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THE FIRST EAST ASTIAN WOMEN'S FORUM

PRESIDENTS
Mitchiko NAKAMURA
TIAN Shu Lan

STEERING COMMITTEE
Yayori MATSUI
HANG Jing
PARK Young Hai
LEE Ping
SHUN Yan Shan
Unenburen NARANSETSEG

DRAFTING COMMITTEE
Yayori MATSUI
Etsuko KAJI
SOHN Bong Souk
CHIANG Lan-hung Nora ’
LAU Kin Chi
LEE Tina Wai Han
Chairs of 5 workshops
Nor, Noguch : (makao)

WORKSHOP RESPONSIBILITIES

DEVELOPMENT
Logistics Etsuko SEKIGUCHI
Chair Reiko INOUE
Raporter Michiko HIROKI
Han Tae Sook
1. LABOR
Co-Chair Michiko HIROKI
Yang Soon KIM
Reporter Sumiko TAKAGI
Record FUJISAWA
SAWADA

2. AGRICULTURE and FISHERY

Co-Chair SHA Lian Xiang
Reporter Emiko NISIZAWA
Record

3. ENVIRONMENT
Co-Chair Minako TANAKA
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THE FIRST EAST ASiAN WOMEN'S
DECLARATION AND PLAN OF ACTION

Toward the 2ist Century

"To create the future of East Asia through women's empowerment” -- was the pledge of
East Asian women who gathered for the First East Asian Women's Forum. Although
separated by differences of political and economic systems until now, we gathered to
forge strong bonds of sisterhood and to raise our voices.

It is said that the 21st Century will be the century of Asia. Japan has become a global
economic power; the NIEs (Newly Industrialized Economies) -- Korea, Taiwan, Hong
Kong -- have achieved outstanding economic development; China and Macao are
accelerating economic growth; and Mongolia is moving toward a market economy. The
economic energy of East Asia is impacting on the lives of the people of the world through
the wealth of its products flooding the world market. The emergence of Asia is capturing
great interest among the people of the world.

But it is questionable whether the current type of economic development based on free
market system improves the quality of life, gender equality and women's advancement.
Through sharing experiences regarding daily life and the women's movement, the
women participants at this Forum examined East Asian reality. Reports were heard of the
serious conditions regarding environmental destruction and the violation of women's
rights resulting from current economic development. Fusthermore, Forum participants
discussed their concerns regarding their common experience of sexnal discrimination
resulting from Confucian, patriarchal and other religious and cultural traditions. Deeply-
rooted gender role divisions limit women's participation in policy decision-making in
every sphere including economics, politics, society, education, mass media and culture.
We maintained that gender equality is still far from being realized. We also maintained
that women victims who continue to suffer the wounds inflicted by Japan's past war of
aggression should be fully compensated and that war should never again come to East
Asia.

We recognized the reality that women in the region have awakened and organized

- themselves in women's as well as citizens movements. In our struggle to create a more
humane society which guarantees womer's rights and gender equality, women have
demonstrated courage, determination and creativity. As a result of our rich encounter
during this Forum, we, the women of East Asia, have explored a vision for the 21st
Century. This vision is one not only of economic development, but also one of social and
cultural advancement, with spiritual values; of alternative development; of a just,
equitable and democratic society in which men and women, human beings and nature,
people of various ethnic groups, "North" and "South”, can coexist in harmony and
collaborate for the creation of a peaceful and sustainable civilization.

In order to achieve this vision, it is vital to empower every woman, to strengthen the
women's movement and to foster our sisterhood, transcending the boundaries of nation,
ethnicity, religion and ideology. As we move toward the vision of East Asian women for
the 21st Century, as we approach the 4th World Conference on Women in Beijing, we
declare that we approve the following Plan of Action and will join our strengths to make
our vision a reality.

October 22, 1994
Adopted at the First East Asian Women's Forum at Enoshima, Japan

East-Asian Program of Action

Preamble

300 NGO representatives gathered together from Oct. 20 to 23, 1994 in Tokyo, Japas to
convene this East-Asian Women's Forurh. Al the participants reviewed the situation of this re-
gion in implementing the "Nairobi Forwatd-Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Wormen
to the Year 2000".

The participants hold that countries and regions in East-Asia have, to varying degrees,
achieved sucoesses in implementing the Strategies and that women in this region have made con-
tinued progress in their participation in regional development.

