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COPENHAGEN DECLARATION

. For the first time in history, at the invitation of the United Nations, we gather as Heads
of State and Government to recognize the significance of social development and human
well-being for all and to give to these goals the highest priority both now and into the

twenty-first century.

2. We acknowledge that the people of the world have shown in different ways an urgent

need to address profound social problems, especially poverty, unemployment and social
exclusion, that affect every country. It is our task to address both their underlying and

structural causes and their distressing consequences in order to reduce uncertainty and
insecurity in the life of people.

3. We acknowledge that our societies must respond more effectively to the material and
spiritual needs of individuals, their families and the communities in which they live throughout
our diverse countries and regions. We must do so as a matter of urgency, but also as a matter
of sustained and unshakeable commitment through the years ahead.

4. -We are convinced that democracy and transparent and accountable governance and
administration in all sectors of society are indispensable foundations for the realization of social

and people-centred sustainable development. -

5. We share the conviction that social development and social justice are indispensable for

.

the achievement and maintenance of peace and security within and among our nations. In turn, -

social development and social justice cannot be attained in the absence of peace and security
or in the absence of respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms. This essential
interdependence was recognized 50 years ago in the Charter of the United Nations and has

rown ever stronger.
g

6. We are deeply convinced that economic development, social development and
environmental protection are interdependent and mutually reinforcing components of
sustainable development, which is the framework for our efforts to achieve a higher quality of
life for all people. Equitable social development that recognizes empowering of the poor to
utilize environmental resources sustainably is a necessary foundation for sustainable
development. We also recognize that broad-based and sustained economic growth in the
context of sustainable development is necessary to sustain social development and social

justice.

7. We recognize, therefore, that social development is central to the needs and aspirations
of people throughout the world and to the responsibilities of Governments and all sectors of
civil society. We affirm that, in both economic and social terms, the most productive policies
and investments are those that empower people to maximize their capacities, resources and
opportunities. We acknowledge that social and economic development cannot be secured in
a sustainable way without the full participation of women and that equality and equity between

women and men is a priority for the int i i
. ernational community and as such must
of economic and social development. ' pe at the centre

8.  We acknowledge that people are at the centre of our concerns for sustainable

development and that they i : N 1 :
enviroxl:ment. at they are entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with the

9. . We gather here to commit ourselves, our Governments and i i

_socml development throughout the world so that all men and womc‘:l,mesn;;::(;anﬂytoﬂzg;aﬁ?iﬁg
in poverty, may exercise the rights, utilize the resources and share the responsi'bilities tha%
enable thcm to lead satisfying lives and to contribute to the well-being of their families, their
communities and humankind. To support and promote these efforts must be the ovér'riding

goals of the international community, especially wi :
: ’ y with respect to tho
unemployment and social exclusion. L se suffering from poverty,

10. 'We make this solemn commitment on the eve of the fiftieth annive i
Nations and with a determination to capture the unique possibilities 6tfem§ag t?li t::dli?:;:
co.ld war to promote social development and social justice. We reaffirm and are guided by the
Prlnmpl'es of the Charter of the United Nations and by agreements reached at rele}:(a.nt
mtemat_xonal cqnferences, including the World Summit for Children, held at New York in 1990
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, held at Rio de Janeiro u;
1992, the WOFld Conference on Human Rights, held at Vienna in 1993, the Global Conference
on the Sugtamable Development of Small Island Developing States, held at Bridgetown,
Bafbac!os, in 1994 and the International Conference on Population and Development, held at-
Cairo in 199‘}. By this Summit we launch a new commitment to social development in each
of our countries and a new era of international cooperation between Governments and peoples

based on a spirit of partnership that i irati
puts the needs, rights and aspirat
centre of our decisions and joint actions. @ i

”:h We gather here_ in Copenhagen in a Summit of hope, commitment and action. We gather
with full awareness f)f the difficulty of the tasks that lie ahead but with a conviction that major
progress can be achieved, must be achieved and will be achieved. '

12.  We commit ourselves to this Declaration and Progra.mmé of Action for enhancing social
development and ensuring human well-being for all throughout the world now and into the
twer}ty-ﬁrst_ century. We invite all people, in all countries and in all walks of life, as well as
the international community, to join us in our common cause. :

A. Current social situation and reasons for convening the Summit
13.  We are witnessing in countries throughout the world the expansion of prosperity for

some, unfortun.ate'ly a'ccompanied by an expansion of unspeakable poverty for others. This
glaring contradiction is unacceptable and needs to be corrected through urgent actions.




14. Globalization, which is a consequence of increased human mobility, enhanced
communications, greatly increased trade and capital flows and technological developments,
opens new opportunities for sustained economic growth and development of the worid
economy, particularly in developing countries. Globalization also permits countries to share
experiences and to learn from one another’s achievements and difficulties as well as facilitating
a cross-fertilization of ideals, cultural values and aspirations. At the same time, the rapid
processes of change and adjustment have been accompanied by intensified poverty,
unemployment and social disintegration. Threats to human well-being, such as environmental
risks, have also been globalized. Furthermore, the global transformations of the world
economy are profoundly changing the parameters of social development in all countries. The
challenge is how to manage these processes and threats so as to enhance their benefits and

mitigate their negative effects upon people.
15. There has been progress in some areas of social and economic development, inter alia:

(a) The global wealth of nations has multiplied sevenfold in the past 50 years and
international trade has grown even more dramatically; ;

(b) Life expectancy, literacy and primary education, and access to basic health care,
including family planning, have increased in the majority of countries and average infant
mortality has been reduced, including in developing countries;

(c) Democratic pluralism, democratic institutions and fundamental civil liberties have
expanded. Decolonization efforts have achieved much progress, while the elimination of
apartheid is a historic achievement. -

16. Yet we recognize that far too many people, and particularly women and children, are
vulnerable to stress and deprivation. Poverty, unemployment and social disintegration too often
result in isolation, marginalization and violence. The insecurity many people, in particular
vulnerable people, face about the future - their own and their children’s - is intensifying:

, (a) Within many societies, both in developed and developing countries, the gap
between rich and poor has increased. Further, and despite the fact that some developing
countries are growing rapidly, the gap between developed and many developing countries, -
particularly the least developed countries, has widened;

(b) More than one billion people in the world live in abject poverty, most of whom
go hungry every day. A large proportion, the majority of whom are women, have very limited
access to income, resources, education, health care or nutrition, particularly in Africa and the

least developed countries;

(c) There are also serious social problems of a different nature and magnitude in
countries with economies in transition and those experiencing fundamental political, economic
and social transformations; -

(c-l) The major cause of the continued deterioration of the global environment is the
uns-usta.mable pattern of consumption and production, particularly in industrialized countries,
which is a matter of grave concern, aggravating poverty and imbalances;

_ (e) Continued growth in the world’s population, its structure and distribution, and its
relationship with poverty and social and gender inequality, challenge the adaptive capacities
of Governments, individuals, social institutions and the natural environment;

(f)  Over 120 million people worldwide are officially unemployed and many more are
underemployed. Too many young people, including those with formal education, have little
hope of finding productive work;

(g) More women than men live in absolute poverty, and the imbalance continues: to
grow, w1th serious consequences for women and their children. Women carry a
disproportionate share of the problems of coping with poverty, social disintegration,
unemployment, environmental degradation and the effects of war;
- (h) One of the world’s largest minorities, more than 1 in 10, are people with
dlsa_b.ilities, who are too often forced into poverty, unemployment and social isolation. In
addition, in all countries, older persons may be particularly vulnerable to social exclusion |
poverty and marginalization; ,

' (i) : Millions' of people worldwide are refugees or internally displaced persons. The
tragic social consequences have a critical effect on the social stability and development of their -
home country, their host country and the respective regions.

17.  While these problems are global in character and affect all countries, we clearly
acknowledge that the situation of most developing countries, and particularly of Africa and the
least developed countries, is critical and requires special attention and action. We also
acknowledge that these countries, undergoing fundamental political, economic and social
transformation, including those in the process of consolidating peace and democracy, require
the support of the international community. -

18. Cguntries w:ith economies in transition, which are also undergoing fundamental political,
economic and social transformation, require the support of the international community as well.

19. .Other countries undergoing fundamental political, economic and social transformation
require the support of the international community as well.

20. The goals and objectives of social development require continuous efforts to reduce and
eliminate major sources of social distress and instability for the family and for society. We
pledge our particular focus on and priority attention to the fight against worldwide conditions
that pose severe threats to the health, safety, peace, security and well-being of our people.
Among these conditions are chronic hunger, malnutrition, illicit drug problems, organized




crime, corruption, foreign occupation, armed conflicts, illicit arms trafficking, terrorism,
intolerance and incitement to racial, ethnic, religious and other hatreds, xenophobia, and
endemic, communicable and chronic diseases. To this end, coordination and cooperation at the.
national level and in particular at the regional and international levels should be further

strengthened.

21. In this context, the negative impact on development of excessive military expenditures,
arms trade and investment for arms production and acquisition must be addressed.

22.  Communicable diseases constitute a serious health problem in all countries, are a major
cause of death globally and, in many cases, their incidence is increasing. These diseases are
a hindrance to social development and often the cause of poverty and social exclusion. The
prevention, treatment and control of these diseases, covering a spectrum from tuberculosis and -

malaria to HIV/AIDS, must be given highest priority.

23.  We can continue to hold the trust of the people of the world only if we make their needs
our priority. We know that poverty, lack of productive employment and social disintegration
are an offence to human dignity. We also know that they are negatively reinforcing and
represent a waste of human resources and a manifestation of ineffectiveness in the functioning
of markets and economic and social institutions and processes. -

24. Our challenge is to establish a people-centred framework for social development to guide
us now and in the future, to build a culturé of cooperation and partnership and to respond to
the immediate needs of those who are most affected by human distress. We are determined-
to meet this challenge and promote social development throughout the world.

B. Principles and goals

25. We Heads of State and Government are committed to a political, economic, ethical and
spiritual vision for social development based on human dignity, human rights, equality, respect, -
peace, democracy, mutual responsibility and cooperation, and full respect for- the various
religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of people. Accordingly, we will give the
highest priority in national, regional and international policies and actions to the promotion of -
social progress, justice and the betterment of the human condition, based on full participation -

by all.
26. To this end we will create a framework for action to:

(a) Place people at the centre of development and direct our economies to meet human
needs more effectively;

(b) Fulfil our responsibility for present and future generations by ensuring equity
among generations, and protecting the integrity and sustainable use of our environment;

(c) _Reco'gnize thi'lt, while social development is a national responsibility, it cannot be
successﬁ..llly achieved without the collective commitment and efforts of the international
community;

(c.i) Integrate economic, cultural and social policies so that théy become mutually
supportive, and acknowledge the interdependence of public and private spheres of activity;

(e) Recognize that the achievement of sustained social develo t i '
broadly based economic policies; pment requires sound,

. ) Prorn_ote derfmcracy, human dignity, social justice and solidarity at the national,
reglon_al _ apd . mtt_amatlonal levels; ensure tolerance, non-violence, pluralism and
non-discrimination in full respect of diversity within and among societies;

- (g) Promofe the equitable distribution of income and greater access to resources through
equity and equality of opportunity for all;

' (h) Rccogﬂm the family as the basic unit of society and acknowledge that it plays a key
role 1{1‘s.’oc1al development and as such should be strengthened, with attention to the rights
capabilities -and responsibilities of its members. In different cultural, political and sociaf
systen:ts various forms of family exist. It is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and
support;

(i) Ensure that disafivantaged and vulnerable persons and groups are included in sociat
develprment, and ﬂ}at society acknowledges and responds to the consequences of disability by
securlr}gl the legal rights of the individual and by making the physical and social environment
accessible; -

(5) Promote universal respect for, and observance and protection of, all human rights
and f}mdame-nta.l freedoms for all, including the right to development; promote the effective
exercise of rights and the discharge of respensibilities at all levels of society; promote equality
and equity between women and men; orotect the rights of children and youth; and promote the
strengthening of social integration and civil society;

(k) Reaffirm the right of self-determination of all peoples, in particular of peoples
under colon%al or other forms of alien domination or foreign occupation, and the importance
of the effective realization of this right, as enunciated, inter alia, in the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference on Human Rights;

(I)  Support progress and security for people and communities whereby every member

of society is enabled to satisfy basic human needs and to realize his or her personal dignity,
safety and creativity;




(m) Recognize and support indigenous people in their pursuit of economic and social
development with full respect for their identity, traditions, forms of social organization and

cultural values;

(n) Underline . the importance of transparent and accountable governance and

administration in all public and private national and international institutions;

(0) Recognize that empowering people, particularly women, to strengthen their own
capacities is a main objective of development and its principal resource. Empowerment
requires the full participation of people in the formulation, implementation and evaluation of

decisions determining the functioning and well-being of our societies;

_ (p) Assert the universality of social development, and outline a new and strengthened
approach to social development, with a renewed impetus for international cooperation and

partnership;
(q) Improve the possibility of older persons achieving a better life;

(r) Recognize that the new information technologies and.new approaches to

and use of technologies by people living in poverty can help in fulfilling social development

goals; and therefore recognize the need to facilitate access to such technologies;

(s) Strengthen policies and programmes that improve, ensure and broaden the

participation of women in all spheres of political, economic, social and cultural life

partners, and improve their access to all resources needed for the full exercise of their

fundamental rights;

access to

, as equal

(t) Create the political, legal, material and social conditions that allow for the
voluntary repatriation of refugees in safety and dignity to their countries of origin, and the

voluntary and safe return of internally displaced persons to their places of origin
smooth reintegration into their societies;

and their

(u) ‘Emphasize the importance of the return of all prisoners of war, persons missing in
action and hostages to their families, in accordance with international conventions, in order to

reach full social development.

27.  We acknowledge that it is the primary responsibility of States to attain these goals. We
also acknowledge that these goals cannot be achieved by States alone. The international
community, the United Nations, the multilateral financial institutions, all regional organizations

and local authorities, and all actors of civil society need to positively contribute their
of efforts and resources in order to reduce inequalities among people and

between developed and developing countries in a global effort to reduce social tensions,

to create greater social and economic stability and security. Radical political,
economic changes in the countries with economies in transition have been accomp

own share

narrow the gap

and
social and
anied by a

deterioration in their e i i
conomic and social situation. We invi
R ' n. invite all people to express thei
S activmtelllear;:dtczhinhancmg tht-: human.condltion through concrete actions inptheir t;l\:fg
ough assuming specific civic responsibilities.

C. Commitments

28.  Our global drive for social development and the recommendati

: ! ' _ ndations for acti ntai

:2 tg;ﬁlngﬁ;m; 0:; i::uhct:;:n are made in a sp-irit‘ of consensus and intematiroﬁlc::lloc::ri;lir;d

R Ie purposes and prmc1ples of the Charter of the United Nations’

s o o ulation and unplementfmon of strategies, ‘policies, programmes a.nci

s o SR S(;];leent Clzare tl:ne rcsponsnbi.lity of each country and should take into

full respect for the va;ious lreli:rilouzrlavlntr:l{}:tx}nlif::relltlal a‘ilV?rSitY e e e A

convictions of its people, and in conformity w1t¥1 alllfimgﬁtasc ﬂouﬁ?::j;ailn:nﬂﬁ ?Zoeghjcal
reedoms.

331} dar?(; th;azis;i cf a‘lal.;r cofnf‘t}on prrsuit of social development, which aims at social justice
sovereign’ty ‘and teiri torialegua,ltj-( within and among countries, in full respect for nationai
iy, b : {ntegnty, as well as policy objectives, development priorities and

cultural diversity, and full respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms

we launch a global drive fo i
e 5o r social progress and development embodied in the following

Commitment 1

We commit ourselves to

I create an economic, political, soci ultural and

nv : , , social, al
environment that will enable people to achieve social development : R

To th:z end, at the national level, we will:

¥ ! .

- cfuzes :;c(;vlde a stablc‘leg.al fram'ework, in accordance with our constitutions, laws and

A i an,d g _con;;stent with international law and obligations, which includes anc’l promotes

i andq:;:;ymlnve?r; women and men, full respect for all human rights and fundamental
e of law, access to justice, eliminati iscri

1 5 ion of all forms of discriminati

T:Int;par;?t apd accoumgble governance and administration and the encoura; er?nl:a:lon,f

partnership with free and representative organizations of civil society; gl

(h) :li'.'il[E an enabl"lg CCOIIDIII‘C sll'lr Dtu]lcrlt alrlled at Iﬂlrlotul Illgla equltab




by settling disputes by peaceful means;

(c) Reinforce, as appropriate, the means and capacities for people to participate in the
formulation and implementation of social and economic policies and programmes ‘through
decentralization, open management of public institutions and strengthening of the abilities and

opportunities of civil society and local communities to develop their own organizations,

resources and activities;

(d) Reinforce peace by promoiing tolerance, non-violence and respect for diversity, and

(¢) Promote dynamic, open, free markets, while recognizing the need to intervene in
markets, to the extent necessary, to prevent or counteract market failure, promote stability and
long-term investment, ensure fair competition and ethical conduct and harmonize economic and
social development, including the development and implementation of appropriate programmes
that would entitle and enable people living in poverty and disadvantage, especially women, to
participate fully and productively in the economy and society;

(f) Reaffirm, promote and strive to ensure the realization of the rights set out in
relevant international instruments and declarations, such as the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Declaration on the Right
to Development, including those relating to education, food, shelter, employment, health and
information, particularly in order to assist people living in poverty;

(g) Create the comprehensive conditions to allow for the voluntary repatriation of
refugees in safety and dignity to their countries of origin and the voluntary and safe return of -
internally displaced persons to their places of origin and their smooth reintegration into their

societies.

