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Seoul Conference of International Solidarity Council Demanding Settlement of Japan's Past

Past, Present, and Future - movement of Demanding Settlement of Japan's Past

1. Abstracts
Purpose
- To commemorate the year 2005, the 60th anniversary of the end of the 2nd World War, and to mark the
year as the turning point of the current movement against the Japanese wrongful history.
- To reinforce the network of individuals and organizations against the rise of the Right in the Japanese
government
Date: May 20th ~ May 23rd. (* the 23rd is for the exchanges between two Koreas)
Sponsor: International Solidarity Council Demanding Settlement of Japan's Past
Host: Korea Committee for the International Solidarity Council Demanding Settlement of Japan's Past
Secretariat: Civilian Movement for Correcting Japanese Distorted Textbook
(Tel 82-2-3672-4192, Fax 82-2-3672-4195, Email: japantext@hanmail.net)
Venue: Seoul Woman's Plaza (Daebang-dong, Seoul, Korea)
Accomodation place: Seoul Woman's Plaza (Japanese participants: Rainbow Hotel)
Participating States and regions: ROK, DPRK, China, Taiwan, the Philippines, the USA, Japan.
Keynote Speech: Past, Future and current situation of Campaign for the Japanese wrongful history
and for the Peace of Northeast Asia
Section Forums: Recent movements and issues in each field, and suggestions for the international
community
- The 'Sexual Slavery' for Japanese Military: Changes since 2000 and the current status and issues.
- The damage from the forced labor mobilization: status of the recent legal suits and other related
issues
- The history textbook and the Right in Japan: the rise of the Right in Japan, the trends of Japanese
politics after the general election, and the related issues of forthcoming authorization of national
textbook in year 2005
- The invasion war and Massacre : the release of the atomic bomb, the 731 unit, Nanking etc.,
Section discussion: Discussions and suggestions for the coalition activity for each issue
Special Event
- Special Exhibition: Exhibitions of publications, books, historic and other related photos, and
pictures done by the victim
- Interchanges of Two Koreas: Gatherings of North and South Korean victims, Visits to historic sites
- Cultural Performance: A performance that delivers the message of "cure" for the victims
- Testimonies and Screening: For citizens, testimonies from the victims and visual materials are
prepared.
Translation: Simultaneous Translations are provided for Japanese, English and Chinese

(Section Forum)
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Program of International Solidarity Council Demanding Settlement of Japan's Past

Schedule | Program Details Place
Arrival press - Representation of each country and regions, Press interview /|Audiovisual
conference Host: Yang Mi-Kang(Executive Director of Committee) Room at forth
15:00-16:00 - Speech: Seven countries (ROK, JPN, USA, CHN, Phil, KOR-JPN) |floor

- Greeting speech, Announcement of event
Coordinators’ = Representation of each country and regions, coordinator meeting | Audiovisual
meeting (closed) Room at forth
Mayzo 16:00-18:00 - Deliberate the Conference Schedule/Concern about adapting a | floor
(Thu) statement/Schedule up-coming 2005 event
Welcoming - Welcoming Party (party hosted by the host org, special|Conference
Party guest)/Host: Kwak Dong-hyup room at
18:00-20:00 - Host Org greeting : Park Hyung-Kyu(Honored Committee second floor

Chairman
- Speech in each country

May 21 |Movement - Participants of Japanese (The Rainbow Hotel) Move from the
(Fri) |[7:40-8:00 hotel
Breakfast -Foreign participants, attendants Dinning room
8:00-8:40 at third floor
Entry Entry the conference participants At the lobby
8:40-9:20
Opening Host: Shin Hei-soo (Co-committee chairman) The _
ceremony -Opening performance: ‘Bird and Echo’ International
9:20-10:00 -Speech of each nations Conference
Room at first|
floor '
Keynote Keynote Announcement: Seo Jung-suk(Co-committee chairman) The
Announcement |‘Past. Present and Future situation of Anti-Japanese Historical issue’ International
10:00-10:30 Conference
Room at first|
floor
- Survivor's testimony (15minutes each) The
Survivor's OK (Kwak Kyi-hoon), DPRK(Lee Sang-ok), China(Kang Gun-bok),|International
testimony Taiwan(Luan mei) Philippines (Ammonita) Conference
10:30-12:00 Room at first
floor 3
Photo -Photo with all participants In(out)door
12:00-12:20 iy
Lunch - Lunch time Dinning room
12:20-13:30 at third floor
Section forum 1 | - Presentation about the issue of the Japanese military sexual slavery (4): |The | ]
13:30-16:00 15 min for each ROK(Lee Sun-ea), DPRK(Hong Son-ok), Japan(Nishino International |
Rumoko), Philippines (Nelia Sancho), USA(Henry Yoo) Conference
- Presentation for Japanese distorted text book and Japan's right(2): Room at first
ROK(Shin Jyu-back), DPRK (Kye, Sung-hun) floor
Intermission Intermission At the lobby
16:00-16:30

e D

Section forum 2 |- Presentation about the issue of Forced Labor(5): The
16:30-18:30 ROK(Jang, Wan-ick), DPRK(Son,Chol-su), Japan(Sorano Yoshihiro, |International
Arimitsu Ken) Conference
-Massacre (3): China (Whang Wiemin), Japan (Akihira Komatsu), Korean |Room at first
resistered in Japan (Jong in,Eun) floor
Dinner - Dinner time Dinning room
18:30-20:00 at third floor
[Special - Screening (12:00-16:30) / 5 countries and regions Video Audiovisual
B Room at forth
Section] - Survivor's Testimony (16:30-18:30) / f ik
Screening & DPRK(Hwang, Jyong-su), ROK(Lee, Ok-sun), oy
gur:r_wor s Korean residents in Japan(Jyong Woon-mo) Taiwan(Cheng ChenTao)
estimony B . W N PR T
e Na Woon-Kyu "ARIRANG" (18:30-20:00) Screening schedule
Coordinators’ |- Discussion of joint-statement: joint- statement,
meeting Japanese government,(unofficial) VIP room at
20:00-22:00 - Up-coming schedule the third floor

