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undertake the following tasks:

- l. Consultation and coordination

of human rights efforts
A. Continuous efforts to publicize and provide legal aid for cases of

human rights violations
B. Efforts to reform the legal system and practices which violate

human rights
C. Organization of a task force to respond collectively to grave,

newly arising human rights violations

ll. Compilation and distribution

of information on human rights
KOHRNET plans to establish computer and distribution networks

on behalf of human rights organizations. Its activities, however, will not
stop here. After analyzing and organizing the information, KOHRNET
will serve as an accessible information bank providing information
appropriate to current human rights problems.

Il. Development and implementation

i of a human rights education program
Human rights are an issue of interest and importance not only to

experts in that field, but un issue that should also be known by all. For the
sake of thorough education and study of these issues, KOHRNET is
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developing and implementing continuous and various methods of
education,

A. Human rights education to the general public

B. Education and training of human rights activists

C. Training about UN human rights bodies

gz |V, International
. solidarity activity

Human rights are not just a concern for the Korean people, but they
are of universal importance and must be pursued by all of humankind. To
promote values respecting universal human rights, KOHRNET has
planned positive action as a step towards international solidarity.

A. Coordinative role as a representative of the New International
Liaison Committee (NILC), an organization created after the Vienna
World Conference on Human Rights held in vienna (June '93)

B. Member of Facilitating Team in the Asia/Pacific region, and
regular activity with UN Human Rights bodies

C. Participation in various human rights-related conferences, and
analysis of international human rights issues
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International Conference
on National Security Laws
in the Asia-Pacific

* Date : November 22 to 25, 1995 / 4 days
* Venue : Seoul, Korea
* Theme : The New World Order and Human Rights
in the Post-Cold War Era
- Human Security vs. National Security
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Korea Human Rights Network (KOHRNET)
Century Il Bidg., Rm 704, 1595-2 Seocho-dong, Seocho—gu,

Seoui 137-070, KOREA
Tel: (822)-522-7284 / Fax: (822)-522-7285
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1. Background of the Conference

The year 1995 marks the 50th anniversary of Korea's liberation from Japanese
colonial rule and also of the country’s division. In order to commemorate this
vear of Jubilee, various events have been taking place and will take place
throughout the year, in particular around the Independence Day of August 15,
1995. However, the political climate in South Korea is far from that of a
Jubilee. The Korean peninsula is perhaps the only region where the cold war
mentality still prevails. The word "national security” seems to be rooted too
deeply in people’s mind to give way to human security, a newly emerging
concept of security in the post-cold war era with the collapse of state socialism
in Eastern Europe and former Soviet Union.

For the human rights movement, like many other movements for peaceful
unification and national reconciliation in Korea, 1995 is not a vear of celebration
at all. First of all, we cannot but remember with much pain and frustration
hundreds of prisoners of conscience who are still imprisoned. Mr. Kim
Sun-myung, probably the world’s longest-serving political prisoner who has
been imprisoned for 44 years is one of them. For him, the Jubilee vear of 1995
is just another year of endurance and hopeless waiting.

The continued human rights violations under the Kim Young-sam’'s so-called
civilian government poses serious challenges to all human rights activists
working in various fields such as human rights, development, labor, women,
environment, etc. After a few decades’ struggle for human rights and
democracy in Korea, we were able to witness the historic inauguration of the
elected civilian government in February 1993 with great excitment and high
expectations. However, the reality we are forced to face today is a ’civilian
dictatorship’ replacing the past 'military dictatorship’, which openly claims that
there has been remarkable improvement in the human rights record. One can
notice without difficulty that there has been little progress in human rights if
one looks at the figure of those arrested under the National Securitv Law and
the number of prisoners of conscience since the inauguration of the present
government, as reported by the international human rights organizations such as
Amnesty International. It is unbelievable that the figure is even higher than
during past military regimes.
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Ironically, it is even more difficult for us to work effectively for human rights
under the civilian government as human rights issues receive less attention
from the media and public opinion both nationally and internationally. It has
made us, human rights defenders, recognize that the election of a civilian
government is neither a guarantee of full protection of all human rights nor the
end of our struggle for the full realization of all human rights. We find

ourselves in the second stage of a long march towards genuine democracy and
human rights.

