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{cf) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Aricle 14

1. All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals. In the
determination of any criminal charge against him, or of his rights and
obligations in a sult at law, everyone shall be entitied to a fair_and
public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunéi
established by law. The Press and the public may be excluded from all or
part of a trial for reasons of morals, public order (ordre public) or

national security in a democratic society, or when the interest of the

private lives of the parties so requires, or to the extent strictly

necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where
publicity would prejudice the interests of justice; but any judgement

rendered in a criminal case or in a suit at law shall be made public except
where the interest of juvenile persons otherwise requires or the

proceedings concern matrimonial disputes or the guardianship of children.
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The Top Ten Non-Frivolous Lawsuits Filed By Prisoners

Prison Guards routinely sexually assault female prisoners. One officer sexually fondles a
prisoner who is receiving medical care in the infirmary, forces her to perform oral sex,
then rapes her. Another officer forces a prisoner to perform oral sex while she empties
trash as part of a work detail. Women Prisoners v. District of Columbia, D.C. (1994)

(post trial order).

Prisoners restrained in handcuffs and shackles have their heads bashed into walls and
floors by prison guards, their bodies repeatedly kicked and hit with batons, their teeth
knocked out, their jaws fractured, their limbs broken, and their bodies burned with

scalding water. Madrid v. Gomez, Cal (1995) (post trial order).

Confined youth are routinely beaten by facility staff, staff trafficking in illegal drugs is
rampant, and sexual relations between staff and confined youth is commonplace. D.B. v,

Commonwealth, Penn. (1993) (consent decree).

Dozens of women. some as young as 16, are forced to have sex with prison guards,
maintenance workers, and a prisont chaplain. Many become pregnant and are coerced by
prison staff to have abortions. Cason v. Seckinger, Ga. (1994) (consent decree).

A 17 vear-old boy, in jail for failing to pay $73 in traffic fines, is tortured for 14 hours
and finally murdered in his cell by other prisoners. Another teenage had been beaten
unconscious by the same prisoners several days earlier. Yellen v. Ada County, Idaho
(1985) (consent decree).

Prison officials ignore warnings by the Commissioner of Health and fail to implement
basic tuberculosis detection and control procedures. Over 400 prisoners are infected in a
single prison. Austin v. Dept. of Corrections, Penn. (1992) (post hearing order).

Prison staff engage in sexual relations with female prisoners and allow male inmates to
enter the prisons to engage in forcible intercourse with the women prisoners. Hamilton
v. Morial, La. (1995) (consent decree pending court approval).

Several suicidal children are transferred to the state mental hospital where they are
placed, naked or in paper gowns, in four point restraints, hands and feet found to the
four corners of ‘their beds, and then fc;rcibly injected with psychotropic drugs as part of
“aversive therapy.” Robert K. v. Bell. S.C. (1984) (consent decree).

A prisoner gives birth on the floor of the jail without medical assistance three hours
after informing prison staff that she was in active labor. Other prisoners have deformed
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or stillborn babies as a result of receiving almost no pregnancy- related medical care.
Yeager v. Smith and Harris v. McCarthy, Cal. (1989) (consent decree).

Single person cells house four or five prisoners with mattresses on the floor soaked by
OVEI‘IﬂOng toilets, the drinking water is contaminated with sewage, and prisoners’ cells
are infested with rats, Carty v. Farrelly, US.V.Is. (1994) (consent decree).

This information was complied by the National Prison Project in order to respond to the
"?op Ten” list of frivolous lawsuits touted by various attorney generals, during a time
when state and federal lawmakers were enacting restrictions on prisoner rights.

Inmates in California have successfully filed suit on their own to enforce correctional
compliance with California’s Administrative Procedures Act and prevent the Legislature
from violating the single subject rule. Inmate suits have also challenged censorship rules
that were later overturned by the Office of Administrative Law. They have overturned
restrictions that prevented them from obtaining free publications, including copies of the
?taw constitution published by the legislature. Thus, inmate actions serve as an
important check to the power of both prison officials and the state.

- 77 -




<
[

m
(1]

5t

@i 9

G

27 {ORER ROk I T A
HEEHEOHMOBREY A& fad
v BOLWOIEM B S aheRE
B8 vil<R o020 oV
P~ O iithus” g SER SRR
o S IR SR G Lm0 KR
WRL-LE | TR0 ) Vit
BTk O L v RS SRS
HOmENIE oY R’ ) WENOER
SR TREEY O SO KN E
UEROEGUOW SN S R—1o
P <BWEFEQRE V-2 ToBE
| Bl | WO BE WO VIR IHE e
0.2 QUEWR0° ] M <
M (BRI <K 2 Ta®WE | B
R B M SR QBN T 4]
QR8P ST Q EnivkiE O Bt
Sl e SRS RN S L @ TR ST RN
SN I 50 ) T u-2iEREER
WO SR AUERIE S a0
H oI N O VRS o
£ Bl EE woRhuovREE-
i 5 O B © SR ki " W
Edramil o Wi O A i< R
Q4RI H B h MR o R Y
WU QR BT R o el