May 22
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lV'I.ove.from the

Movement
7:40-8:00 hotel
Breakfast -Foreign participants, attendants Dinning room
8:00-8:40 at third floor
Entry Entry the conference participants At the lobby
8:40-9:00
Information Inform contents of each section and place Art hall at first
9:00 9:20 floor
-Sexual slavery (host: DPRK) Audiovisual
[discussion] International correspondence Room at forth
floor
- Ashes Issue (host : Hong Sang-Jin) Conference
[Announcement] Forced labor’s Ashes : g reports Room at
second floor
Section -Discussion: Forced labor(Host: Mochihashi Tamon) Seminar room
Discussion [Discussion] Disclosure, Amendment of ROK-Japan diplomatic|at second floor
9:00-12:00 agreement/ inquire into the actual state of forced labor
[Announcement] Choi Bong-Tae
[Discussion] Kim Chang-Rok
- Distorted Japan textbook (host: Ahn, Byungwoo) VIP Room at
[Discussion] re-approval about the Textbook in 2005 the third floor
[Announcement] Lee Shin-cheol
Lunch - Lunch time Dinning Room
12:00-13:30 at third floor
Closing -Adopting a joint-statement, the closing ceremony. Art hall at the
Ceremony Host: Im Hun-young (Co-committee chairman) first floor
13:30-15:30 Section announcement (5 minutes for each)
-Adopting declaration: ROK(Lee Sue-ho), DPRK, Japan,
-Closing ceremony announcement: Kang man-kil (Honored conference
committee Chairman)
Intermission - Intermission At the robby
115:30-16:00
Cultural The theme of 'echo for cure’ Art hall at the
Performance : Dancing of Im eung-hee "Flower with a smile’ first floor
16:00-17:30
Movement Move to dinner room At the robby
17:30-18:30
Farewell dinner |- Farewell dinner (special guest) Wedding café
19:00-21:00 - Farewell announcement, All representative makes speech at CCMM
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Movement Arrive at hotel At hotel
21:30-22:00

Round Table - preparation of up-coming conference in 2005(unofficial) At hotel
(unofficial)

22:00-24:00

May 23
(Sun)

. :
Breakfast Foreign participants Dinning room
08:00-09:00 at the third

floor

Departure Departure of each nation’s representation robby

9:00

Movement Arrival at SEODAEMOON Prison

10:00-11:00

North and | Viewing the Prison At

South Korean SEODAEMOO
interchange N Prison
affairs (1) | Photo with all participants

11:00-12:30

Movement Move to the restaurant Kyung-bok
12:30-13:00 Palace

Lunch Lunch time YONGSUSAN
13:00-14:30

(2) Viewing KYUNGBOK palace KYUNGBOK

14:30-16:30 Palace
Movement Conference Room for interchange Affairs

16:30-17:30

North and | North & South co-host event/Host: Lee Shin-Chul(committee member), |Seoul Palace
South  Korean |Bang euen-Jin(actress and director) Hotel
interchange Representation speech: South Korea, North Korea, KOR-JPN, KOR-USA

17:30-20:00 Victim speech: South Korea, North Korea, KOR-JPN
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Preparations for Delegations

1. Presentation(each country)

- Presentation manuscript: until May 8(15 minutes presentation)

- Presentation quantity: 3 pages in A4 size

- Presentation language: simultaneous interpretation (Korean-Japanese, Korean-Chinese, Korean-English)
- Presentation theme:

ROK: the issue of the Japanese military sexual slavery, Forced labor, History distortion

DPRK: the issue of the Japanese military seaxual slavery, Forced labor, History distortion

Japan: the issue of the Japanese military sexual slavery(Rumiko Nishino ), Forced labor (Yoshihiro Sorano and two
more people), Massacre (Akihira Komathu, Wun Jyong,in)

China: Massacre (Wan Wi, min)

Philippines: the issue of the Japanese military sexual slavery(Neria Sancho)

USA: the issue of the Japanese military sexual slavery (Barry Fisher)

2. Survivor's testimony and Introduction of each organization's situation
- Testimony time:
[ May 21 10:30-12:30 (Plenary session)]
Intended survivor: ROK(Kwon Kyi-hoon /Atomic Bomb Victim), DPRK(Lee Sang-ok /Sexual slavery), China(Kang
Gun-bok / Nanking victim), Taiwan(Lu anmei / Sexual Slavery), Philippines (Ammonita / Sexual Slavery), Netherland
(1),

Testimony time: less than 15 minutes

[May 21 afternoon 3:00-6:00 (Special Testimony)]
Intended survivor: DPRK(Hwang Jyong-su /Forced labor), ROK(Sex slave), Korean residents in Japan(Jyong
Un-mo / Forced labor)

Testimony time : less than 20 minutes

- List of survivor who testify, the paper of testimony and profile : until May 4 by fax or e-mail

