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£0/9 A& Fo)olge FARAE $UTh ¥ TDRE TAZMA $471 48X
A%l wol AHSHE 34, & STaAe ARY AlgLe] AoE HoFTh

Fee Ragel MY ge AL ASAPE de 449 2 480 e )
¢ AAS) Yol olaig BAY TAAN EAVNEE FFREE G 4
33 vd farl Heg 29 gAYesy 3A AREFHA FRTHAAFA AT
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<E 5> ol XY B MAHAItA2S| vH|E I A H|L(EA, 2003b)

% 1973 1978 2001 2002
us 296 24 4 22.7 234
France 7.7 10.5 13.8 13.9
Germany 8.5 13.3 215 220
UK 114 17.8 36.9 37.3
Japan 1.6 4.7 12.4 12.3
Korea = 2 : 9.6 10.5
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Word of Congratulation

First of all, I would like to congratulate ihauguration of the Korean Labor Social

Network on Energy (KLSNE), which seeks to strive for 'a renewable public energy

system through solidarity between labor and environmental movements' and for
'solidarity for expansion of public commons by overcoming logic of profit and
marketization', led by public sector trade unions and environmental organizations.

Without doubt, energy is the 'blood of social body'. As such, energy should be
obtained through a method that best fits maintenance of a healthy social body in
terms of both quantity and quality. It should also be distributed equally to all parts
of the social body. Therefore, the slogan used by the KLSNE, 'Energy are basic
rights' is one that brings out well the importance of energy in maintenance and
reproduction of the social body.

In relation to the matter of energy, the Korean progressive movements - such as
those in other parts of the world - face the double challenge of having to stop
privatization and marketization of the energy industry and to expand public
commons, at the same time having to transform the energy system to one that is
‘environmentally friendly and sustainable'. It can be said that the former constitutes
one of the basic tasks of the labor movement while the latter, of the environmental
movement. However, until now, whereas the labor movement and the
environmental movement have focused on solving their basic problems, each has
been negligent in accommodating the task of the other, and at times, they had even
submitted conflicting proposals (for example, the labor movement had supported
continuation of un-environmental industries or indiscriminate development projects
for the sake of protecting jobs, while the environmental movement had supported
privatization on the basis of overcoming bureaucratic control of resources).
However, these perspectives neither benefit the development of labor movement
nor that of the environmental movement, nor, for that matter, of the entire
progressive movement. They are obstacles that we need to overcome. The
establishment of an 'environmentally friendly and sustainable energy system'

conforms to interests of workers and peoples and the society as a whole. The
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consolidation of the energy system as public commons that should become the
basis on which to stop capitalist exploitation of nature is also soméihing that is
needed for the environmental movement to attain its fundamental goals. Therefore,
the labor movement has to accommodate the tasks of the environmental movement
as its own, and vice versa. Both have the responsibility to cooperate to transform
the relationship between nature and society, as well as the relationship among
humans to those that are more environment-friendly and more people-friendly.

In this regard, formation of the Korean Labor Social Network on Energy
(KLSNE), which aims to expand the sphere of public commons and to set up a
system that supplies energy in environmentally friendly and sustainable ways
through solidarity between labor and environmental movements, is surely an
important milestone in the history of Korean progressive: movement. | sincerely
hope that this organization will strengthen solidarity between the two movements
and will be in the forefront of overcoming the anti-people and anti-environment
neoliberal regime. In addition, I hope that this international symposium being held
on the occasion of KLSNE inauguration will contribute to deepening our
understanding on issues of environment and labor, as well as to promoting
solidarity of the two movements to international standards.

However, the solidarity of progressive movements should not stop at the
solidarity of the labor and environmental movements. We urgently need solidarity
among all progressive movements that strive to overcome oppression, exploitation,
discrimination and exclusion. In this regard, I sincerely hope that the activities of
KLSNE will become a model for other movements and will thus stimulate
solidarity with and among other movements.

I would once again like to congratulate the inauguration of Korean Labor Social
Network on Energy (KLSNE). I also hope that this international symposium will
be fruitful.

