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LET US GO THIS WAY TOGETHER
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Our Resolution during the Signature-Collecting Campaign Period

1. Let's actively participate in a variety of events on the behalf of the campaign.
May Day is no other than the very declaration of workers' rights. Thinking deeply about the meaning of
the day, never miss the event and unite our minds for winning foreign workers' rights. !
2. Let's collect 30 persons' signatures per one ! :‘
3. Collecting our will together with the collected list of signatures, let's hand in a suggestion for [|
legalization to the National Assembly in early June. !
4. The campaign will be a very important chance to extend both the status and rights of foreign ) L T
workers in Korea, from now on. Let's participate in the campaign independently.
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The news of Bucheon Foreign Workers’ House
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' ; s ﬁiﬁéﬂxﬂ%ymwm” On the last 25th of March, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri lanka foreign worker's
~ ON the 31st of March, Bucheon Foreign Workers * House had the first year anniversary. About 250 Koreans and Iﬁ.’_m Hep) e 4B 920 LENS2 assoications has attended the Unite Race of Union of Korea Foundation. Even
Foreigners had good time. During the first section of the celebration, to Yang-Yohan doctor, the head of Chin-Chon- THE 2YoR Jdob UHHOE 4 4 e D _ o
AP UIHEAF RO Y3 90 though we, foreign workers are treated as strangers and easily ignored by

Yeonhap hospital, who has helped with the health of the foreign worker, to doctor Ham Enjae, the head of Aseaa
hospital and to Noh-Shinyoung directer of Lotte Foundation, the tablet of thanks was given. Also to Mr. Bhim Kumar,

Korean, it is our hope to attend the activity to unite ihe nation.

who kindly nursed his friends illness for the last four monthes, the tablet of thanks was given. The associations of

Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka has given the tablet of thanks to Bucheon Foreign Workers' House. During the 242 0j0B| 3L} (A funny story)

second section Mr. Shakil has song 'Eat the delicious Kimchi' which written and composed by himself and there was
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traditional dance of Sri Lanka beauties. Once again thanks to all of those who have celebrated the first year

A officer of Incheon immigration office gave a sudden visit on 27th of March, after Hangere-News paper reported about the
activity that foreign workers attended the Unite Race of Union of Korea Foundation, He asked for the identifications and the
registrances of Mr. Hassan, Niraj Thapa, Kirthi Kumara. He said "If they show up themselves like this, it is hard for us to ignore
their illegal migrant, so please tell them to hide their selves. Since Koreans small-medium size companies are lack tof labor, |
cannot arrest all, so if them keep themselves they will be not be arrested” He added "Know yourselves! Politic is not something
that illegal foreign workers to attend" However why does illegal foreign workers cannot attend the activity to unite Korea.
Howcome they don't understand the true mind of us.

let us go this wav together can be attended b\;r anyo- Any klnds of stones ’iha’t you have ]
you want fo share wr(_ us, would be flne 50 wme o us. rf S .poss1ble p!ease Wi '

@ 2ue=0-sxe
sHoZoI-Sxel & @



LR TEL

Z 7 B3 o|HARE 25 el ma A4S FHsRe A2 35 iy Az} YA TR AYeE F

—55’:- 71l A gelulel= L 3] ofiE Uizitt 2ol ggle] BoldE she Aeo] A= A7 vjRelet. 959 3
4 9913t o 495 935404, sPldrde] AlFEke NS ofE FAROIY 4 AR, FE Z A
6% £ YA Alar} dolyel. el vkl B Bl F& SAjoll 7o daicly} B2l He] Ao 2 Ho] ol Ao
ok VF F2 Bojgoli A& % gl 2% 2 olEh) Mg Y HYE £85It 129 SRl dure s
vhol AU AR £ 4 e AER $olath Ak AR S AFRIME AR RE o 2 XllA] g A
cjuiglo] Y= HevlE A By, 49klold 992 SEAZ B2) € TORtY o2 A2t o] gAls=lR] gke A
of]A] A mae A7 B UelA] A7k 25 2g]o]| £ len 93 107 24 AR o] of gtk o] 2 WX B3},
AN 49 195 2700] $A] 2 eiod AdS o3 Il ofF-2 Amghl Soih A2 iplsd £5 334
2] Holx] giel 21 A o] Hol g2l = AZ5-S wfl Hojr}. o] Al ojlES hn B3 Zdo] BjA thiE 4]
F2 H2E 40 At 2= 2871 A1 ¥l &9 o] Hol Eolrh 7152 o3 A rjF2 A o] Z3tsia 3
ok FAlA AR o 2 Heishirkn x| ol 7] ¥ Adlo] gla WYY F oM 2] 862 e dEslen 22 A
= ] (Y

