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Moscow officials also cited concerns about violence when prohibiting the Pride parade in 2006
(claiming that they would be unable to provide security for the parade-goers). In addition, they argued
that the parade would block traffic. Significant international pressure was brought to bear on the
Moscow authorities to reverse the decision, but the ban was maintained (and upheld by a decision of
Tverskoi district court on 26 May, see further below). The Pride organisers proposed an alternative — a
picket on Lubyanka Square — but this too was prohibited (on the basis that ‘the picket could spark
public resentment, given the requests to ban this public event laid down in numerous letters from

government and parliamentary officials, religious confessions and individual citizens.")

It is worth noting that if the declared aim of counter-demonstrators is to prevent the original

demonstration from taking place, then the destruction of rights provisions (Article 17 ECHR and Article
5 ICCPR) will be engaged. ZICHE=|C] SHE =XHO| fEE 97| I AOIUCHH, AFATF A5
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While some jurisdictions might legitimately follow a ‘first-come, first-served’ approach to the issue of
events notified to take place at the same time and in the same location groups opposed to Pride

events should not be permitted to exploit this procedure if their objective is solely to prevent the

enjoyment of the same rights by others. (Of
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" OSCE/ODIHR - Venice Commission Guidelines on Freedom of Peaceful Assembly para.5.3 &ZX.

http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2010)020-¢

12 "Where there is a known history of public hostility towards a minority group that has announced

an intention to stage an assembly, the duty of the authorities goes beyond deploying sufficient
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police resources; they should use all available means to advocate tolerance, such as through public
statements and warnings to potential law-breakers. In Identoba and Others v. Georgia, for example,
the applicants, members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) community in Georgia,
had been insulted, threatened and assaulted by a larger group of counter-demonstrators during a
peaceful demonstration to mark the International Day against Homophobia. Rather than restraining
the most aggressive counter-demonstrators, the police had briefly detained some of the applicants,
allegedly for their own protection. The ECtHR found a violation of the rights to freedom of assembly

and to freedom from discrimination. It stated:

[Gliven the attitudes in parts of Georgian society towards the sexual minorities, the authorities knew
or should have known of the risk of tensions associated with the applicant organisation’s street
march ... They were thus under an obligation to use any means possible, for instance by making
public statements in advance of the demonstration to advocate, without any ambiguity, a tolerant,
conciliatory stance as well as to warn potential law-breakers of the nature of possible sanctions.
Furthermore, it was apparent from the outcome of the LGBT procession, that the number of police
patrol officers dispatched to the scene of the demonstration was not sufficient, and it would have
been only prudent if the domestic authorities, given the likelihood of street clashes, had ensured

more police manpower by mobilising, for instance, a squad of anti-riot police.”
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