- Introduction of organization and participant: A4 1sheet until May 4

3. Representation statement of each country

-Speech at Press interview of each national and regional delegation: less than 3 minutes to each country
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-Speech at Reception dinner : less than 3 minutes to each country

-Speech at Farewell dinner : less than 3 minutes to each country

-Speech at interchange North and South Korea: less than 5 minutes to each country- ROK, DPRK, Korean residents in
Japan, Korean American

- Survivor's speech at Interchange party of North & South: less than 5 minutes to each country - ROK(1), DPRK(1),
Korea-Japanese(1)

- Speech at Opening ceremony: less than 5 minutes to each country and region - ROK, PROK, Japan, Philippine, China,
Taiwan

- Speech at Closing: less than 5 minutes ROK

- Declaration of joint speech: ROK, DPRK, Japan

4. Section discussion and a coodinator meeting (argument about this later)
- Attendance: Representation of each country and region, coordinator person in charge one or two persons
- First coordination meeting of each country and region : May 20(Thu) afternoon 3:00-5:00
meeting schedule deliberations, statement adoption propriety and future
- Second coordination meeting of each country and region : May 21(Fri) afternoon 8:00-10:00
discuss about contents of the statement and decision
- Closed Round-table : May 22(Sat) afternoon 10:00-12:00 (unofficial)

Preparation, correspondence, sharing information for up-coming conference in 2005

5. Checking individual participant : notice until May 3
-confirm and announce of discussion in each section
-list your Chinese character, English name position and post

-list your E-mail, Phone number(available)

6. Screening and Exhibition
- If you have a video for screening : Less than 2ominutes, title, caption etc notice (until May 3)

- Goods for Exhibition : book, material etc goods notice (until May 3)

7. Interpreter

- International conference (May 21) Simultaneous interpretation (Korean-Japanese, Korean-Chinese,

Korean-English)

- Section discussion(May 22) Simultaneous interpretation (Korean-Japanese), Whisper  interpretation
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(Korean-Chinese, Korean-English)

8. Receipt concern(in supporting case)

_ - Invoice, Economy class

9. Departure, arrival and transportation concern
-inform departure and arrival schedule (ASAP)
- The Council is to guide from Incheon-international Airport (individual participant: please check 11-2)

- Tel: 82-2-3672-4192,

10. About place of conference and hotel, meal

- Place of conference : International conference room, art hall and seminar room in Seoul Women's Plaza
- Meal: Seoul Women's Plaza(breakfast, lunch, dinner) and another place

- Hotel:

Seoul Women's Plaza

Address: 345-1 Daebang-dong, Dongjak-gu, Seoul

Tel: 82-2-810-5000(TEL), 82-2-810-5100(Fax)

URL: www.seoulwomen.or.kr

Stay: Participant from abroad and Japan

Rainbow Hotel
Address: 98-2, GalWol-dong, Yongsan-Gu, Seoul,
Tel: 82-2-792-9993-5(Tel), 82-2-792-9996(Fax)

URL: www.lodge-rainbow.com

Stay: Participant from Japan
Note: It takes about 15minutes to conference hall.

(subway 1line, from Nam-young station to Dae-pang station 4 stops)

11. Preparation for each participants(Japan, USA, Taiwan etc)

1) Participating expense

Schedule : May 20 - May 23 (Three nights and four days)

=P



Expense :
Meal expense : 150.obowon (Participating expense 20.000 won, Reception dinner, Farewell dinner, Breakfast 3 times,
Lunch 2 times, dinner 1 time)
Stay expense : 165.000 won (3 nights_ 55,000won, single room - Rainbow Hotel)
135.000 won (3 nights_ 45,000won, single room - Seoul Women's Plaza)
Transportation expense : limousine(high class 11,000 won, General type 6,500won)

Note : Check a name of participant in the list by own (a possibility of changing)

2) Traffic
Refer to hotel website when arriving personally, (Flight and Hotel fees are charged personally)
[Seoul Women's Plaza : using limousine 6,500won]

- Inchon airport - get off Yeongdeungpo station (Bus no.608, Gate No 6A, an hour) - Daebang Seoul Women's Plaza
(15minutes by taxi)

[Rainbow Hotel : Using limousine 6,500won]
- Inchon airport - get off Namyung-doug (in front of Sookmyung ) (Bus no.601, Gate No 5B, an hour) - RainbowHotel .

(5 minutes by walk)

3) Hotel refer to near sketch
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Japan's Nationalism and Atonement

Joong-seok Seo
(The Chairperson of the Seoul Convention of the Intemational Joint Council demanding Japan's atonement,
General Representative of the Headquarters of the campaign for the correction of Japanese textbooks and

Protessor at SongKyunKwan University.)

1

We have gathered here to demand Japan's atonement. This is because it is only through
Japan's atonement and the ensuing repentance and reconciliation that we can attain
peace and solidarity in Asia. This is also vital for the creation of Asia’s present and future.
In order to demand Japan's atonement, upon entering the year 2000, we established the
Japanese Military Sexual Slavery War Crimes and International Women's Tribunal and held
an Asian Forum in Pyeong-Yang, North Korea in May 2002. Especially since the
emergence of the Japanese textbook problem in 2001, various academic conferences
were held in places such as Japan, Korea and China and lively joint cam paigns undertaken.
These strengthened ties between Japan, Korea and China more than ever in the interests
of promoting awareness and joint ownership of Asia's history. The first East Asia Peace
Forum for awareness and joint ownership of history ensued in March 2002 in Nanking in
China, followed by a second forum held in Tokyo in February 2003, while the third forum is
planned for August of this year in Seoul. The Auxiliary History Textbook Editing Conference
for the purpose of Japan, Korea and China's awareness and joint ownership of history was
also held as required and thus the writing of the texts nears completion.