Mr . Lee Wonjae, Korean-Chinese, thinks the deth is the only way of his hopless life. Imaging jumping out of the
7th floor of Chungang hospital is his new habbit. in year 95, March, since he migrated to Korea, he started working
on Boogae-dong apartment construction. After two monthes, last June, an accident happened. While he was
trying to remove the nail on the wall, the nail springed into his left eye. The space was to harrow to react against
the accident. After the accident he has been going hospital for eye surgery and he has almost recovered his eye.
The company, which he works for, didn't treat his accident as a industrial disaster. The company had to pay for his
hospital payment and said they can not pay for his full salary because he has missed so much time during his eye
recovering. Unfortunately, another accident happened on the first of April 1996. While he was working on a dark
warehouse iron board jumped up and hit his left eye again. Since the accident his left eye can not be recovered.
He has no money left, there is hospital payment to be payed and he has lost his left eye.
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Mr. So Dongwon, a president of a small business, has employed Mr. Bon-Chai, Tailandan. Between June and
August, through two accident Mr. Bon-Chai has lost his left thumb. Since the size of the company was so small
they could not insured against industrial disaster. So the president had to pay for his hospital payment, and he
promised Mr. Bon-Chai to allow him to keep working and pay him some compensate-payment through some
monthes which has not all payed yet. On the 13th of April 1996 immigration office has found out the illegal migrant

" of Mr. Bon-Chai and asked the president to pay the fine Smillion won, even they know the company has no ability to

pay such amount. This only can be seen to eamn some meney useing illegal foreign workers, not to remit the
immigrant of illegal foreign workers.
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Mr . Rai, a industrial technical trainee, is not satisfied with manager Mr. Kim, who always abuses him. One day
Mr. kim said "Ssibal" repeatly he asked what was the meaning of "Ssibal”, even if he knew the meaning of the word
so that Mr. Kim would not say such thing again. However he was beaten by Mr. Kim. Mr. Rai was so angry about
this. He visited laborbroker office Rumbini to talk about the fact. However Rumbini said all the mistake is caused
by Mr. Rai. They asked him to write a document which says that he would not do such thing again but obey the
manager all the time and he will be payed only 200thousand won and least of salary will be payed on the day he
leave Korea. Like this 1aborbroker’ does not protect the trainees but help the company to use the trainees as
slavery labor.
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A Nationwide Signature-Collecting Campaign for the Remission of
Negally Staying Foreign Workers
and for the Establishment of the Protection Law
for Foreign Workers - A Prospectus

Although we labor in Korea as illeaglly staying foreign workers, we don't think there is any real difference in the intensity
and the quality in labor compared to that of Korean wor2kers. We play the role of the main pillar of small and medium
enterprises which are going to decline for whatever reason, as well as we work, for the most part, for the types of
industry Koreans do not want to work for because the types are laborious, or even mean. Korean govemment is well
aware that most small and medium enterprises will go bancrupt due to manpower problems without illegally staying
foreign workers. And that is why Korean government cannot control illegally staying foreign workers in fact, even though it
raises a cry of strict control over them.

Like this, it is true that the real situation about manpower in Korea needs us, foreign workers. We, nonetheless, are siill
treated as illegally staying workers who are to be obliged to get driven out some day. So, we work every moment in the
threats of accidents which can happen any time and anywhere, and we aiso labor in the fear that we may be forced fo
depart from Korea by Korean govemment any moment. Likewise, even when we make a voluntary depart from Korea,
we will be fined by quite a big money.

