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Introduction

1. The Republic of Korea’s perception of children’s rights is in accordance with the

philosophy of the Convention, and in that sense Korea has taken concrete actions in all legal and
institutional measures in a wide range of areas.

2. Korea has made every endeavour to broaden the understanding of children’s rights and to
increase their physical and emotional protection. The main goals of this endeavour are to ensure
that “every child should have human dignity and equal rights without discrimination, receive
respect as the emerging future generation, and enjoy the opportunity of developing with rectitude
and self-assurance” (Children’s Charter); to help “provide them with the required conditions and
environments for their humane and happy lives” (revised Youths’ Charter); and to secure
“welfare for them to have a happy and healthy birth and growth” (Child Welfare Act).

3. The Children’s Charter of the Republic of Korea, consisting of a preamble

and 11 articles, states that children’s rights must be respected. The contents of the Charter
are listed as appendix 1.

4. The basic rights and responsibilities of youths are concretely presented in the New
Youths’ Charter, which was revised in October 1998. The New Youths’ Charter stipulates
youths’ autonomous life and voluntary participation and suggests the principle of coexistence
between adults and youth in the twenty-first century, which can be attained with the cooperation
of the present generation as listed in paragraph 3 of the initial report.

5. As of the end of 1995, the number of children aged 0 to 17 was 12,886,000,

or 28.6 per cent of the total population. There are more boys than girls; there were 110.0 boys
for every 100 girls in 1995. The size of the child population is projected to decrease to

about 12 million (26 per cent of the total population) by 2010 and to about 11 million

(21 per cent of the total population) by 2020.

Table 1
Child population profile by age group

(Unit: 1,000 persons)
1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

(projected)
Total population (A) | 37407| 40420] 43 390 45092 47275

Child population (B) | 15219 14 844| 13752 12886 12383
(B/A, per cent) @0 367 GLY| (286)| (262
0 year 755 611  632] 720 705
1-5 years 3840 3929| 3313 3473 3570
6-11 years 5486| 4763 4877 3901 4081
12-17 years 5138 s5s41| 4930 4792 4027

Source: National Statistical Office, Future Population Projection, 1996.
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6. The Medical Insurance Act, enacted in 1977, and the nationwide health insurance system
introduced in 1989 are the basic foundations of health security for children’s health. In addition,
the medicaid system has played a significant role in promoting the health level of children by
providing primary health care for the children of low-income families.

7 The enactment and revision of the Child Welfare Act and its related acts and regulations
are cornerstones for improving the child welfare sector. The Child Welfare Act, a basic law for
child welfare, was revised in 1981 from the previous Child Welfare Act which was enacted

in 1961. The basic idea of the Act has been changed from the past practice of providing social
security benefits for the children in need, to the active implementation of the welfare and sound
upbringing of all children. Basically, this change was caused by the childcare problems derived
from pervasive divorce along with the rise of industrialization. The Infant Foster Act was
enacted in 1991 to mitigate the child fostering burden of working married women. In addition,
the Youth Foster Act was totally revised as the Framework Act on Juveniles in 1993, which has
become the legal basis for constructing social environments where all youths grow to be
intellectually, morally and physically balanced. At present, the revision of the Child Welfare Act
is being proposed and discussed in the National Assembly in order to include a clause about
child abuse which aims at preventing child abuse, intervening in cases of such abuse and
providing treatment for the victims.

8. The education of children is of great importance in Korea, which has invested heavily in
education to teach and develop the minds of children. Every child in Korea has the right and
obligation to receive a nine-year compulsory education. A majority of children receive
institutional education. As of April 1998, 99.9 per cent of children who graduated primary
school enrolled in junior school, and 99.4 per cent of children who graduated junior school
enrolled in high school. Korea has endeavoured to increase the quality of education in addition
to the number of students who receive education.

9. The Korean Government has made efforts to promote the rights of children. Also, a large
number of non-governmental organizations and agencies such as the Korean Council for
Children’s Rights, the Korea Neighbourhood Society, the Korean Child Protection Association
and UNICEF/Korea have contributed to the promotion of children’s rights as well.

1. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RIGHTS IN THE CONVENTION

10.  The Republic of Korea signed the Convention on the Rights of the Child

on 25 September 1990. The Republic of Korea ratified the Convention on 20 November 1991,
with reservations on three articles which are contradictory to the current laws of Korea. As the
Convention entered into force on 20 December 1991, the Republic of Korea submitted the first
national report on the Convention on 8 November 1994, following article 44 of the Convention.

1.  The articles in the Convention against which the Republic of Korea has lodged
reservations are article 9, paragraph 3 (guarantees of the child’s right to maintain contact with
the parents), article 21 (a) (permission for the adoption of a child by the competent authorities
only) and article 40, paragraph 2 (b) (v) (reassessment of the verdict of a child’s trial). The

concrete explanations for these reservations are contained in the first national report.
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ithdraw these reservations for honest implementation of the Con\:::xtion

13.  The Convention makes i

P s it the duty of the participati . v
%?\ﬁ%[;zlgil{gcncrally llcjnown to both children and Iajdults1 I;zt:l?f iitgit\fi(tiz;? iﬁi:gmvlsmns =

orea, established in 1993, published the b ' '

as a ioi : ST e rochure “Child : »
iy ‘_(lglllltlto ;;rzjneict v?lth Citizens’ Participation Solidarity, and clissemir](::;rnlttl:lgl th tl(;um}?n o
It further lgans ?t;:n;& UNICEF/Korea publicizes children’s rights by educatirf e
Childrenflriorca 0 hold a conference focused on publicizing the Convention Sagcpt;r G
Teteeaticere] Sa;vae r:;:—g}r}c_:lﬁt non-governmental organization which is a me;nber of t;e
children’s rights by prod ; ('iren Alliance, provides publicity and educational activities on
Firoetionsl et SprS(; Slézllingdc: programmes on children’s rights. Good Neighbours

A _ ul Broadcasting System) coprod : :
child abuse prevention that was televised once cver; dfy fo:‘lf)i: E‘luobr::; li;::::llgrislfl;mgmg:nfg;ii

ecember :

A. M.easures taken to harmonize national law and polic
with the provisions of the Convention ?

14.  Before ratifyi i i
children’s righ tI;a;Lfylaﬁg th::aI Cpr}vent}on, the Republic of Korea had been endeavouring to reali
Wbt ti {, a mjmstratl_vely.and systematically. Through amendments to the Ch"?g
New YDuths,’ Chartcll-e e‘{g‘;t regulanons In 1981; to the Children’s Charter in 1988 and to th :
ornetbonad! 0 in 8, the l_egal and institutional bases for children’s rights ’

. proclainted the rights of children and youths and secured legal an‘;l'.ere

15. TheF i
ramework Act on Juveniles replaced the Juvenile Upbring Act in 1993 to provide a

basis for c:eating the soci iti v P
al conditions and en ironm whi i rove the deve opmen of
a4 ents which can im
young peoplc. In 1998, the Mlmstry of Culture and Tourism revised the Youths’ Chai‘ter Wh:Ch
3

became the New Youths’ Ch i
. arter. This new Chart i .
rights of young people and 9 articles on their dutie:.r sy ot peosmble, L actioles on tie

16.  ThelL ised i
e Labour Standards Act revised in March 1997 strengthens the protection of children

through raisi ini

- ang::ldu ::Zrtrilcgmﬂ;; ;?eﬁrglgrtn\igfa:p;grz fo.r gc?‘k from 13 to 15. In order to provide a legal basis
! : priate for internationalizati izati

previous Education Act was revised and became the Frarlxz:zg:l?tf; ?)r:ldEgc;z::tl; rapioy a8

the F on in

t, revised in December 1997, the new regulation

: : ’ y name and family line and be

er)sv::s a‘ddeq in amgle 781, paragraph 1, to ensure that newborn
quire citizenship and are registered in the civil register.

December 1997. According to the Civil Ac

(“any child with a forei S5
. . gn father A g
registered in the mother’s family’ use the mother’s famil

babies whose fathers are foreign
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The Nationality Act (art. 2, para. 1) was revised to read,  if the children’s father and mother
have Korean nationality at the time the children are born, they are considered to have Korean
nationality”. Article 10, paragraph 2, of the revised Nationality Act, was amended to read: “the
children who cannot lose their original nationality against their will cannot lose their Korean

nationality”.

17.  The Criminal Procedure Act was revised in 1997 in an effort to implement the
Convention more fully. The revised act stipulates the obligation to inform the accused of the
evidence for suspicion and of reasons for imprisonment. The Immigration Control Act, which
was revised in 1993 and came into force in 1994, strengthened the protection of refugees,

including children.

18.  In order to protect children effectively from domestic violence, the Special Act for the
Punishment of Domestic Violence was promulgated in 1997 and came into effect in 1998. To
ensure professional intervention in case of child abuse and neglect, the revised Child Welfare
Act regulates the reporting of child abuse, the treatment of child abuse offenders, the
establishment of professional child protection institutions, the establishment of an emergency
telephone hot line service, etc. The Juvenile Protection Act, designed to protect youths from
detrimental environments, was enacted in J uly 1997. The restrictions on placement service for
those aged less than 18 was included in the Employment Security Act (art. 21, para. 3 and its
Enforcement Decree, art. 26, para. 2) in December 1997, aiming to prevent adolescents from
working in immoral entertainment businesses.

19.  The national plan of action for the 1990s was included in the child welfare section of the
eighth Five-Year Social and Economic Development Plan for the period 1998-2002. To realize
children’s rights in accordance with the Convention, the basic direction of the policy for children
and young people is to promote their healthy development by increasing social attention and
governmental support (see appendix C).

20.  More legal, institutional and administrative efforts are required to harmonize national
laws and the provisions of the Convention. To do this, the Government, as well as
non-governmental organizations and agencies, should continue such measures as amending laws,
improving institutions, establishing and implementing new policies, and making service
campaigns and announcements.

B. Mechanisms for coordinating and monitoring implementation
of the Convention

21.  National policies for children and youths are handled by various government departments
and national authorities. Within the Government, the Ministry of Health and Welfare, formerly
the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs until January 1994, is responsible for policies
concerning children and is the leading governmental authority for coordinating and
implementing the Convention, while the Ministry of-Culture and Tourism, formerly the Ministry
of Culture and Sports until March 1998, is responsible for policies concerning young people.
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22.  The Child Care Division, the Family Welfare Division and the
' . _ Wom ivisi
:2::;11-]1 t:;a ]Zl;r:?:; 2}2 ll:jmlll);' Welfare in tht? M'mistf'y of Health and Welfare t:l!:efl:gagr: 315:2 o
o e ::;c helrkeire 'I‘13e1r main functions are: (a) counselling services to prevent an
R e chi . n in need; (b) protective services supporting families headed b
Supchi,Sion - Ch.Ide al foptlon,. (d) foster care programmes; (e) administrative support and ’
o ild welfare facn-lltlcs; H sp_onsorship programmes for disadvantaged children;
ot (1?) ;tJh egrammd es for chlldn;:n at regdential care facilities providing living pla d ,
: evelopment of child and infant care service programmes ECTaN

23.  The Bureau of Youth in the Ministry of Culture and Touri .

: . S sm, which
fDOiS:‘i’S"i‘:E 5?1\1’23:1’1 l}as thc Division fJf Youth Planning, the Division of Youthgl(:‘,‘{;izstii:luglnd th
sélablighed . 1088 \Laltnhmt_hg am:! Guldgnpe. The Youth Fostering Committee, which was: )
DT — 1_l 1 the Prime Mmlst_er as head, has several functions such as establishment
fostering pol%c dipo t1_cxes and annua} policy measures, providing long- and mid-term youth
sroelairned thCyYoll-.letchsl?r(l; i;aarfe::s;ﬁ;s;:f_ and c;mproving polic_ies and institutions. The Committee
youth policy, Basic Plan for Korean Yonl.::hw?n i;i?gl;e;g to implement a long-term (1992-2001)

24, icy i ini
The Office of School Policy in the Ministry of Education is responsible for the various

primary, middle and high school educati -
education for the disabled. ucatlon eysismna s Wollas for intauteducation nd special

25.  The Ministry of Justice works to eliminate harmful envir
elimi onments detrime:
;E;lltiléya:;\;zﬁir:znt of young pcople., ‘fmh aid from the prosecutory authorities, :thc{ ;)(;:\If?dc
R ::Itlgalf]ns through joint work of related administrative authorities and civil
i a.md et ﬂ(: arge fhc cﬁ‘cch_v;ne;s .of remedial education, juvenile delinquents are
Puble:Froaccato's O s g Pt OTiaes ety b Doy bt
_ _ . ices nationwide has b i

gc:;;;rnc;ggrsll;; ;)r?;mf?l;l of Jyvemle protection called the “Safe Scho‘z"(;;1 ﬁf::tf:rt% 2ince
e . dpcm ically, in order to put an emphasis on the prevention and investigation of

and to promote a new and forward-looking campaign “led by civil society and in

collaboration with Government”, the K . .
was established in May 1999. » the Korea Citizen’s Foundation of the Safe Schools Initiative

26 T i i i
he role of family courts is to mediate domestic conflicts. However, when intervention

3 . (o4 lﬂt i i

217. The Women and Youth Divisi
o ision, the Wage and Welfare Divisi
Division, and the Women’s Guidance Division under the Labour Sta;:lc:rla;h gu&:;?l;; ﬁﬂdﬁds

Ministry of Labour are all responsi i
ible fi ining, job i i
e i c}ﬁldrenl.} e for vocational training, job introduction, and various

28. issi foem

respons'ilg;z ?oc;n;ntalsl;?::}r: on Y?lu_th ProtecnPn undt?r the Office of the Prime Minister is

o chironmaml:g;” al? l:rpplrmcntmg pol'lcies for protecting young people from various

o s ents, which inc ‘udes protecting of youths from harmful visual materials and
places, restricting and inspecting potentially negative social items such as records,
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video tapes, publications, the illegal employment of young people, preventing of under-aged
drinking and smoking, drug abuse, etc. There are three subcommittees within the Commission
on Youth Protection as well as a secretariat. The Bureau of the Secretary administers the affairs
of the Committee and consists of four divisions: the Protection Planning Division, the Education
and Publicity Division, the Protection Standards Division and the Protection Inspection Division.

29.  There are many Government-funded research institutes developing welfare policies for
children. The Population and Family Research Team in the Korea Institute for Health and Social
Affairs carries out concentrated research on adoption, childcare programmes, child abuse and
neglect and children’s rights, in addition to the general affairs of children. The Korea Institute
for Youth Development has the primary role in undertaking research and establishing youth
policies on their healthy upbringing, protection, and guidance. The Korean Educational
Development Institute carries out comprehensive and scientific research on the purpose, content
and methods of education, provides long-term development programmes for better education,
and is in charge of increasing public awareness related to those activities. The Korean Women’s
Development Institute, established to improve and enhance women'’s status and social
participation, undertakes studies on children, especially on policy measures to assist working
mothers to raise children.

30. Non-governmental and voluntary organizations are playing an important part in working
for children and promoting their rights. The Korean Teachers’ League, the Korean Kindergarten
League, the Korean Academic Institution League, the National Parents’ Society for True
Education, Parents’ Solidarity for the Realization of Humane Education, the Youth Conversation
Plaza and the Korean Youth Association are all organizations related to children’s education.
The Korea Council of Children Organization, the Korea Child Facility Association, the Korea
Day Care Centres Association, the Korea Women’s Association, the Child Welfare Committee
and the Maternal and Child Welfare Committee are public organizations concerned with child
welfare. Particularly, the Child Welfare Committee under the Ministry of Health and Welfare
and the local committees of ‘each city and province all across the country carry out surveys,
research and supervision on child welfare policies and institutions, child facilities,
underprivileged children and other child affairs. The Korea Children’s Rights Association, an
academic organization, undertakes research and activities for the protection of children’s rights
and contributes to the academic development of child welfare. Maternal and Child Health
Centres of the Korean Planned Parenthood Federation work for child protection programmes
through providing pre- and post-natal care and support healthy family environments.

