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11,

BEIJING DECLARATION

We, the Governments participating in the Fourth World Conference on Women,

Gathered here in Beijing in September 1995, the year of the fiftieth
anniversary of the founding of the United Nations,

Determined to advance the goals of equality, development and peace for all
women everywhere in the interest of all humanity,

Acknowledging the voices of all women everywhere and taking note of the
diversity of women and their roles and circumstances, honouring the women
who paved the way and inspired by the hope present in the world’s youth,

Recognize that the status of women has advanced in some important respects
in the past decade but that progress has been uneven, inequalities between
women and men have persisted and major obstacles remain, with serious
consequences for the well-being of all people,

Also recognize that this situation is exacerbated by the increasing poverty
that is affecting the lives of the majority of the,world’'s people, in
particular women and children, with origins in both the national and
international domains,

Dedicate ourselves unreservedly to addressing these constraints and
obstacles and thus enhancing further the advancement and empowerment of
women all over the world, and agree that this requires urgent action in the
spirit of determination, hope, cooperation and solidarity, now and to carry
us forward into the next century.

We reaffirm our commitment to:

The equal rights and inherent human dignity of women and men and other
purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, to
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international human
rights instruments, in particular the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, as well as the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence
against Women and the Declaration on the Right to Development;

Ensure the full implementation of the human rights of women and of the girl
child as an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of all human rights
and fundamental freedoms;

Build on consensus and progress made at previous United Nations conferences
and summits - on women in Nairobi in 1985, on children in New York in 1950,
on environment and development in Rio de Janeiro in 1592, on human rights
in Vienna in 1993, on population and development in Cairo in 1994 and on
social development in Copenhagen in 1995 with the objective of achieving
equality, development and peace;

Achieve the full and effective implementation of the Nairobi Forward-
locking Strategies for the Advancement of Women;




12.

13.

14.

15.
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17.

18.

15.

20.

21.

werment and advancement of women, including the right to freed

The empo
thought, conscience, religion and belief, thus contributing to the mora

ethical, spiritual and intellectual needs of women and men, individuall 22.
in community with others and thereby guaranteeing them the possibility
realizing their full potential in society and shaping their lives in
accordance with their own aspirations. 23
We are convinced that:
Women's empowerment and their full participation on the basis of equalit 24,
in all spheres of society, including participation in the decision-making
process and access to power, are fundamental for the achievement of |
equality, development and peace;

25.
Women's rights are human rights;

26.

Equal rights, opportunities and access to resources, equal sharing of
responsibilities for the family by men and women, and a harmonious
partnership between them are critical to their well-being and that of thej
families as well as to the consclidation of democracy;

Eradication of poverty based on sustained economic growth, social
development, environmental protection and social justice requires iée . 27.
involvement of women in economic and social development, equal

opportunities and the full and equal participation of women and me

agents and beneficiaries of people-centred sustainable development;

as

The explicit recognition and reaffirmation of the right of all women to 28.
control all aspects of their health, in particular their own fertility, is
basic to their empowerment;

Local, national, regional and global peace'is attainable and is _
inextricably linked with the advancement of women, who are a fundamental
force for leadership, conflict resclution and the promotion of lasting

peace at all levels;

It is essential to design, implement and monitor, with the full 29.
participation of women, effective, efficient and mutually reinforcing
gender-sensitive policies and programmes, including development policies 30.

and programmes, at all levels that will foster the empowerment and
advancement of women;

The participation and contribution of all actors of civil society, 31,
particularly women's groups and networks and other non-governmental
organizations and community-based organizations, with full respect for 32,

their autonomy, in cooperation with Governments, are important to the
effective implementation and follow-up of the Platform for Action;

The implementation of the Platform for Action requires commitment from
Governments and the international community. By making national and

international commitments for action, including those made at the 33,
Conference, Governments and the international community recognize the n
to take priority action for the empowerment and advancement of women.

34,

We are determined to:

Integsify efforts and actions toc achieve the goals of the Nairobi Forward-
looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women by the end of this century;

Ensure the full enjoyment by women and the girl child of all human rights
and fundamental freedoms and take effective action against violations of
these rights and freedoms;

Tak? all necessary measures to eliminate all forms of discrimination
against women and the girl child and remove all obstacles to gender
equality and the advancement and empowerment of women;

Encourage men to participate fully in all actions towards equality;

Promote women's economic independence, including employment, and eradicate
the persistent and increasing burden of poverty on women by addressing the
structural causes of poverty through changes in economic structures,
ensuring equal access for all women, including those in rural areas, as
vita% development agents, to productive resources, opportunities and public
services;

Promote people-centred sustainable development, including sustained
economic growth, through the provision of basic gducation, life-long
education, literacy and training, and primary health care for girls and
women;

Take positive steps to ensure peace for the advancement of women and,
recognizing the leading role that women have played in the peace movement,
work actively towards general and complete disarmament under strict and
effective international control, and support negotiations on the
conclusion, without delay, of a universal and multilaterally and
effectively verifiable comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty which
contributes to nuclear disarmament and the prevention of the proliferation
of nuclear weapons in all its aspects;

Prevent and eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls;

Ensure equal access to and equal treatment of women and men in education
and health care and enhance women's sexual and reproductive health as well
as education;

Promote and protect all human rights of women and girls;

Intensify efforts to ensure equal enjoyment of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all women and girls who face multiple barriers to
their empowerment and advancement because of such factors as their race,
age, language, ethnicity, culture, religion, or disability, or because they
are indigenous people;

Ensure respect for international law, including humanitarian law, in order
to protect women and girls in particular;

Develop the fullest potential of girls and women of all ages, ensure their
ful} and equal participation in building a better world for all and enhance
their role in the development process.
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We are determined to:

Ensure women's egqual access to economic resources, including land, credit
science and technology, vocational training, information, communication sz

markets, as a means to further the advancement and empowerment of women

girls, including through the enhancement of their capacities to enjoy t CONTENTS

benefits of equal access to these resources, inter alia, by means of
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v Chapter I

MISSION STATEMENT

1. The Platform for Action is an agenda for women's empowerment. It aims at
accelerating the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women 1/ and at removing all the obstacles to women’s active
participation in all spheres of public and private life through a full and equal
share in economic, social, cultural and political decision-making. This mean
that the principle of shared power and responsibility should he established
between women and men at home, in the workplace and in the wider national and
international communities. Equality between women and men is a matter of human
rights and a condition for social justice and is also a necessary and
fundamental prerequisite for equality, development and peace. A transformed
partnership based on equality between women and men is a condition for people-
centred sustainable development. A sustained and long-term commitment is
essential, so that women and men can work together for themselves, for their
children and for society to meet the challenges of the twenty-first century.

2. The Platform for Action reaffirms the fundamental principle set forth in
the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, 2/ adopted by the World
Conference on Human Rights, that the human rights of women and of the gipl ch
are an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rigFts.
an agenda for action, the Platform seeks to promote and protect the full
enjoyment of all human rights and the fundamental freedoms of all women

throughout their life cycle.

3. The Platform for Action emphasizes that women share common concerns that
can be addressed only by working together and in partnership with men towards
the common goal of gender* equality around the world. It respects and values
the full diversity of women's situations and conditions and recognizes that so
women face particular barriers to .their empowerment.

4. The Platform for Action requires immediate and concerted action by all to
create a peaceful, just and humane world based on human rights and fundamental
freedoms, including the principle of equality for all people of all ages and
from all walks of life, and to this end, recognizes that broad-based and

sustained economic growth in the context of sustainable development is necessar)
to sustain social development and social justice.

5. The success of the Platform for Action will require a strong commitment on
the part of Governments, international organizations and institutions at all @
levels. It will also require adequate mobilization of resources at the national
and international levels as well as new and additional resources to the
developing countries from all available funding mechanisms, including
multilateral, bilateral and private sources for the advancement of women;
financial resources to strengthen the capacity of national, subregional,
regiocnal and international institutions; a commitment to egqual rights, equal
responsibilities and equal opportunities and to the equal participation of wol
and men in all national, regional and international bodies and policy-making
processes; and the establishment or strengthening of mechanisms at all levels
for accountability to the world’s women.

* For the commonly understood meaning of the term “gender", see annex I
to the present report.
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GLOBAL FRAMEWORK

6. The Fourth World Conference on Women is taking place as the world stands
poised on the threshold of a new millennium.

7. The Platform for Action upholds the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women 3/ and builds upon the Naircbi Forward-
lcoking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, as well as relevant resolutions
adopted by the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly. The
formulation of the Platform for Action is aimed at establishing a basic group of
priority actions that should be carried out during the next five years.

. The Platform for Action recognizes the importance of the agreements reached
at the World Summit for Children, the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development, the World Conference on Human Rights, the Internmational
conference on Population and Development and the World Summit for Social
pevelopment, which set out specific approaches and commitments to fostering
gustainable development and international cooperation and to strengthening the
role of the United Nations to that end. Similarly, the Global Conference on the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, the International
conference on Nutrition, the International Conference on Primary Health Care and
the World Conference on Education for All have addresséd the various facets of
development and human rights, within their specific perspectives, paying
significant attention to the role of women and girls. In additien, the
International Year for the World's Indigenous People, 4/ the International Year
of the Family, 5/ the United Nations Year for Tolerance, &/ the Geneva
Declaration for Rural Women, 7/ and the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women 8/ have also emphasized the issues of women’s empowerment
and equality.

9 The objective of the Platform for Action, which is in full conformity with
the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and
international law, is the empowerment of all women. The full realization of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms of all women is essential for the
empowerment of women. While the significance of national and regional
particularities and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds must
be borne in mind, it is the duty of States, regardless of their political,
economic and cultural systems, to promote and protect all human rights and
fundamental freedoms. 3/ The implementation of this Platform, including through
naticnal laws and the formulation of strategies, policies, programmes and
development priorities, is the sovereign responsibility of each State, in
conformity with all human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the significance
of and full respect for various religious and ethical values, cultural
backgrounds and philoscphical convictions of individuals and their communities
should contribute to the full enjoyment by women of their human rights in order
to achieve equality, development and peace.