At the international level, we will:

(h) Promote international peace and security and make and support all efforts to settle
international disputes by peaceful means in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations;

(i) . Strengthen international cooperation for achieving social development;

(j) Promote and implement policies to create a supportive external economic

environment, through, inter alia, cooperation in the fo
macroeconomic policies, trade liberalization, mobilization and/or provision of new and
additional financial resources that are both adequate and predictable and mobilized in a way
that maximizes the availability of such resources for sustainable development, using all
available funding sources and mechanisms, enhanced financial stability, and more equitable
access of developing countries to global markets, productive investments and technologies and

appropriate knowledge, with due consideration to the needs of countries with economies in

transition;

rmulation and implementation of

(k) Strive to i i n
ensure that international agreements relating to trade, investment
£l ?
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(I)  Support, particularl 3

: e y through technical and financi :
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CO‘mmitment 2

To this end, at the national | in partn
s evel, in partnership with al g0ss : ]
context of a multidimensional and integrated approapch s l_filtl:.tors of civil society and in the

a
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services, and participate in decision-making on a policy and regulatory environment that would
enable them to benefit from expanding employment and economic opportunities;

- (d) Develop and implement policies to ensure that all people have adequate economic
and social protection during unemployment, ill health, maternity, child rearing, widowhood,

disability and old age;

(¢) Ensure that national budgets and policies are oriented, as necessary, to meeting
basic needs, reducing inequalities and targeting poverty, as a strategic objective;

(f) Seek to reduce inequalities, increase opportunities and access t0 resources and
income, and remove any political, legal, economic and social factors and constraints that foster

and sustain inequality.

At.the international level, we will:

(g) Strive to ensure that the international community and international organizations,
particularly the multilateral financial institutions, assist developing countries and all countries -
in need in their efforts to achieve our overall goal of eradicating poverty and ensuring basic

social protection;

(h) Encourage all international donor; and multilateral development banks to support
policies and programmes for the attainment, in a sustained manner, of the specific efforts of”
the developing countries and all countries in need relating to people-centred sustainable

development and to meeting basic needs for all; to assess their existing programmes in
consultation with the concerned developing countries to ensuré the achievement of the agreed
programme objectives; and to seek to ensure that their own policies and programmes will
advance the attainment of agreed development goals that focus on meeting basic needs for all
and eradicating absolute poverty. Efforts should be made to ensure that participation by the

people concerned is an integral part of such programmes;

(i)  Focus attention on and support the special needs of countries and regions in which
there are substantial concentrations of people living in poverty, in particular those in South

Asia, and which therefore face serious difficulties in achieving social and economic
development. :

Commitment 3

We commit ourselves to promoting the goal of full employment as a basic priority of our
economic and social policies, and to enabling all men and women to attain secure and
sustainable livelihoods through freely chosen productive employment and work.

To this end, at the national level, we will:

(a) Put the creation of emplo 1
| yment, the reduction of unemployment and th i
e
gg agﬂiiﬂ:i anﬁ1 acélelﬁuat_ely ren}unerated employment at the centre of strategies aféopﬁﬁ:ic::rsl
. respect for workers’ rights, with the participati
workers and their respective organizati i ] omtion toci s
ganizations, and giving special attention to the probl
sc;itructural long-term uneqlployment and underemployment of youth, women p:; lems 'Olf
isabilities and all other disadvantaged groups and individuals; , i

(b) Develop policies to expand iti
olic pand work opportunities and productivity i
:;2?;1 t?ectorst blj;rn alcluevmg economic growth, investing in hlI:man r:,slotflr:; b:l):l\:cll.l:);al:l::f
oting technologies that generate productive = emplo uraging
self-employment, entrepreneurship and small and medium-sizeit)i grﬁl:rr;)tr‘iscsa}nd N

(c) Improve access to land, credit, i ion, i

- ’ t, information, infrastructure and other producti
resources for small. and micro-enterprises,- including those in the informal sector. \.!\ritl'lprart'il cttlllve
emphasis on the disadvantaged sectors of society; % ' o ol

(d) Develop policies to ensure that workers and employers have the education

- . a » . .
f‘ l ww .

(e) Explore innovative opti i
) ptions for employment creati
generating income and purchasing power; i | e

(f) Foster policies tha . o . :
ressonsibilitiog P t enable people to combine their paid work with their family

(g) Pay particular attention to women’s access to employment, the protection of their

position in the labour market and the i
2 ’ promotion of equal trea .
particular with respect to pay; q tment of women and men, in

develo(h) Iake dl{e account o_f the i_mportance of the informal sector in our employment
pment strategies, with a view to increasing its contribution to the eradication of poverty

and to social integration in d i : P
formal economy; gration in developing. countries, and to. strengthening its linkages with the

oy o(rll)c Purs:c the gt:')al of ensuring quality jobs, and safeguard the basic rights and interests
% e ers, and to 'tl'us Fnd, _freely promote respect for relevant International Labour
thegzzﬁz:g;n (il‘onven.txo.ns, ":Elmmhg those pertaining to prohibition of forced and child labour

of association, the right to organiz ' i inci ‘
s P g ganize and bargain collectively and the principle of




At the international level, we will:

(i) Ensure that migrant workers benefit from the protections provided by relevant
national and international instruments, take concrete and effective measures against the
exploitation of migrant workers and encourage all countries to consider the ratification and full
implementation of the relevant international instruments on migrant workers;

(k) Foster international cooperation in macroeconomic policies, liberalization of trade
and investment so as to promote sustained economic growth and the creation of employment,
and exchange experiences on successful policies and programmes aimed at increasing
employment and reducing unemployment.

Commitment 4

We commit ourselves to promoting social integration by fostering societies that are
stable, safe and just and based on the promotion and protection of all human rights, and on
non-discrimination, tolerance, respect for diversity, equality of opportunity, solidarity, security
and participation of all people, including disadvantaged and vulnerable groups and persons.

To this end, at the national level, we will:

(a) Promote respect for democracy, the rule of law, pluralism and diversity, tolerance -

and responsibility, non-violence and solidarity by encouraging educational systems and
communication media and local communities and organizations to raise people’s understanding
and awareness of all aspects of social integration;

(b) Formulate or strengthen policies and strategies geared to the elimination of
discrimination in all its forms and the achievement of social integration based on equality and
respect for human dignity;

(c) Promote access for all to education, information, technology and know-how as
essential means to enhancing communication and participation in civil, political, economic,
social and cultural life, and ensure respect for civil, political, economic, social and cultural

rights;

(d) Ensure the protection and full integration into the economy and society of
disadvantaged and vulnerable groups and persons;

(¢) Formulate or strengthen measures to ensure respect for, and protection of, the
human rights of migrants, migrant workers and their families, to eliminate the increasing acts
of racism and xenophobia in sectors of many societies and to promote greater harmony and

tolerance in all societies;

o (f) Recognize .and respect the right of indigenous people to maintain and develop their
1der§t1ty, culture and interests, support their aspirations for social justice and provide an
environment that enables them to participate in the social, economic and political life of their
country; :

(g) . Fos'fer the social protection and full integration into the economy and society of
veterans, including veterans and victims of the Second World War and other wars;

'(h) -Acknowledge and encourage the contribution of people of all age groups as equally
and v1t'ally important for the building of a harmonious society, and foster dialogue between
generations in all parts of society;

(i) Recognize and respect cultural, ethnic and religious diversity and promote and
protect the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities,
and take measures to facilitate their full participation in all aspects of the political, economic,
social, religious and cultural life of society and in the economic progress and social
development of their country; g

() $trengthen tht? ability of local communities and groups with common concerns to
develop their own prgamzations and resources and to propose policies relating to social
development, including through the activities of non-governmental organizations;

(k) . Strengthen. institutions that enhance social integration, recognizing the central role
of the family and providing it with an environment that assures its protection and support. In
different cultural, political and social systems, various forms of the family exist;

_ ()  Address the problems of crime, violence and illicit drugs as factors of social
disintegration.

At the international level, we will:

(m) Encourage the ratification, the avoidance as far as possible of the resort to
_reservations, and the implementation of international instruments and adherence to
internationally recognized declarations relevant to the elimination of discrimination and the
promotion and protection of all human rights;

_(n) Fprthcr enhance international mechanisms for the provision of humanitarian and
financial assistance to refugees and host countries that promote appropriate shared
responsibility;

(0) Promote international cooperation and partnership on the basis of equality, mutual
respect and mutual benefit.

........




Commitment 5

We commit ourselves to promoting full respect for human dignity and to achieving
equality and equity between women and men, and to recognizing and enhancing the
participation and leadership roles of women in political, civil, economic, social and cultural life
and in development.

To this end, at the national level, we will:

(a) Promote changes in attitudes, structures, policies, laws and practices in order to
eliminate all obstacles to human dignity, equality and equity in the family and in society, and
promote full and equal participation of urban and rural women, and women with disabilities,
in social, economic and political life, including in the formulation, implementation and
follow-up of public policies and programmes;

(b) Establish structures, policies, objectives and measurable goals to ensure gender
balance and equity in decision-making processes at all levels and broaden women’s political,
economic, social and cultural opportunities and independence and support the empowerment
of women, including through their various organizations, especially those of indigenous women
and those at the grass-roots level, and among the poverty-stricken sections, including through
affirmative action, where necessary, and also through measures to integrate a gender
perspective in the design and implementation of economic and social policies;

(c) Promote full and equal access of women to literacy, education and training and
remove all obstacles to their access to credit and other productive resources and to their ability
to buy, hold and sell property and land equally with men;

(d) Take appropriate measures to ensure, on the basis of equality of men and women,
universal access to the widest range of health-care services, including those relating to
reproductive health care, consistent with the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development;

(¢) Remove the remaining restrictions on women’s rights to own land, inherit property
or borrow money, and ensure women'’s equal right to work;

(f) Establish policies, objectives and goals that enhance the equality of status, welfare
and opportunity of the girl child, especially in regard to health, nutrition, literacy and
education, recognizing that gender discrimination starts at the earliest stages of life;

(g) Promote equal partnership between women and men in family and community life
and society, emphasize the shared responsibility of men and women in the care of children and
support for older family members and emphasize men’s shared responsibility and promote their

active involvement in responsible parenthood and responsible sexual and reproductive behaviour;

. (hl) Take e.ﬁ'fective measures, including through the enactment and enforcement of laws
and implement policies to combat and eliminate all forms of discrimination, exploitation abuse’

and violence against women and gi i i i
' girl children, in accordance with relev i i
instruments and declarations; R

(i) Promote and protect the full and equal enj i
P Myl q njoyment by women of all human rights

(:|)_ Formulftte or strengthen policies and practices to ensure that women are enabled
to participate fully in paid work and in employment through such measures as positive action

education, training, appropriate protection under labour legislati ilitati
: . ! tion and facil isi
of quality child care and other support services. . PRl L provision

At the international level, we will:

(k) Promote and protect women’s human rights and encour; ificati i
pOSS.lblc by the year 2000, the avoidance, as far as pofsible, of the re:so%te t;h :es:t\:?t(i:gs:n;mg
thr: lrpp!emz':ntatlon of the provisions of the Convention on the Elimination of All Fon;s of
Dlscnmma'tlon. against Women and other relevant instruments, as well as the implementation
of the I-\Ialrobx Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement. of Women, the Geneva
Declaration on the Economic Advancement of Rural Women and the Progmnl;nc of Action
adopted by the International Conference on Population and Development;

()  Give specific attention to the preparations for the Fourth World Conference on

Women, to be held at Beijing in September 1995, and to the i i
, to ! impl -
the conclusions of that Conference; e e o

. '(m) Promote i.ntemation?l cooperation to assist developing countries, at their request,
in their efforts to achieve equality and equity and the empowerment of women;

i (n) Devise su?table means to recognize and make visible the full extent of the work
of women and all their contributions to the national economy, including contributions in the
unremunerated and domestic sectors.

Commitment 6

We commit ourselves to promoting and attaining the goals of universal and equitable
access to quality education, the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and
the access of all to primary health care, making particular efforts to rectify inequalities relating
to socngl conditions and without distinction as to race, national origin, gender, age or disability;
respecting apd promoting our common and particular cultures; striving to strengthen the rolf;
of culture in development; preserving the essential bases of people-centred sustainable




development and contributing to the full develop
development. The purpose of these activities is to eradicate poverty,

productive employment and foster social integration.

To this end, at the national level, we will:

(a) Formulate and strengthen timebound
illiteracy and universalization of basic education,
primary education and education for the illiterate,
introduction, if possible, of national languages in the educatio
various means of non-formal education, striving to attain the hi

learning;

nal system and by support

(b) Emphasize lifelong learning by seeking to impr
ensure that people of all ages are provi

ethical and social values required to develop their full capacities in health and dignity

participate fully in the social, economic and political process 0
women and girls should be considered a priority group;

_ (c) Ensure that children, particularly girls, enjoy the
of those rights by making education, adequate nutrition and

consistent with the Convention on the
and responsibilities of parents and other persons legally responsible for children;

(d) Take appropriate and affirmative steps to enable all ¢
attend and complete school and to close the gender gap in primary,

higher education;

(¢) Ensure full and equal access
investing in women's education is the
productivity and social returns in terms of health, lower i

for high fertility;

key element in achieving social equality,

(f) Ensure equal educational opportunities at all levels for
with disabilities, in integrated settings, taking full account of in

situations;

(g) Recognize and support the right of indige
is responsive to their specific needs,
health care;

licies, with gender perspective,

(h) Develop specific educational po
in order to accelerate the conversion 0

appropriate mechanisms at all levels of society

ment of human resources and to social
promote full and

national strategies for the eradication of
which includes early childhood education,
in all communities, in particular for the

ghest possible standard of

ove the quality of education to
ded with useful knowledge, reasoning ability, skills and

f development. In this regard,

ir rights and promote the exercise
health care accessible to them,

Rights of the Child, and recognizing the rights,

hildren and adolescents 10
secondary, vocational and

to education for girls and women, recognizing that

nfant mortality and the reduced need

children, youth and adults
dividual differences and

nous people to education in a manner that
aspirations and cultures, and ensure their full access to

and design

of the

and to

duties

higher

f general

l l .

educat(ign aitdre!:gthep the linj_cs'between lgbour market and education policies, realizing that
syl an(()icanq:lal trlammg are vital elements in job creation and in combating
loyr social exclusion in our societies, i i i
and scientific research in all plans of social dZ\;:iso;nni:tl?phaSlze e e
(5) Develop broad-based education . |
/ programmes that promote and stren
g:; il;lll:;gnz? t1-1lghts and ﬁmdan}ept:al freedoms, including the right to dcvelopmgetrl\l: npigftl:s:;
ol trajning erance, rfislponlsllf!l:xhty and respect for the diversity and rights of others, and
ng in peaceful co ict resolution, in iti i i ;
s oty i 7 recognition of the United Nations Decade

(k) Focus on learning acquisition and

. . outcome, broaden the i

axf:tlon, enhance the environment for learning and strengthr::an;a?;dersmscqp: 0;:8810
rnments, n?p-govemn:'lental organizations, the private sector, local communitief li e

groups and families to achieve the goal of education for all; S

()  Establish or strengthen both sch |
' ool-based and community-based heal i
Eriir;mmes for cluldren_, adolescents and adults, with special aﬂentigl to girls znc:h wf:::zznzl:l
ey g; t;ancgifu?:sh:;l;hr;sss:oes, '?ﬁl-c:?e of tEhe: prerequisites for social development, recogni;ing
. » dut _ nsibilities of parents and other perso i
children, consistent with the Convention on the Rights of the Chil<:11°s s oo o

. eq::.lr:l)ity E;;:iedxte .Zi?fqrts to af:h1eye the. goals of national "health-for-all" strategies, based
e social justice in line with the Declaratiofi on Primary Health Care by
= _d_P g or updating counPry action plans or programmes to ensure unive’rsal

on-discriminatory access to basic health services, including sanitation and drinkin ;
protect health and promote nutrition education and preventive health programmcs-g e

. depe(:gem Sgi‘i’:gto s fhal parstis i disbiifies have scoes to rabilitation and other
V. ame assistive technology to enable them o .
well-being, .independence and full participation in society; to maximize their

(o) Ensure an integrated and intersectoral as

; . approach so as to provide for th i
and promotion of health for all in economic and social developmel:)t, :a;mor coe grotectmr:c
health dimensions of policies in all sectors; fy SHETTRISS ©

(p) Seek to attain maternal and child health objecti

- . ' objectives, especially the objecti

Ed}lc:jng cl'uld and maternal mortality, of the 1990 World Summit for )éhjldr:nf C;:;Visgng
nited Nations Conference on Environment and Development and the 1994 International

Conference on Population and Development; e




pandemic by providing

appropriate car
HIV/AIDS, and taking all necessary steps to eliminate every form of discrimination against and

isolation of those living with HIV/AIDS;

awareness, including awareness of unsustainable patterns of consumption and production.