However, women in East-Asia still face old and new challenges due to negative pressure
on some aspects of women's status arising from thousand years' influence of Confucian society
and culture together with rapid economic development in this region, Hence, how to further the
overall realization of the goals set forth in the Strategies still remains an arduous task.

The participants unanimously reiterate that to implement the Strategies, further efforts lare
requited. Women of the East-Asian region are determined to enhance exchanges, support each
cther and join their efforts for the promotion of advancement of women's status and for the attain-
ment of equality, development and peace, in addition to urge their govermments to encourage
women through legislation, policies and measures to actively participate in political decision-
making as well as in economic and social development.

10 Overview

11 Since the adoption of the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategjes, progress worth congratu-
lating has been achieved in their implementation in East-Asia. Govermuments and peoples of
East-Asian countries and regions have gained positive results in the course of implement-
ing the Strategies.

1.2 While international situation of the world today is turbulent, the East-Asian region a5 a
whole is, comparatively speaking, politically stable, with sustained development in econ-
omy and the strengthening of regional cooperation, it has become the most vigorously
developing area in the world. :

1.3 Despite of the comparative stability of the situation, the threat of war has not been re-

moved and termination of cold war has not brought safety to this region. The Korean
Peninsula issue and tense situations which sometimes occur, have aroused great concern

of women in this region over peace and safety.
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In implementing the Strategies, East-Asian women's initiative in their involvement in poli-
tics is increasingly growing. However, proportions of women in organs of power in Vari-
ous countries and regions are still low, situations of unequal opportunity still exist, the
sharing of power between men and women is unbalanced, especially in the highest organ
of state power, there are no women government leaders in this region.

Influenced by the Confucian culture and patrarchal society, the old idea of male superi--

ority over the female is deeply rooted in this region, inequality between men and women
can be found in every sphere of social life and is reflected in all strata of various countries
aod regions.

Some countries and regions in East-Asia have formulated laws to protect women's rights
and interests, yct de jure equality is not de facto equality, and they have by far solved the
problem of equality in reality. Besides, there are still a few countries and regions that do

not have perfect laws to ensure women's rights, hence women's interests are infringed and
their human rights, trampled under foot.

Economy in this region is developing rapidly and undergoing structural readjustment and
system change-over. Negative influences arising thereby are often shifted on to worten
who undertake a lot of pressure that should not have been bom on them; difficulties of un-
employment and job-seeking often perplex them greatly.

Steuctursl rendjustment acd system change-over have also affected starting public welfare
undertakings such as schools, medical and health services, child care services and elc..
Again, women bear the brunt.

Technology plays an important part in the structural readjustment of economic develop-
ment. The East-Asia technologically takes the lead in the Asian-Pacific region, women are
beneficiaries of technological progress as well as victims, especially for woren who kre
low in educational level and are engaged in simple labor; some advanced techniques have
deprived them of their opportunities of participation, they are no longer creators, but phs-
sive users. In a few areas, women even become jobless due to the introduction of new
technology.

Economic developruent has also changed people's life, Although, as a whole, the livihg
standard of peoples in this region is raised year by year, yet unbalanced development in
some parts decides that there arc poor areas in this region, Among the poor people,
women constitute the majority, therefore poverty in East-Asia is increasingly feminized.

‘D‘evelopment also brings along environmental problems. Environment and development

are a pair of contradictions of common concern of the international community today.
Disasters and environmental pollution bring serious problems such as: death, poverty, dis-

i
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ability, miscarriage and fetal acomaly, etc. to hwnan beings, especially women and chil-
dren.

High-speed economic development in East-Asia has brought enormous pressure on envi-
ronmental protection. Air pollution, soil erosion, the tendency of desertification and eco-
logical disequalibtium have done great harm to women in this region. They call upon
people of all circles to pay greater attention to environmental protection of the region.

The progress of women's hygiene and health has increased the average life expectancy of
wornen in this region and lowered the maternal mortality rate and infant mortality mte.
Successful results in maternal and child health care as well as in family planning have also
been achieved. But in the countryside, people are short of medical services and supplies,
and drinking water is inadequate in many areas.

Influenced by traditional concepts, women in East-Asia do not have equal opportunities of
enjoying their rights with men to education. Many girls are deprived of schooling or face
difficulties in carrying on their studies. As a result, women illiterates constitute a large
proportion of the total. Women, being deprived of the opportupities to receive education,
are more easily to be impaited in political, economic and social life.