In March of this year, a most meaningful demonstration demanding Japan's atonement
was held. This was the 600" Wednesday Demonstration” held in front of Seoul's
Japanese Embassy, pressing for an official apology and victims' compensation from the
Japanese government. These meetings were held in places such as Masan and Ulsan in
Korea. and also in countries such as Japan, USA, Philippines, Taiwan, Germany, Spain
and Belgium. The Wednesday Demonstration” began at 12 noon on Wednesday in the
lead up to Japanese Prime Minister, Miyazawa Kiishi's visit to Korea in 1992, when the
Korean Council for the Women Drafted for Military Sexual Slavery by Japan demanded
compensation for and acknowledgement of those forcibly drafted as military sex slaves by
Japan. This is how it began, and in the blink of an eye, the 600™ demonstration has crept
up upon us. One grandmother's words provides an insight into the sadness and anger pent
up in the hearts of the victims of the Japanese military’s sex slavery: When / first stood
before the Japanese embassy in these demonstrations, my hair was black but now it is
white. "There is a Korean saying: With the passage of ten years, even huge mountains will
change.” However despite bearing witness to and being on the receiving end of these
demonstrations for 12 years, that the Japanese government can still flatly turn down the

requests of these grandmothers makes one feel anew just how shameless and
unenlightened they can be

The demand for Japan's atonement has received the widespread support of the
international public and the strong sympathy of authoritative international organizations.
Though a limited example, the Japanese judicature also ruled in favor of the truth and
conseqguently expelled the problematic texts from schools.

Al the International Human Rights Conference in June 1993, the point emphasized was

that the effective confrontation and punishment of problems such as sexual slavery is
essential, while in January 1994 the International Law Society emphasized in their final
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report on the Japanese Military’s Sexual Slavery that Japan's actions had violated
international convention. In the second United Nations Human Rights Conference in March
1996, in a report by Radhika Coomaraswamy, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on
Sexual Violence against Women, Japan was advised to accept legal responsibility for its
military sexual slavery problem, individually redress victims, establish a special government
administered court, punish offenders such as those who drafted the sex slaves for the
Japanese military and ensure that related texts reflect historical truth. Also the special
report on wartime systematic violation and slavish treatment of sex slaves presented by
Special Rapporteur Gay MacDougall on the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination, a sub-committee of the United Nations Human Rights Commission,
proved that the Japanese Military’'s program of sexual slavery was an unmistakable
violation of international law, and verified the responsibility of the Japanese government to
redress victims and prosecute those responsible for establishing the Eomfort facilities”.
The resolution to charge Japan with these responsibilities was passed in August 1999 by
the United Nations Human Rights Commission at the same time it was passed in the
Californian Lower House. In December 2000 at the Japanese Military Sexual Slavery War
Crimes and International Women's Tribunal, the former Japanese emperor, Hirohito, was
charged responsible for the inhumane acts committed in the course of the war, such as
rape and sexual slavery. The International Labor Organization (ILO) also stressed Japan's
responsibility in this matter, while in April 2001, the UN Human Rights Commission noted
that Special Rapporteur Radhika Coomaraswamy'’s report was thost positive™ and passed
a resolution calling for the abolition of sexual violence.

Although the Japanese Court only represents a fragment, its rulings safeguarded truth and
justice. Through the lawsuits involving such companies as the Japanese Steel Manutacturer
Gamaishi (1997.9.), Japanese Steel Pipe (1999.4.), Fujikoshi (2000.7.), Hanaoka
(2000.11.), reconciliation between the companies in question and the victims could come
about. In the Ryurenjin lawsuit (2001.7.) related to the forcible apprehension of the
Chinese. the Tokyo Regional Court ruled that the Japanese government pay 20 million yen
for its negligence in relation to providing post-war relief.

A good example demonstrating the exireme self-centeredness of the Japanese
government and society is the treatment of the Korean victims of the atomic bomb.
Although Japanese victims received approximately 2 trillion yen by 1998, the Korean
victims. who make up one tenth of the Japanese victims, after a long and hard struggle
only received one-off payments in 1990 from the Japanese government totaling 4 billion.
However in the Kwak Kwi Hun lawsuit in December 2002, the Osaka High Court ruled that,
flo matter where the bomb victims are from, the fact that they are bomb victims cannot
be dismissed.” Thus the Japanese government abandoned the decision to appeal,
however through their decision to make Korean bomb victims come to Japan at least once
in order to collect the valid compensation payment as set out in the Bomb Victim
Protection Act, the elderly or ill when unable to receive their rightful compensation, while
they restricted the provision of free medical diagnoses and payment of medical fees to
within Japan. In addition there was no compensation or protection offered to North Korean
bomb victims. After the passage of 57 years in the year 2002 when virtually all the bomb
victims have already deceased, the fact that No matter where the bomb victims are from,
the fact that they are bomb victims cannot be dismissed.” has finally been acknowledged,
but is still being rejected.

