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[ HELP UPDATE]

Late one avening in ?bb:ulry 1993,
Arangon arrived at HELP, His Thai
mother had worked in Japan for

almost two years before getting

pregnant and giving birth to him,
Although he had 3just turned five
months old when he came, he did
not o¢ry much and was a happy baby
just like "Salgo=-zan”. His
mother's employer, who had paid
the maternity expenses (about
US$2,000) in advance, demandaed
that she not only abandon the baby
but also pay back the H5$20,000.
Soon aftar the birth, sha asked a
Thai friend who also had a baby to
take care of Arangen . and she
worked hard to repay the debt. No
matter how hard she tried,
howevar, her ineocme covered oniy
her and the Dbaby's expenses,
‘leaving nothing hut a huge debt.
This predicament led her to plead
with HELP to take care of the baby

until she could finish paying off

Thig 24-year-old mother had
alrsady paid more than U5$30,000
{3.6 million yen) of the "un-
known"” debt she had when . she
arrived in Japan. Weé believe szhe
Was able to come to HELP 'without
any interferancs, because she: had
Paid her initial debt .of 3.6
million yen. ‘Through our . Thai
interpreter, she learnsd 'that it
Was no nesd to pay back. any "un-
roasonable® debht. %he found this
udbelievable. She had not . 'had
wuch * education or chance.to work
in Thailand. Brought to Japan,
she had ne¢ choice but to 4o
whatevar  peoples arsund her told
her to. during the past two ysars,
If she resisted, thers wan always
a4 violent reaction, so she had to
ray even though she had not
actually obtained or asked teo
borrow this anount. We assured
her that it she wants to, she
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¢ould return home, which happened
within a week's time. Dscause of
the. aftereffects of hepatitis ang
her hard life in Jspan, she was
worn out and could not belisve it
for a long time. In contrast to
his mother, . Arangon. was always
cheerful with a smile for everyone
and with a healthy appetite.

Five. c¢hildren including newborn
bahies, atayed at . HPRLP _ fronm
January to March in 1993, coampared
to twe for the same period last
Yoar, As the number of nop~-
Japanese children in 1992 wasg
thres times as many as in 1991, we

expact aven moere children this
year. Up until 1992, 'children
tana bacause their parants"’

marriage had failed, but racently,
nors ckildren who were conceived
by women nigrant workers, have -
besn coming to HELP. W Similarly,
there has also been an inorease in
telephone consultations concerning
family problems, from 400 cases in
1491 to in 1692, In
particular, inguirjes about
pragnancy while working and about
¢hild rearing by working mothers

575

have incrasased.




Continued from p, 1

The number of women seeking

shelter from Latin Armerican
countries .including thoze of
Japansse descent, haz decremsed in
the first quarter of 1993, which
was relatively high in the sane
peried in 1592. Reflecting the
effects of the Japen's economic
recsssion, 1) nany women,
particularly woman from far
distancs countries stiock to
whatever the 34ob they have, thus
there are fewer Latin Amserican
women a4t HELP, and 2) mora wonen
who have been in Japan a long time
ars coping to HELP hoping te

return home. Also rslated to the

recession and worsened - working
conditionsa, there ware 16.cases in
the first gquartsr of 1993  who
complained about her health which
was 22% of the tetal foreign wonen
at HELP (9 ceses in 1992). Among
tha cases this year were increases
in venereal disease 5, nmental
disability 3, serious passive
reactiong 2, a broken thigh hone
after an attempted gsulcide 1,
difficulty  Dbreasthing with an
irregular heartbeat 1, and
hepatitis 1. The incidence of
gerious illnesses appears to be
rising.

In response to demand, the Tokye
Metropolitan Government restarted
the Act foer Ill or Dying
Travellers program for amergency
medical cass for foreigners in
June 1992. Within eight months,
18 cases wera reto¢iized. Madical
organizaetions applied for this Act
for 48 cases, Thirty cases were
noet recognised because of
applicants having places to live
or Jjobs, going school, or having
family desmed able to pay for the
aXpEnses. Approvad cages ars
ragtricted literally to ‘thoze
falling ill on the strest, and
once an applica-tion is rejected,
there iz no way to appeal.
Moreover, a restriction introduced
in March, 1983 by Ministry of
Health and Welfare stipulates that
ovarstayad foreign women cannot
gat _ support p4-14 maternity
gxpenses. Thua the rights of the
unborn <¢hild have alrsady been
vioclated depending on ths mother’'s
visa status. .

Japan's legal system does not
acknowledge that peorle from
various countries are living in
Japan today. Until the legal
systenm and regulations ars
adjusted to raflect actual
sityations, existing law noeds to
be intarpraeted £leXibly and
applied mors broadly. The presant
tendency ot the government,
however, i3 going to 1limit the
oversztayed migrant worker's
vighte., The intarnational humen
rights Rovement is based on the
prenise thet human beings should
be protected their rights wherever
they are, because they are human.

In June 1993, the World Confarence
on Human Rights after 25 vyears
will be held in Vienna, 'Austria.
Womer worldwide led the campaign
against violence on womsn <¢iting
it as a8 major human Trights
violation. Consequently, violence
against women iz a confsrence

agendn for discussion by
participating governmentsz. There-
fore, forcad prostitution,
recruliting false promises, inter-
national trafficking, viclence
against individuals, and
"invisihle" human rights

violations based on visa status,
will alse be discussed and
dencunced, ¥We need to obsarve
constantly whether or not the
sosiety i3 guarantes the rights of
‘weak", not the rights of
"strong". Famine or war
conditions found in ether
countries cannet serve as excusas
for Japanese government. It is
important teo monitor any gender
discrinination, the extlusion of
fpreigners sand the assumptien that
“invigible" Jdismcriminatien is "a
necessary evil.”

At HELP, Wo would like to
enphasize the problemg of women
who must return to thelr countries
with the ghildren 3Just because
they have no other choice and
wonen  who are HIV positivae,
besides our continuous strugyle
with women's human rights.
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