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¥ PROGRAM ¥

V¥ _17 June, 1997 (Tuesday) : First day (Press Center 19 Floor Cafeteria)

10:00-16:00 Arrival
17:30-18:00 Registration
18:00-19:00 Opening Supper
* Presider (Shin, Hei-Soo, Chair, International Relation Committee, KWAU )
— Opening Remark :
(Lee, Hyo—Chai, Chair of Preparatory Committee of Peace Symposium)
- Introduction of Sponsor & Host
- Introduction of Participants and Program
- Video : 10 Years History of KWAU
19:00-20:00 Dinner

20:00-21:00

¥ 18 June, 1997 (Wednesday) : Second day(Chulwon)

08:30-19:00 Exposure Program : Experience on the Divided Land
19:00-21:00 Dinner

V 19 June, 1997 (Thursday) : Third day
(Ewha Womans University Conference Hall, Centennial Museum )

09:30-10:00 Registration

* Presider (Han, Myong-Sook, Chair, KWAU 10th Anniversary Committee)
10:00-10:30 Opening Remark (Lee, Oo-Chung, President, Women Making Peace)
Congratulatory Speech (Park,Yong-Gil, President, Preparing Toward One Korea)




* Presider (Chung, Hyun—Bagk, Vice—President, Women Making Peace)

10:30-11:00 Keynote Speech : "The Role of Women in Peace Movement”
(Lee, Hyo—Chai, Chair, the Preparatory Committee of the Symposium)

11:00-12:30 Individual Country Reports : "The Suffers Experienced by Women
and the Activities to Overcome them”
- Bosnia & Herzegovina :
Selma Hadzihalilovic (Sarajevo Center for Women Returnees)

~ Fast Timor : Ines Almeida (East Timor Relief Association)
- South Africa : Ellen Mbere(Peace Activist)

12:30-14:00 Lunch
14:00-14:40 Q&A

* Presider : Lee, Hyun-Sook
(Standing-vice representative, Women Making Peace)
14:40-16:00 Individual Country Reports Continues
- South Korea (Chi Eun—Hee, Standing-Representative, KWAU)
- Germany : Tatjana Ansbach (Lawyer)
~ WILPF : Betty Burkes (President of U.S. Section)

16:00-16:20 Tea Break
16:20-17:00 Q&A

18:00-21:00 Reception (Yonsei University Alumni Association Building)
- Presider :
Shin, Hei-Soo (Chair, International Relation Committee, KWAU )
Lee, Sang Duck (Vice-President, Korea Women's Hot Line)
- Peace Performance (Presented by An, Hye-Kyung & Kim, Kyong—Ryan)

¥ 20 June, 1997 (Friday) : Fourth day
(Ewha Womans University Conference Hall, Centennial Museum )

Strategies for building peace & reconciliation and Women's
International Peace Solidarity.
09:00-09:30  Anniversary Photography
* Presider : Sun, Soon-Hwa (President, Christian Women Minjung Association)

09:30-10:00 - Topic | : Positive and Negative Factors in the Road to Peace,
Reconciliation and Unification in the Korean Peninsula
Kim, Hee—Eun (Vice-President, Women Center for Social Research)

10:00-10:30 - Topic Il : Actions for the Peace and Reconciliation of Two Koreas
Kim,Yoon—Ok (Vice-President, Women Making Peace)

10:30-10:50 Tea Break
10:50-12:00 Comments (Bosnia & Herzegovina/ Germany/ East Timor/ South Africa)
12:00-13:30 Lunch

* Presider : Shin, Hei-Soo(Chair, International Relation Committee, KWAU )
13:30-14:30 Q & A and Discussion

14:30-14:50 Tea Break
14:50-15:20 Topic Il : "How can we make the International Women’s Peace
Network and the Role of the Network”.
Betty Burkes (U.S. President, WILPF)

15:20-16:40 General Discussion ‘& Records of Resolutions
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16:40 Closing Remarks v
Lee, Hyo-Chai (Chair, Preparatory Committee of the Symposium)
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Opening Remarks

Lee Woo-jung
Representative of Women Making Peace

For Koreans June is a tragic month. The Korean War broke out on June 25 1950 and left an
imeparable scar to all Koreans ; six million died and wounded, three million floated as refugees and
ten million became separated families. The land and people was totally devastated by the War in
which more bombs were dropped than the quantity used in Europe during the Second World War.

The Korean War ended with an armistice, and the division into two Koreas is continuing until today.
Ams race, mutual distrust and hatred have piled up along the DMZ, while no communication, mailing,
nor visits were allowed to the divided families.

The division of Korea institutionalized itself within two political systems, built upon massive sacrifice
of the people. Confronting the communist North became a justification for military dictatorship in the
South. Under the banner of national security human rights were violated. Miitary spending took away
the resources for social welfare. The American Forces stationed in the South demanded not only
financial support for their maintenance, but also sience of South Koreans on violence and sexual
abuses committed by American soldiers.

Moreover, a possibiity of a military clash is aways haunting around the Korean peninsula. The
Cold War is said to have perished from the globe, but it did not alleviate military tension and amms
build-ups in this region. Today we Koreans live in @ most inhumane situation; half of a divided nation
is starving but no food can cross over the 38th parallel.

Entering a new millenium we dream of a new world, a world where there is no tears, no sighs, a
world of peace and reconciliaion, and a word in which women, the half of the heaven, are
recognized as an equal subject of the world. And the Conference beginning today will lay a stepping
stone to realize such dreams of women. In a tragic month of June, in a divided land, we hold this
Conference to show how much we want to change the history of war to the history of peace.

Today we have invited friends from countries which have gone through or are going through
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national conflicts and social turmail. | sincerely welcome Selma Hadzihalilovic from former Yugoslavia,
Ines Ameida from East Timor, Tatjiana Ansbach from former East Gemmany, Betty Burks from WILPF,
and the American Friends Service Committee which provided funding for this Conference. | also
welcome my Korean colleagues who have devoted their life for the peace and unification of Korea.

| hope today's meeting could be a wonderful opportunity to put together all our historical
experiences and wisdom to open a new era of peace and reconciliation in the global community. In
the coming twenty first century, thus, words such as tension, confrontation, hatred, and exclusion will all
go away, and we will have a new world of justice, love, cooperation, tolerance, respect and care for -
each other.

Thank you very much.
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women and World Peace in the Twenty First Century

Lee Hyo-je
Chairperson of the Organizing Committee
for the Intemational Symposium on Women and Peace

1. Introduction

To hold an intemational conference on peace i Seoul, a capital dwdawm?g@mt;;j
mearﬁngﬁ.llinrrmways.AsanmbadmeugaNanmﬁﬁeedIanfm,Mzmre
welcome all of you from Bosnia-Herzekovina, Germany, East ﬂ@r, and South ﬁ_\fnca, O
similar experience with Koreans. We have suffered from war and violence, but | believe atl x
ﬂrnewehavefougmagainstitlteeivewpruﬂtohaveyouheretoexd\angeouremeneme
Msdaanrdedwumnfmmepeaoeammiiaﬁonomeond.

Korea was emancipated from Japanese colonialism with the defeat of Japenl in the Seoc;rr\:i:I
World War. The emancipation, hOWever, was not followed by the &s‘fabﬁsfmntloﬁ an |ndeperﬁeodr§ 44
wﬁﬁednation,butbytheoccupaﬁondH@minmemmmmwmlnmm. pr
confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union was intens@d among Koreans a:o rear;
which led to a fratricidal war in 1%O.TTBKoreanWarerﬁednotoniywthadmsuonofme

perinsula but also with a national separation.

ﬂewarde«asiatedmelar\dmtmm&suiniraﬁngtmmmm@Samﬂwewartooka“mfz
the life of millions of people, leaving behind one million separated families. The Korean peoitie, i
have lived together forming one national community for more than 1,500 y@, carne to hate
desteamother.ThisscarmUcinotbeeasytooveroomem&unasrmWOdofum

The Korean War ended with an armistice, not a peace treaty, in 1963. Thus Koreans' rgvet:::;
for forty five years and are sfill living in a quasi-war situation. The continuation of the armistice

for more than forty five years is very unusual in human history. And further we do not know when it
will be substituted with a peace agreement.

