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3/F., Choyang Bldg., Galwol—dong, Yongsan-gu,
140-150, Seoul, KOREA
Tel: (822)-715- 9185 / Fax (822)-715-9186

To: Fermrermeke=ornS.
fax: (41-22)-740-1145
From: Yu Eun-Suk, [Sarangbang] Center for Human Rights
c/o KOREA NGOs Coalition for the Rights of the Child
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. NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child-

Groupe des ONG pour la Convention relative aux droits de I'enfant
Grupo de ONGs para la Convencion sobre los derechos del nifio

/n?"l!L'w’ L’Lc'”é]%_ (1}' A\I—/

TELEFAX

TO: Ms. Eun-Suk Yu

FAX: 00822-715-9186
FROM: Laura Theytaz-Bergman
FAX: +41-22-740-1145

DATE: February 29, 1996

Dear Ms. Yu:

Thank you very much for your fax of February 16th with regards to the |
National Commitiee on the Rights of the Child. | have submitted a copy of

your letter to the Secretary of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

She will distribute it to the members of the Committee for their
consideration during their next session in May.

i.
Thank you very much for drawing our attention to this discrepancy. |

Best regards,

L&wa.

~ Laura Theytaz-Bergman _
CRC/NGO Liaison Officer ‘ J
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Secretariat: NGO Group, clo OC1, P O, Box 88, CH-1211 GENEVA 20, Switzedand
Tel [+41 22} 734 0558 - Fax: [+41 22 740 1145
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-JGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child’
~ Groupe des ONG pour la Convention relafive aux droiis de P'enfant
'rupo de ONGs para la Convencion sobre los derechos del nino

TELEFAX
TO: Ms. Yu Eun-Suk
cC: Mr. Lee Seong-hoon

FAX: 00822-715-9186
FROM: Laura Theytaz-Bergman
FAX: +41-22-740-1145
DATE: May 2, 1995

Dear Ms. Yu:

Mr. Lee Scong-hoon suggested that | contact vou as coordipator for the
Korea NGO Coalition for the Rights of the Child. [ was pleased to learn
about the formation of a coalition in Korea as they have proved 10 be
very effective in a number of countries. 1 was also happy 1o learn that
the alternative report s nearing completion. The government report has

~ finally been printed and 1 will send you a copy of the official. United

Nations documen! in the mail today.

The NGO Group will be able to provide [unding for one representative of
the coalition to come to Geneva 1o present the report 1o the Commiltee
during its pre-scssiona] working group in October. The working group
will be meeting from  October 16-20 jand | should have the exact date
‘that the report of Korea will be examined by the end of June. The
Committee will spend approximately [Ihree hours during ils working
group examining the report of Korea. The recommended ume for
presentation of the NGO report showld be 15-30 minutes although there
is no real limit. The Commitiee will then hear short presentations  from
Urited Nations agencies (UNICEF, UNHCR, I1LO) who wish to provide the
Committee with information n  their lield of  expertse. All  these
presentations should take no more than an hour which would leave WO
hours for questions and discusston.

If you feel that a slide presentetion would help 1o emphasize your
concerns, we would be happy 0 muke arrangements for a slide projector
to be available. In the past, some NGOs have shown films although these
are usually organized during the funch hour n order not to take up ume

Secretariat: NGO Group, /o DG, F.0. Box 88, CH-1211 GENEVA 20, Swizedand
Tel [+4122) 734 0558 - Fax [+47 22] 740 1145
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during the meeting. This has proven to pe very effective in helping
Committee members understand the reality in a conntry.

Whatever method you choose, be sure to _leave plenty of time for
discussion as this will help the Committee in developing its list of
questions (o be submitted 1o the governmen:. NGO participation in the
working group allows Commitiee members o ask (uestions and acquire
another view of the government report. [t may also help the Committee
o obrain a clear picture as to whether the repor! accuraielv reflects the
reality of the situation of children and alow Committee members 10 set
priorities and to identify controversial issues

I hope that this information has given you some insight as (o the
functioning of the pre-sessional working group. It is a unique procedure
that considers NGOs u> partners in the examination of the government
report. 1 am sure that you will find it 10 be a2 worthwhile endeavor.

