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In recent days Korean civil society organisations have raised concerns on the situation of
freedom of expression in the country and have worked on the promotion and protection of

freedom of expression at the national, regional and international levels.

In connection with these issues, I officially visited the Republic of Korea in May 2010 as
UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection on the right to freedom of opinion
and expression, during which I met with public officials and different sectors of the society,

specially with press, and received information raising the concern on the situation of freedom



of expression and in particular the use of criminal law to limit this freedom in the case of pro-
fessional journalists as well as bloggers and citizen journalists using social media to express
their information or opinions.

Access to public information and freedom of expression are essential to maintain transpar-
ency and combating corruption in any democratic society, and therefore, this type of commu-
nication or any criticism of public policies or public officials should never be limited with the
use of criminal law.Any prosecution has as well an intimidating and chilling effect in other

journalists.

I submitted my report on the visit to Korea to the 17" session of the UN Human Rights
Council in 2011 in which I included a series of recommendations to State Authorities some
of which I had presented personally at the end of the official visit. Among these recommenda-
tions, I raised a concern for the need to analyze national legislation that may restrict freedom
of expression and that should be reformed to make it in accordance to international standards

of Human Rights and in particular of freedom of expression.

This new report is an effort by Human Rights activists, lawyers and academics to further
analyze restrictions of freedom of expression in the Republic of Korea and forward new rec-
ommendations to the National Assembly, the Government, and the Judiciary. I believe the
Korean State authorities should pay attention to these recommendations which are in line
with the UN recommendations and should set in motion public policies that would implement
those recommendations.I expect that the recommendations from the report will contribute to
removing obstacles to the enjoyment of freedom of expression and furthermore, will lead to

the expansion of freedom of expression in the country.

It is for me an essential principle that the most democratic societies are those that allow the
broadestlevel of freedom of expression and enjoy a diverse and pluralistic free press with no
censorship, which gives citizenship a higher degree of participation and allows for stronger

and safest nations.

Frank La Rue

The UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression
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clarification on its position with regard to the protection of national security and its application of the powers entrusted to it. The Special
Rapporteur learned, however, that officers of the Agency for National Security Planning are apparently in a position to put pressure on
persons who are arrested, charged or convicted for statements considered criminal under the National Security Law,

The Government of the Republic of Korea is strongly encouraged to repeal the National Security Law and to consider other means,
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in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to protect
its national security.
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