Very recently, the "Segehwa” (globalization)’ became the catch-phrase of the
present government. Despite its colorful rhetoric, it is very clear to us that the
globalization policy is simply another political slogan in the face of global
competition which has been used to justify massive human rights violations
under the 'development dictatorship’ and national security doctorine. Looking
beyond our national boundary, it is apparent that human rights violation under
national security legislation is not only unique to South Korea but a common
phenomenon, particularly in many Asia-Pacific countries. National security
ideology has taken different forms in different socio-political contexts in the
Asia-Pacific under the pretext of economic development. What happened here
in South Korea is now happening in other Asian countries. Massive human
rights violations such as suppresion of the media and labor oppression in
Indonesia, restriction of political activities in Singapore and Malaysia, even 1992
May massacres in Thailand, are what we had to confront in the past and
continue to confront today.

It is in this context that KOHRNET, an umbrella organization composed of
nine major human rights organizations, has decided to organize an international
conference on national security laws in the Asia-Pacific region which have been
identified as major structural obstacles to the better enjoyvment of basic human
rights in South Korea and other Asia-Pacific countries.

This conference will be a follow-up to the symposium under the theme
"National Security vs. People’s Security in Asia” which was held during the UN
World Conference on Human Rights on June 17, 1993 in Vienna. Therefore,
this will provide an opportunity for in-depth and thorough analysis, debate, and
exchange of views on various forms of national security-related human rights
violations using updated information. This will also be a space for all
participants to share their experiences of struggles, and to discuss possible
remedies and ways of prevention together with the issue of developing better

networks and coordination among human rights groups and organizations in the
Asia—Pacific region.
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2. Objectives and Expected Outcomes
Several general objectives have been set which are as follows:

1) To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the independence and division of
Korea, and the Korean people’s struggle for human rights and peaceful
reunification,

2) To raise awareness among the Korean people as well as the international
community concerning the continued human rights violations under the National
Security Law,

3) To put more pressure on the South Korean government to repeal or revise
the present National Security Law,

4) To analyze various forms of national security-related human rights violations
in order to find better remedies and ways of preventing them,

5) To search collectively for a new paradigm of human security in the post-cold
war era which can be applied to Korea as well as to the Asia-Pacific to replace
the national security ideology of the cold-war era,

6) To draw out effective strategies collectively for better networks and
coordination among human rights groups and organizations in the Asia-Pacific
region, and

7) To present cotcomes of this conference to the existing UN human rights
mechanisms such as the UN Commission and Sub-Commission on Human
Rights.

We are expecting this conference to make both short-term and long-term
impact, as described as follows:

1) "The Seoul Human Rights Declaration on National Security Law’

The main content of the discussion of this conference which will be summarized
in the form of a statement or declaration. It will serve as the basis or
guideline in formulating a detailed future plan of action and common strategies
for struggles against national security -related human rights violations.

2) Publication of a Book

All speeches, presentations, and discussions will be compiled in book form to
be shared among those who are interested in the issue, such as human rights
activists, academics, lawyers, etc.

3) Fourth Asia-Pacific Human Rights Workshop

The main outcome of this conference will be presented to the fourth
Asia-Pacific Human Rights Workshop to be held in December, in Katumandu,
Nepal, which will cover the issue of national institutions and regional
arrangements as decided by the resolution adopted by the 51st UN Commission
on Human Rights in 1995. Furthermore, Major findings and reflections on this
conference will be used in developing effective strategies to bring the issue of
national security laws into the ongoing discussions of the UN Commission and
Sub-Commission on Human Rights and the process of setting international
human rights standards.

e
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5) Asia-Pacific Facilitating Team Meeting

Immediately after the four-day conference, a Asia-Pacific Facilitating Team
meeting will be held to discuss various issues of common concern, such as the
Asia-Pacific Human Rights Congress in 1996, Participation in the People’s Plan
for the 21st Century (PP21) General Meeting in March 1996 in Sri Lanka, the
4th Asia-Pacific Human Rights Workshop in December 1995 in Nepal, etc.