(q) Strengthen national efforts to address more effectively the growing HIV/AIDS
necessary education and prevention services, working to ensure that
e and support services are available and accessible to those affected by

(r) Promote, in all educational and health polices and programmes, environmental

At the international level, we will:

(s) Strive to ensure that international organizatibns, in particular the international
financial institutions, support these objectives, integrating them into their policy programmes
and operations as appropriate. This should be complemented by renewed bilateral and regional

cooperation;

(t) Recognize the importance of the cultural dimension of development to ensure
respect for cultural diversity and that of our common human cultural heritage. Creativity

should be recognized and promoted;

(u) Request United Nations agencies, notably the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World Health Organization, and other international
organizations dedicated to the promotion of education, culture and health, to give greater
emphasis to the overriding goals of eradicating poverty, promoting full and productive.
employment and fostering social integration;

(v) Strengthen intergovernmental organizations that utilize various forms of education

e; disseminate information through education and communication media; help

to promote cultur
professional training and scientific

spread the use of technologies; and promote technical and
research;

(w) Provide support for stronger, better coordinated global actions against major
diseases that take a heavy toll of human lives, such as malaria, tuberculosis, cholera, typhoid
fever and HIV/AIDS. In this context, continue to support the Joint and Co-sponsored United

Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS;

(x) Share knowledge, experience and expertise and enhance creativity, for example by
promoting the transfer of technology, in the designing and delivery of effective education,
training and health programmes and policies, including substance-abuse awareness, prevention
and rehabilitation programmes, which will result, inter alia, in endogenous capacity-building;

(y) Intensify and coordinate international support for education and health programmes
based on respect for human dignity and focused on the protection of all women and child;en.
especially against exploitation, trafficking and harmful practices such as child prostitution,

female genital mutilation and child marriages.

Commitment 7

omi 3

To this end, we will:

g ’ g

climate for trade and investm i iori
ent, give priority to human resource
promote the development of democratic institutions; re development and further

diversification efforts through internati 00
. ; tional ¢ ration, i i i
secliiibal aad cileial askiabince, ‘4 well 93 tradpee 131)1; mcluthIE South-South cooperation,

 (c) Find effective; development-oriented and durable solutic
. . : utl i
?;otﬁgzrll;;i ;hl(';ﬂ%h ;::.heD ;rgemei;:l;ate 1mplemf:ntation of the terms of debt fo?'gnisve:xoes: % :::rtn
or other debt-relief rmear.lsllurers;lg;?:\‘;it:mltl(:cl eir:t:zgstaizsna?ebtt' reduFtiOI}, L o o i
:jt::;:‘viili\trlcl 2p3foaches to a§si§t low-income countries with !:Ti‘;ﬁl pll-g;t;:'uﬁt:)?lnif t;urt?:;:ai
ot Db E:le\;e‘trolallevxanng their debt burden; develop techniques of debt conversion
i Shoulde tEI‘itl:m:.m-nt programmes z_md projects in conformity with Summit priorities
las oy i t? l:\ltf:i account the mid-term review of the United Nations New Agendz;
laradlordys pment 0 ca in the 1990s and the Programme of Action for the L
oped Countries for the 1990s, and should be implemented as soon as possiblie' s

Aﬁica((;)ecidigsﬁ;e ttt.l;;: i';lril;:r:ar?cr:]:tion of the strategies and measures for the development of
' ional community, and support the refi

; : Y, reform efforts,

strategies and programmes decided by the African countries and the least dejgfnpggv:cizﬁgliiﬁ

e ease ; :
an irr(lp)rovelnig b ;f;ﬁc‘::lzlnsc‘l:tveltopm' ;lnt assistance, both in total and for social programmes
. istent with countries’ economic circumstan : :
as ; . ; Sl Irc ces and i
sist, and consistent with commitments in international agreements; it

Those(goung?e:;slél:r rz_atify.ing the.Unitcd Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in
periencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa,

and support African countries in the i ;
Pl e implementation : . .
and miigate the effects of dEought P of urgent action to combat desertification

el lElga)rly T}'{i;l‘t; AaIlIl)Snecessary_ measures aimed at ensuring that communicable diseases
t / S, malaria and tuberculosis, do not restrict or reverse the .
in economic and social development. PESEIES/ s




Commitment 8

We commit ourselves to ensuring that when structural adjustment programmes are agreed

to, they include social development goals, in particular eradicating poverty, promoting full and
productive employment and enhancing social integration.

To this end, at the national level, we will:

(a) Promote basic social programmes and expenditures, in particular those affecting
the poor and the vulnerable segments of society, and protect them from budget reductions
while increasing the quality and effectiveness of social expenditures;

(b) Review the impact of structural adjustment programmes on social development,
including, where appropriate, by means of gender-sensitive social impact assessments and other
relevant methods, in order to develop policies to reduce their negative effects and improve their
positive impact; the cooperation of international financial institutions in the review could be

requested by interested countries;

(c) Promote, in the countries with economies in transition, an integrated approach to
the transformation process, addressing the social consequences of reforms and human resource

development needs;

(d) Reinforce the social development components of all adjustment policies and
programmes, including thoss resulting from the globalization of markets and rapid
technological change, by designing policies to promote more equitable and enhanced access
to income and resources;

(e) Ensure that women do not bear a disproportionate burden of the transitional costs
of such processes.

At the international level, we will:

() Work to ensure that multilateral development banks and other donors complement
adjustment lending with enhanced targeted social development investment lending; -

(g) Strive to ensure that structural adjustment programmes respond to the economic
and social conditions, concerns and needs of each country;

(h) Enlist the support and cooperation of regional and international organizations and
the United Nations system, in particular the Bretton Woods institutions, in the design, social
management and assessment of structural adjustment policies, and in implementing social
development goals and integrating them into their policies, programmes and operations.

Commitment 9

We commit oursel.ves to increase significantly and/or utilize more efficiently the
resources allocated to social development in order to achieve the goals of the ‘Summit through
national action and regional and international cooperation.

To this end, at the national level, we will:

(a) Develop economic. policies to promote and mobilize domestic savings and attract
cxtemal resources for productive investment, and seek innovative sources of funding, both
public and private, for social programmes while ensuring their effective utilization;

(b) Implement macroeconomic and microeconomic polici i
) ' policies to ensure sustained
economic growth and sustainable development to support social development;

(c) Promote increased access to credit for small and micro-en i i i
‘ ' : : terprises, including those
in the informal sector, with particular emphasis on the disadvantaged sectors of socicé'

(d) Ensure that reliable statistics and statistical indicators are used to develop and

assess social policies and programmes so that economic and social resources are used
efficiently and effectively;

.(e) Ensqrc that, in accqrdance with national priorities and policies, taxation systems
are fair, progressive and economically efficient, cognizant of sustainable development concerns
and ensure effective collection of tax liabilities; ’

. () In the bud'getary' process, ensure transparency and accountability in the use of
public resources and give priority to providing and improving basic social services;

(2) _Undert_ake to explore new ways of generating new public and private financial
resources, inter alia, through the appropriate reduction of excessive military expenditures
mclu@qg global military expenditures and arms trade, and investments for arms production an&
acquisition, taking into consideration national security requirements, so as to allow possible
allocation of additional funds for social and economic development;

. (h) Utiliz.e and develop fully the potential and the contribution of cooperatives for the
attainment of soma! development goals, in particular the eradication of poverty, the generation
of full and productive employment and the enhancement of social integration.



At the international level, we will:

(i)  Seek to mobilize new and additional financial resources that are both adequate and
predictable and mobilized in a way that maximizes the availability of such resources and uses
all available funding sources and mechanisms, inter alia, multilateral, bilateral and private
sources, including on concessional and grant terms; i

(j) Facilitate the flow, to developing countries, of international finance, technology and
human skill in order to realize the objective of providing new and additional resources that are

both adequate and predictable;

(k) Facilitate the flow of international finance, technology and human skill towards the
countries with economies in transition;

_ (I) Strive for the fulfillment of the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of gross national
product for overall official development- assistance as soon as possible, and increase the share
of funding for social development programmes, commensurate with the scope and scale of
activities required to achieve the objectives and goals of the present Declaration and the

Programme of Action of the Summit;

: (m) Increase the flow of international resources to meet the needs of countries facing
_ problems relating to refugees and displaced persons;

(n) Support South-South cooperation, which can take advantage of the experience of’
developing countries that have overcome similar difficulties;

(o) Ensure the urgent implementation of existing debt:relief agreements and negotiate
further initiatives, in addition to existing ones, to alleviate the debts of the poorest and heavily
indebted low-income countries at an early date, especially through more favourable terms of
debt forgiveness, including application of the terms of debt forgiveness agreed upon in the
Paris Club in December 1994, which encompass debt reduction, including cancellation or other
debt-relief measures; where appropriate, these countries should be given a reduction of their
bilateral official debt sufficient to enable them to exit from the rescheduling process and
resume growth and development; invite the international financial institutions to examine
innovative approaches to assist low-income countries with a high proportion of multilateral
debt, with a view to alleviating their debt burden; techniques of debt conversion should be
developed and applied to social development programmes and projects in conformity with

Summit priorities;
(p) Fully implement the Final Act of the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade’
negotiations as scheduled, including the complementary provisions specified in the Marrakesh

agreement, in recognition of the fact that broadly based growth in incomes, employment and
trade are mutually reinforcing, taking into account the need to assist African countries and the

least develo- countries in evaluating the im . 1
¢ : )
e pedbeneﬁt el g impact of the implementation of the Final Act so

e n-Eg) Monitor t-hc impact of tradf: liberalization on the progress made in developing
intries to meet basncf human needs, giving particular attention to new initiatives to expand
their access to international markets; .

- (r) _ Give attentiqn to the needs of countries with economies in transition with réspect
ﬁﬂ;n_ e:-natlopal cooperation and financial and technical assistance, stressing the need forptehc
integration of economies in transition into the world economy, in particular to improve

market access for exports in accordance wi i
with mul g
esils o develoning: cowiTies tilateral trade rules, taking into account the

(s) Support United Nations develo
. t U pment efforts by a substantial i i
:'lcl); ;peranfmal ac(til;nntf:(s1 on a predictable, continuous and assured baxsis lﬁmnl:ugﬁu\?iﬁ
creasing needs of developing countries, as stated in General Asse ’ i
_ : mbly resoluti
and strengthen the capacity of the United Nations and the specialized ?ngncies I:o%ﬁlg {tlhi?;

responsibilities in the implementati X
Development. plementation of the outcome of the World Summit for Social

Commitment 10

We commit ourselves to an im:

. : : proved and strengthened framework for int i :
regmnal_l and su_breglonal cooperation for social development, in a spirit of parm;r:;ﬁemathtional,
the United Nations and other multilateral institutions. . R

To this end, at the national level, we will:

(a) Adopt the appropriate measures and i i
: mechanisms for implementing and monitori
:Jl}e tl(iutccnvme 'of the World Summit for Social Development, with the assistazﬁ:e upon :;C(l)lll.:sltg,
° e agencies, programmes and regional commissions of the United Nations system, with
road participation of all sectors of civil society. ’

At the regional level, we will:

. (b) Pursue such mechanisms and measures as are nec i i

pamcular regions or subregions. The regional commissions, inecs:f)a;nrger:t?gn azari)trhoprr:eatizn:ll
lntqrgoven.'u‘nental organizations and banks, could convene, on a biennial basis, a meeugn t
a high pollt_lcal level to evaluate progress made towards fulfilling the outcome c:f the Sum:gnia
exchange views on their respective experiences and adopt appropriate measures. The regionati




commissions should report, through the appropriate mechanisms, to the Economic and Social
Council on the outcome of the meeting.

At the international level, we will:

(c) Instruct our representatives to the institutions of the United Nations system,
international development agencies and multilateral development banks to enlist the support
and cooperation of these institutions to take appropriate and coordinated measures for
continuous and sustained progress in attaining the goals and commitments agreed to by the
Summit. The United Nations and the Bretton Woods institutions should establish regular and
substantive dialogue, including at the field level, for more effective and efficient coordination
of assistance for social development;

(d) Refrain from any unilateral measure not in accordance with international law and

the Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles to trade relations among States;

(e) Strengthen the structures, resources and processes of the Economic and Social

Council and its subsidiary bodies and other organizations within the United Nations system that

are concerned with economic and social development;

(f)  The Economic and Social Council should review and assess, on the basis of reports
of national Governments, regional commissions, relevant functional commissions and

United Nations specialized agencies, progress made by the international community towards-

implementing the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development and should report to
the General Assembly, accordingly, for its appropriate consideration and action;

(g) The General Assembly should hold a special session in the year 2000 for an overall

review and appraisal of the implementation of the outcome of the Summit and consider further

actions and initiatives.

20 March 1995,

COPENHAGEN PROGRAMME OF ACTION

ADOPTED BY THE y

WORLD SUMMIT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

(Copenhagen, 6-12 March 1995)

(ADVANCE UNEDITED TEXT)
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PROGRAMME OF ACTION

1.. The present Programme of Action outlines policies, actions and measures to implement.
the principles and fulfil the commitments enunciated in the Declaration adopted by the World
Summit for Social Development. Our success will be based on the results that we achieve.

2.  Actions are recommended to create, in a framework of sustained economic growth and
custainable development, a national and international environment favourable to social
development, to eradicate poverty, to enhance productive employment and reduce
unemployment, and to foster social integration. All the recommended actions are linked, either
in the requirements for their design, including the participation of all concerned, or in their
consequences for the various facets of the human condition. Policies to eradicate poverty and
reduce disparities and combat social exclusion require the creation of employment opportunities
and would be incomplete and ineffective without measures to eliminate discrimination and
promote participation and harmonious social relationships among groups and nations.
Enhancing positive interaction between environmental, economic and social policies is also
essential for success in the longer term. The well-being of people also requires the exercise
of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, access to the provision of good education,
health care and other basic public services, and the development of harmonious relations within,
communities. Social integration, or the capacity of people to live together with full respect for
the dignity of each individual, the common good, pluralism and diversity, non-violence and
solidarity, as well as their ability to participate in social, cultural, economic and political life,
. encompasses all aspects of social development and all policies. It requires the protection of
the weak, as well as the right to differ, to create and to innovate. It calls for a sound economic.
environment, as well as for cultures based on freedom and responsibility. It also calls for the

full involvement of both the State and civil society.

3. Many of the issues mentioned in the present Programme of Action have been addressed
in greater detail by previous world conferences concerned with questions closely related to the
different aspects of social development. The Programme of Action was elaborated against the
background of, and taking into account the commitments, principles and recommendations of;,
these other conferences, and is also based on the experience of many countries in promoting
social objectives in the context of their particular conditions. The special importance of the
Programme of Action lies in its integrated approach and its attempt to combine many different
actions for poverty eradication, employment creation and social integration in coherent national
and international strategies for social development.  The implementation of the
recommendations contained in the Programme of Action is the sovereign right of each country,
consistent with national laws and development priorities, with full respect for the various "
religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its people, and in conformity with all
human rights and fundamental freedoms. Each country will also take action in accordance with
its evolving capacities. The outcomes of relevant international conferences should also be duly

taken into account in the implementation of the present Programme of Action.

Chapter I

AN ENABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Basis for action and objectives

4.  Social development is inse .
iy parable from the cultural, ecological, economi iti
. - - - g 3 0
;plrf;Jacll envnronm_en.t in which it takes place. It cannot be pursued as a sﬁf&r&o{;iﬁn@d
; ec:iiri ex'::;:)hpmeqt is also clegrly linked to the development of peace, freedom, stability a‘:d
e tzi’on % njzllzgzllyo l:ir;gﬁ?::nﬁl;nall.y.._ _To promote social developmen’t requires an
. » © priorities towards the well-bei
:ltrelelnzsgthecriu?ugn and promotion of conducive institutions and policies. Hurnal::gdi;:it:j lalilulllclllmthe
: agluesa(r:f o S(:;r.m:ptal freedoms, t_zquality, e:quity and social justice constitute the f:mdamen;ln
et s ieties. .The_ pursuit, .prqmotlon and protection of these values, among others
Environme c: .aswhilel%l::macy of all institutions and all exercise of authority aTnd promotes ar;
nt in which human beings are at the centre of ustaina
They are entitled to a healthy and productive life in han‘:lzl;?r:rif}(:rniMe il

5 ; 25
I 1;113 ggointzln;es and societies of. thc_ world are becoming increasingly interdependent
i p ows, migrations, scientific and technological innovations commu:ﬁcations.
thrwtenturalm 1 ;);chgnges areajsh;lpmg the global community. The same gloi:al community is
nvironmental degradation, severe food cri idemi i
discrimination, xenophobia, various fi  of i B
1 4 orms of intolerance, violence and criminali i
: lorms 5 i 1 d
;J;'s;(;::egs il;ec ll;lathess gf cultural diversity. Governments increasingly r&oggmmm;l: etl?esil:
ging circumstances and their desires to achieve sustai
- - - - nabl
;orglgal progress c;mll rccg;:].llxre increased solidarity, expressed through apprgpfii‘::lc;g$§?;t:f£
rammes and strengthened international coo i ion i
: peration. Such cooperat i
crucial to ensure that countries in need i R e
. of assistance, such as those i i
developed countries, can benefit from the process of globalization R AR eies

WhiChE(::omt)n'uc t;ctwmes, through whxf:l_l individuals express their initiative and creativity and

i prnohgrane::se wﬂe] wetalbt‘l; oil For:;mumtnes, are a fundamental basis for social progress. But
not be realized simply through the free interacti :

ial ction of market forces. Public

1;::;;:1:.5 are ':lecesse_lry to correct market failures, to complement market mechanisms, to

ain social stability and to create a national and international economic environment ‘that

promotes sustainable growth on a global scale. Such
pror ] owth 1 i
justice, tolerance, responsibility and involvement. & PR S

7. The ultimate goal of social develo is to i
‘ ; pment is to improve and enhance th i i
?rll %eople.. It requires democratic institutions, respect for all human rightseailllilalfl’ttli;:nlgﬁtaolf
eedoms, increased and equal economic opportunities, the rule of law, promotion of respect
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for cultural diversity and rights of persons belonging to mino::ities and an active l:::r::lvem:;:‘tl
~ of the civil society. Empowerment and participation are essential for demoqracy, ; beo:t:;e o
social development. All members of society .shquld han: the opp9mu1;t3t,rh an i
exercise the right and responsibility to ;ake axtly acu;g ﬁli:n ﬁ:!lll ﬂ;:m 31:;:1:1 :n O; :::)nt;r:n i
i ive. Gender equality and equity an of
;T;gmtﬂfysolcl:ial and politica]qactizties is essential. The pbstacles that ha!ve lumtled then?c;eussst
of women to decision-making, education, health-care services and productive eimg gyn}emlvm
be eliminated and an equitable partnership between men and women egab is e‘;ﬂ ma_radi ug1
men’s full responsibility in family life. Itis necessary to change tl.le prevmtilmg tsoocleag : m?;;-e
of gender to usher in a new generation of women and men worlu_ng together to cr
humane world order.