This tension and confrontational situation on the Korean peninsula does not only affect the life
of the Korean people but also threatens the peace of the region and the world. This is why we
Koreans have desired peace more than any other people. Therefore | believe today's meeting and
discussion will be an important opportunity for all of us to share our experience of war and national
conflicts, our suffering and struggle, and out efforts for international solidarity.

It is true though, Koreans, obsessed by their own harsh reality, have been less interested in the
suffering of other nations. But it is also true that we felt shame and guilty for not being able to help
the people in other countries, hearing from the media about the pains and suffering of, especially,

women and children. Today | am more excited for having the guests from abroad to share our pains
and hopes to make a new world of peace.

Today | would like to talk about the peace we want to achieve and the role of women to realize

peace in our society and the global community. | hope the content of my presentation could be
enriched by your active participation, insightful comments and discussion. '

2. Women and Peace in the Twenty First Century

2-1. Peace from Women's Perspective

Peace is the basic condition for humans to live. Peace is a premier premise to enable the
existence of human race, the maintenance and progress of human civilizations. That is why the United
Nations has adopted the Dedlaration on the Peace of Humanity in November 1984. In reality, however,

peace has always been threatened by humans themselves. Wars and conflicts have not ceased from
the gobe, and the nuclear threats have made the situation worse.

Women have suffered as vicims of war throughout the history of men—centered patriarchical
society and state structure. Despite the demise of the Cold War confrontation between the Eastern and
Western blocs, political and military conflicts have not disappeared but were rather substituted with the
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emergence of ethnic and religious dlashes. Technological innovations in advanced sciences fastened
theoorringoftheinforrmtionageandtheglob&izationofmametforws,butalthesarneﬁrnebrwgm
about Widened gap between the haves and not-haves. Unfettered movement of capital and reckless
pursuitofproﬁlbyuarlsmﬁmaloomomﬂor\saremfserﬁngimwawcydeofmerichandthe poor,
further threatening the peace in human refations.

Vidence of capitdl and commercidism has distorted sexua life of humans as well. Sexual
abmandoppr%dona@inslwmﬁﬂarebeoon‘ingaseriwsprobiemnoiorﬂyinafanilyora
society but also in a global community. Sexual vidlence and "human sales” are not discriminating
young children and the aged. Distorted sex culture has also affected the family life. Violence is taking
place among married couples, against parents, brothers and sisters, and even against chiloren. People
are killed and human digrity is lost in this era of violence.

InasodeWgovemdbymneyaﬁmdemebomsexaM\abadmnenbeoommwmet
of explotation. Its extreme case is found in the kiling of female fetus or babies in the name of
religious or patriarchical objectives.

Furthermore, war and conflicts threaten the life ‘of people and take away their ordinary livelinood.
People lose their beloved; families are separated; and their homes, work places are destroyed. Their
survival itself, therefore, is at risk. War does not end there however. Women's sex and labor become
thebodyofﬂxemﬂmersofmewar.Thedearestexanpleisthesocalled "Korean comfort wormen.”
Under brutal Japanese colonial nﬁe,youngKoreanwmwenmeredraﬁedbyﬂreﬁwmnﬂitawfor
sexual slavery and forced labor in the Japanese defense industry. By this comfort women system the
Japanese imperialists even aimed to destroy the reproduction abiity of the Korean nation.

Ancther threatening instance is found in the Bosnian-Herzecovinian experience. Rape against
women was not just an incidental aoddemMngthewar,bulwasmmedomSysiemncallytoseNe
thewarobjed‘rveofeﬂnicdeansingawdtenﬁonal occupation. Sexual violence and rape was a
strategy to expel enemies from one side’s land and to "purify” the blood of another ethnic group.

Mimdeanysrmmmmdimmwmmwdmmemmwer
stmctwe.I-bvmer,mmnm\enoira'reinedaswwmofworslav%dpamrdimlsystanWe

ha\festoodupalﬁfougfﬁagainstsumds!amdmdalorderafldﬁstory.Wer\aVEd'\ailengedﬂE
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state power based on the value of destruction. We have claimed to be the subject of a new social
order and a new human community. Women in the world have struggled for human rights, protection
of life, environmental preservation, poliical equality and freedom. Enlightened women, moreover, have
demanded a more humane approach to peace. Peace is not any more the agenda monopolized by

men. The concept of peace understood by men should be supplemented and further developed by
women's experience and wisdom.

2-2. Peace to Reform the Structure of Violence and Oppression

The concept of peace has also changed and developed over the years (Regina Birchen, vice
president of WILPF, "Evaluation of a Concept of Peace”). Peace in general is understood as a
situation without war between states or within a state. In other words, peace means a situation with
no physical clashes. This was peace viewed from the political and military perspective. Another
definition of peace came to emerge, extending its scope to the dynamic balance of political, sodil,
cultural and technological factors. But this concept that the balance of power would deter the breakout

of war became the justification for the development of nuclear technology under the name of
deterrence strategy. !

Galtung has criticized such concept to be passive approach to peace, and suggested an active
concept of peace by including the reform of the socio—economic structure of violence and oppression.
He maintained that it must be called structural violence when basic needs of humans, such as
environmental safety, health and security, are under a constant threat. And he chased the roots of this
to the unequal and unjust structure of society. Lost of life and damages on humans by such structural
violence, he believed, were not much different from the violence of war.

In addition to structural violence, day-to-day violence in family and mamiage life is becoming
more and more serious, especially to women. Peace in society and among states can only be realized
when violence disappears from family life, and discrimination and oppression perish away from human
relations. For this participation and dialogue is criical because violence emerges when there is no
communication among conflicting parties. -

Genuine peace includes peaceful coexistence of humans and the natural environment, without
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one-sided destruction and contamination. As long as human beings regard the nature as the object to
beemlo‘stedanddevelopedforhwmnneeds,oormrehersivepeaoecannotexistinlheglobe.To
realize all this, appropriate physical conditions and institutional reforms cannot be sufficient. We humans
ourselves should exert efforts to reform ourselves first, our perceptions and behaviors.

Therefore we have to develop a culture of peace. And the intemationalized capital does not let
us pursue this within national or regional boundaries. Economic developments are taking place in all
over the world, polarizing the world population into the rich and the poor on the one hand, and
recklessly destroying the ecosystem of the globe on the other hand. Nuclear technology for both
commercial and military use threatens the existence of the human race itself.

It is this reason why our actions for peace call for international solidarity more than ever. We
should always keep our eyes open to the incidences of violence, exchange information and take
actions together. Today's Conference, too, was organized in this regard. It is more meaningful because
women from countries of war and conflicts have gathered here to find an intemational strategy for
peace movement.

2-3. Democracy, the Foundation for Peace

Peace movement has mostly focused on opposing nuclear tests and nuclear arsenal, whie
demanding disammament and reduction of defense spending. | think this was a kind of passive peace
campaign. Such actions might have caught the interests of ordinary people for a moment, but lacked
ocontinuity and had litle effect in actually reducing the fundamental causes of violence.

As mentioned above, we need to take a more active and comprehensive approach fo the
peacerrmemertWarampeaoearemeproductsofthestrucluralcuereoftherisloryweareEMng
in. The Yamuscuro Dedlaration of the UNESCO has suggested a cuiture of peace based on values
such as life, freedom, justice, solidarity, tolerance, human rights and gender equality. According to this
Dedaraﬁmtheujtueafpeamisbased”onthebellef@thwmnmoeisabletorootuﬁaﬂural
factors of authoritarian, hierarchical and conflictual human relations through common efforts. In contrast
totheajturedmarmﬁphdeperdsoanermtor&sdveanyoorﬁictmeanreofpeace
recognizes the value of sharing, contermplation, dialogue and participation, and the human existence
with equal rights and dignity.” The culture of peace, thus, is a culture of dialogue (UNESCO-Korea

_26_

Committee, Interational Declaration for Peace. p.18).

For the creation of this new culture, the first step is to break down the cultural tradiion that
hinders communication. In every cvilization and culture, if there is an element that disturbs dialogue
among different groups we have to rid of that barrier, and substitute with a new cuiture of sharing.