22nd June, 2005
Kim Se-Kyun

(Co-Chair, National Association of Professors for a Democratic Society)
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International Symposium
*Envisioning a Renewable Public Energy System
through Solidarity between Labor and Environmental Movements"

Part 1.
The Transformation toward a Renewable Energy System
through Solidarity between Labor and Environmental Movements

A Moderator : Han Kyeong—ku (KFEM, Policy Director)
A Agenda Presentation
@ Creation of jobs, protection of climate, stimulation of renewable energies
- Dr. Georg Werckmeister (Director, Renewable Energy Alliance)
@ Common Tasks of Labor and Environmental Movement for a Renewable
Energy System in Korea
— Prof. Lee Phil-ryul (Director, Center for Energy Alternative)
A Panelists
@ Dr. Song Tae—su (Professor, Korea Labor Education Institute)
@ Jo Tae—mann (President, Korea Hydro&Nuclear Power Co.Ltd. Union)
@ Shin Ik-su (President, Korea Gas Corporation Union)

@ Dr. Woo Seok-hoon (Policy Secretary, The Korea Greens)




Creation of jobs-protection of climate-stimulation of

renewable energies .

- The success story of renewable energy act

Georg Werckmeister
Action Alliance for Renewable Energies
Gelnhausen Germany

Electricity Feeding Act

The startingpoint for the success story of renewable energies in Germany was the
Law on feeding electricity into the public grid (Electricity Feeding Act - EFA) in
1990. It made purchase and payment of renewable electricity mandatory for
owners of the electricity grid. They had to pay at least 80-90 per cent of their sales
price to the suppliers of renewable electricity. This gave to the latter the

opportunity to earn money and to invest.
Obligation to buy and pay versus Quota model

The model of "obligation to buy and pay"or minimum price system thus
stimulates entrepreneurs, production and technology. It is far more successful than
the competing "Quota model” which prescribes fix (and rising) percentages of
Renewables to the suppliers of classical power. The installed wind power in
countries with quota systems was by the end of 2003 in Great Britain 649
megawatt (MW), in Italy 904, Spain with a minimum price system had 6202,
Germany 14609. France shifted to Buy and Pay System in 2002 because the Quota
system didn't work.

At the origin of the EFA was the long-existing industry of water power who
wanted to be gratified for their contribution to protection of environment. The EFA

passed under a conservative government, led by Christian Democrats and Liberals.




In this time period, solar (photovoltaic) electricity which was and is extremely
expensive was stimulated in 20 smaller cities, who decided to pay the full cost.

This, still, was an important contribution to the system of 'Buy und Pay' and the

progress of renewable energy.
Broad coalition to defend Electricity Feeding Act

When the law began to prove effectiveness, the old power industry started a
campaign against it. They won as an Protector the Minister of Economy, a Liberal
(A liberal party normally shoulddefend the freedom of market and not old
industries.) He tried to modify the law in order to restrict the amount of clean

wax

(renewable) power.
In this situation was formed a broad coalition to defend and further develop the

EFA. It consisted, among others, of

&> Federations of producers of equipment for renewables (e. g. wind turbines,

solar panels)
<> Ecology movement
<> Farmers
<> Churches
<> Trade Unions

Farmers

Their slogan was "Creation of jobs protection of climate stimulation of
renewable energies". The special interest of farmers who lost huge parts of their
market share in the past decades, falling from 4 million to 400000 people is to gain
a new. branch of activity, with wind turbines on their piece of land, biomass for
electricity, for heating and even vehicle driving, solar power and heating an their

roofs, water power (if available) and geothermic heating and power: "From farmer

to energy producer".
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Churches

The interest of religious communities (churches) like some other conservative

forces is to preserve God's Creation, the World, from destruction by ecological

disaster like climate change which causes, by rise of temperature, floods, dryness,

hurricanes etc. Since at the origin of this climate catastrophe is burning of coal, gas

and oil, churches support transition to renewable energies.

Trade Unions

This view is also shared by parts of the Trade Unions, e. g. the metal workers'
union, which has its members not only among the producers of (conventional)
power plants, but also in a continuously rising degree among the workers and
employees who build and construct, plan and maintain equipment for renewable
energies. Their number is today 130000 among which 46000 in wind industry.
This is already more than in coal mining or nuclear power plants.

For average people, it is often very difficult to recognize when a technological
change is coming and must be adopted. The normal reaction is to stick to the old
technology. Industrialists then invest their money there instead of financing new
jobs. Nevertheless, they loose in this conflict because the new technology is
unavoidable. This seems to be one of the sources of the really bad amount of
unemployment in this country at present time.

In this situation, it is of great significance for a Trade Union to communicate to
their members in the old industries that they must seize the chance to participate in
the new development. Their only chance for protecting employment is transition
from old to new industry. In this case that means transition from coal mining and

producing and operating fossil and nuclear power plants to renewable energies.
All the above mentioned partners in 1997 took part in a big manifestation in the

former capital against deterioration of the EFA, and they were successful. Among

others, a speech was held by a member of the Board of the metal workers' union.
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"Follow Wind" was the title of the manifestation.

