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‘Suspicious Death’
Case Recognized

as Manslaughter

Producing the first results gf its

investigations into s_o-called sps&
picious deaths” during the perio
the nation was in pohu_cal‘ turmogl,
a presidential commissian said
yesterday that it d;tern_nned the
1984 death of a prison inmate to
be a case of manslaughter. :

The Presidential Truth Commis-
sion on Suspicious Deaths said
Park Young-doo, then 29, died a
day after guards beat and torh_ued
him for demanding better prison

conditions in October 1984

The commission, formed last
year to investigate suspicious
deaths of dissidents z{nd citizens
during past authoritarian govern-
ments, said it would request the
current govermment to deliberate
on whether Park should be award-
ed the same benefits as r_eoogm_zed
democratic activists, u}cludmg
compensation for his family mem-
bers.

In a press conference held after a
briefing to President Kim Dae-
jung on its findings, the commis-
sion also presented as evidence
“tgols” that guards used to beat
and torture Park.
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Presidential panel on suspicious deaths
finds beating caused death of inmate

By Kim Min-hee
Staffl reporter

A presidential fact-finding com-
mission on suspicious deaths con-
firned yesterday that an inmate
who died in pnison in 1984 was
beaten to death by wardens.

The Presidential Truth
Commission on Suspicious Deaths
said that Park Yeong-du, then a 29-
year-old inmate at Cheongsong
Prison in North Gyeongsang
Province, should be honored as a
participant in the democratization
movement and that his family
should receive compensation.

It marks the first time the com-
mission, which has conducted
probes into 83 suspicious deaths
that occurred during past military
regimes since last year, has publi-
cally stated that a death they have
investigated was the result of a
murder.

The comumission said it has de-
cided to refer Park’s case to a gov-
emment committee which both re-
stores honor to democratic activists
and compensates their families.
The commission said it viewed
Park’s efforts for the human rights
of inmates as contributing to the
nation’s pro-democracy move-
ment.

The commission confirmed the
cause of Park’s death as murder at
a press conference held at its office
in Chongno-gu, central Seoul,
where they displayed the weapons
the prison guards used to torture
Park.

According to the commission,
Park was subjected to various
forms of torture on Oct. 10, 1984,
for demanding better conditions
for prisoners. Park died the follow-

e

S S
OIS ALXI AL 72 2| 21 5!

Yonhap

Yang Seung-kyu (center), head of the Presidential Truth Commission on Suspicious Deaths, an-
nounces that prison inmate Park Yeong-du was tortured to death by wardens in 1984, at a press con-
ference held in downtown Seoul, yesterday.

ing day.

The commission said that based
on the testimony of a fellow in-
mate, there had been a campaign
on the part of the prison officials to
cover up the cause of Park's death.

The autopsy conducted on
Park’s body two or three days fol-
lowing hiz death concluded that
Park had died from a heart attack,
but suggested the case be reexam-
ined at the National Institute of

Scientific Investigation.

Park had been serving in the
southern prison since 1983 as part
of the “Samchong Training
Camp,” a type of concentration
camp introduced by the Chun Doo-
hwan regime to discipline people
whom it considered detrimental to
society.

It is speculated that approxi-
mately 60,000 civilians experi-
enced harsh physical training and

-83-

torture under the program.

The commission named the four

ison guards who tortured Park
Eﬂl will not be able to prosecute
them as the period of prescription
of execution is over.

The commission has dismissed the
case of Kim Je-gang, who died in
1977 at the age of 52. The panel con-
cluded that Kim died from a heart at-

(mhkim@koreaherald.co.kr)
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of Prof. Tsche Chong -kil Revealed

By Soh Ji-young
Staff Reporter

A presidential fact-finding
commission’s probe into the
mysterious death of Tsche
Chong-kil 28 years ago, is help-
ing to lift the heavy mist sur-
rounding the incident.

The Presidential Truth
Commission on Suspicious
Deaths said yesterday that in-
vestigations revealed Tsche,
who died in 1973, did not con-
fess to being involved in a mas-
sive espionage case in Europe as
reported by intelligence offi-
cials.

Tsche, a former Seoul National
University law professor, died
after falling from a rest room at
the then Korea Central
Intelligence Agency (KCIA)
headquarters. The KCIA had is-
sued a report saying that the 41-
year-old Tsche had plunged to
his death after admitting to his
spying activities.

“Although Tsche had never
confessed to being involved in
espionage activities, the KCIA
falsely announced that he had
admitted to spying and then had
been driven by guilt to commit
suicide,” said Kim Hyoung-tae,
who is in charge of the case at
the presidential commission.

The fact-finding committee
had discovered the cover-up
through questioning then KCIA
officials and examining Tsche’s
interrogation files.

“Records also showed that
Tsche had been tortured by in-
telligence officials while being
questioned,” said Kim.

Although strong suspicions
were constantly raised regard-
ing the exact cause of Tsche’s
death, this is the first time
some light has been shed on
the case.

The KCIA had turned down
requests to disclose the scene of
his death or to conduct an au-
topsy after Tsche died, height-

The photo shows a happy moment for Tsche Chong-kl.l left,
and his family before he was mphcated in an espionage case,
which led to his mysterious death in 1973.  Korea Times File

ening the possibility that inves-
tigators may have tortured him
to death.

The new discovery shows that
it is highly probable that the
professor was just another vic-
tim to the Park Chung-hee
regime’s master plan to op-
press the nation’s democracy
movement that was rising up
against the authoritative gov-
ernment.

But the commission fell short
of concluding that his death re-
sulted from torture, citing that
further investigation need to be
carried out.

“Although there is a strong
possibility that Tsche indeed
died from torture, we need to
conduct more probes to know
for sure,” said Kim.

He said the commission
could not rule out other expla-
nations, such as the possibility
of Tsche taking his own life
due to unbearable physical and
mental pressure during inter-
rogation.

Tsche was suspected of being
a spy for North Korea after he

-121 -

was discovered to have made a
trip to East Berlin during his
years studying in Germany.
There was also the fact that
one of his friends was suspect-
ed of being involved in espi-
onage.

Tsche’s case is only of the in-
vestigations launched by the
commission early this year into
75 mysterious deaths and disap-
pearances of professors, student
activists, unionists, civil rights
advocates and dissidents, which
occurred during past military
regimes.

The commission was created
last October in accordance with
a special act and a presidential
decree.

Bereaved family members and
civic groups have long claimed
that several hundred dissidents,
professors, students, unionists
and civil rights advocates were
tortured to death because of
their pro-democracy activities
during the rule of military gov-
ernments in the 1970s and
1980s.

Jysoh@koreatimes.co.kr
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