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From Economic Tools to Human Beings
— Migrant Workers’ Declaration of Human Rights

We are mere economic tools here in South Korea. The dignity
and rights that every human should enjoy only exist beyond our
reach, outside the barriers of nationality and economic capacity. Yet
Korea has become a multicultural society. A society that neglects
dignity and basic human rights cannot be truly multicultural. Korea

s a society where right to migrant labor are distorted into the

right to use economic tools, where exclusion and discrimination

is encouraged with every modifier on earth, whete the only

response to the clamor for tight to migrant labor and abolition of

| RIS S HE A iz| 5 T} EE YA SE|EIC) discrimination is forced deportation, and where nationality and
economic capacity define social rights, equality, and the value of
labor. The so-called ‘multicultural society” in Kotea is a deception.
Fifteen years ago, our predecessors volunteered to be confined m
chains to expose the hypoctisy and falsehood of Korean Society.

But today, we are going to break these very chains of disctimination

and suppression. This is our resistance to all the policies aimed to

use us 4s economic tools.
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We refuse Korean government’s migrant labor policy of short-
term cycle. For we are not machines easily used and disposed in
case of need. A short-term cycle policy without an undegstanding
and concetn for people means an onsct of diserimination and
anti-human rights. It’s a barometer that shows the contradiction
of Korean society, which clamors fot economic tools but not the
neighbors to live together. It advertised to be so generous when it
passed the Employment Permit System bill, saying that the rights of
migrant whe Emp are now gut Pnteed. However, we migrant whe
Emp would remain ap woe ing machines ap long ap the short-term
cycle policy continues to exist. te have already settled down in this
country, but the shott-term cycle policy denies this fact, regt dless
of Kotean society’s own need and justice. It te hld be abolished
immediately. We have the right to settle down wherever we want to.
We refuse the forced deportation that infringes on human
dignity like a witch-hunt, Every person has a personal freedom and
the right to that freedom, which should be protected. Howevert,
our reality is exactly the opposite. It is chaotic and lawless, saying
‘do whatever you want if you can’ after corneting us to the edge

of the bottomless cliff. The minimum rght to personal freedom

cannot find its place before the colot of skin and the nationality. |
The Kotean government’s claim that its ruthless regulation is to

protect our human rights and stabilize the society is a mere lie =
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to hide its illegal deeds of anti-human rights. The regulation and
deportation, which are carried at the expense of our lives to make
us the perpetual working machines, should be stopped immediately.
We are humans with rights to our own dignity and lives.

We refuse the cutrent Employment Permit System that restricts
our rights to our labor and the values thereof. It denies the three
labor rights (right to organize, right to collective bargaining, and the right
to strike) that should be guaranteed for every wotker, and it only
guarantees the rights to employment instead of the right to labor.
The Employment Permit System also denies the right not to be

held in slavery or servitude. We are slave workers deprived of right

to o i i
rganize labor union and the freedom to move from workplace

to wotkplace. In a society ove f the right to earn the same amount
of wage for the same amount of labor has already been infringed
)
we ate mere obsolete machines who can barely earn the minimum
wage. Kotean government should stop this effort to maintain this
unequal policy. It should stop its brutal regulation/deportation
and the threat to alter migrant workers’ status of tesidence. We are
humans with freedom to choose our occupations, and we know the
value of our work and our tights to labor.
Yes, we are the workers on this land, and at the same time the
humans. We reject the Korean eyes that want us to remain poor

and miserable. This workaholic machine, which always smiles
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despite its 10-year exile from family, sleep in a containet hox

without any sunshine or heater, and the fact that a rookie Korean

earns more than 10-year veteran migrant wortker, is not us any

longer. We are the worketrs and humans who pay tax a8 Korean

wotkers and have the rights to enjoy universal rights and public

service guaranteed ¢ all the citizens in this naton.

And we know that it is the solidarity rights that we need to

exercise in order to realize all the aforementioned rights. We know

only too well. Thus, we give our hands to all the discriminations

in Kotean society today, to those who resist the discrimination

against nonstandard workers, women, farmers, the disabled, sexual
minorities, and much more. In the end, we will make Korea a mote
equal society, and furthermote mak

are fully guaranteed.

Patticipants of the convention to urge the government
to stop brutal regulation /deportation of migrant workers

and guarantee human rights and labor rights

11/30/2008
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2008 HIV/AIDS 7439
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