Please do not hesitate 10 centact me  should you have any additional
quesnons. I look forward 1o receiving the alternative report  of the

Korean coalition.

Sincerely,

:2)3 e, B ‘1\-‘!\.«8,::1’,‘,5_) Bf.l%'(ruc_,"ro

Laura Theytaz-Bergman
Coordinator
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'SARANGBANG,
Centre for Human Rights, Korea

3/Fl. Joyang Bldg. 71-12 Kalwol-Dong Yongsan-Gu, Seoul 140-150, Korea
TEL: 8-2-715-9185 FAX: 82-2-715-9186

FACSIMILE COVER SHEET
To: Ms. Erina White

From: Eun-Suk Yu, [Sarangbang] Center for Human Rights
c/o0 KOREA NGOs Coalition for the Rights of the Child

Date: February 16, 1996
DESTINATION FAX NO.: (41-22) 740-1145
Total number of pages including cover page: 2

If you do not receive all of the pages, or they are not fully legible, please call
me as soon as possible on (82) (2) 715 9185.

Dear Ms. White:

Thank you for sending us the Concluding observations on Korea that have been adopted

by the eleventh session of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. The Korea
NGOs Coalition for the Rights of the Child has distributed the paper to our member
NGOs, and circulated to the press for press release.

The reason 1 am writting this letter is to inform you of a shocking news. The Human
Rights Daily New which Sarangbang publishes five times a week has discovered that
Korean government has lied about the formation of ‘The National Committee on the
Rights of the Child’ during the review by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child,

When we received the report, we were curious to find the UN Committee on the Rights of
the Child welcoming “the recent establishment of the National Committee on the Rights

Of the Child" (Concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child
Republic of Kor

rea, B.4) So, The Human Rights Daily New did a little investigation of its
: O¥n, and found out that it was just a hoax.
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Following are what The Human Rights Daily News discovered. The Korean government
contended that the National Committee on the Rights of the Child was formed on August

1995 comprising of related government organ and the NGOs such as Red Cross, Unicef,

research institutes, universities, press, Child Protection Agency. Its functions are to
educate, to pressure government to enforce the convention, and to coordinate between

the government and the NGOs on comply with the convention.

However, the National Committee was never born. On August 1995, ‘Unicef Korea’
(Secretary: Dong-En Park) invited ten professionals who participated in governmental
and NGO reports and had a dinner together. According to Mr. Park, "We invited those
professions because we felt that the non governmental organizations need to stand up to
protecting rights of child,” and said that "we neither elected a chairperson, nor have any |
projects, but after that meeting we had a plan of forming a committee.” This clearly ‘
proves that there was no National Committee, and the Korean government used the

dinner party to its advantage.

We regret that we have to report this. Please inform this finding to the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child,

Sincerely yours,




SARANGBANG Center for Human Rights

3/F., Choyang Bidg., Galwol-dong, Yongsan-gu,
140-150, Seoul, KOREA
Tel: (822)-715-9185 / Fax: (822)-715-9186

To: Laura Theytaz-Bergman, c/o NGO Group for the CROC,
Fax: (41-22)-734-0558
From: LEE Seong-Hoon, c/o Sarangbang Center for HR / KOHRNET

Dear Ms. Laura, April 29, 1995

Greetings from Seoul! Hope that you are fine. Thank you very much for your letter
dated April 25, 1995. I was very happy to have received your letter as I was about to
wtite to you to follow up the matter.

Since you first wrote a letter addressed to Ms. Chang on December 20, 1994, several
NGOs interested in the rights of the child in Korea have met four times to discuss how
to prepare an alternative report. As a result, on March 15 1995, (when I was in
Geneva) the Korea NGOs Coalition for the Rights of the Child was formally formed
as Sarangbang Center for Human Rights suggested. The Colition is composed of about
20 NGOs and the Sarangbang Center is responsible for coordination work.

The first draft of about 30 pages prepared by about 10 experts are now reviewed and
edited. The final draft will be ready during the middle of May and will be translated
into English by the end of May. We believe that it will be submited to the Committee
and you early June.

