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Tolb yrie Proposals Presented to the Asia-Pacific Conference

VINDNA ALSTRIA on Human Rights
JUNE 1993

Korea NGOs' Network for The UN World Conference on Himan Rights

#207 2/f Changlim B/D, Yoksam-Dong, Kangnam-Ku, Seoul 135-080, Korea
(Tel 82-2-567-2316, Fax 82-2-568-3439)
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What is KONUCH?

The Korea NGOs’ Network for the UN World Conference on Human
Rights or KONUCH was formed on 7 January 1993, in order to coordinate
a joint participation and activities of Korean NGOs at the Conference
scheduled to be held in Vienna, Austria in June 1993. So far 8 nationwide
organizations and human rights activists have joined and worked for
KONUCH. It is expected to establish itself as a permanant and unique
network of human rights NGOs in South Korea after the WCHR.

KONUCH is planning to attend the Asia Regional Conference in Bangkok
and thereafter the Vienna Conference, with all the pertinent papers and
formal recommendations ready. At the conference venue, KONUCH will
present video works, hold musical events and other exhibitions and
distribute publicity booklets for the NGO Forum and parallel activities.

KONUCH welcomes these opportunities and will work for a better
coordination amongst Asian and the Pacific NGOs as well as others from
different parts of the world in joint efforts to improve the existing UN
human rights mechanisms and put forward an alternative plan for a new
people’s world order that would abide by principles of participatory
democracy, justice, equality, freedom and peace.

Chairperson Mr. Hong Sung-woo (attorney at law)
Chief Executive Mr. Chun Jung-bae

Proposals of KONUCH

* New Horizons for Better Protection of Human Rights : Proposals for Improving the United Nations

*Development and Human Rights in Asia and the Padfic

+ Recommendations for Bangkok Declaration :

. PropmforNGOParaJlelAcﬁ»iﬁestobeCondudedJoinﬂyby!\iGOsinAsiaandthePaoiﬂc
~ during the World conference on Human Rights in Vienna

* Suggestions on the Corfort Women Issue in Asia : the Storles of Unutierable Sufferings
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Member Organizations — KONUCH

1. Minbyun (Lawyers for a Democratic Society)

Founded on May 28, 1988

Address : Rm, 404, Hyundai Officetel, 1589-8 Seocho-Dong Seocho-Ku, Seoul, Korea
Tel. 82-2-52-7284 Fax. 8-2-52-7285

Person in charge of the WCHR : Mr. Cho, Yong-whan (attomney at law)

2. MinKa-hyup (Family Association for Democracy)
FormadonDec.IZI%asmHRa'gmﬁzaﬁmoffarrﬁlynﬂnbasofmﬁusdyamstedpersms.
Address : 552-7 Chansin 2 Dong, Chongno-Ku, Seoul, Korea

Tel 8-2-763-2606 Fax. 82-2-745-5604

Person in charge of the WCHR : Ms. Nam, Kyu-seon

3. NCCK Human Rights Committee
Founded oh Aprill 11, 1974

Address : Rm, 708 Christian Building, 136-46 Yonji-Dong, Chongno-Ku, Seoul, Korea
Tel 8-2-716402083 Fax 82-2-744-6189

Pa’sonind:argeofﬂneWCPmIRev.Shin,Selmg-xrin

4. The Catholic Human Rights Committee
Founded on Nov. 4, 168

Address : Iisim Building 3/f, Mia 2 Dong 762-21, Tobong-Ku, Secul, Korea
Tel. 82-2-945-6447 Fax 8-2945-1239
Pesoninchargeofﬂ)eWCPthr.}GmHylmg-tae(attomeyatlaw)

5. The Buddhists’ Committee for Human Rights

Founded on Nov. 20, 1990

Address : Cho—ke Temple, 45 Kyunji-Dong, Jongno-Ku, Seoul, Korea
Tel 8-2-725-0452

Gen. Secretary : Mr. Seo Dong-sug

6. Korea Woman’s Associations United
Founded on Peb. 17, 1987

Address : 1-23, Jeo-Dong, Jung-Ku, Seoul, Korea
Tel 8-2-738-2883 Fax 2-2-72-9244

23 affiliates

Gen. Secretary : Ms. Na Young-hee

7. Korea Council for the Women Drafted for Sexual slavery by Japan
" Founded on Nov. 16, 1990

AdhessIRm&E,C}ﬁsﬁanBLﬁlcﬁng,ngmSGa.Jm-KnSeaﬂ,Km
Tel 8-2-763-9633  Fax 82-2-763-9634

20 affiliates

Co-representative : Ms. Lee Hyo-chae (Professar)

8. Workers’ Joint Committee for the Ratification of ILO Conventions and Revision of Labor Laws
Founded on Oct. 8 1991

Address : Rm. 1802, Press Center, 1-5 Taepyuong-No, Chung-Ku, Seoul, Korea

Tel 8-2-T9-T285~6 Fax 8-2-735-340
Zhackmﬁmnationalcmta'sarﬂZnaﬁonallabormvarmtag.
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NEW HORIZONS FOR BETTER PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS :
PROPOSALS FOR IMPROVING THE UNITED NATIONS MECHANISM