10: Since the World Conference to Review and RAppraise the Achievements of the
Uh?ted Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, held at
Nairobi in 1985, and the adoption of the Nairobi Forward-loocking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women, the world has experienced profound political,

economic, social and cultural changes, which have had both positive and negative
effects on women. The World Conference on Human Rights recognized that the
human rights of women and the girl child are an inalienable, integral and
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indivisible part of universal human rights. The full and equal participation of
women in political, civil, economic, social and cultural life at the national,f
regional and international levels, and the eradication of all forms of
discrimination on the grounds of sex are priority objectives of the’
international community. The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirmed the
solemn commitment of all States to fulfil their obligations to promote universal
respect for, and observance and protection of, all human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, other
instruments related to human rights and international law. The universal nature
of these rights and freedoms is beyond guestion. 8L
11. The end of the cold war has resulted in international changes and
diminished competition between the super-Powers. The threat of a global armed
conflict has diminished, while intermational relations have improved and S
prospects for peace among nations have increased. Although the threat of glcbal
conflict has been reduced, wars of aggression, armed conflicts, colonial or
other forms of alien domination and foreign occupation, civil wars, and
terrorism continue to plague many parts of the world. Grave violations of the =
human rights of women occur, particularly in times of armed ceonflict, and -
include murder, torture, systematic rape, forced pregnancy and forced abortion,
in particular under policies of ethnic cleansing. '3

i -

12. The maintenance of peace and security at the global, regional and 1$ca1
levels, together with the prevention of policies of aggression and ethni .
cleansing and the resolution of armed conflict, is crucial for the proteétion-iﬁ
the human rights of women and girl children, as well as for the elimination of

¥

all forms of violence against them and of their use as a weapon of war.

13. Excessive military expenditures, including global military expenditures |
arms trade or trafficking, and investments for arms production and acquisition

have reduced the resources available for sccial development. As a result of the
debt burden and other economic difficulties, many developing countries have :
undertaken structural adjustment policies. Moreover, there are structural

adjustment programmes that have been poorly designed and implemented, with
resulting detrimental effects on social development. The number of people

living in poverty has increased disproportionately in most developing countries;
particularly the heavily indebted countries, during the past decade.

14. In this context, the social dimension of development should be emphasized
Accelerated economic growth, although necessary for social development, does not
by itself improve the quality of life of the population. 1In some cases, '
conditions can arise which can aggravate social inequality and marginalization.®
Hence, it is indispensable to search for new alternatives that ensure that all
members of society benefit from economic growth based on a holistic approach to
all aspects of development: growth, equality between women and men, social .
justice, conservation and protection of the environment, sustainability,
solidarity, participation, peace and respect for human rights.

15. A world-wide movement towards democratization has opened up the political =
process in many nations, but the popular participation of women in key decisiom
making as full and egqual :partners with men, particularly in politics, has not '
yet been achieved. South Africa's policy of institutionalized racism - :
apartheid - has been dismantled and a peaceful and democratic transfer of power
has occurred. In Central and Eastern Europe the transition to parliamentary
democracy has been rapid and has given rise to a variety of experiences, 3
depending on the specific circumstances of each country. While the transition’

has been mostly peaceful, in some countries this process has been hindered by
armed conflict that has resulted in grave violations of human rights.

16. Widespread economic recession, as well as political instability in some
regions, has been responsible for setting back development goals in many
countries. This has led to the expansion of unspeakable poverty. Of the more
than 1 billion people living in abject poverty, women are an overwhelming
majority. The rapid process of change and adjustment in all sectors has also
led to increased unemployment and underemployment, with particular impact on
women. In many cases, structural adjustment programmes have not been designed
to minimize their negative effects on wvulnerable and disadvantaged groups or on
women, nor have they been designed to assure positive effects on those groups by
preventing their marginalization in economic and social activities. The Final
Act of the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations 10/ underscored the
increasing interdependence of national economies, as well as the importance of
trade liberalization and access to open, dynamic markets. There has alsoc been
heavy military spending in some regions. Despite increases in official
development assistance (ODA) by some countries, ODA has recently declined
overall,

17. BAbsolute poverty and the feminization of poverty, unemployment, the
increasing fragility of the environment, continued vioclence against women and
the widespread exclusion of half of humanity from institutions of power and
governance underscore the need to continue the search for development, peace and
security and for ways of assuring people-centred sustainable development. The
participation and leadership of the half of humanity that is female is essential
to the success of that search. Therefore, only a new era of international
cooperation among Governments and pecples based on a spirit of partnership, an
equitable, international social and econcmic environment, and a radical
transformation of the relationship between women and men to one of full and
equal partnership will enable the world to meet the challenges of the twenty-
first century.

18. Recent international economic developments have had in many cases a
disproportionate impact on women and children, the majority of whom live in
developing countries. For those States that have carried a large burden of
foreign debt, structural adjustment programmes and measures, though beneficial
in the long term, have led to a reduction in social expenditures, thereby
adversely affecting women, particularly in Africa and the least developed
countries. This is exacerbated when responsibilities for basic social services
have shifted from Governments to women.

19. Economic recession in many developed and developing countries, as well as
o§going restructuring in countries with economies in transition, have had a
dls?rcportionately negative impact on women'’s employment. Women often have no
choice but to take employment that lacks long-term job security or involves
dangerous working conditions, to work in unprotected home-based production or to
be unemployed. Many women enter the labour market in under-remunerated and
u?dervalued jobs, seeking to improve their household income; others decide to
migrate for the same purpose. Without any reduction in their other
responsibilities, this has increased the total burden of work for women.

20: Macro and micro-economic policies and programmes, including structural
adjustment, have not always been designed to take account of their impact on
women and girl children, especially those living in poverty. Poverty has
ilncreased in both absolute and relative terms, and the number of women living in
Poverty has increased in most regions. There are many urban women living in
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poverty; however, the plight of women living in rural and remote areas dese
special attention given the stagnation of development in such areas. In
developing countries, even those in which national indicators have shown
improvement, the majority of rural women continue ' to live in conditions of o
economic underdevelopment and social marginalization.

21. Women are key contributors to the economy and to combating poverty thro
both remunerated and unremunerated work at home, in the community and in the
workplace. Growing numbers of women have achieved economic independence thr

gainful employment.

22. oOne fourth of all households world wide are headed by women and many o
households are dependent on female income even where men are present. Fema
maintained households are very often among the poorest because of wage
discrimination, occupational segregation patterns in the labour market and o
gender-based barriers. Family disintegration, population movements between
urban and rural areas within countries, international migration, war and e
internal displacements are factors contributing to the rise of female-headei;

households. g

23. Recognizing that the achievement and maintenance of peace and security
a precondition for economic and social progress, women are increasingly :
establishing themselves as central actors in a variety of capacities in the
movement of humanity for peace. Their full participation in decision-i:kigg
conflict prevention and resolution and all other peace initiatives is essenti
to the realization of lasting peace.

24. Religion, spirituality and belief play a central role in the lives of
millions of women and men, in the way they live and in the aspirations they
for the future. The right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion i
inalienable and must be universally enjoyed. This right includes the freed
have or to adopt the religion or belief of their choice either individually or
in community with others, in public or in private, and to manifest their
religion or belief in worship, cbservance, practice and teaching. In order
realize equality, development and peace, there is a need to respect these xi
and freedoms fully. Religion, thought, conscience and belief may, and can,
contribute to fulfilling women’s and men’s moral, ethical and spiritual needs
and to realizing their full potential in society. However, it is acknowledg
that any form of extremism may have a negative impact on women and can lead &t
violence and discrimination.

25. The Fourth World Conference.on Women should accelerate the process that

formally began in 1975, which was proclaimed International Women's Year by :
United Nations General Assembly. The Year was a turning-point in that it put
women's issues on the agenda. The United Nations Decade for Women (1976-12 :
was a world-wide effort to examine the status and rights of women and to bring
women into decision-making at all levels. In 1979, the General Assembly ad
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Wo
which entered into force in 1981 and set an international standard for what

meant by equality between women and men. In 1985, the World Conference to
Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace adopted the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategil
for the Advancement of Women, to be implemented by the year 2000. There ha
been important progress in achieving equality between women and men. Many
Governments have enacted legislaticn to promote equality between women and
and have established national machineries to ensure the mainstreaming of gende
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perspectives in all spheres of society. International agencies have focused
greater attention on women’s status and roles.

26. The growing strength of the non-governmental sector, particularly women'’'s
organizations and feminist groups, has become a driving force for change.
Non-governmental organizations have played an important advocacy role in
advancing legislation or mechanisms to ensure the promotion of women. They have
also be?ome catalysts for new approaches to development. Many Governments have
increasingly recognized the important role that non-governmental organizations
play aed the importance of working with them for progress. Yet, in some
countries, Governments continue to restrict the ability of non-governmental
organizations to operate freely. Women, through non-governmental organizations
have participated in and strongly influenced community, national, regional and '
global forums and international debates.

27. Since 1975, knowledge of the status of women and men, respectively, has
increased and is contributing to further actions aimed at promoting equélity
between women and men. In several countries, there have been important changes
in the relationships between women and men, especially where there have been
major ?dvances in education for women and significant increases in their
participation in the paid labour force. The boundaries of the gender division
of labour between productive and reproductive roles are gradually being crossed
as women have started to enter formerly male-dominated areas of work and men
have started to accept greater respongibility for domestic tasks, including
chi}d care. However, changes in women's roles have béen greater and much more
rapid than changes in men‘s roles. In many countries, the differences between
women’s and men’s achievements and activities are still not recognized as the
consequences of socially constructed gender roles rather than immutable
biological differences.

