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Commission Concludes Army
Covered Up Murder of Soldier

By Seo Soo-min
B i
The Presidential Truth Com-
mission on Suspicious Deaths
concluded yesterday that the
‘army systemically falsified evi-
dence regarding Pvt. Ho Won-
kun’s death 18 years ago.

The fact-finding commission’s
final report on the soldiers’ death
confirmed its earlier findings that
Ho was shot in the chest by a
drunk officer in the early morn-
ing of April 2, 1984.

In a bid to cover up the inci-
dent, senior officials took Ho's
body to a waste oil storage facili-
ty located 30 meters away from
the barracks where Ho was ini-
tially shot during a party, the

commission said.

“After the battalion commander
and the company commander
discussed the accident and decid-
ed to misrepresent the shooting
as a suicide, two other bullets
were fired into Ho’s head,” the
commission’s report said.

Ho might have survived until
then, the report added.

An American forensic expert,
Noh Yong-myun, said Ho “may
have been alive for seven to eight
hours after the first shot” in his
review of evidence sent to the
commission after the investiga-
tion reopened this year.

Military investigators in 1984
ruled Ho's death as “a suicide
caused by a senior officer’s

-199 .

abuse” after a three-day probe.

However, the commission de-
cided not to reveal the identity of
the soldier who allegedly shot Ho
two more times, nor the one who
moved Ho from the barracks to
the oil warehouse.

“We only have limited testi-
monies on the issue,” a commis-
sion official said.

The case now goes to the De-
fense Ministry, which opened a
special investigation on the mat-
ter.

Defense Minister Lee Jun said
the military will use all its re-
sources to discover the truth
about the soldier's death and
win the nation’s confidence.

ssm@koreatimes.co.kr
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