1. Introduction

The United Nations, since its founding, has worked to promote and protect human rights in the warld through
adopting numerous resolutions, recommendations, conventions and spedific activities. Much of the magnificent
advancerrent in the field of human rights owe to these warks of the UN. In particular, the universality and
indivisihility of human rights are now accepted as the basic principles to be observed and respected by all
states and peoples all over the world However, the achieverments of the UN in the field of human rights can
not mislead our attention from many shortcomings and problems in its instruments, mechanisms and
procedures. The UN human rights system as a whale, which can be said to be a memorable milestone of
struggle toward human dignity of all humen being have many difficulities and obstacles to be reexamined,
amended, restructured and overcome.

We, the South Korean human rights organizations would like to pant out what we feel are problems and
meke a few proposals in spite of our much limited experience. We sincerely hope our proposals would serve
as reference materials at this Conference where the obstacles in the UN human rights system and activities
are assessed and evaluated and propose some recammendations.

2. Need for a System to Compel Universal Ratification of Human Rights Treaties

There are many states in the wordd and especially in Asia which still do not respect the rights to life,
physical integrity and the minimum level of living standards. These states remain members of the international
community without ratifying or acceding to the principal human rights treaties, including the International
Covenant on Givil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Convention
on the Elimination of All Farms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on the Elimination of All Farms of
Discrimination against Wamen and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, all of which set up the basic
standards of human rights and are accepted as minimum common norm of our intemational community. The
UN has urged all states to ratify and give accession to the human rights treaties through many resolutions
and recommendations of the General Assembly, EOOSOC and the Commission on Human Rights But the
impact generated by such efforts of the UN on these states is quite minimal

We do believe that the states which ignore and vidlate the universal standards of human rights must be
assumed to have failed to fulfil their duties and responsibilities to their peoples as well as to the international
commumity, whether such vidlation of human rights are committed under the name of national security or on
other grounds. Therefore, the UN World Conference on Human Rights and this Conference must urge and
request all states to ratify and accede to all principal human rights treaties including the above-mentioned
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ones without any reservation and to revoke immediately all reservations, declarations, notifications and/or
objections restricting the scope of these treaties. At the same time, the World Conference must come up with
a system that will effectively and properly force every state to ratify or accede to such treaties. The universal
ratification of the human rights treaties by all states would be the first step toward a global guarantee of
human rights.

3. Duties of the UN Member States and the State Parties to the Treaties

Even in the states that have ratified all or part of the human rights treaties, it cannot be said that the human
rights standards stipulated in them are being properly observed and respected Same states have ratified the
human rights treaties not because they gemuinely want to protect human rights and freedoms, but because of
diplomatic ‘and political camouflages. Peoples under their jurisdictions are neither well informed of ther
governments’ ratification of human rights treaties nor the details of the internationally accepted human rights
standards. Moreover, distartion, by the judicial authorities, of these human rights normms which leads to the
ignorance or restriction of rights and freedoms thereunder are not rare.

Therefore, first, every member state of the UN and the state party to the human rights treaties should inform
impaxieofUNr&oluﬁmsranmgxhﬁmswmnmgmmdgimﬂfddaﬂsdﬂEandghm
treaties and the fact of their caming into force. Considering that the media in some states are reluctant to pay
voluntary attention to human rights issues, the UN should develop publicizing channel going directly to the
people. Secondly, the UN should request all member states to establish at least one UN Information and
Rmm%m.mmwmnﬂmavﬂﬂemaﬂdﬁmeﬂmaﬂyvﬁmdmdghsViolaﬁons
mﬂﬂﬁrrdaﬁv&s,hnmndgh&xﬁﬁismﬂhwa&ﬂeUNdnmaﬁsaﬁmmnﬂaﬂsmﬁng

Thirdly, a handbook explaining the UN humen rights mechanisms and activities, relevant standards and
provisions of the treaties in the field of humen rights should be written and published by the UN. Every
member state should translate and put this book in the offidal curriculum to educate students of all levels,
]awyersarﬂhwalidngctﬁdalsﬂﬁsmblkedmﬁmsystﬂnwﬂlmmﬁfrdmmmms'atmrmts
to justify human rights infringements by distortion of the infernational humn rights norms.