28. Moreover, 10 years after the Nairobi Conference, equality between women and
men has still not been achieved. On average, women represent a mere 10 per cent
of all elected legislators world wide and in most national and international
administrative structures, both public and private, they remain
underrepresented. The United Nations is no exception. Fifty years after its
creation, the United Nations is continuing to deny itself the benefits of
women’s leadership by their underrepresentation at decision-making levels within
the Secretariat and the specialized agencies,

29.. Women play a critical role in the family. The family is the basic unit of
society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to receive
com?rehensive protection and support. In different cultural, political and
social systems, various forms of the family exist. The rights, capabilities and
responsibilities of family members must be respected. Women make a great
cOﬁtribution to the welfare of the family and to the development of society
w?lc? is still not recognized or considered in its full importance. The soéial
significance of maternity, motherhood and the role of prarents in the family and
in'the upbringing of children should be acknowledged. The upbringing of
children requires shared responsibility of parents, women and men and society as
a whole. Maternity, motherhood, parenting and the role of women in procreation
must n?t be a basis for discrimination nor restrict the full participation of
women in society. Recognition should also be given to the important role often
Played by women in many countries in caring for other members of their family.

30. While the rate of growth of world population is on the decline, world

EOPUIati?n ig at'an all-time high in absolute numbers, with current increments
PProaching 86 million persons ar—ually. Two other major demographic trends
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have had profound repercussions on the dependency ratio within families. 1In,
many developing countries, 45 to 50 per cent of the population is less than
15 years old, while in industrialized nations both the number and proportion g
elderly people are increasing. According to United Nations projections,
72 per cent of the population over 60 years of age will be living in develop
countries by the year 2025, and more than half of that population will be
Care of children, the sick and the elderly is a responsibility that falls
disproportionately on women, owing to lack of equality and the unbalanced
distribution of remunerated and unremunerated work between women and men.

31. Many women face particular barriers because of variocus diverse factors :
addition to their gender. Often these diverse factors isclate or marginalize
such women. They are, inter alia, denied their human rights, they lack access
or are denied access to education and vocational training, employment, housing
and economic self-sufficiency and they are excluded from decision-making ;
processes. Such women are often denied the opportunity to contribute to their
communities as part of the mainstream.

32. The past decade has also witnessed a growing recognition of the distinct
interests and concerns of indigenous women, whose identity, cultural traditi
and forms of social organization enhance and strengthen the communities in w
they live. Indigenous women often face barriers both as women and as members
indigenous communities.

33. In the past 20 years, the world has seen an explosion in the field of =
communications. With advances in computer technology and satellite and cable
television, global access to information continues to increase and expand,
creating new opportunities for the participation of women in communications z
the mass media and for the dissemination of information about women. However
global communication networks have been used to spread stereotyped and deme
images of women for narrow commercial and consumerist purposes. Until women
participate equally in both the technical and decision-making areas of
communications and the mass media, including the arts, they will continue to
misrepresented and awareness of the reality of women's lives will continue to.
lacking. The media have a great potential to promote the advancement of wome
and the equality of women and men by portraying women and men in a
non-stereotypical, diverse and balanced manner, and by respecting the dlgnlty
and worth of the human person.

34. The continuing environmental degradation that affects all human lives has
often a more direct impact on women. Women's health and their livelihood are
threatened by pollution and toxic wastes, large-scale deforestation,
desertification, drought and depletion of the soil and of cocastal and marine
resources, with a rising incidence of environmentally related health problems
and even death reported among women and girls. Those most affected are rural
and indigenous women, whose livelihood and daily subsistence depends directly
sustainable ecosystems.

35. Poverty and environmental degradation are closely interrelated. While
poverty results in certain kinds of environmental stress, the major cause of
continued deterioration of the global environment is the unsustainable patte
of consumption and production, particularly in industrialized countries, which
are a matter of grave cocncern and aggravate poverty and imbalances. |

36. Global trends have brought profound changes in family survival strategies

and structures. Rural to urban migration has increased substantially in all
regions. The global urban population is projected to reach 47 per cent of the

total population by the year 2000. An estimated 125 million people are
migrants, refugees and displaced persons, half of whom live in developing
countries. These massive movements of people have profound consequences for
family structures and well-being and have unequal consequences for women and
men, including in many cases the sexual exploitation of women.

37. According to World Health Organization (WHO) estimates, by the beginning of
1995 the number of cumulative cases of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)
was 4.5 million. An estimated 19.5 million men, women and children have been
infected with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) since it was first
diagnosed and it is projected that another 20 million will be infected by the
end of the decade. BAmong new cases, women are twice as likely to be infected as
men. In the early stage of the AIDS pandemic, women were not infected in large
numbers; however, about 8 million women are now infected. Young women and
adolescents are particularly vulnerable. It is estimated that by the year 2000
more than 13 million women will be infected and 4 million women will have died
from AIDS-related conditions. 1In addition, about 250 million new cases of
sexually transmitted diseases are estimated to occur every year. The rate of
transmission of sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, is increasing
at an alarming rate among women and girls, especially in developing countries.

38. Since 1975, significant knowledge and information have been generated about
the status of women and the conditions in which they live. Throughout their
entire life cycle, women‘s daily existence and long-term aspirations are
restricted by discriminatory attitudes, unjust social and economic structures,
and a lack of resources in most countries that prevent their full and equal
participation. In a number of countries, the practice of prenatal sex
selection, higher rates of mortality among very young girls and lower rates of
school enrolment for girls as compared with boys suggest that son preference is
curtailing the access of girl children to food, education and health care and
even life itself. Discrimination against women begins at the earliest stages of
life and must therefore be addressed from then onwards.

39. The girl child of today is the woman of tomorrow. The skills, ideas and
energy of the girl child are vital for full attainment of the goals of equality,
development and peace. For the girl child to develop her full potential she
needs to be nurtured in an enabling environment, where her spiritual,
intellectual and material needs for survival, protection and development are met
and her equal rights safeguarded. If women are to be equal partners with men,
in every aspect of life and development, now is the time to recognize the human
dignity and worth of the girl child and to ensure the full enjoyment of her
human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the rights assured by the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, 11/ universal ratification of which is
strongly urged. Yet there exists world-wide evidence that discrimination and
violence against girls begin at the earliest stages of life and continue
unabated throughout their lives. They often have less access to nutrition,
physical and mental health care and education and enjoy fewer rights,
opportunities and benefits of childhood and adolescence than do boys. They are
often subjected to various forms of sexual and economic exploitation,
Paedophilia, forced prostitution and possibly the sale of their organs and
tissues, violence and harmful practices such as female infanticide and prenatal
sex selection, incest, female genital mutilation and early marriage, including
child marriage.

40. Half the world’s population is under the age of 25 and most of the world's

Youth - more than 85 per cent - live in developing countries. Policy makers
Mugt recognize the implications of these demographic factors. Special measures
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must be taken to ensure that young women have the life gkills necessary for
active and effective participation in all levels of social, cultural, political
and economic leadership. It will be critical for the international community
demonstrate a new commitment to the future - a commitment to inspiring a new
generation of women and men to work together for a more just society. This new
generation of leaders must accept and promote a world in which every child is
free from injustice, oppression and inequality and free to develop her/his own
potential. The principle of equality of women and men must therefore be
integral to the socialization process.

i@

Chapter III

CRITICAL AREAS OF CONCERN

41, The advancement of women and the achievement of equality between women and
men are a matter of human rights and a condition for social justice and should
not be seen in isolation as a women’s issue. They are the only way to build a
sustainable, just and developed society. Empowerment of women and equality
petween women and men are prerequisites for achieving political, social,
economic, cultural and environmental security among all peoples.

42. Most of the goals set out in the Naircbi Forward-looking Strategies for the
advancement of Women have not been achieved. Barriers to women'’'s empowerment
remain, despite the efforts of Governments, as well as non-governmental
organizations and women and men everywhere. Vast political, economic and
ecological crises persist in many parts of the world. BAmong them are wars of
aggression, armed conflicts, colomnial or other forms of alien domination or
foreign occupation, civil wars and terrorism. These situations, combined with
systematic or de facto discrimination, violations of and failure to protect all
human rights and fundamental freedoms of all women, and their civil, cultural,
economic, political and social rights, including the right to development and
ingrained prejudicial attitudes towards women and girls are but a few of the
impediments encountered since the World Conference to geview and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace, in 1985,

43. A review of progress since the Nairobi Conference highlights special
concerns - areag of particular urgency that stand out as priorities for action.
All actors should focus action and resources on the strategic objectives
relating to the critical areas of concern which are, necessarily, interrelated,
interdependent and of high priority. There is a need for these actors to
develop and implement mechanisms of accountability for all the areas of concern.

44. To this end, Governments, the international community and civil society,
including non-governmental organizations and the private sector, are called upon
to take strategic action in the following critical areas of concern:

. The persistent and increasing burden of poverty on women

. Inequalities and inadequacies in and unequal access to education and
training

. Inequalities and inadequacies in and unequal access to health care and

related services
. Violence against women

L The effects of armed or other kinds of conflict on women, including
those living under foreign occupation

. Inequality in economic structures and policies, in all forms of
productive activities and in access to resources

. Inequality between men and women in the sharing of power and decision-
making at all levels
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Insufficient mechanisms at all levels to promote the advancement o f

womer

Lack of respect for and inadequate promotion and protection of the

human rights of women

Stereotyping of women and inequality in women’s access to and .
participation in all communication systems, especially in the media

Gender inequalities in the management of natural resources and in t

safeguarding of the environment

Persistent discrimination against and viclation of the rights of th

girl child
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Chapter IV

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS

45. In each critical area of concern, the problem is diagnosed and strategic
objectives are proposed with concrete actions to be taken by various actors in
order to achieve those objectives. The strategic objectives are derived from
the critical areas of concern and specific actions to be taken to achieve them
cut across the boundaries of equality, development and peace - the goals of the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women - and reflect
their interdependence. The objectives and actions are interlinked, of high
priority and mutually reinforcing. The Platform for Action is intended to
jmprove the situation of all women, without exception, who often face similar
parriers, while special attention should be given to groups that are the most

disadvantaged.

