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HERSTORY

WMW started in 1995 as informal talks on possible international actions after a highly
successful 10 day march of 850 women from Quebec on economic justice issues. | They
called it the Bread & Roses March which covered 20km/day and ended in front of three
different buildings of pariiament where the marchers were met by 15,000 women . Five
out of their eight demands were achieved.) If 10 different countries in three regions of
the world would agree, then they would hold international actions. But as it happened,
not only ten but 163 countries joined coming from five, and not just three regions of the
world. This is because there are two universal realities : feminization of poverty & VAW,

The first international meeting held in Montreal in 1988 was attended by 140 delegates
from 65 countries . This was when the 17 world demands were adopted and an
international licison committee was organized.  In 2000, grassroots based national
coordinating bodies were formed and various activities happened: on March 8, an
international signature campaign garnered over 5M signatures in a variety of forms; on
Oct 15 a rally in the US was attended by women from 100 different countries : on Oct 16
delegates met with the president of the WB & the director of the IMF with the WMW
setting the date, time & agenda of these meetings. The following day, 100 women
where inside the UN while 10,000 more were outside the building. It was then when an
Afghanistan woman removed her “burka” and said that for speaking in public without
her husband, she could be lashed, and for removing her “burka” she could be killed.

By Oct. 18 during the 2 international meeting, 100 countries were represented and it
was clear that the WMW had become a movement. The 34 international meeting in
October 2001 officially reaffiimed the March as an on —going movement ; goals were
adopted and peace was included in the issues to work on. Up to this time, the structure
of the Quebec Feminist Movement which stated all this was being used. But by the 4th
international meeting which was held in New, Delhi, a separate structure was already
adopted. An internatfional committee with two representatives from each of the five
regions ( Americas, Europe, Middle East, Asia-Oceania and the Great Lakes) ; an
international secretariat composed of five women : working groups to take care of
education within the WMW: one on VAW, another for lesbian rights and a third on
economic alternatives; and collectives to take care of political representation: one on
peace & demilitarization, another on global actions & dlliances and a third on
communication.

During the 2003 meeting in New Delhi, India held on March 18-22, the strategic plan for
2005 was firmed up composed of three maijor outputs: the Global Charter for Humanity,
organization of international relay march, and the creation of an immense quilt. Thirty
five (35) countries were present coming from the five regions. There were 118 countries
participating in 2003, 78 wanted to come and out of this, 35 were able to send delegates.
Other countries had no contact with the WMW since 2001. One insight shared by the
Philippine delegate was that the Movement can be an effective mechanism for
achieving gains in the fight against poverty and VAW, IF CAMPAIGN ARE WELL-
ORGANIZED. Af the very least, the Movement can serve as a good venue for circulating



each organization's/ country's advocacy, expanding one's Movement, learning from
each other's experiences, and fostering sisterhood.

With the aim of having the relay in 2005, the Global Charter for Humanity was adopted
on December 10, 2004, the International Human Rights Day. Twenty nine (29) countries
with 3 countries abstained considering that they have actually dealt with abortion in their
respective countries. This Charter has become another major document of the
Movement in addition to the 17 world demands.

VISION
The vision therefore of the Movement is fo build another world that is ecologically,
economically, socially, politically, and culturally support humanity.

The value added in the WMW is if's clear objective of being a movement for women's
liberation by way of questioning the roots of exploitation and oppression. It denounces
capitalism and patriarchy. Through the years, there has been increasing common
comprehension of the world we are building. We have allies in the anti-globalization
movements and other social movements. We are action-oriented with mass/ collective
action perspectives. We continue to organize and build movements among grassroots
women.

In terms of mechanisms, the Movement has an international committee, a secretariat,
working groups, collectives, and national coordinating bodies.

CHALLENGES

These herstorical and relational aspects of the Movement have brought a continuing
motivation among participafing groups to contfinue and make changes in the lives of
women. Along with these, the Movement has reflected on some challenges.

Operations
® In terms of operations, the Movement need to work further towards sustained

funding. It has been too pdlitical, too lobby oriented.

® Decentralizing work of the interational committee: making the collectives & working
groups functional & having different NCB responsible for different actions in 2005.

® Working groups and collectives need to be more coordinated and function more at
similar levels

® National & international linking

Language barriers

® |ack of media exposure

Discourse

® Need to continue education and sharing of comprehension and action points on
lesbian rights, abortion, contraception, prostitution and frafficking of women

® Sustain and continue to develop questions to sharpen further understanding of
women's issues at changing contexts

References:
Jing Geaga, SARILAYA/Kilos Kabaro2
World March of Women documents
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