8 Against this background, we will promote an enabling en-vironment .based on a
p;:Ople-cenued approach to sustainable development, with the following features:

Broad-based participation and involvement of civil soclety in the fonmflation and
implementation ‘of decisions determining the functioning and well-being .of our
societies;

Broad-based patterns of sustained economic growth and sustainable deYelopmt?nt
and the integration of population into economic and development strategies, which
will speed up the pace of s inable development and poverty eradication anc;
contribute to the achievement of population objectives and an improved quality of
life of the population;

Equitable and non-discriminatory distribution of  the ben_eﬁts of growth among
social groups and countries and expanded access to productive resources for people

living in poverty;
An interaction of market forces conducive to efficiency and social development,

Public policies that seek to overcome socially divisive disparities and that respect
pluralism and diversity;

A supportive and stable political and legal framework that promotes the .mutualljc!l
reinforcing relationship between democracy, development and all human rights an
fundamental freedoms;

Political and social processes that avoid exclusiqn while respecting pluralism and
diversity, including religious and cultural diversity;

ily i ith the principles, goals and
A strengthened role for the family in accordance wi .
commitf;:ms of the Declaration of the World Summit for Social Development and

those of the International Conference on Population and Development, as well as
for community and civil society;

® Expanded access to knowledge, technology, education, health-care services and
information; .

° Increased solidarity, partnership and cooperation at all levels;

° Public policies that empower people to enjoy good health and productivity
throughout their lives;

®  Protection and conservation of the natural environment in the context of
people-centred sustainable development. '

Actions

A. A favourable national and intemational economic environment

9.  The promotion of mutually reinforcing broad-based sustained economic growth and
sustainable development on a global scale, as well as growth in production, a
non-discriminatory and multilateral rule-based international trading system, employment and
incomes, as a basis for social development, requires the following actions: '

(a) Promoting the establishment of an open, equitable, cooperative and mutually
beneficial international economic environment;

(b) Implementing sound and stable macroeconomic and sectoral policies that encourage
broad-based, sustained economic growth and development that is sustainable and equitable, that

generate jobs, and that are geared towards eradicating poverty, reducing social and economic
inequalities and exclusion;

(c) Promoting enterprise and productive investment and expanded access to open and
dynamic markets in the context of an open, equitable, secure, non-discriminatory, predictable,
transparent and multilateral rule-based international trading system and technologies for all

people, particularly those living in poverty and the disadvantaged, as well as for the least
developed countries;

(d) Implementing fully and as scheduled the Final Act of the Uruguay Round of
multilateral trade negotiations;

() Refraining from any unilateral measure not in accordance with international law
and the Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles to trade relations among States,
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impedes the full realization of social and economic development and hinders the well-being
of the population in the affected countries;

(f) Increasing food production, through the sustainable development of the agricultural
sector and improvement of market opportunities, and improving access to food by low-income
people in developing countries, as a means of alleviating poverty, eliminating malnutrition and
raising their standards of living;

(g) Promoting the coordination of macroeconomic policies at the national, subregional,
regional and international levels in order to promote an international financial system that is
more conducive to stable and sustained economic growth and sustainable development.through,
inter alia, a higher degree of stability in financial markets, reducing the risk of financial crisis,
improving the stability of exchange rates, stabilizing and striving for low real interest rates in
the long run and reducing uncertainties of financial flows;

(h) Establishing, strengthening “or rehabilitating, inter alia through capacity-building
where necessary, national and international structures and processes and resources available,
to ensure appropriate consideration and coordination of economic policy, with special emphasis
on social development; , '

(i) Promoting or strengthening capacity-building in developing countries, particularly
in Africa and the least developed countries, to develop social activities;

(j) Ensuring that, in accordance with Agenda 21 and the various consensus
agreements, conventions and programmes of action adopted within the framework of the
follow-up to the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development,
broad-based, sustained economic growth and sustainable development respects the need to
protect the environment and the interests of future generations;

(k) Ensuring that the special needs and vulnerabilities of small island developing States
are adequately addressed in order to enable them to achieve sustained economic growth and
sustainable development with equity by implementing the Programme of Action for the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States.. "

10. To ensure that the benefits of global economic growth are equitably distributed among
countries, the following actions are essential: ' '

(a) Continuing efforts to alleviate the onerous debt and debt-service burdens connected
with the various types of debt of many developing countries, on the basis of an equitable and
durable approach and, where appropriate, addressing the full stock of debt of the poorest and
most i+ ted developing countries as a matter of priority, reducing trade barriers and
promot:  =xpanded access by all countries to markets, in the context of an open, equitable,
secure, ton-discriminatory, predictable, transparent and multilateral rule-based international

trading system, as well as to productive investment, technologies and know-how;

(b) Strengthening and improvin, i ‘ :

. g technical and financial assistance to developi
countries to promote sustainable development and overcome hi ) ping
effective participation in the world economy; ndrances to their full and

(c) (;'hangmg unsustainable consumption and production patterns, taking into account
that thg major cause of the continued deterioration of the global environment is the
uns.usta.mable pattern of consumption and production, particularly in industrialized countries
which is a matter of grave concern, aggravating poverty and imbalances; S

(d) Elaborating policies to enable developi i

. . . es 10 ¢ ping countries to take advantage of expanded
international trading opportunities in the context of the full implementation o% the Fi:al :ct
of the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations; and assisting countries, particularly

in Africa, that are not currently in a position to benefi : i
world economy; P nefit fully from the liberalization of the

(e) Supporting the efforts of developing countries i i
: . , particularl
on commodity exports, to diversify their economies. it

11.  Within the framework of support to developi i ivi iori

i ping countries, giving priority to the needs of
Africa and the least developed countries, the followin i :
. . : ] acti -
internitionsl el 65 SpioRiie: g ons are necessary at the national and

) (a) Ir_nplementing t_effective policies and development strategies that establish a more
avourable climate for social development, trade and investments, giving priority to human
resource development and promoting the further development of democratic institutions;

(b)- Supgorting African countries and least developed countries in their efforts to create
an lenabh_ng environment that attracts foreign and domestic direct investment, encourages
savings, mdu‘.:es the return of flight capital and promotes the full participation c;f the private
sector, including non-governmental organizations, in the growth and development process;

(c) Supporting economic reforms to im ioni ity
_ porti : prove the functioning of commodity markets and
commodity diversification efforts through appropriate mechanisms, bilateral and multilateral

financing and technical cooperation, including South-S :
trade and partnership; g South-South cooperation, as well as through

(d) Continu‘ing to support the commodity diversification efforts of Africa and the least
developed countries, inter alia, by providing technical and financial assistance for the
preparatory phase of their commodity diversification projects and programmes;

(e) Finding effective, development-oriented and durable solutions to the external debt
problems, through the immediate implementation of the terms of debt forgiveness agreed upon
in the Paris Club in December 1994, which encompass debt reduction, including cancellation
or other debt relief measures; inviting the international financial institutions to examine




innovative approaches to assist low-income countries with a high proportion of multilateral
debt with a view to alleviating their debt burden; developing techniques of debt conversion
o social development programmes and projects in conformity with Summit priorities.
These actions should take into account the mid-term review of the United Nations New Agenda
for the Development of Africa in the 1990s and the Programme of Action for the Least

Developed Countries for the 1990s and should be implemented as soon as possible; i

applied t

(f) Supporting the development of strategies adopted by these countries and working
in partnership to ensure the implementation of measures for their development;

(g) Taking appropriate actions, consistent with the Final Act of the Uruguay Round
of multilateral trade negotiations, in particular the decision on measures in favour of the least
developed countries and the decision on measures concerning the possible negative effects of
the reform programme on the least developed countries and the net food importing developing
countries, in order to give these countries special attention, with a view to enhancing their
participation in the multilateral trading system and to mitigating any adverse effects of the
implementation of the Uruguay Round, while stressing the need to support the African
countries so that they can benefit fully from the results of the Uruguay Round;

"(h) Increasing official development assistance, both in total and for social programmes
‘and improving its impact, consistent with countries’ economic circumstances and capabilities
to assist, and consistent with commitments in, international agreements, and striving to attain

the agreed upon target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product for official development
assistance and 0.15 per cent to the least developed countries, as soon as possible.

12. Making economic growth and the interaction of market forces more conducive to social
development requires the following actions:

(a) Implementing measures 0 Open market opportunities for all, especially people

living in poverty and the disadvantaged, and to encourage individuals and communities to take

economic initiatives, innovate and invest in activities that contribute to social development

while promoting broad-based sustained economic growth and sustainable development;

(b) Improving, broadening and regulating, to the extent necessary, the functioning of
markets to promote sustained economic growth and sustainable development and stability and
long-term investment, fair competition and ethical conduct, and adopting and implementing
policies to promote equitable distribution of the benefits of growth and protect crucial social
services, inter alia, through complementing market mechanisms and mitigating any negative
impacts posed by market forces, and implementing complementary policies to foster social
development, while dismantling, consistent with the provisions of the Final Act of the Uruguay
Round of multilateral trade negotiations, protectionist measures, and to integrate social and

economic development;

(c) Establishing an open market poli :

policy that reduces barriers to entry
transparency of markets through, i : ] . : ’ pmetes
wallnble 10 CORsHALE: ough, inter alia, better access to information and widens the choices

(d) Promoting- greater access to technolo i i

. - gy and technical assistance, as well as
corresp'ondu'xg know-hqw, espt_ac:ally for micro-enterprises and small and medium-sized
enterprises in all countries, particularly in developing countries;

(e) Encouraging transnational and national corporations to operate in a framework of
respect for t13e environment while complying with national laws and legislation, and i
accorda_nce with international agreements and conventions, and with proper consideration f -
the social and cultural impact of their activities; eraton or

(f) Adopting and implementing long- i i

| ( - g-term strategies to ensure substantial i
pgbllc and private investment in the construction and renewal of basic mﬁasu:u\::ﬂe-dll:;:zﬂ
will benefit people living in poverty and generate employment; ,

(g) Ensuring substantial public and pri i i
. 1g subst private investment in human resource devel

and fqr capa&:lty-bulldu.lg' in health and education, as well as in empowerment ‘a.r:l pz::icgggltie:r::
_especnally for people living in poverty or suffering from social exclusion; '

(h) Supporting and paying special attention t
. . o the development of small-scale and
micro-enterprises, particularly in rural areas, as well as subsiste eco i ure

: : ' y nce i
safe interaction with larger economies; MBI SR

" (i)  Supporting the t?conomic activities of indigenous people, improving their conditions
and development and securing their safe interaction with larger economies;

(j) Supporting institutions, programm i i
_ : v es and systems to dissemina i
information to promote social progress. ’ KGN

13. Ensuring that fiscal systems and other i ici
Er . public policies are geared t d
eradication and do not generate socially divisive disparities calls for:g R ey

(a) Enacting rules and regulations and creatin i i
: g a moral and ethical climate that
prevents all forms of corruption and exploitation of individuals, families and groups; :

N (p) Promot'mg fair- compe_tition and ethical responsibility in business activities and
enhancing cooperation and interaction among Governments, the private sector and civil society;

‘ () .Ensurmg _that ﬁscal and monetary policies promote savings and long-term
investment in productive activities in accordance with national priorities and policies;




(d) Considering measures to address inequities arising from accumulation of wealth

through, inter alia, the use of appropriate taxation at the national level, and to reduce
inefficiencies and improve stability in financial markets in accordance with national priorities

and policies;

(e) Re-examining the distribution of subsidies, inter alia, between industry and
agriculture, urban and rural areas, and private and public consumption, to ensure that subsidy
systems benefit people living in poverty, especially the vulnerable, and reduce disparities;

() Promoting international agreements that address effectively issues of double
taxation, as well as cross-border tax evasion, in accordance with the priorities and policies of
the States concerned, while improving the efficiency and fairness of tax collection;

(g) Assisting developing countries, upon their request, to establish efficient and fair
tax systems by strengthening the administrative capacity for tax assessment and collection and
tax evader prosecution, and to support a more progressive tax system;

(h) Assisting countries with economies in transition to establish fair and effective
systems of taxation on a solid legal basis, contributing to the socio-economic reforms under

way in those countries.

B. A favourable national and international political and legal environment

14. To ensure that the political framework supports the objectives of social development, the
following actions are essential:

(a) Ensuring that governmental institutions and agencies responsible for the planning
and implementation of social policies have the status, resources and information necessary to

give high priority to social development in policy-making;

(b) Ensuring the rule of law and democracy and the existence of rules and processes
to create transparency and accountability for all public and private institutions and to prevent

and combat all forms of corruption, sustained through education and the development of
attitudes and values promoting responsibility, solidarity and a strengthened civil society;

(c) Eliminating all forms of discrimination, while developing and encouraging
educational programmes and media campaigns to that end;

(d) Encouraging decentralization of public institutions and services to a level that,
compatible with the overall responsibilities, priorities and objectives of Governments, responds

properly to local needs and facilitates local participation;

(e) Establishing conditions for the soci
| : social partners to organize and functio i
guaranteed freedom of expression and association and the right to engage in co?IecT;l::

bargaining and to promote mutual i .
. interests, tak .
regulations; ing due account of national laws and

(f) Establishing similar conditi ' ot '
inidenenalen workeee itions for professional organizations and organizations of

(g) Promoting political and social inclusi
i processes inclusi f .
respectful of political pluralism and cultural diversity; ve of all members of society and

(h) Strengthening the capacities and o iti

_ pportunities of all people, especially th

are I:(jll.smdvantaged_ or vulnerat?le, o enhance their own economic and sociglec devzlopzf:n:v *;2
establish and maintain organizations representing their interests and to be involved in ‘the

planning and implementati ernm e :
directly affec ted,p on of government policies and programmes by which they will be

(i) Ensuring full involvement and participation of women at all levels in the

decision-making and implementation ' i
_ nd process, and in the economic and politi i
through which policies are formulated and implemented; T ]

() Removing all legal impediments to the o i " i
IR, ionicy v, b wnership of all means of production and

_ (k) Taking measures, in cooperation with the international communi i

gj accordance_ with ﬂ}e Chgner of the United Nations, the Universal lez;t?jna%?‘ﬁziz
ghts, 'other 11-1t-ematmnal instruments and relevant United Nations resolutions, to create the

?gp;lcl)pna:; polmcal and legal en‘vironment to address the root cause of movemcx;ts of refugees

ok ;?,:1 eir vqlmm return in safety a_md dignity. Measures should also be taken at thé
ional level, with international cooperation, as appropriate, in accordance with the Charter

of the United Nations, to create conditions for i i
; ’ nternally d .
to their places of origin. y displaced persons to voluntarily return

15. It is essential for social development that all human rights and fundamental freedoms

including the right to development as an inte
gral part of fundamental i
promoted and protected through the following actions: e human rights, be

(a) Encouraging ratification of existing international human rights conventions that

_ (b) _ R,:a.ff.'irmiqg and promoting all human rights and fundamental freedoms, which are
un{v?rsal, indivisible, interdependent and interrelated, including the right to development, and
striving to ensure that they are respected, protected and observed through appropriate
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legislation. dissemination of information, education and training and the provision .o{]:lffecu
mechanisms and remedies for enforcement, inter aifg, .through the estabI.lS ent
strengthening of national institutions responsible for monitoring and enforcement;

(c) Taking measures to ensure that every human person and all pec_;gles Zre erlmtl .
participate, to contribute to and to enjoy economic,. s'o_c:lal, cultural and pohtu.:a:j ; ti:;:a?lpm
encouraging all human persons to take responsxblll_ty for develqppl_ent,f iny ﬂ}lv crea:i{o
collectively; and recognizing that States have the primary re'sponmblhty. ort Zevelo . 9
national and international conditions favourable for the realization of the right to p

taking into account the relevant provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Programme Ol
Action;

i izati f the right to development through strengthening

(d) Promoting the realization 0 ' !
sy evlopmen 1 e o it
ive development policies at the national level, as we . _ -
:ﬁt?:\tflourable egonomic environment at the international level, since sustained action I

indispensable for fostering a more rapid development of developing countries;

- i izat f the right of peoples to self-determination,

e) Removing obstacles to the realgatlon 0 O elf-c 1

in parEic)ular of peoples living under colonial or other forn:ls of alien don_unatlon or foreig
occupation, which adversely affect their social and economic development;

: i p iohts of women and removing al :

Promoting and protecting the human rig . o - . 1 o

to ﬁxu(?.quality and equity between women and men in political, civil, economic, socizl 8¢
cultural life;

ivi i i i d protecting the rights of the child, with

Giving special attention to promoting and prote . : -

particu.flga)r attentior% to the rights of the girl child, by, inter al::g,}ﬁ?;cou;agt;lng Itllx:n rz:)t;ﬁ;e::t:ic:; .

i i i the and the or

: olementation of the Convention on the Rjgh_ts of : "
llﬁ?;lzr:lenting the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Chil

in the 1990s adopted at the World Summit for Children;

(h) Providing all people, in particular the vulnerable and disadvantagec.l in SOCiEtY;,
the benefit of an independent, fair and effective system of justice, and ensuring access by ak
to competent sources of advice about legal rights and obligations;

(i)  Taking effective measures 10 bring to an end all de jure and de facto discriminati ,:_
against persons with disabilities;

(j)  Strengthening the ability of civil society and the c-:ommun.ity to participate ac::ls\:?
in the planning decision-making and implementation of social development programmes, ©
education and access t0 resources;
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(k) Promoting and protecting the rights of individuals in order to prevent and eliminate
situations of domestic discrimination and violence.