31.  The coordination of the aforementioned child-related policies and the monitoring of the
implementation of the Convention have been executed under cooperation between Government
and non-governmental organizations. The procedure for drafting the report on the Convention,
which was done by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Ministry of Health and
Welfare, the Korean Committee for UNICEF, the Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs,
etc. with the participation of NGOs and universities, provided a good opportunity for reviewing
and evaluating various activities taken by the Government in relation to children. The
Government also disseminated the draft report to seven NGOs and held a symposium, which
include as participants Government, NGOs and universities; this was to reflect the participants’

opinions and strengthen cooperation with civil society for improving children’s rights. This
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g:gg:l ;::ts; :’;ng;ﬁ ziitrtnd submitted after review and coordination by the Children Rights
( ; ce, composed of the Ministry of Heal i
. e ealth and Welfare, th i
oreign Affairs and Trade, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Just?::c ;féilon;it;)é of

universities. To prepare the third re ; ;
submitting the second report. port, a committee will meet on a regular basis after

II. DEFINITION OF THE CHILD

32. Th [13 - ” 2 “
e term “child” is defined as “a person under 18 years of age” in article 2 of the Child

Welfare Act. However, other | .
L ey ) aws related to the Child Welfare Act have different definitions or

33. The Civil Act legally regulates “a person under 20 yea
: _ ] ' rs of age” “minor”
23;::;60\;(;?:% t:":_glhts ;n Korea. In' order to perform any le)éal act, : gn:in?)i ;t?;lzg:ainwt}l:g docs
el i l‘ecga representative. The i:ather or mother who exercises parental rights shall
b htsg presentative of his/her child who is a minor. If there is no person t i
ghts over a minor, or if the person with parental authority is unable to exerci(;: ’t‘}‘:gs::*,sc

rights or represent the child with res
: : pect to the | i
minor, a guardian shall be appointed for the mini::. PSSRk magemental propest Tors

14, : e
oo yﬁ:;:lgf?z:?;opu:ragraph 5,’Sf the Constitution contains special protection of the
g Stan% pilrsils ; Its concrete protections are explained in the Labour Standards
number of occupations flr: ()srdeittgrgﬁz;tteia:lfcpl: F;C:n ?ﬂﬁ‘_’ﬁlls ol
: of child t i

uMnizgl 1 fg)g/;afs;s— 1nc}r1t?§§ed from 13 in ic {-evision if the Labou‘: ;?aic;;?irsl‘Aﬁtlzsrson
iy Howggrl ﬂ:ted frc_vm wo'rlung in o;de_r to guarantee the opportunity for compulso;
esrsmaiinteg: , those with wrtten permission to work issued by the Minister of Lab s

ployed doing light work which is not detrimental to their health, growth, or schzgll-ing

35. i
The Framework Act on Education (art. 8, para. 1) designates nine years’ compulsory

schooling - six years in elemen
: tary and thr - : .
schooling are defined as “persons under 1 Se"t? years in middle school. Children in compulsory

4

36. i itti i
s Chilccire; ?&mm;g tg"lmcs before they are 14 years may not be sentenced under the
minal Act. g offender less than 20 receives special treatment under the Juvenile Act.

This aims to return j i :
‘ Juveniles to socie KE ; '
punishment. ty by providing correction and guidance, not by

37.  The Civi

o e yeat:SC(:;u; J:c;:l;egulatcs th@t a I_Joy who reached his full 18 years of age and a girl of her

i ik ;gde y :mny with his/her parents’ or guardians’ consent. If a minor gets

indepen::lent pnle pa:::a] to lt}lavc. reached thF age _of majority and is granted legal capacity.

o mpr authority or Ml@Shlp. The difference in the age requiremcn; fo
en and women is in line with the gap in biological and mental developmenrt

The details on minors’ i
Sl marria ) e
initial report. ge and ?amnts consent are contained in paragraph 32 of the
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38.  Korean men are liable for military service at the age of 19 after conscription screening
under the Military Service Act (art. 1 1). However, a person aged 17 or over who voluntarily
applies for military service may be enlisted in military service (art. 20).

39.  No minimum age has been set for giving testimony in court. A child may testify if he/she
is able to express himself/herself and is physically and mentally strong enough to handle all court

proceedings. Whether the testimony made by the child is accepted or not is at the judge’s
discretion. A person under 16, however, cannot testify under oath under the Criminal Procedure

Act. The information in the ability to give testimony in court and under oath are the same as in
the initial report (para. 32).

40.  The minimum age for a driving licence for a car is 18, while a person aged 16 or over
may ride a light motorcycle.

41.  The Juvenile Protection Act deems a person under 19 as a “youth”. The articles

from 7 to 23 of the Act forbid the sale of harmful media products such as audio or visual
programmes, performances, information and communications, publications and advertisements.
Also, article 24 and article 26 of the Act prohibit the sale of liquor, narcotics, cigars/cigarettes,
drugs, hashish and other harmful chemical materials to persons under 18 years of age, and
forbids their employment and presence in morally harmful restaurants and shops.

III. GENERAL PRINCIPLES
A. Non-discrimination (art. 2)

42.  The Constitution prohibits any form of discrimination against a child by securing the
universal equality of all citizens and by forbidding privilege aided by social status, irrational
discrimination, and the involvement system. The concrete contents are found in paragraph 37 of
the initial report. d

43.  Children born out of wedlock may receive social disadvantages owing to the emphasis on
the social custom of monogamy and legal marriage originating from Confucianism. However,
the government of the Republic of Korea endeavours to treat such children equally to those born
in legal marriages in terms of status and property, valuing every individual as equal. The Civil
Code (art. 1000) does not discriminate against the child born out of wedlock in most cases
;including the order of the succession to a property. However, in deciding the order of
succession to the headship of a family, the child born during marriage has priority among lineal
descendants (art. 985, para. 1). There exists the case that a child born out of wedlock may not be
listed in the family register without the consent of the legal wife.

44.  The Republic of Korea is composed of only one race, and therefore does not have any
conflict or discrimination on account of race. Although son preference is still found in the ideas
of people, sex discrimination is not conspicuous in the sectors of politics, culture and education.
The sex ratio of newborns between boys and girls in 1995 was 110 to 100, and hence the
Government has made efforts to solve the imbalances in the sex ratio. The Medical Service Act
was revised in 1987 to prohibit screening for the sex of the foetus, punishable by cancelling the

33

CRC/C/70/Add.14
page 13

!1cenf:e of those doctors violating the law. Its revision in 1994 strengthened the punishment to

gnpnsor'lment o.f up to three years or a fine up to 10 million won for violators. The Korea
octors Assomanon hf:ld a campaign for its doctors against illegal foetal sex screening and

selective induced abortion. In 1987, the Government enacted the Sexual Equality Empglroyment

Act and adopted the women em .
. ployment allocation syst ) UL AE YR S S :
women in the workplace. ystem to prohibit discrimination against

B. Best interest of the child (art. 3)

45.  Korea’s policy concerning chi i i
g children is based on parents bearing the main responsibili
- . £y - - - 1b111
f?:lglr? ‘chlldrcn s well-being and upbringing, as parents are the most important pegple for N
children’s development. Parents must have national and community support for their parenting

Children must be entitled to protecti i .
parents. protection from inappropriate care and abuse, even from their

46. The pn'ncipié of “the best interest of the child” i ici i
is explicitly upheld in the Child Welfar
Act (art. 3, para. 2). The Government and local authorities operate welfare facilities for thosee

47.  The Juvenile Protection Act (art. 3, para. 5) states that parents and guardians as well as

society, Government and local authorities have a responsibili
various unhealthy environments. pnesitiliy o kesp yaung people fom

48.  The principle of the best interest of the child is consi 1 1 i

of chjldrcn-rclate-d welfare policies. Institutions and prognsramn:lldm‘zcs1 ggcﬁgl:etgu?;wzﬁgmm
and women first in the advent of disasters, discounting fees and charges for childrer? creat'er1
safety zones around schools for the security of children, and restricting immoral and,ha i]"ll.tlig
restaurants and hotels, all to help build a solid educational environment. =

C. The right to life, survival, and development (art. 6)

49.  The Constitution of the Republi i
' public of Korea (art. 10) ensures children’s dignity and
fundamental human rights by legislating that “all citizens shall be assured dignit%rmand value as

human beings and have the right to i i
pursue happiness. It is the duty of the State t
guarantee the fundamental and inviolable human rights of individlf;ls”. e

SOi_ . The Ch}'ld Welﬁ_are Act (-art. 1) is the basis for establishing and implementing welfare
policies for children, with the aim of the “happy and healthy birth and growth of children”

51.  In Korea, the main cause of death in childre
: ) n under one year old is congenital deformi
and accidents after the age of one. Specifically, traffic accidents ranked the ﬁrgt for ages P

from 1 to 19. Th
F il erefore, the safety zones around schools should be strengthened for the security

33
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Table 2
Ranking of causes of death among children, 1977
(per 100,000 persons)
i Fifth
Age First Second "I‘lnrd E;omth —
0 Congenital Certain conditions Sudden infant Heart disease S
deformity originating in the death syndrome
perinatal period o
593 248 143 64 e
i Leukaemia
1-9 Traffic Accidental Congen.ml Falls
i i 257 S 215 135 112
926 . .
10-19- Traffic Suicide Accide:nwl Leukaemia Heart disease
accidents drowning o ol .
1567 489
Source: NSO, 1997 report on Causes of Death, 1998.
i i i ther than
hasizes protection through correction ra
57 In the courtroom, the Government emp p syt

] tencing. Under the Juvenile Act (a1_'t. 59), .
ggtﬁlijne;ﬁt? ;:n%:l zee:v?tn:degor life imprisonment for a crime committed before 18 years of age

shall have the sentence reduced to 15 years of penal servitude. The Act on Special Cases

i i i i imes (art. 4) guarantees the right to life of a
concerning the Punishment of Specific Violent Cri ((1 o 18) f:ars o sl el

i stipulating that in the case where 2 juvenile un to
;}:;gltt:}yyor ll;fe imr;)gﬁsomncnt for a specific violent crime, he shall be sentenced to limited

imprisonment for 20 years.

53 The Juvenile Protection Act (ar’t‘ 1) identiﬁe_s the proper devil;pmqnt grt;l igﬁagn %eople by
eni‘orcing “the protection of young people from varous harmful social enviro

ensuring the healthy growth of each person”.
D. Respect for the views of the child (art. 12)

i i tect and educate the child. The
 The parents or guardians have the right and duty to pro nd ¢
gvil Act (eaft 924) pronounces forfeiture of parental authority for significant reasons such as

abuse or misconduct by the parents or guardians. See paragraph 46 of the initial report

concerning petition procedures concerning parental authority.

55 Under the Civil Act (art. 920), when the parental authority is representing the property

and business interests of the child, the consent of the child shall be obtained. See paragraph 46

of the initial report concerning parental authority and property rights.

P
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56.  Under the Regulation on Family Litigation (art. 100), the opinion of the child should be
reflected in deciding his/her care and guardianship when the parents are divorced. The Act on
Special Cases concerning the Promotion and Procedure of Adoption (art. 6, para. 2) states that a
child may not be adopted without his/her own consent and the opinion of the child is needed in
cases of adoption when a child is aged 15 or over.

IV. CIVIL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS
A. Name and nationality (art. 7)

57.  Concerning the registration and the surname of a child, the Civil Code (art. 781,

paras. 1-3) provides that a child shall take his/her father’s surname and lineage, and be enrolled
in the father’s family registry. In the case of a child whose father is not recognized, his/her
mother’s surname and lineage are taken, and he/she is enrolled in the mother’s family registry.
However, a child whose father and mother are not ascertainable may, with the approval of the
court, establish a new surname and origin of surname, and establish a new family. With the
revision of the Civil Act in December 1997 (art. 781, para. 1), a new clause, “a child whose
father is a foreigner shall take the mother’s surname and lineage and be enrolled in the mother’s

registry”, was included to provide for the acquisition of nationality and registry enrolment of
such a child.

58.  Asexplained in paragraph 51 of the initial report, as the acquisition of Korean nationality
follows the patriarchal lineage, a child whose father is Korean can obtain the nationality of the
Republic of Korea. However, in the case of a child born of a Korean mother and a father whose
country follows the birthplace principle in determining nationality, there was a possibility that
the child would have no nationality. To prevent this, the Korean Government adopted both the
patriarchal and matriarchal lineages by revising article 2, paragraph 1, of the Nationality Act in
December 1997, and a child born with either a Korean father or a Korean mother can now
acquire Korean nationality.

59.  The process of registering and submitting birth report for a newborn child is specifically

stated in paragraphs 49 and 50 of the initial report. But under the newly revised Family Register
Act (art. 49, para. 2), registering the birth of a child whose mother or father is a foreigner should
be done with a description of the mother/father’s surname and nationality.

60.  The birth reporting is done by submitting the birth registration report to the appropriate
administrative office. The descriptive items to be included in the birth report are the same as in
paragraph 50 of the initial report. The birth certificate of the doctor or midwife who participated
in the delivery should be attached to the birth registration report.

B. Preservation of identity (art. 8)

61.  All citizens of the Republic of Korea take part in the family registration system. The
registration procedure is specifically described in paragraph 52 of the initial report.
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i i f the initial
2 The forfeiture of Korean nationality is stated spec:ti]ilt;z:l_lg alz Elmg 335 (:)b ek
fe[;m The Natoliy ot 00 leé?;%f'{z)i:ﬁginﬂl country within six months, the
iti i t lost the nationall i i P A
Kst;?eg %:en::lgﬁh::;%ip shall be lost, without exception. Therefore, a child wt
0

i hildren to acquire
Nationality Act revised in December 1997, an exception was made to allow €

T

. 43 of'a
2) stated that a minor child o _
jonality Act art.B,par&Zandart.M,para. T i
o Ttlie Nc? ul?ilrl:;lzﬁzznghip in the Republic of Korea §ha11 becoge t? t:;iz;n Ao(t:'t delgt?:l ol
P Kares to &::tger with his/her parent. However, the revision of thhzd a tocmsmewd i
(tJvioKﬁzl:sgand compulsory nationality change for the child that had no his/h
e -ological father or mother
ledged by his/her biological father o A
i t of wedlock may be acknow . ( o i
st Ab Chﬂgu?%r;\\?:dlc;ck :s deemed to have been born during (tihe ma;na;gsco?f‘ ﬁgﬁcgﬂ eq
. Ch?ld 01.fnthe: father and mother. A child, any o_f his/her lmegl es?c?n B e
mam:ég;t:tivc of any of them may bring legal action aga nst his/her 1a
repre

C. Freedom of expression (art. 13)

i i 1 teed
65 Children’s freedom of expression and freedom to gather information are fully guaran

i imitati ecause of the
der the Constitution. However, the freedom of express:::: has some limitations b
mt Korean military situation posed by North Korea. Asa

rule, however, freedom of
expression is protected as much as possible.

' - - . - f
ion i tricted, unlike the intrinsic freedom 0
66.  The freedom of expression is not absolutely unres e i

thought, but can be restricted under certain social conditions.

i is right, that neither
there are specific duties and responsibilities pursuant to th:h exercerlzz ;f;lrnlsm régcl:m e public
= h nor the press shall violate the honour or rights of © erﬂ]: honour or rights of other
orals or social ethics and that if speech or the press violate the
m )

persons, claims may be made for damages.

i restricted by law only
" 7.  The Constitution stipulates that freedom of exp:?:m ::‘gd t:: re pugfcdwilfare. ay
\ national security, the maintenance oF . hongs
:ve:z‘?c?:)crfis: li:ryegc:ll;)m of expression by the Constitution is specifically mention

paragraphs 58 and 59 of the initial report.

D. Freedom of thought, conscience and religion (art. 14)

i i only when
68 The Constitution states that freedom of expression may be restricted by law only

i i The
] i i § public order or public welfare.
necessary for national security, the maintenance ol pu

86
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69.  As specifically stated in paragraphs 60 and 62 of the initial report, the right of the child to

freedom of thought, conscience and religion is guaranteed through the relevant provisions of the
Constitution.