That's the information I got from Ms Yu Eun-Suk, a responsible coordinator who
belongs to Sarangbang Center. As I explained, the KOHRNET is composed of 9
Human Rights NGOs but not all the member organizations are working on the rights of
the child. Instead, 4 member organizations including Sarangbang Center are committed
to the project. Therefore I would suggest to you to communicate with Ms Yu from
now on. Of course I will try my best to facilitate the communication whenever
necessary.

As you said before, I presume that your organization will pay for one ticket and
acommodation during the pre-sessional working group to be held from October 16 to 20,
provided that our alternative report is submitted by July 1, 1995.

One question: we are wondering how much time will be given to us for presentation of
our report and what could be creative and 'impressive’ ways of presenting the report.
Do you have any idea or advice? Do you think that slide presentation or other
instrument is possible and more effective? Thank you very much for your kind support
and cooperation. I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely,

LEE Seong-hoon
For Ms Yu Eun-suk, KOREA NGOs Coalition for the Rights of the Child
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December 20, 1994

Ms. Soh Young Chang

KOHRNET

Sarabang Center for Human Rights and International Solidarity
4F Kiwon Bldg.

404 Hangangro 2-ka Yongsan-ku

Seoul 140-012

Republic of Korea

Dear Ms. Chang:

Ms. Rachel Brett of Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers)
suggested that I contact you. As you may already know, the
government of the Republic of Korea, as a State Party to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, has submitted its initial report to the
Committee on the Rights of the Child. The Committee is due to review
this report during its pre-sessional meeting in October 1995. During this
review, the Committee will take into account all pertinent written
information that can be obtained from non-governmental sources.

As Coordinator of the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, I am responsible for ensuring that the Committee on the Rights of
the Child receives specific, reliable and objective information that deals
with all the different areas covered by the Convention in order for the
Committee to effectively monitor the implementation of the Convention.
The preparation of "alternative reports" by NGOs or coalitions of NGOs
has been found to be a useful tool in ensuring that the Committee
receives the necessary information.

Rachel mentioned that alternative reports had been prepared in the past
for other treaty bodies and thought that member organizations of
Kohrnet may be interested in preparing a report on the situation of
children in the Republic of Korea for the Committee on the Rights of the
Child. To this end, I have enclosed a copy of the government report for
your consideration and a guide on the preparation of NGO information.
Please feel free to distribute the report to any interested organizations.

Secretariat: NGO Group, c/o DCI, P.O. Box 88, CH-1211 GENEVA 20, Switzerdand
Tel.: [+41 22) 734 0558 « Fax: [+41 22] 740 1145
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TELEFAX

TO: Ms. Yu Eun-Suk
FAX: 00822-715-9184%
FROM: Taurs 2y

FAX:
DATE: July 12, 1965

Dear Ms. Yu:

Thank you very much for the supplementary report of tne Korsa NGO
Coalition to the report of the Repubiic of Korea on the .wplementaton of
the Convenuon of the Righis of the Child which wos received on July
11th. The reporr has been delivered 1o the Ceater for Human Rights
who will ensure its distnbution 10 the members of she Cummittee on - the
Rights of the Child.

I have recommended that the Commitiee invile the orea NGOG Coalition

to participate tn the working pgroup meenng scheduled {07 Wednesday,

November 22 from 10:00-1:00 in order o provide it with addinonal
Sinformation. Or  answer questions  arsing  from

4L

he written  nformation.
Should this be the case, the NGOG Grovp would be abie o provide fundiag
for one representattve of the Korea NGO Coahbion 1o. attend  the
Commitiee meeting (airfare 0 Ceneva,  four mghts  hoici  and  mneats).
lavitations 1o cuend the meenng will be ssurd  Jdunspg  the month  of
September.

I will contact you as soon as ! receive confirmation of this invitadon. In
the meantime. please do not hesitale 10 conmluct e shoutd yOou need  an)
additional 1nfoimarion.

