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Civic groups push for government action on U.N.recommendations

by kang seok-jae staff reporter

A coalition of social and civic groups called on the government yesterday to immediately carry
out various recommendations on economic, social and cultual issues made by a U.N.panel.

In a press conference, the Korea Network for Second Submission of the Counter Report under
ICESCR, called for a prompt change in government policy to fulfill the recommendations made
by the U.N. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

"The Seoul government should pay special heed to such recommendations by the U.N. panel as
the need for strengthening for pubic education system and exercising restraint in the use of force
by police in labor demonstrations,"said Lee Joo-young, coordinator of the Sarangbang Group of
Human Rights.

Sarangbang is one of the 17member groups constituting the Korea Network. The network was
set up in June 2000 to monitor for government's implementation progress of the recommendations
by the U.N. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Signatories to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which took
effect in 1966, are obliged to submit to their respective country reports every five years, which
the UN. committee reviews and make suggestions and recommendations. Korea joined the
international covenant in 1990.

Wrapping up its review of five of its member countries, including Korea, the U.N. committee

made numerous suggestions and recommendations last Friday. The recommendations were the

second of its kind by the U.N. committee following its first recommrndations in 1995
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"As the committee regretted that most of its suggestions and recommendations contained in its
previous concluding observations, adopted upon examination of the initial report, have not been
implementer, the Seoul government should do its best to abide by the recommendations,” Lee
said. Lee want ti Geneva late month to attend the U.N. committee meeting along with three
other Korea Network members.

the committee recommended that the right of teachers and other civil servants to form and join
trade unions, to engage in collective bargainin;; and to strike should be guaranteed in law and in
practice, she said. '

"it also recommended that detailed information on the situation of irregular workers be included
in the third periodic report due out in 2006,"Lee said.

(sjkang@koreaherald.co.kr)
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