The practice of division of labor based on male superiority over the female and unequal
status between men and women in East-Asian are of long standing owing to the influetice
of tke Confucian culture and paiziarchal family. To transform attitudes of the societ; ¢an
never be completed within one decade, despitc of the great changes in women's role in the
last ten years since the implementation of the Strategies.

Political stability, sustained economic developrent as well as social progress and civiliza-
tion of this region depend upon the renewal of the understanding of the whole social-
cultural formation towards women's issues. Women's problem in the fioal analysis i a
social problem. Therefore, to improve woraen's status and develop human resources are
common tasks of men as well as women in this region. Peoples in East-Asia should con-
tinue their efforis and join their hands to strive for the materialization of the goals set in
the Strategies — equality, development and peace.

Objectives and programs of action

Participants of the East-Asian Women's Forum held discussions on the following five as-
pects and set forth plans of action on issues of common concem to them as follows:

Women and development
Objectives



Ensure women's overall involvement in development, including the formulation of sttate-
gies for development, allocation and utilization of resources and equal opportunitie for
women's participation in economic activities,
21.1 Women and eco~omic development

Program of action
-~~~ Urge active participation of women's networks in the formulation of governmental devel-

opment strategies and the conduct of coordination amoug regions, making the allocation
and utilization of resources more rational,

-~ Reinforce dialogues and links with governmental departments, reflect women's opinions
and demands on development strategies, enabling the govemnment to value and accept
women's opinions;

—— Urge the increase of opportunities of women's employmett in the readjustment of indhus-
trial structure and gradually reduce the number of uneinployed women, so that unem-
ployed men and women will balance in number by the year 2000;

— Call upon govemnments at various levels to increase step by step their funds to support
wothen's involvement in development:

~=~ Urge the building up of a socialized service system in the process of women's participation
ie prodixction. Women's networks should strive to give more support to women in tetms
of materials, information and loans for their participation in economic activities.

2.1.2 Women's employment
Program of ection
=~ Promote further rationalization of women's employment structure;

~— Create favorable conditions for wonten's employment, organize NGOs to provide child
care faciBties and other social services;

— Mobilize the abolition of unreasonable prerequisites added to women in recruitment of
workers, put into practice the principle of equal opportunity between men and woren
under equial conditions;

o Urge the elimination of unequal pay for equal work between men and women;

=~ Mobilize women to promote community services, advocate sharing housebold chores

between men and womeq and bringing up their children together so as to further enlighten
the burden of working woren;

—- Provide assistance to women affected by structural readjustment and push the govem-
meutsforwardtobuildupt.besocialsecuﬁty system.

=54 -

2.1.3 Rural women

‘Program of action
-— Organize women's networks to help peasant women in poor areas to be self-reliant and

seif-improving, train them in culture and practical skills, enabling them to master more
than one practical skill;

=~ Help rural women enjoy the equal tight with men to land;

~— Organize NGOs to help rural women get loans and provide them with production and
techmology information;

~— Support rural women in their going in for green food production and in building up green

=~ Appeal for cautiousness in the use of agro-chemicals harmfial to women.

2.1.4 Overseas Employment

~-- Urge the governments to organize women more effectively and reasonably for overseas
employment, and provide legal protection for them according to international laws with
respect 10 the protection of migrant workers;

—— Urge the govenments to sign inter-zovernmental agreements on the iegal rights and inter-
ests of migrant workers, and coordinate their actions on the issue of illegal migrant-
workers based on the insurance of their personal rights;

— Organize NGOs to protect migrant women workers' rights and interests and strive for
their labor protection and due fringe benefit: |

-~ Coordinate women's networks to urge the consideration for migrant women workers in
the national and local development programs.

2.1.5 Envirohment and pollution

Program of action

~=- Urge the governments to support environmental protection projects run by women or
women's organizations with policies and credit loans,

—-- Wormnen's organizations participate actively in environmental protection and strengthen
their monitoring on eavironmental protection,

~— Organize women's active participation in afforestation projects and build up green bases,

— Help rural women go in for the building up of ecotogical agriculture,
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Cultivate qualified women personnel in environmental protection. Organize traming
classes for women and through them give guidance in environmental protection to ather

women.,
Science and technology
Program of action

Popularize knowledge of science and technology, making it part of the contents in educa-
tion for women masses;

Encourage girl students to learn and master the latest knowledge of science and technol-
OgY;

Call upon the whole society to pay attention to the cultivation of women scientists and
women technical experts, create, with joint efforts, favorable environment for their devel-
opmexnt,;

Orient science and technology to advance in the direction favorable to women's all-round
development.

