Chapter 7. Adoption of Joint Communique
and North-East Asia's Surroundings

1, Epoch-Making Advance of the South-North Relationship and the
Issue of Simultaneous Acceptance of Nuclear Investigation

On November 8, Roh Tae-woo announced the Declaration of
Denuclearization, in which he said that "The South will not produce,
store, maintain, or utilize any nuclear weapon,” and urged the North
to declare a corresponding measure. It cannot be denied that this
declaration was an epoch-making event related to the New Nuclear
Policy of Bush.

On October 30, U.S, Assistant Secretary of State Solomon announced
that "The U.S.A. will expert various pressures or impose every
sanction for several months, starting now, to bring North Korea to
accept the Nuclear Safeguards Agreement, and to give up entirely its
plan to produce nuclear weapons. "Following this the U.S.A.
suggested the possibility of military sanction on the North, through

a hearing in Congress.

Almost at the same time, the U.S.A. and South Korea signed a Wartime
Host Nation Support agreement which was viewed to infringe upon the
independence of Korea in considerable degree,

Since then, the policy assumed by the government with regard to the
North has been since then, only to pressure the North into accepting
nuclear investigation. Meanwhile, the South strongly rejected the
demands from in and outside the country to accept simul taneous
investigation of nuclear facilities in the South without due cause.

Though there were some new developments in the South-North
relationship through the 5th South-North high-level talks, we must
still watch to see whether these have a substantial outcome, Still,
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the South-North Agreement on Reconciliation, Non-aggression, Exchange,
and Cooperation in itself is very significant, comprehensive, and
advanced, as the title indicates. The historical importance of the
agreement is that the South-North discord surrounding the' issue of
simultaneous investigation of nuclear weapons facilities, and the
priority question of which should come first: a conference on
political and military differences, or a conference on economic and
cultural exchange, was resolved to a considerable degree.

Recently, the North announced that it would accept the International
Atomic Energy Agency investigation. In return, Roh-Bush announced
that the Team Spirit military exercise would be suspended in 1992, As
a result, we expect substantial advancement of the South-North
relationship in many areas, including economic exchanges and reunions
of separated families. We can also expect some easing of the
forty-year-long political and military confrontation,

In spite of these positive prospects, we can see some dark aspects of
the unexpected agreement. The North might hurry to implement the
agreement out of its feeling of crisis caused by the recently
strengthened policy of the western countries, including the U.S.A., to
isolate North Korea. On the other hand, the South might try to hurry
up the agreement in order to escape from inner political and economic
crisis before the period of change of political power through the
various elections during 1992. If we judge from our previous
experiences of how the dictatorial regimes have misused the
reunification issue to sustain their political power, it can be
pointed out that there is a high possibility that the regimes of both
sides may misuse the agreement in order to sustain their political
power,

There are many problems to be solved, such as the practical accepting
of simultaneous nuclear investigation, disarmament, the retreat of the
U.S. Army from the Korean peninsula, and the concrete shaping of the
level and extent of mutual exchanges. There also exists the
difficult issue of how to reach agreement between the South's
position of ‘'denuclearization’ and the North's position of
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'denuclearized zone' in which the North insists that the Korean
peninsula should get out from under the U.S. nuclear umbrella
completely.

2. Annual South-Korea U.S. Military Conference
and the New Militarization of Japan

Judging from the outcome of the annual South-Korea U.S. military
conference, the infringement upon the independence of Korea becomes
very clear, "South Korea and the U,S. agreed that the planned second-,
step withdrawal of the U.S. Army from the Korean peninsula (1993-1995)
should be postponed until the North's plan to develop nuclear weapons
was checked,” This agreement was in line with the heavy-handed
attitude of the U,S. government and Congress, which expressed their
intention to counteract the North’s development of nuclear weapon with
military measures. South Korea and the U.S. also suggested that the
South should allowed the U.S. military the unlimited right to use
various facilities during times of need, This agreement has the same
danger of infringement of the independence of Korea as does the U.S.'s
final command over the Korean military.

At the b5th Amity Conference between North Korea and Japan, the
investigation of the North's nuclear facilities remained the core
issue. At this conference, Japan kept in line with the U.S. policy to
isolate the North,

On November 27, the Japanese Diet passed a bill to support the Peace
-Keeping Operation of the U.N. through which Japan could dispatch its
troops to overseas destinations, Due to the strong opposition to the
bill within the diet, however, the PKO bill was suspended without
being ratified. The recent moves of the Japanese government to send
its troops overseas under the pretext of international contribution
has given rise to worries about the re-emergence of Japanese
militarism, In combination with the mighty economic strength of
Japan, its apparent remilitarization has proven our worries are
realistic. Furthermore, the report that Japan is planning to import a
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huge amount of plutonium from Europe this year has deepened our
worries about Japan's possible attempt to arm itself with nuclear
weapons,

3. Limits of Advanced Exchanges Between South and North

Under the changing situation, there have continued, even though on a
limited basis, exchanges on the civilian level,

At the first annual conference of the (North American) Korea Church
Coalition For Peace, Justice and Reunification, held November 21-23 in
Chicago, 100 Korean church delegates from the U.S.A., Canada, Japan
and Australia, 4 delegates from the Korea Christians Federation of
North Korea including Rev. Ko Ki-Joon, the General Secretary of KCF,
and 4 delegates from the South Korean National Council of Churches in
Korea had a chance to meet again. The participants of the conference
discussed the role of the church toward the Jubilee in 1995 under the
theme "The Challenge of the Jubilee 1995: God's Promise, Our
Response. "

From November 26-30, a South-North Women's Conference was held in
Seoul under the theme "Peace in Asia and the Role of Women." Fifteen
women (delegates and journalists), including Ms. Ryo Yon-Ku, the
Deputy Chairperson of North Korea's Supreme People's Assembly,
attended the conference. Even though this was significant as the
first exchange between Southern and Northern women since the
liberation of Korea, the conference ended on a bad note.® The
northern delegates returned to the North ahead of schedule without
finishing the conference, on the reason that the Southern government
did not take any counter-measures to halt the anti-communist
demonstration that took place around the conference site, and also did
not keep its promise to allow the Northern visitors to attend a
welcoming rally at Ewha Women's University, where about 10 thousand
people were expected to attend.

Around the same time, Rev. Moon Sun-Myong of the Unification Church
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visited North Korea and had a meeting with Kim Il-Sung, after which
they issued a joint without South Korean government permission
communique. This incident caused a sensation because the Unification
Church had long been seen as the vanguard of the ultra anti-communist
movement and also because it had been criticized severely as a
heretical sect by the Korean church, It was very natural that the
conservative sectors of the Korean church, being anti-communist in
sentiment, criticized both the Unification Church and the North that
the former is heretical and the latter a communistic dictatorship.
The reunification circle in the Korean church was somewhat confused by
the incident. There appeared very cautious criticism in the South
that the North should be very selective about whom they share dialogue
with, not based solely on economic reasons but on the interest of
national reunification,

Rev. Kwak Son-Hee, pastor of Somang Church (PCK) visited North Korea
in November and Rev. Kwon Ho-Kyung, General Secretary of NCCK, visited
Pyongyang from January 6-14, 1992. Therefore, up to now, two
civilians have visited the North with the permission of the both
governments,

A very important point, which we have confirmed during the past year
of whirling changes in and outside of Korea, is that the minjung's
participation is required in order to achieve reunification, peace on
the Korean peninsula, and strengthening of national independence,
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Roh declares

orea

uth K

nuclear-free So

President Roh Tae-woo, calling fora *nonnuclear
Korean Peninsula,” declared yesterday that South
Korea will not manufacture, store or use nuclear
weapons. . )

In a nationally televised statement, the President
asked North Korea to do the same. )

This was the first time that Roh bad promised
South Korea would remove its nuclear weapons. It
was interpreted to mean that U.S. nuclear weapoos
have been, or are in the process of being withdrawn.

Roh did not specially mention American weapons. ©
“The Republic of Korea will use nuclear energy

solely for peaccful , and will not manufac-
“fre, possess, store, deploy or use nuclear weapons,
Roh said., - Y .. SAL
: “Now, there can be no reason or justification for
‘North' Korea to’develop weapons'or evade interna-
“tional inspection’ of jits nuclear facilitics,” he, said.
4+ 1Pyongyang, belicved to,be just &' few years Away

’from producing an atomic ‘bomb, has steadfastly re--

fused to open its nuclear plants to international in-
spection. 4 .

The North has insisted that all U.S. nuclear
weapons believed to be stockpiled in South Korea be
withdrawn from the Korean Peninsula as a precondi-
tion for international inspection.

Recently it put forth a further condition that Seoul
submit to a simultaneous inspection.

U.S. President George Bush announced in
September that U.S. tactical land and sca-based nuc-
lear warheads would be withdrawn.

Roh said Seoul will also participate in a “total
elimination of chemical-biological weapons.™ South
Korean government officials suspect that the North
has been producing such weapouns since the 1960s. -

Roh's national security adviser Kim Chong-whi

,said the nonnuclear policy declared by the President
is different from the “nuclear-frec zone™ concept
advocated by.the North. ot

:# Kim called the North's idea “‘unrealistic,” assert-

ing that it should involve not only the two Koreas but
also the surrounding nuclear powers. =
In his “Declaration of Nonnuclear Korean Penin-
sula Pcace Initiatives,” President Roh said South
Korea will continue to submit to international inspec-
tion all its nuclear-related fadilities and matenals in
compliance with the Nuclear Nonproliferation Trea-
ty and with the nuclear safeguards agreement it has
concluded with the International Atomic Energy
Agency.} e
Also vowing not to possess nuclear fucl reproces-
sing and enrichment fadlities, the President urged
the North to follow suit. Those facilitics arc used in
‘making énriched plutonium necessary for producing

an atomic bomb.

0

& < -
As soon as the North takes steps commensurate to,
his declaration, Roh said, he will initiate bilateral

R enounces manufacture, storage and use;

" calls onNorth Korea'to do the same

-" Kﬂ T :‘.‘l I.I.I ¥
President Roh Tae-woo declares [n"a
- pationally televised speech yesterday
that South Korea ls pow free of nuclear:
weapous. '

discussions on other military-security issues.

“Any and all issue§’'pertaining to the Korean
Peninsula should befresolved through direct inter-
Korean negotiations in'a spirit of self-reliance,” he
said.

“Our national security will continue to remain
solid,” Roh observed, saying he had carefully ex-
amined the possible’impact of his declaration.

National security adviser Kim said South Korea
will continue to be protected under the U.S. nuclear
umbrella even after the withdrawal of U.S. nukes.

He also cited Seoul's improved sclf-defense capa-
bility and the close security tics between Seoul and
Washington. He also said that sophisticated conven-
tional weapons as proved in the Gulf war could offer
an cffective deterrence, even in the absence of nuc-
lear bombs.

Kim said when U.S. nuclear bombs are completely
withdrawn from the South, “some steps” may be
taken to confirm their absence. He did pot elaborate.
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Full text of joint statement

on Korea-US, SCM

Following is the full text of the joint
Staternent adopted at the end of the
two-day 23rd South Korea-U.S.
Security Consultative Meeting (SCM)
which ended in Seoul yesterday, —
Ed,

1. The 23rd Security Consultative
Meeting (SCM) between the United
States of America and the Republic of
Korea (ROK) was held in Seoul , Nov.
20-22, 1991. :

U.S. Secretary of Defense Richard
B. Cheney and ROK Minister of
National Defense: Lee Jong-koo led
their respective delegations which in-
cluded senior defense and foreign offi-
cials of both countries,

Prior to this meeting, the chairmen
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Colin
Powell and Gen. Chung Ho-keun
presided over the thirteenth ROK/
U.S. Military Committee Meeting
(MCM) Nov. 20, 1991. -

During his stay in Seoul, Secretary
Cheney paid a courtesy call to Presi-
dent Roh Tae-woo and exchanged
views on security-related issues,
Secretary Cheney also visited military
units in front line areas.

2. The two delegations reviewed
the rapidly changing world situation
and the overall Northeast Asian secur-
ity environment surrounding the Ko-
rean Peninsula,

Both sides reaffirmed that the peace
and stability of the Korean Peninsula
is central to the security of Northeast
Asia which, in turn, is vital to the
security of the United States,

Both delegations expressed serious
concern that North Korea, despite the
worldwide trend of conciliation and
cooperation and the efforts of both
our countries, continues to seek to
build a nuclear weapons: capability
while refusing to conclude an IAEA
nuclear safeguards agreement,  and
that its development of such weapons
of mass destruction as chemical’
weapons and Scud missiles, and its
buildup of offensive forces also are
destabilizing,

Both sides shared the view that,
considering the threat and the poten-
tial instability within North Korea, the
next several years will be critical to the

security of the Korean Peninsula, and
discussed various ways 10 cope with
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this situation.