16.  An open political and economic system requires access by all to knowledge, education
and information by:

(a) Strengthening the educational system at all levels, as well as other means of
acquiring skills and knowledge, and ensuring universal access to basic education and lifélong

educational opportunities, while removing economic and socio-cultural barriers to the exercise
of the right to education;

(b) Raising public awareness and promoting gender-sensitivity education to eliminate
all obstacles to full gender equality and equity;

(c) Enabling and encouraging access by all to a wide range of information and opinion
on matters of general interest through the mass media and other means;

(d) Encouraging education systems and, to the extent. consistent with freedom of
expression, communication media to raise people’s understanding and awareness of all aspects
of social integration, including gender sensitivity, non-violence, tolerance and solidarity and
respect for the diversity of cultures and interests, and to discourage the exhibition of
pornography and the gratuitous depiction of explicit violence and cruelty in the media;

(e) Improving the reliability, validity, utility and public availability of statistical and
other information on social development and gender issues, including the effective use of
gender-disaggregated statistics collected at the national, regional and international levels,
including through support to academic and research institutions.

17. International support for national efforts to promote a favourable political and legal
environment must be in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and principles of
international law and consistent with the Declaration on Principles of International Law
concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations. Support calls for the following actions:

(a) Making use, as appropriate, of the capacity of the United Nations and other
relevant international, regional and subregional organizations to prevent and resolve armed
conflicts and promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom;

(b) Coordinating policies, actions and legal instruments and/or measures to combat
terrorism, all forms of extremist violence, illicit arms trafficking, organized crime and illicit
drug problems, money laundering and related crimes, trafficking in women, adolescents,
children, migrants, and human organs, and other activities contrary to human rights and human
dignity;
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(c) States cooperating with one another in. ensuring development ?nd_ ellm:? 18
obstacles to development. The international commumnity _should promote effgcu;re m(:t;r:;l ; ..
cooperation, supporting the efforts of developing countries, for the ﬁxllull';::hza 1c:3nter e _. t
to development and the elimination of obstacles to development, : ugh, t“ais re'afﬁ__a' r
implementation of the provisions of the Declaration on tl_xe Right to _Deve opmen it
by the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action. Lasting progress ;

implementation of the right to development requires effective development policies at

i i i d a favourable economic environment
tional level, as well as equitable economic relations an :
:?the international level. The right to development should be fulfilled so as to equitably -..

the social developmental and environmental needs of present and future generations.

rsons are at the centre of social development and that ..-;

ing ‘that human / : t thit
) eaEif e 5 activities of subregional, regional and international

is fully reflected in the programmes and
organizations; |

(e) .Reinforcing the capacity of relevant national, fegional and inte}-n;ﬁo -.Ii.
organizations, within their mandates, to promote the implen'l'entz_m(?n Qf all human rights and
fundamental freedoms, and the elimination of all forms of dlspnmmatmn; .

i ici ithi i f the various international

Elaborating policies, within the mandates and functions 0 / nternations

instituEifc)ms that will sfpggn the objectives of social development ancl_ contribute to institutional
development through capacity-building and other forms of cooperation;

i iti the private sector and civil society,
Strengthening the capacities of Goverpments, : : 4
especig%l)y in Afrigztih and the least developed countries, to enable them to meet their specific 2

global responsibilities;

(h) Reinforcing the capacities of Governments, tl?e private sector fa.nd mfx:nl sri):lzlettyh l
the countries in transition, with a view to helping them in the process of transiorm g |

economies from centrally planned to market-oriented ones.

Chapter II
ERADICATION OF POVERTY

Basis for action and objectives

18. Over 1 billion people in the world today live under unacceptable conditions of poverty,
mostly in developing countries, and particularly in rural areas of low-income Asia and the
Pacific, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the least devel_oped countries.

19. Poverty has various manifestations, including lack of income and productive resources
sufficient to ensure sustainable livelihoods; hunger and malnutrition; ill health; limited or lack
of access to education and other basic services; increased morbidity and mortality from illness;
homelessness and inadequate housing; unsafe environments; and soecial discrimination and
exclusion. It is also characterized by a lack of participation in decision-making and i civil,
social and cultural life. It occurs in all countries: as mass poverty in many developing
countries, pockets of poverty amid wealth in developed countries, loss of livelihoods as a result
of economic recession, sudden poverty as a result of disaster or conflict, the poverty of
low-wage workers, and the utter destitution of people who fall outside family support systems,
social institutions and safety nets. Women bear a disproportionate burden of poverty, and
children growing up in poverty are often permanently disadvantaged. Older people, people
with disabilities, indigenous people, refugees and internally displaced persons are also
particularly vulnerable to poverty. Furthermore, poverty in its various forms represents a
barrier to communication and access to services, as well as a major health risk, and people
living in poverty are particularly vulnerable to the consequences of disasters and conflicts.
Absolute poverty is a condition characterized by severe deprivation of basic human needs,
including food, safe drinking water, sanitation facilities, health, shelter, education and
information. It depends not only on income, but also on access to social services.

20. There is general agreement that persistent widespread poverty, as well as serious social
and gender inequities, have significant influences on, and are in turn influenced by,
demographic parameters such as population growth, structure and distribution. There is also
general agreement that unsustainable consumption and production patterns are contributing to
the unsustainable use of natural resources and environmental degradation, as well as to the
reinforcement of social inequities and poverty, with the above-mentioned consequences for
demographic parameters.

21. Urban poverty is rapidly increasing in pace with overall urbanization. It is a growing

phenomenon in all countries and regions, and often poses special problems such as
overcrowding, contaminated water and bad sanitation, unsafe shelter, crime and additional
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of low-income urban households

An increasing number

social problems.
female-maintained.

22. Among people 1i'ving in poverty, gender disparities are marked, especially in the increase :
in female-maintained households. With increasing population, the numbers of youth living in
poverty will increase significantly. Therefore, specific measures are needed to address the

juvenilization and feminization of poverty.

23. Poverty has various causes, including structural ones.  Poverty is a complex
multidimensional problem with origins in both the national and international domains. No
uniform solution can be found for global application. Rather, country-specific programmes to
tackle poverty and international efforts supporting national efforts, as well as the parallel

process of creating a supportive international environment, are crucial for a solution to this

problem. Poverty is inseparably linked to lack of control over resources, including land, skills,
knowledge, capital and social connections. Without those resources, people are easily
neglected by policy makers and have limited access to institutions, markets, employment and
public services. The eradication of poverty cannot be accomplished through anti-poverty
programmes alone, but will require democratic participation and changes in economic stru
in order to ensure access for all to resources, opportunities and public services, to undertake
policies geared to more equitable distribution of wealth and income, to provide social
protection for those who cannot support themselves, and to assist people confronted by

. unforeseen catastrophe, whether individual or collective, natural, social or technological.

24. The eradication of poverty requires universal access to economic opportunities which will
promote sustainable livelihood and basic social services, as well as special efforts to facilitate
access to opportunities and services for the disadvantaged.”
vulnerable groups must be empowered through organization and participation in all aspects
political, economic and social life and, in particular, in the planning and implementation of
policies that affect them, and thus enable them to become genuine partners in development.

25. There is therefore an urgent need for:

° National strategies to reduce overall poverty substantially, including measures 10
remove the structural barriers that prevent people from escaping poverty, with
specific time-bound commitments to eradicate absolute poverty by a target date 10

be specified by each country in its national context,

® Stronger international cooperatio
assist countries in their efforts t
protection and services;
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. :
Development of methods to measure all forms of poverty, especially absolute

. . - - - . ;
Regular natlo.nal.rewews of economic policies and national budgets to orient them
towards eradicating poverty and reducing inequalities;

) iti '
E:lf;r}:l'ed op;;or:nmmes tohcnable people living in poverty to enhance their overall
ities and improve their economic and social conditi i i
R e nditions, while managing

®
Human resource development and improved infrastructural facilities;
® Comprehensive provision for the basic needs of all;

®  Policies ensuring that all peopl ic”
: ple have adequate economic and social i
during unemployment, ill health, maternity, disability and old age; .

° ESHCif’S t.hat strengthen the family and contribute to its stability in accordance with
- :c Palnn]tjnplels, goals an(zl commitments of the Declaration of the World Summit for

i evelopment and th f i i
ot ose of the International Conference on Population and

o - .
:;cl)llz;ltl-zoat:lm c:jf bz:lh the public and the private sectors, more developed areas
ional and academic institutions and non-governmental izati ist

: organi
poverty-stricken areas. Voo g

Actions
A. Formulation of integrated strategies

26. Governments should give i i
greater focus to public effort
to reduce overall poverty substantially by: P S D RS

(a) Promoting sustained economic i i

; Ist growth, in the context of sustainable development

and sloc1al progress, requiring that growth be broadly based, offering equal opportum'tieg t: rallli

g:ople. All countries should recognize their common but differentiated responsibilities. The
ve .oped countries acknowledge the responsibility they bear in the international pursuit of

2lézt§1naple dc;ii?pmznt, and should continue to improve their efforts to promote sustained

lomic gro and to narrow imbalances in a manner that can be i
particularly the developing countries; ‘ g o
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(b) Formulating or strengthening, preferably by the year 1996, and implementing
national poverty eradication plans to address the structural causes of poverty, encompassing
action on the local, national, subregional, regional and international levels. These plans should
establish, within each national context, strategies and affordable time-bound goals and targ
for the substantial reduction of overall poverty and the eradication of absolute poverty. In the
context of the national plans, particular attention should be given to employment creation as
a means of eradicating poverty, giving appropriate consideration 1o health and education,
assigning a higher priority to basic social services, generating household income, and
promoting access 10 productive assets and economic opportunities; o

(c) Identifying the livelihood systems, survival strategies and self-help organizations
of people living in poverty and working with such organizations to develop programmes
combating poverty that build oa their efforts, ensuring the full participation of the people
concerned and responding to their actual needs; :

(d) Elaborating at the national level, the measurements, criteria and indicators for
determining the extent and distribution of absolute poverty. Each country should develop a
precise definition and assessment of absolute poverty, preferably by 1996, the International
Vear for the Eradication of Poverty; . .

(¢) Establishing policies,’ objectives and measurable targets to enhance and broaden
women’s economic opportunities and their access to productive resources, particularly women
who have no source of income;

() Promoting effective enjoyment by all people of civil, cultural, economic, politica
and social rights, and access to existing social protection and public services, in particular
through encouraging the ratification and ensuring the full implementation of relevant human
rights instruments, such as the [nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

(g) Eliminating the injustice and obstacles that women are faced with, and encoura ging
and strengthening the participation of women in taking decisions and in implementing them,
as well as their access to productive resources and land ownership and their right to inhei it
goods; y

(h) Encouraging and supporting local community development projects that foster he
skill, self-reliance and self-confidence of people living in poverty and that facilitate their active
participation in efforts to eradicate poverty. :
27.  Governments are urged to integrate goals and targets for combating poverty into overall
economic and social policies and planning at the local, national and, where appropriate,

regional levels by:
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. ‘(a) Analysmg_ policies and programmes, including those relating to macroeconomic
stability, structural adjustment programmes, taxation, investments, employment, markets and
all relf:vant sectors of the economy, with respect to. their impact on poverty and inequali
assessing t!‘lell' impact on family well-being and conditions, as well as their gender impligatiog,
and adjusting them, as appropriate, to promote a more equitable distribution of producti ;
assets, wealth, opportunities, income and services; ' ' R

(b) Redesigning public investment policies tk i '

policies that relate to infrastructure development
ic management of natural resources and human resource development to benefit peopleplivi!:lé
in poverty and to make them compatible with the long-term improvement of livelihood;

(c) Ensuring that development policies benefit low-i " :
agricultural development; PO it low-income communities and rural and

(d) Selecting, wherever possible, develo i

_ » W s pment schemes that do not displace local
g?pllxlatlgns, and'demgmng an appropriate policy and legal framework to compinsate Othe
isplaced for theu'_ losses, to help them to re-establish their livelihoods and to promote their
recovery from social and cultural disruption;

(e) Designing and implementin i i '

' g environmental protection and resource management
measures that takf: into account the needs of people living in poverty and vulnerable ggroups
in accordance wrt.h Agenda ?1 and the various consensus agreements, conventions and
programmes of action adopted in the framework of the follow-up of the outcome of the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development; '

e (f)  Establishing a.n.d strengthen%ng, as appropriate, mechanisms for the coordination of
orts to co_rnbat poverty, in collaboration with civil society, including the private sector, and
developing integrated intersectoral and intra-governmental responses for such purposes ‘

28. People living in poverty and their organizations should be empowered by:
(a) Involving them ﬁl.lly in the settin i ign, i
(@ ] g of targets and in the design, implementati
monitoring and assessment of national strategies and programmes for povinrty ergdicat?on l::él

community-based development, and ensuring that such programmes reflect their priorities;

(b) Integrating gender concerns in the i : . .
planning and implementati
programmes for the empowerment of women; 7 plementation of policies and

(¢) Ensuring that policies and programmes affectin iving i
RO g people living in poverty respect
their dignity and culture and make full use of their knowledge, skills andgresoﬁce;l?l(ness?ec

(d) Strengthening education at all levels and ensuring the access to education of people

l. . . . . - . f L




:7e so that their
L. s i povcrty to orgamze sk
ing and assisting people l“_“ng 9 : work more effectively
B Encoau;;%cipaw in economic and social policy-making and wor
tepresentatwes (v

taln ﬁ‘-

and programmes, strengthening the capacity for social science research in developing countries
opportunities they need;

and integrating, as appropriate, the results of research into decision-making processes;

69

Fac.ilitating and promoting the exchénge of knowledge and experience, especially
5 among developing countries, through, inter alia, subregional and regional organizations.
A itv-based management;

. .+ -building and community

; ial emphasis on capacity

(f) Placing spect

30.

: o d the availa'bility of
- the political system an
. le about their rights,

(g) Educating peop

Members of the international community should, bilaterally or through multilateral

organizations, foster an enabling environment for poverty eradication by: .

