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Former Soldiers Confess
Killing Civilians in Kwangju

Former soldiers admitted
killing and burying innocent
civilians in the 1980 military
crackdown on a pro-democracy
uprising, the Presidential Truth
Commission on Suspicious
Deaths said yesterday.

The commission said testi-
monies confirming the murders
and cover-ups were obtained
during interviews with local res-
idents and former soldiers dis-
patched to Kwangju in May
1980. _

However, the commission did
not identify the five soldiers
who made the confession.

The incident occurred on May
22, 1980 near a water reservoir
in Junam Village in southern
Kwangju, when five members
of an airborne unit shot four
civilian pedestrians.

One of them, a man in his mid-
twenties, was killed instantly,
but has never been identified, the
commission said.

The testimonies contradict tes-
timony obtained in 1988 from
generals who claimed there

were no clandestine killings and
burials of innocent victims by
troops.

The Kwangju uprising in May
1980 occurred in protest of the
coup that later brought Gen.
Chun Doo-hwan to power.

Chun proclaimed martial law

over the entire country to ruth-

lessly suppress democratization
movemeénts following the assas-
sination of President Park
Chung-hee in October 1979.
‘Chun at the time claimed that
the uprising was a “Communist
and North Korean conspiracy” to

-46 -

gain control of the nation.

His military government sen-
tenced Kim Dae-jung, one of
the two main opposition leaders
and a native of South Cholla
Province, to death on charges of
leading the rebellion and thus
committing the crime of high
treason and inciting a civil war.

Kim’s execution was never
carried out, and he was later re-
leased as a result of internation-
al pressure. He was elected
President of South Korea in
1997 after nearly three decades
as an opposition leader.

2001.5.19 i‘lf’hr Horea Herald

Former soldiers confess to killing of innocent civilians in Kwangju

Former soldiers admitted to killing and burying innocent civilians in the 1980 Kwangju
uprising, the Presidential Truth Commission on Suspicious Deaths said yesterday.

The commission said testimonies confirming the murders and cover-ups were obtained during
interviews with former soldiers and local residents.

The incident occurred May 22, 1980, near a water reservoir in Junam Village, now
Nodaedong, Kwangju, when five members of a nearby airborne unit shot four civilian
pedestrians.

One of them, a man in his mid-twenties, was killed but never identified, the commission said.
The testimonies contradict the 1988 testimony of generals who claimed there were no
clandestine killings of innocent victims by troops.

The Kwangju uprising in May 1980 was in protest over the coup by General Chun Doo-hwan.
Chun proclaimed martial law over the entire country to ruthlessly repress democratization
movements.

Chun claimed at the time that the uprising was a “Communist and North Korean conspiracy”
to gain control of the nation.

His military government sentenced Kim Dae-jung, one of the two main opposition leaders and
a native of South Cholla Province, to death on charges of directing the insurgents, committing
crimes of high treason and civil war.

Kim was later released due to international pressure. (Yonhap)
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