3. Both sides expressed concern
that North Korea has refused to imple-
ment its obligation as a party to the
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, and
as a U.N. member state, to conclude a
safeguards agreement with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency.

Both sides shared the view that
North Korea must abandon its nuclear
weapons program, which poses a se-
rious threat to the security of the Ko-
rean Peninsula as well as all of North-
east Asia,

Both sides urged that North Korea
should unconditionally submit to in-
ternational inspection of all its nuc-
lear-related materials and facilities,
including nuclear reprocessing facili-
ties.
The two sides agreed that, in order
to prevent North Korea from develop-
ing nuclear Weapons, they would pur-
sue all available means to cooperate in
such international organizations as the
IAEA and United Nations, and at the
same time maintain joint deterrent
efforts between the two countries,

4. Minister Lee, on behalf of the
government of the Republic of Korea,
welcomed President Bush's initiative
concerning nuclear weapons as an
epoch-making step toward peace and
stability in the world, and expressed
the hope that this initiative will help
lead to tension reduction, arms reduc-
tion and peace in the world, and ex-
pressed the hope that these initiatives
could pave the way for Pprogress in con-
fidence building measures and arms
control on the Korean Peninsula as
well,

Secretary Cheney, on behalf of the
U.S. government, welcomed and sup-
ported Président Roh’s Nov. 8 Non-
nuclear Korcan Peninsula Peace In-
itiative as a forward-looking measure
which decisively contributes to the en-
hancement of peace, not only on the
Korean Peninsula but also in the
world,

Both sides strongly urged North
Korea to take corresponding mea-
sures to match those announced by
President Roh in his Noy. 8 initiative,

Emphasizing the importance of
close cooperation between the two
countries, including these recent U.S.
and ROK policy initiatives, Secretary

Cheney reaffirmed that the United
States commitment to the security of
Korea, including the continued nuc-
lear umbrella protection, remains
rock-solid, and that the U.S.-ROK
combined deterrent capability will be
sufficiently maintained,

Both delegations also reviewed les

sons from the Gulf war in order 10
strengthen the ROK-U.S. combined
defense posture. Minister Lee and
Secretary Cheney stressed that the de-
cisive action taken by the international
community during the Gulf crisis
would set an example for deterring
any threat of regional conflict, includ-
ing provocation on the Korean Penin-
sula, and defeating aggression in the
new world order.

5. Secretary Cheney reiterated the
firm commitment of the United States
to render prompt and effective assist-
ance to repel any armed attack against
the Republic of Korea in accordance
with the ROK-U.S. Mutual Defense
Treaty of 1954,

Both sides shared the understand-
ing that U.S. forces should remain in
Korea as long as the governments and
people of the United States and the
Republic of Korea believe that they
provide deterrence against North
Korea and serve the interests of peace
and stability on the Korean Peninsula.

Following consultations, Minister
Lee and Secretary Cheney agreed in
particular that U.S. Nunn-Warner
Phase 1l troop reductions would be
postponed until the danger and uncer-
tainties surrounding the North Korean
nuclear program and security in the
region have been thoroughly
addressed.

They reaffirmed that any readjust-
ment of U.S. forces in the Republic of
Korea should be made gradually and
in a phased manner, considering the
need to maintain the combined deter-
rent capabilities against North Korea,,
on the basis of the U.S, transition to a
supporting role and a careful evalua-
tion of the security environment in and
around the Korean Peninsula, and"
close consultations between the two
countries. Secretary Cheney agreed
that the United States will continue to
contribute to the effective deterrence
against North Korea through mod-
emization of U.S. forces in Korea and

at, in order to prevent North Korean
ﬁiscalculation, the U.S. -will take
prompt and effective measures to im-
prove conventional deterrence.

In that regard, Secretary Cheney
stated that he had approved a package
to improve the conventional defense
of the ROK which includes, among
other things, accelerated dcp_loymcnl
of active U.S. forces in a contingency,
pre-positioning modern munitions,
and continued emphasis on in-
teroperability between the two na-
tions’ armed forces.

6. Minister Lee and Sccretar'y
Cheney shared the view that the reuni-
fication of the Korean Peninsula
should be achieved in a peaceful man-
ner between South and North Korea,
and expressed their hope that South-
North dialogue would continue to de-
velop and lead to a peaceful unifica-
tion through the implementation of
tension reduction and concrete confi-
dence building measures.

Minister Lee and Secretary Cheney
agreed that they will make efforts to
adjust security cooperation between
the ROK and the U.S. in such a way as
to contribute to the progress of South-
North relations.

Both sides shared the view that the
present” armistice regime should re-
main valid until superseded by an en:
during peace mechanism, and that
substantive progress in arms control
on the Korean Peninsula is necessary
for reducing tensions and for the de-
velopment of relations between South
and North Korea. :

7. The two delegations discussed
issues relating to the sharing of de-
fense costs for ROK-U.S. combined
defense. Both sides agreed that the
government of the Republic of Korea

would provide $180 millionto the U.S. .

forces in 1992. _ .
Both sides also agreed that Korea
would increase deferse .cost-sharing
gradually to the level of ‘one-third of
the won-based costs cgg sstmomng U.Ss:
in Korea by 1995, |
forso:;::m Ch‘eﬁgy thanked Minisfer
Lee for the contribution made by the
Korean government in sharing the
costs for the maintenance of U.S.
forces in Korca and the multilareral

efforts during the Gulf war;"

8. Sharing the view that'com-

plementary development of {nunitio.m
and defense technological/industrial
cooperation will serve their. common

interest, both sides discussed concrete |

methods of cooperation, - -
Minister Lee and Secrefary Cheney
signed the Wartime Host Nation Sup-

port Agreement which stipulates'sup-

port from the government of the Re-

public to U.S. forces in a military con-,

tingency on the Korean' Peninsula,

and they discussed fqlllow:up__'..mea_-

sures to implement the agreement. -
Both sides discussed the - disposal

program for the military assistance

equipment which has been supplicd to
the Republic of Korea before:1975 to
improve the wartime defense capics
ity, and agreed that the ROK would
submit its list of MAP items for dispos-
al and the U.S. would provide an ex-
peditious response.

While expediting existing joint pro-
jectsinthe field of defense industry, in
parallel with the ROK's assuming the
leading role in its defense, both sides

‘agreed to continue their’common

cfforts.to upgrade munitions stock-
piles and sustainability, of the com-

- bined force. .

9. Both delegations appreciated the
importance of this meeting for provid-
ing momentum to consolidate the tra-
ditional ROK-U.S. alliance in a rapid-
ly. changing “international security
situation and for setting the long-term
course for future security cooperation

* for_ the common interests of the two

countries in’the; Asia-Pacific region,
looking toward the 21st centary.-
Minister Lee and Secretary Cheney
agreed to hold the next Security Con-
sultative Meeting in the United States

 at a mutually convenient time in 1992.

10, Secretary Cheney expréssed his
appreciation to the Korean déjegation

"for the warm, welcome and hospitality

of the government of the Republic of
Korea and for the excellent: arrange-

ments which made this productive and
- successful meeting:possible. *
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Full text of agreement

on mutual cooperation

= ;i e ﬂ-"" & 2= W
' Prime Ministers Chuiig Won-shik (right) of South’Korea and Yon Hyoag-muk of

North Korea shake hands after signing an sgreement on'reconciliation at the Sheraton.
- 'Walker Hill Hotel, Dec. 13, 1991, '

- B -

| Following is the full text of the Agree-
ment on Reconciliation, Nonaggression'
and Exchanges-and: Cooperation be-
tween the South and the North which
tﬂézg{wd December 13, 1991 in Seoul

s 28

! Whereas in keeping with: the yearning
of the entire people for the peaceful uni-
fication'of the divided land, the South and

the North reaffirm the unification princi--

:ples enunciated in the July 4 (1972) South:
North Joint Communiqui': A
Whereas both parties are determined to
resolve political and military confronta«
tion and achieve national reconciliation: ¢
Whereas both desire to promote muls,

tifaceted exchanges and cooperation to

advance common national interests and
prosperity:

. Whem.s. both recognize that their rela-
tions constitute a special provisional rela-.
tionship geared to unification: and

Whereas both pledge to.exert joint,
efforts 10 achieve peaceful unification.

Therefore, the parties hereto agree as-
follows: 2

Reconciliation

Article 1: The South and the North shall
respect each other's political and social
system, Tos ) i

Article 2: Both parties shall not inter-
fere in ea;h other's internal affairs,

Article 3: Both parties shall not
and vilify each other, S
. Article 4: Both parties shall not attempt
in any manner to sabotage and subvert the
other.

Article 5: Both parties shall endeavor
together to transform the present armis-
tice regime into a firm state of peace be-
tween the South and the North and shall
abide by the present Military  Armistice
Agreement (July 27, 1953) until such time

‘as such-a-state-of peace’ has-taken hold.

Article 6: Both parties shall cease con-
frontation on the international stage and
shall cooperate and endeavor together to
promote national interest and esteem.

Article 7: To ensure close consultations
and liaison between both parties, a South-
North liaison office shall be established at
Panmunjom within three months of the
cffective date of this agreement. 454

Article 8: A South-North Political Sub-
committee shall be established within the
framework of the Inter-Korean High-,
Level Talks within one month of the effec-
tive date 'of this agreement with a view to”
discussing concrete measures; to, ensure
the implementation &nd obseryance of the
accords on South-North récondiliation.

Article 9: Both parties. shall not use
armed force against each other and shall -
no!:e make armed aggression against each
other. heE -

Article 10: Differences of opinion and
disputed arising between the two-parties’
shall be peacefully resolved through dia-
logue and negotiations.

Article 11: The South-North Demarca-
tion Line and areas for nonaggression
shall be identical with the Military De-
marcation Line specified in the Military
Armistice Agreement of July 27, 1953 and
the areas that have been under the juris-
diction of each party respectively there-
under until the present.

Article 12: To abide by and guarantee
ponaggression, the two parties shall create
a South-North Joint Military Committee

within three months of the effective date
of -this agreement. The said Committee

shall’discuss and carry out steps to build

military confidence and realize arms re-
ductions, including the mutual notifica-
tion and control of major movements of
military tinits and major military exer-
cises, the peaceful utilization of the De-
militarized Zone, exchanges of military
‘personnel and information, phased reduc-
tions in armameats including she elimina-

tion of weapons of mass destruction and
surprise attack capabilities, and Verifica~
tions thereof. .
Article 13: A telephone hot liné shall bé:
installed between the military authorities
of both sides to prevent accidental armed
clashes and avoid their escalation.

Article 14: A South-North Military Sub-
committee shall be established within the
framework of the Inter-Korean High-
Level Talks within one month of the effec-
tive date of this agreement in order to
discuss concrete measures to ensure the
implementation and observance. of the
accords on nonaggression and to resolve
military_confrontation.. J

‘Exchanges and coopenﬂon

“Article 15: To promote an.integrated
and balanced development of the national
cconomy and .the. welfare of the entire
people, both parties shall conduct econo-
mic exchanges and cooperation, including

. -

Text of S-N joint statement ‘
Following is a joint statement lssued by Lee Dong-bok, spokesman for the South

Korean delegation, and his North Korean co
signing of a historic accord on reconciliation

, An Byong-su, following the
nonaggression Dec. 13, 1991 —

into effect.
2. The South and the North, sharing

3, The South and the North agreed

-1.-':111: South and the North signed the Agreement on Reconciliation, Nonag- .
gression and Exchanges and Cooperation Dec. 13, 1991, and agreed to complete
as soon as possible their respective procedures necessary for putting the accord

the view that no nuclear weapons should

exist on the Korean Peninsula, agreed to bold a meeting by the end of December
at the truce village of Panmunjom to discuss the nuclear jssue.’

to hold the sixth round of inter-Korean

high-level talks Feb. 18-21 next yéar in Pyongyang.