In 1998, by general elections, was ended the majority of conservative and liberal
parties. A coalition of the Social Democratic Party (SPD), the old party of labour
movement, was formed with the Green Party, founded in 1980 by members of the

ecology movement.. This so-called Red-Green Coalition achieved remarkable steps

in ecology and climate protection:

<> Ecological Tax

<> 100000 Photovoltaic Roofs Programme

<> Renewable Energies Act

<> Power/Heating Combination of Power Plants

<> Ending of Nuclear Power by 2020 w
> Climate Protection Programme

<> Investment Programme for the Future

<> Energetic Adjustment of Buildings

<> Tax free bio-fuel

Renewable Energies Act

Already the so-called Eco-Tax had a worldwide echo as an advance in ecology,
even if it's effects are far less than those of the EFA, due to the fact, that here the
money is not only taken from the dirty but also given to the clean electricity, while
the Eco-Tax only takes it from the dirty power and gives it to the federal budget.
But in 2000 a thoroughly revised Renewable Energies Act (REA) in 2000 replaced
the former EFA and gave priority and much better conditions to all forms of
Renewables producing electricity. Also photovoltaic energy is now economically
feasible. Nevertheless, heating and traffic are not included.

In the meantime, big business had attacked the EFA at the European Court, of
Justice, but it's claim was refused in 2001. The court stated that the law did not
conflict with the Communitie's rule of free traffic of goods nor was it a
governmental subsidy. And the court stated that it is in full compliance with the

ecological goals of the European Community (EU).
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Sueccess story

Under the rule of REAthe share or Renewables in electricity consumption rose
from 6,7 in 2000 to 8 percent in 2003. Wind energy developed from 4500 MW at
the end of 1999 to 14 500 in 2003. Further development will probably go from
onshore to offshore windmills, i. e. in the sea. Biomass increased by 100,
photovoltaics by more than 600 percent. It is expected that until 2010 the
percentage of Renewables in electricity consumption will reach by help of the REA
12.5 percent and then avoid 40 million tons of CO2 while this were 23 in 2003.

Action Alliance for Renewable Energies

The more Renewables and above all wind power gained market shares,
opposition from the big power suppliers grew. Again the minister of Economy, this
time a social democrat, was their representative. They tried to restrict the shares of
renewables, to give less money and to make more difficult the installation of
Renewables. Their counterpart was the Minister of Ecology from the Green Party.
In this situation, in 2003 was formed the Action Alliance for Renewable Energies,
led by some deputies of the Social Democratic and the Green Party who had been
pushing Renewables in a most effective manner through all these years, and joined
by the federations of Renewables industry like wind, solar, biomass, water,
power/heating combination etc., organised by a representative of the metal
workers' union. Also diverse groups of churches, youth groups, scientists,
electricity consumers and environmental groups took part, even if the latter still
prefer saving of energy and energy efficiency to Renewables. At the first

presentation to the public, five organisations represented the Alliance:

Federation of Renewable Energies

EUROSOLAR

Farmers' Union

Federation of SMEs (Small and medium enterprises)

Trade Unions (public services and metal workers)
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The first action of the Alliance was an Action Day in November, 2003, when the
conflict between Economy and Ecology ministers was on its peak. The Ecology
minister appeared with some delay to our demonstration, saying: "Thank you for
demonstrating here that just allowed me to win against my colleague (with some
compromise)."So, again, an attack had been refused. The REA could be defended
against the big power suppliers. Another activity was a contribution to the
important International Conference for Renewable Energies in June 2004 in Bonn,
Germany, concentrating the different positions, views and proposals of the
movement for this very successful conference which gave impulse to many
activities all over the world.

Altogether you can say that collaboration between "red"and "green" forces,
either on the level of political parties or between labour and ecological movement
can bring substantial advance towards a fundamental change of the energy system,
from polluting to clean energy. It must be added that a comparable Action Alliance
has been formed right now for the Zero Emission (electrical) Vehicle, because the
transport sector until now does not offer real solutions for pollution and climate

problems.
Full renewable supply

Given the fact that oil comes to its end, the need of great countries like India and
China for energy is growing enormously, and even central Europe with its
moderate climate saw a huée flood like never before, some people even say energy
should be 100 percent renewable as soon as possible. not 20 percent until 2020 and
50 percent until 2050 as is the goal of the actual government. In our country, old
power plants with coal must be replaced in the next decade, and the same is true for
nuclear installations. Why should'nt they be replaced totally by renewable energy?