46. The Platform for Action recognizes that women face barriers to full
equality and advancement because of such factors as their race, age, language,
ethnicity, culture, religion or disability, because they are indigenous women or
pecause of other status. Many women encounter specific obstacles related to
their family status, particularly as single parents; and to their socio-economic
status, including their living conditions in rural, isolated or impoverished
areas. Additional barriers also exist for refugee women, other displaced women,
including internally displaced women as well as for immigrant women and migrant
women, including women migrant workers. Many women are alsc particularly
affected by environmental disasters, serious and infectious diseases and various
forms of violence against women.

A. Women and poverty

47. More than 1 billion people in the world today, the great majority of whom
are women, live in unacceptable conditions of poverty, mostly in the developing
countries. Poverty has various causes, including structural ones. Poverty is a
complex, multidimensional problem, with origins in both the national and
international domains. The globalization of the world’s economy and the
deepening interdependence among nations present challenges and opportunities for
sustained economic growth and development, as well as risks and uncertainties
for the future of the world economy. The uncertain global economic climate has
been accompanied by economic restructuring as well as, in a certain number of
countries, persistent, unmanageable levels of external debt and structural
adjustment programmes. In addition, all types of conflict, displacement of
people and environmental degradation have undermined the capacity of Governments
to meet the basic needs of their populationg. Transformations in the world
economy are profoundly changing the parameters of social development in all
countries. One significant trend has been the increased poverty of women, the
extent of which varies from region to region. The gender disparities in
economic power-sharing are also an important contributing factor to the poverty
of women. Migration and consequent changes in family structures have placed
additional burdens on women, especially those who provide for several
dependants. Macroeconomic policies need rethinking and reformulation to address
such trends. These policies focus almost exclusively on the formal sector.

They also tend to impede the initiatives of women and fail to consider the
differential impact on women and men. The application of gender analysis to a
Wide range of policies and programmes is therefore critical to poverty reduction
Strategies. 1In order to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development,




ully and equally in the formulation of

women and men must participate £
macroeconomic and social policies and strategies for the eradication of povert

The eradication of poverty cannot be accomplished through anti-poverty
programmes alone but will require democratic participation and changes in
economic structures in order to ensure access for all women to resources,
opportunities and public services. Poverty has various manifestations,
including lack of income and productive resources sufficient to ensure a
sustainable livelihood; hunger and malnutrition; ill health; limited or lack of
access to education and other basic services; increasing morbidity and mortal
from illness; homelessness and inadequate housing; unsafe environments; and
social discrimination and exclusion. It is also characterized by lack of
participation in decision-making and in civil, social and cultural life. It
occurs in all countries - as mass poverty in many developing countries and as
pockets of poverty amidst wealth in developed countries. Poverty may be causgﬁ
by an economic recession that results in loss of livelihood or by disaster or
conflict. There is also the poverty of low-wage workers and the utter '
destitution of people who fall outside family support systems, social
institutions and safety nets.

48. In the past decade the number of women living in poverty has increased
disproportionately to the number of men, particularly in the developing
countries. The feminization of poverty has also recently become a significant’-
problem in the countries with economies in transition as a short-term -
consequence of the process of political, economic and social transformation.
addition to economic factors, the rigidity of socially ascribed gender roles
women’s limited access to power, education, training and productive resources
well as other emerging factors that may lead to insecurity for families are al
responsible. The failure to adequately mainstream a gender perspective in all
economic analysis and planning and to address the structural causes of poverthI
is alsoc a contributing factor.

49. Women contribute to the economy and to combating poverty through both
remunerated and unremunerated work at home, in the community and in the
workplace. The empowerment of women is a critical factor in the eradication of

poverty.

i

50. While poverty affects households as a whole, because of the gender divisio
of labour and responsibilities for household welfare, women bear a 3
disproportionate burden, attempting to manage household consumption and
production under conditions of increasing scarcity. Poverty is particularly
acute for women living in rural households.

51. Women’s poverty is directly related to the absence of economic 4
opportunities and autonomy, lack of access to economic resources, including

credit, land ownership and inheritance, lack of access to education and support
services and their minimal participation in the decision-making process. :
Poverty can also force women into situations in which they are vulnerable to

sexual exploitation.

52. In too many countries, social welfare systems do not take sufficient

account of the specific conditions of women living in poverty, and there is a
tendency to scale back the services provided by such systems. The risk of

falling into poverty is greater for women than for men, particularly in old ag
where social security systems are based on the principle of continuous i
remunerated employment. In some cases, women do not fulfil this requirement
because of interruptions in their work, due to the unbalanced distribution of

¥

remunerated and unremunerated work. Moreover, older women also face greater
obstacles to labour-market re-entry.

53. In many developed countries, where the level of general education and
professional training of women and men are gimilar and where systems of
protection against discrimination are available, in some sectors the economic
transformations of the past decade have strongly increased either the
unemployment of women or the precarious nature of their employment. The
proportion of women among the poor has consequently increased. In countries
with a high level of school enrolment of girls, those who leave the educational
system the earliest, without any qualification, are among the most vulnerable in
the labour market.

54. In countries with economies in transition and in other countries undergoing
fundamental political, economic and social transformations, these
transformations have often led to a reduction in women's income or to women
being deprived of income.

55. Particularly in developing countries, the preoductive capacity of women
should be increased through access to capital, resources, credit, land,
technology, information, technical assistance and training so as to raise their
income and improve nutrition, education, health care and status within the
household. The release of women’s productive potential is pivotal to breaking
the cycle of poverty so that women can share fully in the benefits of
development and in the products of their own labour.

56. Sustainable development and economic growth that is both sustained and
sustainable are possible only through improving the economic, social, political
legal énd cultural status of women. Equitable social development that '
recognizes empowering the poor, particularly women, to utilize environmental
resources sustainably is a necessary foundation for sustainable development.

57. The success of policies and measures aimed at supporting or strengthening
the promotion of gender eguality and the improvement of the status of women
shoulg be based on the integration of the gender perspective in general policies
relating to all spheres of society as well as the implementation of positive
measures with adequate institutional and financial support at all levels.

Strategic objective A.1. Review, adopt and maintain macroeconomic
policies and development strategies that
address the needs and efforts of women
in poverty

Actions to be taken

58. By Governments:

{(a) Review and modify, with the full and equal participation of women,
macroeconomic and social policies with a view to achieving the
objectives of the Platform for Action;

(b} Analyse, from a gender perspective, policies and programmes -
including those related to macroeconomic stability, structural
adjustment, external debt problems, taxation, investments, employment,
markets and all relevant sectors of the economy - with respect to
their impact on poverty, on inequality and particularly on women;
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(c)

{d)

(e)

(£}

(g)

(h)

(1)

(3)

(k)

(1)

assess their impact on family well-being and conditions and adjust (d)

them, as appropriate, to promote more equitable distribution of
productive assets, wealth, opportunities, income and services;

Pursue and implement sound and stable macroeccnomic and sectoral (e}
policies that are designed and monitored with the full and equal
participation of women, encourage broad-based sustained economic
growth, address the structural causes of poverty and are geared
towards eradicating poverty and reducing gender-based inequality
within the overall framework of achieving people-centred sustainable

development ;

Restructure and target the allocation of public expenditures to (£)

promote women’s economic opportunities and equal access to productive
resources and to address the basic social, educaticnal and health
needs of women, particularly those living in poverty;

Develop agricultural and fishing sectors, where and as necessary, in
order to ensure, as appropriate, household and national foed security
and food self-sufficiency, by allocating the necessary financial,

technical and human resources; (g}

Develop policies and programmes to promote equitable distributien off
food within the household; e

groups:
Provide adequate safety nets and strengthen State-based and communit
based support systems, as an integral part of social policy, in ordex
to enable women living in poverty to withstand adverse economic
environments and preserve their livelihood, assets and revenues in
times of crisis;

(a)

Generate economic policies that have a positive impact on the
employment and income of women workers in both the formal and info
sectors and adopt specific measures to address women’'s unemployment,
in particular their long-term unemployment; '

i

{b)

Formulate and implement, when necessary, specific economic, social,
agricultural and related policies in support of female-headed
households;

Develop and implement anti-poverty pregrammes, including employment
schemes, that improve access to food for women living in poverty,
including through the use of appropriate pricing and distribution
mechanisms;

(c)

Ensure the full realization of the human rights of all women migrants, (d)

including women migrant workers, and their protection against viole
and exploitation; introduce measures for the empowerment of documen
women migrants, including women migrant workers; facilitate the
productive employment of documented migrant women through greater
recognition of their skills, foreign education and credentials, and
facilitate their full integration into the labour force;

Introduce measures to integrate or reintegrate women living in povert (e)
and socially marginalized women into productive employment and the
economic mainstream; ensure that internally displaced women have full

Invite the intermational financial institutions to examine innovative
approaches to assisting low-income countries with a high proportion of
multilateral debt, with a view to alleviating their debt burden;

Ensure that structural adjustment programmes are designed to minimize
their negative effects on vulnerable and disadvantaged groups and
communities and to assure their positive effects on such groups and
communities by preventing their marginalization in economic and social
activities and devising measures to ensure that they gain access to
and control over economic resources and economic and social
activities; take actions to reduce inequality and economic disparity;

Review the impact of structural adjustment programmes on social
development by means of gender-sensitive social impact assessments and
other relevant methods, in order to develop policies to reduce their
negative effects and improve their positive impact, ensuring that
women do not bear a disproportiocnate burden of transition costs;
complement adjustment lending with enhanced, targeted social
development lending;

Create an enabling environment that allows women to build and maintain
sustainable livelihoods.

