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First of all I want to thank the Living God who saved my life and who made all the opportunities
for me to escape from my home country. Also I want to thank the Korean Govenment, which
understands my past persecutions, pain I suffered and Life out of freedom, and granted me refugee
status in Korea. According to my own experience, there is nothing better than having Life in freedom
(being without persecution or fear of persecution, oppression, torture, and not being allowed to gather
in public or freedom of speech). These are the worst things now happening to my own people who
live in Ethiopia, such as my own tribe Oromo, Amara the Southern people, and all those who live in
Ethiopia, except the Tigray or the govemment (EP.RD.F.) or Wayanee.

I do know that all asylum seekers flee their home country to save their lives. Priority in their life is
to have a peaceful life and to be resettled in any country that allows them to stay. And that is the real
aim of asylum seekers.

Refugee and Life in Korea

As 1 mentioned above 1 fled Ethiopia, because the government kills, tortures, convicts, and makes all
sorts of destruction against the Oromo people and myself. So my aim was to have a peaceful life and
better future. I am fortunate to be in Korea, where the real peace is among the people, whereas the
Oromo people, students, peasants, and friends are still suffering, sacked out of their jobs and faced
with all sorts of destruction against them I discovered that the Koreans are not well communicated
with foreigners. However, if any Korean decides to be a friend, I know that he sacrifices all his energy

to help that person.




Concerning the difference in Asylum System between Korea and other countries

I do realize that there is a great difference in how to resettle refugees after they are recognized. In
some European countries, they provide them with a place to stay, free education, free transportation
and fund them so that they may be able to start to lead a normal life. I do not have any intention to
request any assistance from the govemment in special ways. However, 1 wonder if there is
discrimination between refugees since refugees are refugees wherever they came from. In my belief, all
of them flee their country to save themselves. If so, what is the difference between North Korean
refugeesandme?Aslexphimd,IwasaBowedtoﬁvemKomandissmdF-l\n‘sa,wlﬁd\wmﬂd
extend every year according to immigration officer. My visa status will change into another next year.
Also the government issued me a travel document so that I may be able to travel within the country. I
heard that the North Korean refugees are assisted in a very special way. They are provided home to
stay,{:reeeducaﬁomandoﬁlerbasicneedsaremat.Butlsﬁ]ldomtevmhaveapenmrmtaddres&I
am not saying that 1 must be equal to North Korean refugees since they are one family and one
nation. Even if I do not deserve all the rights they enjoy, however, just a little help is necessary for
every refugee who is recognized, such as a place to live in and education for better future.

Once again, I want to thank all government and immigration officers who handled my case, and Rev.
Choi Jong-son who encouraged and assisted me as a spiritual leader and father. May God Bless
Everyone!
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We are refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo. It has been almost two years since we lived
here, and we are facing a lot of difficulties. First of all, we don't have the same culture and tradition.
Second, but not less than the first, it is the skin color. When Koreans see black people coming from
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black people living down there in Africa, we don't have all that. They think we cannot even think by
ourselves, and we cannot do something right, unless they are behind us controlling everything. They
give you the toughest part of the job to do because you are from Africa. We work like labour animals.
For some jobs, they do not even want to hire you because you are black. They will not help you
because you are not like a human being who has rights. Thirdly, the food is very different from ours.
And the fourth point is concermning millionaire churches here in Korea. Those churches that are
supposed to help foreigners, but behind Christianity, they are cheating on us even more than
non-believers of Christianity. They are making money behind our blacks by looking for sponsors to
support their churches with our names, by saying that they are providing everything for us (food,
rents, medical care, bills). But in reality, we are the ones who are paying for everything, even double
the worth. And if you protest, he will tell you that it is the owner of the building who does not want
black people around. But if you verify by yourself, the owner will tell you that he does not even ask
for deposit money because the pastor told him that he is providing for everything. But you know that
you already paid a big amount of deposit. You can see how Koreans are making us suffer. Also if you
getajob,theywillpayyoulthanotlm,andthepersmmhol'\elpsyouﬁndhousesandjobsare
also cheating on you.
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It's my great pleasure to share my opinions conceming with our asylum status on the 2nd
Anniversary of the World Refugee Day Commemorative Workshop. I passed my high school in 1986
and then I joined the Rangoon University as a student of Psychology. I took part actively in the
student movements in 1987 and also early 1988 movements in our university. When the Burmese
govermnentshutdowna]ltlmmﬁversitiesandoollegesMBmmm&\emn&xof]ml%B,I}ndto
go back to my home town. I led the peaceful mass demonstration in Einme township during the 1988
General Uprising, one of the most remarkable people’s movements in modemn history. All the Burmese
people demanded the abolishment of the one party system, the establishment of a multi-party
democratic system, and also called for democracy and human rights in accordance with historical need.
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I participated the 8888 General Uprising, as the chairperson of Einme Township Students Union as well
as the general secretary of Einme Township demonstration committee. As the results of that, 1 was
detained for 45 days at the township police station after the military coup in September 1988. There
were many student activists in Einme township, but I was the only detainee. When I was released
from jail, I formed the Democratic Party for New Society(DPNS). I served as the chairperson of DPNS
Einme township until I went back to my university.