3. Organization and Participation

KOHRNET will be responsible for organizing this conference. However, it will
also be organized in close cooperation with many national organizations working
in various fields of human rights such as development, labor, women,
environment, etc. which have been affected by national security legislation both
inside and outside the country. Individuals interested in the issue will also be
welcome to attend this conference.

The four-day conference is not a one-time event; rather it will be the
culmination of a series of national seminars and campaigns to raise critical
awareness among human rights defenders as well as the general public.

Considering the nature of the issues which will be dealt with in this conference,
it will be organized in close consultation with many international organizations
in terms of contents and possible outcomes. Many international organizations
have already showed their interest and willingness to participate in this
conference by sending us suggestions. They include the Asian Cultural Forum
on Development (ACFOD), Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC), South
Asia Human Rights Documentation Center (SAHRDC), the International Center
for Human Rights and Democratic Development (ICHRDD), Human Rights
Watch/Asia, Robert F. Kennedy Center for Human Rights, Article 19, Amnesty
International, International Commission of Jurists (IC]), International Service for
Human Rights (ISHR), etc.

About 30 participants from various regions of the world are expected to
participate in this conference. Due consideration will be given to achieving
gender balance and diverse representation of human rights activists, victims,
lawyers, academics, government officers, diplomats, etc. In particular, UN
Special Rapporteurs or Working Group members working on national
security-related issues will also be invited.

In order to make international participation more convenient and economical, the
date of this conference was set one day after the third Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) Summit on November 20 1995 in Osaka, Japan. That is
specially for those who will be attending NGQOs’' parallel activities before and
during the Osaka APEC Summit. The meeting of the Asia-Pacific Facilitating
Team will also be held right after this conference in Seoul.
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4. Program Schedule - Tentative

Day 1 : November 22 (Wednesday), 1995

Morning & Afternoon - Arrival and Registration
Evening - Opening Reception

Day 2 : November 23 (Thursday), 1995

Keynote Speech "The New World Order and Human Rights
in the Post Cold War Era
- Human Security vs. National Security”

Session I : National Security vs. Human Security in the Post Cold War Era
and Basic Human Rights

The so-called new world order which has emerged in the face of the post-cold
war era will be analysed critically with regard to human rights, and the
possibility of creating a pro-human rights new world order will be explored. In
attempting to identify obstacles in doing so, the unjust South-North relation will
be dealt with. In particular, human security, a newly emerging concept of
security, will be introduced and analyzed as an alternative to the traditional
concept of security during the cold war era. Furthermore, the interrelations
among national security, human rights, and democratization will be discussed in
connection with what have been discussed at the Vienna World Conference on

Human Rights in 1993 and Copenhagen World Summit for Social Developlment
in 1995.

Session 2 : National Security Laws in the Asia-Pacific Region

The problems with the so-called 'Development Dictatorship’ ideology which has
been used to justify many human rights violations under national security
lelgislation in many Asia-Pacific countries, will be discussed critically. In
particular, suppression of or restrictions on workers’ basic human rights,
suppression of the media, and the right to association will receive particular
attention in connection with the so-called Asian concept of human rights which
has been propagated recently in some countries. Workshops will be organized

to deal with the cases of South Asia, Indonesia, Burma, the Philippines, etc.
more effectively.
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Session 3 : The Situation of National Security Legislations worldwide

The general situation of national security legislation in the world will be
reviewed with special focus on the human rights of divided countries such as
Korea, Taiwan and former Germany. On the other hand, several exemplary
cases will be presented in order to trace recent trends in national security
ideology in the post-cold war era. Workshops will be organized to deal with
the cases more deeply in a participatory manner.