70.  The Civil Act provides that a person endowed with parental authority has the right and
duty to protect and educate his/her child, and guarantees that a parent or legal guardian has the
freedom to provide the child with a religious and moral education. It is not deemed natural,
however, in the Republic of Korea that the belief of a parent shall be that of the child. Even if
students attend schools established by religious organizations, they may have their own religion.
All adults and children choose their religion at their own discretion and of their own free will.

E. Freedom of association and of peaceful assembly (art. 15)

71.  Under the Constitution all citizens are guaranteed the freedom and the rights of assembly
and association, with the same guarantees made to the children. Freedom of association and
freedom of assembly may be restricted by law, subject to the same conditions which apply to
freedom of expression. However, even when such a restriction is imposed, no essential freedom
or right may be violated. The specific details are in paragraphs 64 and 65 of the initial report.

F. Protection of privacy (art. 16)

72.  The Constitution (arts. 16 and 17) guarantees freedom of residence, the right to privacy
and secrecy of communication. The person whose honour, rights or privacy is undermined or
violated by the print media, has the right to appeal to the court under the Constitution (art. 21).
The specific details about protecting the privacy of individuals are in paragraphs 66 and 67 of the
initial report. Articles 68, 71 and 10 of the Juvenile Act regulate the protection of privacy in the
case of juveniles. This Act restricts media coverage about juveniles, including the publication or
broadcast of information or photographs indicating name, age, occupation and appearance by
which the protected person can be identified. The agencies involved in juvenile protection cases
cannot respond to any inquiry, except from official sources.

G. Access to appropriate information (art. 17)

73.  As stated in paragraph 68 of the initial report, the structure of broadcasting in Korea has
been changed from a solely public system to a mixture of public and private ownership and
operation in order to satisfy people’s increasing information needs. The Broadcasting Act

was enacted in 1987. As of 1997, there were 70 television stations in Korea,

including 7 nation-wide television stations, 5 religious television stations, 1 transportation
television station, 1 educational television station, and other local television stations. There

are 5 television stations and 19 radio broadcasting stations in the Seoul metropolitan area. As
of May 1997, a total of 1,870,000 households watched cable TV, which was started in 1995.
Special four-aerial TV stations broadcast more than one hour of children’s programmes daily
and three cable TV stations broadcast children’s programmes exclusively.
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ishi ies. The
illi i by 12,458 publishing companies.
{ 158 million books were published
o 13;3;?1}:23: buys and distributes good books to encourage young peolll::e :;;eadeic-):t:d(
bK:;:san and to support publishers. The National Library and the Sajik Library have an op
system for the convenience of children.

i i and the Registration of Publishing
G L_Iuder b Jurlt:lmlg)ff;irgte:ilgtﬂ (:a\qr(t:.t é?;fsar:.’ ZIf)thc Publication Ethics Com:rgissgon screens
Compgmis au?hp;ar;mfﬁl publications”, labels harmful works and has a separate d1str1b<:1t10nnd
i Wl:;ec-t oung people from detrimental publications. The publishing chpaal}i:sif
sﬁfir::gt mges w¥1ich violate this, face penalties ranging from fines to cancellation of the
p

registration.

76. - The Broadcasting Inquiry Council cx(?rcises pub!ic_: responsil:li'htyr?)nd objer;gw% :nth
rcg.ard to broadcasting and promotes the quality of television and radio [:m mrgs ;md ot

Ethics Commission Oversees performances, movies, tapes . ,t B o
Perﬁ'}m?ncc thics Commission investigates all kinds of publications. _Any movie, tele "
lr:g?hcamn ]r:‘:nnzzswith offensive language or potentially harmful to children, suc:iz;sﬁ zﬁr{:p ng
sto:-?esp,r:lifg and excessively brutal ,s:ce_nes', is prol:lblteg.ls Eué:lezggé :hlles aﬁ: Lisombitc(l Y
mafklfid oﬁlpggﬁmﬁl I:’} fneﬁutg;s ;'lolitgsozged fnder 13 should only watch with their
watching

parents.

i) All domestic or imported movies are c!assif}ed by the KomabPei;)g:zxgeaag:dgrﬁps .
smotion Commission. All movies are classified into four grades bas ; s
Pmmmtmlr;lthﬁ: film. Movies rated as “general” are acceptable for people of a:.'l a%e gro pct, e
E?Lle:{:a(t:egoﬁes ar;.-. “persons over 13 years old“., “persons over 16 years a?llgladafms‘frwmemcm
aced 18 or over only). All discs and video products, publicity oy
(pcrsc[n? : monitored by the Commission. Measures to prevent young people
I::cz;)tzﬂs:dst(;”)‘rgtw.scaf.m: materials on computers or the Internet should be devised.

78 In order for children to access appropriate and health_y infonnakt:j?g,turégzr htillx;n %:Hl:hows,

: . 18), punishment is imposed on those who induce a child to s
Welfal‘c Aq (q{tar ut;lic performance, or who publish books, publications, advem_s B e
H:E:;e;geﬁgus tha;: might seriously hurt children’s moral- character, or who ts}t;:,ll, d;:s.u?n:l . ,So- A
Zxchange, display, narrate orally or broadcast them to children or make another p

H. The right not to be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or
. degrading treatment or punishment (art. 37 (a))

79 Under the Constitution (art. 12, para. 2), torture and _crucl punl;j'l1nnl::;lt1 2‘1&: tgrglkluntztge:n

Th. Criminal Code (art. 125) states that anyone who uses vtol‘cnce and/or ; .

S is subject to five years’ confinement or up to 10 years forfelture'o ocl:;:l.;p ook =

1\!}::}1::;}' a confession is determined to have been made against a defendz-ml:1 i “.cqo - ;sion s

torture, violence, intimidation, unduly prolong_ed arrest, deceit, etc.t, sucthe S

9 adn;itled ik COUI; e Shalszﬁswhg?;::r?f;egez‘:inﬂgtcd as evidence, obtaining
: s e -

ngnzfleﬁ%t-niyb?zéﬁnsfc:utsig is prevented. As specifically stated in paragraph 75 of the
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initial report, the Criminal Procedure Act defines proper examination and judgement procedures.
In 1995, the Republic of Korea joined the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman

or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Government will not allow torture or other cruel
or inhuman treatment by the State.

80.  The Juvenile Act (art. 59) and the Act on Special Cases concerning the Punishment of
Specific Violent Crimes (art. 4) prohibit the death penalty for a child of less than 18 years of age
and life sentences and penal servitude for life for juvenile offenders under 18 years of age.

V. FAMILY ENVIRONMENT AND ALTERNATIVE CARE
A. Parental guidance and responsibilities (arts. 5 and 18, para. 2)

81.  The Civil Act of the Republic of Korea (art. 909, para. 1) stipulates that “minors should
obey parental authority”, which may be misunderstood to mean that it gives parents the right to
dominate their children. In 1999, the Ministry of Justice amended the Civil Act to provide that
“parents have parental authority over minors”, to make it clear that the essence of parental
authority is not control over their children, but protection and concern for children. The
amended Civil Act (art. 912, para. 2) reflected the shift from the parental authority system to
concern for children; it also explicitly stipulated the principle of the best interest of the child

contained in the Convention, by including the new clause that “parental authority should place
priority on the welfare of the child”.

82.  The welfare of the child is the paramount consideration when arrangements are being
made for the care of children following the divorce or separation of the parents. The amended
Civil Act will provide, in a new article 909, paragraph 5, that the Family Court will designate
parental authority in case of an appeal following the dissolution of a marriage or divorce. The

Family Court is actively involved in the guardianship of the child and prioritizes the protection
of the child.

83.  Among the support measures for childcare is the Labour Standards Act, which
ensures 60 days of paid maternity leave and paid nursing time, and the Sexual Equality

Employment Act, which guarantees one year of childcare leave, as stated specifically in
paragraph 79 of the initial report.

84.  The Republic of Korea has passed and enforced laws ensuring that the State assists
parents in carrying out their responsibilities and raising a child. These are the Mother and
Fatherless Child Health Act, the Child Welfare Act, the Infant Care Act and the Protection of

Minimum Living Standards Act. The concrete purposes of each Act is stated in paragraph 80 of
the initial report.

B. Separation from parents (art. 9)

85.  Ifa father or mother abuses the parental authority or is guilty of gross misconduct, or
there exist any other important reasons for terminating parental rights, the court may adjudge the
termination of parental power. The specific reasons and procedure for the termination of
parental power is in paragraph 81 of the initial report.

§7
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86.  As stated in paragraph 82 of the initial report, the Civil Act guarantees both parents the
right to maintain a relationship with the child when the parents are divorced or separated, by
providing a father or mother with visitation rights when a child is being brought up by the other
parent. The Family Court, when deemed necessary for the welfare of a child and at the request
of the child concerned, may limit or terminate a parent’s visitations rights; that is, limitation or
termination of visits is allowed when a child does not want them, in the interests of the welfare
of the child. However, the child’s right to visit and maintain a relationship with the parent is not

currently guaranteed.

87.  The Convention states that in case of the death of a child during confinement,
imprisonment, or detention, the prison must immediately provide full disclosure of all
information related to the death of the child. The Criminal Procedure Act stipulated that a
written notice of arrest must be sent immediately at the time of arrest stating the reason for the
arrest. The amended Act, which came into effect in January 1997, states that the reason for
suspecting the arrested person must also be given.

88. A child aged 15 or over may express his/her consent to being adopted. When parents are
divorced or legally separated and they disagree on custody, the opinion of the child who is more
than 15 years old is taken into consideration under the Act on Special Cases concerning the
Promotion and Procedure of Adoption (art. 6, para. 2).

C. Family reunification (art. 10)

89.  As stated in paragraph 85 of the initial report, freedom of residence, moving within the
country, emigration and travel to a foreign country aré guaranteed by the Constitution.

90.  An alien with a valid passport and visa is allowed to enter Korea, except for those who
may be prohibited from entering pursuant to the Immigration Control Act (art. 11), such as
patients with an epidemic disease, carriers of unlawful firearms, mentally disabled persons, and
those who are deemed to be detrimental to the social order or good morals. For aliens residing in
Korea, their departure is guaranteed except for persons suspected of committing a serious crime,
persons in arrears with their tax payments, €tc. Therefore, except for those who fall under the
Immigration Control Act (art. 29), there is no restriction on the entry or departure of children and

parents, as provided under the Convention.

9].  The Republic of Korea revised in 1993 and enforced in 1994 the Immigration Control
Act, which reinforces the protection of refugees. The Act (art. 16, para. 2; art. 64, para. 3 and
art. 76, paras. 2-7) allows permission to enter the country for 90 days for those requesting refuge
status, prohibits the expulsion of refugees to countries where they may face persecution (art. 33,
para. 1) and establishes a new procedure for granting refugee status. If a person requesting
asylum is a child under the age of 17, or is unable to do so himself/herself due to sickness or
other event, a substitute request can be allowed. Accredited refugees can leave and return to the
country with the issue of 2 certificate for refugees’ travel, which aims to provide support for the
special protection of children as refugees and their parents for the reunion of families. Thus far,
however, there has been no case of a person under the age of 17 requesting refugee status.
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D. Recovery of maintenance for the child (art. 27, para. 4)

92.  The Chi
e Child Welfare Act (art. 28) regulates the methods of recovering childcare costs

Provinces and counties can coll .
guardinu: ect the costs for protecting children from the children or their

E. Children deprived of a family environment (art. 20)

93.  Children must be bo:
: Child ' rn and brought up with their famil 1 i i
:3 ;e(!:lhlldhglgght and is essential for their healthy upbringing aid il{::el?og ?nfamﬂy S
dcm'mi :i t;l ) c?hnnot ha\:c such an environment, or remaining in the parcits?llllt(') HO_WCVCI‘,
o the child’s development, a childcare institution may be a necessanr;:: sljbst'tut
itute.

In 1998, 5,112 children were i i
» s placed in special iliti C
for 55 per cent of the total of 9,292 needI;/ childch: facilities or welfare institutions, accounting

94.  The number of resi i iliti
residential facilities for child 1
it s . children, established to protect o i
s f;?-ﬁ?(:?z;’r :?‘z :i:}clziricdz;sed’smce ctlht: 1970s. Residential carer-l)las becnrzl;i?:;tzls:]sn:ng
en in need. One reason resi i
: - _ : residential ¢ i
dc; :(::lrzpf:; n;edc}ir chllldren tl,s because suitable alternative care arrangc;:;t};a ;::;eﬂ htelz}l:ﬂy a
. To develop a broad range of alternati i it
= ; ; : ative care environments i
allenges Korea is facing to improve the welfare of its children in ncccllS one of the urgent

Table 3

Status of needy children and placement, 1990-1993

Year Total AbandOChicid:en . Placement

- - . 213ne lI.,:{s)tS Residential care | Foster care | Adoption

s 3734 1'13

199; g ggg 3630 1 465 3414 99; gg;

i o 3294 1726 3122 1212 686
3234 1217 2 940 943 568

95.  Foster family care as an alternati instituti

B ive to institutional care was introduced i

Bccaus:(icftt:}f;iogs a;z I:isc::lc;p- fosétgr care, such as by providing training for ;:sdte:: ;:_ii—tsNGOS

ot e n;:l ained in paragraph Sp of the initial report, foster family care }s still

it gy St n.ent _anc! NGOs continue to make great efforts. In an effort to cha

. S o elfare msu'rutlon from dormitory homes to small groups, the G -
pilot group home projects, and as of 1998 there were 10 group hgn;es ope(r":t?;gnem

F. Adoption (art. 21)

the Speci i i ined i
Codep?ﬁlf;giizgt;?% oAr::lt iii as tc:ixpl:?med in the initial report (art. 91). According to the Civil
’ estic adoptions, the adopti i ; i
o . ption process is complet
er an agreement between the children’s guardians and the adc’.‘ptinfjg3 ;a:gn:vs“:viletgha;urgll:(:;
, e
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il the Government. Many efforts to change

: b .
Convention permits adoptions to be conducted only DY but it will take some time to reach the

this anomaly have been made by NGOs and universitics,
standards of the Convention.

Table 4

Adoption trends, 1958-1993

Domestic Intercountry | Ratio of_ don:;suc
b binss adoptions adoptions adopt106n 2( O
2532 ;
1958-1960 2 700 P ;gg 22 kv
1961-1970 11 481 b g e
1971-1980 63 551 aa ke 30‘3
e 2(1} ggi 11 079 30243 %21
i 3438 1241 2197 36'3
oot 3235 1190 2 045 e
;i 3 444 1154 2290 Es
'll‘?;ﬁl 179 673 49 766 129 907

ions
ntercountry adoption trends show that the number of adoptio

i ill be
i i decline, about 1,000 chlldrep wi
i ] i ted that if there is no further s'harp _ N e
is decreasing. Ii(‘sr?;lﬂaerfd about 2,000 children to foreign countries wt:r]i!1 t}g; e option
?dopted wmmcllo (:ions to domestic adoptions has decrcascc} over tu;;:ag,7 i
mtcr;o;rtl'tryc: higher than domestic adoption in 1975, 3.3 times in :
was 2.8 tim

n 9 4 W i 1 i ili 2 290 Childl'en tO
3+

i i den, Denmark,
families abroad. The main adopting countries were the United States, Sweden,

i r cent of the
Norway, the Netherlands, Australia, Belgn.}m, Fraltlce and Luxemburg, 79 pe
children’ were adopted by people in the United States.

97. The recent domestic and i

Table 5

Distribution of intercountry adoptions, 1993

Country No. of adoptees
United States of America 1 823
Sweden b
Denmark 4
Norway .
Netherlands o
Australia l
Belgium o
France -
Luxemburg T
i Total
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98.  Domestic adoption is carried out by 5 authorized non-profit agencies

and 25 child-guidance clinics in various cities, counties and districts. Since 1997, to
stimulate domestic adoption, the Government has provided tax incentives in the form of a
childcare allowance and a medical allowance to families adopting a disabled child.

99.  Intercountry adoption services, which were started to aid orphans and multiracial |
children born during the Korean War, are provided by four authorized non-profit organizations.

