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Abstract
A Study of the Kwangju Daedanji Uprising in 1971

Soo-Hyun Kim

Department of Political Science
Graduate school of Social Science
Sogang University

This study examines the Kwangju Deedanji Upriging throughout the Sungnam City's
area in August, 10th, 1971 The uprising was the first collective protest against
gommﬂbymtanpmmsuﬂnhadbemmgimﬁaedﬁ‘mnmmiaﬁzaﬁmmﬁ
urbanization in Korea. Although it was ended in a day, it implies urban paupers’ political
mm—.mmmammmﬂmﬁmdmmw
urban paupers and it promoted themto join in Korean society as a political member.

T}BmegiqucbniiwasamﬁmﬁvesdﬂemﬁmformbanpmmBmmenfﬂn
rapid increasing in population, Seoul city government removed squatter settlement areas,
and deported paupers to the collective settlement Although collective consumptions
hwludrgmtaanxﬂy&dd‘&rmesyswmsmmm.mﬂmfxmimm
not founded totally, the ¢ty government committed a management business to expend
taxes by allowing speculations in real estate. In addition, when the crisis in city finance
was aggravated, the government demanded residents to refund their installment payments
protest with an elite group. However, the city govemment did not accept residents’opinion
and this was the origin of the uprising.

Not all residents participated the uprising. Resident groups were distinguished into
original residents, urban paupers, legal tenants, illegal tenants and landlords, and according



to their interest, each group protested differently. The leading groups were urban paupers
and legal tenants who gained more disadvantages from the government's demand
However, these groups included most of residents. in the settlement, and generally, they
were urban paupers who was marginalized from 1960's industrialization, government policy
systern, and labor market.

In the early stages of the protest, urban paupers depended on an organization by the
elite groupbut the elite group chose only passive and negotiable strategies. Therefore, on
the uprising day, whban paupers leR the onganization and actively protested under
unorganized conditions. They presented their reformed demands without any perspective
sbout. their alternative sociely. Also, they used violenoe against the government, and the
uprising was ended after the government’s acceptance. ;

There are three implications in this study. First, this study is the first in-depth study
about the Kwangju Daedanji Uprising. Because of their single and momentary condition, it
is easy to overcome this kind of historical events. However, this single and momentary
uprising is an appropriate case to examine urban paupers’ political uprising ability against
the government.

Second, this study presented that the government’s financial crisis can be aggravated to

its political crisis. The space, Kwangju Daedanji implies the whole process of the crisis in’

this study. At first, Seoul city government was confronted with the financial crisis by
excessive urban developments. To escape from the cnsis, the govemment atfempt fo
mmmmm&ﬁsmmmmﬁmmﬁmwwm

paupers. The uprising was a representative case of such crisis.

Third, this study analyzes urban pauper's protest strategies in previous stages of social

movements. In the uprising process, the urban pauper’s strategies were mot passive and
negotiable, but violently protested As the movement developed, such strategies were
imstitutionalized, and the Kwangju Daedanji shows an example of a single and momentary
urban mob in underdeveloped stages of social movement.
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