1.

the joint development of resources, trade
in goods as a kind of domestic commerce
and joint investment in industrial pro-
jects.r ;- . : ' A
rticle 16: Both parties shall carry out
exchanges end. cooperation in diverse
fields, including science, technology,
cducation,. literature, the arts, health;
sports, the: environment and . publishing
‘and journalism;.including newspapers,
radio teleyision and. publications-in
generdly | -

Article 17: Bot} parties shall guarantee
residents of théir respective areas free in-
ter-Korean travel ind contactsfy-Swr -\

- - Article 18: Both parties shall

 corrésponderice, ‘Teunions:and Visits be-

tween family members and other relatives
dispersed south dnd north; shall promote
the reconstitution of divided families“on
their own and shall take measures to re-
solve other humanitarian issues.,

* railroads and roads thai have been cut off
and shall open South-North land, sea and
air transport'r o tes, O .
+ "Article 20%-Bofh ‘parties shall'establish
and link facilities needed for South-Nortk
* postal ‘and 'telecommunications_servicet
and shall guarantee the confidentiality’of

inter-Korean ‘mail and teletommunica-
Artidle’21: Both partiés shall cagperaté
on the ‘international stage in the.econo-
mic, culrurdl and various other fields 8¢
carry,_out joint: business undertakings
abroad.. " ° I,
Artide 22: To implement”accords or

exchanges and cooperation in the ‘econo-

mi;,gﬂtprﬂmdvaﬁw@aﬁd&.botj
partics shall establish joint committees fo:
{specific sectors, including & South-Nortt
Economic Exchanges and Cooperatior

smmittee, within three months of the
effective date,of this agreement, .

Article 23: A South-North-Exchange-
and Cooperition Subcommittee shall bx

ﬂlﬁi:‘ttg-l;dteln ﬂ!ﬁﬁ’f’eﬁw&hm;

agrecment with'a view to discussing con
cTete measures to'ensiire the implement2-
tion and observance of the accords 0!
South-North exchanges and cooperation

Amendments nnd effectuation

Article 24: This agrecment may'b
amended or supplemented by, concun
ence between both parties. . )

Article 25: This agreement shall ente
into force as-of the day both parties ex
change instruments of ratification follow
ing the completion of their respective pr¢
cedures for bringing it into effect.

Date: December 13,71991:

Chung Won-shik - Yon ﬁwng-mhk
Prime Minister - Premier:.
Republic of Korea -Administration Cotls
. - Democratic People’
"Republic of Korea
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Artidle 19:Both sides shall reconneét

one_month of the effective. date of thit




Korean Peninsula, the spokesman

said.
“I sincerely hope that the South and
the North will produce an agreement

S-N women delegates are all smiles

w1 5 BRD
8-

“Korea,Herald

2t Chong Wa Dae yesterday.

sident Roh Tae-woo meets North Korean Prime Minister Yoa Hyoug-mak
During a 30-minute meeting;

views on the nuclear issue and other Inter-Korean matters.

Roh calls on Yon to sétile

niike question by year-énd

President Roh Tae-woo met North
Korean ;Prime -Minister Yon Hyong-
muk ;yésterday:and emphasized' that
the two sides should work out an agree-
ment by the end of the year'to'resolve °
the nuclear issue, Chong Wa:Dae
announced. J

. The President told Yon that_ he
hoped that the nuclear question would
be resolved during a meeting in the
border-village of Panmunjom slated for
this month, Chong Wa Dae spokesman
Lee Soo-jung said.: L
1+ The announcement did not mention
the ,inter-Korean, summit issue, but’

#gusoes said Rolymay bave conveyed a
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L-'wase’_ asiquoted as saying that he’would
‘convey Roh's wishes to Kim [l-sung.:

message wncmg his hope for an Luﬂy
meeting with North Koreao’President
Kim Il-sung.: D

The North .Korean prime mminister

. ‘During a 30-mindte meeting/with
Yon at his Chong Wa Dae office, Roh
said he felt regret that the fifth inter-
Korean prime ministerial conference
held in Seoul had not settled the nuc-
lear question. L s S
The President said, nonetheless; it is
auspicious that the two sides concurred
that they should realize a nuclear-free

on realizing a nuclear-free Korean
Peninsula during the Panmunjom
meeting this year,” Roh was quoted as
telling the northern premier.

The President stressed that the nuc-
lear issue is a matter on which “the
existence of the nation™ as well as
peace and stability of Northeast Asia
and the entire world are at stake.

Spokesman Lee did not say whether
Roh raised the summit issue during his
meeting with Yon. But sources said
Seoul will push for a summit, noting
that prospects have become brighter

now that the two sides have signed an
accord on reconciliation.

They said they expect the meeting
between the South and North Korean
presidents may occur during the first
half of next year.

Roh has repeatedly urged the North
to agree to a summit, saying it would be
a short-cut to resolving many difficult
problems between the two sides.

It was Roh and Yon's second meet-
ing, following the first in early Septem-
ber last year during the first inter-Ko-
rean prime ministers' talks.

Others present at the Roh-Yon
meeting were Prime Minister Chung
Won-shik, Roh’'s national security
adviser Kim Chong-whi and Choe
Bong-chun, the North’s chief liaison
official. ;

After meeting Yon, the President re-
ceived a call from both the South and
North Korean delegates and had lunch
with them.

*Korea Herald
northiern”delegation, with
tatives Lee Oo-¢hung to the right and

"gu, leader of the 15-
Soiuith Korean represen L hung
Le:' Hyo-jai (behind). (Stories on Page 9)

d North Korean women representatives
i ar in Seoul poses for photographers

_ Siatioand )
foe a three-Ratian Jem pia Hotel, after the

yesterday at the
Northern delegat

Seoul’s Ramada Olym
ion’s arrival. Fourth from Jeft is Yo Yon-.




PART THREE |
ECONOMIC SITUATION




Chapter 8. The Economic Situation in the First Quarter

It was the people’'s economic plight caused by chronic high prices of
commodities and housing, the pressure by the U,S.A. to open the
market, increases in public utility fees, the pollution incidents at
Dusan Group and Wonjin Rayon Co., along with the death of Kang

Kyong-Dae which stirred the nation to anger and struggle in May and
June,

An electronic company belonging to the Dusan Group, one of the biggest
companies in Korea, was revealed to have secretly discharged highly
poisonous phenolphthalein into the Nakdong River, a source of drinking
water for 7 million people in the Yongnam area. In the Wonjin Rayon
Co. case, it was revealed that many workers of the company had died
one by one from poisonous gas in their workshop,

According to the report of the Minister of Commerce , the national
trade deficit in April amounted to US $5.5 billion, which clearly
indicated the seriousness of the Korean economic condition this year,
According to the report of the Economic Planning Board, the increase
in the consumer prices in April was 5.5%, higher than the figure at
the same time last year (4.7%). The psychological pressure from price
increases, however, was greatly felt, and therefore much more serious,

The price of housing during the first quarter of 1991 increased by
7.7%. The price of housing lots increased by 18.04% compared to the
same time last year. The big companies’ speculation in real estate

was still not completely eradicated in spite of strong criticism from
the people,

The above-mentioned pollution incidents at Dusan Group and Wonjin
Rayon made people realize once again that the big companies were also
the ringleaders of the pollution problem, Also, according to a report
by the Minister of Labour, 2,236 industrial workers died from

industrial accidents at work in 1990. This figure was an increase of
33.7% over the 1989 figure.
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Chapter 9. Economic Situation in the Second Quarter

With 10.2% wage increase rate of the first half of the year, the
government wage policy to contain it within single-digit seemed to be
failed. In accordance with the above 10 % of net wage increase rate,
the one of real wage including all kinds of allowances and bonuses was
counted up to 20.0% by labor circles. The National Association of
Trade Unions also figured out the wage increase rate by late June as

18. 5%,

Meanwhile, despite steady export growth, the trade deficit by
mid-August reached up to $9.3 billion because of skyrocketing import
growth. The amount was to exceed the government proposed $8 billion
deficit which was revised on August., The Commerce and Industry
Department enlarged the proposed amount not only because expanding
domestic markets since 1990 continued spiraling imports without any
possible halt but also because the machinery import for facility
investment and of agriculture and marine products for securing price

stability would be going on.

Beginning the second half of the year, the stock market experienced
a boom with the amount of stock exchange reaching highest point of the
year. Against general account that in the last quarter facing the
immediate opening of capital market, the stock market would ride a
full-scale rising current, the boom came far earlier. It was explained
by the fact that expectations for economic recovery in the second
half, relative stagnation in real estate sector, and anticipations for
the opening of capital market spurred to purchase.

Contrary to the ascending current of stock prices, prices of real
estates continued descending since May. The stabilizing prices of real
estates was resulted from the rapid growth of house supply for the
last 2-3 years. It should be also pointed out that huge floating money
moved from real estate markets to the newly reviving stock markets
sagging further real estate economy.

In sum, despite growing trade deficit, the stock market was very
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lively, the prices of real estates stabilizing. However, because of
the anticipating result of openidg market for capital, the broadening
trade balance with Japan and the rising prices of general commodity
still pressed ordinary people’s livelihood.

Chapter 10, Economic Situation in the Third Quater

The Korean economy was threatened with a fall into total chaos due to
the ever-mounting trade deficit and spiralling inflation rate (with
1991 showing the highest increase in 10 years). According to figures
released by the Korean National Bank, prices as of the end of August
had risen by 9.5% since the end of the previous fiscal year, Thi;
situation resulted from the excessive swelling of the amount currency
issued and the government's excessive expenditures over the past few
years., In case the government failed to stop its policy of increasing
the money supply, the Korean economy faced danger of total collapse
The total international trade deficit during the first 9 months 0%
1991 reached an incredible US § 9.6 billion,

Small and medium enterprises continued to experience bankruptcy due to
their inability to make payments. The first reason for this was the
slump in exports, with electronics, textiles, and shoemakers have
being especially hard hit. The second reason was the shortage of

workers, which affected the production rate, The third reason was

that while the big enterprises benefitted greatly from easily
accessible bank loans, the small and medium enterprises had been
alienated from such benefit, thus resulting in
deficiency.

chronic fund

Continuing with the report from the Korea National Bank, it pointed
out that "88% of the Korean GNP comes from unearned income, and the
worst obstacle to the healthy development of the Korean economy is the
concentration of economic wealth in several big companies and the
monopolistic possession of these properties and management by
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individual families. In order to achieve healthy development of the
Korean economy, patrimonial ownership of properties and management of
big companies must be checked through the revision of related laws,
including the Inheritance Tax Law. " i
The indiscreet money grabbing by the owners of big companies had not
only created economic problems but also environmental problems and
ecological destruction. The construction of golf courses was the
worst cause of environmental and ecological destruction. According to
a report by the Office of Forestry, 37% of the total area of 178 golf
courses was forest reserve, This clearly showed the destruction
wreaked by the construction of golf courses upcn the environment.
While the 5th Republic granted permission for only 12 golf courses to
be constructed, the 6th Republic has allowed construction of 139
courses, This shows the 6th Republic’s total disregard for the

well-being of the environment.

The 6th Republic's suppression of the labour movement is well known.
Recently, a "Blacklist” containing 8,000 names of dismissed workers,
released political detainee, and leaders of student movements, Wwas
revealed in the Pusan area, This revelation not only shocked the
labour movement circle but the Korean people in general. According to
related people in the shoemaking industry, persons in charge of labour
management at 32 shoemaking companies met periodically and exchanged
lists of dismissed workers and leaders of labour movements. They were
said to have made the list from such exchanges of information.
Furthermore, vital information was said to have been supplied by the
police and the Ministry of Labour. This incident only went to show
that the 6th Republic, which had boasted about industrial peace,was
not as good as the 5th Republic in suppressing the people’s struggle

to survive,

In addition, the regime's harsh treatment of leaders of the farmers’
movement caused heated criticism and protest within movement circles,
In Chongju, North Cholla province, two leaders of the farmers’
movement including Huh Yoon-Ha, were suspended on tiptoe from the iron
bars of their prison cell for several days by means of handcuffing
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their wrists to the bars. They were taken to the police station for
interrogation after a peaceful march for fair prices of agricultural
products. This was a symbolic incident which revealed the out-and-out
cruelty of the present regime in response to the farmers' demand for
fair prices for harvested.

On October 25, over 20,000 farmers in 90 cities and districts across
the country participated in a total harvesting strike in order to
protest the small token increase of the government-controlled rice
price and the recent moves to open the rice market to foreign rice,

Chapter 11. Economic Situation in the Forth Quater

By the end of 1991, the consumer price index increased by 9.5%, which
was the highest in the last 10 years,. The major reason for the
continuous climb of the consumer price index was the inflation of the
currency, which in turn was caused by the problematic economic
policies of the government,

The government has never made any effort for fundamental reformation
of the economic structure or improvement of the national economy. The
government particularly needs a big budget te use as patronage in the
coming elections. The present construction boom, which is the result
of Roh's public promise made during the last presidential election for
the construction of 2 million houses,has accelerated the distortion of
the economic structure and has deepened the disproportionate shifting
of labour power. (The construction boom has raised wages in this
field, and many workers in other industrial fields who have been
suffering from low wages have been flocking to the construction site
as odd-jobbers., As a result, other industrial fields are now suffering
from a sudden deficiency of labour power. )

In 1991, the total foreign trade deficit was reported to be $10.7
billion, This steep deficit had been well anticipated. The major
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reason for this predicament was the importation of foreign {uxury
goods by the big companies in search of immediate prof?t: without
making any efforts to strengthen their companies’ compeg1t1ve power
through investment for the improvement of production techniques.