Government funds for development projects

Program of action

Participate actively in reviewing devclopment projects funded by the government, whether
it is favorable to women's development is one of the important criteria in evaluation,

Urge the governments to give first priority to development projects applied by women's
organizations and give them preferential treatment in policy;

Urge the governments, enterprises and undertakings to set up women's development funds
for the special purpose of developing woren's projects.

Foreign investments and loans

Program of action

Enhance the connections among inter-regional women's NGOs to provide information to
foreign investments and loans to develop women's projects,

Oppose the use of investments and loans to develop projects impairing women's rights and
interests;

Encourage women's NGOs to monitor and examine projects funded by foreign invest-
ments and loans, to ensure that they do not impair women's rights and interests.

Women and Politics

22

222

Objactives

Urge women's over-all involvement in politics and help change the situation of unequal
Opportunity, making women really enjoy equal rights with men and participate in decision-
making.

Political participation

Prograem of action

Reinforce the training of women, especially the training of high ranking women govern-
ment functionaries,

Appeal for setting a proportion for women's political participation, so that there will be
certain women representatives in government organs at various levels; gradually raise
women's proportions at the decision-making and managerial levels;

Monitor the setting up of coordination agencies concerning women's status in govern-
ments at all levels;

Establish NGO monitosing networks to comprebensively and dynamically monitor the
changes taken place in women's political participation in different areas and timely provide
roatesials based on sex analysis for governments' reference;

Encourage and intensify researches on women's issues, timely provide the tread and ten-
dency in the course of bestowing political powers on women, so as to guide then towsnds
better roles in politics and decision-making,

Social development
Program of acfion

.Go in for the improvement of women's integral qualities; women's organizations should

give wide publicity to civilized and progressive ideas on women;
Go in for a better understanding of women's rights among the entire people of all circles,
Call upon the governments to provide opportunities to women in social development,

Call upon the governments to take women's needs into consileration in the development
of housing and public transport services and give first priority to women and female-
headed single parent famifies;

Organize women's groups and NGOs to contribute to the establishment of social services,
50 as to relieve women masses of the trouble back at home during their participation in
social development.
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Enactment and enforcement of laws
Program of action

Urge the governments to sign and ratify United Nations' conventions and instruments with

respect to women;

Appeal for the formulation and perfection of laws and regulations protecting worhen's

rights and interests and improving women's status;

Examine the existing laws by women's organizations, revise those articles that imply dis-

crimination against women;

Promote the establishment of legal service systems for gender equality, provide legal dssis-

tance to women illiterates in particular;

Urge upon a few countries to delete additional articles of discrimination agaiost wornen's
Ll l Ip-

Women's human rights

Objectives

Women's rights are human rights.  Striving for not only de jure but de facto equiality
between men and women.

Eiiminaie violence against women
Program of action

Urge the governiments to adopt all necessary measures to eliminate all forms of violence
Advocate social conduct to respect and care for women; condemn and punish all acts of
violence against women;

Promote the perfection of series of Jaws and regulations to eliminate violence against

worpen aod sound systems for their implementation and supervision $0 as to make the pro-
tection of women's human rights all be put into the form of laws;

Organize women to educate theraselves, improve their abilities to safeguard their pwn
rights with laws and enhance their capabilities of prevention and resistance against vio-
lence;

Help women victims by holding justice and by relieving them of their worries and difficul-
ties.