4. Some Issues on the UN Human Rights Mechanisms

A. 1503 Procedure of the Commission on Human Rights

Inl%landl%&SaﬂxKaeawas&xbjectmt}Emnsidﬂaﬁmdﬂmeanﬁssionm}hmnRightswm
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities decided to forward the case
inﬂntScx@Kumwasmﬂae”simaﬁmwfﬁdlameartorevmlaoumistaﬁpananofgmssviolaﬁmof
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human rights.” However, during this period while the Korean people were struggling desperately against the
military government to win their human dignity, almost all of them were unaware of the fact. If they had
known the Commission’s action, they would have been greatly encourged Even though we recognize that
wﬁ@@dﬂmﬁcmmw@mﬂﬂaﬂwh&iﬁmw@nhmﬁgh&mﬂm
in principle, details of the UN activities should be made known to public in due course. The UN human rights
mechanisms should focus on encouraging and supporting the people who are struggling for hurren rights, with
ma@eﬂimsinﬂlatﬂ)etﬂﬁmtesoluﬁmof}mmndghtsxmblmcanaﬂybesolvedbytfepeode
fighting for it. In view of this, the near total confidentiality of this procedure must be revised to establish the
openness within a certain scope.

B. The Human Righst Committee

Among the various human rights treaty monitoring bodies, the Human Rights Committee, estahlished under the
International Covenant on Givil and Pulitical Rights, has been camrying out most significant role. The
Committee's examination of govemment reports on the implementation and enjoyment of rights and freedoms
guaranteed by the Covenant, consideration of individual commumnications based on its power under the first
Optional Protocal, and interpretation of substantive contents of the Covenant through general comments have
dayedanixxispmsﬂaleroleinsaﬁngm&emtamﬁonalsmrﬁardsofhmmnﬁghtsmﬁmmm
party to sincerely implement the Covenant. However, this mechanism has some provisions to be reformed.

Fmstofaﬂ,rega:dingﬁmemninaﬁonofgovermmtmts,anmmslnﬂdbedevi%dtompda
concerned government to report truthfully on the real sitation in which the Covenant is implemented and the
related domestic laws and practices are applied. A mechanism to supervise the government to take concrete
steps following the recommendations of the Cammittee is necessary. In case a government report is on the
agenda for review by the Committee, its members should be provided with all the information and materials
on the state’s human rights sitation which have been examined and investigated by every UN machineries.
In order to obtain the most accurate and recent information, not only NGOs with consultative status but also
those working to promote and protect human rights within the state should be permitted to offidially submit
information and reparts to the Committee If necessary, the Committee should conduct its own independent
investigation and gather accurate information The Committee’s meetings to examine the report should be
given a suffident amount of time to prévent them from degenerating into a diplomatic gathering. The NGOs
which have provided refiable information and materials to the Committee should be invited to the meetings as
dmdeaenmbasdﬂeCmmumﬁmﬁymmﬂﬁnﬂyofﬂegmmeﬁve
th&eeNGOssmﬂdbegivmanoppauxﬁtymmtavmearﬂmfcrwaxdﬁﬁrqirﬁmsm&nredy.Ont.he
wﬂhmdﬁesmmmdnﬂdrmtﬁemsmm}malmgwimﬁermmmﬁmssugg&stedby
the Committee’s final comments within a specific period, all of which will make the Committee meetings
concretely contribute to the improvement of human rights situation in the state.
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Secondly, in the course of consideration of individual communication under the Optional Protocdl, whether
examining their admissihility or mest, the concerned government should strictly keep the time limit within
which it can submit its observation or infarmation. During the consideration, the Committee should be able to
hold hearings with both the communicator and the government representative present, in case the Committee
dearsitrmessarymﬁgitofﬂ)enannedﬂemsemﬂreqmstsaf&epamWhatisi:rwtantm&ﬁs
nomineisﬂ&mﬂe%nﬁﬁ&ﬁmkﬂﬁhxmndgh&mﬁeedmsmrkﬂe@vmhavebem
ﬁdated,ﬂedfedofsﬂudaﬁdmm&bes&mgﬂﬁedbymnﬁng&elegaﬂyﬁ:ﬁngfmFmﬂmme,a
programm should be formulated to monitor whether the concerned government reports its corrective measures
within a specified period and such measures are taken in accordance with the Committee’s decision.

’Ihirdly,asystans?mldbekmﬁhﬁaihordﬂmmhﬁdzeas“dddyasmssﬁeﬁnCmnittee’sﬁnal
mmhmtmmmmwﬁmmﬂemmmmﬁmmsmmﬁng
ﬁemﬁicrdaﬁmsﬁxrﬁmdﬂeUNSeaﬁmiaLﬂeaxmmngvmﬂnMdbeodigaimdaxﬂf
final comments and/ar decision on its official bulletin.

C. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Committee on the
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

SrmﬂnhﬂmnﬁanlCovamﬁmEaxmﬁqSodalaMQﬂhnﬂIﬁgﬁsaﬂysﬁmhﬂsmabsuwmﬁ
gradmlo&igaﬁmmimsmmmnymhrdammﬂemw§msmﬂeﬂnhmediamammodigaﬁm
mﬁlﬂyguaranteemxis'ﬂelm,itseffecﬁvamsisgreaﬂquﬁomblehlig}iofﬂ'xeim:ﬁvisfhﬂjtyofme
economic, social and cultural rights from the civil and political rights in particular, the approach under the
ICESCR should be reconsidered. Therefore, a program should be introduced to enforce a certain level of
gtmxtedngﬂlelnmnrightsmﬂlemmiqwialarxiaﬂunalﬁel@evenifitisdfﬁcxﬂttoseta
uniform standard due to the differences of the states in economic development and socio-cultural enviomments,

Tosdwﬂepobhmcumﬁngﬂnl@ﬂ]{ﬁenmmﬂﬁmﬁondﬂn%mdﬁeemh%mm
mm&mmmmmwmmwmmmm&mmm
Cmrduee,ﬁeCmniueeslmldbeaHemmnﬁeagovmmmammmﬁewhxﬁvidml
wmmﬁmﬁasvd&oaﬁinﬁ:ﬁ@ﬁmhﬁglﬁdﬂndmaﬁaisﬁmofﬂnmﬁqsodﬂaﬁaﬂuml
dm&wndu&'smnimﬁmofmmmmmbemmm“ymmﬂmofﬂw
" HRG bt its final decision on individual communications can orly be granted an advisory effect without
legally hinding force.

D. The Enlargement of NGOs’ Consultative Status with Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC)

Mmﬂn%ﬁﬁmammﬂewmﬁmw&sMWmmdmmﬁmewm
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consultative status with BEOOSOC. To get a consultative status with the BOOSOC, NGOs are required to meet
various conditions However, this situation alienates national or regional NGOs from the UN humen rights
bodies and procedures. These NGOs cannot afford to meet the conditions to get consultative status with
BCOSOC because of financial and human resource constraints, although they wark in the nations whose
frequent human rights vidlations draw attention of the UN human rights bodies. This situation prevents the
most accurate and timely information on the certain state fram being delivered to the UN human rights bodies
and procedures. Mareover, the UN human rights actions on a certain state are discussed only at the UN level,
but are not known to the people and the human rights organizations warking in the concerned state.

Therefore, with the expansion of the scope of participation and the role of NGOs in the UN human rights
mechanisirs, categories of consultative status with BOOSOC should be enlarged and diversified For instance,
NGOs which only work within a spedific state should also be granted consultative status to participate as
observers in the deliberations of the UN human rights bodies on their own countries or their areas of concem.

4, Strengthening of the UN Human Rights System in General
A. Special Commissioner for Human Rights

Each hurman rights body must be strengthened and the procedures must be improved, but there is also a great
need to readjust the UN human rights mechansims and system in general and reinforce their functions The
work of the various humen rights bodies that have been too much ted must be readjusted in order to
contribute more effectively to the protection and pramotion of rights. To achieve that end,

the proposal put forth by the Amnesty International and other NGOs to establish a Spedal jonal
Commissioner for Human Rights because we recognize it as a necessary and proper alternative.

The South Korean humen rights organizaions consider the proposals in the Amnesty Internations’s “Facing Up
to the Failures: Proposals for Improving the Protection of Human Rights by the United Nations”(Al Index: IOR
41/16/92) to be very reasonable. We recommend that the human rights organizations and governments in Asia
and the Pacific lend their ears to the proposals and make efforts to realize them

B. The International Court of Human Rights (ICHR)

In order to promote and guarantee human rights globally, the International Court of Human Rights must be
ultimately estahlished. Taking the Jnternational Court of Justice and the Furopean Court of Human Rights as
a reference, the ICHR is expected to function as a judidal mechanism for resalving human rights concerns in
the global context.

The ICHR must be an independent agency composed of human rights experts who are selected by the General
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Assmblybasaimwxédmﬁmofgmgadimlﬂaﬂ&nlbaﬂcgmMsﬂﬁsmmmMmem
hdﬁdml’sﬁgmma}mﬁngwﬁitsmdsimsnustbemgrﬁmdashgaﬂyﬁncﬁngOfcourseanxivisary
mmwmammmmmmmmmmmmmaﬁmofm
guaranteed by the ICCPR, the ICESCR, Convention against Torture, Convention against Racial Discrimination,
andConvmtimagainstI]sairrinaﬁondWmmﬂfoomtnustalsobeab]etomlefcrmpamﬁmsam
recammend other concrete remedies.

’Dliswntmstalsobeabbm}ddcinimljmi&icﬁmmwaraimmﬂaimagainstmnnrﬁty.

Fmaﬂy,ﬂﬁsmtnmthaveﬂnmwmmsarrﬁamammﬂsnhmmmﬂnUNq
rmrrbernationsagainstﬂmenaﬁmsw}ﬁdligmxethem'sckxjsimaa)nﬁmemsaiwslyﬁdatehmm
n'ghtsSwhsmcdmalnfzmesmnimlquexandesxspensimoft}evio]amfswﬁngrigmm&x:UN
for a given period of time.