1992 is anticipated to be worse due to the
The foreign trade deficit is projected to be

The economic outlook for
open market policy.
about $13 billion in 1992 alone.
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Chapter 12. Christian Activities & Trends in Jan-Feb ¥

1. Direction of Mission of NCCK: 'We are One Nation, One Church'

At the beginning of 1991, the National Council of Churches in
Korea(NCCK) set its basic direction of mission activity in 1991,with a
major focus on reunification,as shown by its theme 'We are One Nation
One Church’'. NCCK set up as concrete programs and made efforts to roo;
the ecumenical movement in the Korean churches more broadly and
deeply. To achieve this, NCCK decided to make opportunities for
non-NCCK denominations to share common programs.

NCCK's concrete programs for the ecumenical movement included
following:

1) developing the movement of local councils of churches

and women’'s committees
2) carrying out joint projects toward the Jubilee Year in 1995
3) sharing religious books with Koreans in socialist countries
4) developing the movement to 'Eat Our Own Agricultural

and Livestock Products’
5) developing measures to counter the Uruguay Round Negotiations
6) initiating a movement to send Bibles and hymnals

to socialist countries,
7) developing the movement to 'Bring Up Our own Children’

(as opposed to Korean orphans being sent abroad for adoption)
8) beginning an environmental movement in the churches,

These programs are significant in that the activities of NCCK, having

1) This part contains the following main contents: (1) democratization
movement, (2) reunification movement, (3) activities related to social
problems, (4) ecumenical movement, (5) church renewal Refer to ihe
above chapters on the situation of politics,the economy and
reunification if more details are needed. '
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given first priority to the reunification movement, are now broadened
to include missien to socialist countries as well as activities for
farmers and women, and the environmental movement, They also reflect
the world church’'s theme of 'Justice, Peace and Int?grity of
Creation'., But how the NCCK can successfully go ahead with these plans
while embracing all Christians, the 'Minjung' churches and the

Christian reunification movement, will be an important question.

The Korean Student Christian Federation(KSCF), which had abnormally
operated with two executive bodies since the dispute over the
selection of executive officers in May 1989, was reunited at its
General Assembly on Jan. 1, 1991. At the meeting a resolution, was
adopted the main point of which was the agreement to work toward the
united student Christian movement with the elected officers and the
constitutional reform. This brought bright prospects for the Christian

youth movement,

The Association of Minjung Churches in the Presbyterian Church of
Korea(PCK) held its 7th General Assembly on Jan. 22-23 with 39 pastors
of Minjung churches attending. In the Assembly, Rev. Roh Chang Sik was
newly elected as president. This Assembly marked nationwide spread of
Minjung churches, which had been centralized in the capital area. The
unity and movement of this Christian organization can be seen as a

meaningful sign for the reneval of the Korean churches.

2. The Japanese Prime Minister's Visit and Movement to correct the
Discrimination against Korean Residents in Japan

With the visit to Korea by Japanese Prime Minister Kaifu providing
momentum, the movement to guarantee the legal status of Korean
Residents of Japan and obtain Japan's formal apology and reparations

for its past colonial wrongdoing, rapidly spread.

The Human Rights Committee of NCCK issued a statement demanding that
Japan should guarantee the legal status of its Korean Residents

permanently and abolish the 'Fingerprinting System' so as to enable
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Korean Residents to live an Japanese people. The fact that Japan's
national policy of discrimination is continuing is evidence that the
Japanese people and Government have never repented of past imperialist
brutalities such as the forced mobilization of young Korean women as
sexual slaves for the Japanese troops (called " Jongshindae”),

3. Active work of the Korean church for the local self-government
system

The Korean churches participated actively in the local council
elections in various ways including monitoring the polls for possible
irregularities. 'The Christian Taskforce for Fair Elections of Local
Councils’ was established by leaders of the Korean Church including
Rev. Park Hyung-Kyu, Elder Lee 0o-Chung and the Director of Human
Rights Committee of NCCK Kim Young-Ju,

The taskforce said "With participatory democracy still not mature in
Korea, the churches tend to avoid taking part in political affairs and

the people are skeptical about politics, but the connection of the
churches with the people's lives is needed”
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Chapter 13. Christian Activities & Trends in Mar—-Apr

1. Activities for democratization

1) Counter-measures for and active participation in the local council

elections.

The restoration of the local self-government system is very
significant not only for true democratization of the Korean society
but also for the diffusion of the Korean church into the local
society. Even though the recent situation has enabled the Korean
church to fully identify itself with the ordinary people in local
areas, its active participation in the local elections was regarded as
desirable. The Protestant movement established the "National Christian
Solidarity Council for Local Sel f-Government” (joint presidency by
Rev. Park Hyung-Kyu of PROK, Bishop Chang Ki-Chon of the methodist
church, and Rev, Im Tak-Jin of PCK) on March 7. The Christian
Solidarity Council set up a "Joint Prayer Sunday for True Local
Self-Government”, and circulated a common prayer among the churches

across the country.?

2) The Protestant movement’s participation in real politics

The progressive forces of the Protestant churches, with NCCK as
center, developed a wide-ranging movement for true democratization.
including for example, the movement against the Democratic Liberal

—_—

2) Unfortunately they could not succeed in getting any candidate
elected in the large-unit local council election. This was the
result of several interrelated factors: the government policy
prohibiting citizen's organizations from participating in the
election, the people's general tendency to support established
parties, and the ill-preparedness of the candidates of citizens'
organizations who were fielded in defiance of the government ban.
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Party and the demand for reinvestigation of the Suso corruption
incident.?®

At the same time, the Human Rights Committee of NCCK issued a written
report on the human rights situation in Korea along with a statement
demanding the immediate abolishment of all undemocratic laws,
including the Law on the Agency for National Security Planning, and
the release of all the prisoners of conscience. According to the
report, as of March 1991, there were 1,149 prisoners of conscience and
among them, 44% are imprisoned under the National Security Law., From
April 18-25, about 50 pastors and laypersons staged a hunger strike at
the NCCK Human Rights Committee office to demand the abolition of the
National Security Law.

Even though there were many limitations, these attempts can be said
to reflect the intention of the Korean church to actively work not only
for democracy and human rights but also for healing of regional
hostilities, and the role of the Korean church in these fields can not
be underestimated.

3) Activities to guarantee the minjung's right of survival

In the face of the U.S. pressure during the Uruguay Round
negotiations the Minjung's struggle for their survival rights became
stronger and stronger in 1991. In this situation, the Korean
Protestant church actively joined in the minjung's struggle, through
the National Protestant Counter-Measures Committee on the Uruguay
Round Negotiations, which was organized by 26 denominations including
the 6 member denominations of NCCK, in January. The Committee held
prayer meetings and staged campaigns to "eat our own agricultural
produce. " It also requested solidarity activities by the
international ecumenical organizations, including WCC, CCA, and NCCC

3) The Suso scandal was a typical example of ‘the marriage of economy
and politics'. Members of the government and the ruling party were
bribed to give a construction company privileged treatment in
constructing huge apartments in the green belt Suso area.
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-USA. At the end of April, the Committee sent delegates to the
U.S.A. to protest the U.S. policy.

o

2. Activities for national reunificatiocn
1) Organization of Pan-National Rally

Chonminryon had prepared a "Pan-National Rally” on August 15, 1990 to
reveal the regime's deceit with regard to its policy of national
reunification, unveiled in Roh's July 20, 1990 declaration concerning
free south-north exchanges, and also to develop a pan-national

campaign for reunification at the mass level.

When the rally was blocked by the regime, the movement circle
proceeded anyhow to promote the Pan-National Rally and to develop a
mass movement for peace, disarmament and national reunification.
according to this line of movement, the Pan-National Alliance had been
organized in order to strengthen solidarity and alliance among the
Korean people at hone and overseas. Unfortunately, however, the
organization of the Alliance was carried out without well-prepared
publicity on its systematic foundation, and this welcomed suppression

by the regime.

In the course of organizing the Pan-National Rally and pressing
forward with the national reunification movement, progressive pastors
of the Korean Protestant church played a leading role.

The regime arrested Rev. Cho Yong-Sul (the former chairperson of
NCCK) and Rev. Lee Hae-Hak of PROK on the charge that they had
attended a 3-party meeting of south, north, and overseas Koreans in
Berlin in November 1990. In connection with the organization of the
Pan-National Alliance, Mr. Lee Chang-Bok, the chairperson of
Chonminryon, was arrested in January of this year. Furthermore, Rev.
Hong Keun-Soo, the pastor of Hyangrin Church of the PROK, was arrested
on February 20, 1991, and Rev. Kim Young(the wife of Rev. Hong) and
Ms. Park Soon-Kyong, a professor at Soong-Shil University, were all
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illegally taken away and investigated by the Agency for National
Security Planning.

Concerning the organization of the Alliance, there have been some
careful criticisms as to how it was formed. That is, the pastors who
played a leading role in the organization of the Alliance did not hold
any discussions with the ecumenical organizations such as NCCK, which
historically has had a leading role in the reunification movement.
Due to this deficiency in networking with church organizations and
with the Christian mass in general, a process which has provided
definite protection against suppression, the Alliance invited severe
retaliation from the regime.

In spite of previous lack of networking on March 5 the ecumenical
circle (NCCK and PROK) held a special prayer meeting for the detained
pastors at Hyangrin Church in Seoul, with about 600 attendants, On
March 18, the Pastors’ Emergency Prayer Meeting on the National
Situation was held at the Seoul Evangelical Church with about 1,500
attendants.

From the end of 1990 to the beginning of 1991, as part of the
reunification movement, Protestant pastors prepared reporting rallies
on Rev. Moon lk-Hwan's visit to North Korea, in 25 cities across the
country.

The Christian women’ s organizations carried out active
counter-measures concerning the issue of the dispatch of troops to the
Persian Gulf War and the sharing of the expenses of that war.
Protestant women's organizations, including the Women's Committee of
NCCK, Korean Church Women United, and the Korean Association of
Feminist Theologians held the "National Christian Women's Prayer
Meeting for an end to the Gulf War and for World Peace”, and
demonstrated to protest the dispatch of Korean soldiers to the Gulf.

2) Protestant programs toward the Year of Jubilee in 1995 and for
national reunification
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During February 1990, NCCK held its General Assembly and Policy
Consultation at which the delegates of NCCK member denominations
vowed to carry out the Jubilee program more concretely in the spirit
of ecumenism and renewal. The NCCK organized a Preparatory Fommittee
for the Jubilee of Peaceful Reunification, with the participation of

the 6 member denominations and 46 non-member denominations as well.

As concrete programs, the Jubilee Committee determined to establish a
Theology of Reunification and to develop the movement for ecumenical
church unity. Both of these programs are significant in that they
were chosen in accordance with the agreement reached between south
and north Christian leaders during the third Glion Meeting, toward the
Jubilee in 1995. The Jubilee Committee also confirmed the observance
of the South-North Common Sunday Prayer to be held on August 11, and
appealed to all overseas Korean churches and sister churches in
foreign countries to observe this Sunday. The NCCK also prepared an
International Christian Conference for Peace and Reunification Toward
the Jubilee, to be held from August 12-14 in Seoul. This conference
invited 200 some delegates from within the country and 100 some from

overseas, mostly Koreans.