0. By national and international non-governmental organizations and women's
-

Mobilize all parties involved in the development process, including
academic institutions, non-governmental organizations and grass-roots
and women’s groups, to improve the effectiveness of anti-poverty
programmes directed towards the poorest and most disadvantaged groups
of women, such as rural and indigenous women, female heads of
household, young women and older women, refugees and migrant women and
women with disabilities, recognizing that social development is
primarily the responsibility of Governments;

Engage in lobbying and establish monitoring mechanisms, as
appropriate, and other relevant activities to ensure implementation of
the recommendations on poverty eradication outlined in the Platform
for Action and aimed at ensuring accountability and transparency from
the State and private sectors;

Include in their activities women with diverse needs and recognize
that youth organizations are increasingly becoming effective partners
in development programmes;

In cooperation with the government and private sectors, participate in
the development of a comprehensive national strategy for improving
health, education and social services so that girls and women of all
ages living in poverty have full access to such services; seek funding
to secure access to services with a gender perspective and to extend
those services in order to reach the rural and remote areas that are
not covered by government institutions;

In cooperation with Governments, employers, other social partners and
relevant parties, contribute to the development of education and
training and retraining policies to ensure that women can acquire a
wide range of skills to meet new demands;




access to economic opportunities and that the qualifications and (£

gkills of immigrant and refugee women are recognized;

(m) Enable women to obtain affordable housing and access to land by, among
other things, removing all obstacles to access, with special emphasis
on meeting the needs of women, especially those living in poverty and

female heads of household;

(n) Formulate and implement policies and programmes that enhance the
access of women agricultural and fisheries producers (including
subsistence farmers and producers, especially in rural areas) to
financial, technical, extension and marketing services; provide access
to and control of land, appropriate infrastructure and technology in | #
order to increase women’s incomes and promote household food security, 2 ¥
especially in rural areas and, where appropriate, encourage the s (a)
development of producer-owned, market-based cooperatives;

(o) Create social security systems wherever they do not exist, or review (b)
them with a view to placing individual women and men on an equal

footing, at every stage of their lives;

(p} Ensure access to free or low-cost legal services, including legal

literacy, especially designed to reach women living in poverty; . (c)

(g) Take particular measures to promote and strengthen policies and
programmes for indigenous women with their full participation and
respect for their cultural diversity, so that they have opportunities
and the possibility of choice in the development process in order to
eradicate the poverty that affects them.

) Mobilize to.protect women’s right to full and egqual access to economic
re;ourﬁes, including the right to inheritance and to ownership of land
and other property, credit, natural resource

’ ] =
b g and appropriate

Strategic objective A.2. Revise laws and administrative practices

to ensure women’s equal rights and access
to economic resources

actions to be taken

Governments:

fgsure access t? free or low-cost legal services, including legal
iteracy, especially desigmned to reach women living in poverty;
L}

Undertake legislative and administrative reforms to give women full
and egual access to economic resources, including the right to
inheritance and to ownership of land and other property, credit
natural resources and appropriate technologies; : ‘

Consider rat%ficatian of Convention No. 169 of the International
Labour Organ;gatlon (ILO) as part of their efforts to promote and
protect the rights of indigenous people. -

Strategic objective A.3. Provide women with access to savings and
gredit mechanisms and institutions

5. By multilateral financial and development institutions, including the World Actions to be taken
Bank, the International Monetary Fund and regional development institutions, and —
through bilateral development cooperation: §3. By Governments:
(a) In accordance with the commitments made at the World summit for Social' (a) Enha ) .
nhance the access of disadvantaged women, including women

Development, seek to mobilize new and additional financial resources
that are both adequate and predictable and mobilized in a way that
maximizes the availability of such resources and uses all available
funding sources and mechanisms with a view to contributing towards the
gocal of poverty eradication and targeting women living in povertyi;

(b) Strengthen analytical capacity in order to more systematically .
‘strengthen gender perspectives and integrate them into the design and (b)
implementation of lending programmes, including structural adjustment

and economic recovery programmes;

(c) Find effective development-oriented and durable solutions to external .

entrepreneurs, in rural, remote and urban areas to financial services
thro?gh strengthening links between the formal banks and intermedia
lending organizations, including legislative support, training for .
women an? institutional strengthening for intermediary institutions
?1th a view to mobilizing capital for those institutions and
increasing the availability of credit;

Encou?agellinks between financial institutions and non-governmental
organizations and support innovative lending practices, includin
those that integrate credit with women’s services and ;rainin agd
provide credit facilities to rural women. -

debt problems in order to help them to finance programmes and projectsy 63. By commercial banks, specialized financial institutions and the private

targeted at development, ineluding the advancement of women,
inter alia, through the immediate implementation of the terms of debt

forgiveness agreed upon in the Paris Club in December 1994, which (a)
encompassed debt reduction, including cancellation or other debt
relief measures and develop techniques of debt conversion applied to
social development programmes and projects in conformity with the
(b)

priorities of the platform for Action;
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sector in examining their policies:

Uze cr?dlt and savings methodologies that are effective in reaching
women in poverty and innovative in reducin i

(2N : ! g transaction costs
redefining risk; e

Open special windows for lending to women, including young women, who
lack access to traditional sources of collateral;




64.

66.

67.

€68.

(c)

(d)

Simplify banking practices, for example by reducing the minimum
deposit and other requirements for opening bank accounts;

rship, where possible, of woi

Ensure the participation and joint owne
tions providing credit and

clients in the decision-making of institu
financial services.

By multilateral and bilateral development cooperation organizations:

By Governments an

Support, through the provision of capital and/or resources, financ
institutions that serve low-income, small-scale and micro-scale wo
entrepreneurs and producers, in both the formal and informal sectors.

d multilateral financial institutions, as appropriate:

stitutions that meet performance standards in reaching la

Support in
capitalization,

numbers of low-income women and men through

refinancing and institutional development support in forms that foste;

gself-sufficiency.

By international organizations:

Increase funding for programmes and projects designed to prompte
sustainable and productive entrepreneurial activities for incpme-
generation among disadvantaged women and women living in poverty.

Strategic objective A.4. Develop gender-based methodologies and

By Governments, intergovernmental organizatioms,
institutions and the private sector:

{a)

(b)

conduct research to address the
feminization of poverty

Actions to be taken

academic and research

Develop conceptual and practical methodologies for incorporating
gender perspectives into all aspects of economic policy-making,
including structural adjustment planning and programmes;

Apply these methodologies in conducting gender-impact analyses of all

policies and programmes, ineluding structural adjustment programmes,
and disseminate the research findings.

By national and international statistical organizations:

(a)

{b)

Collect gender and age-disaggregated data on poverty and all aspects
of economic activity and develop qualitative and quantitative
statistical indicators to facilitate the assessment of economic
performance from a gender perspective;

Devise suitable statistical means to recognize and make visible the
full extent of the work of women and all their contributions to the
national economy, including their contribution in the unremunerated
and domestic sectors, and examine the relationship of women's
unremunerated work to the incidence of and their vulnerability to

poverty.

B. Education and training of women

69. Education is a human right and an essential tool for achieving the goals of
equality, development and peace. Non-discriminatory education benefits both
girls and boys and thus ultimately contributes to more egual relationships
petween women and men. Equality of access to and attainment of educaticnal
qualifications is necessary if more women are to become agents of change.
Literacy of women is an important key to improving health, nutrition and
educatign in ?he family and to empowering women to participate in decision-
making in society. Investing in formal and non-formal education and training
for girls and women, with its exceptionally high social and economic return, has
proved to be one of the best means of achieving sustainable development and'
economic growth that is both sustained and sustainable.

70. 09 a regional level, girls and boys have achieved equal access to primary
education, except in some parts of Africa, in particular sub-Saharan Africa, and
Central Asia, where access to education facilities is still inadequate. '
Progress has been made in secondary education, where equal access of girls and
boys has been achieved in some countries. Enrolment of girls and women in
tertiary education has increased considerably. In many countries, private
schools have also played an important complementary role in improving access to
education at all levels. Yet, more than five years after the World Conference
on Edu?ation for All (Jomtien, Thailand, 1990) adopted the World Declaration on
Education for All and the Framework for Action to Meet, Basic Learning Needs, 12/
a?proximately 100 million children, including at least 60 wmilliomn girls, ar;
without access to primary schooling and more than two thirds of the world’'s

960 million illiterate adults are women. The high rate of illiteracy prevailing
in most developing countries, in particular in sub-Saharan Africa and some Arab
States, remains a severe impediment to the advancement of women and to
development.

71. Discrimination in girls’ access to education persists in many areas, owing
t? customary attitudes, early marriages and pregnancies, inadequate and gender-
biased teaching and educational materials, sexual harassment and lack of
adequate and physically and otherwise accessible schooling facilities. Girls
undertake heavy domestic work at a very early age. Girls and young women are
expect?d to manage both educational and domestic responsibilities, often
resulting in poor scholastic performance and early drop-cut from the educational
system. This has long-lasting consequences for all aspects of women’s lives.

7?. Creation of an educational and social environment, in which women and men
girls énd boys, are treated equally and encouraged to achieve their full )
potential, respecting their freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief
and where educational resources promote non-stereotyped images of women and men'
would be effective in the elimination of the causes of discrimination against '
women and inequalities between women and men.

73. W?men should be enabled to benefit from an ongoing acgquisition of knowledge
and s%xlls beyond those acquired during youth. This concept of lifelong
learning includes knowledge and skills gained in formal education and training
as well as learning that occurs in informal ways, including volunteer activity'
unremunerated work and traditional knowledge. '

74. curricula and teaching materials remain gender-biased to a large degree,
:2@ are rarely §eysitive to the specific needs of girls and women. This

: ;nforces traditional f?male and male roles that deny women opportunities for
ull and equal partnership in society. Lack of gender awareness by educators at




all levels strengthens existing inequities between males and females by
reinforcing discriminatory tendencies and undermining girls’ self-esteem.
lack of sexual and reproductive health education has a profound impact on

and men.