5. Issue of Establishing a Regional Machinery in Asia and the Pacific

AVariouseffm‘ts,bytheUnitedNaﬁonsandI\X}Osasweﬂ,havebemnﬁdetowardamgionalinter-
governmental human rights mechinery in Asia aﬂymvainSamgaﬁalrmsonsoﬁmdtedfcrﬁEabsam
ofsmhrra:}im'yare:exumcﬁvemityofm,}ﬁstoricalbackgumidwﬁnaﬁmaﬂtmearﬂrdigiaﬂ
v&ywrdexgﬂiﬁmlkﬁa&sofmmﬁﬁhﬂtregioﬁabsamofanygmﬂ@mdagaﬁmﬁmm
wﬂdsa'veasamraﬁalbodyofhmnnﬁghtsmachhm‘;ardhacﬁﬁoralmaitygixmtosodalhmmny
cva*ﬂwirxﬁxﬁtﬁﬂdghtsarﬂﬁeabnn}bwever,ﬂnemtsigrﬁﬁcantfactcrofﬁxelad(ofregiom]hmmn
rightsbodyisﬂmﬂaegovmrmtsintlﬁsaxwarexm'rdmtanttolinitmeectmtofitssovezeigmyin
daeﬁddoflnmnrights:theya:evaymrhmfavcrofmﬁﬁmlstabiﬁtymdewudcdevelqnmtmﬂﬁ
ﬁmﬂekmvmaﬁofmmmdghmﬂfadvuxydhmmdghshasoﬁmbemdeamdammmﬁn
aﬁmmﬁmnﬂmgsdmgovmmAmﬂHfaaawemstMabanisﬂeabwmdmwm
hmmnrightsN}Osmﬂﬁsregimwﬁchwﬂlmnﬁnmxslymmrﬂeadiﬁﬁmofﬂeregionalbody,
dsmmﬁmmﬁmmummmmmmmmmmmmmmm
protection of human rights. Uﬁaﬂwmﬁavombledmmstam&gmnyofﬂuegwummﬂsmﬂﬁsmgim
Wﬁdﬂmeﬁlledﬂmelistofhmmnﬁghtsvidaﬁonsaremteﬂqn:taitoagreemestahlis}ﬁngaregional
human rights body in the foreseeable futire.

B.'Dms,theﬁrst;riodtj;nnstbegivmtotfenaldrgofnmrmegivemvimmmrswithmwﬁmm
@vmmﬁwmmymauaﬁmmmﬁammﬂfmﬁmofmmmamnga
hmﬁmmﬁmhmmmdhmﬁghts&zﬁngmnﬁﬁﬂnfaiﬂm&emmoféngesm
ﬁnmmwhmdg}msmvmﬁmismmdylowmmgﬂtgmMMMagmaImdﬁmﬁm
ofaracc&esimwﬁmemmﬁmswiﬂnnleawmnntmisform:egiamlbody.Int}ﬁsamtext,the
nnvmmtinintamﬁona],regimalas%ﬂasdxrmﬁclevdmmaﬂgovmmtsmﬂﬁsdirecﬁonis
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mya:ﬁmgmﬂymﬁredtoammﬁshmelmgtamobjwiveofregimalrrmhanismand;rota:ﬁonof
hmnnﬁghtsbdngseverdy%inﬂﬁsmgjm

C. Alternative proposal for the regional machinery
(lmleCmgxmsofAsianandﬁ)ePaiﬁcNGOsfoermnﬁg}m
mmmmommmmwmmmmmmmmemam;m
mﬂdﬁkewnoposealtmmﬁv&smrqixnﬂnideacﬁmta—govmtalnndﬁnﬂy.Cmﬁmﬁng(‘haeffons
mmAﬁmgovmmmmmwwmwmmmﬂmhmdg}mhdmﬁngr@m
mdﬁmy,meaﬂAﬁmNGOsﬁnﬂdbegetmﬁtedmdagmﬁmwsdv&movmﬂntmﬁasmm
itisdmrthatweneedapowaﬁﬂml*gm'mmtalmﬁtywhichcanwukeﬁecﬁvdymdaaﬁngmmgaﬂal
hmmﬁgh&imhAﬁasUwrﬁdng&esﬁamgymmrdswhﬂEgmﬂmmmammmﬁm
nﬂwﬁmmﬂas&hng&erdedregianlbodymﬂﬂtbhmof&fmwgovmnmmlmdﬁm.
ﬂﬂefmawgﬂemmmlﬂebyam&lmaﬂmﬁdmmmﬁem%dﬁc(hﬁmm
HmmRighmmsnﬁyaMmadlaaxﬂuﬁmwlmm&E”CmgrmsdAﬁmmﬁﬂrPaiﬁcNGOsf(r
Human Rights.”