Furthermore, theological programs for peaceful reunification were
developed at various levels of the Protestant movement. For example,
the Korean Christian Theologians Association held a conference
entitled "Christianity and Reunification Movement” in January 1991,
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Chapter 14. Christian Activities & Trends in May-Jun

1. For Democratization and National Reunification

1) Countermeasure to break through the heavy

suppression after the Kang Kyong-Dae incident

Upon the reports of self-immolation by young people in succession,
protesting Kang Kyung-Dae’s death, the Korean church also actively
joined in efforts to solve this "social crisis”. NCCK's prayer
meeting on the situational meeting on May 7 was followed by similar
prayer meetings by its member denominations,

In these worship services, pastors insisted on the repentance and
withdrawal of the Roh regime, the disbandment of "Bakgol-dan”(white
skeleton gang) the troops, which killed Kang, the dissolution of the
Democratic Party, and the revision or abolishment of undemocratic evil
laws. The prayer meetings were meaningful not only in that they were
the largest gatherings since the People’s Grand Struggle in 1987, but
also in that they enabled the Protestant church to express the
strongest protest against the government by voicing the wide range of
criticism prevalent in the church,

2,068 pastors from across the country, including Rev. Park Hyung-Kyu,
issued a Emergency, Statement on the National Situation in which they
demanded the "withdrawal of the Roh regime” and “"resignation of the
repressive Cabinet.” The regional branches of the Human Rights
Committee across the country organized sit-ins and prayer meetings.
Young Christians organized a joint committee of Christian youth to
struggle against the regime.

However, after the incident of Prime Minister Chong#, Rev. Moon

4) When the Prime Minister visited Korean University of Foreign
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lk-Hwan was imprisoned again on the charge that he had joined in the
democratization movement since his release. The reimprisonment of
Moon, a direct suppression of the symbolic figure of the
democratization movement, .clearly revealed the regime's intention to
strengthen its harsh handed rule through the use of the public

security agencies,

To protest Moon's reimprisonment, Protestant circles including PROK,
Mokhyop (National Pastors' Council for Justice and Peace) released
statement in turn. The Human Rights Committee of NCCK held a National
Mission Conference on Human Rights in 1991 at Onyang, South
Choongchong province, on June 3-5. The conference was attended by 150
pastors and member Christians from 52 regions across the country.
They discussed countermeasures for the recent human rights situation
which had worsened since the Kang incident. The NCCK Human Rights
Committee organized a special committee to investigate the case Kim
Ki-Sol's suicide note, which the prosecutors had falsely announced to.

be a fabrication.

On May 12, prayer meetings protesting the suspicious death of Park
Chang-Soo, president of the Labour Union of Hanjin Heavy Industrial
Co., was held by pastors .of Minjung churches in the Seoul area and
Anyang, Kyonggi province, It was fairly clear that the National
Security Planning Agency was responsible for his death. The Korean
Minjung Church Association took countermeasures on the tragic incident
recognizing it as the result of the recent extreme suppression of the

labour movement,

2) Pastors' Forum for Christian Political Participation

Political participation by Protestant leaders, who have played

leading roles in the Christian movement, appeared as a new issue of

Language Studies to lecture, as part of his attempt to mitigate
people's antagonistic feelings toward him, he was heckled and covered
with eggs and flour by students.
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debate in the Protestant churches following the launch of the New
Democratic Party (formerly the Party for Peace and Democracy).

Recently some pastors had joined the political party and started a new
career as politicians, Facing this new situation, pastors held
several forums to consider whether the Korean church should combine
the purely ecumenical movement and democratization movement including
political activities,

The Christian Institute for the Study of Justice and Development
(CISJD: director: Rev., Park Sang-Jung), held a forum with the title
"Christians' Political Participation”. In this forum, opinion was
divided opinions on the question of Christian political participation,
with three divergent choice: i) systematic participation through the
New Democratic Party, ii) participation in the style of citizens'
movement, iii) opposition to any political participation. The
Majority of the participants agreed that some type of political
participation should be adopted for the changing situation.

It was an important round-table at which many ecumenical leaders from
inside Korea and abroad got together to discuss how the ecumenical
movement could develop qualitatively. Rev. Park Sang-Jung, the host
of the forum, said in his opening address , "By holding a regular
forum of ecumenical leaders at home and abroad, we will be able to
deepen our mutual understanding and confidence and renew the
ecumenical movement.”

The Theology Committee of NCCK also held a similar discussion, On
the other hand, the conservative denominations outside NCCK opposed
the participation of Christians in politics, They expressed their
worry that Christian participation in politics might lead to the
support of one particular ‘party through their preaching. The general
opinion in Korean ecumenical circles was that pastors' political
participation was unavoidable in the present Korean reality but that
such participation should be done on the basis of far-reaching
agreement through sincere debate.
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Like the CISJD ecumenical forum in May, the NCCK Theology Committee
discussion was appreciated as a positive attempt to put together
different existing opinions to be discussed openly.

In addition to these discussions, the National Christian Solidarity
Council for Local Self-Government (7 joint chairpersons including Rev.
Park Hyung-Kyu and Bishop Chang Ki-Chon) decided to actively seek out
and recnmmend Christian candidates for the upcoming large-unit local

council election,

3) Korean Church Activities for National Reunification

and Disarmament

The Korean Christian Alliance for Democracy and Reunification
(Kisaryon) continued its campaign for denuclearization of the Korean
peninsula in order to achieve reconciliation and reunification of

divided Korea.,

4) Other Activities

When the regime misused the National Assembly process to pass its own
"revision bills to the National Security Law and Law on the Agency for
the National Security Planning, without opposition participation, 30
member pastors of the Human Rights Committee of NCCK staged a sit-in
to demand the abolition of the National Security Law. The PROK also
announced a signature campaign for the release of political detainee
related to the reunification issue, including Rev. Lee Hae-Hak, and for

the abolition of undemocratic laws.

12 member pastors of the Christian Countermeasures on Committee the
Uruguay Round Negotiations made visits to Washington and New York to
protest the Uruguay Round’s pressure for opening of the Korean
agricultural market. The visiting members warned that if the U.S.
government continued its pressure, it would be confronted by
widespread anti-Americanism by the 12 million Christians and 6 million
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farmers in Korea. The Protestan} movement was struggling to analyze
the expected results of the opening of the Korean market to U.S,
agricultural products including rice, and also to determine what
countermeasures should be taken,

2. Activities for National Reunification and Self-Renewal

The Preparatory Committee for the Jubilee Year of Peace Reunification,
organized by the 6 member denominations of NCCK and 46 other
denominations, held its first Executive Committee meeting to discuss
the concretization of the programs including the joint worship
service., The contents of the discussion were: i) preparation of the
liturgy for the joint worship and its distribution to 30 thousand
congregations of 52 denominations 1ii) establishment of the structure
for fund-raising 1iii) plans to realize the active participation the
Christian youth,

The Jubilee Program Development Committee in the PROK proposed that
June 25, the 4lst anniversary of the Korean War, should be observed as
the day of National Reconciliation. The denomination planned to
establish a Jubilee Department in its head office in order to activate
its member Christians and carry out effective exchanges of
working-level staff across the country,

The Theology Committee of KNCC held a forum on April 26 to explore the
theme of the Korean church in the 1990's. The 60 theologians and
church leaders who attended the forum confirmed the theme as life and
preservation of the created, and issued a statement: "Our Confession
for the Preservation of Life in 1991",

Korean Christian Church United held its 19th General Assembly and
decided to stage a campaign for legal protection of atomic bomb
victims, and prepared to publish documentation on the peace problem.
The group also announced the joint participation of South-North women
Christians in the process of writing the 1991 order of Worship for the
World Day of Prayer service,
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Chapter 15. Christian Activities & Trends in Jul-Oct

1.International Christian Conference for the Peace and Reunification
Toward the Jubilee in 1995

The 'Preparation Committee for the Jubilee of Peace and
Reunification’, consisting of 6 NCCK member denominations and 46 other
Protestant denominations, held a "Christian Conference for Peace and
Reunification Toward the Jubilee in 1995" in Seoul from August 12-14,
About 400 Koreans, both conservative and progressive from inside and
outside Korea and a member of foreign Christians concerned with the
issue, attended the conference and discussed concrete plans for

Korean reunification from the Christian perspective,
NCCK, the sponsor of the Conference, expressed purposes as follows:
i) to share Christian confession and perceptions

ii) to discuss cooperation and role-division among Christians at home

and overseas for the Jubilee 5-Year Joint Program

iii) to promote unity and solidarity among Korean Christians inside

the country and overseas.

Prior to the Conference, the Common Prayer Sunday for the Peace and
Reunification of Korea was observed with the holding of special
worship across the country on August 11. In Seoul, 5,000 Protestants
gathered for the service at Kwanglim Methodist Church. (The full text
of the Conference Message appears in the last part of this section.

The conference, with the theme "One Nation, One Church” and the
sub-theme "The Churches's Task for the Joint Program Toward the
Jubilee Year in 1995, was evaluated as having contributed positively
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to the expansion of the popular foundation of the Christian movement
for national reunification, One of its main purpose was to establish a
base from which to promote actively the "5-year joint program toward
the Jubilee Year, "as agreed by the churches of North and South,

The conference provided an opportunity for the participants to achieve
more definite vision of the reunited Korea. Under the changed
situation created by the South-North simul taneous entry to the U.N.,
the Korean church was also able to more concretely state its position
on the radical revision of the National Security Law, the dissolution
of the U.N. Command structure in Korea, the mutual establishment of
permanent representatives in Seoul and Pyongyang, the step-by-step
withdrawal of the U.S. Army, and the promotion of a nuclear- free zone
on the Korean peninsula,

In addition, the attendants also agreed to make every effort to
strengthen solidarity and cooperation among the churches of South and
North, Korean Christians overseas, and sister churches in other
countries around the world. They agreed to develop the Jubilee
Committee of 52 Protestant denominations into a 'Board for Jubilee

Programs' in order to constantly promote solidarity and cooperation.

It is believed that conference qualitatively heightened the level of
the reunification movement through concentrated discussions on
reunification plans,

Nevertheless, while the participants basically accepted the principle
of grand union of the Korean nation, position of opposing the
assimilation style of reunification as occurred in Germany, immediate
discussions of concrete alternatives were put off for later times,
Furthermore, a concrete practical program to strengthen the unity of
Korean Christians as a whole for the Christian reunification movement,
could not be prepared. For this reason, the important task of
effectively popularizing the movement among the Christian mass was
still difficult.
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2. Ecumenical Movement and Church Renewal

The first YMCA World Rally and the 12th YMCA World Convention, under
the theme "Our Responsibility of Nurturing the Created World” was held
in Seoul from August 23. About 950 people from 115 countries around
the world adopted a special written resolution on the environmental
problems. In the written resolution, the World YMCA adopted the
environmental issue as a task of first priority, and determined to
develop campaigns to demand the repeal of negative environment
policies of governments and to prepare a World Conference for the
Environment on the civilian level, They also determined to be in
solidarity with civil organizations from the wvarious circles of
environmental movement, consumers, women, and the church, The
attendants also proposed to carry out educational programs on
environmental issues through the application of scientific and
professional expertise to overcome the present environmental crisis,

The attendants also urged dialogue between Israel and the Palestinian
people and suggested the peaceful establishment of a Palestinian
Nation under the auspices of the U.N..

The most noteworthy aspect of the rally was the participation by the
recently reconstructed YMCAs from the eastern European countries.

In October, the Protestant church movement developed an extensive
demanding the release of the imprisoned Christian leaders of the
reunification movement, including Prof,Park Soon-Kyung,?$

The arrest of the 68 year-old professor is seen as a typical example
of the regime's unchanged hard-line suppression on the civilian level
reunification movement. The committee for the release of Prof. Park,
organized by 14 Protestant organizations, has developed various

activities for the release of Prof. Park, including issuing of

5) As vice-president of the Pan-National Alliance for National
Reunification, Ms. Park was arrested on August 13 and charged with
violation of the National Security Law such, for "praising the

Juche-ideology of Kim I1-Sung, the president of North Korea.
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statements, prayer meetings, signature campaigns, and ect..

The Korean Church Minjung Mission Policy Consultation was held jointly
by the URM Committee of NCCK and the Korea Christian Alliance for
Democracy and Reunification, from July 7-10, under the topic "Towards
Unity and Solidarity in Minjung Mission”, About 200 pastors, young
Christians, Christian farmers, Christian workers, slum dwellers, and 7
delegates from foreign churches were in attendance. The main lectures
of the conference were entitled "Reflection and Vision of the Korean
Church's Minjung Mission” and "Towards the Mass Organization of
Christians,” .

Following these, delegates from such mission fields as the Industrial
Workers®’ Mission, Rural Mission, Urban Poor Mission, and the Christian
Anti-Pollution Movement spoke to the group. The participants of the
conference strongly agreed upon the necessity for strong unity and
solidarity among the churches' various mission fields and with sister

churches overseas for the renewal of the Christian church,

Leading established pastors of the Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK)
formed a new pastors organization (Pastors' Council for the Practice
of Just ministry in the PCK), with the declaration that they would
work towards renewal of the church in the Presbyterian tradition, the
ecumenical spirit and the spirit of a nation-loving.

