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Press Conference On “Joint-Statement on Korean Academic
Freedom®

243Royce Hall, UCLA 1:00 PM. October 30,1998.

Read by Professor John Duncan(EALC,UCLA)
Professor Gi-Wook Shin(Sociology,UCLA)
Signed by 20 Other Scholars.

Joint-Statement on Korean Academic Freedom

We, scholars of Korean studies outside Korea, are deeply concemed with the
current accusations against Professor CHOI Jang Jip, professor of political science at
Korea University and chair of the Presidential Commission on State Policy Planning in
Korea. We find the Choson Ilbo's charges, which are based on several guotabions
taken out of context, that Prefessor Choi's works are “left-leaning” to be absurd. We
respect Professor Choi’s scholarship and do not believe it to be "pro-communist” in
any way. The Choson Ilbo is attempting to foster on the public an authoritarian
interpretation -of modern Korean history by labeling scholars who have other views
with politically loaded terms such as "leftist.” This poses a great threat to academic
and intellectual freedom in the Republic of Korea and also endangers the healthy
development of Korean studies throughout the world.

We who are working on Korea in North America, Europe, Japan, and Australia are
proud of what the Republic of Korea has achieved over the last half-century, both
economically and, more recently, politically. We do recognize that Korea is still divided
and that Korea still cannot escape this kind of black-and-white "cold~war” mentality
nearly ten years after the collapse of the Soviet bloc. This outdated ideological view
will not help Korea attain reunification. Most countries in the world are currently
working toward broadening the spectrum of academic and public discourse, and we
sincerely hope Korea will join this international trend rather than digressing to the
cold war logic. It is our belief that the Republic of Korea will be a respectable
member of the intemational community only when this kind of outrageous attack on
decent scholarship is no longer practiced.
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} Name 1 Position 1 University B
[ Director, Center for Korean :
| Studies  professor  and
|

(list of signers appended)
Singed by

University of California.

Robert Buswell :Chairman, Department OfILos Angeles Aol AqHg 2 Jde o3 2o

‘East Asian Languages and ,
| ;Cultures, | |
! : }Professor of East AsianUniversity of California,|
EChungmoo Choi IStudies ._h-vine. - o ZHE HAY(UCLA 838 A743), ARFZUC eI,
iKyeong—Hee Choi 'Professor of Literature ;University of Chicago . H33(N7t= ‘:H‘E}),_ TYe ZHI(EYYHE U,
i | | 14 924D RE BHESSH®), & BAUCLA), FEeltE(Eus),
IiDonalcl N, Clark I %Professor of History Trinity University '! 22 FEAUY BEA Zhv o), 2E AN e xold),
‘r ' =! ; _ = | FF(UCHZY), & F(oluti- A5 dafxold), dolul= A=),
]iAlain Dolissen iIProfessor I!EHESS(Netha‘Iands) dys Ayl (ZA ), WY J(UCHEtate}), MYs S (YA E)
:; . !ii:feizozs ;id gzi;re:s;?d{l}niversiw of California, i tl}"ﬁ.‘"j‘;!(?—loﬁolﬂ.q]), 3 HEES(EIA 949), vlelE =ul&(gdud),
';0_ istory. lLos: Angeles. | A715(UCLA), 232 2A(H€H), B4 F2=U(UCLA),

Professor of Korean History AdL A2(5F FHA)

'|
Carter J, Eckert 1Direct0n Korean Institute.

'|
|Ross King |Professor of Korean

Harvard University.

| University of  British

| ! IColumbia
Lo | . University of Ilinois at
|B.C. Koh |Professor of Political Science| . .
\Chicago.
Professor of Political Science
; {Uni it f iforni
Hong Yung Lee Director, Center for Korean mvaesy ® Cilifrn e,
. Berkeley.
Studies.
John Lie Professor of Sociology Linwersn?y ok ) [Cinss: 21
Urbana-Champaign.
p Prof f K
David R.McCann | .o i . o Harvard University.
; Literature

|
|Dennis McNamara Professor of Sociology \Georgebown University

Professor of Histo
T 12 SRR a“dlumvmity of California.

Hyung Il Pai East Asian Languages and Santa Barb
Cultural Studies. (pesiR. ey
\Palais, James Professor of History \University of Washington.

[

Thus we register our sericus concern with the Choson Ilbo's charges against
Professor Choi and sincerely hope that this kind of politically charged accusation will
not happen again.
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