(a.) Coordi.nating pplicies a.pd programmes to support the measures being taken in the
; and share information on the performance developing countries, partlf:ularly in Africa and the least developed countries, to eradicate
There is a need t0 periodically monitor, assess ‘o combat pOVerty, and promote an poverty, provide remunerative work and strengthen social integration in order to meet basic
2? Povcity eradication plans, pydlnale dpotg f;l:ssesoand consequences. This could te done, social development goals and targets;
(o] 4 of poverty and 1
understanding and awareness .

iter alia, throught

by Governments, inter &a

- ' .(b) Prompting international cooperation to assist developing countries, at their request,

o it specifio an d od gct;ldel: iﬁ?ﬁﬁ in their effortts, n; particular at the community level, towards achieving gender equality and the

. ting and disseminatt ealth, nutrition, physi _ empowerment of women;

(a) D_cvelopmg; ‘lpda' 178 mcludmg income, Wi ; g and isolation, ‘

indicators of Pf’“‘?g:c;m?:{m@?;ﬁhdnions, menployine™, .Sg;;:‘m;“l,‘}s.‘ﬁi national and

health, education, HLEFEEI> factors, as well as s ive and
and other ¥ P2 athering comprehensiv _

homelessness, landlessness for this purpose, £ . language

. : derlying poverty, 10! ‘cability, family status,

gt dmchCZimgmgegated by ethnicity, gender, disabilit

comparaoie

(c) Strengthening the capacities of developing countries to monitor the progress of
- .’ rs;
groupings, regions and economic and social secto

national poverty eradication plans and to assess the impact of national and international policies
and programmes on people living in poverty and address their negative impacts;

3 . (d) Strengthening the capacity of countries with economies in transition to develop their -
ol e P of goals and targets fzg:fteedlytoarig social protection systems and social policies for, inter alia, the reduction of poverty;
itori d assessing aluating, quantitativ

(b) Monitoring 2o ¢ social development, €V 1 verty
. : the area O ; d vulnerability to po s (e
international forums :;1 poverty levels, the persistence of povegt::; T;sources and services and
qualitpftielts cm%:isng household income levels and access
particulaﬂY conce

jorities and
icati ..« based on the priorities
the effectiveness of poverty eradication strategles,

assessing the

2

eradicating poverty and meeting poverty eradication goals and targets, within the context of
social development programmes that reflect their national priorities;

! ot stems to support
Strengthening international data collection a;ld els‘t:;lui_t;::l gs)’me E ponsing of
tren an ! . . ) . o . | | |

(.C)S in monitoring social development Eeoif{cial activities that are not mcl-uded rml:l o St astietics AL Vi Sonet T e S Y reb i e e
‘.:ounm:ional Jatabases to incorporate soctﬂllz work and contributions 10 society, the info et Syt el SIS GOVEY.
interna A arate

: men’s unremun
available data, such as WOMEH ¢ _
:nable livelihoods;

economy and sustaina

(f) Addressing the problems faced by the land-locked developing countries in eradicating
poverty and supporting their efforts aimed at social development;

. . educational institutions, B. Improved access to productive resources and infrastructure
@ Mobilzing public avareness i L ey o priortize the siusgle
jzati and the media, 10 oo} it of defined g0
non-governmental ﬁ:&a;zﬁiﬁlgl,sauenﬁon on progress or failure in the pursul
against poverty, W

31. The opportunities for income generation, diversification of activities and increase of
and targets;

i o <tructural (a) Improving the availability and accessibility of transportation, communication, power
impact O :

.+ solutions, as well as the 1mp tegies

) uses of poverty and their SO : £ anti-poverty strategies

udepstanding o th: g?l pezp?e Fi(\)!ing in poverty and the effectiveness O po

adjustment measure

and energy services at the local or community level, in particular for isolated, remote and
marginalized communities;
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(b) Ensuring that investments in infrastructure support sustainable development at the

local or community levels;

veloping countries that are heavily dependent on primary |

(c) Emphasizing the need for de
institutional environment that

commodities to continue to promote a domestic policy and an
encourage diversification and enhance competitiveness;

(d) Supporting the importance of commodity diversification as a means to increase the

export revenues of developing countries and to improve their competitiveness in the face of

the persistent instability in the price of some primary commodities and the general deterioration

in the terms of trade;

(¢) Promoting, including by micro-enterprises, rural non-farm production and service
activities, such as agro-processing, sales and services of agricultural equipment and inputs,
irrigation, credit services and other income-generating activities through, inter alia, supportive
laws and administrative measures, credit policies and technical and administrative training;

(f) Strengthening and improving financial and technical assistance for conununity-ba&ed
development and self-help programmes, and strengthening cooperation among Governments,
community organizations, cooperatives, formal and informal banking institutions, private

enterprises and international agencies, with the aim of mobilizing local savings, promoting the
of credit and market

creation of local financial networks and increasing the availability
information to small entrepreneurs, small farmers and other low-income self-employed workers,
with particular efforts to ensure the availability of such services to women;

ns of small farmers, landless tenants and labourers, otherE

small producers, fisherfolk, community-based and workers’ cooperatives, especially those run.
by women, in order to, inter alia, improve market access and increase productivity, provide
inputs and technical advice, promote cooperation in production and marketing operations, an ;
strengthen participation in the planning and implementation of rural development;

(2) Strengthening organizatio

and international assistance in providing economically viable

(h) Promoting national
in the cultivation and processing of

alternatives for social groups, especially farmers involved
crops used for the illegal drug trade;

(i) Improving the competitiveness of natural products with environmental advantages @
recognizing the impact that this could have on promoting sustainable consumption an€
production patterns, and strengthening and improving financial and technical assistance to the

developing countries for research and development of such products;

p—
" —

() Promoting comprehensive rural development, including by land reform,

improvement and economic diversification;
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(k) Economic opportuniti —
of legal, social, cultur£ and P:'::ticf:lrobstz: 1 men should be improved through the elimination
: cles to women’s icipation i . g i
and ensur articipation in eco
ensuring that women have equal access to productive fcsourfes In economic activities

32. Rural poverty should be addressed by:

(a) Expanding and improvi .

) ; proving land ownership thr su

and . _ p through such meas

s "gprz\tm:ig th«le security of la-nd tenure, and ensuring the equal righteofu;:)smz; lan(cll r¢f0n.n

morete pect, developing new agricultural land, promoting fair land rents, maki oy
efficient and fair, and adjudicating land disputes; , ng land transfers

( ) g ¥

technology, including for wom ith disabiliti
i en, persons with disabilities and vulnerable groups on the basis

”

(c) Strengthening measure i :
i 4 e s and actions des im th : ;
living conditions in rural areas and thereby discour. .'1glgnine:;1 tnolml 1il:°vde“s.e oL Do v

(d) Promoting op iti
portunities for small farm :
fishery workers on terms that respect sustainable de::lipa;gngﬂlcr agricultural, forestry and

e) 1 i
(e) Improving access to markets and market information in order to enable small

producers to obtain better pri i
L prices for their products and pay better prices for the materials they

resourc(:?s OFt"rotﬁ:)nri,!_ within the national context, the traditional rights to land and othe
strengthenin lgnd 1Sts, ﬁsher.y workers and nomadic and indigenous people anc:
ittt cﬁmuﬂaj“a“ag?ment in the. areas of pastoral or nomadic activity buil:;di;lg on
systems of range mPfaCtlceSs COﬂt;ol’lmg encroachment by others, and develor;ing improved
. anagement and access to water, marke - i
: . ) ts, .
veterinary services, health including health services, education arlcicri1‘31%{l}tl"m::\lt]iltI}Tll'f'11 i

(g) Promoting education, research
e nou ition, ch and development on farmi
older cultivation and animal husbandry techniques, particularly in envir:fm:rftztﬁ;ni’ra;ll:

areas, building on local and traditional practi :
t staina - .
advantage of women’s knowledge; practices of su ble agriculture and taking particular

h tr i : i
effecti(ve) uses O;Zitg‘t’;mgl aﬁ:culn_:ral training and extension services to promote a more
e aahisslaaaE Bd echnologies and indigenous knowledge systems and to disseminate
ot lg‘ in order to rt?af:h both men and women farmers and other agricultural

, including through the hiring of more women as extension workers; e =
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(i) Promoting infrastructural and institutional investment in small-scale . farmmg&utz
resource-poor regions so that small-scale farmers can fully explore market opportumtnes, within
the context of liberalization.

33.  Access to credit by small rural or urban producers, lapdless farmers a.nd OthE pe:g‘::f
with low or no income should be substantially improved, with special attention to the needs
of women and disadvantaged and vulnerable groups, by:

(a) Reviewing national legal, regulatory and instimtiopal frameworks that rti:strict the
access of people living in poverty, especially women, to credit on reasonable terms;

(b) Promoting realistic targets for access to affordable credit, where appropriate;

iding i i i i d strengthening the capacities of
¢) Providing incentives for improving access to an g the |
the oréaz'lized credit system to deliver credit and related services to people living in poverty and

vulnerable groups;

(d) Expanding financial networks, building on existing community pemorksi oith:vu;g-
attractive opportunities for savings and ensuring equitable access to credit at the .

34. Urban poverty should further be addressed by:

(a) Promoting and strengthening micro-enterprises, new gqﬂl businesses, coopcra_ti:ee
enterprises, and expanded market and other employment opportunities and, where appropriate,
facilitating the transition from the informal to the formal sector;

(b) Promoting sustainable livelihoods for peop}e living in urban poverty throqi};n tl::
provision or expansion of access 10 training, education and other employm:r; assi
services, in particular for women, youth, the unemployed and the underemployed;

(c) Promoting public and private investments to improve for the deprived the overall

human environment and infrastructure, in particular housing, water and sanitation, and public

transportation;

(d) Ensuring that strategies for shelter give special attention to women ar-xd children,
bearing in mind the perspectives of women in the development of such strategies;

(¢) Promoting social and other essential services, including, w!'ulzrc necessary, azs:moe
for people to move to areas that offer better employment opportunities, housing, € _

health and other social services;

(f)  Ensuring safety through effective criminal justice admuust_:rat.lon and protect!
measures that are responsive 1o the needs and concerns of the community;
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(g) Strengthening the role and expanding the means of municipal authorities,
non-governmental organizations, universities and other educational institutions, businesses and

community organizations, enabling them to be more actively involved in urban planning, policy
development and implementation; :

(h) Ensuring that special measures are taken to protect the displaced, the homeless,
street children, unaccompanied minors and children in special and difficult circumstances,
orphans, adolescents and single mothers, people with disabilities, and older persons, and to
ensure that they are integrated into their communities.

C. Meeting the basic human needs of all

35. Governments, in partnership with all other development actors, in particular organizations
of and people living in poverty, should cooperate to meet the basic human needs of all,
including people living in poverty and vulnerable groups, by:

(a) Ensuring universal access to basic social services, with particular efforts to facilitate
access by people living in poverty and vulnerable groups;

(b) Creating public awareness that the satisfaction of basic human needs is an essential
element of poverty reduction; these needs are closely interrelated and comprise nutrition,

health, water and sanitation, education, employment, housing and participation in cultural and.
social life;

(¢) Ensuring full and equal access to social services, especially education, legal
services and health-care services for women of all ages and children, recognizing the rights,
duties and responsibilities of parents and other persons legally responsible for children,
consistent with the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

(d) Ensuring that due priority is given and adequate resources made available, at the
national, regional and international levels, to combat the threat to individual and public health
posed by the rapid spread of HIV/AIDS globally and by the re-emergence of major diseases,

such as tuberculosis, malaria, onchocerciasis (river blindness) and diarrhoeal diseases, in
particular cholera;

(e) Taking particular actions to enhance the productive capacities of indigenous people,
ensuring their full and equal access to social services and their participation in the elaboration
and implementation of policies that affect their development, with full respect for their cultures,
languages, traditions and forms of social organizations, as well as their own initiatives;

(f)  Providing appropriate social services to enable vulnerable people and people living

in poverty to improve their lives, to exercise their rights and to participate fully in all social,
economic and political activities and to contribute to social and economic development;
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(g) Recognizing that improving people’s health is inseparably linked to so
environment;

I

(h) Ensuring physical access to all basic social services for persons who are older,
disabled or homebound; I
i

(i) Ensuring that people living in poverty have full and equal access to justice,
including knowledge of their rights and, as appropriate, through the provision of free legal
assistance. The legal system should be made more sensitive and responsive to the needs and
special circumstances of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups in order to ensure a strong and

independent administration of justice;

(j)  Promoting full restorative services, in particular for those who require institutional
care or are homebound, and a comprehensive array of community-based, long-term care
services: for those facing loss of independence. -

36. Governments should implement the commitments that have been made to meet the basic
needs of all, with assistance from the international community consistent with chapter V of the
present Programme of Action, including, inter alia, the following: E

(a) By the year 2000, universal access to basic education and completion of primary
- education by at least 80 per cent of primary. school-age children; closing the gender gap in
primary and secondary school education by the year 2005; universal primary education in all

countries before the year 2015;

(b) By the year 2000, life expectancy of not less than 60 years in any country;

(c) By the year 2000, reduction of mortality rates of infants and children under five
years of age by one third of the 1990 level, or 50 to 70 per 1,000 live births, whichever is less;
by the year 2015, aim to achieve an infant mortality rate below 35 per 1,000 live births and

an under-five mortality rate below 45 per 1,000;

(d) By the year 2000, a reduction in maternal mortality by one half of the 1990 level;
by the year 2015, a further reduction by one half;

(¢) Achieving food security by ensuring a safe and nutritionally adequate food supply,
at both the national and international levels, a reasonable degree of stability in the supply of
food, as well as physical, social and economic access to enough food for all, while reaffirming

that food should not be used as a tool for political pressure;

(f) By the year 2000, a reduction of severe and moderate malnutrition among children
under five years of age by half of the 1990 level;
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- pigzut tﬁimtht‘:) );eemad 2000, alttall ’nmdent by all peoples of the world of a level of health that
; a socially and economicall ductive li . :
primary health care for all; y productive life, and to this end, ensuring

' (‘h). Making access_ible through the primary health-care system reproductive health to
all mclmdualsf of appropriate ages as soon as possible and no later than the year 2015, in
accordance with the Prc_ogranfme of Action of the International Conference on Population ;md
gev?opment, and :z;kmgl into account the reservations and declarations made at that

onference, especially those concerning the d i
e i g need for parental guidance and parental

(i)  Strengthening efforts and increasin i i i '
. . . : g commitments with the aim, by the year 2000,
9f reducing malaria mortality and morbidity by at least 20 per cent compared to 1{9’95 levels
::)1 il;;;:as:t '{5 pﬂ:r Zent ;}f affected countries, as well as reducing social and economic losses due
aria in the developing countries, especially in Africa, wh i jori
both of cases and of deaths occur; i

(j) By the year 2000, eradicat'ng eliminatin. i i -
e ) g or controlling major diseases-
global health problems, in accordance with paragraph 6.12 of AggendaJ 21; e

(k) Reducing the adult illiteracy rate - the a i i i

; ppropriate age group to be determined in
eat?h country - to at least.half its 1990 level, with an emphasis on female literacy. Achieving
umve_rsal access to qua_llty- ec!us:ation, with particular priority being given to primary and .
technical educatloon and job training, combating illiteracy and eliminating gender disparities in
access to, retention in, and support for, education;

.(.l) Providing, on a sustainable basis, access to safe drinking water in sufficient
quantities and proper sanitation for all;

(m) Improving the availability of affordable and adequate shelter fi i
; - eq all
with the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000; e

(n) Monitoring the implementation of those commitmen i i
itori nen ts at the highest appropriate

Ie:vel z_md. cons;denng. the possibility of expediting their implementation through the

dissemination of sufficient and accurate statistical data and appropriate indicators.

.3'?. Access to social services for people living in poverty and vulnerable groups should be
improved through: :

(a) Facilitating access and improving the quality of education for people living in
poverty by establishing schools in unserved areas, providing social services, such as meals and
health care, as incentives for families in poverty to keep children in school, and improving the
quality of schools in low-income communities;
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(b) Expanding and improving opportunities for continuing .educ:lz:m;dﬂd t:minnlll;%o l‘z
of public and private initiatives and ngn-formal ed.ucau-onb.n_ « o impe

B it for people living in poverty, including people v}flth dxs-a. ili 1es,d e
?lgwp;:;;ng:zsskﬂls and knowledge that they need to better their conditions and i :

i -fo )
(0 Bwing s mprovng il sdusion, 1ot ST e
1 1 i logies, io an ;
luding through new learning tgchno . ' :
:ﬁ‘;a:lvangtages faced by young children growing up in poverty;

(d) Ensuring that people living in poverty 15:2;11 t;?w-mcosr:; ig:smn:::st;:tse l?tav:ri :cl:c :

i hich provides primary -care  se 3 ;

? mel:;l gzﬁiﬁfﬁle Intel:'national Conference on Population and Development, free o
1o

charge or at affordable rates;

. k 3

; : t agencies, health-care WOIKCTS,

ting cooperation among governmen i vil society

(?e P} ;3&0 Orgam'zatil:)ens, women’s organizations and other msumrt;?jzit?jecgle:dth (_

Poz-rgd(;r to develop a comprehensive national strategy S IIPRTRIRG. 5 have full access 0

:‘I‘d Chﬂd healthi-care services, a5d, o08 e tha:l gle shxnﬁlﬁrﬂmg safe motherhood

; ; . iRy alia, education and service ._ ey 2

gy e etatal care, and the beefits of breast-feeding, consisier Wie
and pr 2

r

® Encouraging health-care workers to work in low-mcftlm;fe ctzn:)r:lhl;mn:liz a:lnnc:e .

d providing outreach services to make health care availa s

areas, and prc ing that investing in a primary health-care system that ensure e
s retcoa%ll:ilzrlelfabilitation for all individuals is an etjfectivc': ‘means of promoting

:s:;?gc development as well as broad participation in society.