Since the PCK denomination had moved toward a more conservative
position in recent times, the activities of these pastors drew some
concern,

The Korean Association of Minjung Churches held its 4th General
Assembly from August 14-15 with the theme "Minjung Church, the Hope of
the Korean Nation: Spread the Hope."

In addition to these, 4 Christian women's organizations, including the
Women's Committee of NCCK held a "Korean Church Women's Conference on
the Jubilee Year for Peace and Reunification.” The participants set
up practical tasks for Korean Christian women such as 'Church Renewal
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Campaign’, 'Demilitarization and Denuclearization Campaign', 'Campaign
for Economic Justice', 'Democratization Movement', and ’'Environmental
Movement ', :

L]

3. Democratization Movement and Other Social Campaigns

The Human Rights Committee of NCCK set aside July 14-17 as Prayer Days
to Abolish Undemocratic Laws, and sought various methods to realize
the release of the more than 1,400 political detainees. This activity
had special meaning under the existing situation of oppressive rule by
the regime through the deployment of the public safety agencies, which
had been strengthened following the large-unit local council

elections.

NCCK's Special Committee .on the Mass Media Problem established a
counselling center for the victims of unfair. treatment by the mass
media,. This center will support persons who are damaged by the
distorted reports of the government-controlled media, in a situation
where the people are at the mercy of the propagandistic misuse of
radio, TV and print media.

NCCK's Special Committee on Environmental Problems was planning a
symposium to awaken the Korean churches to the on going destruction of
the earth, "God’s order of Creation”, focusing on the serious

ecological problems in Korea,

4. Movement for Peaceful Reunification and Peaceful Disarmament

Five Christian youth and student organizations from the Protestant and
Catholic churches, including EYC and KSCF, organized the
"Protestant-Catholic Youth and Student Headquarters for a Pan-National
Rally on August 15." They determined to unite the leadership of
Portestant and catholic youth and students for a peaceful disarmament
campaign, through this organization,
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Korea Church Women United held its annual Anti-War and Anti-nuclear
Peace Rally on August 6. This included an exhibition about peaceful
disarmament as part of the broader movement of the church. Such
women's movements can be positively evaluated as attempts to rectify
overall social problems in Korea, going beyond a limited concern with
purely women's issues: and this also reflects the development of the
women's movement as a whole.
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Chapter 16. Christian Activities & Trends in Nov-Dec

1. Pastors' Participation in the Farmers' Struggle Against
the Rice Market Opening

The Rural Pastors Association of the Methodist, PCK, and PROK Churches
organized a Rural Pastor% Countermeasures Committee to Block Rice
Imports and Guarantee the Fair Price of Rice. The Committee held a
rally at the Christian Building 1in Seoul in protest of the
government's moves toward allowing rice imports, demanding guarantee
of a fair rice price and the purchase of the whole quantity of the

crop,

After the rally, 200 pastors from rural areas across the country
staged a peaceful march to the U.S., Embassy and the Shilla Hotel,
where delegates of the U.S. Trade Mission were staying. They
suspected that the U.S. would openly exert pressure for the
unconditional opening of the Korean rice market, at the Asia-Pacific
Economic Ministers Conference (APEC) which opened on the same day.

On November 11, the Korea National Pastors Association for Justice and
Peace (Mokhyop) held a prayer meeting for the abolition of the
National Security Law and the release of all political detainee.
After the meeting, the pastors staged a peaceful march,

The Human Rights Committee of NCCK selected the family of the late
Kang Kyung-Dae as the recipients of the 1991 Human Rights Award. Even
after the death of Kang at the hands of the police, his family members
continued to participate actively in the democratization movement, and

as a result, his father was imprisoned.

2. Activities of NCCK Special Committee on the Mass Media Problem
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NCCK's Mass Media Committee started 6 weeks of lectures on the mass
media situation, on December 16, exploring ways to overcome the wrong
doings of the mass media, which are under the control of the political
authorities and big corporations,

The Korean people were shocked by a scandal in which members of the
press covering the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs were revealed
to have been bought off by MHSA officials with hundreds of millions of
won ®. This was just one typical case showing how journalists are
spoiled and manipulated.

The activities of the Mass Media Special Committee were attracting the
interest of the citizens, who have witnessed years of distorted,
erroneous reporting in the mass media.

3. Christian Women's Anti-War, Anti-Nuclear, Peace Movement

In 1991, Christian women's organizations including Korea Church Women
United and the Korean Christian Women's Association for Democracy
staged an active campaign for peace. For instance, women's
organizations of the Protestant and Catholic churches staged a
campaign to protest the 1991 Seoul International Military and Weapons
Exhibit. On October 22, they staged a demonstration in front of the
National Assembly building to demand the reduction of defense
expendi tures, There they also issued a statement in which they
expressed their opposition to the 1990 International Weapons Exhibit
on the ground that "the exhibit is an expression of the intention to
increase armaments, and a plot to encourage trade in ultra-modern
weapons”,

6) The scandal exposed one of the typical chronic problems of Korean
society, i.e, Jjournalists are bribed by the government officials to
conceal corruption. The problem has been habitually passed over but
this time was reported by the Hankyoreh Shinmun, a democratic daily
newspaper,
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Message from Participants of the Christian Conference
for Peace and Reunification
Towards the Jubilee in 1995
- 12-14 August 1991, Seoul, Korea

Meeting the day after Jubilee Sunday 1991, we express our profound
gratitude for God's mercy in bringing us together in celebration of
the promise of reconciliation and hope, At the Jubilee Sunday worship
services, at the Kwanglim Church in Seoul and other churches across
the country, and through our conference, concluded on the eve of
Liberation Day (August 15), we pledged ourselves to continue to place
our trust in God to grant us the determination to pursue, despite our
human frailties and differences, the ultimate restoration of peace and
reunification to the people of Korea,

We rejoice in the fact that this meeting marks a new phase in the
ongoing quest for the reunification of Korea. Never before has
participation in an NCCK gathering been as broad and inclusive in
representation, 350 participants representing churches from 10
countries took part, including non-NCCK churches, and about 100
overseas Koreans, This is the first large conference planned by the
Jubilee Preparation Committee for Peace and Reunification, comprised
of 46 denominations,

The opening worship featured Korean hymns accompanied by traditional
Korean musicians and a message on the topic "Christ, Our Peace,”
reminding us that "by his death on the cross, Christ destroyed their
enmity: by means of the cross he united both races into one body and
brought them back to God. So Christ came and preached the Good News
of peace to all” (Ephesians 2:16-17a). The worship service was
followed by a keynote address entitled "Jubilee for Reunification and
the Role of the Church,” " It stressed that in order to bequeath one
united Korea to our children, we must ourselves become one. The
conference program included two panel presentations, one on the
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"Vision of Future Korean Society: New Heaven and New Earth”, the other
on the "Joint Program of Activities for the Five Year Plan for Jubilee
for Reunification, Unity and Solidarity Between Churches in Korea and

Overseas.” There were also group discussions,

Each morning began with  prayer and Bible study, as participants
consulted the scriptural witness to gain a more spiritual
understanding of God's promise of peace and justice, Trusting in
God's guidance on our deliberation, we listened to panel discussions
on our own people’s visions for the reunification of our beloved land.
We devoted a substantial amount of time engaging each cother during
group sessions, seeking to reach agreement on the role of our churches
in giving hope to our people for a reunified nation. Despite much
pain and tears, we affirmed that neither power nor principalities can

separate us from the love of God.

We recognize that this meeting is yet another answer to the prayer
that have guided the complex process begun in Tozanso in 1984,
continued in Inchon in 1988 and in the three Glion meetings, as well
as other ecumenical meetings such as those in Tokyo. The courageous
role of the NCCK has led to momentous encounters between sisters and
brothers across the hitherto impenetrable divide. It has now brought
together Korean Christians from a wide spectrum of theological and
political persuasions, ° including a broad overseas Korean

representation,

We meet in the wake of historic new sign of hope. Three days before
our meeting, the United Nations Security Council approved the
application for simultaneous entry of the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea and the Republic of Korea, We recognize this positive
development as a sign that God continues to act in Korean history.
But our rejoicing is tempered by the unfortunate reality that many of
our people remain in prison for their activities related to efforts
towards reunification, We deeply regret also that three of those
invited to this meeting were not allowed into the country,
highlighting once again the difficulties that stand in the way for the
people to participate in the reunification process,
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We met for two major purposes: 1) to reconfirm and broaden ecumenical
solidarity within and without the country and to formulate the next
steps in the Jubilee program: and 2) to envision and articulate the
future shape of a unified Korea and to suggest concrete‘steps for
achieving it.

On the basis of group discussions, we came to agreement on the
following points and call upon the Christian communities here and
abroad to remain in solidarity through study and prayerful action:

I. Formation of National Community

i. We believe that the ultimate goal of the movement for reunification
lies in reunifying our divided country and nation, In the quest for a
reunification model, we oppose any attempt toc absorb one system by
another, Reunification should respect national sovereignty and serve
the peace and welfare of all Korean people, Reunification proposals,
whether by North or South, should be in line with this goal and be
open to public reflection and discussion,

ii. We believe that the reunification movement should be based upon a
concept of peace that includes the guarantee of personal freedom and
socio-economic justice, On the basis of this conviction, we are
determined to build links of solidarity and broaden our cooperation
between churches of the South and North, between progressive and
conservative churches in the South, and with overseas Korean churches
and sister churches around the world.

iii. We also believe that it is necessary for churches to be in
solidarity and cooperation with secular non-governmental reunification
movements., Such solidarity and cooperation can take diverse forms,

depending upon each particular case,

iv. We would like to use the "Jubilee Year Program Agency”, installed
within the NCCK, as a platform for coordination and cooperation for
these solidarity movement with and outside the church.
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I11. Establishment of a Peace Structure

i. We recognize that the simultaneous entry of both Koreas into the
United Nations is a realistic provisional stage towards reunification.
In this connection we urge South Korea to revise its constitution
accordingly and to initiate steps toward the dissolution of the UN
Command., South Korea's National Security Law, which labels North
Korea as an enemy, should be substantially revised. We expect North
Korea to make similar legislative adjustments., We further suggest the
mutual establishment of diplomatic representations in both Seoul and
Pyongyang as an institutional implementation of the mutual recognition
implied in their simultaneous UN membership. At the same time we
encourage the governments of North and South to work for

reconciliation and unity among overseas Korean people,

ii. In the cause of establishing a peace structure, we urge that
South and North should initiate a non-aggression declaration, thereby
opening the way for replacing the Armistice Agreement by a peace
treaty. To this end, there should be a phased withdrawal of foreign
armed forces, The Korean-American Mutual Defense Pact should be
abolished and negotiated for a Wartime Host Nations Support Agreement
should be abandoned. Joint military exercises involving foreign armed
forces should be terminated. We hope that North Korea will take
appropriate corresponding initiatives. We urge that all nuclear
weapons deployed in and targeted at the Korean peninsula be removed.
Furthermore, both South and North should submit to the inspection
regime of the International Atomic Energy Agency. The ultimate aim of
these measures is to make the Korean peninsula nuclear-free. With a
view to advancing peaceful reunification, we appeal to both South and
North to reduce armaments, stop the acquisition, production and
development of new weaponry, and initiate a phased reduction of their

armed forces.

iii. We commit ourselves, in the context of our North-South church
meetings, to work for concrete steps toward the establishment of such

a peace structure.

- 134 -

1

III. Jubilee Life style

i. We believe that the Jubilee Year is not merely our goal but also an
ongoing process. We understand the Jubilee life éty]e means
guaranteeing the right to survival and economic justice of all people,
particularly of the estranged, poor and weak in our society as well as
sharing our spiritual and material resources with them, Therefore we
commit ourselves to work and live together already now in anticipation
of the Jubilee Year,

ii. We commit ourselves to lead our Jubilee lives through repentance
for our sins, forgiveness of each other, and the healing of our
suffering, culminating in reconciliation., An important manifestation
of these reconciling activities is our commitment to the aim of
fostering the reunion of séparated families, In the Jubilee spirit of
liberation, which embraces the freedom of thought and conscience, we
also commit ourselves to seek avenues to help promote the fundamental
human rights of prisoners of conscience both in the North and the
South,

iii. In the spirit of the Gospel of Jubilee, we commit ourselves to
intensify our educational work for peace, reunification and
environmental wholeness, within and outside of the church,

iv. In the same spirit, we further commit ourselves to participate
actively in the mission of God embracing the whole Korean peninsula,
casting aside parochialism and denominationalism,

v. As an integral part of the Jubilee mission program, we commit
ourselves to enable women and youth, who have so far been
discriminated against and alienated, to participate fully in the
decision-making processes of church life, The intensification of
democratic cooperation bekween the laity and the clergy will lead
eventually to the renewal of existing church structures,

vi. We commit ourselves to ecumenical solidarity among the churches of
all the countries surrounding and relating to the Korean peninsula.
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Such solidarity is expressed by the sharing of resources and

and the coordination of our various efforts for the
Our efforts will thereby stand in harmony

information,
reunification of Korea.
with the common Jubilee goals.
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Conclusion and Prospect
:Toward Independence,Democracy and Reunification

In retrospect, 1991 was a year of rapid changes throughout the world
as well as in Korean society, As the Eastern socialist states
including the Soviet Union gave up socialism, the Cold War order which
had divided the whole world into two camps since World War II,
col lapsed. These changes, beginning in the late 1980s, become
full-scale with the failure of the Soviet conservative coup in the
summer and the subsequent disintegration of the Soviet Unions. The
Gulf War, early in the year, was an expression of the revised world

order after the collapse of the socialist states.