=3

Red/green coalition before its end

Unfortunately, in this situation the red/green coalition seems to come o an end.

The chancellor (Prime Minister) had tried by many hard measures to find a
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solution for the problem of unemployment, but their number now reached 5.2
million, and the coalition lost the last regional elections. Nearly everybody believes
that we will have a conservative/liberal ,government from september. Those
politicians already announced to reduce financing of renewables and to continue
use of nuclear power. So substantial parts of the success reached in the past is now
deeply threatened.

If this happens, it will be necessary even more than in the past to reinforce and to
activate those who fight for energy change. And we will need assistance from
abroad. Delegates from many countries came to our Ministry of Ecology in order
to get information about the REA. If many other countries adopt this system and
gain significant market shares in Renewables, maybe the progress made can be

maintained on international level.
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The Common Tasks of Labor and Environmental Movements

Jor a Renewable Energy System in Korea

Prof. Lee Phil-ryul
Director, Center for Energy Alternative

Those who have a deep interest in sustainability of the Korean society would
suspect that labor movement has a possibility of hindering them in fulfilling their
goals. That's why they usually tend to distance themselves away from labor movement
even when they acknowledge its importance.

Such tendency is frequently found among environmentalists, who are dedicated to
sustainability more than any other groups. They are quite skeptical about labor
movement because labor movement they believe shares some unfavorable factors with
their counterpart, capitalism.

Professor Kwon Hyuk-beom points out, " The main cause today's environmental
disruption is the [capitalistic] structure which promotes unlimited production and
expanded reproduction. In this regard, the class-oriented approaches have an obvious
limitation; they focus only on the redistribution of the wealth created through the cycle
of mass production-mass consumption-mass disposal without questioning the
environmental cost incurred by the production mechanism itself. If labor activists
remain silent on the environmental aspect of capitalism, it is no different from
acquiescence." His comment represents the general view of environmentalist that if
labor focuses only on redistribution and turns a blind eye to mass production system, it
is as disruptive of environment as capital. In other words, if labor movement does not
tackle mass production mechanism simultaneously with the redistribution issue, it
would fail to distinguish itself from capitalism in this end.

On the other hand, labor activists complain of environmentalists' negligence on the

class-oriented viewpoint. There argument goes as follows: environmentalists insist
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every nation and person should equally join forces to address environmental concerns
regardless of class or industrial advances, even though industrialized nations and few
rich class should be accused of having caused most damage to environment; Because
of such negligence over structural disparity between class, environmentalists seem to
fail to blame the bourgeois properly, which does no good to transition of the society; If
such is the case, environmentalism is, despite its universal value, a conser\.?ative__ 1dea
conducive to the survival of capitalism; to put it straightforward, environmentalism is
no more than a luxury for the haves, and therefore against the interests of the working
class.

Both views holds true in a way or another. There are indeed cases where
environmentalism contributes to sustain the class structure and discrimination it entails
or where labor movement favors mass production mechanism which enables more
consumption. However, such limitations should not come as an excuse to deny the
importance of each other but a challenge to address to consolidate solidarity. The
principal goal of both labor movement and environmentalism is make a better world
where people live in harmony with others as well as with the nature.

Even though several aberrations -like bourgeois conservatism or labor movement
inducing harm to environment- often blur the original aim, it should be reiterated that
both movements are there to make a better world for all. If environmentalism put
conservation before everything else with no consideration on class discrimination or if
labor movement does not take environmental disruption caused by wealth expansion
because its narrow focus on distribution, neither would be able to achieve their
respective missions. No proper distribution can take place with the devastated

environment, just as no environmental protection with dire discrimination.

The siispects the two movements have on each other are translated into conflicts in
some cases. The different stances the two took on the privatization of the Korean

electricity industry make a good example.

When the government announced the privatization of the Korea Electric Power
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Corporation (KEPCO) in 2002, the labor expressed a fierce opposition, while
environmental groups said at first that they were not fully against the privatization,
claiming that the opposition of the labor aimed only protecting its own interest. Labor
groups countered such claim by criticizing environmentalists for being naive enough
to believe that the privatization would weaken energy monopoly as well as for thereby
supporting the justification of the privatization by the capital. Such criticisms were not
wrong, but they were both far too shortsighted.