Even though intercountry adoption has a procedure similar to that for domestic adoption, ,
special attention and assistance to the adoptee and adopting parents and post-placement services

are required because of the differences in ethnic backgrounds, cultures and languages between

the adopted child and the adopting parents. The post-placement services are explained in the
initial report (para. 94).

100.  About 98 per cent of all children who were given up for adoption in 1998 were born out

of wedlock. Poverty, death of the parents and divorce are the other main reasons for giving a
child up for adoption.

101.  Under the Child Welfare Act, Korea forbids people rendering assistance in making

connections for an adoption to derive improper financial gain from the adoption proceedings.

The Government strengthened the penalty for illegal adoption in the revision of the Special
Adoption Act in 1999,

G. Illicit transfer and non-return (art. 11)

102. A person who kidnaps a child by force or enticement is punishable by penal servitude.
The details are explained in paragraph 97 of the initial report.

H. Abuse and neglect (art. 19), including physical and psychological recovery
and social reintegration (art. 39)

103.  In order to protect children from violence, cruelty, exploitation, etc., the Criminal Act
(art. 287) provides that a person who kidnaps a minor by force or enticement shall be punished
by penal servitude for not more than 10 years. The Act on the Aggravated Punishment, etc. of
Specific Crimes (art. 5, para. 2) provides that a person who kidnaps a child with intent to obtain

pecuniary or proprietary gain or with intent to kill the child shall be punished by penal servitude I
for life or punishment including the death penalty, respectively.

104.  In 1997, the Government promulgated the Special Act for the Punishment of Domestic : |
Violence which has been in effect since July 1998. This Act is intended not only to punish

offenders, but also to separate and treat the child victims, taking into consideration the sericus

impact of repeated and chronic domestic violence on the formation of the child’s personality.

105.  The Government has actively strengthened the legal instruments to induce professional
intervention in cases of child abuse and abandonment. The Child Welfare Act (art. 3) provides
that all citizens, the State and local government are responsible for the protection and sound
upbringing of children. The Act (art. 18) prohibits various acts such as violence, cruelty and the
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g ag y) g . -

ic Vi rotection of

Special Act for the Punishment of Domestic Violence strengthen; t:::: ;vaem oo
10"6- ThF 'pe'ced by domestic violence and cxplores_ cgrrectlve progmmmt i
Chﬂdfe'n o stig violence. For this, the Act pl‘Ohlblt.S tl_xe perpetrea! ol: e
repet}thn v dor}'le the parental rights of the perpetrator, insists t_hat he/s ; i
. chnm, resmt{ts edf:cation, and regulates probation, preventwq cus_to1 31(;;3
sewr:sczfli?gd ::::c ;;caddiﬁon to punishing the perpetrator of domestic violence.
cou , etc.

g ishment of
2 : - by the Special Act for Punis
i is included in domestic violence _1). The personnel
107. Child aibusz 1:];3% ence anybody can report cases of abuse (art. 4, Peﬁor)the i atiat
Dotr;l e V{g:ﬁ; the education and protection of children and the agenct
in the agenci

i .2 and 3).
children have a duty to report suspected child abuse (art. 4, paras )

1 i lative or legal
icti usation of child abuse‘through are _
= The' mt:ziﬁl ?a:::r:: E;ca(:nd 2). In case the victim has no lf:ga:i ;pir:s:gzrd\;l 2; o
r:?;i?ttaht::v;u(blic proéec'utor can designate a person to make the accusa
T 1]

the wishes of the person concerned (art. 6, para. 3).

g n

le for the
. : luntary agency responsible A
i ? ts Protection Centre, the vo 7 established in 1985
e Thc %hgiinaiﬁﬁg discovery and treatment of abused Chﬂdtl;ﬁlsl‘ Xt?tslse a:?leeglect was
D 0h'aid Guidance Centre in Seoul. The Area Agency on Chl f Child Abuse and
. bstructure of the Korean Association for the Prt?ve;uolx;z ?n oH < Edication
organized as a su e ts’ Cooperation for Rea i
- ddition, in 1990 the Paren : ‘ lence from
Ncglcatl; luﬁgn' ,mln; (Whl istle) Hotline™ as a part of the campaign tgal:izxgsh \n:: o 16 el
crﬁg;?s If; addition, from 1996 fhe 7 Nmaeighbghuﬁgfl’-r‘;::cgs?;:mndaﬁon established
sC ‘ ’ :
; from 1999 the K tection
aqufhreporEilllcgi :ﬂree;;nomd ing and counselling line and has operated a temporary pro
a our ¢ s
facility for the child victims.

L Periodic review of placement (art. 25)

i “child welfare
i f the Child Welfare Act, “chil _
ing to the Enforcement Ordxqance of the Ch . .

1 1-'- : ﬁccofl“d “tlg 1ﬁild guidance clinics, childcare institutions, (Ehlld ell';}ergencryi ?acilities =8
faf:fl}tjes i vocat al guidance centres, juvenile mforrqa}qnes, self-suppo s
fﬂCﬂIﬁe-S, i vofiattﬁ)ghilgll:are institutions, foster-care facilities i?or adoption, c:?e oy
n dls'crmge‘ldis?urbe:d children. In December 1998, 17,820 chll'd_reufwert;.1 i)
o Cmotlor}ﬂdgyﬁ 1 care facilities, an average of 66 children per facility for @
the 272 residentia ’

and 85 children per alternative facility.

114,
Korean
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112.  The number of childcare institutions

and children cared for in such facilities has
decreased together with the decrease of ab

andoned and lost children. The Government expects
that less than 1 per cent of needy children will be cared for in residential facilities in the future.
However, as a result of the economic recession since the end of 1997, the number of children
temporarily given up for care or aban

doned has increased and hence the number of children
cared for in the institutions will also likely increase.

113.  The mayor, provincial governor and ward head are responsible for the periodic inspection
of the childcare institutions under their management and their programmes, and for auditing their
budgets.

Table 6

Children in residential care, by type of institution, 1993

Type of institution No. of institutions No. of children | Average number of
children/institution
Institution for infants 38 2260 59
Institution for children 218 16914 78
Vocational guidance 8 346 43
Juvenile reformatory 7 545 78
Self-support assistance 7 129 18
Total 278 20 194 73
Table 7

Institutional trends for infants
and children, 1975—198[_]

Year No. of No. of children
institutions
1975 350 32996
1980 287 23 357
1985 271 24 430
1990 261 22 535
1991 259 21333
1992 257 20 286
1993 256 19174

VI. BASIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

A. Survival and development (art. 6, para. 2)

With the rapid economic development of the 1970s and 1980s, the health status of
_ children has steadily improved. The general rise in prosperity - with better housing,
improved hygienic conditions and increased awareness of diet and nutrition - has been a




|
|
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i is i ’s infant mortality rate has been
ful contributory factor to this improvement. Korea’s 1 _
E::;:r::red from 17.3 per 1,000 live births in 1980 to 12.8 in 19?2 and 7.7 in 1996.%112-513:31;1&;1
mortality rate was 0.02 per cent in 1995 and 1996 and it continues to decrease. el itutio
delivery rate was 99.7 per cent in 1997, and the number of women receiving prenatal care

was 99.6 per cent in 1997.

115. The Mother and Child Health (MCH) programme under the N_Ioihcr 1?::1 ghl_c:t;l-eHealth
Act covers the registration and management of pn:gnaqt women, the infant Y
programme, and the disability prevention programme, including mass Sc?e?]n;:l%h .
defects of metabolism and neuroblastoma. In 1998, there were 245 public s
including 17 medical centres, 1,329 local branches of public health cent1icils an u-e;

clinics. The Planned Parenthood Federation of Korea also operated MCH centres.

116. The principal aim of child health care is to reduce mortality, morbidity and di§abili(:y ﬁn
chil;:’lren by providing free pre- and post-natal care. Since 1987 the Goxlremmentlhashlssllg c}tl e?;ks

i 1th supervision involves regular hea (
“Maternal and Child Health Care Handboo Hea . ok

ths old. Mass screening for metabolism
1l newborns when they are 6 months old and 18 mont! _ ] i b

2?1rdane::oblastoma birth defects has been expanded from just ch1!dren in low-income farmh;as to
all newborns starting in 1997. About 50,000 newborns are cxa:pmed every year in n{aterm!.de e
health centres. Free vaccinations (or with a nominal fee) for children up to age 5 inclu A

DPT, polio, MMR, etc.

Table 8

Proportion of immunized Korean children, 0-1 year old, 1994

BCG DPT Polio MMR

Rate _
(percentage) 98.0 99.0 99.0 94.0

117. The rate of breastfeeding, in spite of its importance, has decrfeased. Th;h ratlz of
breastfeeding decreased from 48.1 per cent in 1988 to 14.1 per cent in 1997. The oreia.;1 _
Committee for UNICEF conducts a baby friendly hospital initiative to enhapce bmastf ing.
From 1994, the Government included the hospital nmn%eemént fees in ?ﬁ:ﬂ gsmu;a:nc;s s
fits for inpatients using the “baby-mother room™. 1he* overnment als
' g;rrlttl?cipationnc?f medical and civil organizations in establishing and expanding baby-mother
rooms at hospitals and clinics.

118. The main cause of hospital morbidity among children is diseases: o_f the respiratory
syst.em such as pneumonia and bronchitis; in 1995, the two-week morbidity rate T
was 34’.2 per cent for ages 0-4, 19.7 per cent for ages 5-9, and 8.8 per cent for ages 10-19.

119. The percentage of babies with disabilities is 0.6 per cent.

120. The number of

was 592 in 1998, accounting for 6.5 per cent of all traffic deaths. This rate has gradually

decreased.

deaths from traffic accidents among children aged under 14 years of age
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Table 9

Number of deaths of children from traffic accidents, 1990-1998

Year Under 14 15-20 Total
1990 1537 (12.5) 584 (4.7) 12 325
1991 1566 (11.7) 834 (6.2) 13 429
1992 1180 (10.1) 794 (6.8) 11 640
1993 998 (9.6) 650 (6.2) 10 402
1994 890 (8.8) 656 (6.6) 10 087
1995 809 (7.8) 805 (7.8) 10 323
1996 932 (7.4) 941 (7.4) 12 653
1997 753 (6.5) 988 (8.5) 11603
1998 592 (6.5) 696 (7.7) 9 057

Source: Police Administration Office, 1999.
Note: Figure in brackets is per cent.

121.  Traffic safety education amounting to 21-23 hours per year, appropriate for the grade
level and local conditions, is woven through all sorts of educational activities, including
curricula, special activities and guidance, in kindergartens and primary, middle and high schools.
In doing so, one person was designated for traffic education. “The Traffic Safety Promotion
Corporation” made and provided various materials including traffic education textbooks, video
materials, etc. for schools and provided training for the members of the “Green Mothers’
Association”. In order to protect children from traffic accidents, the Government established a

“Child Protection Zone” within a 300-metre radius of all schools, with additional traffic safety
facilities and special traffic restrictions.

122.  The School Health-Care Act enacted in 1967 was designed to increase the effectiveness
of school education by improving students’ and teachers’ health. The Government has made
efforts to improve student welfare through the expansion of the health facilities and by
improving sanitation conditions, conducting physical examinations, preventing diseases and
hiring health personnel, etc. in schools. The school free lunch programme is one such effort,
started by the Government in 1992 and expanded to all elementary schools from 1998; this
programme covered 3.8 million students in 5,688 elementary schools nationwide. The
programme will be expanded in 2001 to the high school level.

123.  The Government has enacted the Youth Protection Act to protect young people from
detrimental environments. In article 28 of the Act, the Youth Protection Committee, in
consultation with the Ministry of Health and Welfare, is to use national hospitals, public
hospitals and other hospitals under the Medical Law as treatment and rehabilitation facilities for
young people victimized by drug abuse.
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124. Medical insurance presently covers the whole population, after being introduced in 1977,

expanded to rural areas in 1988 and to urban areas in 1989. In accordance with the National

Medical Insurance Act, the regional medical insurance companies and civil servants’ and
ntegrated in 1998; such integration will continue

teachers’ medical insurance programmes were i
in 2000 to include the workshop medical insurance. Also in accordance with the Act, the

medical services will focus on disease prevention.

tions are explained in paragraph 124 of the initial report

125. The functions of medical institu
y the medical service delivery system were widened.

but from 1998 the areas to be covered b

126. In 1996, the number of paediatric specialists was 2,902, accounting for 8.4 per cent of all
specialists; annually about 200 paediatric specialists are added. The medical system in Korea is
centred on non-governmental clinics and hospitals. The number of paediatric clinics performing
primary diagnosis and treatment was 1,642; 282 hospitals had paediatric facilities out of a total
of 495; and 275 general hospitals had paediatric facilities out of 276.

127. According to the National Health and Attitude Survey conducted in 1995, the

morbidity rate over two weeks was 48.3 per cent up to the age of 4, 34.8 per cent for

ages 5-9 and 21.7 per cent for ages 10-19. The outpatient rate was 41.1 per cent up to the age
of 4, 25.6 per cent for ages 5.9 and 13.5 per cent for ages 10-19. Thus, the morbidity rate and
the outpatient rates over two weeks were high up to the age of 4. The annual chronic morbidity

rate for all children up to 19 years old was 13.8 per cent.

Table 10

Two-week morbidity rate and outpatient rate, 1995

0-4 5-9 10-19
Two-week morbidity rate 483 34.8 21.7
Two-week outpatient rate 41.1 25.6 13.5

128. The Child Welfare Act (art. 14) provides
supervise a child must make the best efforts to maintain and improve the child’s health.

B. Disabled children (art. 23)

129. There were about 50,000 disabled children in Korea, accounting for 0.39 per cent of the
total number of children as of the end of 1997. They suffer from disabilities such as physical
disabilities, hearing impairments, vision impairments and mental retardation. The Disabled

Welfare Act provides that the Government and

their security of life and improving their wel
in their own homes but children with serious disabilities are placed in disabled welfare

institutions. As of the end of 1997, the number of disabled children who were placed in

the 180 institutions around Korea was
disabled children. Most disabled welfare institutions are

are for children and adults.

6,235, accounting for 12.4 per cent of the t
for infants and only three institutions

that those people who have a duty to protect and

the local autonomous entities are responsible for
fare. Most disabled children live with their families

otal number of
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Table 11

Incidence of disabilities among children, by age, sex and type of disability

(unit: 1/1,000 persons)

Physical Visual Hearing Speech Mental
Under 5 0.34 0.01 0.10 0.35 S
6-11 1.20 0.06 0.51 0.80 (2}5536
12-14 1.54 0.14 0.26 0'57 2.01
15-17 2.59 0.51 0.46 0.36 2. ;
Total 1.25 0.14 0.32 0:53 1 fl'}g

130. Th islati A
it s(; tl:;.g:js_.l;::eoz t]tla;t ensures equa_l social participation by the disabled is the Welfare A
Pregnsiit Wome;1 o ﬁi or the Promotion of the Convenience and Security of the Eld alre “
Special Education Xct ;llilsla;égds; ;EclE;nPlcg]mcnt Promotion Act for the Disabled: airdyt’he
welfs . . ul Para ympics provided an o i ’
Prevzrr::'Of th;‘: c;i‘lsabfl?q- A comprehensive welfare plan, which includosf’spOmu'm'y i
e ;?1: lo xsz;lznll:itles, medical security, rehabilitative equipment thcp;::;;:sn forft o
opportunities, etc. was prepared and is i ’ e
for the Di : and is implemented by th i
- e‘: tfl:lsizlljl?; undg the President. In 1996, the Committee for t)l{w &g?m?eﬂi OB iy
b fal.eas z}' overnment coor.dinating body for deliberation and decision-xiak;flabled
Cabinet ministersp:n lénes. The Committee consists of the Prime Minister as the Chai e
oAt o a:};fic;::ll;sts t;ln ge welfare of the disabled. The Committee estalz?s?lng; he )
2 § or the Development of W, . an
included welfare, employment and special epducatign. Sl el hled iy aio ey

131.  Since 1988, there has been a registrati
i " 12 registration system for the di .
inftlpf;xte?tzglr?(rin ;QLL’;‘?““S provisions for a supplementary 1ivin§aat§l£i?n]2§1‘2§x“f’1?e 4
provide an opportunit for COS?’ and for a reduction of various taxes and fees. In org to
with 300 employees 03; morirgressmn?] training for the self-reliance of the disabled, enterprises
total workforce and to encoura . l‘:{:]u:red to employ disabled persons equal to 2 per cent of their
T N s %lcthie employment of the disabled; financial support is provided
IvfEsgiA] sullmos axd tra_e' s target. Also, to facilitate the employment of the disabled
environments, etc. are provid llélng_r:hemploymem placement, guidance for adaptation to working
an . G s ) e aim of acc i
cmpfél;:::i irsl:la:#liztlon Ef tfle seriously disabled who have more g?g_zz?:;lgﬁ;liﬂsgcmplomem
these facilities. and the “;‘:;1 places. A total of 4,347 seriously disabled persons are working in
in seven Placc; nationw?dc l-_!It_:tsbthey make are sold in joint markets for products by the disagbied
ceremony and national art ¢ 0 better understand the disabled, a “Day of the Disabled”

art exhibition are held. -

132, Medical rehabilitati i
. on services for the disabled i i ili
e £ ed are provided in 1 i ini
s r(;;?:::;tlsﬁl 'l;lhese are financed from the central government funds (33 n;lr“tl:lzﬁitatlwn o
nds (50 per cent) and with independent funding (20 per cen]s) The g:la?if)i:al
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Rehabilitation Medical Centre was established in 1994 with 200 beds. Community-based
services offer medical rehabilitation, education and vocational training for the disabled. There
are 38 general welfare centres, at the provincial level, and 16 welfare centres for certain types of
disability. In order to promote the social participation of families with disabled members and the
protection of the disabled, there are daytime care facilities and rehabilitation service centres that

provide home medical services and counselling.