DERWOHM S kL O LwE T
ENEREOE S-S0 o E
UM ER T A 60 S I O FRRS A a5
HouAd e’ HERMESE HE
EE QMm U Ro @il L O S0

U | Bl MOy & © WK
HE L S0 50 ) TIRERU
W OB e RBHVEe
#WmU O S AT CHREERD
BAE MY Y S TR O
P ERENNORIHO RS
LRI L O ompdu ) 27 BIIIRL

EfEmEN o U OBR QK e B U
: o RUA N ERHKRY BRI
—_ = -~ QN @I Bg | 20 T )
IR S HINER VIIMHRIRE (50 pol Syeuse o are
I L= [ R Y DS n—n
SremRyE) | Bl | P <BERVHE mRE | B ] Y
B Q K | B ERE-VHE
TR RE | ] | o RE SRR A sG-S S D 1O R K
(HFE<HEER | B =& ORI ERHMRR MF¥&9MMMWM%ﬂ%ﬁﬁWH
. ¢ m—n ™Y RS vy Z
HIE RS R R ) | ¥ QST ) H KA IR ST R )
(FFEEREE R Al 91 S H R e SR D
MO L ERMA O 57 BES 0
1 A Q3D TG | R
B0’ NOFEBRISURY IS ITh
CHMIK © BRI HW KOV HOCERY  —0 M I<BERY VOENEROR
TR | R 42° RENAC | Bl KEH» BN
Xm\ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁuﬁﬁ¢®%ﬁﬂﬁ G O S SN AL SRS
B IS VB o BT W L i 4 NBeQ FphHEcm QEEEY & 5wl
A0 FR RS AW I e TR | B | BoHEL 4olE EunoHEHORMRE) VS
PRe” o WORMOMMUR<  wopE WORI MEE MRYYOH  Suop-s n—n 2 QRvQE YR
CREED Pa0® WORIRK IR ALY X BFECEUEHURe] et BROUIEHE<EKRNO WY Qi
Clda” wiifRugdBdy " #el 7 8| Bl | Ak a0 e HNEER e o’ R
ERNORIEUER S SRy  HOFURDORFVERCEIESY o SnRQY R H-oRE 0" |
RO LDVEVE FFEIRDOER K VORI IRXP Y THEVRHEL Yo NS0 | SEHRERe 5 Y
WEE O JOEERE EREROEEE Ry HEO@0T ST A0MHE  HMEIQU O L VHaRE | HE | Ko
PTURFOEERR S L80000BR) | HEFEEY oM S MIERE NPT EYEE O IEUA0 ) AR VA S
Bl | S di S EEEEW R A0 O HBED I TR e o Suage” gl Rk eokein
Mo 0 b U m B 2 EEE Q0o EHRACEHNHOME-SITHE SEEBEHVEELRS KBV O
BEWE O 00w FREEH LT RUEORVOE-CAR BT - @ o ) B0 O P Y
AU O IBTEE WIER U R Y BOREWKE A0VOHoHSAE Y EEOEKEHVOEmMUE VRS
Q0% BR M | YT Mmelkir o #HEESEOHELMETEUR0UNE  UUCEEIUES MMEHE L < eigE
H5 0le HMoIT W ||| ORSEUE SRRy IiEEYROobH  RBoblRimbad O v Seum iR
B BRI C 2 U NEEET ST S M R P S oRRREEY REHKRN
OO | BRI OLUAT BB WO RFHOET WL oBEEVR | KNESQ TkiZ QIEE Y O s 4
WL vo Rt uERIeH s o EECREEHNRS S Dl DUmnve O HROBEY O LY
O (WERFH-RL - 1 IR | HR M) [ EREEA eV 0 CRBNOT  QUIEHE QN 0-2 Q) MRS
Vo | ) HED” BRGHEOMR HE K OHEERENDEK OV I T a0 UBEBWEeT 0§
©  ORGIFEVEEEEVEZ OO OBEY o ETEREE MR O e B YO SV ET B i
B OREROE0CATR0® #i ) HHO SHAMLEINVRVUNEY S ARERTREHN m—a MY <3
m HHCEES . oORTOHMHEeEE S OV (E 1 EH |10 EEEREEOV 50" GFBRE Lk
o 07 MmN RER e Indne C R BK)° SRS MRS B QT el R et ) QIR KO
T WTESENENR U0t o SEEE O MR ) mEHERE ) B ) BaBEY WER 07 DugupERY mHOIREE
Luc’ ENREEIONMSEE MY e QU REHSE CEMHVORmY WU OW S0 (NSRRI - B
HEWENES O ot HdRHindid O S WIERSEENR U ) IR < WEEER ORI
AU AUG S UREROEeTRdI L BT 0 ENRIE © S R M N D AW HEHKLH04oN BR
FREVERSECOEY S SOV ORND Mol wiRE O 2k L R QW CHRURL Y FRMPUEMeD T
SRR O ARG ) TR 1 RS L OEE O UEIER O LRI~ N RN KNG | ez uie
rdn EEEHm oM S Ho MM 2@ aaet Ol © HEE ¢ 5 EHREHHED WO
B HATR-2 YU L S0 ) A i M REHY SLQEEuoY e’ m— o LR LRI R
WGP QLS NENUEREHOE B Y O BHENUEERE (LY BKER Y mifub dEERN AW
ORMATERESMUEL LI IUEH O JoPSEEYY | B¢ KO ve  EwRORENEL ML S48 &
SEENIEEKAe 2 O 0° ) QEEY T emRERH - iR om o P <EKRE oEEniomn
BTy (hE - RERERE) @ oy opEEugL20W B
L ' ) S P e e T IV ATy
[ | CoEEL RSV RNE QR MvOomEREYELS LU0 SEKS BHBGHKE<E (ruw
= OQEENE-IY NENQMTAKNIY UFEEMWEOVEs” wmll = NiE Y WO FEE - S © HlEE
R EEALVYSO0VORTAEST K IRAWICKEHE ORMNER<P e 3 oV E<EHYN T m —~
B H WO LB OBHYE< YR ERHIEE o lE S S w8 0 <P G-I Rk R TR 4
oS H U OBIE 00 ' ARET BT | 11RO B e ) 10 P 2Ae0 © BT © Va4 NP a0
| ENE RN SRR ok S3 viicly HIOW 510° Y30 RERPYE LR  ERREYE | BOoERIEEEE RN
SEESAE ) IR WM QD QWK O S o oo RO mEMEE | B RoEEYeY
KA O W EE L B e -2 )T o I © JEE L A0 SR L R e © AP L AU RC @ BRI 480 ¢
& e L RS e RS O E” B 1] mEBeE) B WY ved FHDE sKELeadR oS
B rid QM QMm-28 2o v e MESETINDOoETENE BENEwaASo” HEE -2 QN
Eo  peoUESHUOEmY | S0E  EEU VNS WERVKEHECY 07
Mo 44 HOVESEN ORI S 5 MY ReERHYORKY O Sy P TGS NEOY o#E
MH G0 Wl HHIEHUBTEE ] X HIDjg 34 548 57 oy ERINIEE LU ~o SIma s e 27 S
ﬂ% ey Qi IE W ORI LU @ WU RS ORE<CUG TEISE] B ORMNENO» Y ET HiH
Wy 7 DR EEEEmaN U0 SYRMNPEE OV L0004 oL H Y ST O ok T Q
ma DA (R VHOREIEEOHAWCR 7 E¥ | FRRHEE Y ORmMY 0 5 R UREIEN R0 S0 VoK
%M U0 E) IR JUNHE S VEKEOW 50 R0 & BERE-0000° S B0 NHF 00 SR Q BB 5
ﬂm STy EEEFEOER<Y O LY R ORR<#Emdis” EWQNH JUR 4 5 N0 NS
" UEENRISY 50 MEHE QNN SRETOLOUY HECOHE TEHN MmO AMHe” MORNEN
m FEILY O LR RSB EE S & EH QA ER R VO 5007 @ 10 MR - YT RS a0 o SR Q
N SoRHEENAOE-URIG Y v EREUPINRES e n —n < S5 048 S Him © S wRIR L O 1