(ZmleAsiaPaiﬁcRmmearﬂTminingCamfcr}hmnRigﬂs

Not only for the regional activities but also for the access to the international invalvement, provision of
dacmmtatimamu'ainingpmgmnmfcracﬁvistsinﬂ)emgionslnﬂdbethetopmcxity.erhthehelpand
and Training Center could be established as soon as possible.

D. Short-Term Measures for Long-Term Targets

(DResearch Team for the Regional Machinery
Tomkeaxdxmmfmtegimmlhmandghmm}ﬁmy,mwﬂmnmmmﬂemﬁmmﬁ
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ncrmsarﬂmaxd\ﬁeamﬂu]ataalmImnﬁghtscmvaﬁmmwtabﬁshamgiamlmdﬁnay.Itwillcmslst
dcﬁsﬁngmmmmhﬁyasmﬂacﬁviisﬂn}medaﬁmted&msdv&smhmdgms
(Z)hIHimernuﬁmﬁmOﬁoefa'&)eAsiaPadﬁcI\DOsCmgzms
KAﬁmNG&mhmmmmmmbﬁshﬁf'mw@&eS’,dehmm%mm@ﬁmOfﬁ@
nmtbesetaimmmgeﬁeissmarg@ﬁmnﬁndiﬁmﬁewsasm&nmm,ﬁnnﬁmﬁname,
]ocaﬁmdits}mdquatasmdsomﬂnlntaimCmnwﬁ(zﬁmOfﬁwmybemnmedofﬁE
memﬁvaﬁunmmmmﬂwmbedmmdwmﬂnd&jdkmgaﬁmdﬂe’mm’.
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1. Characteristics of Development in Asia and the Pacific

1.1 Asia and the Pacific is a world region that has experienced one
of the most dramatic social, cultural and political changes in the
20th century. It is a region with many different peoples, cultures

and religions, and, historically, with little regional communications
until very recently.

1.2 Development, in its economic sense only, has been the goal of
society for decades, giving little room for those minorities who
disagreed. The value of human development was replaced with the merit
of increased GNP, the value of competition and efficiency of labour.
Material growth became the ideal and exploitation of natural and human
Iesources was justified under the objective of "national development" .
The objective of "national development", in turn, justified unequal

E MAIA3 Zof?le] &2f/ Zci9le Het xf2E

distribution of wealth and autocratic monopoly of decision making.
In this regard, vertical structures within both the region and the
nation form a coherent whole that has served for static maintenance
of existing social order.

1.3 Towards a rapid development, nationalism was joined with remaining
feudal ideologies, or discriminatory values as to sex, age, race,
family and social status, to form a social hierarchy as a basis of
a labour-organizing and development pattern, which, in Japan and NIEs,
appear to be strikingly similar.

1.4 Nationalistic authoritarian states in Asia and the Pacific, making
full use of the Cold War situation, employed ‘accelerated development’
plan, which inevitably had to accelerate disintegration of traditional
rural communities and uncontrolled urbanization. The economic plan
of the developing countries had to accept the world division of
production, which meant the newly developing countries had to import
the side-effects of the periphery production, too.

1.5 Expansion of military was seen in many countries in the region,
which was also incorporated into the economic structure - defense
industries based on heavy and electronic industries. Tension from
a possibility of war and military exercises were often mobilized when
the developmental strategy is seriously challenged.

1.6 Other side-effects, in social phenomena, included massive
exploitation of young unskilled workers, industrial diseases,
environmental pollution, disoriented mass commercial culture, problems
caused by rapid urbanization such as housing, health, education, family
relations, prostitution, transportation, etc.

1.7 The accelerated development model, however, was not successful
in that it could not narrow the gap between the developed and the
developing countries. Rather, trades and division of production within
this region have taken more and more a structured form with a few
countries at the center and the others in the periphery. A "successful"
economy like the South Korea's has also come to a serious structural
crisis.
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1.8 The continued unequal development in this region stimulated massive
migration of labour from the poorest countries and distorted form
of trades such as sex-tourism and child export.

1.9 Thus, in short, colonial economy and subsequent foreign dependency,
wars, the Cold War and intervention of super-powers, militarization
with strong nationalism, remaining values of feudalism, and rapid
industrialization have been incorporated into a model of development
prevailing in many Asian countries.

1.10 In this regard, it is worthy to reconsider the position of Japan
in shaping the development patterns in Asia and the Pacific. Compared
to other regions in the world, Asia and the Pacific is highly vertical
in its economic relation to Japan. The historical role of Japan onto
many countries in the region before the end of the second world war
cannot be easily ignored in terms of a prospect of more equal
partnership in the regional economy, given the social and economic
basis formulated during the dark period. The post-war settlement within
and without Japan was far from just and adequate, as clearly shown
in the recent case of sexual slavery (Comfort Women) of the Japanese
Army.

 GEELTs ] el

2.1 The Asia-Pacific is the only World Region where no regional human
rights treaties exit yet. It is also a region battered with severe
violations of human rights from numerous wars, state-emergency
measures, internal security controls, developmental authoritarianism,
extra-judiciary executions, unidentified disappearances, forced labour,
massive migration of labour, forced prostitution, rapid and over-
urbanization, to name a few.