When we approach peace from such cultural perspecive we can easlly understand why
democracy, which involves participation and dialogue, becomes the critical premise for the culture of
peace. Democratization breaks down authoritarian and hierarchical social order, and weakens the
ground of patriarchical tradition. Democratic consolidation diffuses centralized state power and
introduces local autonomy in which the participation of ordinary citizens becomes critical for its function.
Democracy brings together more liberalized industrial relations and better distributional consequences of
economic performance with improved welfare system.

3. Conclusion

| believe it is women who are able to make peace and reconciliation in the 'Korean peninsula.
Women as mothers have the inherent ability to bring communitarian values, reconciliation and peace in

- human relationships. Women conceive a new life in the womb, give bith to the life and raise it.

Throughout human history women have taken care of the aged and the handicapped. We have been
the subject of creating the culture of tolerence and love. This is why Korean women can effectively
play the role of mediator to bring the divided nation into one.

As proved in the past exchange meeting between the North and South Korean women, political
and military calculation did not exist in the mind of women. South Korean women have been the first
to launch the food aid campaign in the family, local and national level. Through dialogue with our
children and neighborhood we have persuaded the urgent need to help the starving North Koreans..
Therefore, it will be women's role to root down democracy in family life and in local communities, and
to lead the new cuiture of reconciliation and dialogue.

Thank you very much.
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Frame of the speech

Selma Hadzihalilovic

@192 : The independence of Bosnia & Herzegoving, and the aggression

mffirst raped women and the " FETWA" from the Islamic Community

mfirst women’s groups in 1992/93-support of the community-abuse of traumatized women
media (manipulation)

mviolence of human rights—concentration camps-camps for raping “ public houses for war.
"Vilina Vias” Visegrad, primary school Viasenica, “ Sonja” Vogosca, " Keraterm” Omarska

/1993 : aggression of Croatia on Bosnia & Herzegovina-total siege

mnew camps for raping ("Heliodrom” Mostar, Busovaca, Ahmici)

mwomen's lobbying-international lobbying (Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia Eu
UN Security Council resolution that rape is an crime against humanity

®war crimes

mwomen's conferences-centers for women war victims—lobbying

m1994 new presentation of the situation in Bosnia & Herzegovina and crimes against women
the international level :

mwomen's network-women are the best ambassadors and peace makers

m1995-fiasco of the United Nations-Srebrenica and Zepa-statements of women

[mnew massacres

@1995-Daton Peace Agreement-how the International Community inforced the
Bosnia & Herzegovina

®linternational War Tribunals at the Hague

m]1996 Women's conferences and first election after the war

®11997 women conferences—dialog—preparation for the local election

+the importance of the women'snetwork between women's groups from BH, Croatia and
Macedonia

*joint lobbying in different societies

“yomen's political engagement-demonstration, letters, books, articles, public presentation
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Timorese Women: Visibility against all Odds

by Ines Almeida

Sisters, friends

First of all, alow me to thank the organisers of this Women Symposium. It is indeed a great
honour for me to address this important forum.

Alow me also, to pay tribute to my fellow Timorese sisters who have lost their lives, and those
who continue to fight in spite of enomous difficulties they have to face on a daily basis.

Brief background

East Timor is a small island, with the size of Fij. The capital is Dili, East Timor population was
(estimate of 1990) about 737,000, with a total area of 11925 square kiometers. It lies in westem
Pacific, approximately between north west coast of Australia and Indonesia.

East Timor was ruled by Portugal for more than 300 years. In April 1974, a revolution took place in
Portugal. The fascist regime of Salazar wars overthrown and a new and democratic govemment was
formed. One of its priorities was to grant independence t0 all colonies in accordance with the United
Nations decolonisation program. As a result, East Timor - like Mozambique, Angola, Guine Rippou,
Gabo Verde and S. Teme Principe - started a process of decolonisation to achieve independence.
Poiitical parties were fonrmed and the decolonisation process was aimed at allowing the Timoreses 10
vote 1o choose its own future a democratic process.

The Timorese woman

A life of Timorese woman hasneverbemeasy.Wehadourtradi‘donalwaysbmalsoamvﬁth
Poﬁuw%emﬂure&:etooerﬁuﬂ%otPortugu&eecdaial rule. Often a woman is expected to marry
attheageof15.Arranged‘rnan1ageispartofthetradmon.Av\m\antsexpededtodoallthedaily
chores in the house. Cleaning, washing, as well as making babies and looking after the babies. On
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top of this, women often are also expected to work in the rice and com field for food supply.

Since April 1974 Camation Revolution in Portugal, it was expected that a new era may begin for
the Timorese women. But no much change has taken place, at least, no improvement as far as
conditions of women are concemed.

Indonesian invasion and occupation

On 7th December 1975, after only eighteen months of decolonisation process, Indonesian ammed
forces mounted a full scale invasion on East Timor, starting right in the capital, Dili. The invasion was
followed by brutal mistreatment of the civiian population — indiscriminate kilings and rapes in the
streets of Dili, looting, and buildings sacked and bumed. All basic human rights violations, including
systematic kilings and disappearances of thousands of Timores began in East Timor. Torture, famine,
uncontrollable diseases spread through out East Timor.

This brutal invasion and occupation has caused the deaths of more than 200,000 Timorese - that
is about one third of its total population.

Until today, the people of East Timor have been living under constant fear. Fear of amests and
disappearance, fear of rape, fear of not knowing whether they would survive the next day.

It is estimated that 20,000 Indonesian troops are stationed in East Timor. These troops are there,
not only to mount military operations against the National Amed Forces for Liberation of East Timor
(FALINTIL) but also to control the civilian population. The Indonesian military knows too well that the

civilian population is the force that provides all the necessary support for FALINTIL to continue to fight
until today.

Torture, disappearances, rape, sexual assaults, arbitrary killings, imprisonment without trials, are part
of the daily lives of the people of East Timor. Special Rapporteurs from the UN have extensively
reported these crimes committed against the people of East Timor by the Indonesian military, but the
world's powerful countries 'seem to prefer to tum a blind eye fo these atrocities against the humanity.

Resistance

The only way for the Timorese people to sunvive is to resist at all costs and against all odds. And
this resistance against this illegal and barbaric occupation continues until today, and in every front -
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cultural, religious, social, educational, political and ammed struggle as well. |
Under the umbrella organisation, the National Councl of Maubere Resistance (CNFM and the
national leader Xanana Gusmao, the Timorese people and nation are stil resisting this illegal and

barbaric occupation.

Presently, our struggle are fought in three main fronts: the amed struggle (FALINTIL), the
Clandestine Front (underground network and leadership) and the Diplomatic Front, headed by th
co-winner of the 1996hbdeeaoePﬁzeM.hseRarms—i—brta

The role of the Timorese women

Traditionally, a woman has been taught to perceive herself as of inferior value in comparison 0
manNﬂinﬂwefa:ﬂly,ﬂﬂropirionswerereveraskedorvaluedonequalbasisasmatofme
oppositesexSonarvdm’Iusuanyemrmsmeirviewsoropirionsonissuesaﬁecﬁngmemorme
nation, spedially regarding women's rights and politics. Let alone being active in political fields

THskadﬂontasgradlebeenmmged,kadUBDymnacﬁwas,rd%ﬂayedby
Tmmwmninmwaspedsofﬂwestm@eforliberaﬁm increase level of education, more
access 1o information on domestic and international politics, spedially regarding the ﬂnm‘rwstange,
has helped inject positive change, especially during the last 21 years of our resistance against foreign
occupation.

TheroleofmeTlrmresemmeninthesmgdehasbemoomimmtobecmda!.\e\ﬁthﬂe
intensi!yofunrast,tonweanddsamaearam%dtmnnleacﬁWSts,mneznemimothregap
ofﬂ"neundergrwldrrovmmttoacﬁvatecmaacﬁwﬁ&eformprogr%sofﬂmesntjggleasam.
Intemationally, Timorese women not only become more visible but also showing continuous dedication
tothemkdthestmg;iefortheliberaﬁonofourmmm

ﬁsfm&erdedﬂeﬂm&eemmminﬂewﬂergw\dmmmobﬂmml
mnruanerimodetailedammdrmtﬁsfaoetofwrs:mggeevdves.Icznassureyou
however, that the role of women in this critically important front has been relevant yet exiremely
dtfﬁmﬂ,amrmwnﬁnnslybewﬂngmearﬁmerd%masmesnuggeevdv&s.