Best Wishes,

Howna. vtua.mé\ ‘61%«'-‘«(.::‘1-\.‘

Laura Theyraz- Bergman
Coordinator
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ELEFAX

TO: Ms. Yu Eun-Suk
AX: 00822-715-9186
ROM:  Annemieke Wolthuis
FAX: +41-22-740-1145

ATE: October 20, 1995

Dear Ms. Yu,

-hank you for the letters of October 17 and today and the accompaying
information.

i is difficult to plan informal meetings with Committee members on forehand.

ften they gre willing to meet while they are in the UN. On Monday the 20th or
uesday the 21th there probabiy will time during the lunch break or after the
session to arrange a short meeting. Therefore when you arrive we can check

.ith the members. The Centre for Human Rights suggests that you meet with Ms.
arta Santos Pais and Mr. Swithun Mombeshora, who are designated "experts" on

South Korea. | spoke this morning with Ms. Marta Santos Pais and she is willing
.|!n

meet you on Tuesday the 21th, which we can verify when you are here. The
ly member of the Committee from your region is Ms. Flora Eufemio from the

qhiiippines who might aiso be available.
f

ease find attached a short summary cf the members of the Committee, which
il give you a better idea of whom you would like to meet. It is not sure if they
] will be present during the pre-sessionai working group. Previous meetings
.r:ve been heid with only five to seven members attending. )

ck forward to receiving your arrival dates.

-ncereiy,
=

Anngmieke Wolthuis

Secratariat: NGO Group, cio G, P.0. Box 88, CH-1211 GENEVA 20, Swizerang
Tel.: [+41 22) 734 0558 - Fax. {+4122) 740 1145 ~
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hort Summary
embers of the Committee on the Rights of the Child

-s. Hoda Badran, Egypt, 1991-1997*

* Member, Committee cn the Rights of the Child

- Professor of Social Research and Community Participation, School of Social Work, Univarsity
of Helwan, Cairo

- Former Secretary-General, National Council for Childhood and Motherhoad

Akila Belembaogo, Burkina Faso, 1991-1999

* Chair-person, Committee on the Rights of the Child
* Special Advisor to the Economic and Sociai Council
* Former Minister for Sacial Action and the Family

» Founding member of the Burkina Faso NGO Association for the Protaction of Chiidren |

- Flora Eutemio, Philippines, 1991-1997

* Vice-Chairporson, Committee on the Rights of the Child
. ’ Oﬂicer-ilg-charge. Councii for the Weifare of Children

* Former Undersecretary for Attached Agencies (National Council for the Welfare of Disabled
Persons, Department of Social Welfare and Develo

pment) and International Relations,
. Department of Sacial Welfare and Development

Thomas Hammarberg, Sweden, 1991-1999

* Vice-Chairgerson, Committee on the Rights of the Child
* Economist, teacher, journalist

* Swedish Ambassador for Child Aftairs 7

* Former Secretary-Genaral Radda Barnen (Swedish Save the Children) and former Secratary-
General of Amnesty International

.. Judith Karp, Israel, 1995-1999

|
~ Member, Committee on the Rights of the Child ' |
* Deputy Attorney General of israel concentrating on legislation and policy co-ordination in the

areas of juvenile deiinquency and the welfare and the rights of children

‘ * Served as Director of the Department of Public Legisiation of the Israeli Ministry of Justice

Yuri M, Kolosov,

Russian Federation, 1991-1999
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Ms. Sandra Prunella Mason, Barbados, 1391-19_99

year of election and end of term

9.10.1995

« Member, Committee on the Rights of the Child

« Teacher, lawyer and Magistrate of district and family courts in Barbados
- Former her country’s ambassador 1o Venezuela and Colombia

Swithun Mombeshora, Zimbabwe, 1991-1997

* Member, Committee on the Rights of the Child

* Minister of State for Local Government, Rural and Urban Development

* President's parsonal representative to the Planning Commission on the Worid Summit for
Children

Marta Santos Pais, Portugal, 1991-1997

* Rapporteur, Committee on the Rights of the Child

* Adviser in the Office of Documentation and Comparative law
* Lecturer, Faculty of Law, International University of Lisbon

Marilia Sardenbaerg, Brazil, 1991-1997

* Vica-Chairperson, Committes on the Rights of the Child
+ Consulate General of Brazil in Rotterdam, the Netherlands
« Formé Executive Co-ardinator to the Office of the Secret

ary-General of the Brazilian -
Ministry of External Relations, Brasilia, Brazil
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