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KOREA TIMES

Witness on Suspicious Deaths
Wanted by Presidential Commission

A presidential fact-finding
commission yesterday fumed
due to the actions by one of its
key witnesses, who submitted a
photo showing he burned a diary
which reportedly contained key
evidence related to the deaths of
young soldiers in the early
1980s. :

The Presidential Truth Com-
mission on Suspicious Deaths
said yesterday it does not know
the whereabouts of Seo Ui-nam,
a former army intelligence offi-
cial, as he severed all contacts
with acquaintances and appar-
ently left his home.

“The commission lacks the le-
gal power to arrest him or
search his house,” said a frus-
trated official. It can only levy
fines of up to 10 million won.

Seo, who underwent interroga-
tion by the commission earlier
this month, was in possession of
key evidence on the Nokhwa, or
Greenization, Project from 1983-
1984. .

' In his three meetings with in-
vestigators, Seo claimed he was
unrelated to the deaths of young
conscripts who were forced to al-
ter their ideological beliefs and
work as spies.

. From 1982-1984, Seo was di-
rector of the military intelligence

agency’s di-
vision which
planned and
executed the
project, to
which some
500 young
men were
subjected.
. “Seo said
. he had a de-
tailed journal from his military
service, which he showed to us,”
a commission official claimed
yesterday.

The journal, which investiga-
tors were shown on Aug. 19, gave
a detailed account of the Nokhwa
Project, a potential gold mine of
evidence regarding the case.

The commission requested to
obtain a copy from Seo, who re-
fused, and on Aug. 20 he sent
three photos of the burned diary
to the investigators.

The Chun Doo-hwan govern-
ment forcefully conscripted 477
college student activists from
1982-1984, according to the
Nokhwa Project.

Aimed at converting “red” or
pro-Communist students into
“green” ones, the effort has been
linked to the deaths of six young
men in their early 20s.

ssm@koreatimes.co.kr
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