D. Enhanced social protection and reduced vulnerability

38. Social protection systems should be based on legislation and, asi :p‘;:!rh%p::;iiosttrt?;(gith‘:: 1

: ed. as necessary, in order to protect from poverty peopie i
e expall'lld Jnnot work due to sickness, disability, old age or maternity, or ﬂuoughcanngdeath ]
pe?ple W odca!_mk or older relatives; families that have lost a breadwinner e
chnlc_iren ancaklslplc. d le who have lost their livelihoods due to natural di e
m‘a?mccbrwars c’)ra?orc‘:io %isplacement. Due attention should be given to peop €
violence, !

the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Actions to this end should include: .
(a) Strengthening and expanding programmes targeted to those in need, programmes
a

. g - . . . . - . -
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(b) Developing, where necessary, a strategy for a gradual expansion of social

protection programmes that provide social security for all, according to a schedule and terms
and conditions related to national contexts;

(c) Ensuring that social safety nets associated with economic restructuring are
considered as complementary strategies to overall poverty reduction and an increase in

productive employment. Short term by nature, safety nets must protect people living in poverty
and enable them to find productive employment; '

(d) Designing social protection and support programmes to help people become
self-sufficient as fully and quickly as possible, to assist and protect families, to reintegrate

people excluded from economic activity and to prevent the social isolation or stigmatization
- of those who need protection;

(e) Exploring a variety of means for raising revenues to strengthen social protection

programmes, and promoting efforts by the private sector and voluntary associations to provide
social protection and support;

() Promoting the innovative efforts of self-help organizations, professional
associations and other organizations of civil society in this sphere;

(g) Expanding and strengthening social protection programmes to protect working
people, including the self-employed and their families, from the risk of falling into poverty, by

extending coverage to as many as possible, providing benefits quickly and ensuring that
entitlements continue when workers change jobs;

(h) Ensuring, through appropriate regulation, that contributory social protection plans
are efficient and transparent so that the contributions of workers, employers and the State and
the accumulation of resources can be monitored by the participants;

(i) Ensuring an adequate social safety net under structural adjustment programmes;

(j) Ensuring that social protection and social support programmes meet the needs of
women and, especially that they take into account women’s multiple roles and concerns, in
particular their reintegration into formal work after periods of absence, support for older
women, and the promotion of acceptance of women’s multiple roles and responsibilities.

39. Particular efforts should be made to protect children and youth by:

(a) Promoting family stability and supporting families in providing mutual support,
including in their role as nurturers and educators of children;

(b) Promoting social support, including good quality child care and working conditions
that allow both parents to reconcile parenthood with working life;
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(c) Supporting and involving family organizations and networks in commumty..-
activities;

(d) Taking the necessary legislative, administrative, social and edltxl:atiqnlat hrﬁ:l?sms |
to protect and promote the rights of the child, with particular attention to the gir y

i i ildren i ially difficult
i ituati tecting the rights of children in especla!ly
ik e ER andel:-(;:nﬂici children who lack adequate family support,

i , includin in areas of arm . o lack adec _ I
?;Liﬁ::nuﬁsanﬁeet cfgﬁldren, abandoned children, children with disabilities, children addicted

i .ed' .
to narcotic drugs, children affected by war or natur_al and man-made dlzzsntszs;l lt;nzc;rg;:;n
minor refugee children, working children and children who are ecc'f ———
exploited or abused, including the vicﬁn&s of ’the sal; tz::n:l ut:zf:;zk;ﬁﬁ 21- eclmtmt::d o o

e access to food, shelter, education an : . - |
t:nug t‘zge::: as well as provided with the necessary sgcxal and. psycho_log:;al Casxslxj;z:\::izen fg:
their healﬂxy,reintegration into society, family reunification consistent with the Co .
the Rights of the Child, and substituting education for child work;

(f) Developing and strengthening programmes wgﬂe:;:l youﬁlnl;:i‘r:iism tgo;:(go ‘
order to enhance their economic, educational, somal_ and cul al oppo e ,outside o
constructive social relations among them and to provide them with connec
communities to break the intergenerational cycle of poverty;

(g) Addressing the special needs of indigenous Siﬁldrcn fﬂd&meir :'ca.::(l:ﬁ:: p::lt;m;lzrllal
iving 1 r areas, enabling them to bene_ﬁt equately from ; and:
tcigs:loll;:nlgﬁt lgrggr.;mmes, with full respect for their cultures, languages and traditions;

i iti ingle parent in society and ensuring that
[mproving the condition of the single pare! : “
sin lefggrentng;ﬂliesg and female-headed or femﬂe-WMed hquseholds receive the socl
supgport they need, including support for adequate housing and child care.

40. Particular efforts should be made to protect older persons, including those w:th
disabilities, by:

(a) Strengthening family support systems;

. : : lack:
(b) Improving the situation of older persons, In particular in cases where they :

adequate family support, including rural older persons, working older persons, those .

by armed conflicts and natural or man-made disasters, and those who are exploited, physically
y

or psychologically neglected, or abused;

: i 1 -_j-_:
(c) Ensuring that older persons are able to meet their basic human needs througt

i i i isted, that older persons
access to social services and social security, that those in need are a:s;s;d e :
are protected from abuse and violence, and are treated as a resourc
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(d) Providing assistance to grandparents who have been required ‘to assume
responsibility for children, particularly of parents who are affected by serious diseases,
including AIDS or leprosy, or others who are unable to care for their dependents;

(e) Creating a financial environment that encourages people to save for their oid age;

(f)  Strengthening measures and mechanisms to ensure that retired workers do not fall
into poverty, taking into acccunt their contribution to the development of their countries;

(g) Encouraging and supporting cross-generational participation in policy and
programme development and in decision-making bodies at all levels.

41. People and communities should be protected from impoverishment and long-term

displacement and exclusion resulting from disasters through the following actions at the
national and international levels, as appropriate:

(a) Designing effective mechanisms to reduce the impact and to mitigate the effects
of natural disasters, such as droughts, earthquakes, cyclones and floods;

(b) Developing long-term strategies and contingency plans for the effective mitigation
of natural disasters and for famine, including early warning, assessment, information
dissemination and management, as well as rapid response strategies, that ensure the quick
evolution of relief activities into rehabilitation and development;

(c) Developing complementary mechanisms that integrate  governmental,
intergovernmental and non-governmental efforts, including- the establishment of national
volunteer corps to support United Nations activities in the areas of humanitarian emergency
assistance, as well as mechanisms to promote a smooth transition from relief to rehabilitation,

reconstruction and development, in accordance with General Assembly resolutions 46/182
and 49/139 B;

(d) Developing and strengthening emergency food reserves as a means to prevent acute
food shortages and stabilize prices, with facilities for food storage, transportation and
distribution during emergencies, making full use of traditional and market mechanisms;

(e) In disaster-prone areas and in cooperation with community-based organizations,
developing drought and flood mitigation agronomic practices and resource conservation and
infrastructure building programmes, using food-for-work, where appropriate, and incorporating
traditional disaster-response practices, which can be rapidly expanded into emergency
employment and rebuilding programmes in disaster situations;

(f)  Establishing the necessary planning and logistical mechanisms to enable quick and
effective response in disaster situations to provide food, psychological and social care,
medicines, medical supplies and other relief to victims, especially women and children, and

== 10 b




se who need it; and channelling and

ensuring that the relief is effectively targeted to tho
organizing disaster assistance so as to regenerate the local economy
protection and development efforts;

(g) Mobilizing and coordinating regional and international assistance,. il}cluding
assistance from the United Nations system, and from non-governmental organizations, to

support the actions of Governments and communities confronting disaster situations;

(h) Reducing vulnerability to natural disasters through the development of early

warning systems.

and support resource

Chapter III

THE EXPANSION OF PRODUCTIVE EMPLOYMENT AND THE
REDUCTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT

Basis for action and objectives

42. Productive work and employment are central elements of development as well as decisive
elements of human identity. Sustained economic growth and sustainable development as well
as the expansion of productive employment should go hand in hand. Full and adequately and
appropriately remunerated employment is an effective method of combating poverty and
promoting social integration. The goal of full employment requires that the State, the social
partners and all the other parts of civil society at all levels cooperate to create conditions that
enable everyone to participate in and benefit from productive work. In a world of increasing
globalization and interdependence among countries, national efforts need to be buttressed by
international cooperation.

43. Globalization and rapid technological development give rise to increased labour mobility,
bringing new employment opportunities as well as new uncertainties. There has been an
increase in part-time, casual and other forms of atypical employment. In addition to requiring
the creation of new employment opportunities on an unprecedented scale, such-an environment.
calls for expanded efforts to enhance human resources development for sustainable
development by, inter alia, enhancing the knowledge and skills necessary for people,
particularly for women and youth, to work productively and adapt to changing requirements.

44. In many developed countries, growth in employment is currently great in small and
medium-sized enterprises and in self-employment. In many developing countries, informal
sector activities are often the leading source of employment opportunities for people with
limited access to formal-sector wage employment, in particular for women. The removal of
obstacles to the operation of such enterprises and the provision of support for their creation and
expansion must be accompanied by protection of the basic rights, health and safety of workers
and the progressive improvement of overall working conditions, together with the strengthening
of efforts to make some enterprises part of the formal sector.

45. While all groups can benefit from more employment opportunities, specific needs and
changing demographic patterns and trends call for appropriate measures. Particular efforts by
the public and private sectors are required in all spheres of employment policy to ensure gender
equality, ‘equal opportunity and non-discrimination on the basis of race/ethnic group, religion,
age, health, disability and with full respect for applicable international instruments. Special
attention must also be paid to the needs of groups who face particular disadvantage in their
access to the labour market so as to ensure their integration into productive activities, including
through the promotion of effective support mechanisms.
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46. Much unremunerated productive work, such as caring for children and older persons,
producing and preparing food for the family, protecting the environment and providing
voluntary assistance to vulnerable and disadvantaged individuals and groups, is of great social
importance.

burden of remunerated and unremunerated work. Efforts are needed to acknowledge the social
and economic importance and value of unremunerated
participation in combination with
encouraging voluntary social activities as well as bro
work, and to accord social recognition for such work, including by developing methods for

reflecting its value in q
produced separately from, but consistent with, core national accounts.

47. There is therefore an urgent need, in the overall context of promoting sustained economic
growth and sustainable development, for:

Worldwide, most of this work is done by women who often face the double

work, to facilitate 1abour-force

such work through flexible working arrangements,
adening the very conception of productive

uantitative terms for possible reflection in accounts that may be

Placing the creation of employment at the centre of national strategies and policies,
with the full participation of employers and trade unions and other parts of civil

society;
Policies to expand work opportunities and increase productivity in both rural and
urban sectors; .

Education and training that enable workers and entrepreneurs to adapt to changing
technologies and economic conditions;

Quality jobs, with full respect for the basic rights of workers as defined by relevant
[LO and other international instruments;

Giving special priority, in the design of policies, to the problems of structural,
long-term unemployment and underemployment of youth, women, persons with
disabilities and all other disadvantaged groups and individuals; :
Empowerment of women, gender balance in decision-making processes at all levels
and gender analysis in policy development to ensure equal employment
opportunities and wage rates for women and to enhance harmonious and mutually
beneficial partnerships between women and men in sharing family and employment

responsibilities;

Empowerment of members of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups, including
through the provision of education and training;

A broader recognition and understanding of work and employment and greater
flexibility in working time arrangements for both men and women.
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Actions

A. The centrality of employment in policy formulation

48. Placing the expansion of i sustaina
‘ productive employment at thy i
strategies and economic and social policies rethiI:;s: i e developn'fent

(@) Promoting and pursuin : -
g active lic . .
remunerated and freely chosen employment; PeUEEs ot Tull, sROSIYE: SRRy

(b) Giving priérity at the national and i i
_ nternational levels to th ici
address the problems of unemployment and underemployment. o,

49. Minimizing the negati;ve impact” i
ct” on easur . >
reqites: pa jobs of m es for macroeconomic stability

(a) Pursuing the coordination of macroeconomi ici

. ) _ nomic polic

;emf;)rcmg and conducive to broad-based and sustained zolngisﬁzo gtrhoa\;thth Z{idmsu;.:auinn:;g
evelopment, as well as substantial increases i i i
S o e o s in productive employment expansion and a

(b)  Giving priority to programmes that most di -
st directl m .
growth when budgetary adjustments are required; y promote viable and long-term job

(d) Enabling competing claims on resourc "
es to be resolved % :
manner through the deveiopment and use of sound industrial relations gymst:ml;?n Sy

(¢) Monitoring, analysing and disseminating i i
. _ oring, ting information on the impact
investment liberalization on the economy, especially on employment; ol

() Exchanging information on different em i
e ployment promotion measures and thei
consequences, and monitoring the development of global emplgyrnent trends; s

(g) Establishing appropriate social safety mechani inimi

_ oprial sms to minimize the adverse effect
3{1 lsmlcmral adjustment, stabilization or reform programmes on the work force, especiallyet(ius:
\ nera_ble, anc'i fc?r those who lose their jobs, creating conditions for their re-entry through
inter alia, continuing education and retraining. .
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50. Promoting patterns of economic growth that maximize employment creation requires;

ntensive investments in economic and social

(a) Encouraging, as appropriate, labour-i
maintain and rehabilitate community assets

infrastructure that use local resources and create,
in both rural and urban areas;

(b) Promoting technological innovations and industrial policies that have the poten ial
to stimulate short and long-term employment creation and to consider their impact on

vulnerable and disadvantaged groups;

(c) Giving developing countries the capacity to select specific and . suitable
technologies;

(d) Providing technical assistance and expanded transfer of technology to develo ping
countries to integrate technology and employment policies with other social objectives, and to
establish and strengthen national and local technology institutions;

(¢) Encouraging the realization in the countries with economies in transition 0 f
programmes for on-the-job personnel training, facilitating their adaptation to market-oriented
reforms and reducing mass unemployment;

(f) Promoting mutually supportive , improvements in rural farm and non-farm
production, including animal husbandry, forestry, fisheries and agro-processing industries,:
aiming to expand and diversify environmentally sound, sustained economic activity and

productive employment in the rural sector;

(g) Encouraging community economic development strategies that build on
partnerships among Governments and members of civil society to create jobs and address the
social circumstances of individuals, families and communities;

(h) Introducing sound policies to mobilize savings and stimulate investment i
capital-short areas;
(i) Maximizing the job creation potential inherent in Agenda 21 through

conservation and management of natural resources, the promotion of alternative livelihoods '_
fragile ecosystems, and the rehabilitation and regeneration of critically affected and vulnerable

land areas and natural resources;
()  Encouraging the utilization of renewable energy, based on

employment-intensive resources, in particular in rural areas.

51. Enhancing opportunities for the creation and growth of private-sector enterprises
would generate additional employment requires:
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(a) Removing obstacles faced b :
: smal -si . ;
regulations that discourage private initiatize; mall and medium-sized enterprises and easing

(b) Facilitating access b dium-si
. _ y small and medium-sized enterprises. t i i
international markets, management training and technological inrt?onn:ti:n?redlt, ik

(c) Facilitating arrangements betw:
. een large and small i
subcontracting programmes, with full respect for workers’ rights; enterprises, such as

i f_gr)leurlsn;)prmlr-mg. qpporftmi.tie_s e.md working conditions for women and youth
p y eliminating discrimination in access to credit, productive resources and social

security protection, and providing and increasi ; :
support, such as health care and Ehild car:;:easmg’ as appropriate, family benefits and social

of cog;lmtis?fzir:g;iggpmng and esta-blislmt'}:g legal frameworks to foster the development
. ’ encouragin em t B H . ; :
lending programmes and promote entreprenfurship; 0 mobilize capital, develop innovative

pmgre(sts)ivel As?stt:lg Lt;foma_l sectors and local enterprises to become more productive and
infc“_matimy g grated into the formal economy through access to affordable credit,
e Oppo, M'tie:5 T:r:::r,a::\:: t;ﬁ?::]logﬂ and appropriate technological and management

: .rtum‘ ec and management skills, and improved premi
o:l:tt:c[:il;ymca{l‘:nfrastrucmr_e, as well as by progressively extending labourpstandarl:ls :nn;e :oz?ac:-
p n without destroying the ability of informal sectors to generate employment;

(g) Promoting the creation and development of independent organizations, such as

chambers and other associati 2 ctitat3
it ciations or self-help institutions of small formal and informal

(h) Facilitating the e i ‘s .
of industries. g:thic:expansion oidue training and smployments generating opportnitics
B. Education, training and labour policies

52. Facilitating people’s access to : .
. productive employment ’ : .
environment and developing better quality jobs rezuifes: e B s L

(a) Establishing well-defined educati S , . : ‘
educaticii ‘and tréifing Sysreis ucational priorities and investing effectively in

(b) Introducing new and revitalized i
' : partnerships between education and
government departments, including labour, and communications and partnerships betzrqel:r:

s ' f




the private sector, local communities,

Governments and non-governmental organizations,
religious groups and families;

(c) Ensuring broad basic education,  especially literacy, and promoting general
education, including the analytical and critical thinking that is essential to improve learning
skills. This is the foundation for acquiring specialized: skills and for renewing, adapting and -
upgrading them rapidly to facilitate horizontal and vertical occupational mobility; I

1
of youth and adult learners in the design of
that the labour force and

Promoting the active participation

(d)
literacy campaigns, education and training programmes to ensure

social realities of diverse groups are taken into account;

ensure that education and training programmes.
full and equal access to training opportunities,
offer incentives for public and private
on a continuous basis, and stimulate

(e) Promoting lifelong learning to
respond to changes in the economy, provide
secure the access of women t0 training programmes,
sectors to provide, and for workers to acquire, training
entrepreneurial skills;
through technical assistance programmes, including
designed and adaptable vocational training and
tivity and productive employment;

(f) Encouraging and supporting
those of the United Nations system, well-
_apprenticeship programmes to enhance produc

training programmes for the efnployment of new

(g) Promoting and strengthening
programmes for displaced and retrenched workers;

entrants to the job market and retraining

Developing an enhanced capacity for research and knowledge dissemination by
nal exchanges of information on innovative models and best

(h)

encouraging national and internatio
practices;

(1) Developing, in the area of vocational and continuing education, innovative methods
of teaching and learning, including interactive technologies and inductive methods involving

close coordination between working experience and training.