75. Science curricula in particular are gender-biased. Science textbooks do
not relate to women’s and girls’ daily experience and fail to give recogniti
to women scientists. Girls are often deprived of basic education in mathematj
and science and technical training, which provide knowledge they could apply |
improve their daily lives and enhance their employment opportunities. Advance;
study in science and technology prepares women to take an active role in the
technological and industrial development of their countries, thus necessitatir
a diverse approach to vocational and technical training. Technology is rapidl:
changing the world and has also affected the developing countries. It is &
essential that women not only benefit from technology, but also participate in
the process from the design to the application, monitoring and evaluation g

stages.

76. Access for and retention of girls and women at all levels of education,
including the higher level, and all academic areas is one of the factors of
their continued progress in professional activities. Nevertheless, it can be
noted that girls are still concentrated in a limited number of fields of st

77. The mass media are a powerful means of education. As an educationkl toqi
the mass media can be an instrument for educators and governmental and

non-governmental institutions for the advancement of women and for development.

Computerized education and information systems are increasingly becoming an
important element in learning and the dissemination of knowledge. Television
especially has the greatest impact on young people and, as such, has the abilf
to shape values, attitudes and perceptions of women and girls in both positive
and negative ways. It is therefore essential that educators teach critical
judgement and analytical skills.

78. Resources allocated to education, particularly for girls and women, are i
many countries insufficient and in some cases have been further diminished,
including in the context of adjustment pelicies and programmes. Such
insufficient resource allocations have a long-term adverse effect on human
development, particularly on the development of women.

79. 1In addressing unequal access to and inadequate educational oppertunities,
Governments and other actors should promote an active and visible policy of
mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and programmes, so that,
before decisions are taken, an analysis is made of the effects on women and

respectively.

Strategic objective B.1. Ensure equal access to education

Actions to be taken

80. By Governments:

(a) Advance the goal of equal access to education by taking measures to
eliminate discrimination in education at all levels on the basis of
gender, race, language, religion, national origin, age or disability;
or any other form of discrimination and, as appropriate, consider
establishing procedures to address grievances;

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£)

(g)

(h)

(1)

(3)

By the year 2000, provide universal access to basic education and
ensure completion of primary education by at least 80 per cent of
primary school-age children; close the gender gap in primary and
secondary school education by the year 2005; provide universal primary
education in all countries before the year 2015;

Eliminate gender disparities in access to all areas of tertiary
education by ensuring that women have equal access to career
development, training, scholarships and fellowships, and by adopting
positive action when appropriate;

Create a gender-sensitive educational system in order to ensure equal
educational and training opportunities and full and equal
participation of women in educational administration and policy- and
decision-making;

Provide - in collaboration with parents, non-governmental
organizations, including youth organizations, communities and the
private sector - young women with academic and technical training,
career planning, leadership and social skills and work experience to
prepare them to participate fully in society;

Increase enrolment and retention rates of girls by allocating
appropriate budgetary resources; by enlisting the support of parents
and the community, as well as through campafgns, flexible school
schedules, incentives, scholarships and other means to minimize the
costs of girls’ education to their families and to facilitate parents’
ability to choose education for the girl child; and by ensuring that
the rights of women and girls to freedom of conscience and religion
are respected in educational institutions through repealing any
discriminatory laws or legislation based on religion, race or culture;

Promote an educational setting that eliminates all barriers that
impeded the schooling of pregnant adolescents and young mothers,
including, as appropriate, affordable and physically accessible child-
care facilities and parental education to encourage those who are
responsible for the care of their children and siblings during their
school years, to return to or continue with and complete schooling;

Improve the quality of education and equal opportunities for women and
men in terms of access in order to ensure that women of all ages can
acquire the knowledge, capacities, aptitudes, skills and ethical
values needed to develop and to participate fully under equal
conditions in the process of social, economic and political
development;

Make available non-discriminatory and gender-sensitive professional
school counselling and career education programmes to encourage girls
to pursue academic and technical curricula in order to widen their
future career opportunities;

Encourage ratification of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights 13/ where they have not already done so.
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Actions to be taken

Bl.
multilateral donors and non-governmental organizations:

Actions to be taken

B82.
international and non-governmental organizations, including wemen's and youth

organizations, and educational institutions:

Strategic objective B.2. Eradicate illiteracy among women

By Governments, national, regional and international bodies, bilateral

(a) Reduce the female illiteracy rate to at least half its 1990 level,
with emphasis on rural women, migrant, refugee and internally
displaced women and women with disgabilities;

(b} Provide universal access to, and seek to ensure gender equality in t]
completion of, primary education for girls by the year 2000;

L

{(c) Eliminate the gender gap in basic and functional literacy, as .
recommended in the World Declaration on Education for All (Jomtien);

(d} Narrow the disparities between developed and developing countries;

(e} Encourage adult and family engagement in learning to promote total
literacy for all people;

(f) Promote, together with literacy, life skills and scientific anr
technological knowledge and work towards an expansion of the |
definition of literacy, taking into account current targets and

benchmarks.

Strategic objective B.3. Improve 's access to vocat a
trainin ienc nd technol and

continuing education
By Governments, in cooperation with employers, workers and trade unions,

(a} Develop and implement education, training and retraining policies fao
women, especially young women and women re-entering the labour market
to provide skills to meet the needs of a changing socio-economic
context for improving their employment opportunities;

{b) Provide recognition to non-formal educational opportunities for girlse

and women in the educational system;

(¢) Provide information to women and girls on the availability and
benefits of vocational training, training programmes 1n science and
technology and programmes of continuing education;

(d) Design educational and training programmes for women who are
unemployed in order to provide them with new knowledge and skil}s
will enhance and broaden their employment opportunities, including
self-employment, and development of their entrepreneurial skills;

(e) Diversify vocational and technical training and improve accegs'for.
retention of girls and women in education and vocational training 1in
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(£)

(g)

(h)

(1)

(i)

(k)

!
|
Actions to be taken ’

83. By Governments, educational authorities and other educational and academic
institutions:

(a)

(b)

such fields as science, mathematics, engineering, environmental
sciences and technology, information technology and high technology,
as well as management training;

Promote women’s central role in food and agricultural research,
extension and education programmes;

Encourage the adaptation of curricula and teaching materials,
encourage a supportive training environment and take positive measures
to promote training for the full range of occupational choices of
non-traditional careers for women and men, including the development
of multidisciplinary courses for science and mathematics teachers to
sensitize them to the relevance of science and technology to women’s
lives;

Develop curricula and teaching materials and formulate and take
positive measures to ensure women better access to and participation
in technical and scientific areas, especially areas where they are not
represented or are underrepresented;

Develop policies and programmes to encourage women to participate in
all apprenticeship programmes;

Increase training in technical, managerial, agricultural extension and
marketing areas for women in agriculture, fisheries, industry and
business, arts and crafts, to increase income-generating
opportunities, women’s participation in economic decision-making, in
particular through women’s organizations at the grass-roots level, and
their contribution to production, marketing, business, and science and
technology;

Ensure access to quality education and training at all appropriate
levels for adult women with little or no education, for women with
disabilities and for documented migrant, refugee and displaced women
to improve their work opportunities.

Strategic objective B.4. Develop non-discriminatory education
and training

Elaborate recommendations and develop curricula, textboocks and
teaching aids free of gender-based stereotypes for all levels of
education, including teacher training, in association with all
concerned - publishers, teachers, public authorities and parents’
associations;

Develop training programmes and materials for teachers and educators
that raise awareness about the status, role and contribution of women
and men in the family, as defined in paragraph 29 above, and society; [
in this context, promote equality, cooperation, mutual respect and
shared responsibilities between girls and boys from pre-school level |
onward and develop, in particular, educational modules to ensure that {

- 29 — I



R

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£}

(g)

(h)

(i)

(3}

(k)

(1)

"include the study of the human rights of women as they appear in

boys have the skills necessary to take care of their own domestic
needs and to share responsibility for their household and for the ca;

of dependants;

Develop training programmes and materials for teachers and educatorg
that raise awareness of their own role in the educational process,
with a view to providing them with effective strategies for gender-
sensitive teaching;

Take actions to ensure that female teachers and professors have the
same opportunities as and equal status with male teachers and
professors, in view of the importance of having female teachers at
levels and in order to attract girls to school and retain them in
school;

Introduce and promote training in peaceful conflict resolution;

Take positive measures to increase the proportion of women gaining
access to educational policy- and decision-making, particularly wo
teachers at all levels of education and in academic disciplines t
are traditionally male-dominated, such as the scientific and
technological fields;

Support and develop gender studies and research at all levels|of
education, especially at the postgraduate level of academic
institutions, and apply them in the development of curricula,
including university curricula, textbooks and teaching aids, and in
teacher training;

Develop leadership training and opportunities for all women to
encourage them to take leadership roles both as students and as adu
in civil society;

Develop appropriate education and information programmes with due
respect for multilingualism, particularly in conjunction with the mas
media, that make the public, particularly parents, aware of the
importance of non-discriminatory education for children and the eq
sharing of family responsibilities by girls and boys;

Develop human rights education programmes that incorporate the gen
dimension at all levels of education, in particular by encouraging
higher education institutions, especially in their graduate and

postgraduate juridical, social and political science curricula, to

United Nations conventions:

Remove legal, regulatory and social barriers, where appropriate, to
sexual and reproductive health education within formal education
programmes regarding women’s health issues;

Encourage, with the guidance and support of their parents and in
cooperation with educational staff and institutions, the elaboration
of educational programmes for girls and boys and the creation of
integrated services in order to raise awareness of their
respensibilities and to help them to assume those responsibilities,
taking into account the importance of such education and services to
personal development and self-esteem, as well as the urgent need to

{m)

{n)

{o)

(p)

{q)

{r)

(s)

avoid unwanted pregnancy, the spread of sexually transmitted digeases,
especially HIV/AIDS, and such phenomena as sexual violence and abuse;

Provide accessible recreational and sports facilities and establish
and strengthen gender-sensitive programmes for girls and women of all
ages in education and community institutions and support the
advancement of women in all areas of athletics and physical activity,
including coaching, training and administration, and as participants
at the national, regional and international levels;

Recognize and support the right of indigenous women and girls to
education and promote a multicultural approach to education that is
responsive to the needs, aspirations and cultures of indigenous women,
including by developing appropriate education programmes, curricula
and teaching aids, to the extent possible in the languages of
indigenous people, and by providing for the participation of
indigenous women in these processes;

Acknowledge and respect the artistic, spiritual and cultural
activities of indigenous women;

Ensure that gender equality and cultural, religious and other
diversity are respected in educational institutions:

Promote education, training and relevant information programmes for
rural and farming women through the use of affordable and appropriate
technologies and the mass media - for example, radio programmes,
cassettes and mobile units;

Provide non-formal education, especially for rural women, in order to
realize their potential with regard to health, micro-enterprise,
agriculture and legal rights;

Remove all barriers to access to formal education for pregnant
adolescents and young mothers, and support the provision of child care
and other support services where necessary.