The suffering of the Timorese women under this llegal oocupation does ot depend only on our
acﬁmnBa@aweaenanrtgvmnmUmmrwmmUmeamedstmwe.m
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suffers a great deal. History tells that is certain and true in the case of East Timor. And not only
under the Indonesian occupation. It has been like this even during the past occupations, such as the
Japanese occupation during World War Il

Rape, sexual abuses, arbitrary arrests

As | said before, rape arbitrary amests and disappearances are common and widespread in East
Timor. To monitor this situations, indeed, a daunting task. there are, nevertheless - and thanks fo the
work of the clandestine network in East Timor - well known cases, documented over a period 0 many

years. The cases are too many to list them for this conference. | will try to present only a brief
ovenview foday.

The following statement of a refugee woman currently asking for political asylum in Australia
illustrates the reality on a day to day basis. She said:

"Soldiers start to visit my home night and day and at any hour they would force me to have sex
with them. At other times they were always hanging around the house calling out insults and making
me feel that | was a prisoner in my house. | was continuously harassed and had no protection.”

Women and miilitary reprisals

On many occasions, the wives andlor daughters of the men accused of involvement in the
resistance movement have been raped in front the accused (the man). One particular well reported
case was that of a Timorese man known as Lucas Baiasa. He became mentally ill, unstable, after

he was forced to witness his wife being raped by the Indonesian military. The woman gave birth to
the child of one of the rapist's (1)

This kind of barbaric practice by the Indonesian military continues today and, it may even be
happening as | speak to you.

According to reports published by the Australian-based East Timor Human Rights Centre (ETHRC),
on the 8 December 1996, 23 years old Alianca Soares dos Santos was arrested by more than ten
soldiers in Atsabao, a town of the Bobondre district, in the Westemn region of East Timor. She was in

hidng after being accused of harbouring members of the ammed East Timorese Resistance -
FALINTEL - at her home (in Licapat).



Nterbeiruarr%ted,miarmwasﬁedLparﬂmreatetmmmakrifebeforesmwastakento
KORAMIL (Sub District Military Command) in Ermera. Koramil is a division of the Indonesian armed
forces currently based in East Timor.

Alianca was detained for 14 days. While in detention, she was subjected to constant torture and
rape by an ABRI@ soldier. The soldier threatened to kil her if she reported the rape. She has
identified one of her torturers as of the name Supardi.

Alianca was later transferred to a Rajawali military post at Lull Rema, where she was again raped,
twice, by a soldier ranked sergeant (Sersan Kepala).

At night, soldiers slept around her. While detained at the military post, she was forced to obey
ordersfranmesoldefsandawedetoaﬂtheneedsofmepostswhboilingwateramw\erduties.
Alianca was released on 16 December. (3

Sex Slaves or local wives

So,trﬂsisanaan'pleofwnmbeingmedassexstav&s,perpetratedwmarﬂdespot
military regimes. It is just another widespread fomm of sexual abuse by the Indonesian military. This act
of using the Timorese women as their sex slaves is also known as “local wives”. The following
acoount further illustrates this barbarism.

A Timorese woman known as Odilia@, gave written account of the tragic experience of her sister.
The statement says:

"At the time of the Indonesian invasion, Odilia's sister was married and expecting a child. Her
husband fled to the bush, while she stayed behind in Dili. The Indonesian military took her to a house
where she was confined as a sex slave for about one year.

There were other three women also forced to serve Indonesian soldiers. Odilia's sister was
eventually able to get out of her situation as a “ local wife” when her husband came back from bush.

I-bwever,hertragicstwdidnotendthere. His (the husband) family spoke ill of his wife to him,
accusing her of having sold herself to the Indonesians. The oouple never lived together after that,
although he understood the true situation.”©

Often, farrilieg do not accept cases of rape and reject the women who become subjected to the
so—called local wives. As a result, many women victims, afterward, are either forced into prostitution or

surrender to their situation as a ‘sex slaves’ in order to feed herseff orfand children that she may
have.

So, these victims become double victims. They were victims of the Indonesian soldiers occupying
Easl_ Tlrnor and further become victims of their own society which failed to understand the trauma and
humiliation these women have been subjected to. As a result, many women find speaking out about

their tragedies a total taboo. As a resuit to, the perpetrators feel that the society also helps to protect
them!

Thqe are no refuge centres for women in East Timor today. There are no rehabilitation centres to
deal with the victims of rapes and 'sex slaves'.

Family planning or genocide?

Indonesia practice a national Family Planning Program. The introduction of this program in East
Timor, however, has caused problems for the Timorese women. On one hand, the Catholic Church
does not agree as a matter of principle. :

0'1‘ the other, the military impose it upon the Timorese women, without proper information
education and above all, a consent of the women. Following is an acoount by and a Timorese
women, Bella Galhosie) to illustrate the magnitude of their problem in East Timor. She said:

Every six months, the military goes to all the high schools, seeking out the young girs for
oorrgisory birth control. They came, and closed the door, and just injected us. We didn't know, we
don't have the right to ask, We don't have children anymore.

After visiting the schools, the millitary still goes around to individual villages and houses to inject the
women the find.

They don't know who we are, so they just inject us again. Some women get injected three times.”

Bglla says also that, 80% of East Timorese women have been subjected to compulsory family
planning. Back in 1985, the Indonesian govemment had already published a five year birth control plan
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for 95,000 East Timorese women.?)

Action is Urgent

Itisabigﬁghtforus,wmmadiﬂstssmcanspeakwbecauseweareinanopgnswety,to
make sure that victims of these horrendous cimes be protected and supported, and their perpetralors
are brought to justice. It is a big fight because East Timor is under a foreign military ocx:xpaﬂon We
many powerful counties decided to ignore completely. Some even sell weapons tg Irﬂongﬂa to kil the
Timorese. All we hope is to count with the solidarity movement, specially the |ntmnm women's
organisations and the youth and students organisations sho -fike us-— have become increasingly more
disqusted with despot, corupt military regimes.

There is a need for urgent actions. Be it from the United Nations Specia Rapponeurs,Of‘from
independent NGOs 1o investigate these acts of violence against the women of East Timor. The rights
dtheworrenofEastﬂmrforbasicrespecthavebeenigmredfortoolong

| request that this conference calls upon: |

«United Nations Human Rights Commission Special Rapporteur on Torture 10 consult women in
East Timor regarding atrocities in East Timor against wormen by the Indonesian military:

“NGOs and governments 1o support measures (ie. support the creation of technical and material
conditions for women) leading to the ful participation of Timorese women in deuson—rm}arg prooess
as in the current circumstances as well as in the struggle for self-determination and independence:

sintemational agencies to enter East Timor to deal mainly with gender issues (ie. discrimination in
jobs and education, domestic violence, disappearances of sons/daughters and husbands, etc).

+STOP Indonesian atrocities in East Timor, forced birth control under the Indonesian family planning
program in East Timor.

+STOP the introduction of prostitution into East Timor from Indonesia

sintroduction of free AIDS education and testing in East Timor BUT only by competent intemational
agencies.
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Short-term action

As an Non-Govemment Organisation (NGO), East Timor Relief Association (ETRA)®, is working
with other NGOs in East Timor to better understand the needs of the Timorese women and try to
help as best as it can.

Ulimately, we aim to achieve setting-up of a centre run by Timorese, for the Timorese women
who have been traumatised over the years.

Efforts are being made by some Catholic runs to give better education to have better career
choices.

In Venilalew), there is a technical schoal for young women, started by Sister Marlene. "There are

about 150 students, aged between 18 and 20. They learn how to type use computers, cook and sew
for commercial gain.

Training enables the young women to gain jobs in hospitals, hotels, aidines, restaurants and
offices” (The Age, 6 December, 1996).

Another, school for young women is situated in Dare.t0 It is run by Sister Lourde’s. She has 17
women who are also leaming skills to find jobs, careers and become economically independent..

| befieve that these projects will ultimately encourage them to have their own decisions, to have
their own opinions to contribute to a better society.

Raising funds for these projects are vital to secure its completion. | therefore, appeal to you to
help us financially.

