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Reprobe of Questionable Deaths
Begins Amid High Expectations

By Sah Dong-seok
Staff Reporter

A nationwide reprobe of “ques-
tionable deaths” which occurred
during past dictatorial regimes was
launched yesterday with the inau-
guration of a panel under the direct
control of President Kim Dae-jung.

The “Questionable Death Fact-
Findng Commission” will primarily
deal with cases related to the pro-
democracy movement after 1969 in
which the causes of death had not
been verified clearly and law en-
forcement is of involve-
ment. In 1969, former president
Park Chung-hee forcibly amended
the Constitution to assume the pres-
idency for the third time.

The establishment of the panel
was in accordance with a law legis-
lated in January, modeled after a
similar one in South Africa.

According to the investigation
schedule, the panel will receive
questionable death-related inquiry
applications from bereaved families
by the end of this year before de-
ciding on whether or not to reopen
probes within 30 days.

Cases to be dealt with include
those related to police, military and
other state organizations and special
incidents recognized by the panel’s
head. Up to six months is to be giv-
en to each case with a possible

three-month extension.

If the panel confirms evidence of
a crime committed by state organi-
zations, it will ask the prosecutor-
general or military chiefs to investi-
gate those cases. Up to 50 million
won in reward will be given to whis-
tle blowers or informants who play a
key role in uncovering the truth.

A civic group, which represents
bereaved families of the alleged
victims, says at least 44 people fell
victim to questionable deaths. The
44 break down to 22 collegians
who died in military barracks; 17
people who died while being ques-
tioned by anti-communist police
units; and five who died while be-
ing interrogated by intelligence
agencies.

The most prominent figure who
suffered a questionable death is
Chang Joon-ha, a former publisher
of “Sasanggye,” a progressive peri-
odical, who had been hailed as a
great leader. Chang, who was 58 at
the time of his death, was found
dead at a mountain in Pochon north
of Seoul in August 1978.

Police said Chang lost his footing
while mountaineering but dissi-
dents claimed then that the incident
was a murder committed by the
Park regime, alleging that Chang
had been spearheading 2 movement
to amend the anti-democratic Con-
stitution.

The death in 1973 of Choi Jong-

«83 s

kil, a former Seoul National Uni-
versity law professor, is also sus-
pected to be a murder. Choi died at
the then Korea Central Intelligence
Agency (KCIA) headquarters, 50
hours after surrendering himself for
questioning over a massive espi-
onage case in Europe.

The KCIA said Choi, then 41,
plunged himself to death from a rest
room after admitting to his spying
activities. But the KCIA turned
down requests to disclose the scene
of his death and conduct an autopsy,
raising questions that investigators
may have tortured him to death.

Park Chang-su, then 34, former
head of the Hanjin Heavy Indus-
tries labor union, may have been
killed in connection with his labor
activities. Park was found dead at a
civilian hospital in 1991 after suf-
fering from injuries inflicted at the
Seoul Detention House in Uiwang
south of Seoul. He had been placed
under arrest after attending a con-
ference of labor leaders.

While expectations for the
reprobe remain high in the context
of resolving bad legacies of the
past, it remains to be seen whether
the panel will reap fruitful resuits.
Because the panel actually has no
investigative rights, it would be dif-
ficult to expect it to secure proof of
torture, homicide or other cruel
acts.

sahds@koreatimes.co.kr
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Civic Groups Request Probes

Into Five Suspicious Deaths

By Park Yoon-bae
Staff Reporter

Civic groups yesterday request-
ed a government commission to
conduct investigations into five
mysterious deaths which have re-
peatedly raised suspicions about
systematic use of terror by past
military regimes.

The Korea Association of Be-
reaved Families for Democracy
(KABFD) and the Truth Commis-
sion on the Mysterious Death of
Prof. Tsche Chong-kil submitted

an appeal to the Presidential Truth .

Commission on Suspicious 77

Deaths, calling for fair and thor-
ough probes into the cases.

The five are Tsche Chong-kil, a
professor of law from Seoul National
University (SNU), student activists
Kim Tu-hwang and Lee Yi-dong,
Daewoo Heavy Industries worker
Chong Kyong-shik, and Inchon City
Gas employee Shin Su-ho.

“We request the government to
launch thorough investigations in-
to the mysterious deaths. Then
law-enforcement and anti-espi-
onage officials should be punished
if they are found to have commit-
ted crimes against humanity,” said
the civic groups in a statement.

The groups also called for their
post-mortem rehabilitation and the
restoration of their reputations in or-
der to guarantee human rights and
show respect for democratic values.

They urged the government to
rewrite the special law on fact-
finding on suspicious deaths. This
would give more investigative
powers to the presidential com-
mission and help reveal the truth
about acts of violence committed
by past military regimes.

The groups pointed out that it was
difficult for the commission to in-
vestigate the deaths thoroughly be-
cause of persistent cover-ups by the
law-enforcement authorities. The
commission was created last month.

More than 300 bereaved families,
priests, workers, professors, stu-
dents and citizens joined the civic
groups’ appeal to the government
to shed light on Tsche's death.

The appeal was also signed by
several incumbent and former
lawmakers, including Rep. Kim
Deog-ryong of the opposition
Grand National Party (GNP).

Tsche, then 42, was found dead
at the Korean Central Intelligence
Agency (KCIA) on Oct. 16, 1973,
after he was summoned by the an-
ti-espionage organ for questioning
in relation to a spying case.

In an alleged cover-up, the KCIA
announced nine days after his
death that Tsche had committed
suicide after confessing to spying
for North Korea in Europe.

The professor’s family, SNU
professors and students have
voiced suspicions that the KCIA
tortured Tsche to death while try-
ing to fabricate proof of his in-
volvement in spying.

They have claimed the KCIA
was desperately trying to crack
down on the mounting student
movement against the dictatorial
government of then president Park
Chung-hee following the intelli-
gence agency’s August, 1973 kid-
napping of then opposition leader
Kim Dae-jung, who is now presi-
dent of Korea.

In October, 1988, the prosecu-
tion launched an investigation into
the Tsche case at the request of

-39.

Korea Times

During a press conference at a park in Kwanghwamun,
downtown Séoul, Thursday, Park Jong-ki, father of Park Chong-
chol, who was tortured to death by police in 1987, urges the gov-
ernment to launch probes into five suspicious deaths.

the Catholic Priests’ Association
for Justice (CPAY). -

The prosecution announced the
result of its probe on Oct. 19, the
deadline for the statute of limita-
tions, saying it could not find any
evidence that Tsche killed him-
self, or that he was murdered. -

The prosecution also failed to
prove Tsche was involved in any
espionage activities. :

The 22-year-old Kim Tu-hwang
was killed in 1983 while serving as
an enlisted soldier. He was found
dead with his head cut off. Before
conscription, he was a student of
Korea University who had joined
the pro-democracy movement.

Lee Yi-dong, a student of Chon-
nam National University, was
beaten to death while serving the
army in 1987 over remarks de-
fending the May 18, 1980, democ-
ratic movement in Kwangju:

During that time, the Kwangju

struggle was clas-
sified as a rebellion against the
government right after the assassi-
nation of president Park in 1979.

The past authoritarian govern-
ments had often used military con-
scription of college students to
crack down on anti-government
demonstrations.

byb@koreatimes.co.kr
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