133. The Korea Heart Foundation, established in 1984, is a specialized voluntary organization.
It has arranged operations for children of low-income families with heart disease or deformed
hearts. By the end of 1997, 13,974 children had been supported for operations, with the
participation of 52 medical institutions, including 12,832 children suffering from congenital and
acquired heart diseases, 391 children with facial deformities, 239 children needing kidney
transplants, 150 children needing bone marrow transplants and 361 with other diseases. The
Korea Child Protection Foundation, in cooperation with five hospitals, has provided treatment of
impaired children with congenital heart diseases from poor families.

C. Social security and childcare services and facilities
(arts. 26 and 18, para. 3)

134. The State has a duty to promote social security and social welfare, as provided in the
Constitution. According to the Livelihood Protection Act, children under age 18 who have no
one to support them or who live with guardians who cannot support them are given priority for
inclusion in the Livelihood Protection Programmes. Support for these children was explained in
the initial report (para. 127). Since 1996, the equality of education was improved and the
Programme expanded to include students in academic high schools as well as students in middle
and vocational high schools. As of the end of 1997, the number of children covered by the
Programme was 237,148, which constituted 24.4 per cent of all beneficiaries (971,519)

and 1.9 per cent of the entire child population. As explained in paragraph 127 of the initial
report, the governmental support for the promotion of self-reliance of female-headed families

was expanded to father-child families as well.

Table 12

Number of children and other persons under
the Livelihood Protection Programme, 1997

No. of children (A) | No. of persons (B) | Ratio (A/B) | Total children (C) Ratio (A/C)
237 148 97119 244 12 760 577 1.9

135. With rapid economic growth, modernization and urbanization since the 1970s, the size
of households has decreased and the rate of women’s, especially mothers’, employment has
increased; and hence the problem of day-care service for children needs to be solved at the
national level rather than at an ad hoc, individual level as in the previous year. In Korea, the
day-care service programme was implemented under the Infant and Pre-school Child Care Act
of 1991. This programme, including both childcare and education, is governed by the Ministry
of Health and Welfare. The Government supports the salary of teachers and the operating costs

/e°®
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gj}iﬁﬁ :étlgeneulfsmery hn:,etrvtjcc ?ci}iti&s and of educational materials and equipment, and
4 nt fees for low-income families usi i =2
Since 199 has been i ; using private day-care servi e
Centzal an?i’ ltcl::arf day-care :ém Ief’;"!lm"fznu:mtheﬁ tax included in the tuition for day—carge fi?:fllllillt:s
: : on centres were established i 2 o
tﬁgf Eﬁqur?tem to provide materials related to childcare and cou.nselling: ﬂ;ziy gl i
ildren under 5 was expanded and subsidized day care for children under 5 ﬁ-‘!o-r(::are e

low-income families and under the Liveli
e Livelihood Protecti - )
the support of governmental funds for low-income famﬁ?el:rograrmnc will be expanded with

136.  In order to respond actively to the growin

: , . ely to. g demands for day-care servi

» fg:);'twag;Z?os ec;)gonuc parhc1pgt_10n, t]ne Government impleminted the T}l;::es:‘:’i:rj Pl

bl lr: of Day-care Facilities with the aim of expanding existing facilities b -

ol Yo o 1% o 19, 3 el e s f e e

i , » ) ,759 Infants and children receivin,

of March 1999, 587,685 infants and children eceived day-care service in 18,007 i The

L ilities was gbout 90 per cent, which is judged to meet the dem ds fi
ervices; in the future, improving the quality of the day-care service will ;:a focc):l;is

Table 13

Number of day nursery centres by type and total enrolment

(units: centre, person

!
| 1990 1995 1996
l Isrgnonal and public 360 1029 1079 1919 ;s
rivate 39 4125 6 037 8172
I\;\"orkplace 20 87 117 158
th:?e 1500 3 844 4 865 5877
1919 9 085 12 098
| | 15 375
I[;Io. of children 48 000 293747 | 403 001 520 959
udget (bil. won) 191 830 1 098 1330

137.  Since most parents do not ir chi

. prefer their children to be with disabled chi i

E}l:ﬂcdlrrzg g'elz‘xtl)eraily do not have an opportunity to receive day-care nurse(:y ::ilv?rc?sl ,li(lizia:tfd

" c.)f : 9983 \;e 4ﬂl]:13 ﬁggl:m, the_ Government plans to establish 100 facilities by 2003 ef&s of
» 1,414 children received day-care services at 41 facilities. In order to im;;rove

the quality of the day-care servi
z ices, the Governm - ;
and provide a variety of programmes. overnment will evaluate day-care service and develop

D. Standard of living (art. 27, paras. 1-3)
138. inci i imari
In principle, the family has primarily responsibility for their own standard of living and

the society and nation are secondari i
] ndarily responsible for the wellf: i
In recent years, universal rather than selective welfare has bee?'lrzrgggzir:;mbem B
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- f living of needy children, in
: i amme to raise the Staﬂdar‘? o .
130, e e 8 D B nes 1981, the Korea Children’s Foundation, one s
i o assmment;.l child welfare agencies, has been placed in charge

specialized non-gov e ik volikiny icipation from the non-governmental sector.

i i 1'0 e ale lnc 2 E g
3 ?

i ilies - ips with
92 per cent of the 13,627 children who are child heads of families have sponsorship
people in a variety of social classes.

Table 14

Sponsorship, 1998

(persons, won, per cent
Number |Sponsorship | Rate Budget . Sg:r;slosrs
4 645 44
Children in child welfare 22 869 17 163 75 | 308

) . . 1
institutions 92 | 5718733598 | 2317
_ a i 12 459
Chlld—heac::;i families ;2 336 e T [ 8803379 041 | 47686
To

Source: Korea Welfare Foundation, Internal data, 1999.

i i in need from
0. The child-headed household project was st'zuted in 1985 to pt?c;e&tec{li);ﬁ;fsn al:; 1::0 e
e titutionalized and to support them living in thqr COII'II[ll;lsl fan;ilies i o
Pelﬂg “;aph 134 of the initial report. The number of chﬂlc:-head e familyrea.&se(lcare -
hash i their protection through expandin -
there have been efforts to improve

group homes.
Table 15

Number of families headed by children and their
attendance at school, 1985-1998

(Households, persons

No. of household members T —
Primary Middle i
Sy enljocﬁed school school school s;l(;(;cg
4 009 2998
13 778 142 3593 ey
}ggg g ggg 13778 142 3593 4 [2)251? i ggg i
1995 8 107 15118 124 2914 5 i 0 e
1998 8 407 13 627 150 2428 4

Source: Ministry of Health and Welfare, Working Instructions, each year.

/e 2
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E. Budget for health and welfare
141.  For the past three years, the percentage of the social development budget of the
total Government budget increased from 8.9 per cent in 1997 to 9.1 per cent in 1998 and

to 10.8 per cent in 1999. The total Government budget was 80,137.8 billion won in 1999 and

for social development it was 8,620.4 trillion won. The percentage of the budget allocated to
the Ministry of Health and Welfare is 4.9 per cent (3,896.8 trillion won).

Table 16

Budget for social development and social security

(billion won)

GDP General Social Social Ministry of Percentage
(A) budget | development | security Health and
(B) budget budget | Welfare budget
© (D) (E) CB | DB | EB
1997 | 4368 700 | 675 786 59974 42071 28512 8.9 6.2 4.2
1998 | 4501 410 | 755 829 69 058 45761 31127 9.1 6.1 4.1
1999 | 4446 600 | 801 378 86 204 58 268 38 968 10.8 7.3 4.9

Source: Ministry of Health and Welfare, Working Instructions, 1999.

Note: Social development expenditure (C) comprises social security, culture, sports,
health, living environment improvement, housing and community social development. Social
security expenditure (D) comprises medical insurance, veterans, labour welfare, national
insurance and other social welfare expenditures.

VIL. EDUCATION, LEISURE AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
A. Education, including vocational training and guidance (art. 28)

142.  The Constitution (art. 31, paras. 1-3) regulates children’s rights regarding education and
the responsibility of society to provide free education. The Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (art. 12, paras. 1 and 2) states that the Government and the local autonomous
entities must provide free education, take the necessary actions to maintain the educational
facilities, establish elementary and middle schools and oversee their management.

143, In Korea, the education system consists of six years of elementary school, three years of
middle school, three years of high school and four years of university. This is the 6-3-3-4 linear
education system. Asof 1 April 1998, the total number of students was 1 1,712,218 (the number
of female students was 5,289,559, or 45.2 per cent of the total), which is one fourth of the whole
population. The number of teachers was 428,000 and the number of schools was 19,876. The
administrative system consists of the Ministry of Education at the national level, 16 Educational
Offices at the provincial level and 180 Educational Branch Offices at the county level.

o3
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Table 17
Number of schools, students and teachers by type, 1998

Schools Classes Students Teachers
Kindergarten 8973 20 091 533912 4213 'liii
Elementary School 5 688 110 021 3 834 561 196 P
Middle School 2736 49 259 2011468 et
High School 1921 48 244 2 326 880

Source: Ministry of Educati
144,  The number of students p

and 47.1 for vocational high sc

Table 18

Number of students per class, by type, 1995-1998

on, The Educational Statistics Yearbook,1998.

er class, as of April 1998, was 34.8 students for elementary

school, 40.8 for middle school and 48.2 for high school (4?.0 for academic high school
1 £ hool), all less than the previous years.

: —
Kindergarten | Elementary school | Middle school ngl; ;091100]
1997 %2 91 Y 92
28.2 J i
igg; 26.5 34.8 40.8 48.2

Source: Ministry of Education, The Educational Statistics Yearbook, each year.

145. An indicator of the quality and state of educ_ation, the number of stud(elnts %c;d tgscsl;:; o
in 1§98 was 27.3 for elementary school, 20.9 for middle schogl, 22.6 for aca cmlbc fteacher’s

d 20.9 for vocational high school. In the same year, the ratio of the actual num 1r 0 e
?(r)lthe l.cgally required number of teachers in public schools was 96.2 pcrlcﬂ.':;}:1 Zoggu:;?:na?
school, 85.3 per cent for middle school, and 88.8 per cent fo_r high sg:hn:)cnf.teaching e
Official Law (arts. 37 and 42) mandates that to ensure the high quality o )

in elementary, middle and high schools must be trained in education and research institutes in

Korea and overseas.

1. School

(a) Elementary school

146. The free and compulsory education in elementary schools, which start}t‘.lidl du;e 31195511{;?,f ;fm !
ahn;)st completely in place nationwide. The only exceptions were for those ¢ i
from disease or who were unable to be enrolled for other reasons (Elementary an

Education Act, art. 14 and its Enforcement Decree, art. 28).
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147.  The purpose of elementary school education is to provide the basic education needed for
everyday life (Elementary and Secondary Education Act, art. 38). The law mandates that all
children aged 6 to 12 must be enrolled in elementary school, and that children aged 5 can be
enrolled if there is room for them (Elementary and Secondary Education Act, art. 13).

148.  Article 19, paragraph 1, of the Enforcement Decree of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act allows those children who reside abroad or who are foreigners to receive the same

education as Korean children. The enrolment and progress of these children are explained in
paragraph 140 of the initial report.

(b)  Middle school
149.  The Framework Act on Education (art. 8) states that graduates of elementary school have
the right to receive a middle school education. Since a very large budget is needed for free
middle school education, the government budget for free education, was able to provide such
education in isolated islands and remote villages from 1985, and in rural areas only from 1992.

As of 1 April 1999, the advancement rate of elementary school graduates to middle schools
was 99.9 per cent.

Table 19

Free and compulsory middle school education in remote areas, 1988-1996

1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 | 1996

Students 228 209 190 147 289 418 505 478 481
(thousand)

Source: Ministry of Education, The Educational Statistics Yearbook, each year.

150.  The purpose of middle school education is to advance the child’s education. Social
studies put an emphasis on understanding the worldwide problems of disease, poverty, drainage,
hunger, overpopulation, environment degradation, pollution, etc.

(c) High school

151.  The graduates of middle schools advance to general or vocational high schools, according
to their preference. As of 1998, the advancement rate of middle school graduates to high schools

was 99.4 per cent and the proportion of vocational high school students to the total number of
high school students was 40.6 per cent.

152.  The purpose of the high school education is to provide general education and professional
education on the basis of the middle school curriculum. Through ethics, Korean, Chinese,
mathematics, sociology, science, physical education, military training, music, painting, home
economics, foreign languages and special activities, students are educated with an emphasis on
broadening their understanding of the relationships between countries and the interdependence of
the peoples of the world, reflecting the need to understand the international order.




advanced education was 60.1 per cent.

ation’s 346 colleges was 2,950,826 (of -
1:hc knowledge and information era of the twenty-first century and strengthen the national
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(d) College and beyond

t rate of high school graduates to colleges or other
T, A e oo In 199511111: number of students attending one of the

whom 1,109,185 were women). In order to respond to

higher level of education, the Korean Government works at .cnco_u-raging
strengthening the autonomy of universities,
dening the opportunities provided by

competitiveness of the higher | >ducati
diversification and specialization at universities,
extending education and research conditions and broa

higher education.
Table 20
t level of schoolin
Advancement rate to next level o g P
Elementary to middle school Middle to high school | High school to college
1980 95.8 84.§ i?;z
1985 99.2 90.7 ;
1990 99.8 95.7 :?i
1995 99.9 98.5 64. )
1998 99.9 99.4 .

Source: Ministry of Education, The Educational Statistics Yearbook, each year.

154. The long-term, low-interest education loan to ensure all students will have opportunities
for higher education is covered in paragraph 144 of the initial report.

()  Kindergartens
155. Kindergartens are established to provide children under the age of three with

i ropriate learning environment (Elementary and Secondary Education
idcl:caatrlt?;; gnacli1 ;gf 'II‘)he number of children in kindergartens increased from gi,igg 1‘1111 }?9’;;
to 5,29,265 in 1995, and again to 568,096 in 1997. But' there was a decline to 5 ,t w1 :
The enrolment rate of children aged 5 in ldnd_ergarten increased from 17.34per cen tui1n T
to 42.7 per cent in 1990 and to 45.0 per cent in 1997, but decreased to 42.4 per cen A

Table 21

Enrolment rate of children under the age of 5 in kindergartens, 1981-1999

1981 1985 1990 1995 1997 1999
52.3 56.7 444 45.0 42.4

Percentage of 173
children enrolled

Source: Ministry of Education, The Educational Statistics Yearbook, each year.