2.2 The most common forms of human rights violations can be identified
as having relation with development strategy and accordingly state
autocracy. The general lack of public awareness of universal human
rights and basic freedoms should also be accounted to the deficiency
of proper human rights education and public information, primarily
a duty of a state.

E. MAAA 3 Zofelo| &2t/ S92 Het A2E

2.3 Education in this development strategy has been largely a simple
state-machinery with many aspects totally against the idea of human
development. Elite selective competition, lack of proper facilities,
incorporation of ideological and military training, emphasis on feudal
values, ignorance of human rights education, emphasis on technical
programs, corruption, lack of autonomy on the side of teachers, and
discrimination according to financial and other status have been its
symptoms. Youth as a whole became its direct victims.

2.4 In most cases, the formation of cheap labour through massive
displacement of rural population and consequent deterioration of self-
sustaining agricultural economy proceeded without consent of rural
communities. Instead, land has become a source of profitable investment
due to developmental inflation phenomenon, which in turn intensified
the gap between the poor and the rich. Weakness of rural communities
in the process of rapid industrialization often made a country
vulnerable to foreign intervention such as open-market pressure for
agricultural products.

2.5 Industrial workers are also subordinated by deprivation of their
basic rights. Co-determination was considered as undesirable or
dangerous idea in front of national development. Such an objective-
oriented exploitation of workers naturally resulted in social contempt
or bias against workers, their cultural alienation, massive industrial
accidents and diseases.

2.6 Women, children, and other minorities have become the most
victimized social group in front of the nationalistic authoritarian
situation that usually made use of feudal discriminatory thinking
of in the society.

2.7 Militarism, especially, develops a special attitude towards women
and the youth as well as a favor of resorting to violence instead
of conversation. Hasty identification of ‘enemy’ or ‘dangerous’
elements to the national development and the consequent irrational
hatred become a part of social trend, leading to a ruthless deprivation
of basic rights of political minorities.

2.8 Human rights groups and grass-root development organizations also
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became victims. They fell under state oppression when they claimed
the right to development of the ordinary people, usually implying
the rights to sustain a basic life - minimum wage, least housing,
safe working and living conditions, protection from illegal executions,
etc. Human rights advocacy in Asia and the Pacific has often been
an advocacy of minimum living standards.

2.9 Even the success of South Korea symbolizes a typical development
path in Asia, as it obviously needed a high degree of state control,
surveillance, and threats under the pretext of the Cold War
confrontation between the two Koreas, immense expansion of the
military, sending troops to overseas (Vietnam), social mobilization
through strong nationalism, urge for workers’ sacrifice and emphasis
on women’s traditional role. Such a social cost has been often hidden
and ignored. Easily taken too is how long the aftermath of such an
outspoken violations of human rights can last. Likewise, if such an
"accelerated development model" is failing, underlying it is strong
social and political dynamics, apart from the economic factors, such

as explosive resistance of the people or distrust of the state by
its own constituency.

3. Recommendation

3.1 The World Conference on Human Rights to be held in Vienna in June
1993, deserves much expectation as well as some worries on its success.
However, looking at the numerous atrocities happening around the world
today, its timely gathering should signify an important moment to
consider upon new ideas and rules to form a better world order today.

3.2 In spite of the numerous codification of human rights, the
principle of universality and indivisibility in those instruments
should be strongly advocated and especially emphasized in Asian
context. From this, we should go further as to overcoming the present
difficulties and ineffectiveness of the UN instruments.

3.3 As in the Declaration on the Right to Development, adopted by
the UN General Assembly in its resolution 41/128 of 4 December 1986,
we understand that a genuine development should be a human development
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oriented social progress rather than a simple expansion of national
material wealth. At the same time, today’s world demands more and
more a new paradigm of progress. Mass production, mass consumption
and mass dumping has proven itself as destructive to mankind. Thus,
we strongly uphold the concept of "human rights compatible development
model (HRCDM)".

3.4 Reconfirming, especially in the Asian context, the universality
and indivisibility of human rights and basic freedoms as stated in
the UN human rights instruments, we recommend that any un-balanced
emphasis on social, economic conditions as prerequisites to guarantee
human rights in a society or any ungrounded distortion of human rights
as related to one specific region or civilization of the world should
be immediately discarded. As we find such a claim usually come from
a political incentive to benefit from maintaining the existing
inequalities of the society, we accordingly note that if one would
identify a negative effect caused by the gap between the North and
South, he would come to see it as a result of foreign dominance
mediated and intensified through the existing unjust social structure
of a nation.