Secret police always watched my activities and often wamed me not to do anymore democratic
movements at the university student life. During those days, Burma was like a battlefield where human
rights were constantly abused and a battlefield was not necessarily a place where people were shooting
at each other. In a society, where basic human rights were ignored, where the rights of the people
were violated every day. After I got BA. Psychology in 1993, I had to discuss with my parents about
my future. They do understood that I am political animal and I would never give up my belief. After
our several discussion, we decided that I should go abroad instead of staying in prison. The name of
Kim Dae Jung and Gwangju General Uprising did persuade me to choose Korea as the most suitable
country in the world Burmese military government thinks that letting young activists go abroad is
better than their staying inside Burma. Therefore, they didn't disturb me anymore while I was
preparing to leave for Burma. Finally, I got to Korea safely in 1994 as the technical trainee.

We formed the NLD(LA) Korea Branch to continue trying utmost to restore democracy and human
Rights in Burma for the best of the people, since late 1998, NLD(LA) Headquarter gave the mandate to
canyononbehalfofthemAssoonasweformeleDKomaBrardeejoinedstudmtmﬁmofthe
Seoul National University and also Nawauri. Buchon Migrant Workers House also supported us
whatever we needed at that time. We celebrated a lot of demonstrations in front of the Myanmar
Embassy. We held the press conference and visited human rights NGOs to explain current Burma's
situation. We attended New NGOs Strategy for Democratization of Burma, East Timor Conference which
were held by FDL-AP(The Forum of Democratic Leaders in the Asia-Pacific) as well as the 1999 Seoul
International Conference of NGOs during the year of 199 and 2000. Whenever we held the
demonstration, the officers of the Myanmar Embassy always took the video and also the photos of us
torepm‘touracﬁvitiestotheirgoverrmﬂ'lt.Wehadtodoowbestform:rommh’yasillegalfomi@
workers in Korea because our visas have been already expired. If we had been arrested by the
immigration or police officials and deported back to Burma, We would have faced political persecution
andsentencedtoatleammyemsmpﬁsmfm'mndexmcraﬁcacﬁviﬁm.Oneofmydoseﬁ'imds,ﬂm
Win Aung was sentenced 59 years in jail while other students activists received prison terms from 14
yeamto38yearsforparticipaﬁoninpeawﬁllpmt&stsianmYanNainthm,oneofuw
colleaguesforNLDKoreaBerasmugt\tbypoﬁoeofﬁcasandserttbacktoBunmmﬂ\enmm
of March, 1999. But he luckily had the chance to land down in Thailand. Our fear of deportation came
onestepclosertorealitywkmomofomcoﬂeagues,KyawaaLim,alsoamenberoftheNlD
Korea Branch was detained by the Korean Authorities in the month of March, 2000. We had to live in
constant fear of being deported and we felt that it was the most dangerous period in Korea at that




time.

The Korean people from Nawauri, Buchon Migrant Workers House and Minbyun, who support our
NLD, Korea Branch, concerned highly of our safety and suggested us to seek asylum at the Ministry of
Justice. I sincerely admit that we didn't want to apply it at first because we are not the refugees and
also we have our own mother-land. We debated each other within our party whether to apply refugee
status or not. We discussed with our leaders from NLD(headquarter) about our situation. They also
urged us to apply legal status as the members of NLD(LA) Korea Branch. That was why we finally
went to the UNHCR office to apply for refugee status in the month of April, 2000. Attorney Park
Chan-Un from Minbyun and Sister Yi Ran-joo from Buchon Migrant Workers House accompanied us
and supported when we submitted our applications at the Seoul Immigration Office on May 16, 2000.
We were interviewed by the officials of MOJ for several times and gave them whatever they asked our
documents paper. The Ministry of Justice in May 2000, announced that it would screen Burmese asylum
seekers to determine whether to grant us refugee status. However, we are supposed to be still under
screening procedures until today, Jun 19 of 2002

