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First, gratitude for your patience, we are overwhelmed by the number of applications that continue to
come in for Iraq Peace Team (IPT). In fact, we have only 2 people working on more than 100
applications. We are sorry that there is a wait, but this wait is essential. And as the crisis of pending
war looms larger, we have become far more stringent in our application process.

Last week we had a meeting in which we decided that we no longer wish to send anyone to join IPT
who is not fully committed to staying on through an invasion. We are asking people to consider how
they think they might hold up as missiles are dropping as close together as every 30 seconds, without
electricity, clean water, or heat, as well as the countless other uncertainties, inclusive of death.

We have no exit strategy and have no plan to leave. Please consult your support team and discuss this

scenario with your relatives if you are considering still going,

Please visit the "Plan," Join" and Essential Info" sections of www.iraqpeaceteam.org where you can read
our updated criteria for accepting new IPT applicants. This is required reading for all IPT applicants.
Essential Info: http://www.iraqpeaceteam.org/ pages/essential_info.html

Join: hitp:/ /www.iraqpeaceteam.org/pages/join.html !

Plar: hitp:/ /www.iraqpeaceteam.org/ pages/ announcement html

Below is a letter that our friend and IPT member Neville Watson, from Australia, sent to a fellow
Australian applicant for IPT. Although it is incredibly somber, we feel it is useful in communicating the
seriousness of participation as an [PT member. We ask you that you read it carefully and consider any
hesitation a possible withdrawal from the application process. Please respond directly to this email to let
us know whether or not we should be considering your application at this time.

"I am expecting hostilities to commence sometime in the first and second week of February so the first
factor to be considered is whether you want to be there during the war. Once hostilities have started
the chance of getting out are virtually nil. In the lead up to the Gulf War, the organisers asked me to
stay behind for a week in Amman and speak to people coming through about the seriousness of the
situation. I used to start the conversation by asking them whether they had said their goodbyes.

I would see the present situation as being much more dangerous than our time during the Gulf War.
This time it is not just the possibility of being bombed or shot at by the allies. There is the added
factor that almost all the Iraqi families have guns and fondly think that this will in some way protect
them. They have no concept of night vision technology and highly trained SAS troops. I mentioned to
Kathy just a few days ago that [ saw the arming of the Iragi families as greatly increasing the risk
factor for the Iraq Peace Team. We are far more likely to be taken out by trigger happy Iragis than by
American bombing and weapons. And 1 for one couldn't blame them. Terrified people can act in
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strange and unpredictable ways.

I suppose what I am trying to say in a very convoluted way that I do not rate our chance of survival
very high. Anyone coming should seriously consider the likely possibility that they will not return. An
Australian friend of mine who was in Irag with me in December has considered this question and
decided that at this point of time he has too many responsibilities to risk it.

But for me there is an equally important question, and it is "How will I react in a Bali like situation?"
During the Gulf War we had quite a few people who cracked up under pressure and put the rest of
us under threat. One has to be fairly confident of being able to handle the pressure because it isn't just
a matter of ones own vulnerability. It is rather a case of putting other people at risk.

The Gulf Peace camp was one of the most dysfunctional gatherings 1 have ever been to. In contrast to
this, I have been greatly impressed by the dozen or so of the Peace Team who have decided to be
with the Iraqis during the war. They are very experienced people and are approaching the situation in
a very realistic manner. For example, it has been agreed that in the event of death there will be no,
question of "bringing the body home". Burial will take place at the scene of the death.

All of this must sound very macabre and grim. I suppose all I am really saying is that from hereon in
one of the real questions is whether we are prepared and able to handle what I see as a high risk
situation. I have spent a couple of months on the west Bank and was in Bosnia during the Bihac siege.
I see the forthcoming war as infinitely more dangerous and we will be very fortunate to come out of it
alive,

Your concern for peace and anger about the present blindness is clear from your CV and we
desperately need people like you. Whether this translates into being in Iraq during the war is another
question.

One other thing before closing. Most of us who will be staying have a very strong support group
behind us. I, for example gain a tremendous amount of support and love and strength from the
congregation | have been with for 40 years. In a funny kind of way I almost feel that they are there
with me and I act in a kind of representative way."

- Neville Watson January 2003, returmed to Iraq ‘on January 29, 2003

Voices in the Wilderness
1-773-784-8065

http:/ /www.nonviolence.org/ vitw . ‘

1460 West Carmen Ave
Chicago IL 60640
**Please visit http:/ /www.iraqpeaceteam.org
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