Abduction of and trafficking in women, prostitution or whoring

Program of action

-—- Call upon the governments to make laws o strictly prohibit the abduction of and traffick-
ing in wommen, prostitution or whoring;

-~ Call upon the governments to give severe punishment to whoever involves in kidnapping,

swindling, taking over or sending off, transfer or trafficking in women as well as bribing
and sheftering, and to such evil practices as prostitution and whoring,

=— Go in for the increase of women's legal sense and awareness of learming, understanding
and abiding by laws 5o as to enhance their abilities of self-protection;

~— Help women who are abducted or trafficked in or are prostitutes with their recovery, and

seek jobs or provide access to employment for them.
233 Family and aging of society

Program of action

--- Renew traditional ideas concerning family, so that the word "family” could have extessive
implications such as single parent families headed by women ahd other women-headed

~—- Mobilize NGOs to provide greater assistance to single parent families headed by women
and other women-beaded families;

~- Orgacize NGOs 10 provide consulting services on family affairs;

— Advocate democracy and sharing of household chores by both men and women in the
family;

- Call upon the governments to be concemed about the aging of society and to give full
consideration to old women's needs in social security and in the building up of facilities in
t‘ a‘lm Ic‘a ; i

-— Support NGOs in organizing old women to contribute their wisdom and "residual heat’ to
the progressive development of the society;

~—— Give full consideration to old women's needs in resource allocation, especially their needs

arising from health protection.
2.3.4 Population and the right to child-bearing

Program of action

-—- Make the whole society understand women's demands of terminating umwanted preg-
nancy; women have the rights to abortion;

==~ Orient family planning to the improvement of the quality of population;

— Urge the governments to control and ruanage population well;
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=== Urge the governments to attach importance to maternal and child health care and make
consistent efforts to reduce maternal mortality rate;

= Popularize knowledge of family planning and adopt measures to facilitate the public tp get

2.3.5 Women of minority nationalities

Program of action
-— Respect the religious, cultural and traditional habits of women of minority nationalities;

===~ Urge the governments to fully solicit opinions from women of minority nationalitids on
problems with respect to them;

—— Enhance inter-regional exchanges among women of minority nationalities;
~-- Urge NGOs to create conditions and offer opportunities of studying and training to
wonien of minority nationalities;

~— Value and protect the legacies of minority nationalities.

24 Women and culture

Objectives

Reform the Confucian culture, discard the dross, select the essential and establish culpursl
furns that fully respect ana are favorable to women's development.

24.1 Education

program of action

~-- Mobilize forces of the whole society to help women gradually overcome illiteracy and
reduce girls' drop-out rates step by step;

~— Set up NGO monitoring networks to follow the tracks of women in wiping out illiteracy
and help girls deprived of education go back to their schools;

— Call upon the governments to create favorable conditions for enbancing women's secon-
dary and higher education;

-—- Extensively develop women's vocational education and skill training to create favorable
conditions for women's employment;

-~ Encourage girl students to learn science including the most advanced science and have the
courage to break through traditionally male-dominated fields of knowledge;

2.4.2 Women and media

Program of action

---- Encourage women to participate in or enter into media and strive to be the subjest of
media;

-~ Encourage women to be involved in media management, particularly that at the senior-
level,

-— Change the pegative media-report of women, including women's negative image in adver-
tisement;

---- Set up NGOs and mass networks to supervise media and react to their unfavorable ox dis-
criminatory behavior against women;

—- Train managerial personnel in this field, making them fully realize the sensitiveness of sex
and guard against behavior unfavorable to women in media management;

~— Urge the media to watch out for the reflection of the traditional Confucian culture in

media, and meanwhile, guard against expression of materialization of women in media by
modemn western consumterism.

-

25 Women and peace

Objectives

Remove the threat of war and violence in East-Asfa, enabling women's wide participgtion
in political , econcmic and social development under a peaceful and stable envitonaient,
and develop women therseives to the full.

Program of action

~— Call upon the entire society to pay attention to peace education, enhance the awareness of
viewing the situation as a whole in defending peace and in promoting inter-country, ister-
regional and international peacerul exchanges;

—— Organize NGO networks to actively participate in various kinds of activities for peace;

-— Women of East-Asia must especially guard against the revival of militarism, mobilize the
media and other public opisions to resolutely condemn all attempts to beautify militarism;

-— Encourage the use of miclear technology for peaceful purposes;

~-= Create conditions to allow women's participation in the settlement of armed conflicts, all
efforts for peace should reflect women's stand-point;

= Hold discussions with various political forces including local women, instead of excluding
them, on U.N. peace-keeping operations; ‘

— Oppose the stationing of foreign military forces in the East-Asian region, matters in this
region should be settled together by all the peoples in East-Asia, including women;
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--== Peace and stability are prerequisites for social development, NGOs must actively partici-
pate in the establishment of a stable social order, create a safe environment for woimen,
ensure them against violent disturbances and an all-round development under a favorable
atmosphere.