Strategic objective B.5. Allocate sufficient resources for

and monitor the implementation of
educational reforms

Actions to be taken

84. By Governments:

{a)

(b)

Provide the required budgetary resocurces to the educational sector,
with reallocation within the educational gector to engure increased
funds for basic education, as appropriate;

Establish a mechanism at appropriate levels to monitor the
implementation of educational reforms and measures in relevant
ministries, and establish technical assistance programmes, as
appropriate, to address issues raised by the monitoring efforts.

85. By Governments and, as appropriate, private and public institutions,
foundations, research institutes and non-governmental organizations:




(a)

{b)

86. By multilateral development institutions, including the World Bank,
regional development banks, bilateral donors and foundations:

(a)

(b}

87. By international and intergovernmental organizations, especially the Unig
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, at the globa? leve

{a)

(b}

(c)

(d)

Actions

88. By Governments, educational institutions and communities:

(a)

o _be taken

When necessary, mobilize additional funds from private and public
institutions, foundations, research institutes and non-governmental
organizations to enable girls and women, as well as boys and men on
equal basis, to complete their education, with particular emphasis
under-served populations;

Provide funding for special programmes, such as programmes in
mathematics, science and computer technology, to advance opportunit
for all girls and women.

Consider increasing funding for the education and training needs of
girls and women as a priority in development assistance programmes;

Consider working with recipient Governments to ensure that funding
women's education is maintained or increased in structural adjust
and economic recovery programmes, including lending and stabilizatic
programmes. 1

Contribute to the evaluation of progress achieved, using educatiocnal
indicators generated by national, regional and international bodies,
and urge Governments, in implementing measures, to eliminate '
differences between women and men and boys and girls with regard to
opportunities in education and training and the levels achieved in
fields, particularly in primary and literacy programmes;

Provide technical assistance upon request to developing countries t
strengthen the capacity to monitor progress in closing the gap betwee
women and men in education, training and research, and in levels of
achievement in all fields, particularly basic education and the
elimination of illiteracy;

Conduct an international campaign promoting the right of women and
girls to education;

Allocate a substantial percentage of their resources to basic
education for women and girls.

Strategic objective B.6. Promote life-long education and
training for girls and women

Ensure the availability of a broad range of educational and training
programmes that lead to ongoing acquisition by women and girls of th
knowledge and skills required for living in, contributing to and
benefiting from their communities and nations;

(b} Provide support for child care and other services to enable mothers to
continue their schooling;

(c) Create flexible education, training and retraining programmes for
life-long learning that facilitate transitions between women's
activities at all stages of their lives.

C. Women and health*

g9, Women have the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health. The enjoyment of this right is vital to their life
and well-being and their ability to participate in all areas of public and
private life. Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social
well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity. Women’s health
involves their emotional, social and physical well-being and is determined by
the social, political and economic context of their lives, as well as by
piclogy. However, health and well-being elude the majority of women. A major
parrier for women to the achievement of the highest attainable standard of
health is inequality, both between men and women and among women in different
geographical regions, social classes and indigenous and ethnic groups. In
national and international forums, women have emphasized that to attain optimal
health throughout the life cycle, equality, including the sharing of family
responsibilities, development and peace are necessary ?Pnditions.

90. Women have different and unequal access to and use of basic health
resources, including primary health services for the prevention and treatment of
childhood diseases, malnutrition, anaemia, diarrhoeal diseases, communicable
diseases, malaria and other tropical diseases and tuberculosis, among others.
Women alsc have different and unequal opportunities for the protection,
promotion and maintenance of their health. In many developing countries, the
lack of emergency cbstetric services is also of particular concern. Health
policies and programmes often perpetuate gender stereotypes and fail to consider
socio-economic disparities and other differences among women and may not fully
take account of the lack of autonomy of women regarding their health. Women's
health is also affected by gender bias in the health system and by the provision
of inadequate and inappropriate medical services to women.

91. In many countries, especially developing countries, in particular the least
developed countries, a decrease in public health spending and, in some cases,
structural adjustment, contribute to the deterioration of public health systems.
In addition, privatization of health-care systems without appropriate guarantees
of universal access to affordable health care further reduces health-care
availability. This situation not only directly affects the health of girls and
women, but also places disproportionate responsibilities on women, whose
multiple roles, including their roles within the family and the community, are
often not acknowledged; hence they do not receive the necessary social,
psychological and economic support.

¥ The Holy See expressed a general reservation on this section. The
reservation is to be interpreted in terms of the statement made by the
representative of the Holy See at the 4th meeting of the Main Committee, on
14 September 1995 (see chap. V of the present report, para. 11).
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92. Women’s right to the enjoyment of the highest standard of health must bae
secured throughout the whole life cycle in equality with men. Women are d
affected by many of the same health conditions as men, but women experience the
differently. The prevalence among women of poverty and economic dependence,
their experience of violence, negative attitudes towards women and girls, rac
and other forms of discrimination, the limited power many women have over thei;
sexual and reproductive lives and lack of influence in decision-making are
social realities which have an adverse impact on their health. Lack of food
inequitable distribution of food for girls and women in the household,
inadequate access to safe water, sanitation facilities and fuel supplies,
particularly in rural and poor urban areas, and deficient housing conditions,
all overburden women and their families and have a negative effect on their
health. Good health is essential to leading a productive and fulfilling life,
and the right of all women to control all aspects of their health, in parti
their own fertility, is basic to their empowerment.

93. Discrimination against girls, often resulting from son preference, in
access to nutrition and health-care services endangers their current and futu
health and well-being. Conditions that force girls into early marriage,

pregnancy and child-bearing and subject them to harmful practices, such as
female genital mutilation, pose grave health risks. Adolescent girls need, bu
too often do not have, access to necessary health and nutrition services as the
mature. Counselling and access to sexual and reproductive health info tion
and services for adolescents are still inadequate or lacking completely, land a
young woman’s right to privacy, confidentiality, respect and informed consent
often not considered. Adolescent girls are both biologically and psychosoci
more vulnerable than boys to sexual abuse, violence and prostitution, and to
consequences of unprotected and premature sexual relations. The trend toward§
early sexual experience, combined with a lack of information and services,
increases the risk of unwanted and too early pregnancy, HIV infection and oth
sexually transmitted diseases, as well as unsafe abortions. Early child-bear:
continues to be an impediment to improvements in the educational, economic a
social status of women in all parts of the world. Overall, for young women
early marriage and early motherhood can severely curtail educaticnal and :
employment opportunities and are likely to have a long-term, adverse impact on
the quality of their lives and the lives of their children. Young men are ofte
not educated to respect women's self-determination and to share responsibility
with women in matters of sexuality and reproduction. K

94. Reproductive health is a state of complete physical, mental and social
well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity, in all matters
relating to the reproductive system and to its functions and processes. -
Reproductive health therefore implies that people are able to have a satisfying
and safe sex life and that they have the capability to reproduce and the freed
to decide if, when and how often to do so. Implicit in this last condition a

the right of men and women to be informed and to have access to safe, effectiw
affordable and acceptable methods of family planning of their choice, as well
other methods of their choice for regulation of fertility which are not against
the law, and the right of access to appropriate health-care services that will
enable women to go safely through pregnancy and childbirth and provide couples
with the best chance of having a healthy infant. 1In line with the above
definition of reproductive health, reproductive health care is defined as the
constellation of methods, techniques and gervices that contribute to
reproductive health and well-being by preventing and solving reproductive healt
problems. It alsoc includes sexual health, the purpose of which is the o
enhancement of life and personal relations, and not merely counselling and carée
related to reproduction and sexually transmitted diseases. [
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gs. Bearing in mind the above definition, reproductive rights embrace certain
human rights that are already recognized in national laws, international human
rights documents and other consensus documents. These rights rest on the
recognition of the basic right of all couples and individuals to decide freely
and responsibly the number, spacing and timing of their children and to have the
information and means to do so, and the right to attain the highest standard of
sexual and reproductive health. It also includes their right to make decisions
concerning reproduction free of discrimination, coercion and violence, as
expressed in human rights documents. 1In the exercise of this right, they should
take into account the needs of their living and future children and their
responsibilities towards the community. The promotion of the responsible
exercise of these rights for all people should be the fundamental basis for
government- and community-supported policies and programmes in the area of
reproductive health, including family planning. As part of their commitment,
full attention should be given to the promotion of mutually respectful and
equitable gender relations and particularly to meeting the educational and
service needs of adolescents to enable them to deal in a positive and
responsible way with their sexuality. Reproductive health eludes many of the
world’'s people because of such factors as: inadequate levels of knowledge about
human sexuality and inappropriate or poor-quality reproductive health
information and services; the prevalence of high-risk sexual behaviour;
discriminatory social practices; negative attitudes towards women and girls; and
the limited power many women and girls have over their sexual and reproductive
lives. Adolescents are particularly vulnerable because of their lack of
information and access to relevant services in most countries. Older women and
men have distinct reproductive and sexual health issues which are often
inadequately addressed.