The area in which the campaign demanding Japan's atonement has been most successful,

at least superficially, would be the Japanese textbook issue. To summarize in short the
Japanese govemment's basic stance on the junior high school history textbook in 2001,
they switched from #&xamination seeking to reject” to gxamination seeking to approve”.
This was in order to authorize a textbook that glorified Japan's militaristic and fascist
invasion of Asia, failed to record the Japanese military’s program of sexual slavery, the
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civ'glian massacres that occurred in Korea and East Asia and Unit 731's bi i

while vaguely passing over the Rape of Nanking. This is a criticalsposin? ?rio?égglll\;;agﬁ?gg
Japanese g_ovem“ment's deceit and hypocrisy. The senior high school text, Recent
Japanese History”, authorized in 2002, not only glorified Japan's war of aggreésion even
tunhe{. t!ul especially glorified the invasion of China, and called for a revision of Japan's
Constllutlonl(Chapter Il The Renunciation of War, Article 9 Mo war clause”) Hour:rever
thanks to fierce resistance from Japanese and Korean citizen groups Ihe- adoption
percentage“of the new junior high textbook composed by the New Hgszory Textbook
Conference” was recorded at 0.039% (521 copies) while a mere 1.83% (1056 copies) of
the _Recenl Japanese History”, composed by the Japanese Assembly, was adopted

Despite the fact that the voices of conscientious forces worldwide derr;anding Japan'é
atonemer}t are onlg becoming louder as they receive injury, and authoritative human rights
orgam:zatlons and international assemblies are clearly pointing out the responsibilities of
Japan's goyernment and society, Japan continues to firmly shut its doors of conscience
Japan continues to fail to display a sincere attitude towards its military sexual slaven;f
program by acknowledging the Japanese government’s act of forcibly apprehending
civilians, formally apologizing, examining the truth, erecting a memorial tower and history
museum, compensating victims, providing historical education or punishing those
responsible. Despite having watched the Wednesday Demonstrations” of victim
grandmot‘hers before the Japanese Embassy in Korea for the 600" time they give no repl

All they did at the 600" Wednesday Demonstration” was receive the déclaration delivereg'
by the Korean Council for the Women Drafted for Military Sexual Slavery by Japan

It is Jmposs_nble for the Japanese to be unaware of the fact that the United States and
Canada pgld twenty thousand dollars to each victim of Japanese descent placed in a
co_nqentration camp during the Second World War, that the governments of Canada
Britain, the Ngtheflands and New Zealand paid compensation to the Japanese prisoners olf
war held_cgptwe in their respective countries or that Korea and Taiwan provided pensions
for the victims drafted as Japan's military sex slaves. Despite being aware of this, Japan
attempts 1o make do with a National Fund for Peace in Asia for Women”. It is' with a
heavy heart that we observe that this fund is not only being used to cover up lhhe Japanese

government’s crime and avoid responsibility, but that it is vehementl i ivisi
. . b _iar : en
between victims and civilian organizations. e

There is no doubt that Japan is aware that from July 2001, German

mhurnan_e_ actions committed in the past through acﬁions and not wgrgngisgggir:gg;etloft::
of 10 b|!||9n marks to approximately 1.2 million victims under the slogan Bemember
Resporjsrbiftly‘ Future” in relation to the forcible labor program undertaken by privaté
enterpnsgs under Nazi rule. We have no interesting in arguing here over facts such as that
compgmeslsuch as Mitsui and Mitsubishi ran comfort facilities” at coal mines under the
specific guidance of the Japanese government. Quite simply it is accounted that the
amount Germany spent on post-war compensation up to 1988, when converted to an
amount per capita, exceeds that of Japan by sixty-five times (The Asahi Newspaper
1993.8,18_). although Japan handed over no less than 13 billion dollars to the United
Siate_s_dunng the Gulf War in 1991 without complaint and spent 31 trillion yen (recorded as
40 Ir,l’llngn yen in a book published in 1991 Civilians' Proposal for the Korean-Japanese
Pact”) in pensions and relief payments to the families of Japanese soldiers killed in battle
between 1945 and 1990. | wish to point out that the total compensation paid by Japan to
Korea and South East Asia in the aftermath of the Second World War amounts to only

Whyl is il thal the Japangse resist opening their hearts to widespread international public
senumgnt and @he adwcg of authoritative human rights organizations? Would it be
excessive to claim that this phenomenon is due to Japan's rightist inclination resulting

- 57 -



from the combined effects of a discriminating mass media and political demagoguery,
and the autistic nature of a self-centered Japanese society?

2,
In this day, from the writings of a French professor in the final year of the twentieth century,

a situation is unfolding worldwide that could be called the #lobalization of repentance and
reconciliation”. In the 1980s, the 1990s and the 2000s, in places such a South Africa.
Germany, Europe, Asia, Central and South America, repentance, reconciliation and
atonement has vigorously occurred and continues to do so. This is in order to newly create
the present and future by remembering the twentieth century of slaughter and brutality
through the emotions of the victims.

However Japan alone is undergoing an extreme rightist phenomenon, as if it were an
extraterrestrial island trying to make amends for its lost ten years as the twentieth century
came to an end, and as we cross over into the twenty—first century, it is taking this
extremity one step further. Many Japanese intellectuals with good common sense say
comfortingly that this is merely a passing phenomenon. However it is certain that the
current situation is far from optimistic. Against this stormy backdrop, any repentance,
apology or redress for the past atrocities — the war of aggression and colonial invasion -
can only have very little persuasive power.

