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Message to Korean Government and People

** Every man has the sacred right of labor and the right is equal. **

** Just as parents cannot be criminals for they are poor, it is unfair if there can be a
discrimiantion because our homelands are underdeveloped. **

** Segyehwa (globalization) movement is a perfect lie, without the equal guarantee of the
right to labor and human rights.

We, commonly called foreign workers, are 'poor strangers from Southeast Asia’. We had to leave
our homelands toward a better future. But the reality upset us too much. We came to Korea only with
the thought of a better means of living than that of home country. We didn’t think about anything else,
for example, the labor environment, human relationship, cultural difference, human contempt, and the like,
at first. Of course, we know well everything cannot be easy in an unfamiliar country. Yet, we really
feel sad when we are treated just as slaves, when we do too a hard work for many hours, and when
we face the reality in which we cannot be under medical treatment at ease though we are so sick.

First of all, we become frustrated at the fact that we have the social standing of ‘illegally staying’
foreigners, who are to work in hiding just as criminals. Even when co-workers and home acquaintances
working are arrested in the same factory, we cannot help running away to survive, without saying
good-bye to them. This kind of situation never stops. For fear that the heads report us to the
authorities, we cannot say a word even when our salary are not paid for several months. Taking
advantage of our week points in social standing, the heads do not apply industrial disaster when we are
in an accident during the work. Lawful guarantee with no actual exercise is no more than formal

showing-off.

What standards can discriminate legal and illegal? We heard that Korean labor law contains the
clause stating ‘the right to labor is equal beyond the race, religion, and the border’. Korea needs us, and
we came here looking for a chance to work. We just want to be given a proper pay for what we do,
no less or no more than what we do. And we also expect a friendship rather than chrity from Koreans.
The fact is that we did not yet overcome the hunger, which Korea had already conquered. That's all. It
is unfair and vulgar that one judges other person’s personality according to how much he has.

In addition, another thing is the fine that illegally staying workers should pay when they depart from
Korea. It makes us frustrating all the more. On occasions of parents’ deathbed, long-term treatment, and
a variety of congratulations and condolences, we just find ourselves in a dilemma due to the fine. We
are willing to pay tax and expenses for social security, if wanted, just like Koreans. This is not just for
us. Please establish a protection law for both Korean people and foreign workers. A fair way to labor
and legal social status are our long-wanted desire as well as Korean government's. We think Korea as
our second homeland. Help us love the country. We are waiting for a time of peace and an equal
chance of labor. We have did our best to make a sacrifice of ourselves for our poor fatherlands and also
to do a certain role for the development of Korean economy. And we will continue to do this. A world
in which everyone can be happy, isn’t it the purpose of a true democracy?

April 26, 1996

Migrant Workers Working in Korea
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