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Amnesty International A AE B3R R

Korean Section Tel. 063) 426-2533 Fax. 053) 422-1956
Yaegu Susong P.O Box 36, Taegu, 706-600, Rep. of Korea 706-600 CHT $APAI AAME 6%

AMNESTY: INTERNATIONAL
PRESS RELEASE

FAGALE : BF QA2AHE oHA

Overcrowded Korean prisons and detention facilities suffer from lack of adequate
access to independent human rights monitors and weak petition process;
Improvements in prison conditions in Koran prisons are welcome and timely.

While prison conditions have generally improved under the administration of Pregident Kim
Dae-jung, areas of concern still remain, Amnesty International said. The organization takes
note of the Govemment's plan to modemise prison facilitics by 2003. Amnesty International
calls on the K:)man‘govmment to expedite the modemization of Korcan prisons, some
prisons date back to. the Japanesc colonial period. The organization continues 10 ©Xpross
serious concermn at the' lack of heating in the old prison facilities which exposes prisoners to
severe cold during the winter. Lack of adequate ventilation in prison cclls also mean that
prisoners experience uncomfortable sweltering conditions in summer. A rtequest to visit the
Anyang prison. o meet prisoners was denicd on 24 October. The denial of this visit
highlights concern of the denial of adequate access to Koran prisons and detention facilities of
independent human rights monitors, the organization said. There are concems on reporis that
some prisoners are punished for making appeals and petitions against their scntence or on
ill-treatment charges, Prisoners not showing the right attitude allegedly face solitary
confinement, somntimns while being handcuffed, for up to 60 days or denial of access to
mail, or communication, Amnesty Intemational said

An Amnesty Intermational delegation is visiting the Republic of Korea from 14 fo 28
October 2001 to_imvestigate prison conditions and reports of prison ill-treatment in Korean
prisons and detention facilities. The delegation met reproscntatives of several NGOs including
Sarangbang angd . Minbyun, representatives of the Human Rights Division and the Corrcetion
Bureau of the Ministry of Justice. Amncsty International takes note of the positive steps taken
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so far on improvements of prisons by the government authorities and calls on continuing its
proposed plans ‘fo modernize Korean prisons.
o A

However, | Amnesty International expresscs concern at the problem of serious
overcrowding in ‘Korcan pﬁsons The organization has received reports from official sources
that while Kom&ﬁ‘”ﬂﬂsﬂns. land detention facilities have a maximum capacity of ‘58,000
ptisoners, there are presently somc 64,000 prisoners. The overcrowding of prisoners has
resulted in a lack of ‘access to adequate medical facilitics to prisoners, and more prisoners in
already crmpedprlson cells.

The mnggmqss accessible to prisoners is an arca of serious concern, Amnesty
International smd, im§pnem are often unaware of the petition process. Those prisoners who
appeal against their semtences or on ill-treatment allegations face greater risk of facing
punishment: fmm prisan. authorities, punishment could range from a maximum of 60 days in
solitary eonﬂnt;mqm,utg deminl or reduction of access to communication or access to visits by
relatives. | otBR AT i
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Thu omimtkm is concemad at reports that some prisoners who are sent to solitary
confinement hqyei,m ‘handcuffed for weeks even during meal-times. Amnesty International
also expresses concern on reports that prisoners who face the death penalty are often
handeuffed | : ﬁ'.m_ug gyear or more, even during meal-times. Such handcuffing of prisoners
constitutes JII-W anmuntmg to torture and inhuman and degrading treatment and is a
violation of the Cr‘gnvnm:lon against Torture and Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment, to
which Korea i !_s;;«#_ state, party.,

TP

Amnesty . International calls on the Korean Government to abolish or amend the
vagucly worded clauses of the National Security Law and the Security Surveillance Law.
Amncsty Inﬁmgﬁpnql'ma long. expressed concern on the widespread use of vaguely worded
clanses, cx,pccia]b' under Articles 3 and 7, which continue to suppress Korean citizens in fully
exercising - ﬂ:eir right-to freedom of expression, as enshrined under the International Covenant
of Civil and Ppl}ﬂ:sl ﬁ.lghtn
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The mm m of at loast 600 trade union activists under the Kim Dac-jung
administration ,qn ng of vaguely worded clauses of the National Security Law, the
Assembly and. nmmlsmtbn Law, the Obstruction of Official Duty Law is a matter of
serions concern; Amnesty International said. The arrests of trade union activists constitutcs a
denial of their right to. freedom of cxprossion and assembly.
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The mlnmutmnal delegation also met NGOs, victims to learn about the
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