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Joint ROK-US' Statement on the August 2 - August 3 SOFA Talks

1) Delegations from the Republic of Korea (ROK) and the United States
(US) met August 2-3 at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
(MOFAT) in Seoul for talks to revise the ROK-US Status of Forces
Agreement (SOFA). The ROK delegation was led by Mr. Song Min-soa#,
Director General of the North American Affairs Buregyf| MOFAT,‘ and
included representatives of the relevant Ministries, The Uy delegation was led
by Mr. Frederick C. Smith, Deputy Assistant Secx;etary of Defense

Asia-Pacific Affairs, and included representatives of the Department of Stake,

Department of Defense, the US Embassy in Seoul a#d USFK. -
4

- ’
.

9) Confirming g/ importance of the ROK-US sécurity alliance and the?role |
of the SOFA tn-'maintaining that alliance, both sides have agreed to revise
the SOFA as soon as possible. The two sides shared the view that revision
of the SOFA will positively contribute to the long-term promotion of the
alliance and that matters of concern to both sides will be appropriately taken

into account.

L

1

3) The talks were constructive and productive, and provided th® basic
framework for the early revision“f the ROK-US SOFA.

- 592 -

~4) The two sides exchanged views on their respective positions on SOFA

_’re:r?s.ion. They also reviewed and discussed in detail the contents of the
revision proposals which were exchanged earlier this year.

5} The two sides discussed issues related to the SOFA, including: custody
b‘an%fer at the time of indictment and related assurances regarding legal
nglts, other issues related to criminal jurisdiction; environment; grant and
return of areas and facilities; quarantine of animals and plants; working
&cncfdmons for Korean employees of USFK; control of Korean nationals’
access to USFK's Non-Appropriated Fund facilities; civil proceedings; and,
e scope of persons accorded status under the SOFA.

£ The two sides agreed to transfer custody at the time of indictment with

ensured legal rights of the accused. The Korean delegation proposed
DTDVISIOHS in the SOFA on environmental protection. Both sides agreed to
discuss this matter fully at the next round of talks. They also agreed to
further deliberation on all other issues discussed in this round of talks.

4 ;
7) The two delegations explored ways to establish a new civil proceedings

provision apd ways not to report traffic accidents resulting in property
damage as criminal violations.

8) Both sides agreed to hold the next round of talks in the US as soon as
possible within the next two months.
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