After declaring victory in the Gulf War the United States gave more
concrete shape to the New World Order in which it would have a central
role, in contrast to the bipolar system of the Cold War era.

There had been a widespread hopes for dawning of a new era of world
peace following the end of the Cold War, but these hopes were
disappointed by the new imperialist world order with the U.S. in the

leading role,

After the Gulf War the U.,S. targeted for military attention such
anti-American countries as Libya and north Korea. Japan also was
hurrying toward full-fledged re-militarization, Both of these were in
fact very dangerous symptoms, And the internal civil wars occurring
in Eastern Europe and some republics of the Soviet Union were an
expression of how difficult the progress was toward peace and

democracy.

There is no region more sensitive to changes of the world order than
the Korean peninsula. That is because the Korean peninsula has been
the playing field for rivalries among the powerful nations, being
caught in the middle of the competition among the U.S., the Soviet
Union, China and Japan the leaders of the world order of cold war,.

- 137 -




Korea has experienced some rapid changes due to external factors

following the transition of world order.

The most important development in 1991 was the revolutionary change
of the relationship between north and south Korea. Though there still
remain great obstacles in the way of reunification, many hopeful
fruits including the South-North simultaneous entry into the U.N. and
the "agreement for reconciliation, non-aggression, exchanges and
cooperation between South and North” were achieved. Military threats
from the U.S. bombarded North Korea after the Gulf War forcing it to
take a more flexible position than before, North Korea seemed to
believe that the North-South simultaneous entry into the U.N. would be
the only means to earn security and the peace of the Korean peninsula,

By the announcement that it would accept the international nuclear
inspection and sign the Agreement on Nuclear Safety with the
International Atomic Energy Agency, North Korea in return accomplished
the withdrawal of all American nuclear weapons from south Korea and
the long-desired suspension of the Team Spirit military exercise.

Certainly the relationship between South and North became more
amicable and the possibility of reunification increased in 1991.
Still, however, there remain many difficulties in achieving peace and
reunification, The U.S, Army in Korea, which is regarded as the most
powerful obstacle to peace, has not yet withdrawn. After the Gulf
War the U.S. government postponed its own plan to withdraw a U.S. Army
troops from Korea because of concern about its possible loss of
military hegemony in this sphere. Despite the worldwide trend toward
independence as expressed in the shutdown of the U S, military bases
in the Philippines, the U.S. Army in Korea stubbornly stayed on.

The other large obstacle to peace in Korea is nuclear weapons. Even
the withdrawal of the U.S. nuclear weapons from Korea and the
South-North agreement declaring no use of nuclear weapons in or
against the Korean peninsula, are not sufficient. To secure peace in
Korea, it will be necessary for the U.S. government to withdraw the
U.S. Army from Korea and to agree to make the Korean peninsula a
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‘nuclear-free zone'.

One of the main domestic obstacles to advancement of South-North
relations is the National Security Law, The notoriou; law, which
defines North Korea as anti-state so as to prohibit any contact with
it or research on it, has always been the most useful and decisive
weapon sustaining the authoritarian regime. More than a thousand
political prisoners are still in jail under the NSL and other
government security laws, Im Su-Kyong, Rev. Moon Ik-Hwan and Father
Moon Kyu-Hyun, who contributed to the encouragement of the
reunification movement, were imprisoned only on the charge that they
visited North Korea without the permission of the government, Without
their release and the abolition of the NSL, Korean reunification will
remain a faraway goal.

The Democratization process in 1991 was in a stalemate, contrary to
people’s expectation, It rather retreated from the situation at the
beginning of the 6th Republic in 1988. The Democratic Liberal Party,
formed by the scandalous merger of two opposition parties with the
ruling party in 1990, enjoyed an overwhelming majority in the National
Assembly and as a matter of course, promises for reform were all
broken,

The local self-government system was distorted in favor of the
dictatorial regime and the elections of city and province heads
scheduled for early 1992 by law, was postponed  without being
re-scheduled. The resentment of the people and opposition parties
over this arbitrary postponement by the Roh regime was strong, but it
is doubtful that the opposition forces can block the plan by the
regime to revise the local self-government law after the coming 14th
general election (to select members of parliament).

The situation of human rights in Korea also deteriorated. In 1991 a
college student was beaten to death by the riot police during a
demonstration, and in the ensuring protests over this brutality a
female college student was crushed to death during the over-reaction
of riot police. Moreover, a graduate student was shot to death while
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walking past a scene of demonstration., As in the past, police and
prosecutors are still using torture and beatings and over a thousand

laborers, students, farmers and democratic perscnages are in jail,

The Korean economy now is faced with some severe difficulties. With
its competitive power in the international market weakened, the growth
rate of exports, which have driven the high-level economic development
since the 1970s, has decreased to record ever-mounting trade deficits,
now reaching $10 billion. It is well known that the 1laborers’
struggle for higher wages has been suppressed by the big companies and
the dictatorial regime. Facing the continuing pressure to import
US-produced rice through the Uruguay Round, Korean farmers have
launched into anti-American demonstrations, Rapidly rising commodity
prices bring the deterioration of the people’s livelihood and deepen
the gap between rich and poor. It seems that fundamental reform of

the Korean economic structure is urgently needed.

Environmental disruption, a by-product of economic development, is
making the Korean society pay a high price. The degree of pollution
becomes more and more serious and the public water supply is no longer
fit for drinking, Golf courses, affordable by only the privileged
minority, are constructed rampantly so that large forest areas are
destroyed and landslides frequently happen, Rivers are filled with

industrial waste water,

In 1992, the 14th general election of members of the National
Assembly and the Presidential election will be held. The most recent
unification of opposition parties strengthened the democratic forces,
and the grassroots movements of people have steadily grown, It is
anticipated that this year the struggle of all the united democratic
forces toward the establishment of democratic government will come
into intense confrontation with the determined effort of the Roh
regime to maintain its dictatorial power, The chronic problem of the
anti-government movement in general was its continuing internal
division, The most important reason for the defeat of the opposition
parties in the 1987 presidential election that the very division.
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In this respect, looking forward to the general and presidential
elections in 1992, the opposition forces must achieve a grand alliance
with the goal of establishing a the democratic government. There are
many tasks assigned to the opposition party in this pracess. It is
because the opposition party has not worked with creativity and
courage on the people’'s side, that it cannot be fully supported even
by the democratic forces. The recently united opposition party, the
Democratic Party, should struggle actively with overall reform as its
goal in the coming elections.

The other force endowed with an important role in democratization is
the social movement, the so-called 'Movement circle (Undong Kwon)'.
Since 1980, the social movement has rapidly developed against
concentrated attack from the dictatorial regime,

As a result, now the social movement forces are approaching the people
with their own strategies and organization, different from those of
the established opposition parties. The most important tasks of the
social movement are to overcome the ideological and physical
oppression of the dictatorial regime and to strongly unite with the
people,

The National Alliance for Democracy and Reunification was launched at
the end of 1991, If the National Alliance can be deeply and widely
rooted in trade unions, farmer’'s unions and student unions, and if it
can take a friendly approach to the people, its political influence
will be gradually enlarged.

As briefly described above, in 1991 all the progressive movement
forces in Korea must meet the rapidly changed situation by elaborating
new, systematically organized responses and widening as well as
deepening their movements, in a qualitative way,

On the other hand, 1991 was a year of testing for the Christian
movement, As a matter of fact, since the 1980s the growth and
maturity of the social movement 1in almost every sector has diminished
the unique role the churches and Christian movements have played. A
good example is the as labour movement. in which the Christian
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movement played a leading role in .the 1970s, but which grew and took
deep root in Korean society, resulting in the apparent shrinking of

the contribution of the churches to the movement,

This tendency is surely positive for the development of the whole
movement, but it seems to push the Christian movement to establish its
new identity., How the Christian movement identifies itself, sets its
own tasks, and forms proper organizations will therefore be a crucial
problem to solve in the 1990s. From this viewpoint, it may be said
that the Christian movement in 1991 was in a transitional stage,

searching to establish its own place.

Nevertheless, the Korean churches still have tremendous
responsibility with regard to various problems in Korean society, for
which they have continued to participate actively as they make
constant efforts to find new patterns of Christian movement. The
activities of the churches have greatly contributed to solving social

problems.

In the field of rural mission, the churches are devoting all their
efforts to block the opening of the Korean market to foreign
agricultural and livestock products. Concerning human rights and
democratization, the churches have constantly endeavored to repeal or
revise all the undemocratic laws and to release all the prisoners of
conscience, Especially in the May people’s struggle for
democratization following the incident of Kang Kyung-Dae's death, the
churches protested by issuing statements, holding widespread prayer
meetings, and participating in hunger strikes and street
demonstrations not only in Seoul but all across the country.

In retrospect, it is considered that in 1991 the most important
contribution of the Korean church was to the reunification movement
as previously, The Christian reunification movement in 1991 threw its
main efforts into consolidating the domestic foundation for
reunification. The August Christian conference for Peace and
Reunification Toward the Jubilee Year in 1995 was attended by four
hundred delegates from both progressive and conservative churches from
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Korea and overseas,

The conference promoted unity and solidarity among the various
participants and produced common perceptions sc that the Christian
reunification movement was broadened. But it also brought the

apprehension that the expanded scale of movement might blur the
tradition of progressive movement.

On the other hand, the movement of minjung churches, beginning as an
alternative to labour mission, has grown with the establishment of
more than 100 minjung churches across the country. But it is more
important that the movement is now operating as a new force for
renewal of the church after realizing new ‘church-ship’' through

critical reflection on its own activities,

However, the minjung churches suffer greatly from financial
limitations, so that they still depend on cutside aid. The financial
shortage has bothered the Christian movement in Korea as a whole. In
1992, the movement will not only devote itself to its various mission
tasks, but will also explore new types of movement capable of dealing
with the rapidly changed reality of the Korean society,
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Jan, 1

Jan. 9

Jan. 11

Jan. 30

Feb. 2
Feb. 12
Feb. 23
Mar, 5
Mar. 19
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CHRONOLOGY OF KOREAN INPORTANT EVENTS IN 1991

In his New Year's Message, Kim I1-Sung, the President of North
Korea, shows a flexible attitude toward the Korean Common Wealth,
saying "We will examine the realization of the Common Wealth idea”.

South Korean President Roh Tae-Woo, in his New Year's Message,
gives priority to economic growth.

Roh Tae-Woo holds his 2nd Summit Talks with Kaifu, the Prime
Minister of Japan. They agree on ‘Three Principles for Friendship
and Cooperation between Korea and Japan',

Lee Chong-Ku, the Minister of Defence, states that combat troops
can be dispatched to the Persian Gulf on the demand of the U.S. and

the Coalition Forces,

North Korea and Japan hold their first high-level talks for the
normalization of diplomatic relations,

The Suso scandal is escalated by the revelation of the involvement
of the Blue House, the ruling party, and the opposition party.

At the 4th South-North Sports Talks, the two Koreas agree on
forming a single team for the 41st World Table Tennis Competition
and the 6th World Youth Football Games,

Nationwide rallies and demonstrations are held to protest the
concealment of the Suso scandal.

Roh Tae-Woo announces that the basic-unit local council election
will be held on Mar. 26, separate from the large-unit council

election,

The Military Affairs Command(Kimusa) is disclosed to have exercised

Apr.

Apr.
Apr.

Apr.

May

May

May

12

19

21

surveillance over students and conscripted students,

Kim Dae-Jung, the head of the Party for Peace and ‘Democracy, and
Lee Oo-Chung, the head of the New Democratic Union, announce the
union of the two parties.