Peace negotiations

The CNRM has proposed a three-phase Peace Plan as an attempt to end the conflict in East
Timor.

Phase one (one-two years)

Indonesia—Portugal talks under the auspices of the UN Secretary General with East Timorese
participation, to achieve an end to armed activities in East Timor;
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wrelease of political prisoners;

«reduction of Indonesian military personnel:

sremoval of armaments:

sexpansion of intemational Commitiee of the Red Cross activities;
sreduction of Indonesian civil servants;

*population census:

+access by UN Specialized Agencies for restoration and protection of the environment, resettlement,
district development, women and children care and public health and immunization: restoration of all
hwmnnghls,rmmajofresmmmmmﬁearﬁkmmanguages:

*setﬁngmofanisﬁependem}-ﬁmnnﬁgtnsoorrm&don,appoimmdaUNSec.Gen. Resident

Representative in East Timor.

Phase Two —autonomy- (five years)
TﬂsisauamiﬁmstagedamOnawinwﬁdwEastﬂmeﬁewoddgwemﬁHmmes

democratically through their own local institutions.

Triswwdreqdredenmaﬂcdecﬂonofalocaimrﬂymmaﬁveyearmmteumw
supenvision and assistance.

vOriyEast‘ﬁrmresemayvoteandbeelecsed;

-etecﬂonofanEastﬂmmeGovemforaﬁve—yeartembymeAsserrbhﬁ

+Assembly powers to include legislation conceming intemational trade relations, investment, property,
immigration and others;

apithdrawal of all Indonesian troops and further reduction in Indonesian civil servants:

“teritorial polioefa'oeorgarisedbymeUNplaceundertheoonmndloeGoverm.thetermW

is to have no anmy.

ﬂmemybeeﬂaﬁedWmﬁualousembetmenkﬁonesiaammeEastﬂnU%eMaﬁm
expressing their views through a referendum.

Phase Three —self determination— -
Ooverspreparaﬂmforaselfdelerrﬂnaﬂonreferendtrn,tobeheldmnoneyearcfthe

oommrnmﬁmdnispmse,wmrewmpopuaﬂmmydmsebememﬁeeasmdaﬁmm
imegraﬂonintolndoma,orindeperdeme.

Foot notes:

(1) Vioence Against Women in East Timor under the Indonesian Occupation and Suggested
Measures to be Taken Pefiion to the UN Special Committee of 24 by the Free East Timor Japan
Coalition, July, 23, 1996, page 3.

(2) Indonesian Armed Forces

(30 Annual Report of Human Rights Violations in East Timor 1996. East Timor Human Rights

Centre (ETHRC). ETHRC has requested the UN Human Rights Commission to investigate Alianca’s
case.

(4) Odiia Victor is living in Portugal. In 1995 she sought asylum at the Australian Embassy in
Jakarta but was refused.

(5) Violence Against Women in East Timor under the Indonesian Occupation and Suggested

Measures to be Taken Pefition to the UN Special Committee of 24 by the Free East Timor Japan
Coalition, July, 23, 1996, page 7?7

(6) Bella Galhos is living in Canada. She defected whiles in Canada for the World Youth exchange
program in 1994. She has recently received refugee status from the Canadian Govemnment.

(7) Source: ACTivist newspaper of the ACT for Disarmament Coalition. Toronto, Canada, April 1995.
Interview by Caroline Xia

(8) ETRA is based in Sydney, Australia. It run by Timorese and non-Timorese. It was founded in

1992. Its aim is to channel humanitarian aid and raise funds to support self-sustainable projects in
East Timor.

(9) Venilae is situated in the eastemn part of East Timor
(10) Dare is on the outskirts of Dili

(1) National Secretary of East Timor Relief Association
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Women and Peaceful Unification Movement
in Divided Nation

Chi Eun-hee
Standing Representative of KWAU

1. Introduction : A Brief History of Division

Ithasbemhalfamnturysincemedi\ﬂsiondk(oreaEmmﬂmﬁmmm—ﬁvevye:frﬂipa:&i;
colonial rule did not bring genuine liperation to the Korean peoolg. The first ordinance e
Powers in- September 1945 was to announce Rlﬁammpaﬂon1nm®nhofmas1;]m Y
American occupation in the south. Ianen'berofﬁmemyearﬁn-encansmthe
dmmmmmfmbmmsommedfaasepaategmermmmdmm

During three-year of Amencan occupation, the Korean people In both sides mﬁyme;
the establishment of one unified govemment, but w'imout success. On May 10_’ 1948 , e
Korea was declared in the South, MieinOdoberoftr\eyeartrreWancPeoplesﬂepu ]
Koreawassetupinthel\bnh.mswasthetragicbeginmngofthedmsummthe'r(oreanpemnsu .

The Rhee Syng-man government propagated "unification by foroe, crushing down social m
which demanded peaceful ~ resolutions. When the Rhee regime Was ovemmm bgmﬁms
demonstrations in 1960, South Koreans had hignt hopes for dermaw and unification, hnd
againsmpmsedbytherrimarycoupofpamamng—main 1961. UrmIJny19?2men
and South Joint Declaration was announced, every civilian discourse on umﬁcanqn was to@ly shut up.
Even the Dedaration, however, was 10 serve the logic of regime maimene?noebln both sides, rx:; ﬂ;
genuine objective of national reunification. Civilian efforts for peaceful unification, thus, came
caried out in underground.

TragcmstayforKoreamddmierﬁthere.w\enPan(wasassasdnaiedaﬂermemy-yearcfxrmd
rde, another general G\mDoo-mvanseizedpowerwwghaooLpamabloody_mackdmn
Kwa’xguuxisiruim%lvthSoumeamleamdmmeaqemgcamgdommaa
tadismpdeaQirgtm,mmacdduﬁﬁm&onnwmmWadedemnsam—m@nsmrm

And finally the Roh Tae-woo govemment came to announce the July 7 Dedlaration in 1988, which
meant a major turning point in the relation of two Koreas. Under this situation, civilian unification
movement became more active than ever, demanding the repeal of the National Secunty Law, the
reduction of military spending, the withdrawal of the American Forces stationed in the South, and the
stop of al nuclear programs in the Korean peninsula.

Although North and South Korea joined the United Nations separately in September 1991, some
posifive actions followed afterwards, such as the "Declaration on the Nuclear Free Korean Peninsula”
in 1992, the stoppage of the Team Spirit Military Exercise, and increased trade between the two
Koreas. Finally the government in the North and the South signed the "North and South Agreement on
Reconciliation, Nonaggression and Cooperation” in 1992,

Currently South Korea in a party of the KEDO (Korean Peninsula Energy and Development
Organization) which was established to provide the light water reactors and altemative energy
technology to the North. North Korea has recently expressed its cautious approach of accepting the
four-party talks (North Korea, South Korea, the United States and China), proposed by Seoul and
Washington.

2. Direct Damages Caused by the Division

2-1. Victims of Ideology

Women who have suffered the most due to the division of Korea are those who have husband or
children victimized by ideological confrontation. Since the emancipation in 1945, people who took part in
socialist circles or labor and peasant movement have been stigmatized as "reds.” Revenge and
intimidation against these people was more intensified after the Korean War. Some of them moved to
the North, leaving behind their wife and children. These women and children, living in a country whose
highest state ideal has been "anti-communism,” could not even spell out a word about their beloved
because then they would have been further isolated and oppressed in South Korean society. Without
Quaranteeing the freedom of ideclogy and political belief the suffering of these people will not end.

2-2. Damage of the Korean War
The Korean War which lasted for three years did not only left massive physical casualties, but
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case of the South, 240,000 souls were ost, 300,000
particular, it is estimated that 130,000 civiians were
yomgmenweredraﬂedbythemrth

medeeﬂyanirrepa:ables:arto all Koreans. In
were disappeared, and 230,000 were injured. In

¢ ; e
massacred, while 85000 were kidnapped 10
remained disabled, and 100,000 were orphaned. Around 200,000
Korean military from their occupied areas.

Thev\mteKoreanpomaﬁmwasndﬁeefmmedanmecamedbywarammeirh&zﬁ
1ota!1ydisrmted.Nbstdall,meKoreanWarleﬂuneramblehatredanddlstrusltothepeopl

experienced 1.