From the end of the twentieth century, Japan has seized each and every opportunity to go
down the path of nationalism and militarism. Defying the volley of opposition from world
opinion, the Diet passed three measures relating to crisis legislation in June 2003,
immediately following the United States' Bush's invasion of lrag - a bill to cope with
military attack, a bill to amend defense force legislation and a bill to establish a assembly
to guarantee security - consequently exciting the rightists with the new promise of war

capability.

As Japan continues along the road to becoming a militant nation, its neighbors who clearly
remember the past can only gaze upon Japan with anxiety and distrust. That Japan is
encouraging the wave of militancy using the military power of its neighboring nations as an
excuse is no different from Japan's stubbom insistence that it invaded Korea at the
beginning of the twentieth century because it believed Russia would takeover Korea.
Japan's military expenditure is the second largest in the world, it possesses 8 tons of
refined plutonium and a further 35 tons accum ulated in European refineries.

Prime Minister Koizumi's referring to the Defense Force as an army in the Diet for the first
time since the inauguration of the Defense Force in 1954 and suggestion that a pre-
emptive strike was permissible in a state of emergency when he passed three bills through
the Diet at a Upper House Special Committee for Crisis Legislation is a dangerous
development in itself, while the promotion of Abe Shinjo to the position of the Secretary
General of the Liberal Democratic Party could be called an example of conniving political
demagoguery. Abe Shinjo, the son of Abe Shintaro and the only grandson of Gishi
Nobusuke, an A-class war criminal who served lwo terms as Prime Minister, created in
1997 an 4ssembly of young Diet members concerned about Japan's future and historical
education” and argued that the Military Sexual Slavery” problem does not exist and should
be removed from textbooks. Widely known as a anti-North Korean hardliner, he took over
the responsibility for maintaining diplomatic relations with North Korea from Tanaka Hiroshi
of the Department of Foreign Affairs, who receded after being branded a ftraitor for
promoting diplomatic relations with North Korea.

On February of this year. on the hundredth anniversary of the outbreak of the Russo-

Japanese War, in which Japanese militarism reared its head in earnest, which also
became the foothold for Japan's invasion of Korea, the islands of Japan were swept up in
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a _suspicmusiy heated atmosphere. Not only did far-rightist newspapers publish feature
am_c!e's on the hundredth anniversary of the Russo-Japanese War on such topics as the
nation's war, but in the first overseas deployment of troops to a combat zone since the
Second World War, the ninety soldiers that constitute the main Land Defense Force wer

made to ma_lke their victorious entry into Irag's Samawa on February 8, the datz
commemorating the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War. Such acts 'c)nly made
permanent -the provocative impression left upon neighboring countries Foreign wires
reported that many Japanese believed the Defense Force troops déployed in lIraq
represented the _résurrection of Japan's imperial history” while the youth displayed a
teelmgl of gooqwm towards the military. Furthermore forty-three Japanese Diet member.

collectively paid homage at the Meiji Shrine on February 10, the date on which Ja ai
declgred war against Russia. It was revealed that these Diet members inaugurat d[:h

meeting for the instruction of the Russo-Japanese War. g °

A_ few days before composing this piece of writing. | had occasion to hear one professor
disclose that the current Japan in difficult to understand. Although it is possible to explain
why the phenomena of the past occurred when taking into account the Japan of the t?me
it seems that | am not alone in feeling that this is impossible in the current situation. It i.
as though Japan is suffering from a serious psychological disorder. e

On Septlerr_lber 17, 2002, following the Pyeong Yang summit between North Korea and
Japan, mcndentf.s of violence and abuse, such as the case where a female student of a
Korean_ school in Japan had her skirt ripped with a knife, occurred one after the other
Accor_dlng to a damage investigation on the actual state of affairs, conducted by aﬁ
orgamzapon between November 30, 2002 and March 20 2003 on 2?10' students at Korean
schools in areas suph as Saitama-ken in Tokyo province in the Kantou region, 522 replied
:hal they had exper_renced violence and verbal abuse, particularly more so if siudents were
”:ernale or younger in age. Some young students say that this abuse is to the extent where
ey are reminded of the massacre of Koreans at the time of the Kantou Earthquake i
September 1923 about which they heard from their parents. ! "

Although it is astonishing that in September 2003, explosives where discovered in the
private parklng lot of Tanaka Hitoshi of the Department of Foreign Affairs, who played

key rqle in the execution of the Japanese — North Korean summit, it v;ras even ymor:
shocking that Tokyo's provincial govemor. Ishihara Shintaro should overtly state that It is
no wonde_r that explosives should be installed”. In October, a little over a month after
making this statement, Ishihara was invited as a speaker at a conference to rescue the
Japanes_e abducted by North Korea. Here he argued along the lines that the colonial
occupation of the Korean Peninsula was not a forceful invasion, but a humane decision
based upon Korean consensus. How can one explain how such a figure could be elected
to the position of provincial governor with an overwhelming difference in votes in a plac

such as Tokyo, and be a promising candidate for future Prime Minister? e

In order to solve the problem of North Korea’s abduction of Japanese nationals. the first
s_tep rnu_s! Ieaq on from the Japanese-North Korean summit, were the North adlmitted to
krdnappmg thirteen Japanese nations, apologized and expressed the intention of
prev_emmg such an occurrence from repeating. However following the return of the five
survivors of the past kidnapping incident to Japan as part of a temporary homecoming
iﬁil. the Japanese government is showing an attitude that is difficult to understand.

