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<Summary>
Reporting “The Clarification Commission For Suspicious Death”

Park, Rae-Kun
Member of the Sarangbang

This article aims at reporting the achievements and limits of
the “The Clanfication Commission on Suspicious Death” during
the first term.

The authoritarian government in Korea oppressed a lot of the
political opposing groups and critical intellectuals. The dictators
and their perpetrators committed massacre expressively and were
suspected of committing political murders secretly. The unclarified
deaths caused in the prior governments has been called as
“Suspicious Death.”

The authoritarian government had refused to acknowledge
constantly most illegal arrests, detentions, torture or murder.
From the year of 1992 the process of transition from dictatorship
to democratic civili state began slowly and loosely in Korea. The
victims’ families and the “Succession Solidarity” have demanded
clarification, reparation, prosecution of wrongdoers from government
for a decade. They made a monumental long-term sit-in
demonstration for the Clarification Act. At last Kim Dae-Jung
Government promised to clanfy the Suspicious Death and
enacted the “Special Act on Suspicious Death Clarification.” The
First Clarification Commission was established according to the

special act.
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After two vyear of clarification activity the Commission
published the first report on suspicious death clarification Vol in
Feb 2003. The Commission and its clarification reports is one of
the most important achievements in human rights movement
history. But there are some deadly defects in the competence of
the Commission. The Commission was not authorized to
investigate the suspected wrongdoers and criminals sufficiently
and to carry through the commission’s decisions resolutely. It
reflected lack of a sudden, sharp break with the past regime.
Most state organizations and their agents exert to conceal and
manipulate the truth of suspicious deaths caused by them in the
prior government.

The Succession Solidarity and human rights movement
associations have the initiative of organizing and managing the
Clarification Commission. But there are often conflicts between
the members from human rights movement and members from
the government in the commission. The non-governmental
members have made so many trials and errors in commission
activities.

Recently the Commission operation term was prolonged and
the Second Commission was established. But the fundamental
problem of the commission has not modified. In the teeth of
legal restrictions the Second Commission should overcome the

fallacies of the First Commission,
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