Anyway, we could not waist our precious time by just waiting for the news form MOJ. We, the
members of NLD Korea Branch went ahead to accelerate our struggle for our beloved country. We
could celebrate the first anniversary Conference of NLD(LA) Korea Branch successfully in the month of
July, 2000. Accordance to their invitation, we got to the Korea International Network, Iwha Women's
University, Dong-A University(Pusan), Sungkonghoe University, Association for Foreign Workers Human
Rights in Pusan, 2001 Gwangju Human Rights Cultural Festival, the 3rd 518 Memorial International
Conference for Democratization and Human Rights(2002), and explained about current Burma’s situation.
We invited our leaders from National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma, National Council
of Union of Burma, NLD(Liberated Area) Headquarter, Federation of Trade Unions Burma and greatly
arrangedtwnlobbyhipsbKoreaM&HdndmppmiofNawauﬁmdSamngbanggmupmehmm
Rights also ICEM. During those lobby trips, we had the chance to meet members of National Assembly
such as Mr. Kim Min-Seok, Mr. Lee Jae-Joung, Ms. Lee Mi-Kyung, Mr. Hwang Woo-Yea, Mr Park
Kyung-Seo(Ambassador for Human Rights), Mr. Kwon Young-Ghil, (President of Democratic Labour
Party), Mr Park Chan-Un(Chairperson of Committee Legal Aid for Refugees), Mr. Suh Joon-Shik(Director
of Sarangbang Group for Human Rights) Kim Hyun-A, (President of Nawauri) Mr. Euikwan Pul
Chang(Executive Director from the forum of Democratic Leaders in the Asia Pacific) Mr. Park
Moon-Jin(Vice president of Korean Confederation of Trade Unions), Ms. Lee Ju-Young(Head of
Campaign team from Amnesty International South Korean Section) and explained about current
Burma's situation and sought international support for a political settlement in Burma.

If we have the travel documents, we could attend several international conferences as well as regional
meeﬁngstodimmsaboutstmtegiesfordermaaﬁzaﬁonof&m!daretosaytlﬂtitisvery
important need for us. We also would like to study about development and social change in Korea,
'Iheexpeﬁmceofdermcraticstmggleml(oreaandaswellasl(orea’scunmtdemoaacya:rﬁhmnan
rights situations. We are very interested in those issues and it would be very useful when we rebuild
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our country. It would be very grateful if the Korean government and also Korean society arrange as
the above programmes which enable to more understand about Korea. As for me, I am preparing to
write down a book or report which based on my experience in Korea and also about Korean Society.
Therefore, | warmly welcome to share your advices or cooperations concerning with my willingness.

I sincerely would like to declare that we would go back to our beloved mother-land if we could
have changed the democratic atmosphere inside Burma. We never intend to settle in Korea forever. We
also must carry on the duties when we reconstruct our own land. And I also think that this will be
the first and last time that members of NLD seek asylum at Korean government. We, the member of
NLD Korea Branch would be the best diplomats who could enhance the new relationship between
Burma and South Korea in the near future. It would be beneficial for both sides if the Korea
government grant us as legal status holder. Even though South Korea is a member of OECD countries,
it's still developing country concerning with Refugee issue. I do believe that Korea should take more
responsibility in international refugee issues if they want to be the leader of Asian countries.

Let me say that we are too delighted to know about the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi after 19
months of under house arrest on the moming of 6 May, 2002 As you know, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
is not only the General Secretary of National League for Democracy but also our national leader. She is
also one of Noble Peace Laureates as Mr. Kim Dae Jung. We are also profoundly honored and pleased
to note that heads of states and foreign ministers from different countries all over the world, as well as
many organizations, including the United Nations, Republic of Korea and the media - publications,
radio and television stations- have been expressing their support for the release of Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi. I would like to suggest that the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi cannot be considered as a
democratic victory, it nevertheless has opened up opportunities for the NLD as well as other political
parties, the nation, and the people (including ethnic nationalities) to take further steps toward
democracy and human rights. The release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is an indication that the
confidence-building phase between the NLD and the authorities has been completed. To go beyond that
phase, steps should be taken for the immediate holding of substantive political talks. It is most
important that all political prisoners should be immediately released unconditionally. At the present
moment the pace of releases is slow. The release of political prisoners on humanitarian grounds ‘will
improve political conditions.

I do admit that we do need the support and sympathy of countries who have had tremendous
experience in the struggle for democracy, like South Korea. Now South Korea is under the
administration of President Mr Kim Dae Jung who won Noble Peace Prize in 2000. Therefore, we
sincerely and urgently appeal the Korea government and also Korean people to support the Burmese
democratic movements as following;

(1) To recognize the result of 1990 May 27 General Election which NLD won the landslide victory
with over 82% of the vote.

(2) To pay special attention to current political developments inside Burma and closely monitor the
dialogue process between NLD and military regime.
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(3) To pressure Burmese military government to release all of the remaining political prisoners as

quickly as possible.

(4) To refrain any cooperation or coordination with the military government in Burma, which would
enhance, support or sustain their illegal rule, in order that the people of Burma would be supported

and encouraged towards theirs endeavors for a democratic Burma.
Thank you for your interest in Burma.
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