2-3. Separated Families

dren, brothers and sisters, grandchildren or relatives were
he division and the war. Separated families are different
a loss of a famiy member due 10 unexpected
mtthereswtofapersonalproblemTheyare
parated families cannot be realized until

Separated family means when parents, chil
separated, m‘tbyt’r\eirmmvwll,butduetot
fromfarrili&cdvidedbecaweofcﬁmoeorbecauseot
accident, or any other reason. Separated families are
the victims of the divided history, and the reunion of these se
the divided two Koreas aré reunited.

The South Korean government estimates the number of the separated families 10 include ten rriicl:;ny
[ cases

mmitismmemm.WMKUeanRedGossurﬁerstandSMIpm. i

g South, so the rest of the family remained in

' to the
rmien'errbersorapandmefamtynwed x . _ |_
NorthThenurrberdtenrriliionthlsindudestherara:mngfarniynenbasnnﬂBMaswel

Accordi nother ' il toiheSouthinmepenoddthe
information, 35 million people came down .
4 l the breakout of the war. In addition, the following numbers aré

emancipation in 1945 to 1950 before ¥ ‘ ‘
taken iiiaj the consideration of separated families : one million moved to the South during the war

; i of war:
84000 were kidnapped to the North; 303000 were ciwppeareq. 27,0@) became prls,zc:v::(t?rst’ne o
AOIO(D Koreans in Sakhalin retumed 10 Korea; 10,000 Korean residents in Japan moved ol
an!dSS(l)SouthKueansmerelddnappedtrumgﬁhmg&.wmallth&eenunbemare :

the total comes to five million. Thus five milion who left
ten million people of separated families.

North Korean authorities has an
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and another five million who remained make

rmmdtraltwomrdsofmeNonhKoreanpoDUaﬁonhavemre

than one family member in the South. It is not difficult to imagine this population, too, might have
gone through discrimination and oppression in the North Korean society.

Today population in the South is 44 million (1996), while in the North is 23 million. Altogether

makes 67 million. Therefore, we can roughly argue that one seventh of Koreans have directly affected
by and suffer from the divided situation.

3. Institutionalized Division and Women' Life
3-1. The Division and Political and Economic Status of Women

Women population in South Korea accounts for 49.7% (22 million) of the total population, and the
ratio compared with male population is 98.7(when men are set to 100). Average life span of women is
768 years, while men live 728 years. Matemity death rate (per 100,000 pregnant women) is around
thirty, much higher than that of advanced countries. Fertility rate has dramatically decreased in the
modemization and industrialization process, but the ratio between male and female babies is rapidy
widening, which recorded 1154 in 1934, the highest in the world.

The growth rate of South Korean economy is the eleventh in the world and the GNP per capita
ovepassed $10,000 in 1996. The share of women' participaion in economic activities is 48.3%,
accounting for 40.1% of the total working population. Women are mostly employed in dlerical, sales,
and service sector, while their advance in technical and administrative professional positions is stil low.
In 1992, 827% of working women were employed in work places with less than four employees,

meaning that women usually work in low paid jobs. In 1996, women were paid 60.9% of the male
salary.

In terms of women's participation in policy-making, the reality is much more gloomy. According to a
1996 statistics, only 3% (nine among 299) of the National Assembly members was women. A UN data
points out that this low rate of women's political representation is the 13%h in the world. In local
councils the rate is 1.56%, while in metropolitan councils 5.76%. There is only one minister in the
cabinet, and the share of women in the govemment administration is only 7.2%. In 1995 the Office of
Statistics released information that when all these figures were compared with other nations, South
Korean women's rights index was the 78th among 116 examined countries.



he divided situation. In South Korean society
capitaism has joined with patriarchical ideclogy to maximize the exploitation of mn’s labo;r;l\:tr
under the division, not only the institutionalization of authoritarian culture was justified, but 1u
women's criticism against the shortfalls of market forces was oppressed.

The problem is that this reality is closed linked to {

For example, in the 1970s when fernale workers stood up demandng .freedom of assou;;]on, L:g
were recklessly crushed down in the name of national securty. This is  true even .t ‘ Y. o
movement is often viewed as propagated by socialist forces. The Wterw autlhontanlan _{c;eh o’
prevaiing in South Korean sociely, moreover, has hindered women's advance In policy

process.

3-2. High Military Spending and Low Social Welfare

The defense budget for the year of 1997 is 14,350 bilion won, acgomljng for 21.1% qf the Te
budget.Ontheoorﬂrary,thebudgaforsodal welfare is only 62%, mmsmlow conSIdenng '
| oftr\eSaﬂhKueaneoomw.vmentheshareofsodal welfarebudggtlnomeroamnesp
:;ipared the seriousness of this imbalance becomes more clear; 123% in Bangladesh, 47% in

Germany, 63% in the Switzerland.

lnMKaeamdfamisnmmkencamdbymmvthbylmdLalsmﬁdv&e
Neithermeoos%sforrmlemnypmtectionnumesewioesforthedmbiedare_paldt?ythegm:r;rmﬂz
mmmm,mwmumaismtommmFm$HM1nm €3,
mepwd'aseofmmaw“eapomandlomemintenanoeofm.manmmam KoreanKtzrmayerrTsﬂE;
W/odﬂﬁawﬁ&smdedfmmmmemmedﬂemCanfm.TheWh ean

alsoramedmebigg&elmchasefdAn'edcanmapmsinm%.

3-3. Commercialization of Sex and Sexual Violence

ﬂemnberdeme{taimmentbarsis&sﬂnniedtobeA(I),O(I)inSwﬂwKorea.Wormndrecﬂyor
irdrectlyengagedinprostitutionmnsmtmbearw\d 120 15 million, equal to one fifth of young
female population from 15 10 29 years old ( 62 million).

ThereasmoftherapidspreadofermnaimwﬁbtﬁinessinmhKoreansodetyisfowﬂinme
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structural problems of its economy. During the period after the Korean War, the increase of prostitution
was related with the station of American forces. Bars and prostitutes thrived in villages nearby military
bases. In a divided country with full of military bases and soldiers was a fertile ground for prostitution.

There was also political and economic reasons. In the 1970s and 1980s military dictatorship utilized
the so-called "three S” policy to diffuse popular interest from politics to sports, screen and sex. For
example, authoritarian regimes screened the media, but allowed to publish weeklies, most of which
were yellow journalism. Capital also fiew not to the manufacturing but to the senvice sector which
guaranteed more profits.

There is, however, a more fundamental root of this problem: the perception and behavior of the
people. Women are viewed as the object of sex, while men feel proud for conquering and possessing
this object. Koreans believe men should be strong both physically and sexually (and even violent). This
patriarchical misconceptions on the role of male and female has fagilitated the commercialization of sex
and sexual offenses.

South Korea marks the second highest rate of sexual violence. 95% of the victimized are women
and in most cases the offenders are men. 30% of the victims are children under the age of thirteen,
and 50% are teenagers. 70% of sexual violence was committed by close acquaintances. Few of the
offenders were insane or criminals. Ordinary people abused women without feeling guilt or shame. The
victimized vary from teenagers to a seventy-year-old women. Today sexual violence has become the
number one stress of South Korean women. The fundamental root of such frequent sexual abuse in
South Korean society is the delicate combination of capitalist and military culture.

4. Women and Peaceful Unification Movement since the 1980s
4-1. Women's Movement for Democratization and Women's Rights

For the past three decades South Korean people have endessly fought for democracy and
peaceful unification. Women were not exception. Organized female workers, women farmers, and young
students struggled against the military dictatorship for political freedom. Women's movement started with
the objective of democracy and gender equality. The amendment of the Family Act, the enactment of
the Equal Employment Law and the Special Law on Sexual Violence, and legisiations on the day care
system are just few examples of women's sucoess.
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We have also campaigned for the legisiation of the Sexual Violence Prevention Act, which is
be\iethobeeradedsoona'orlaier.wmuf\eintromcﬂonoflocal aLrlormv,mm\en'smreﬁl
hascarmalg\edforpdiﬁmlerrpw.eszfwmnaswelItornake\a.men’svuoeheardm
policy-making processes.