7o §
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156.  According to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (arts. 55-59), schools for
disabled children are classified into special schools and special classes. Education for disabled
children is supported by the Act on the Promotion of Education for the Handicapped and its
Enforcement Decree and its Regulations. Special education includes special schools, special
classes, dispatch of teachers to classes, hospitals and welfare institutions and visiting homes for
education according to the regional conditions. Special education equivalent to elementary and
middle education is compulsory and special education for high school and kindergarten is gratis.
Entrance fees, tuition and the cost of textbooks are free and the costs of transportation and

room and board are either subsidized or totally free. Private special schools are provided

with the same level of support as public special schools. The budget allocated for special
education was 301.8 billion won in 1999, accounting for 1.7 per cent of the total budget for
education.

Special schools

Table 22

Number of special schools, students and teachers, 1995-1999

Schools Classes Students Teachers
1995 108 2 062 21 607 3 461
1996 109 2109 21 860 3613
1997 114 2264 22 569 3930
1998 118 2415 23 487 4106

1999 123 2479 24 091 4 244

Source: Ministry of Education, The Educational Statistics Yearbook, each year.

157. The Ministry of Education estimates that 225,000 children needed special education,

representing approximately 2.44 per cent of the total number of schoolchildren in 1999. As
of April 1999, the number of special schools for seriously disabled children was 123

with 24,091 children, of which 12 were for visually disabled, 15 for hearing disabled, 73 for
mentally retarded or disabled, 17 for physically disabled and 6 for psychologically disabled
children. The number of special classes for the slightly disabled was 3,764, accounting

for 26,178 children, about 22.6 per cent of all children; 77.4 per cent of children needing
special education were enrolled in general schools.
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Table 23
Special education, 1999
Type of disability No. school | No. classes No. stug;EtS
Visually disabled 12 169 1 b
Hearing disabled 15 325 § &
Mentally retarded 73 1 522 l3 =
Physically ]:-ztm:licappi:ﬁdecl IZ ?38 o
ically disal _
PSYCh01;§1t$1 = 123 2 479 24 071
Special classes in general schools 2990 3764 26 178

Source: Ministry of Education, The Educational Statistics Yearbook, 1999.

158. Inorder to expand special education programmes to cover all disabled Chlh‘jrleni the
Government plans to construct 14 special schools and increase th_c number _of special ¢ asts;s

by 1,215 from 1999 to 2003. In an effort to ensure the hlgp qualltyf of_ special ec_lucattl‘gn, e )
Government has placed a school inspector in each of th_le nine provincial educatlchIr‘;}: Gces an -
plans to improve the education offices at both tht_:- provincial -and f:ounty lt_:vels. O\tfiemx_ne
opened the National Special Education Institute in 1994, which almed to improve edt;ga ‘;)n in
the special schools through research on teaching r_nethods an'd matenab af:cordmg 1to e;l cgr:tf(::
of disability, the development of education materials, the training of special school teachers, etc.

(g)  Private schools

159. Private schools account for 33.2 per cent of the total number of schools in Korea and the
number of students enrolled in private schools accounts for 36..8 per cent of the student body.
For college students, the proportion of private schools and their students total 75.7 pccxl'l cent

and 73.1 per cent, respectively. The Government supports private schools at the middle

school level.

Table 24
Private schools
Schools | Private schools (%) | Total students | Private students (%)

Kindergarten 8973 4518 (50.3) 533 912 401 32;5 (':'54.1)
Elementary 5688 76 (1.3) 3834 561 545 (2.3 )1
Middle 2736 685 (25.0) 2011 468 465 493 (56.‘?)
High 1921 922 (47.9) 2 326 880 1 320 819 (56.7)
College 158 143 (90.5) 801 681 771 970 (96.3)
University 185 140 (75.7) 1 645 247 1202 527 (73.1)
Others 215 121 (56.3) 394 372 41110(10.4)

Total 19 876 6 605 (33.2) 11548 121 4 257 808 (36.8)

Source: Ministry of Education, The Educational Statistics Yearbook, 1998.
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(h) Vocational schools

160.  High schools are classified into academic high schools and vocational high schools.
Vocational education starts from high school after grade 9. Vocational high schools are
divided into agricultural high schools, commercial high schools, manufacturing high schools,
fishery and oceanographic high schools, domestic affairs high schools industrial high schools
and complex high schools, according to the content of their programmes. With the changes
in industry, vocational education programmes have also changed. Commercial high

schools account for 32 per cent of all vocational schools, manufacturing high schools account
for 25.9 per cent, complex high schools for 25.9 per cent and agricultural and fishery high
schools for 4.5 per cent. Although vocational high schools are classified in public and private,

the central Government supports most of the financing needed for the operation of all those
schools.

161.  In order for programmes to respond to the needs of industry and improve the students’
capacity to work, since 1993 there has been a “2 plus 1” system of cooperative education in
manufacturing high schools. This system consists of two years (grades 10 and 11) of theoretical
education and one year (grade 12) of practical education in industrial establishments. A total

of 9,110 students, 1,928 establishments and 45 schools participated in this system in 1998.

162.  Students in vocational high schools, just like those in academic high schools, are allowed
to enter higher education. Most graduates of vocational high schools apply for vocational skill
certificates; those with certificates either work or enter higher education to study further in the
field of their acquired certificates. In recent years, changes in industry and the growing demand
for higher education have resulted in an increase in the proportion of students in vocational hi gh
schools who enter higher education. Accordingly, the Government has adopted policies

connecting vocational high schools and colleges in order to facilitate the enrolment of vocational
students in higher education.

163.  Vocational education is provided for those students in academic high schools who do not
wish to go on to higher education. Students in academic high schools are allowed to receive
technical education from nearby manufacturing vocational high schools or public and private

vocational training agencies for one year after grade 11; around 19,009 students participated in
this programme in 1998.

Table 25

Vocational high schools, 1998

Total (A) | Academic high Vocational high schools (C)
schools (B) Total | Agriculture | Manufacturing | Commerce | Fishery | Complex | C/A (%)
Schools | 1921 1149 m 26 200 247 9 290 | 402
Students | 2326 880 1399394 927486 20838 316828 342 644 6983 | 240193 | 399
2.2%) (34.2%) (36.9%) | (0.8%) | (25.9%)
Teachers | 105 945 61 680 44 265 1364 14 924 14 969 440 12568 | 418

Source: Ministry of Education, The Educational Statistics Yearbook, 1998.
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Table 26
168.  The education system for working adolescents who cannot enter regular school,
Advancement rate of graduates of vocational high schools includes open high schools, the industrial high schools and middle schools and special classes for
to higher education, 1995-1997 working adolescents (Elementary and Secondary Education Act, art. 52). In 1998, there
( s were 13,543 students in open high schools and 5,216 students in four industrial high schools.
Advanced Graduated Advancement rate 169. In addition, those who pass a qualification examination, or those who complete the
1995 49 699 259133 192 curriculum at social welfare institutions according to the Juvenile Reformatory Act, are equally
1996 60373 274 696 22.0 qualified as those who graduate from regular schools. This contributes to expanding the
79961 273912 292 educational opportunities for people (Elementary and Secondary Education Act, arts. 96-98;
1997 Juvenile Reformatory Act, art. 29).

Source: Ministry of Education, Yearbook of Education, each year.

170. Under the Juvenile Reformatory Act those juvenile delinquents who lost their
educational opportunity to acquire educational certificates may study, in order to discourage
recidivism. For this purpose, a studying programme for detention homes was established, and
those who complete it have the same qualifications as those gained in regular schools (Juvenile
Reformatory Act, art. 29, para. 1; its Enforcement Decree, art. 91). Additionally, vocational
training detention homes are established to provide training for adolescents without dependents,
in need of employment, etc. The number of trainees in the vocational training for adolescents in

detention homes was 803 in 1996 (Ministry of Justices, unpublished data).

2 ; 1
i - oned to meet industry’s demand for personnel,
B . Tia m was introduced by the Vocational

164. The vocational training sys ;
i i . s syste :
since the regular education curriculum cannot. This syst o e e
acted

t Framew
ini ted in 1967, and was expanded to the curren : te
Ei:ﬁ:ﬁg iﬁc:b?}%acsmce the Act on the Promotion of Workers’ Vocational Traimning was en

in 1997, demand-centred vocational training has been stressed.

165. This vocational training system is to improve the social and economic status of those

adolescents who do not go on to higher education, by helping them gain useful skills.

ollege or university amounts t0
The number of adolescents who do not goonto C hfve D ats Al 1 .

t
about 300,000 per annum, and most of therm i provides job training for those

TP - ; ¢

i iob. Taking this into consideration, the Governmen ; : or

:.klgie(litll?; over w%o desire job training, and mandates that costs be paid l:); _](;g :ir:.;n;:rgmosc
sﬁppliers The Government also mediates jobs through local employment ag!

who complete job training.

2. Budget

171.  The Korean Government invests in education because it is a universal right, as defined in
the Constitution. The education investment and budget are as in the initial report.

172.  During the past 20 years, the ratio of public education expenditure to GNP has been
rather stable. In 1998, the expenditure for public education, including the budgets of both
the Ministry of Education and local autonomous entities, was 37.084 trillion won, accounting
for 8.2 per cent of GNP.

of “life training” system that divides the training into

i i ini tinually develop and improve
.o improving, transferring, and retraining sO as to continually p | p
:Ef{:tﬂrel;gtl:%;;g?—m all igcinds of work. Job training 1s divided by sul_)Ject. pl:ib;m ]obi:zu;:;g
had 49,257 trainees, job training within a company had 173,686 trainees an cered

166. Training is conducted in a type

Table 27

training had 22,101 trainees in 1991 The education budget
- ith experience in vocational billi
i nsellors in the non-governmental sector with € (billion won
- 16?‘ Professioua] coul ement and other relevant fields are placed in local employmen GNP Gov. Ministry Local Compulsory Percentage (%)

e S employml::;ll: E"ztc where professional aptitude tests, interest tests, and 1:.1'0fcs§1011211 (A) budget budget | education education

2$§H$E;t§nduct:& for adolescents. Specifically, Cx'tead;‘;m from elem;;hta?&zs“g‘:ilig (B) © budget | expenditure | C/A | C/B | E/C

' h experience in academic and career counselling, €Xp i - | (D) (E)
2233%2;: mlio\:qmer ogicials who worked in the laboulfl field :1:1- :;is;ﬁzlelg a:oh&lzctmmrylhey él;? | s (s e e o e T
t ovem ) ;
counsellors from March to June and from September fo PSP orofessional 1993 | 256685 | 41936 | 9880 | 8684 4301 37 | 236 | 435
provide adolescent job-seekers with professional ap » 450 141 | 77738 18 128 18 956 12 861 4.0 233 | 70.9

counselling, vocational information and education about having the right professional attitudes.

Source: Ministry of Education, Yearbook of Education, each year.

Note: GNP at current price level.
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173. The Government’s efforts to encourage school attendance and prevent dropping-outs are
expiained in paragraphs 156 and 157 of the initial report.

i i izati the Government considers
174. In an era of internationalization and openness,
internationalizing education to be an important goal and hel_mc makes an eff_orl t:d 1:nrortri1({:rt§1 1
cooperation with foreign Governments, intemz}nonal organizations and _fore;gn ucat o
agencies. Specifically, the Government participates acuvel_y in mtex:natlona coopera -
activities on the basis of bilateral cultural agreements, and in educational cxc!mn%e chgge;amic
ivities with i i izations i i SCO, the Organisation for Econ

ties with international organizations mc_Iudmg_ UNE ) ! :
i(i;:ctvl—:?peerzﬁon and Development (OECD), Asia-Pacific Economic Cgoperahon (APEC) and .
others. The Government hosted the second UNESCO World Vocational Technolc;gy _]i%tigc;agtlc:;d

, ibit i i Education in April 1999,

d Exhibition on International Vocational T_echnology ‘

Sc?r?gxgg ta: an international agreement on a new vocational technology educational system for

the twenty-first century.
B. Aims of education (art. 29)
: i tes that under the humanitarian ideal,

5. The Framework Act on Education (ar_L 2) sta _ : .
tla;ucation aims to accommodate the personality of the person, prqwd_elpeople with $e capac:lti{'( .
to earn a living, and help people to be active and aware democratic citizens so that ;y n}az
their lives, develop democracy, and be prosperous. This 'educatl!:m 1dee;1h is a comprehensiv
declaration that includes individual, social, national and international ethics.

176. The ideal citizen to which the Korean educational system aspires is a person:
Who develop his/her personality to become a perfect person;
Who display creativity;
Who pioneer new paths on the basis of wide culture;
Who creates new values on the basis of understanding our culture;
Who contribute to developing the community as a democratic citizen.

C. Leisure, recreation and cultural activities (art. 31)

i i ; i i i f life, the Government, in accordance
.S children’s play is an important con.?ntuentq ; 50V :
Lgh the ghcﬁd Welfare Kct (art. 10), provides children with safe facilities and environments
where they can play without exposure to dangers.

178. The Ministry of Culture and Tourism and the Ministry ?f 'E:dugauon develop m:cll o an
implement a variety of programmes for lciSt_lre and cultural activities in ordel;a to cr:tsarl):l)ish e
extremely rigorous educational system and immature mass culture, gnd there! z s e
and proper youth culture. The Government plans to establish a National Youth Traimng

12
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and a Youth-Centred Park for improving sensitivity and character, improve 769 youth training
facilities including regional youth homes, develop and provide systematic programmes to
improve training activities for solid leisure and cultural activities for youth during 1998-2000.
The training facilities for these activities have gradually expanded.

Table 28

Number of youth training facilities, 1990-1997

1990 1991 | 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Total 205 223 214 284 287 370 432 470
Living areas 67 68 72 112 132 174 189 194
Natural area 122 137 133 166 148 180 219 241
Youth hostels 16 18 9 6 7 16 24 25

Source: Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Youth Training Facilities, each year.

179.  In order to systematically develop young people’s literacy and artistic activities, the
Government has supported a training programme for literature and art teachers since 1992.

In 1996, 996 persons participated in this programme. Cultural schools were established to
provide cultural lectures to young people. In 1996, 110,000 persons participated in

about 400 lectures in 167 schools. In addition, the Government has managed a culture and art
demonstration school to support young people’s literacy and artistic activities, and has made
efforts on behalf of activities such as concerts and theatre festivals since 1992.

Table 29

Culture and art demonstration project schools, 1992-1996

Total 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

No. of schools 150 30 30 30 30 30
Support budget (10 000 won) | 45 900 9 000 9 000 9 000 9 000 9900
Exhibitions:  Participants 165143 | 47448 | 35857 33187 | 21143 |27 508
Judges 306 819 |69 831 | 66563 71743 | 59332 | 39350

Source: Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Youth White Papers, each year.

180.

In Korea, the budget for libraries was 231.4 billion won in 1997, 5.0 billion won for

elementary schools, 565.9 million won for middle schools, and 4.7 billion won for high schools.

Specifically, the Government has made efforts to expand the spaces for reading through
managing small-sized libraries for children and young people in areas where people in

over-populated areas have a difficult time using public libraries.

/13
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pagea VIIL. SPECIAL PROTECTION MEASURES
Table 30
Wchild it libraries, 1991-1997 A. Children in conflict with the law (art. 40)
1991 [ 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 CNU:)D- 1. Juvenile delinquency (art. 40)
Mobile | No. 8 8 8 8 8 9 5 22 1 2;3 182. ' The lcga} bas'es for. the sqpervision of _juvenile delinquents are the Criminal Act and the
Support budget | 160 | 160 | 160 | 160 | 160 | 225 Juvenile Act. Since juvenile delinquents are in the process of growing up and have a high
(mill. won) 580 possibility of being rehabilitated, education is emphasized over punishment. The Juvenile Act
Small | No ' 80 | 100 100 100 100 - 100 S provides that young offenders are treated with a different procedure from adult offenders.
SuI;POﬂ budget | 200 | 200 | 200 | 200 | 200 - | 200 |1 However, the young offenders whose crimes are too serious to be rehabilitated are subject to the
(mill. won)

provisions of the Criminal Act, but those who have the possibility of being rehabilitated are
subject to educational measures. The system for rehabilitation and guidance of the young

include suspension of the indictment (including on condition of guidance), probation, suspension
of sentence, treatment in juvenile homes, and others.

