Human
Right and sexual exploitation have been personally recognized and publicly acknowledged by US
Defense Secretary Rumsfeld. Healing of the wound inflicted by the pain and suffering begins

only when someone starts to acknowledge, admit and be remorseful for the wrong doings with
sincerity.

No nation, no organization and no one need to exhibit or experience these atrocities under any
circumstances. It does not matter whether it is now, later or the past when it comes to the
intended human suffering. These basic principles of human dignity to be protected from any
inflicted pain and suffering should be applied to any race, gender or religious group, culture as
well as rank in the social status. It is important that this principle is recognized by all human kind
and our generations to come so that human tragedies that we have experienced in the past history
do not repeat in the years to come. Important point is neither in the legal intervention nor in
ethnic revenge, but lies in our resuming a fair human being, decent society and a world with
genuine concern on human dignity and rights. Positive efforts are to be made to bring justice to

and for all so that our society maintains the decency without creating a vicious cycle through the
victims of historical in-justice.

Unfinished Business:

"There has been no greater mass crime that I know of . . . that has been committed against

modern women, modern-day women, in the 20th century."-Statement of Brig. Gen. Vorley M.
Rexroad (Ret.), January 17, 2001.

Here are excerpts from 105th Congress - House Concurrent Resolution 126 [Japanese War
Crimes].
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Expressing the sense of Congress concerning the war crimes committed by the Japanese
military during World War 1. Whereas during World War II the Government of Japan
deliberately ignored and flagrantly violated the Geneva and Hague Conventions and
committed atrocious crimes against humanity. United States prisoners held by the German.
military during World War II, 1.1 percent of the military prisoners and 3.5 percent of the
civilian prisoners died during their imprisonment, but of the United States prisoners held
by the Japanese military, 37.3 percent of the military prisoners and 11 percent of the
civilian prisoners died during their imprisonment. Japanese biochemical warfare
detachment in Mukden, Manchuria, commanded by Dr. Shiro Ishii, experiments were _
conducted on living prisoners of war that included infecting prisoners with deadly toxins,
including plague, anthrax, typhoid, and cholera;

B ] -
acy kﬁg?vt{:jt ;h:ahg}mfemm_ent of J apan 1s practicing historical injustice by refusing to full
o Fjlowm;n DT:; ;,t ::mmltted dlunng World War Il and to provide reparations toyits
- Foll us more clear understanding of what the U i
recommending to Japan and it’s i e
‘ government according to the 108th C -
Resolution 226 [Japanese War Crimes], introduced by Congressman I?ar:-:gerf'isjan? {)i‘rltsfui: n;;ﬂment

f:(f]f;;efso:-hti sense Oif Co:l-lgress that the Government of Japan should: (1) issue an

¢ sexual enslavement of young women (known as " '

_ ‘ _ 0 as "comfort i

;l;ml:eg ;he:olomal occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands during Worl\;{?\;in:rnll)' 2)
y reparations to the victims; (3) educate future generations about this crime agair;sg

If we add above two public statement by a retired U.S. General and Congress Resolution HR-
105., we understand the incidents in Iraq is not near the gravity of what is being discovered from
the Japan connection. Mistreatment in Iraq military prison may look so insignificant in it’s

magnitude, scale and duration of the atrocity. Important point is not the comparison of these two.
atrocities in magnitude but is in the tantalizing under rated recognition by the global society. :

Sex Slavery: From 1931 throughout the duration of the Asian/Pacific wars, the Japanese 1
Government instituted a system of sexual slavery throughout the territories it occupied.' During
that time, women were recruited by force, coercion, or deception into sexual slavery for the ]
Japanese military. The Japanese Imperial Army euphemistically referred to these womenas
“comfort women”. Although historians often disagree about the number of "comfort women," the
most widely used figure is estimated at 200,000.The majority (approximately 80%) came from
Korea, then a Japanese colony, and another large percentage came from Japanese-occupied Chin:

gnd their families, this is their lifelong atrocity that may not b i
:.2 :;] r};efgﬁ :::I:Eet(})] ;Io_bb:lt it _is a crucial element of ourysociet; trs iil:neg\gfe?;,t:;:;seigbgg N
s trrnuct;avzn;sﬁkes tl:nat h'as been committed. It is our job as Historical Justice
P Ll ns;:mble issue to educate and enlighten the public so that there is
s pport from 'the society to recognize the victims and their families

g the first step in the healing process of trauma that the victims had to carry on .for

over 5 decades. At the same tim i
r des. e we need to continue t i i i
the impending embarrassment they will ex; e aRmE L

admit their wrong doing.

Toward the end of the World War 11, the use of "comfort women" was a widespread and regular
phenomenon throughout J apan-controlled East Asia. The women held in sexual slavery were
raped repeatedly -- by some accounts by 30 or 40 men each day -- day after day. Torture and

beatings were common. Those who attempted to resist, and some who did not, were beaten,
tortured, or mutilated; sometimes they were murdered. For some, the servitude lasted as long as
eight years.

perience in the years to come unless they begin to

[End].
Dr. Yoo, co-president of Historical Justice Now
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At the end of the war, many "comfort women" were killed by retreating troops or simply
abandoned. For example, in one case in Micronesia, the Japanese Army killed 70 "comfort
women" in one night just before the arrival of American troops. Others were abandoned,
sometimes in dense jungles, when their Japanese captors fled. Many of those died of starvatic
and disease. Others did not know where they were, were hundreds of miles from their home
no money, and no means to return.

. is a Healthcare consultant in Santa Monica

Historical Injustice by the War Crime Nation: International jurists in Geneva,

Switzerland ruled in 1993 that women who were forced to be sexual slaves of the Japanese
military during World War Il (known by the Japanese military as comfort women') deserve at
least $40.000 each as compensation for their "extreme pain and suffering’; The Government of
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