4-2. Campaigns to Repeal and Amend Legislations that Hinder Peaceful Unification

In 1%M1enWmSu—kyum,astwemda1mmw(amﬁmGgamza§mdmvemw
students) made an unauthorized Visit 10 North Korea to discuss unification issue with North Korean
studentsandcrossedoverrnemﬁtocomebackham,shewasinstanﬂyarrestedbymesecuqty
agent. Since then women's groups have been active in the campaigns 10 abolish the National Security
Law.

TheLawdeﬁnesl\ionhKoreaasanenerwinsmmiorLamianyﬂnemoprajsesoroonnunicaies
vwmtrlehbnhmmomeeNMaumnzaﬁonislobeprosemned‘meNSLhésbgenabusedgsa
political apparatus to Suppress labor movement and civiian efforts for peaceful unﬁca’uqn. Hurman rTghls
have constantly been violated in the name of national security. KWAU joined the Naum Coungil for
Independent and Peaceful Unification, an umbrella organization for unification movement, in 1994, and
has actively campaigned to abolish the NSL.

Anotherma}ormrmaignistorepealmeSOFA.their\eqmlityofwﬁmwascleaﬂyrevealedmth
meinddemOfYoonKemn—heemmmsbmtanymlledbyanmsdder.mdrgtome
SOFA, when South Korean prosecutors are 10 arrest and interrogate suspected Americans in South
Korea, a representative of the American govemment must always be present together. Moreover,
vmeneverthereisarequestfromthemmican military authorities, thewspednmstﬁbetarﬂedover
tothemmrican&Htr\emspectwasmhis}herdmyorescapestothemncanmmarybase,Soutn
Korean court cannot exercise its judicial power.

In 1996 KWAU joined the "National Campaign Center against Crimes Gonm'?ted by American
Soldiers,” and has been participated in the Friday Rally in front of the Yongsan American military base.

4-3. EmtmgeVnsitswithbbrthKomanthﬁn
In November 1991 Korean women marked a historical event in the history of civilian unification
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movement; they successfully organized the Seoul Conference on "Peace in Asia and the Role of
Women,” in which North Korean women took part for the first time. Topics such as “patriarchical
cuture and women,” “unification and women,” and “peace and women’ were debated in the
oonference. But most of all, discussions on unification methodology were most interesting and
meaningful. North Korean delegation openly suggested their version of unification method in the Seoul
Conference, and the participants of the meeting were given the opportunity to compare it with the
South Korean altematives and fregly exchanged opinions.

Next year in 1992 South Korean women made a visit to Pyongyang and proposed the South
Korean unification method and discussed it with North Koreans. During the Pyongyang Conference,
issues such as "ways to realize national unity,” "Japanese responsibility and war reparation,” and "the
role of women for the peace in Asia” were dealt with. This was a milestone in opening a civilian
channel of dialogue between the North and South. We also heard vivid testimony of former comfort
women living in the North. In the Tokyo Conference in 1993, "the comfort women” issue and “the war
reparation by the Japanese government” were the main agenda.

Through these exchange visits and meetings North and South Korean women deeply felt the
national identity and sisterhood. They also recognized their endeavors and their role to brng
democracy and peaceful unification in the Korean peninsula. i
The South Korean organizing committee for the Conference on "Peace in Asia and the Role of

Women” formed a new unification movement group called "Women Making Peace” in March 1997,
starting with 258 members.

4-4. Campaign for the Reduction of Defense Budget

In 1930 KWAU set the key words of peaceful unification movement as "peace” and "disarmament
in the Korean peninsula,” and organized actions and campaigns to realize this objective. This
campaign, however, began in a paradoxical situation; anti-nuclear and disammament movement was

growing in international arena, but domestically authoritarian regime strengthened anti-communist and
anti-North stance.

In this situation women's movement approached the defense budget issue, especially in relation
with the welfare budget. This strategy was effective because the public could easily link this political
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isﬂ:etotheirdai\yIﬁe.mey\eamdmtmbudgetwascﬁrewyrelatedtommmﬁonofmeir
children, the tax system, housing and the overall living costs. This approach helped to increase the
public participation in the campaign for the reduction of military spending.

In 1991 groups working for peace joined and formed the "Solidarity for Reduction of Defense
Budget” and organized rallies, campaigns, policy debates, and other programs 10 raise public
awareness on this issue. The Solidarity also has tied 10 provide feasble policy alteratives 1o
gquarantee the quality of life of the public by reducing the defense expenses and using that budget to
social welfare.. We believe this campaign has been effective in raising public understanding on the
structural cause of huge military spending and in providng altemative policies as well.

4-5. Popular Campaign for Peace and Unification

Since 1989 women's movement has campaigned to Stop further construction of nuclear POWer
stations, to withdraw nuclear arsenal and American military forces from the Korean peninsula. We
organized anti-nuciear rallies and collected signatures in opposition 10 the new construction of nuclear
powerplanBaIﬁmdeaImsiedurmates.

In 1991 we carried out various activities, induding research, public advocacy, and cuitural events. In
June of the same year we renamed June from “the month of anti-communism” to "the month of
peace.” We prepared a mass rally titled "Women's Forum for Peace” jointly with the Chunkygo, an
unauthorized teachers’ trade union. In the forum we distributed toys for peace, drew cartoons With
cartoonists, and hold an exhibition of pictures as well

in1%3morgaﬁzedamarathonforpeace,inmch250peodetod<panar1drantogetrer.
mmdeﬂlmmUdmwdﬁmﬂsbewmmeammdtMUﬂﬁmﬁmam

peace issues.

Qmerﬁymenﬁ]u'carrpaignismefoodaidtoi\bnhmreans. thyﬂoods,ﬂnfoodsituationin
the North rapidly deteriorated. FutherrrorB,eoorormmﬁundionarﬂdemeasedtrademmomer
countries has made the situation worse. KWAU launched its first food aid campaign in 1996 and
delivered 58 milion won to the Red Cross. In 1997 the Women Making Peace and thirty organizations
in affifiaion with KWAU carried out the "Let's Share Rice and Love" campaign and collected 77 million
won (from April 14 to June 11). This campaign is ONQOINgG. Despite various interferences by the
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goverrmen;ltjr;e food aid.czmpgigj is becoming more and more popular. We sincerely hope that this
campaign be a tuming point in melting down the hatred and distrust between the divided nation

5. Conclusion

Korean women have fought for gender equality, democratization and unification of Korea
prg_wsls we have worked together with civil organizations sharing the same objectiv il
Iur_wmcanon. We have developed strategies to make our messages delivered most e;fecf ZI iohivry
joined hands with international organizations as well. We are open to leam form wzn'ina:: :lh:

counties who have gone through sodial , ,
_ tumoil and conflicts. We want to i
: exchange
wisdom to be prepared for the unification of Korea and minimize the probl experiences and

| believe it is high time for women t
0 strengthen i ' idari
' " engthen the international solidarity for the peace of the
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How unification affected women’s life - an East German experience

Tatjana Ansbach

| have to thank my Westem colleague, Sabine Berghahn. without her support | would not have
peen able to prepare this information at short notice. . .
To start with, | would like to tell you a litle about life in GDR. There never Was unemployments
whoever wanted it did in fact find a job. Consequently, most women Wwere employed. In the late
80es the female employment rate Was 91.2% (including studerts).

