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Is there any disease to underestimate among all the different diseases
existing in the world?

A part for AIDS that is known as the most dangerous disease of our
time, Tuberculosis also still remain one of the dangerous disease in the
world. Although some succesful findings of the way to treat and to
prevent the T.B, it's still the disease that exterminate thousands of
people around the world.

That’s why many countries, even the poorest ones, possess some big
hospitals to take care of tuberculosis which contagion is easier and faster
than AIDS.

There are about 170 millions tuberculosis patients in the whole world.

we can find about 430,000 of them in South Korea; about 1% of the
population, most of them are between 20 to 30 years old, and the annual
ratio of mortality is about 4000 patients.

Two years before, S. Korea could count 3 big hospitals for internal
diseases, expecially tuberculosis but since the National Kongju T.B
hospital was turned into a psychological hospital last year, there still
remain only two of them. One in Masan and another one in Mokp'o for
all the 430,000 Korean T.B patients.

On February 18, 1998, the government have decided to turn again the
National Mokp’o T.B hospital into a private business by next year.
That’s not too bad but the problem is that most of the patients in the
National Mokp’o T.B hospital come from the Kongju's hospital which is
now a psychological hospital. If such a decision can be realized, what will

then happen to all the T.B patients in the Mokp’o T.B hospital?
* where will they be transferred again?

Moreover, 80% of those patients are very poor, most of them don’t have
families. They have great pain to pay even the 10,000 of the hospital

monthly fee, many of them receive free treatment due to their social
situations.

The T.B treatment period is very long. It varies between 7 to 9
months for regular treatment and about 12 to 18 months for a

P T e
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re-treatment. During all this time, the patient is bound not to work, but
he is obliged to pay his treatment fee.

hat seems very hard to some of them who think that a suicide is a
good way for them to solve those problems, as was the case last month
for one of the patients who unsuccesfully tried to kill himself by a knife.

If the National Mokp’o T.B hospital is turn into a private hospital by
next year, all the republic of Korea will remain only with one T.B
hospital.

It's possible that one can stay home and take T.B medecines but it
seems like at home a patient don’t really realize the situation of his
physical condition than if he had stayed in the hospital and he may also
be the cause of contamination to others in short time.

Also, nobody in Korea ignores the way private hospital are expensive
and many can'’t afford to go there. If a T.B patient has great pain to pay

W10.000 in a national hospital, how much will it be hard for him to pay

W420.000 for a monthly treatment in a private hospital?

As you can read in the above lines, all these are the reasons why we,
patients of the National Mokp’o T.B hospital, on this occasion of the
universal tuberculosis’day, want to express our opposition to that decision
through the demonstration.

We think that our government ignores or knows nothing about T.B,
that's Whj} they lead a bad politic on that. '

We want things to change, we want the government to review its
decision about turning the Mokp’o T.B hospital into a private one.

We beg the ministry of public health, the korean association of
tuberculosis, the W.H.O, and all the T.B patients around the world to

back our demonstration.
Isn’t this a kind of robbing Peter to pay Paul?

the morning of the universal tuberculosis’'day
1998. 3. 24

Mokp'o National T.B patients.

http : // dream. nungkul. co. kr / ~ mokpotbc
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