ough there was a definite promise to return the five survivors to Pyeong Yang, that the
Japanese broke their promise, decided not turn retum the five. and delivered an dltimatum
demanding that the families of the five also be returned or else diplomatic relations would

be T !DDSSFbIE IS NO dff ele!t om l rann lfea(e” fg tO || l [Fade a”d rem |"a 1ice |
Yy
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The consigning of government school inspectors from Tokyo’s Provincial Education
Committee to each school to observe the raising of the flag and singing of the national
anthem at this year's graduation ceremonies in March, the warnings delivered to 77
schools and 176 staff members for not standing to attention during the singing of the
national anthem and canceling contract renewal, is reminiscent of Imperial Japan and
causes great confusion. Also incomprehensible is the persecution of Iraqis by Japan's
government and society with regard to the recent Iragi kidnapping incident of Japanese

nationals.

Amongst the incidents that have been occurring in Japan recently, one that incites strong
feelings of anger and distrust is that ot Prime Minister Koizumi's paying homage at the
Yasukuni Shrine and the related quibble. It is well known that fourteen A-class war
criminals, such as past Prime Minister Tojo Hideki, are enshrined at Yasukuni Shrine
(1978.10.) along with B and C-class war criminals who were prosecuted for ordering or
executing the act of war, and a huge number of Japanese commanders such as generals
and lieutenant-generals who died in battle during the Sino-Japanese War. Conseguently
the Yasukuni Shrine has become a symbol of Japan's militaristic aggression. Furthermore,
the Yasukuni Shrine rejected the request for the relocation of the twenty-eight thousand
Taiwanese and twenty-one thousand Koreans enshrined there.

Prime Minister Koizumi paid homage at the Yasukuni Shrine once a year from his
inauguration in April 2001. however he shrewdly made a surprise visit on January 1 of this
year. Then in the Diet on February 10, he explained that he did not oppose the
enshrinement of A-class war criminals. On March 28, he commented that, I‘he]l could not
tolerate the strange and antagonistic attitude of foreigners [regarding this issue] " and
frankly stated that, denerally the heroes of one country are branded as villains in another”.
With regard to the ruling of the Fukuoka Regional Court on April 7 that, the Prime
Minister's visits to the Yasukuni Shrine violate Aricle 20 clause 3 (separation of church and
state) of the constitution,” he defended his position on the grounds that Because the
visits to the Shrine are founded on his personal principles, it is a private matter”. During a
press conference, he shook his head, uttering no less than sixteen times that he did not
understand why his actions were unconstitutional”. So as not to be outstripped by the
Prime Minister on this issue, the Secretary General of the Liberal Democratic Party, Abe
Shinjo made his position clear by saying the Prime Minister's visits to the Shrine are not in
violation of the constitution and are within its bounds™.

Koizumi and Abe's resistance to the judicial ruling, that there exists an undeniable
possibility that they are acting unconstitutionally, makes one wonder if they are upholding
the principle and law of separating the three arms of government (the Legislative, the
Executive and Judiciary). As the chief justice of the Gamekawa Court indicated, there is no
way that Koizumi would not realize that there is a constitutional problem. In January 1991,
the Sendai High Court ruled that, the formal visitation [of shrines] is an unconstitutional
action which falls under religious activities prohibited under Article 20, clause 3 of the
constitution,” a ruling which was made irrevocable by the Court of Appeal. In February
1992, the Fukuoka High Court also ruled that, the continuation of formal shrine visitation
is unconstitutional,” and this ruling was also made irrevocable. Koizumi's insistence that
his shrine visitation is a personal matter is as futile an act as attempting to conceal the sky
with one’s hand, and is no less than a fallacy mocking the Japanese people. The Prime
Minister’s visit in a full dress coat differs not from his visit this year in Kimono dress.

That Koizumi would so senselessly liken war criminals like Tojo to heroes makes one
wonder whether he is of sound mind, and a member of a civilized country. War criminals
such as Tojo are in the same throng as enemies of humanity and militaristic Fascists like
Hitler. who by instigating inhumane and uncivilized acts of war caused the deaths of
millions and inflicted unspeakable pain upon bilions. These are the ones responsible for
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reason to fundamentally change the circumstance.

The Korean and Japanese governments are making conflicting assertions in interpreting
such problems as the nullity of the Uelsa Treaty and Korea's status as the single legally
recognized government on the Korean Peninsula in the Korean-Japanese Pacl, however
these points must be clarified in the new pact. It is necessary recall that at the time of the
Korean Japanese Conference, there was a huge resistance movement in relation to these
points, due to the fact that the conference was carried out in a secret location. Also it
must be taken into account that in recent times, many new resources have been
excavated and new investigations have accomplished. Japan's apology must also be
elucidated in the new pact.

The Korean-Japanese Right of Claim Agreement has been a source of much injury for
victims forcibly apprehended by Japan. Although the fact that the Korean government paid
petty sums from claim funds to an extremely limited portion of victims is problematic, this
is due to the fact that the current agreement is the greatest obstacle for the compensation
for victims forcibly apprehended by Japan. In customary compensation courts, claims
were rejected on grounds such as the statute of_limitations, the position of the individual in
international law, the argument absolving the state from responsibility and the argument
separating the actions of private enterprises from the actions of the state. Furthermore the
need to amend the pact has been drastically curtailed against the backdrop of Japan's
safeguard measure against the lawsuits brought against it in places such as Korea and
America, thanks to the argument that the Japanese government has fulfilled the conditions
of the previous pact, absolving them from responsibility and taking away the need for the
pact to exist.