9% of the children between 3 and 6 went to kindergarten, 80% of children between 1 and 3 had
a place in a creche. Over B0% of the school children up to an age of 10 or 11 were looked after in
aftemoon groups. Fees for these institutions as well as for holiday camps of hobby groups for
children were of a merely symbolic character. ' |

meenhadonepayedfreedaypermnmfortaldngcareofmeirmusems. Special courses

| ficati ized all over.
for professional qualification for women were organi ‘

A one year break after giving birth 10 a child was payed by the govemment (aporoximately 70% of
the wage eamed before) and retaining the job was guaranteed. If children were ill, one of the parerts
was allowed paid leave up 0 six weeks per year. | |

lesmﬁswrynudﬂiketamngofparadse. Yet,itwasnot,formmndid bear:herrmn
burden of the household.  Sociclogical investigations of thet time indicate that women did 75% of the
homework. (By the way, such investigations in the 80es showed, that this was much less true for the
younger generation.) |

Therefore, or\eoanmytratmnenhadcﬂenmjobs—oneatwommdmatm@. Many
wrenmmedtoﬁndsormoormmse—towkpanﬂme. But this was nearly impossible
because of ruling reguiations. . . e

| assume that this is the main reason why in GDR in the prevailing social or economic hierarchy
top positions were, as a rule, occupied by men. In the Politbureau of the Communist Party (SED),

mmmsmeoemgofajﬂpomrsm:cxwes.therewereomwwommm Only 4% of the general

rnanagersofthelarg&ﬁerﬂerpﬂ%werefemle. il |
But still, looking back today, one has to state that women's life situation has changed dramat:ﬂ;

after unification. ()ﬂymmnyofﬂmdoumiemtasﬂtvwnndﬂMrseﬁ—&deanwsdetem
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by their economic independence and that employment was part of their personality. Working was a
way of realizing one's own identity. If | were asked "what is the best | can say about my life in
GDR’, | would answer:| never was forced to choose between family and work. | am unmarried
mother, my son was Very often ill, and still 1 could develop myself in scientific work. And | never had
the impression that my son was suffering from my engagement in science.

| shall try to draw a picture on what women's world in Germany now looks like: Women are the
first to be fired and the last to be hired. Therefore, their part in unemployment is twice as high as
unemployment of men.  Women understood that this is due to the fact that it is they who give birth fo
children and who are supposed to take care of the family. This is certainly one of the reasons of the
dramatic breakdown of birth rates after unification. Numbers of children per woman at the age of
being able to give bith in East and West Gemany are significant. In 1985 (five years before
unification) one woman in the East 0.80 chidren. This is less than half of the number of 1985. In
the meantime the birthrate in the East again rose a little, but it is still far from the number reached in
the West. ;

At the same time, the wish for having children did not decrease. A hammonic family life, children
and good friends are high-ranking values now as before.

These new realities did not change the aftitude of women. It is much to the surprise of those
who expected a quick adaptation of Eastern people to the Westem way of life that today still only 5
% of East German women believe that being a housewife is something worth to strive for.

It is not so easy to understand why women admitted those things to happen. | see some main
reasons:

1. Social rights in GDR were presented like a gift by "father State”. They were not accompanied
by adequate political rights, neither in general nor for women in particular. Women had not fought for
them, they just enjoyed them. - But social rights without polifical rights cannot last (the opposite is true
as well, of course). Women were caught by surprise by the developments and they had not suitable
organizations to counter the new conditions.

In 1989 a new women's organization was founded, the Unabhangiger Frauenverband. This
organization participated very actively in the process of political transformation, but soon after unification
it lost its previously large echo. The women's organization shared a common destiny with many other
"pioneers” who were not prepared for the- changes to come, who had no concepts, who were not
strong enough to encounter the absolutely strange structures prevailing in the West.
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zmacﬂwstsoftrepditjca!evemsmntedtorefonnlheGDH.thevdidnotwmtogvemt‘he
very existence of the state. But most of the East Germans decided otherwise.  They wamed‘qwck
unification with West Germany. By the way, manipulation of moods worked well. Everybody in my
country remembers, that the Westem Chancelior Kohl promised "blooming landscapes”. He told East
German voters that voting for his party - the Christian Democrats — would mean voting for those who
dispose of the money needed 10 culiivate these "blooming landscapes”. And this was, what_ many
people wanted. They wanted 10 live in a world looking like Western advertising as they knew it from

TV' van

Thus, waiting for "blooming landscapes” many people did no longer think about political structures,
about economic structures and So. o

Under such circumstances people (indluding women) were not able to defend their rights or to fight

for more and better rights.

3. Unification of two different States would have been 2 marvellous chance to reform the society,
toiookfortotailynewsdtmom,tobeopenformwideas. But this would presuppose that equal
pamersaresmingmﬁﬂetaﬂe,ﬁelhihdﬂmarereadytoemﬂmmeirmnsystermam!o
leamn from each other. But the West was not prepared to change anything.

This did not only apply to politicians. Nbstpaﬂdﬂepopdaﬂonofwweerrmwddnotﬂ‘irk
that life there would have to change, too. Therefore,mezewasmbastsforrraldngmeofﬂis
opportunity to bring fundamental changes into the people’s life.

4 The Westem economic (poliical, legal..) system was simply extended to the territory and
people of the GDR. Effectivﬁyisa'eoftmnainadvantagesdmewaemsystemasuajmdby
politicians and main stream media. Irﬂeed,narkeieawumismeeﬁecﬁvetntmofproﬁt@
centrally planned economies. Eﬂecﬁﬂtybeca:mavalueinrtseﬁandpeoplebelievedlneoonmc

ivity like in a God.
eﬁe:nwzﬁﬁveemnuﬁ%needﬁeﬂbiev.odcerswfncanmmrmdatawtirm.lumtranm'eed
upon and SO On. In other words: exploitable workers. ltistheeomorricsystemmmirrdieshi_gh
efﬁdmcymﬂeomtaﬂdﬁmtfeoﬂerhammkesnmearﬂmdfﬁantomm

and care for the family.
em?:y:vmopirion,nisﬁmﬁmmmmmmmrHMeﬁmnwisremNMan
inportantvaluetrﬁiallomervaiu%mtoa.badnatetoit. ‘ |
msqwetionisnotdswssedplﬂidyineemany. But | believe that without answering this
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question the emancipation of women will be impossible.

5. Technically, the unification of both German States was made by extending the Westem legal
system to East Germany. The pretext for that was the necessity of a speedy unification. But with
the Western law we inherited all those noms and regulations which worsen women's situation.

Formal equality in rights in fact is unequality, of course. Women need special rights for the
purpose of having the same chances. GDR law incuded some of such rules (although by far not
enough), Western law does not. Of course, there are some exceptions. Most of the countries of the
Federal Republic of Gemmany have laws providing for the preferential recruiing of women in public
services if they are equally capable as their male competitors for a job. But those laws do not work
wel.  One of the reason is that the superior European law regards this approach as discriminatory.
And | believe that such laws, if implemented, can move something, but they do not change the core
of the issue.

Having analyzed some of the reasons for the disappointing developments in the filed of women's
rights one question remains to be answered: Was there any reciprocal inspirafion between women
from the East and from the West? Again, the answer is rather frustrating. The relations between
both parts of the female population can best be described as not-understanding each other.

To make clear what | mean I'll give you an example of my own experience: The event took place
in the University where | used to work. After unification the number of women professors decreased
by 50%. But suddenly some money appeared for the purpose of the promotion of women. The
president of the university Frau Prof. Durkop asked all women professors to meet with her and to
discuss the question how to use the money. Amongst the women attending the meeting were half
Eastem and: half Western. And looking at the proposals mede you coud easly judge whether this
was on Eastern or a Western point of view. First proposal was to employ a professor dealing with a
feminist criticism of sciences. Second proposal was to employ a professor dealing with problems
concerning women especially. Third proposal was to employ a professor in the field of natural
sciences, because in this field women are dfill more undemrepresented than in other fields. Fourth
proposal was to take the money to allow women to work longer on of their theses. Eastem
participants did not understand the first proposal. They regarded that to be crazy. Western participants
thought that the fourth proposal was unrealistic. (I myself refused to take part in this discussion
because | regarded this money as a smple alibi after having made the university a mainly male
institution.)

To me it seems that women in Westen Germany think that change has to start in the heads of
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people, whilst women in the East believe that change has to start in economic conditions.

Women in the West speak about the feminization of language. This is something difficut ar'z
imagine in English, but in German language it is easy 10 make differences between heheacher
shefteacher helworker and she/worker and so On. AnothertopicinWesternoﬁscussonlsaquota
system. Worren demand that (at least in public senvices) women should be employed on a
preferential basis, as long as they are underrepresented. i

Women in the East discuss questions of kindergartens, creches and SO ON. They.wan .
needs to be taken into account at their place of work. Especially the ‘iatter demand is something
mmm%mtﬁtintomeeoononicsyslemandrm,merefore,mba&sarmngstW&etemmnm

hmjdben‘arvellowﬁboﬁndminoommwomdbeamrﬂlshed. Both are important.
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