. Source: Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Youth White Papers, each year.

181. The Government has made various efforts to prov.ide cultural activities for childr;:;.s -
In 1.997, the number of cultural facilities, including libraries, museums, and others, was 13,512.

183.  The Constitution (art. 13, para. 1) provides that no citizen may be prosecuted for an act

which does not constitute a crime at the time it was committed; thus, the retroactive application
Table 31 of punishment is prohibited. The Criminal Act (art. 1) provides that when a law is changed after
sonal culture staces, 1997 the commission of a crime and the act thereby no longer constitutes a crime, or the punishment
National cu PAcES therefor becomes less severe, the new law shall be applied; and that when a law is changed after
Details No. the sentence for a crime committed under the law has become final, such act no longer
Libraries National Library of Korea 35(1} constituting a crime, the execution of the punishment shall be remitted.
Public libraries
University libraries 378 184.  The Constitution (art. 27, para. 4) provides that a person is presumed innocent until a
School libraries 9117 determination of guilt has been confirmed. As detailed in the initial report (art. 166), these rules
Professional/special libraries 418 are also provided in the Code of Criminal Procedure.
National Assembly library : . _ )
Total 10 265 185.  The Constitution (art. 12, para. 5) provides that no one may be arrested or detained
Registered museums:  Museum 71 without being told the reason and allowed to exercise the right to be assisted by counsel, and that
Museums Gallery 31 the reason for, time and place of arrest or detention must be conveyed, without delay, to the
Subtotal 108 family of a person arrested or detained. These principles in the Constitution are detailed in the
Nitional fuseuins: Museum 2:: Code of Criminal Procedure, as explained in paragraph 167 of the initial report.
le
Gglub?ota] 24 186.  Regarding the defendant’s right to receive defence counsel free of charge, the
Uiiversitymuseums:  Musenm 80 Constitution (art. 12, para. 4) provides that when a criminal defendant js unable to secure counsel
s Gallery 1 by his own efforts, the State shall assign counsel. The system for assigning counsel by the State
Subtotal 81 under the Criminal Procedure Act was expiained in paragraph 168 of the initial report.
213
Total Tin 1012 187.  In Korea, the Government, through the Legal Aid Act, supports legal aid activities for the
. Other cultural Perffar.rr_lance f?c.:l. s 606 poor or people who do not know the law, and who thereby might be legally disadvantaged in
I’ " i |fare facilities 1150 their legal defence. According to the Legal Aid Act, farmers and fishermen, people under
| Loca.il e ulture and v ar: o ation 249 Livelihood Protection, veterans and their families, child-headed households, workers with a
Exhibition facilities for dissemin 3034 monthly income under 1.3 million won, and small-scale merchants are all provided with free
Total 13 512 defence counsel for civil cases and family disputes, public trials, and cases transmitted to the
Total

Juvenile Department. In 1997, the number of free defence counsels by the Legal Aid Act
amounted to 1,948.

Source: Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Youth White Papers, 1997.
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196.  The Criminal Procedure Act (art. 9) provides that a minor offender, who has not
attained 14 years of age is not subject to criminal punishment. The Juvenile Act (art. 4, para. 1)
provides that juveniles over the age of 12 but less than 14 have committed acts which are

contrary to the criminal laws and decrees are tried as protection cases by the Juvenile
Department.

188. The Juvenile Act (art. 17) provides the basis for le ga} support for julvexflilt;s ;1:1 5;:11:131

- by stipulating that juveniles or their guardians may, with the approval o ¢ e s A
g: e:ruflcntlj appoint an assistant; the guardian or the attorney may be appointed as
witIl)lout the approval of the Juvenile Department.

185' Illz :Cllstl“' tlcllplc d:E 1“' on S y
Sl 1S tIE tE ' lga ls{ 1€ C :iill:la]‘t SV lll Or b

paragraph 170 of the initial report.

197.  The Juvenile Act (art. 32) provides that the Juvenile delinquents in juvenile protection
cases shall: (a) have the guidance of their guardians; (b) have protective guidance from juvenile
guidance counsellors; (c) have guidance from Juvenile protection institutions; (d) be committed
to hospitals, reformatories, etc.; (¢) be subject to the Juvenile Reformatory Act, which provides
for guidance procedures rather than penal punishment. In case of protective guidance by

Juvenile guidance counsellors, an order for public service or education may be issued at the same
time, which contributes to the juvenile’s active rehabilitation.

iti i inst
190. The Constitution provides that no citizen shall be tortured or I;;o:l:pl:g;g ;c; at?sm;ftjgl Zgal
him./hcrselt" in criminal cases. If a confession is d.etcnnmc_d to h::e e e s
defendant’s will through such means as torture, v191cnce, mmmall tion, e
st, such confession shall not be admitted as evidence nor sh puni s
?hr?bésis of such a confession. The Criminal Procedure Act prescribes these details

. . . . 171

misdeeds of the juvenile concerned, but also on the environment of the juvenile. The trial should
take into consideration the opinion of educators, social workers, psychiatrists, psychologists and
other experts so that the motives of the juvenile criminals are understood and effective and

practical correction measures can be developed. The details are explained in paragraph 179 of
the initial report.

191. In criminal cases, the accused submits his/her cv?dence or opinion ab(c)lult ;.l;eocf(:li: ; -
cxa:-nination of the evidence. The details are explained in paragraphs 172 an

report.

192. 'When the presiding judge recognizes that a witness cannot m:ll-.:: a fsrtz)ﬁctf:; (s)t::tcment in
the inrcsencc of the accused, the judge may order the accused to w;téx awmake iz
(Criminal Procedure Act, art. 297). Even in such cases, the accus r‘?a)\;ri b RN
related to the matters examined, and in the event that the testimony 0 i
unexpected and/or serious statements disadvantageous to the accus?rdﬁ at g
e 028'1011 'Sttatel?engrt?h?:;‘i:gssiﬁlgﬁfl gji)c'lenc: with the exception of

ides strict rules . nce,
g;:cfai (c);als:.':;a 'axzu):l]:ll-:;v;c:lslsed’s right of cross-examination is sufficiently guarantgcd.

199.  For educating and improving juvenile delinquents, juvenile reformatories are managed
using school curricula, vocational training and short-term and special treatment. Juvenile
delinquents are accommodated taking into account their age, educational level, aptitudes,
prospects, degree of difficulty in reform, etc. and thus are effectively removed from malign
influences. In the reformatory schools, pursuant to the Education Act, regular primary, middle
and high school curricula are taught and the entrance and transfer to re gular schools is
encouraged. At the vocational training reformatories, pursuant to the Rudimentary Vocational
Training Education Act, public vocational training is provided; 700 inmates annually attain -
technical licences in 17 different fields including automobile maintenance. In short-term
treatment reformatories, the duration of stay of the juvenile delinquent is less than six months
and hence, through various improvement programmes for early protection and timely
improvement, daily lessons are continually taught. Juveniles who have committed serious
crimes such as murder, robbery, rape, or organized crime are accommodated at special
reformatories where special education, such as physical training, is offered. In order to develop
cooperative attitudes, special activities are provided 10 hours weekly in selected possible areas
such as arts and letters, physical education, labour service and other subjects.

immedi ase
193. The accused may apply for an appeal, re—appca] §nd edlate-;ppga&ll,cm?: pt.{l;:_:L c
and.for extraordinary appeal. The details are explained in paragra;;/l[l_ 11' ocourt O st
However, according to the Constitution (art. 110, para. 4) and the Military

in military trials, only appeals are allowed.

i i isual impairment
194. In case a child not versed in the Korean languagc or with a hearing ;r t:,'llssu:ll'en:fpallaincd
is re:quired to make a statement, a translator is provided by the court. The detai

in paragraph 175 of the initial report.

e 14

200.  Those provisionally discharged are placed under intensive supervised probation

for 6 to 12 months and given guidance for jobs, forming relationship and entering school, and
thus are actively supported for social adaptation and integration. Also, there are efforts to
prevent relapse by the discharged by providing ex post facto instruction.

. : i iles involved in legal
3 195. As declared in the Conventlo:()ln, t(;l:n;lmmﬂl;: Ehr;‘lrlagtolfé;rlelillc:nlg‘tfgo\;e g
i i t provides that the tna > publ 1
procesiings, (e T A‘c i trial may be identified shall not be made
e hich the juvenile under protection or tr y be identi
; gﬁ?ﬁ: sl.J:):u‘awwspape:r El)r broadcast media. The details are explained in paragraph 176 of the

initial report.

.’.'
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2. Children deprived of their liberty (art. 37, paras. 2,3,4)

i i lained in
curing personal liberty and saft?ty was exp
! Tllll: lsg;ingflco(;‘ft:liwi;i?;ls;pomgﬁpisuam to the constitutional pnncll)ple o(fi' due X:ccss
' imi ure
ngia ﬁ%bligation to present warrants (art. 12, paras. 1 and 3), the Criminal : ;c))cteh S
stipulates the requirements for arrest (art. 70), the issuance of warrants (:tnb th:-, S
d fention (art. 75), the manner of executing an arrest_(an. 85), the reque argd ; spstemaﬁc
t:e issuance c;f a v;rammt (art. 201), etc. The Republic of Korea ha's prc]:vC : 'naj{ o T
rocedure for thoroughly guaranteeing personal liberty and safety in the Crimi :
lr)evisos:d 29 December 1995 and in effect as of 1 January 1997.

202. The Criminal Procedure Act provides restrictipns on warrants fc::re trl::j zxz;sct uc:ltl‘ Sc::{r:(l;rzls.

But .sincc there are no regulations fon_' the short dctcntlonfcif s?sp:acts ;:(1: ol

the investigating agency’s investigation took the form o V"([)‘h] un gce A i
hich it could request the issuance of a warrant for arrest. This p e

bei infringement of human rights. Consequently, the Police Dut'y Ex&_amf ion el

be“}g i mS l:.ldgcch 1991 to restrict the requirements, procedure and time lll:ﬂit for? Vo ]un ary

;Z\;g;i:rr:imen:’{ However, problems continued to arise and hence the revised Crimina

iti i rrest.
Procedure Act provided new conditions for the issuance of a warrant for a

203. Under the revised Code of Criminal Procedure, when there are :lt:aso;z;gzg:umn:; ;;:)T =
su ; ct a person of committing a criminal act and that he may escap;,th e pc'secut‘:)r o
th:I;flspect under a warrant issued by a district couft at the r_'equcst oamt; tp:'v . "mcse
judicial police may ask the prosecutor to re,‘c‘lucst a judge to 1ssuei;1nnem“ el s A%
provisions eliminate the need for arrest by voluntary accompan:

art. 200, para. 2).

; : :

204. The public prosecutor or judicial police official may arrest a;. ;uspcs:l :tj: cz:’naarrtrczsou

warrant issued by a judge at the request of the.prosccutor (Cnrmnats ‘:'nq::heout it

However, a public prosecutor or judicial official may arrest suspec i i e
ood rca.;on to suspect that the person has committed a crime punis i

. 1 servitude or imprisonment of three years or more, if there are reasonable gr T sl

penacct that the suspect may destroy evidence or may flee or has fled, '1f itis 1mpos;s's ot

:lu:rirrant from a judge due to urgent need (ibid., art. dfg&] ;::)1:0:2; fcf)irclig ;};‘:is];;‘sul:?b t:; ey vl

in such cases, if the prosecutor or ju : '
3!?5233@5 E:f; Ifl:osm a district court judge, the suspect shall be released immediately

(ibid., art. 200, para. 4).

205. An arrest warrant for a juvenile suspect shall not be issued unless afbsc'ylut:gl :z;zslslsil;yby
jeni formatory Act, art. 55, para. 1). When necessary, the an:est_ ofa Juv_l : -

i I'{e ed by a judge at the request of a prosecutor. When a d'lstr}ct juvenile epartm. S

n ‘:kmn::l::s:;ion t); trjansfer an arrested juvenile, the director of the institution where h;:: :

Ist;llal]elszﬂfiing him to the juvenile ﬂepartment of the c?ty{county court w1t'hm 24 (111}::3; (;u;} e

city/county court without a juvenile department within 48 hours of being so d1

prosecutor (Juvenile Reformatory Act, art. 52, para. 1).
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206. A judge of the juvenile de

months to a preventive facility, such as the Juvenile Classification Investigation House or a
hospital when the case needs to be investigated and tried. If the juvenile needs to continue to be
protected, this period can be prolonged only once for another three months (Juvenile
Reformatory Act, art. 18). The “guardian treatment” shall not affect his future (art. 32, para. 5).

partment of the court may send an arrested juvenile for three

207.  The Juvenile Reformatory Act (art. 8) provides that male and females, and persons
under 16, and persons over 16 should be accommodated separately so as to limit adverse
influences. Newly committed juvenile delinquents are housed separately from other juvenile
delinquents and after a 10-day surveillance period for classification, the Juvenile Delinquent
Treatment Deliberation Committee determines and classifies their accommodation, duration of
treatment, education courses, etc. in detail, on the basis of the results of the investigation and the
screening (Enforcement Decree of the Juvenile Reformatory Act, arts. 4, 11, 14, 15).

208. There are 12 juvenile reformatories nationwide, classified by their function into those for
academic education, for occupational education, for females, for serious and habitual juvenile
delinquents, and for the combined purposes of academic and occupational education. Based on
the juvenile delinquent’s sex, age, experience, existence of confederates, characteristics of their
crime, duration of treatment and education, the juvenile delinquent is accommodated in a
separate facility or accommodated separately within the same facility as others (Juvenile
Reformatory Act, arts. 4 and 8 and its Enforcement Decree, arts. 3, 11, 16).

209.  For contact with the family, interviews are permitted at fixed times and places unless

such interviews would cause disruption in the protection and reformative education of the
Juvenile under custody. Correspondence is allowed, but after viewing the letters, if it is found
that the contents may be disruptive to the reformatory education, the exchange of
correspondence may be restricted (Juvenile Reformatory Act, art. 18 and its Enforcement
Decree, arts. 48-51). Ifitis necessary for the reformatory education, the Jjuvenile is allowed out
on special occasions or tragedies in the lineal family. The provision enables the Jjuvenile to

improve relations with the family and adjust to society (Juvenile Reformatory Act, art. 19 and its
Enforcement Decree, arts. 52, 53).

210.  The Constitution provides that all persons who are arrested or detained shall have the
right to request the court to review the legality of the arrest or detention (art. 12). The Criminal
Procedure Act (art. 214), pursuant to the Constitution, provides that a suspect who is confined
pursuant to a warrant of confinement may submit a petition to an appropriate court to examine
the legality of the confinement with respect to all crimes. Where the accused is a minor, the
court may appoint a counsel ex officio and accordingly, the provision stipulates special

protection for juveniles whose capability for legal care is relatively weak (Criminal Procedure
Act, art. 33).

211.  In the past five years, the number of incidents of juvenile delinquency has increased.
In 1997, juvenile delinquency accounted for 7.6 per cent of the total number of crimes;
about 36.8 per cent of the juvenile delinquencies were prosecuted, 38.1 per cent of that number
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page 30 215.  Social treatment for child abuse and child abandonment in Korea is in its initial stages
and active intervention for treatment and prevention has not been encouraged. This is because
there is no legal foundation yet. Therefore, the Government is currently preparing reports on
child abuse; it has carried out research projects on laws to prevent child abuse and will support
counselling to strengthen the Child Abuse Prevention Association’s social activities.

the juvenile department of a court. The
ere suspended, and 13.8 per cent were transferred to : _ _

:vatc of prlz;ecution for adult crimes was 53.7 per cent greater than for _]uv?mlt? crimes, Ehtercas
the suspended prosecution rate for adult crimes was only 7.3 per cent, which indicates tha
juvenile crimes tended to be treated more with guidance than with penal measures.