3.5 However, we identify the prevailing development model in Asia
and the Pacific is still a national development with accelerated
industrialization. We also identify that pursuing this model the
nation-state itself has become the most powerful and over-developed
actor as well as the cause of many human rights violations. We find
the primary victims of this process as ethnic minorities, women,
children, displaced rural population, industrial workers, and political
dissidents. From this finding, we advocate that the sole initiative
of nation-states in this region must be transformed into diversified
initiatives of different civil groups - human rights groups as one.
"Less State and More Civilian Actions" will help improve the situation
of democracy and human rights in Asia and the Pacific. This will in
turn be a basis to work on HRCDM.

3.6 HRCDM, as a new paradigm, requires full recognition and promotion
of civil-political rights as well as social-economic-cultural rights.
This in turn concretely requires in Asia.and the Pacific an end to
the Cold War ideologies and subsequent contraction of state machineries
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as well as independence from foreign intervention, participatory
democracy, human rights concerns, environmental concerns, change of
educational system, a re-set of the speed of development, and co-
determine principle in all social and economic fields. However, as
clearly shown in the Rio Conference on environment, few of serious
problems of the world today can be solved with the present inequality
of the North and the South. Thus, HRCDM, in a direct criticism to
the mass production, mass consumption and mass dumping, should also
be a paradigm to restructure the gap between the North and the South.

3.7 Asmilitary expenditure is commonly a great burden of development
and peace for Asian countries, a regional or sub-regional peace pact
is needed in order to decrease the militarization level in this region,
with possible coordination of the UN bodies. Demilitarization,
abolition of large scale military exercises and peace treaties should
be recognized as a vital economic and political factor for a HRCDM
of both national and regional level. We, therefore, recommend a
regional monitoring body for the level of militarization, military
exercises and arms trade.

3.8 We believe the first step for a change in Asia and the Pacific
is to set up a governmental and a non-governmental regional structure
on human rights that will work for better understanding the situation
of human rights violations in relation with development in the region.
The governments in the region should agree at least to take the duty
of proper and wide dissemination of information concerning human rights
standards and their legal implications.

3.9 We also suggest the Principle of Co-determination be a working
principle of the HRCDM, because it is seen as a vital factor for
participatory democracy from the above examination of the development
patterns and human rights situations in the region. Co-determination
is sharing decision making process between different constituencies
within a society, including both strong and weak nations of a region.

3.10 We wish that the above 9 points (3.1 - 3.9) be used and

incorporated in the discussion of NGO forum and the inter-governmental
Conference.
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Recommendations for Bangkok Declaration

The objectives of the upcoming Asia-Pacific Human Rights Conference are to
reaffirm the values regarding human dignity and to come up with ways to overcome
the limits and obstacles of the existing UN human rights mechanisms and
activities,

Korea NGOs’ Network for the UN World Conference on Human Rights(KONUCH) would
like to see the following suggestions included in the joint declaration of the
Asia Pacific Conference on Human Rights in Bangkok.

1. Reaffirmation of General Principles on Human Rights.

The basic prnciples of the universality and indivisibility of human rights should be reaffirmed and emphasized.
The selective application of human rights standards must be objectived.

The fact that human rights and development are root issues of the international commumity must be affirmed
and the UN human rights activities must focus on root problems more seriously.

2. Suggestions for the Effective Implementation of UN Human Rights Mechanisms.

We call for the improvement in sharing of the powers amongst the state parties and also urge the redoubling
of efforts to reform the existing UN structure for the better communications and efficient implimentation of
projects carried out by the spedalized agendies of human rights within the UN.

We call for the ratification of all the basic human rights Conventions by all states without reservation.

We call for the adoption of appropriate and effective measures and procedures to urge all states to withdraw
already declared reservations.

We call for the reinforcement of direct and effective education and publicity programs and the UN human
rights activities.

We call for the enlargement of the NGOs' participation and role in every level of human rights mechanisms in
the UN as well as the enlargement of NGOs' consultative status with BOOSOC.

We call for the appointment of the Special Commissioner for Human Rights as proposed by other NGOs to
coordinate and strengthen UN human rights mechanisms and activities.

We call for the creation of the Intemational Court of Human Rights safeguarding the implementation of
Conventions and equipped with authority to consider and decide on the complaints by the individuals.

We call for the sincere efforts by the member governments to secure all nessary resources required for the
improvement of UN human rights mechanisms and activities.
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3. Proposals for the Protection of Human Rights in Asia and the Pacific

We call for the sincere efforts, on the part of all governments in the region, to adopt an Asia Pacific Human
Rights Declaration and, on the basis of this declaration, to set up a regional human rights mechanism for Asia
and the Pacific.

We call for the repeal of all legislations that restrict civil and political rights under the pretext of national (or
internal) security of each country.

We call for setting up of an investigatary agency and/or a tribunal on human nghts abuses and crimes
against humanity of Imperial Japan during the World War 2 such as in the case "comfort women.”

We cdll for a series of review of the current moves toward Japan's acquinng a permanent membership in the
UN Security Coundll, espedially regarding Japan's unsolved liahlities of the wartime atrocities.
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