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The direction of extending freedom of expression

of high school students.

ABSTRACT

Park Jun-Haeng , Major in Social Education
Graduate School of Education Jeonbuk National University

This study aims to research for the necessity of extension of
personal rights of students. Especially I try to focus on the
students’ personal rights which are absolutely needed for the
security of other rights. Freedom of expression i1s the right in the
fundamental human democratic society.

Freedom of students’ expression is not only a sort of reflection
of showing the students’ inferior rights, but a very important
vehicle to improve this situation as well. Nations not
guaranteeing freedom of expression can't be called the democratic
society. Because the political activities in this modern democracy
can be achieved hy the exchange of thoughts and opinions.

Freedom of expression 1s commonly classified into freedom of
speech publishing, assembly, and association. And according to
these freedoms, individual human rights are respected by the
constitutional law. Freedom of students’ expresseion is the
fundamental human right that should be protected, but this is not
absolute and limitless freedom. If some students break the school

rules and infringe on the other students’ human rights or honors,
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we should give proper rules and regulations to the students for
our true education. But regulations or controls should be related
to the violation of school rules which i1s very dangerous, so it
should be verified clearly and rationally. The pre—cencership of
the school authorities over the students’ publications and
speeches has lots of unconstitutional elements.

In this study, I have posed questions about current issues in
six high schools, Cheon-Buk Province for 30 days, from August
2bth, 2003 in order to make researches in the situation of
freedom of students’ expression. The result of the survey was
analyzed by SPSS program. According to the survey,
approximately 57% of the students responded that they have not
been satisfied with their rights.

In the field of students’ expression, more than half of the
students that had security of the students’ right have been
insufficient. In the field of students’ self governing activities
composed of activities of the student council, club activities and
the problem of school uniforms-the symbel of freedom- over
50% of the students respond that they are not guaranteed
sufficiently. Especially, on the i1ssue about school uniforms,
dissatisfaction of girl students was a little higher than their
counterparts. In addition to thts, since the law of discipling for
punishing students when they violate the school rules is very
vague. There are lots of possibilities to judge sudents’ behaviors
of teachers’ own accord and infringe on student’s right.

Students’ self-governing behaviors are the main category of

freedom of expression. The extension of freedom of students’



expression has the interconnection with the activation of the
students’ self governing behaviors. The students’ self-governing
behavior means that students by themselves not only build up
their organizations and protect their rights but raise themselves
up to be a memeber of democratic society. In order to this,
schools should rebirth themselves and encourage students to
participate all kinds of activities in the field of governing schools.

As the best way for the extension of freedom of expression,
putting value on the education of human rtights should not be
ignored. Teachers in Korea have tended to neglect students’
rights under the traditional authoritarian and a strong wind of
academy-for—academy principle caused in the wake of
modernization. For changing this attitude fundamentally, efforts of
subject of education and all sorts of programs provided by
educational administrators are needed very severly.

Freedom of students’ expression is very important key to
extend students’ other rights. Additionally, extending students’
other rights will be a catalyzer to freedom of expression. Both of
these will play key roles in helping each other. In these days, we
should realize and accept the fact that students are not only the

object of education but the subject of it by the school systems.
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