53. Helping workers to adapt and to enhance their employment opportunities under chang
economic conditions requires:

(a) Designing, developing, implementing, analysing and monitoring active 1abo
policies to stimulate the demand for labour in order to ensure that the burden of indirect laboul
costs on employers does not constitute a disincentive to hiring workers, identifying skil
shortages and surpluses, providing vocational guidance and counselling services and active help

in job searches, promoting occupational choice and mobility, offering advisory services ant
support to enterprises, particularly small enterprises, for the more effective use am
development of their work force, and establishing institutions and processes that prevent &
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forms of discrimination and i
m s
sulnetableand dissdventaged: prove the employment opportunities of groups that are

b . s
(b) Improving employment opportunities and increasing ways and means of helping

youth and persons with disabiliti .
employment: ilities to develop the skills they need to enable them to find

(c)

p : :
romoting access by women and g1rls_ to traditionally male-dominated occupations;

(d) Developing strate .ies to addr
atypical employment g ess the needs of people engaged in various forms of

(¢) Promoting labour mobility ini

: as , retraining and maintenan

t _ ce of adequat i

g;‘o ec::gtn to _faclht'at.e worke1: redeployment when there is phasing out of qrodua fml: s sos]c:ral
an enterprise, giving special attention to vulnerable and disadvantageg gmuplgn arclosnes

'in&odtgcg:zion Eonff:zzfvagtinghn cclaopf:ration between employers and workers to prepare for: the
— new technologies and' to plan for their employment effects as far in ad
possible, while ensuring adequate protection and adjustment; ar in advance

to & : - . f - . =

employment and job search cou i ini
o inforeation nselling, training, placement, -apprenticeships and the sharing

(i)  Strengthening labour market i i

) information systems i

5 WA , particularly th

agpzsg?a:; d;ita and ‘f“!‘cators on employment, underemployment, unempl}c;ynfe:: ;;gjganrl:l?t .

Sossible workss;ntélar:;tmn of - :lnf(:;‘rmaUOn concerning labour markets, including, as falrlg:;
. ons outside formal markets. All ‘ -

gender in order to monitor the status of women relativ:l::)hniilta SRR SR SaE =

C. Enhanced quality of work and employment

54. Governments should enhance the quality of work and employment by:

(a) Observing and i ' . .
—— g and fully implementing the human rights obligations that they have
(b) Safeguarding and promoting respect for basic workers’ rights, including the

prohibition of forced labour and child labour, freedom of association and the right to organize
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n for work of equal value, and
onventions of the [nternational
tions and taking into account '

ation for men and wome
fully implementing the ¢

Labour Organization in the case of States party to those conven
e case of those countries that are not States

the principles embodied in those conventions in th
party to thus achieve truly sustained economic gro

and bargain collectively, equal remuner
non-discrimination in employment, and

wth and sustainable development;

ratification and full implementation of ILO conventions in

(c) Strongly considering
lating to the employment rights of minors, women, youth,

these areas, as well as those re
persons with disabilities and indigenous people;

(d) Using existing international labour standards to guide the formulation of national

labour legislation and policies;

(¢) Promoting the role of the ILO, particularly as regards improving the level of

employment and the quality of work;

(f) Encouraging,’ where appropriate, employers and workers to consider ways and
means for enhancing the sharing of workers in the profits of enterprises and promoting
cooperation between workers and employers in the decisions of enterprises. '

55. To achieve a healthy and safe working environment, remove exploitation, abolish child

labour, raise productivity and enhance the quality of life requires:

(a) Developing and implementing policies designed to promote improved working
conditions, including health and safety conditions;

(b) Improving health policies that reduce, with a view to eliminating, environmental
health hazards and provide for occupational health and safety, in conformity with relevant
conventions providing informal sector enterprises and all workers with accessible information
and guidance on how to enhance occupational safety and to reduce health risks;

s and regulations, sound labour relations.

(c) Promoting, in accordance with national law
freedom of association and the right to

based on tripartite cooperation and full respect for the
organize and bargain collectively;

minating all forms of child labour that are
contrary to accepted international standards and ensuring the full enforcement of relevant
existing laws, and, where appropriate, enacting the legislation necessary to implement the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and ILO standards, ensuring the protection of work ing

children, in particular of street children, through the provision of appropriate health, education
and other social services;

(d) Setting specific target dates for eli

(e) Designing labour polici
. 4 policies and programm ;
is a main cause of chi cies and programmes to help eradicat i :
il scho::l :hh:_ld !;bqur, ellmma_ ting child labour and encou:agii fan;ly e whxc’h
: ough, inter alia, the provision of social services a:g-ndpot;z:'s'to e
incentives;

(f)  Establishing policies
and
seeual harassmsot snd viglance: programmes to protect workers, especially women, from

(g) Encouraging incenti ;
adopt technologi ives to public and private enterprises to d
i relggu:s an_d knov:r-how that improve the working enviro eno evelop, transf'ez: and
saf uce, with a view to eliminating, health risks hy Senes dosupatiana]

56. The full participati
pation of women in th -
employment opportunities require: e labour market and their equal access to

(a) . Establishing the princi

: principle of equality betw:
¢ . een :
emp:OYment policy and promoting gender sensitivity trainin ?‘eﬂl_at}d women as a ba}sxs o
mployment of women; g to eliminate prejudice against the

?

(c) Improving women’s i
P access to technologies that facilitate thei i
oo o prlt')l:l,uz?courage self-support, generate income, transform geti:ll:::ccupaponal e
ive process and enable them to move out of stereotyped lg:: Scnf')ed 'ml::eS
, low-paying jobs;

(d) Changi o ;
on gendgr, and prﬁl\zﬁi:;h ois;stPo h'mes and attitudes that reinforce the division of labour based
leave, technologies thatgfacililtt:tt;ogla: :mm Su:i:h a8 Social protection. foe ualeciy par;f;l
: . g and reduce th -y
32’:;21;;1 arv;frtl)rkmg arrangements, including parental volunialt?yurd:allt?tgn?g WP U, &
g as well as accessible and affordable quality child-care e
; nable

(¢) Encouraging men to tak '
iy sqvas h ¥ e an active part i ;
responsibilities, ‘including the sharing of child-r:anl?ng anmda::ozzfvso&f PR s Nogfold

D. E iti
nhanced employment opportunities for groups with specific needs
57. i [ amm
The improvement of the design of policies and programmes requires:

a T : .

PrOgra(rnincslﬁgt;flﬁ?éb?:d rzﬂectn-rzlg the specific needs of particular groups, and ensuring that
and no imi - A

of those groups; non-discriminatory, efficient and effective in meeting the needs
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(b) Actively involving representatives of these groups in planning, -dt':51gn and
management, and monitoring, evaluating and reorienting these programmes by prov1{11p.g accg:g 1
to accurate information and sufficient resources to ensure that they reach their inten

beneficiaries.

58. Employment policies can better address the problem of short and long-temln.
unemployment by:

(a) Incorporating, with the involvement of the unemplqyed and/or th.exr assgc:?;ilgi:;s,
a comprehensive set of measures, including em‘pioymet}t planning, rt?-educatlton an i ‘g
programmes, literacy, skills upgrading, counselhpg and job-search asgsta;me, empoﬂ-emry
‘schemes, frequent contact with employment service offices and preparing for entry an

into the labour market; :

i ' i - loyment and their effect on.

- Analysing the underlying causes of. long-term unemployment
diﬁ'ere(:t) groups, including older workers and smglg parents, and designing employment and
other supporting policies that address specific situations and needs;

i oci i  reduce batriers and disincentives to

¢) Promoting social securty schemes that reduce . isi s
emplogft;em so as to enable the unemployed to improve their capacity to participate actwely
'in society, to maintain an adequate standard of living and to be able to take advantage O

employment opportunities.

59. Programmes for entry or re-entry into the labour market aimed at vulnerable and

disadvantaged groups can effectively combat the causes of exclusion on the labour market by::.

(a) Complementing literacy actions, general educati.on or vocational training py. work;.
experience that may include support and instruction on business _management and.tra;mngtzcvf;
as to give better knowledge of the value of entrepreneurship and other private-sector

contributions to society;

(b) Increasing the level of skills, and also improving the ability of getting a job through
improvements in housing, health and family life.

60. Policies should seek to guarantee all youth constructive options for their future by:

(a) Providing equal access to education at the primary and secondary levels, with
literacy as a priority and with special attention to girls;

(b) Encouraging the struggle against illiteracy and p.romoting literacy training I
national languages in developing countries, in particular in Africa;

(c) Encouraging various actors to join forces in designing and carrying OUY&

i outh,
comprehensive and coordinated programmes that stimulate the resourcefulness of y
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preparing them for durable employment or self-employment, and providing them with

guidance, vocational and managerial training, social skills, work experience and education in
social values;

(d) Ensuring the participation of youth, commensurate with their age and responsibility,
in planning and decision-making with regard to their future.

61. The full participation of indigenous people in the labour market and their equal access
to employment opportunities requires developing comprehensive employment, education and
training programmes that take account of the particular needs of indigenous people.

62.- Broadening the range of employment opportunities for persons with disabilities requires:

(a) Ensuring that laws and regulations do not discriminate against persohs with
disabilities;

(b) Taking proactive measures, such as organizing support services, devising incentive
schemes and supporting self-help schemes and small businesses; '

(¢) Making appropriate adjustments in the work place to accommodate persons with
disabilities, including in that respect the promotion of innovative technologies;

(d) Developing alternative forms of employment, such as supported employment, for.
persons with disabilities who need these services;

(e) Promoting public awareness within society regarding the impact of the negative
stereotyping of persons with disabilities on their participation in the labour market;

63. There is need for intensified international cooperation and national attention to the
situation of migrant workers and their families. To that end:

(a) Governments are invited to consider ratifying existing instruments pertaining to
migrant workers, particularly the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of
All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families;

(b) In accordance with national legislation, Governments of receiving countries are
urged to consider extending to documented migrants who meet appropriate length-of-stay
requirements and to members of their families whose stay in the receiving country is regular,
treatment equal to that accorded their own nationals with regard to the enjoyment of basic
human rights, including equality of opportunity and treatment in respect of religious practices,
working conditions, social security, participation in trade unions and access to health,
education, cultural and other social services, as well as equal access to the judicial system and
equal treatment before the law;
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es of origin, transit countries and countries of destination
s of undocumented migration, safeguarding the
g their exploitation;

(c) Governments of countri

are urged to cooperate in reducing the cause
basic human rights of undocumented migrants and preventin

and countries of origin should adopt

(d) Governments of both receiving countries
exploit undocumented

effective sanctions against those who crganize undocumented migration,
migrants or engage in trafficking in undocumented migrants;

(¢) Governments of countries of origin are urged to facilitate the return of migrants
and their reintegration into their home communities and to devise ways of using their skills.
ies of origin should consider collaborating with countries of destination

Governments of countri
and engaging the support of appropriate international organizations in promoting the return on '

a voluntary basis of qualified migrants who can play a crucial role in the transfer of

knowledge, skills and technology. Countries of destination are encouraged to facilitate return
migration on 2 voluntary * basis by adopting flexible policies, such as the transferability of

pensions and other work benefits.

E. A broader recognition and understanding of work and employment

64. A broader recognition- and understanding of work and employment requires:

(a) Acknowledging the important contribution of unremunerated work to societal

well-being and bringing respect, dignity and value to societal perceptions of such work and the
people who do it;

(b) Developing a more comprehensive knowledge of work and employment through,
inter alia, efforts to measure and better understand the type, extent and distribution of
unremunerated work, particularly work in caring for dependents and unremunerated work done
for family farms or businesses, and encouraging, sharing and disseminating information, studies
and experience in this field, including on the development of methods for assessing its value
in quantitative terms, for possible reflection in accounts that may be produced separately from,

but consistent with, core national accounts;
(c) Recognizing the relationship between remunerated employment and unremunerated
productive employment, to ensure equal access by

work in developing strategies to expand
women and men to employment, and. to ensure the care and well-being of children and other

dependents, as well as to combat poverty and promote social integration;

(d) Encouraging an open dialogue on the possibilities and.institutional requirements
for a broader understanding of various forms of work and employment;

(¢) Examining 2 range of policies and programmes, including social securit
legislation, and taxation systeras, in accordance with national priorities and policies, to ascert

how to facilitate flexibility i
- ty in the wa ivi o 43
paid emplo 2 way people divide their t :
ployment, family responsibilities, volunteer activit;m:n?lcxe;nszg'uﬁnon o g
1ally useful forms of
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e S hOuseho%ds- g particular attention to the situation of women, especiall
? ? y

(f)  Promoting socially
y useful volunte ; .
support such : o er work and all .
work without diluting the objectives regarding :nc:)tllgfm?rﬁr?nate.resomces to
Xpansion;
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the recognition and und i
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working time arrangements over the lifetime. cmployment and on new forms of flexible

65. The develo I
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Chapter IV

SOCIAL INTEGRATION

Basis for action and objectives

66. The aim of social integration is to create "a society for all", where every individual, each
with rights and responsibilities, has an active role to play. Such an inclusive society must be
based upon respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, cultural and religious
diversity, social justice and the special needs of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups,
democratic participation and the rule of law. The pluralistic nature of most societies has at
times resulted in problems for the different groups to achieve and maintain harmony and
cooperation, and to have equal access to all resources in society. Full recognition of each
individual’s rights in the context of the rule of law has not always been fully guaranteed.
Since the founding of the United Nations, this quest for humane, stable, safe, tolerant and just
societies has shown at best a mixed record.

67. Nevertheless, progress has been noted, as shown in the continuation of the ongoing
process of decolonization; the elimination of apartheid; the spread of democracy; wider
recognition of the need to respect human dignity, all human rights and fundamental freedoms
" and cultural diversity; the unacceptability of discrimination; increasing recognition of the
unique concerns of indigenous people in the world; an expanded notion of collective-
responsibility for all members of a society; expanded economic and educational opportunities
and the globalization of communication; and greater possibility for social mobility, choice and

autonomy of action.

68. Notwithstanding these, there are negative developments that include social polarization
and fragmentation; widening disparities and inequalities of income and wealth within and
among nations; problems arising from uncontrolled urban development and the degradation of
the environment; marginalization of people, families, social groups, communities and even
entire countries; the strains on individuals, families, communities and institutions as a result
of the rapid pace of social change, economic transformation, migration and major dislocations

of population, particularly in the areas of armed conflict.

69. Furthermore, violence, in its many manifestations, including domestic violence, especially

against women, children, older persons and people with disabilities, is a growing threat to the
security of individuals, families and communities everywhere. Total social breakdown is an
all too real contemporary experience. Organized crime, illegal drugs, the illicit arms trade,
trafficking in women and children, ethnic and religious conflict, civil war, terrorism, all forms
of extremist violence, xenophobia, politically motivated killing and even genocide present
fundamental threats to societies and the global social order. These are compelling and urgent
reasons for action by Governments individually and, as appropriate, jointly to foster social

cohesion while recognizing, protecting and valuing diversity.
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70.

There is therefore an urgent need for:

Transpare-nt and accountable public institutions that are accessible to people on an
equal basis and are responsive to their needs;

Opportunities for all to participate in all spheres of public life;

Strengthened participation and involvement of civil society in the formuiation

implementation and evaluation of decisi ini
z 2 ions determining th raad
well-being of their societies; g the functioning and

Publicly available objective data to enable people to make informed decisions;
Maintenance of social stability and promotion of social justice and progress;

Promotion of non-discriminatio .
T n, tolerance and mutual respect for and value of

Equity and equality of opportunity and social mobility;
Gender equality and equity and empowerment of woﬁén;

Ehmir!ation of physi?al and -social barriers with the aim of creating a society
?xccesmble for all, with special emphasis on measures to meet the needs and
interests of those who face obstacles in participating fully in society;

Giving special attention to the righ j i
\ : ght to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of phys;cal and mental health, and to health as a factor of development;

Promoting the principle of carin 2 i
or g for each other’s well-being and fostering the
spirit of mutual support, within the context of human rights education; :

While aclmo'wledging legitimate national defence needs, the dangers to society of
armed conf}mt, the negative effect of excessive military expenditures, trade in
arms, especially of .thos-e arms that are particularly injurious or have indi;cﬁminate
effects,_ and excessive investment for arms production and acquisition should be
rc?cogmzed fmd addressed. Similarly, the need to combat illicit arms trafficking

fnolence, crime, the production, use and trafficking of illicit drugs, and trafﬂckina,
in women and children should be recognized; ’ )

The e!irpination of all forms of violence and the full implementation of the
Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women.
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