Day 3: November 24 (Friday). 1995

Session 4 : National Security Laws and Freedom of Opinion and Expression

Freedom of opinion and expression is an essential right in the full realization of
all human rights under any circumstance. Various human rights violations in
relation to freedom of opinion and expression such as media suppression, labor
oppression, the system of ideology ’'conversion’, restriction of political activities,
etc. will be analyzed to show that national security laws pose major obstacles to
protecting and promoting freedom of opinion and expression, and the realization
of democracy and human rights in an open society. The outcomes of the
international conference on national security laws to be organized by Article 19
in September this year in South Africa will also be shared with the participants.

Session 5 : National Security-related Human Rights Violations and
Experiences of Human Rights NGOs

Various types of people’s struggles against violations under national security
laws, such as arbitrary detention, torture, unfair trials, extrajudicial executions,
enforced disappearance, impunity, etc. will be discussed. Effective remedies and
ways for prevention of masssive national security-related human rights
violations will be explored. Experiences of grassroot struggles and daily lifeg

of human rights activists will be freely shared at the plenary and in a small
group workshop.

Session 6 : National Security Legislation in Light of International Human Rights
Standards and UN Human Rights Mechanisms

Problems with national security legislation will be reviewed from the perspective
of international human rights standards. Also, the experiences of using UN
human rights mechanisms will be shared in order to discuss how to make better
use of them. The existing UN human rights mechanisms in relation to national
security laws, such as the Special Rapporteur on State of Emergency, Freedom
of Expression, Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, etc. will be introduced

and discussed in order to make possible recommendations for the improvement
of those mechanisms.
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Day 4: November 25 (Saturday), 1995

Session 7 : The Tasks of Human Rights Movements in the Asia-Pacific Region
- From National Security to Human Security

Joint strategies on how to respond effectively to human rights violations under
national security legislation as well as national security ideology will be drawn
out on the basis of the discussions which take place in the previous sessions.
Follow-up programs of Bangkok and Vienna Declaration and Program of Action
in 1993 will be discussed on the basis of critical assesment of the past
activities in the region. The issue of a need to create a effective networks and
coordination among Asia-Pacific human rights organizations will be debated
upon in relation to many other existing networks in the region. In this
connection, common strategies on the issue of the National Institutions and
Regional Arrangements in the Asia-Pacific region will also be discussed.

- Adoption of 'The Seoul Human Rights Declaration on National Security Law’

- Press Conference

- Closing Ceremony and Farewell Party

Apart from the above program, various events will be organized during the

conference which will hlep participants to understand the human rights reality
in South Korea. They are;

1) Thursday Street Rally in front of Pagoda Park

This street rally was begun in September 1993 and has regularly taken place at
2:00 for about one hour every Thursday without fail. It has been a space
where family members, relatives or friends of the victims of human rights
violations can make public testimonies, and prisoners of conscience who are still
in prison are remembered. Minkahyup Human Rights Group, one of the

KOHRNET members, has been organizing the rallies in cooperatoin with other
human rights groups.

2) Solidarity Night for Prisoners of Conscience

All former prisoners of conscience will be invited to gather together to
remember prisoners of conscience who are still in prison, particularly those
accused of violating the National security Law. Several well-known singers
will perform songs wishing for the release of all prisoners of conscience and
the repeal or revision of the NSL in South Korea as well as other countries.
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5. What is the KOHRNET?

KOHRNET is a national coalition body which is composed of 9 national human
rights groups and organizations in South Korea. Its members includes a wide
range of action groups such as lay activists, lawyers, researcher, academics,
victims, religious, etc. It was officially formed on June 20, 1994 as the
permanent coordinating body to replace the Korea Human Rights Network for
the UN World Conference on Human Rights (KONUCH) formed for the
collective participation of organizations in Korea in the UN World Conference
on Human Rights in June, 1993 in Vienna.

KOHRNET believes that all individuals and peoples are entitled to their basic
human rights and fundamental freedoms upholding their human dignity and
worth. KOHRNET also believes that all human rights are universal,
interdependent, and interrelated as reaffirmed by the Bangkok NGO Declaration
and Vienna Declaration and Program of Action in 1993. KOHRNET spares no
effort to implement the spirit and causes of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the two International Human Rights Covenants and other human rights
conventions.