Environmentalists accepted the privatization out of the idealistic, non-analytic
expectation that it will automatically reduce the perfect monopoly of the state-owned
company. In doing so, they failed to see the privatization in conjunction with
globalization or the intent of capital represented by the IMF.

In the meantime, labor movement did not properly review KEPCO’s monopolic
stance and its adverse impact on the environment. Given the lack of such review, their
criticism of environmentalists for being ‘too naive’ was rather poorly grounded. Under
these circumstances, the both parties could not narrow the gap in opinions in the
several symposiums held to discuss the privatization of electricity. All they did was
adhere to their respective arguments.

Labor movement Kept resisting to privatization, and finally went on a strike that
went on for scores of days. The strike marked a turning point for the two parties to
resolve the friction which had already been somewhat eased with the passage of time.
Labor groups were desperately in need of support from outside, and environmentalists
could not turn their back on the labor which had shown its determination through a
massive struggle involving heavy costs such as arrests and lay-offs.

Although the disaccord between labor and environmentalism was not fully
addressed, the strike served as a n opportunity for the two to find a point of common
interest based on which they could bridge the differences and work in cooperation with

each other. That point was the pursuit for public good in a broad sense.

The pursuit for public good in a broad sense was derived from the original missions
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of the both movements; making the society better. The sustainable future of
environmentalists requires a harmony among peaple and people as well as people and

nature. This is also true of labor movement which pushes for a society of equality. The
establishment of an equal society involves a harmony among people for generations.
If such harmony is to continue for generations, it should take into account generations

to come, meaning in turn that it is necessary to consider sustainability.

In this context, sustainability becomes a prerequisite to make an ideal society for

future generations. From this preposition, it can be commonly concluded that

neoliberal globalization is against the interests of both labor and ecology in that it
undermines sustainability and that the dependency on fossil fuel and nuclear energy is
unfavorable because of its unsustainability.

The core requirement for establishing a sustainable socié’ty' is a sustainable supply of
food, energy and water. Of the three, energy supply is mostly affected by political,
social relations. Today’s energy production and supply in forms of power, heating, as
well as electricity is overwhelmingly monopolized by states or corporate giants. While
small farmers and distributors still have an influence in food supply chains
domestically, small companies could not operate in the Korean electricity industry
from the beginning.

In Korea, a single provider in a respective field monopolized the supply of
electricity, oil, and natural gas. With such structure in place, environmentalists were
mainly concerned about anti-environmental energy supply practices, while labor
activists concentrated on forming a formidable union to defend their interensts within
the workplace.

Under this circumstance, there was simply no room to contemplate over the
sustainability of energy supply and proper action plans to implement it. That explains
why labor and environmental movements reacted as such to the announcement of
privatization of electricity, looking only at its impact on their respective interests such
as the impact on jobs.

Although the attempted privatization of electricity undermined the power of labor
groups significantly as a result of prolonged struggles against the government's

decision, it served as an opportunity for environmentalists to think over sustainable
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energy supply. It also led labor activists to shed light on the public side of electricity
supply. As a result, environmentalists came to realize that the neoliberal privatization

of electricity undermines sustainability, while labor movements was reminded that

public good is not constrained to the interest of labor but should instead embrace more .

universal values for the sake of citizens and human beings.

4

As the labor and environmental movements have agreed on the importance of
establishing sustainable energy supply in the interest of the public, they now should
move on to proper action plans to accomplish the common agenda. The efforts should
be made in two aspects; First, they should interfere in the related policy-making
process to transform the energy system of Korea into a more sustainable one.
Secondly, they should make a direct participation in installing and expanding
renewable energy facilities

As for the intervention in the making of energy policies, environmental groups have
played its part by making suggestions and critics, joining an adviory council, and
demanding the expanded use of renewable energy sources. On the contrary, labor
movements did not make evaluations on specific measures except for the case of
privatization which was very closely related to its own interest. For example, it did
neither make oppositions to the matters such as expanded use of nuclear energy or the
construction of a large-scale thermoelectric power plant complex, nor did it make
demands for a highly-efficient urban steam supply and power generation or for a
promotion of renewable energy

The expansion of nuclear power generation and the construction of a large-sale
thermoelectric power plant complex might correspond with the interest of the workers
in the related fields in a short term, however, it does no good to the public and future
generations. Given depleting fossil fuel, climate change, and the problem of nuclear
waste, such measures will aggravate the situation to the contrary. From the viewpoint
of environmentalists, the expansion of nuclear power generation and the construction

of a large-sale thermoelectric power plant complex are simply unacceptable. Under
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