Korean government needs o be more frank with us. If it needs our manpower, it must acknowledge us as we are.

Upon this occasion, we conduct a campaign to collect your signature in order to ask Korean government to pardon us so
that we work at ease and legitimately in Korea, and to establish a protection law over the proper stay and labor of foreign
workers.

Who : every foreigner working in Korea
When : April 28 - May 30, 1996
Schedule : 1. The campaign proclamation ceremany
- At noon, April 28 : Hanyang University Gymnasium
2. The 106th Anniversary of May Day - At noon, May 1 : Boramae Park

What to do

1. Let’s collect signatures more than 30 persons per one.

2. Let’s promote actively our campaign to Koreans, too.

3, Let’s get together all the time untill Korean government accept our demand.

4, Let’s stand together with Korean workers through an active participation in the
meeting of May Day Anniversary.

@ Our Demand

- Remit illegally staying foreign workers. ;

- Abolish the system of industrial trainees for foreigners.
- Repeal the fine system.

- Establish the protection law for foreign workers.

April 28, 1996
Joint Committee of Migrant Workers’ Korea
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Message to Korean Government and People

- Every man has the sacred right of labor and the right is equal.

—Just as parents cannot be criminals for they are poor, it is unfair if there canbe a
discrimiantion because our homelands are underdeveloped.

- Segyehwa (globalization) movement is a perfect lie, without the equal guarantee of the
right to labor and human rights,

We, commonly called foreign workets, are 'poor strangers from Southeast Asia’. We had to leave our homelands toward
a better future. But the reality upset us too much. We came to Kerea only with the thought of a better means of living
than that of home country. We didn't think about anything else, for example, the labor environment, human relationship,
cultural difference, human contempt, and the like, at first. Of course, we know well everything cannot be easy in an
unfamiliar country. Yet, we really feel sad when we are treated just as slaves, when we do too a hard work for many
hours, and when we face the reality in which we cannot be under medical treatment at ease though we are so sick.

First of all, we become frustrated at the fact that we have the social standing of ‘ilegally staying' foreigners, whao are to
work in hiding just as criminals. Even when co-workers and home acquaintances working are arrested in the same
factory, we cannot help running away to survive, without saying good-bye to them. This kind of situation never stops. For
fear that the heads report us to the authorities, we cannot say a word even when our salary are not paid for several
menths. Taking advantage of our week points in social standing, the heads do not apply industrial disaster when we are
in an accident during the work. Lawful guarantee with no actual exercise is no more than formal showing-off.

What standards can discriminate legal and illegal? We heard that Korean labor law contains the clause stating 'the right
to labor is equal beyond the race, religion, and the border'. Korea needs us, and we came here looking for a chance to
work. We just want to be given a proper pay for what we do, no less or no more than what we do. And we also expect a
friendship rather than chrity from Koreans. The fact is that we did not yet overcome the hunger, which Korea had already
conquered. That's all. It is unfair and vulgar that one judges other person's personality according to how much he has.

In addition, ancther thing is the fine that illegally staying workers should pay when they depart from Korea. it makes us
frustrating all the more. On occasions of parents' deathbed, long-term treatment, and a variety of congratulations and
condolences, we just find ourselves in a dilemma due to the fine. We are willing to pay tax and expenses for social
security, it wanted, just iike Koreans. This is not just for us. Please establish a protection law for both Korean people and
foreign workers. A fair way to labor and legal social status are our long-wanted desire as well as Korean govemment's.
We think Korea as our second homeland. Help us love the country. We are waiting for a time of peace and an equal
chance of labor. We have did our best to make a sacrifice of ourselves for our poor fatherlands and also to do a certain
role for the development of Korean economy. And we will continue to do this. A world in which everyone can be happy,
isn't it the purpose of a true democracy?

April 28, 1996
Migrant Workers Working in Korea
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