Table 32

Incidence of juvenile delinquency, 1993-1997

Source: Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Youth White Papers, each year.

3. Prohibition of death sentence and life imprisonment
of children (art. 37, para. 1)

212. The prohibition of capital punishment and life imprisonment for juveniles is mentioned
elsewhere in this report.

4. Support for the return to society (art. 39)

213. When a young person is released into society from a reh_abllltahon cex:lg 1tor Jl::;ﬂ;iz
reformatory where he/she received correction, post-release services arelgrow 2 oe'pwithout
reintegrating the youth into the commuqity so that the person can be'se -sugp(ih evK,c'rca
misadaptation to the society and recidivism. Thcsc_ services are gamed out h:' A
Rehabilitation Protection Cooperatior:-h under t¥1e ?\dlnlnsu'ly a(:;ii J ;zzt;:;;n v:ltlxécs:l:u pf-i nead ({11 o
i 1, 12 local centres at the provincial leve and]
:—hef'oﬁ:ig:ilelse;;t;onwide. In addition, there is the Society for t‘pc Support of’ Reh'fa'l?ﬂ'lstaogi[:tl’
most of whose members are businessmen in small to Enedlum-s:zed companies. i eedical g'are
provides rehabilitation services such as vocational guidance, help with job search, m )

 financial assistance, including provisions for housing and food, support for transportation,

vocational training, employment, and other self-reliance support activities.

izati i ith children have centres for protecting
214. Non-governmental organizations working with ch - ccti
children’s rigghts and reporting violations. The Korea Chll('i Abuse Prevention Asg(;;l;hotn:t?(sm
local centres for reporting child abuse and a telephone hotline, etc. Th; Korea Child Pro el %
Foundation expanded its child counselling phone line to a 24-hour hotline. From January )

the Foundation also began operating temporary shelters.

f 0

B. Children in situations of exploitation

1. Economic exploitation (art. 32)

persons, %) 216.  To protect school-aged children, it is provided that no child below 15 shall be employed
1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 at any job except for those who have obtained an employment authorization certificate from the
Total crimes 1738952 1660973 1 804 405| 2018 296 2 :g ng Ministry of Labour (Labour Standard.? Act, art. 62). Jobs for which an employment .
Crimes committed by juveniles | 110 604| 108342| 124244 146 986 1 authonza_tmn ccruﬁf:ate may not be given are waiters in restaurants or bars, incineration jobs,
Prop sition 6.4 6.5 6.9 7.3 36- 8 slaughtcrmg, operating elevators and others detrimental to health (Labour Standards Act, art. 62
Rate of prosecution 40.3 37.7 36.8 354 : and its Enforcement Decree, art. 33) and underground work (Labour Standards Act, art. 70),

like at smelting furnaces (Labour Standards Act, art. 63 and its Enforcement Decree, art. 37).

217. The Korean Government ratified the Convention concemning Minimum Age for
Admission to Employment (ILO Convention No. 138) on 28 January 1999 on the
recommendation of the Committee, and the Convention will come into effect

on 28 January 2000.

218.  In order to prevent minors from being employed in harmful workplaces, including
where drinking and prostitution take place, the regulations for prohibiting the employment of
minors under the age of 18 was added to the Employment Security Act (art. 21) and its
Enforcement Decree (art. 26) in April 1999. Through annual inspections of such premises the
offenders are pursued and arrested. The Youth Protection Act (art. 24) designates those places
that are prohibited from employing youths and imposes on violators a maximum punishment of
three years’ imprisonment and fines of up to 20 million won, and additional fines

of 10 million won per youth employed illegally.

219.  In April 1997, 15,177 children aged under 18 were economically active (5,064 males
and 10,113 females) accounting for 0.2 per cent of the workforce; 78.0 per cent of child labour,
or 11,836 children, were employed in the manufacturing industry.

220. Working hours are severely restricted for working minors. Although the working day for
adult labourers is eight hours, not including rest time, and cannot exceed 44 hours per week, for
minors it is seven hours per day and 42 hours per week. Prolongation of working hours is
possible by agreement between employer and employee, but even in such cases, overtime cannot

exceed 12 hours per week for adult labourers, and 1 hour per day and 6 hours per week for
minors.

/2 /
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itati i i tracts and
221. In order to prevent the economic exploitation qf children, their ﬂc:mplo:;n:lna; zo:n c
rmmmum age are protected; neither parents nor guardums have the 11: orlll;yto e
employment contract on behalf of a minor. Ifit is deemed dlsadvan_ g:\ oA
emgloyee the parents, guardian or the Ministry of Labour may terminate an emp
contract (Labour Standards Act, art. 65).

222. The minimum wage applies for establishmcnts. with 10 emplpycgs or fct::r.f lj:;en ifa
i .or worker has worked less than six months, the child shall be paid nine tc:jn1 of t i wage
nmxilr:imum wage for adults and the previous level of wages shal; )no‘tA bcocuggtcdcwnnnagclmbdow =
i art. 3). A con
ini Act, art. 5 and its Enforcement Decree, 3).
mmmw\fgf fss invalid. As of September 1998, the adult minimum wage was 1,525 won per

day and 12,200 won per week.

i Act
223. " In order to protect child workers’ rights, chap{?r 12. of thelLabgt_Jr ‘S”tz.?lzlaﬁshibited _—
es.cribcs punishments for each violation. When a minor is employe 11(1) - P N e i

](::-rt 63) and when the minor is employed in “underground” work (allit 7 ),one Vﬁ B

i shed by imprisonment for up to three years, and a fine of 20 million \fvf ! e
Eﬁggr the a)ée 15 are employed without an f:mpla:)ymltzlligau:hggliil,t1;:11';1 c:;t; k1icnagtenEl t O.f e s

i hibition against worl atni '

o le.g?l tw; ?:r?sg iélg?;;’)ﬁ;eﬁp;: of 5 milliﬁn won is imposed on the violators. No leglal -
om To . ent autl;.orizatic:n certificate for the minor worker (art. 64) or an illegal emp! l?ym .
z:z)trgz:n(zn 65) is punishable by imprisonment of up to two years or a fine of 10 million won.

224, In order to monitor the above provisic_ms to protect qhﬂdren, th;:c Gf?::ggﬁ:;:; .

mai;nains 46 local employment offices to guide and supervise the.: wor Ic:l e

five or more employees per office for the special protection of rmno‘rg. i a;ld ,co e

labourers in 779 establishments were inspectt?d and 207 cases were i cn'ﬂ_l e

However, as the Labour Standard Act is applicable for cstabllshmer_lts wi i
; 12 t;S there is no provision for the maximum number of w'or!clng hours o cber i

::trsbli)stchm;nts with less than five employees, and hence no statistics on the number o

labourers in these establishments.

2. Drug abuse (art. 33)

. . ol
225. In order to protect children from beccamn:lt%1 dll;uogd abusers, t}ilgnl-):;‘:;hg;;?:n Ddr:rgosvgjc:; 0
desi seriously detrimental to the body as psyct .

g‘:tt dci;ogr::t\fhtgigll-uﬁirchase, rfaanufacturc, consume, or disseminate psychou'op;)c dil.tllistr t;)pic

m?ngr‘: shall be punis’hed by penal servitude for life or f?r nozt é;:&;sl than fv\;z gsczlr:t(miyseuing
Youth Protection Act (art. SO pro -

et i but also of cigarettes, alcohol, etc. or

i i inating not only of psychotropic drugs bu garettes, .
bh:ﬁﬁéﬁ:&:; gi-susg::omfnlizirs are pr);)hibited and a statement of that prohibition shall be written

on the package.
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226. The Hemp Control Act provides that
authorization for dealing in hemp be punishe

five years (Narcotics Act, art. 60). The Cannabis Control Act provides that persons who

cultivate cannabis for sale without legal authorization for dealing shall be punished by penal
servitude for not more than one year (art. 19).

227.  The treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts are accomplished through 17 national or
public hospitals and 5 private hospitals which are authorized as specialized hospitals for drug
abusers. For the specialized and efficient treatment of drug addicts, a National Drug
Rehabilitation Centre with 200 beds is being constructed. While the number of dru g addicts is
decreasing, harmful chemical addictions such as inhaling glue and gas are causing new
problems. According to the survey on drug addiction among youth conducted in 1992,

45,000 to 88,000 adolescent addicts are estimated to be in need of treatment. The chemical

addicts may be treated in psychiatric facilities. Chemical addiction is, however, not covered in
the national health insurance.

3. Sexual exploitation and abuse (art. 34)

228.  In order to protect children from sexual exploitation and abuse, the Criminal Act provides
that a person who induces a minor to engage in sexual intercourse shall be punished by penal
servitude for not more than three years or a fine not exceeding 15 million won (art. 242). The
other protections, which are explained in details in the initial report (paras. 202-205), include the
prohibition of prostitution by the Prevention of Prostitution, etc., Act and the prohibition of
prostitution and obscene acts by the Act on the Regulation of Amusement Business Affecting
Public Morals. By the Criminal Act (art. 244), a person who, for the purpose of sale,

manufactures, possesses, imports or exports obscene goods, shall be punished by penal servitude
for not more than one year or a fine not exceeding 5 million won.

229.  The Prevention of Prostitution
prostitution, exhortation to be a
Violators shall be punished by

, etc., Act forbids prostitution, inducements or coercion of
partner in prostitution, or the provision of a place for such acts.
penal servitude for not more than three years (arts. 4-6, 14-1 6).

230. The Act on the Regulation of Amusement Business Affecting Public Morals provides
that a person who provokes prostitution or obscene acts or who brokers or provides such acts

shall be punished by penal servitude for not more than three years or by a fine not
exceeding 20 million won.

231.  The Child Welfare Act provides that a person who has child

or induces them to do obscene acts shall be punished by penal servi
than 10

ren perform obscene acts

tude for not more
years or by a fine not exceeding 50 million won (arts. 18, 34).

4. Other forms of exploitation (art. 36)

232.  Inorder to achieve the sound
(art. 18) prohibits acts that place a dis
induce a child to beg;
recreation or entertai

and happy development of children, the Child Welfare Act
abled and deformed child open to public inspection; acts to
acts to have a child under 14 do acrobatics with the object of public

nment; acts to have a child under 14 engaged in a bar or other entertainment
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i : how a child entertainments, such as
iness; acts to have a child perform obscene acts; acts to s :
g'nuos\lrll]:s ;:i:(:ich are detrimental to children; acts to have a clnl,‘clla ;l)lli); amu:c',et:neder;)ts, and agciwtc; -
hi guardianshi ion. Violators s punis y penal
abuse children under ianship or protection. \ S § ot L e
ceeding 5 million won (art. 34).
for not more than 10 years or by a fine not ex e i
i i i i 1999, a person who uses adolescen
Protection Act, which came into force in J u!y 2 : Sty
i ude for not more than 10 years; a person w
orrupt acts shall be punished by penal. servit ' "
zdolegcents induce guests shall be punished by penal servitude for :1211 more tt:l:ll:a] tllxr;: gﬁ he:d
by a fine not exceeding 20 million won; and a person who abuses adolescen

by penal servitude for not more than five years.

ONS OF

. LEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATI

I 'i'l\lgil COMMITTEE CONTAINED IN ITS CONCLUDING
OBSERVATIONS (CRC/C/15/Add.51)

Paragraph 19 (reservation)

233.  The three reservations to the Convention made by tt}:le §0ven11;1e1:1t cgrtlgcimmatllll;enght to
intai i 3), the authorities authorze

maintain contact with both parents (art. 93 para. 3), wthoritie ! _ e

i i eal in trials involving children (art. 40,

tions (art. 21 (a)), and ensuring the right of appeal in lvir

:i:i 120(b)((v)). Tfle arrangement of adoptions by fatuhonzed agencies is ?artg fc_o:i ::e?he
children, but in general children can be adopted w'.thout' th_e perrmssno;; Ot hs;u ::)l“l, isic;n e
Republic of Korea will continue to make efforts to maximize respect for this p

Convention.

234. In order to harmonize the Convention anq rpunigipal law and fl.tlé:;:;lizg t?:rzrihﬁti .
chil;iren, concentrated legal, systematic and adml' nistrative efforts ar::i:ual eft;orts()t i 0
non-governmental organizations, in collabo-ratlom need to mgke con e ool
and systems, establish and implement policies, perform public relations, a _

movements to that end.
Paragraph 20 (campaigns against persisting discrimination)

235. The Korean Committee for UNICEF, wtatf).lglzld I‘1‘1;;99.'.’. : ﬁsgﬁgegl;zhe Ciilgcclltl;;s
; ights™ 1 i i i ivi icipa mina

Human Rights” in collaboration with the _Umon of Ci : :

publicatimig:l to schools and related agencies, imd undertoo!c an educatlonal_ t;p:;g;ﬁ;l;ie or

parents as a form of publicity for children’s rights. In addition, the _Comml

symposium with a focus on publicizing the contents of the Convention.

. ; : L ¢
236. Inorder to eliminate problems of imbalance in the sex ratio at birth, thedGc:-;m;nfor
revised the Medical Law in 1987 to prohibit tllllg set:;] w@s;g ]!\?{i:i?:a t{o;ahﬁ,oa;ll 9[; S
tion of the licences of violators. Under the revi 1994,
gl?lill;e;:;inished by penal servitude for up to three years or by a fine of 10 million won. The

i ical sex screening of the foetus and
1 nnel themselves agreed not to practise non-_ethmca : ' e :
gl?gcl:(t:ia:ep?;iiouced abortion. In order to improve the public perception of the disabled, a “Day o

: . 3
the Disabled” is celebrated on 20 April every year and the National Comprehensive Art an
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Literature Festival for the Disabled is held. In 1998, the movement “Knowing the disabled in the

right way”, to promote assistance for the self-support of the disabled, was included in the
Five-Year Plan for Youth Rearing.

237. The Government requested that the Korea Neighbourly Love Association make a video
film on the prevention of child abuse, which was to be distributed to children’s homes, primary
schools, etc. In May 1999, 12,000 copies of the publication on the prevention of child abuse

were distributed to medical personnel, teachers, governmental officials and professional
counsellors.

Paragraph 21 (training)

238.  Asa member of the International Save the Children Alliance, the non-profit
non-governmental organization Korea Save the Children has carried out publicity and
educational activities on children’s rights by making the video on child rights and by providing

training opportunities on the Convention for persons involved in child-related activities through
holding seminars on children’s rights.

239.  Currently, the contents of the Convention are included in a textbook for primary grade 5.

Efforts will be made to increase the content and include practice strategies on the rights of the
child in the seventh revision of the textbook in 2000.

Paragraph 22 (national legislation)

240.  The draft revision of Child Welfare Act, which is pending in the National Assembly,
reflects the basic principles and contents of the Convention such as prohibition of discrimination
against children, the best interests of the child, respect for the child’s views, etc.

241,  The Labour Standards Act, which was revised in March 1997, increased the minimum

age for employment from 13 to 15, which resolved the discrepancy between the compulsory
education age and the minimum age for work.

242.  Because of the social practices with respect to monogamy and legitimate marriage,
influenced by the Confucian tradition, illegitimate children have suffered a disadvantaged
position in society in comparison to legitimate children. However, the Government takes the
position that illegitimate children and legitimate children should receive equal treatment under
the law. The Civil Act (art. 1000) does not discriminate between illegitimate children and
legitimate children in most cases, including inheritance, but provides that legitimate children
have priority over the illegitimate children in succeeding to the position of head of the house
(Civil Act, art. 985, para. 1). However, there is a judicial precedent that illegitimate children
cannot be registered in the family register without the legal wife’s consent.

243.  The Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs, which is funded by the Government,
has carried out research on the adoption system, the result of which will be used as a basis for

- preparing the draft revision of the Act on Special Cases concerning the Promotion and Protection
of Adoption.