The revision of the Korean Japanese Pact is also being requested due to the changing
political situation in East Asia. As all are aware, the Korean- Japanese Pact was
concluded in 1965 in the same context as the San Francisco Treaty and the New
Japanese-American Security Pact and is therefore interlocked in the strengthening of the
Korean American Japanese three-way security system. The three governments concluded
this treaty with regard to the hostile policies of North Korea, China and the Soviet Union.
However relationships between North and South Korea, Japan and America, and China
and Russia have completely altered. The North and South Mutual Agreement of 1991 was
adopted, and the historic North-South Joint Declaration presented on June 15, 2000. The
North Korean-Japanese Joint Declaration of September 17. 2002 also clearly shows the
changing state of East Asia.

If the revision of the Korean-Japanese Pact is difficult, the two governments can solve the
problem through a Joint Declaration” or a Joint Interpretation”. Additionally the clauses
relating to Japan's atonement in the North Korean-Japanese Pact may be clarified and
methods of applying it to the Korean-Japanese Pact investigated.

In order to achieve peace and reconciliation in East Asia, so inextricably linked to Japan's
atonement, we urge the swift establishment of diplomatic relations between Japan and
North Korea. The establishment of diplomatic relations between Japan and North Korea
will bring down the final barrier of cold war in East Asia and become the path to creating a
present and future based on peace and cooperation against the backdrop of repentance
and reconciliation. Should Japan compensate based upon their statement in their
declaration on September 17 = We humbly acknowledge the historical fact that we have
inflicted enormous pain and injury on the Korean people through our past colonial rule, and
wish to express our apology through a heart of earnest repentance” — it would symbolize
an epoch-making conversion regarding the problem of their atonement, and the beginning
of a new future in Asia embracing a new Japan.

We are well aware that Japan is in a dangerous situation. Through such acts as the Prime
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Ministe_r publicly declaring that he would continue to pay homage at the Yasukuni Shrine
Japan is in fact conducting itself in a manner that is retrogressive to achieving atonementb
Also thle 'é'!sse_mbly of young Diet members concerned about Japan's future and historicél
education” originated by Abe Shinjo, in which eighty Liberal Democratic Party Diet
members are a part of, reached a consensus in February this year that there was a
problem with the term, forcible apprehension,” featured in an exam question, and agreed
to lead a campaign to erase accounts relating to forcible apprehensions” from history
textbookg Last_ April, a certain Japanese newspaper reported that specific figures relating
to Japan's forcible apprehensions, which were recorded in a primary school social studies
textbook, were erased by the will of the publisher. The Japanese government argued with
the audacity of a thief, putting the cart before the horse with their confounded reasoning
that the textbook problem had arisen due to the authorized version being released
prematurely. and did their utmost to prevent the premature release of the approved version
It is only ngtural to be concerned as to what kind of textbook will be borne from the
gpvernment s policy of examining with the intention of authorizing. and as to how much
higher than 2001 the adoption percentage of the textbooks composed by the assembly for

the creation of a new history textbook will be, due to the intensification of Japan's rightist
phenomenon.

i—_iowgver it is not as though Japan's government and society are unaware that the present
nghusl phenomenon cannot be aliowed to continue. As in the past, changes in America
ywll be play a Irole. but most importantly, Japan understands that they cannot continue to
ignore the sol@arity of and criticism from the international community and the repulsion
and confrontation of neighboring countries, and realizes the need to show a positive
change in favor of atonement in any form.

After the passage of sixty years, the survivors of forcible apprehension programs are
extremely scarce. Germany's Remember, Responsibility, Future” Foundation infers that
1% of these people naturally decease every month. Of the 212 surviving Japanese military
sex_siaveslregistered with the current Korean government, 81 deceased between 1993 and
April _of this year, leaving behind a remainder of 131 survivors as of April 2004. These
remaining survivors are mostly over the age of 80, and thus have a high probability of
passing away soon. The majority of the victims of Japan's military sexual slavery program
are grandmothgrs who reside alone and suffer from post-trauma stress. According to the
results ot_an investigation conducted by Yonsei University, whereby 26 victims where
psychologlcgrly assessed between June and August of 2003, all participants were suffering
from {h_e pain of post-trauma stress while a portion of them were suffering from illness
proportionate to that of a hospitalized patient.

In this way, the issue of Japan's atonement is an urgent one. We have pledged to
endeavor to strengthen the international solidarity between the forces demanding Japan's
atonemgnl‘ and al the same time, we will work for the strengthening of international ties
and acrweliy confront Japan's government and businesses in order to bolster negotiations
for reconcthation with Korea so that legislation may be enacted in the Japanese Diet for
the ha_sten;ng of the solving of the military sex slave problem, indemnification for the acts
co_mmmed by B and C-class war criminals, and the supporting of detainees in Siberia
Thrs_ year, the Special Act for the Investigation of the Truth Relating to Forcnbié
Mob1||zat|on under Imperial Japan” and the Special Act for the Investigation of the Truth
relating to Unpatriotic Acts Committed by Japanophiles” was passed by the Korean
parliament. The new parliament that has set sail this summer will exert itseli even further
for _the cause of Japan's atonement We earnestly request that Japan's government and
society endeavor 1o create a unified Asia, healed through repentance and reconciliation
like Europe, so that the past will no longer haunt them

(#4e4 Sharnie Kim )
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