Having inherited the people’s struggle for self-determination and inspired by
the unyielding courage for decades-long resistance against military dictatorships,
every member of KOHRNET is commited to the cause of genuine democracy
and human rights.

In order to make the above ideal and vision a reality, KOHRNET has
undertaken or plans to undertake the following tasks:

1. Consultation and coordination of actions or campaigns on human rights issues
- Continuous efforts to publicize and provide legal aid for cases of
human rights violations
- Efforts to reform the legal system and practices violating human rights
- Organization of a task-force to respond collectively to grave, newly arising
human rights violations

2. Compilation and dissemination of information on human rights
- Monitoring and analyzing human rights violations

Publication of a human rights newsletter

Establishment of a computerized database system and
information-sharing system

3. Development and implementation of a human rights education program
- Human rights education to the general public

Education and training of human rights activists

- Publication of human rights education material




4. International solidarity activity

- Responses to various urgent actions or appeals such as Urgent Appeal of
the Asian Center for Progress of the Peoples (ACPP) - Hot line

- International solidarity campaigns, such as for East Timor

- Member of Asia-Pacific Human Rights Facilitating Team

- Participation in various human rights-related conferences and

the UN Commission and Sub-Commission on Human rights

The list of member organizations of KOHRNET as of June, 1995:

* Buddhists’ Committee for Human Rights

#* Catholic Human Rights Committee

* Democratic Legal Studies Association

* Human Rights Committee of National Council of Churches of Korea
* Human Rights Committee of the National Alliance for Democracy
and Unification of Korea (NADUK)

* MINBYUN - Lawyers for a Democratic Society

MINKAHYUP Human Rights Group

National Council of Bereaved Families for Democracy
SARANGBANG Center for Human Rights

*
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1 6. Budget
— * Unit : Korean Won / US$ 1 = 780 Won
— A. Expenditure
1. Preparation (May - November, 1995)
— 1) Communication (telephone, fax, postage, etc.) 3,000,000
2) Allowance for coordinator 700,000 x 8 months 5,600,000
_ 3) National Seminar 500,000 x 4 times 2,000,000
4) Documentation 1,000,000
5) Translation 1,000,000
ji - 6) Public Relations 1,000,000
7) Airfare
. i) Osaka - Seoul 200,000 x 10 persons 2,000,000
- ii) Asia/Pacific 500,000 x 10 persons 35,000,000
iii) Others 1,000,000 x 10 person 10,000,000
- 8) Miscellaneous 3,000,000
33,600,000
l ‘I || 2. Program
_ 1) Rental of Conference Room 3,000,000
2) Accomodation 30,000 x 4 days x 30 persons 6,000,000
3) Food 5,000 x 12 times x 30 persons 1,800,000
| 4) Translation & Interpretation 3,000,000
_ 5) Other Organizational Expenses 2,000,000
- 6) Reception 2,000,000
: 7) Closing Ceremony 2,000,000
I - 8) Miscellaneous 2,000,000
21,800,000
- 3) Follow-up
- 1) Documentation 3,000,000
2) Communication 1,000,000
3) Contingency 1,000,000
I 5,000,000
- Total 60,400,000
(US$ 77,400)
i i A i




B. Expected Income

1. Local Contributions

1) Contribution from KOHRNET 9,000,000
2) Contribution from sponsor organizations 3,000,000
3) Contribution from individuals
i) National Assembly members 50,000 x 100 persons 5,000,000
ii) Religious persons 50,000 x 100 persons 3,000,000
iii) Victims of the NSL 20,000 x 300 persons 6,000,000
1iv) Pro-Human Rights Professionals 50,000 x 100 persons 5,000,000
e.g. lawyers, professors, doctor, etc.
4) Registration Fees 30,000 x 100 persons 3,000,000
38,000,000
(US$ 48,700)

2. Overseas Contributions

1) Contributions from participants 10,000,000
e.g. Airfare, board & lodging, registration fees, etc.
2) Contribution from funding agencies 12,400,000
22,400,000
(US$ 28,700)
. - 12 -
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