WG T AR0” 4230 WOl
CuUAUNQHEHPmREUELCL
HNEREEVROAN OHTEEHO
P - P R W MR U HE RS m BT, v ]
RS- om0 HUEFRE
OJHR L EdnY Tiodody © R
EREY TS CHKERLL
A1 @MUY BH0-2 Q U SR BN
Mo (EEEFHMHUA KITTEEIHERS
HIMYTHoMEyE v ) DRECES
SEIM | 1 O@NEE | REMHLH 52
S i) MEOH SO HE2 R o
o@D EEHUCMESREOMR
R EEV Y QERMERCE NI 0
420 JiEiEK | IR W RRWERCE
iRt ds’ ERLORBREYE
e g ) A HT EREU A R v S
g’ o2 © EREHR Y Ah0 e’

N 4y REHVOBmY 05
VR S R R L pe
-2 R Fm-A IR IR W O BER
PP HUBMEOKEVL
BRI QEY ERE OO
By @ EE A0 HEEV OV E K
IR e L AR R Ee € o T
A0 DERH VR0 O RIE e
1% (EEERANS 1 R deghEn”
I S ) o T MR Q
SEEEA IR o0 .0 -2 o diBy
RHERUML Y L e L0 mEERE
B 8 A 2 - € BEE o € JHHIR
B0

<Hm >
AN B W RER TR R B
AHIEEN] - B | N T

HL 8 s

(e@EE 0

_78_