Lee Chong-Ku, the Minister of Defence, comments that North Korea's
alleged development of nuclear weapons should be harshly punished.

Mikhael Gorbachev, the President of the Soviet Union, visits
Seoul,
The Government promotes the South Korea-Soviet Treaty of Friendship

in the talks with Gorbachev.

About 1,000 laborers in the Seoul area hold a 'Rally Against
Suppression of the Labor Movement', at Inha University.
The Korean Federation of Trade Unions issues a situation report on
laborers imprisoned during the 6th Republic: 1,211 laborers are
estimated to have been arrested under the rule of Roh Tae-Woo
regime,

Demonstrations protesting deaths from at Wongin Rayon Co., and the
death of Kang Kyung-Dae by riot police brutality, along with
rallies celebrating the 102nd May Day, are held in 15 regions
including Seocul, Pusan and Kwangju with about 100,000 citizens,
laborers and students participating,.

The 'Pan-National Countermeasures Council Against the Violent
Murder of Kang Kyung-Dae and the Oppressive Rule' demands
dismantling of the "White skulls”, a section of the riot police,
and holds rallies at 21 cities across the country with about
200,000 in attendance.

Kim Ki-Sol, staff of the Social Affairs Section of the Naticnal
Democratic Movements Association(Chonminyon), burns himself to

death, leaving a suicide note.
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May

Jun,

Jun,

Jun,

Jun,

Jun,

Jul.

Jul.

9

19

15

21

27

15
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The rally for "Dismantling of the Democratic Liberal Party and
Ending of the oppressive Rule” is held by the 'Pan-National
Council’ with the largest number of attendants(300,000) so far in
the 6th Republic.

The U.S. Department of Defence says that the U.S. Army in Korea
already began its first-stage withdrawal and that it will withdraw
a force of 7,000 men by next year.

Chong Won-Shik, the new Prime Minister is attacked by students with
eggs and flour when he lectures at the Korean Foreign Language
University.

The National Alliance of Office and Bank Workers' Trade Unions
issues a statement on the large-unit local council election and the
coming struggle for a wage increase, asking the people not to
support the Democratic Liberal Party in the coming election. This
appeal is illegal under the present Trade Union law,

The Pan-National Countermeasures Council announces that it is
reorganized into a standing joint-struggle group, the National
Council to End the Oppressive Rule and Establish Democratic
Government,

The large-unit local council election results in an overwhelming
victory for the DLP, which wins 564 seats out of 866: the NDP wins
165 seats, the DP 21 seats and the Minjung Party one seat.

It is reported that the National Council of University Student
Representatives Federation(Chondaehyop) sent two representatives to
Pyongyang to attend the ‘Pan-National Rally for Reunification’.

North Korea finally agrees with the International Atomic Energy
Agency on the original draft of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons.

‘The Rally to Defend the Pan-National Rally’ is held with about 300

Jul,

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Sep.

Sep.

Sep.

Sep.

Sep.

Oct.

30

14

15

19

10

17

18

28

8

attendants at the Yonsei University.

North Korea proposes three clauses to make the Korean peninsula a
nuclear-free zone: this is refused by South Korea. -+

About 15,000 students hold the Grand Festival of South-North Youth
and Students at Kyunghee University,

About 3,000 students stage a street demonstration against the
blockade of the Pan-National Rally by police,

The Seoul District Prosecutor demands the death penalty for Park
No-Hae, a central committee member of the League of Socialist
Laborers, an underground revolutionary organization, changing him
with leading the "anti-national organization”,

The Tax Administration Office starts a tax investigation of Chong
Ju-Yong, the owner of Hyundai Group, the biggest business
enterprise in Korea, and his family for alleged illegal donation of
stocks and sharing of wealth.

Kim Dae-Jung, head of the New Democratic Party, and Lee Ki-Taek,
head of the Party for Unification and Democracy, announce a new
union of their opposition parties.

Han Kook-Won, a graduate student of Seoul National University, is
killed by a bullet fired by a policeman as he is walking past a
demonstration site.

South and North Korea enter officially into the United Nations at
the 46th General Assembly of the U.N.

George Bush, the President of the U.S., announces a plan to abolish
and dismantle tactical nuclear weapons including nuclear weapons in

Korea,

About 5,000 residents of Anmyon Island hold a rally against the
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Oct. 26

Nov. 5
Nov, 7
Nov, 8
Nov, 10
Nov. 21
Nov. 26
Dec, 1
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construction of a disposal site‘for nuclear waste.

About 20,000 farmers hold a series of rallies and demonstrations
across the country along with a 'Harvest Strike’ for the guaranteed
price of rice and the government’s purchase of the whole amount of

rice, and against foreign imports,

The Natioanl Countermeasures Committee Against Nuclear Plants and
Nuclear Waste Sites is established by 23 concerned groups.

Yang Yong-Chan, a member of the Country Loving Youth Group, burns
himself to death demanding abolition of the Special Law on
Development of Cheju Island.

Roh Tae-Woo, the President of South Korea, announces the
Declaration of Denuclearization, in which he says, "South Korea
will not produce, store, maintain, or use any nuclear weapon”,

The National Labor Special Committee holds a national labor rally
on the embankment of the Han River in Seoul to protest the
ratification of the ILO Basic Agreements and to demand the revision
of labor-related laws.

South Korea and the U.S., at the 23rd South Korea-U.S. Annual
Security Conference, announce that 'South Korea and U.S. agree that
the planned second-step withdrawal of U.S. troops from Korea should
be postponed until North Korea's plan to develop nuclear weapons is
checked’ .

The South-North Women's Conference is held in Seoul with the theme
"Peace in Asia and the Role of Women”, 15 North Korean women,
including Ms. Ryo Yon-Ku, the Deputy Chairperson of the Supreme
People's Assembly, attend the conference.

The National Alliance for Democracy and National Reunification is
launched with the participation of almost all nationwide mass

organizations,

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

12

18

21

26

Rev. Moon Sun-Myong of the "Unification Church” visits North Korea
and meets Kim I11-Sung, after which they issue a joint communigque,

The South Korea Government joins the International Labor
Organization,
The 5th South-North High Level Conference adopts the "South-North
Agreement of Reconciliation, Non-aggression, Exchanges, and
Cooperation”,
Roh Tae-Woo, the President of South Korea, declares the absence of

nuclear weapons in Korea and demands that the North
unconditionally allow inspection by the IAEA.

Kim Sung-Ik,
contribution to <Monthly Chosun)> that the June 29 Declaration in
1987 was composed by former President Chon Doo-Hwan, not by Roh

a former Presidential Secretary, reveals in his

Tae-Woo.
The Agricultural Cooperative Federation says that over 10 million

people have participated in the signature-collecting campaign
against rice imports.
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Jan. 3
Jan. 8
Jan. 14
Jan, 19
Jan, 28
Feb, 3
Feb., 7
- 21
Feb. 9
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CHRONOLOGY OF KOREAN CHURCH NOVENENT IN 1991

The NCCK announces its basic direction of mission activity as
'deepening the roots of the ecumenical movement'.

The NCCK issues a statement calling for an official apology and
reparations by the Japanese Government for its colonial
wrongdoing, and for protection of the human rights of Korean

resident in Japan,

The Korean Association of Christian Social Movements draws up a
plan for the local council election.

The NCCK issues a statement 'for a ceasefire and peaceful
resolution of the Gulf War, and against the dispatch of Korean
troops’'. The PROK issues a statement on the same theme,

The National Protestant Countermeasures Committee on the Uruguay
Round Negotiations holds a special prayer meeting,

The Forum of Christians and Specialists on Reunification adopts
the Frankfurt Joint Declaration, which demands the federal
Reunification, the adoption of a declaration of mutual
nonaggression, phased arms reduction, the conclusion of a peace
treaty, the realization of Korea as a Nuclear-Free Zone, and the
suspension of the Team Spirit Military Exercise,

The 7th Assembly of the WCC in Canberra, Australia, is held with
representatives from the North Korean church attending for the
first time,

Several Christian women's organizations, including the Women's
Committee of NCCK hold a prayer meeting at Pagoda Park for a

-~

Feb,

Mar,

Mar.

Apr.

Apr,
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May
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Jun,
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26

29
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Ceasefire in the Gulf War and Peace,

Rev. Hong Keun-Soo, the pastor of Hyangrin Church, is arrested in
connection with the organization of the Pan-National Alliance for
Reunification,

"Korean Symposium Week” is held by the Religious Committee of
Berkley University in the U, S., with the theme 'The Prospects for
Peaceful Reunification of Korea', with South and North Korean

religious leaders and professors attending,

The NCCK holds a special prayer meeting for the release of

prisoners of conscience, at Hyangrin Church with 600

participants,

The Human Rights Committee of NCCK issues a statement censuring
the surveillance of citizens by the Military Affairs Command
(Kimusa),

The Theology Committee of NCCK holds a forum with the theme
"Korean Church Ecumenical Movement and Theology in the 1990s”,

Four Christian organizations including NCCK hold a prayer meeting
against the violent murder of Kang Kyong-Dae.

2,068 pastors from across the country issue a Statement on the
Emergency Situation, in which they demand the resignation of the
oppressive ruling Cabinet,

1,000 democratic personages including Christian leaders issue the
"Declaration of the Korean Peninsular as a Nuclear Free Zone".

Kwon Ho-Kyung, the General Secretary of NCCK, and 7 Protestant
leaders pay the first official visit to China by South Korean
Church delegates since 1945,

3-5 The Human Rights Committee of NCCK holds a National Mission

Conference with the theme "The Oppressive Rule and Human Rights”,

= J 03 =



Jun, 10

Jun, 15

Jul. 9
Jul. 15
Aug, 12
- 14
Aug. 13
Aug, 23
- 31
Sep. 20
Sep. 25
Sep. 30
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The National Pastors Council for Justice and Peace issues a
statement demanding the release of Rev. Moon Ik-Hwan and all
other prisoners of conscience, the step-down of the Roh regime,
and the abolishment of the National Security Law,

The Commission to Investigate the Suicide of Kim Ki-Sol, an ad
hoc commission of the Human Rights Committee of NCCK, presents a
report saying, 'Kang Ki-Hun did not write Kim's suicide note’.

The Special Committee on Mass Media Problems is established for

victims of mass media distortions.

The Human Rights Committee presents a report saying, 'There are
currently 1,630 prisoners of conscience, 35,5% of whom were
arrested under the National Security Law,

The Christian Conference for Peace and Reunification Toward the
Jubilee Year of 1995 is held in Seoul with 350 Korean and foreign
Christian attendants, to discuss concrete plans for Korean
reunification from the Christian perspective,

Prof. Park Soon-Kyung, a 68-year-old theologian, is arrested for
her presentation on the positive aspects of the Juche thought of
North Korea at the Tokyo Conference on Korean Reunification and

Mission,
The 1st YMCA World Rally and the 12th YMCA World Convention are

held in Seoul under the theme 'Our Responsibility of Nurturing
the Created World'.

The Central Committee of WCC issues a draft of its "Ecumenical

Declaration on Economic Problems”,

Rev. Cho Yong-Sul and Rev. Lee Hae-Hak are sentenced to one and a
half years' imprisonment each.

The NCCK issues its "Position of the Korean Church on Nuclear

Oct. 11
= 12

Oct. 30

Nov. 12

Nov., 21

Nov. 25

Dec. 18

Weapons in Korea and the World”, in which it proposes
simul taneous inspection of the nuclear weapons situation in South
and North Korea,

The Working-Level Meeting for the 5-Year Joint Program toward the
Jubilee in 1995 is held in Toronto, Canada.

The Korean Methodist Church decides to punish Prof. Byun Sun-Hwan
for his "religious pluralism” and Prof, Hong Jung-Soo for his
"postmodern theology” at the 19th Legislative Assembly.

The Rural Pastors Associations of the Methodist, PCK and PROK
churches hold a rally against rice imports and for the
government's guarantee of fair prices and purchase of the whole
quantity of the crop,

41 theologians including Prof. Ahn Byung-Mu, Prof. Moon
Dong-Hwan, and Prof. Suh Kwang-Sun issue a statement calling for
the safeguarding of religious freedom, to protest the decision to
punish on Prof. Byun and Prof. Hong,

The Seoul Forum on Asian Peace and Woman's Role is held with the
participation of North and South Korean women and other Asian
women, in the first approved meeting between South and North
Korean women inside the Korean peninsula in 40-some years.

Rev. Hong Keun-Soo is sentenced to one and a half years'
imprisonment.
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