96. The human rights of women include their right to have control over and
decide freely and responsibly on matters related to their sexuality, including
sexual and reproductive health, free of coercion, discrimination and violence.
Equal relationships between women and men in matters of sexual relations and
reproduction, including full respect for the integrity of the person, require
mutual respect, consent and shared responsibility for sexual behaviour and its
consequences.

97. Further, women are subject to particular health risks due to inadequate

responsiveness and lack of services to meet health needs related to sexuality

and repreduction. Complications related to pregnancy and childbirth are among
the leading causes of mortality and morbidity of women of reproductive age in

many parts of the developing world. Similar problems exist to a certain degree
in some countries with economies in transition. Unsafe abortions threaten the
%ives of a large number of women, representing a grave public health problem as
it is primarily the poorest and youngest who take the highest risk. Most of j
these deaths, health problems and injuries are preventable through improved I
access to adequate health-care services, including safe and effective family it
Planning methods and emergency obstetric care, recognizing the right of women i
and men to be informed and to have access to safe, effective, affordable and [
acceptable methods of family planning of their choice, as well as other methods |
of their choice for regulation of fertility which are not against the law, and
the right of access to appropriate health-care services that will enable women
to go safely through pregnancy and childbirth and provide couples with the best
chance of having a healthy infant. These problems and means should be addressed I
on the basis of the report of the Internatiocnal Conference on Population and
Development, with particular reference to relevant paragraphs of the Programme I
of Action of the Conference. 14/ In most countries, the neglect of women‘s I
eproductive rights severely limits their opportunities in public and private |
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life, including opportunities for education and economic and political ! in some countries, over-medicating of women’s life events is common, leading to
The ability of women to control their own fertility forms an e unnecessary surgical intervention and inappropriate medication.

empowerment.
important basis for the enjoyment of other rights. \Shared responsibility

between women and men in matters related to sexual and reproductive behaviour iz
also essential to improving women’s health. N

104. Statistical data on health are often not systematically collected,
disaggregated and analysed by age, sex and socio-economic status and by
) established demographic criteria used to serve the interests and solve the

98. HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases, the transmission of wh: problems of subgroups, with particular emphasis on the vulnerable and

is sometimes a consequence of sexual violence, are having a devastating effect marginalized and other relevant variables. Recent and reliable data on the
{ on women's health, particularly the health of adolescent girls and young women, mortality and morbidity of women and conditions and diseases particularly

~ They often do not have the power to insist on safe and responsible sex practi affecting women are not available in many countries. Relatively little is known

, and have little access to information and services for prevention and treatm about how social and economic factors affect the health of girls and women of
| Women, who represent half of all adults newly infected with HIV/AIDS and othe all ages, about the provision of health services to girls and women and the
| sexually transmitted diseases, have emphasized that social vulnerability and patterns of their use of such services, and about the value of disease
l unecqual power relationships between women and men are obstacles to safe sex, prevention and health promotion programmes for women. Subjects of importance to
' their efforts to control the spread of sexually transmitted diseases. The women’s health have not been adequately researched and women’s health research

consequences of HIV/AIDS reach beyond women’s health to their role as mothers = often lacks funding. Medical research, on heart disease, for example, and

and caregivers and their contribution to the economic support of their familie epidemiological studies in many countries are often based solely on m;n- the

The social, developmental and health consequences of HIV/AIDS and other sexua. are not gender specific. Clinical trials involving women to establish l;asicy

transmitted diseases need to be seen from a gender perspective. X information about dosage, side-effects and effectiveness of drugs, including
contraceptives, are noticeably absent and do not always conform to ethical
standards for research and testing. Many drug therapy protocols and other
medical treatments and interventions administered to women are based on research
on men without any investigation and adjustment for gender differences.

99. Sexual and gender-based violence, including physical and psychological
abuse, trafficking in women and girls, and other forms of abuse and sexual

exploitation place girls and women at high risk of physical and mental tzrauma,
disease and unwanted pregnancy. Such situations often deter women from using

health and other services. 105. In addressing inequalities in health status and ufiequal access to and

inadequate health-care services between women and men, Governments and other
actors should promote an active and visible policy of mainstreaming a gender
perspective in all policies and programmes, so that, before decisions are taken
an analysis is made of the effects for women and men, respectively. ’

100. Mental disorders related to marginalization, powerlessness and poverty,
along with overwork and stress and the growing incidence of domestic violence
well as substance abuse, are among other health issues of growing concern to
women. Women throughout the world, especially young women, are increasing t
use of tobaceco with serious effects on their health and that of their childrem
Occupational health issues are also growing in importance, as a large number
women work in low-paid jobs in either the formal or the informal labour market
under tedious and unhealthy conditions, and the number is rising. Cancers of
the breast and cervix and other cancers of the reproductive system, as well a :
infertility affect growing numbers of women and may be preventable, or curable,

if detected early.

.

Strategic objective C.1. Incr women*’ ss throughout t
life cycle to appropriate, affordable
and guality health care, information
and related services

o VR

Actions to be taken

106. By Governments, in collaboration with non-governmental organizations and

employers’' and workers’ organizations and with the support of international

institutions: :
!

101. With the increase in life expectancy and the growing number of older wor
their health concerns require particular attention. The long-term health
prospects of women are influenced by changes at menopause, which, in combinatit
with life-long conditions and other factors, such as poor nutrition and lack of
physical activity, may increase the risk of cardiovascular disease and
osteoporcosis. Other diseases of ageing and the interrelationships of ageing
disability among women also need particular attention.

P e T ——

{(a) Support and implement the commitments made in the Programme of Action r
of the International Conference on Population and Development, as ’
1

———"

established in the report of that Conference and the Copenhagen
Declaration on Social Development and Programme of Action of the World
Summit for Social Development 15/ and the obligations of States
parties under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women and other relevant international
agreements, to meet the health needs of girls and women of all ages;

P——

102. Women, like men, particularly in rural areas and poor urban areas, are
increasingly exposed to environmental health hazards owing to environmental
catastrophes and degradation. Women have a different susceptibility to variocus
environmental hazards, contaminants and substances and they suffer different

consequences from exposure to them.
(b} Reaffirm the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable

standards of physical and mental health, protect and promote the

attainment of this right for women and girls and incorporate it in
?ational legislation, for example; review existing legislation, i
including health legislation, as well as policies, where necessary, to |

103. The quality of women's health care is often deficient in various ways,
depending on local circumstances. Wcmen are frequently not treated with
respect, nor are they guaranteed privacy and confidentiality, nor do they alwaj
receive full information about the options and services available. Furthermo
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(c}

(@)

(e)

(£}

(9)

(h)

(1)

reflect a commitment to women's health and to ensure that they meet
the changing roles and responsibilities of women wherever they resid
Design and implement, in cooperation with women and community-based
organizations, gender-sensitive health programmes, including
decentralized health services, that address the needs of women
throughout their lives and take into account their multiple roles and
responsibilities, the demands on their time, the special needs of
rural women and women with disabilities and the diversity of women’s
needs arising from age and socio-economic and cultural differences,
among others; include women, especially local and indigenous women,
the identification and planning of health-care priorities and
programmes; remove all barriers to women’s health services and pro
a broad range of health-care services;

Allow women access to social security systems in equality with men
throughout the whole life cycle; -4
Provide more accessible, available and affordable primary health-care
services of high quality, including sexual and reproductive health
care, which includes family planning information and services, and
giving particular attention to maternal and emergency obstetric care,
as agreed to in the Programme of Action of the International 1
Conference on Population and Development; \

Redesign health information, services and training for health workers
so that they are gender-sensitive and reflect the user’'s perspective
with regard to interpersonal and communications skills and the user’
right to privacy and confidentiality; these services, information and
training should be based on a holistic apprecach;

Ensure that all health services and workers conform to human rights
and to ethical, professional and gender-sensitive standards in the
delivery of women’s health services aimed at ensuring responsible,
voluntary and informed consent; encourage the development,
implementation and dissemination of codes of ethics guided by existi
international codes of medical ethics as well as ethical principles
that govern other health professicnals;

Take all appropriate measures to eliminate harmful, medically
unnecessary or coercive medical interventions, as well as 7
inappropriate medication and over-medication of women, and ensure that
all women are fully informed of their options, including likely '
benefits and potential side-effects, by properly trained personnel;

Strengthen and reorient health services, particularly primary health
care, in order to ensure universal access to quality health services
for women and girls; reduce ill health and wmaternal morbidity and

achieve world wide the agreed-upon goal of reducing maternal mortality
by at least 50 per cent of the 1990 levels by the year 2000 and a
further one half by the year 2015; ensure that the necessary services
are available at each level of the health system and make reproducti
health care accessible, through the primary health-care system, to al
individuals of appropriate ages as soon as possible and no later than
the year 2015; A

(i)

(k}

(1)

{m)

{n})

{o)

{p)

Recognize and deal with the health impact of unsafe abortion as a
major public health concern, as agreed in paragraph 8.25 of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and

Development; 14/

In the light of paragraph 8.25 of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development, which states:
“"In no case should abortion be promoted as a method of family
planning. All Governments and relevant intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations are urged to strengthen their
commitment to women’s health, to deal with the health impact of unsafe
abortion 16/ as a major public health concern and to reduce the
recourse to abortion through expanded and improved family-planning
services. Prevention of unwanted pregnancies must always be given the
highest priority and every attempt should be made to eliminate the
need for abortion. Women who have unwanted pregnancies should have
ready access to reliable information and compassionate counselling.
Any measures or changes related te abortion within the health system
can only be determined at the national or local level according to the
national legislative process. In circumstances where abortion is not
against the law, such abortion should be safe. 1In all cases, women
should have access to quality services for the management of
complications arising from abortien. Post-abortion counselling,
education and family-planning services should be offered promptly,
which will alsc help to avoid repeat abortiong&", consider reviewing
laws containing punitive measures against women who have undergone
illegal abortions;

Give particular attention to the needs of girls, especially the
promotion of healthy behaviour, including physical activities; take
specific measures for closing the gender gaps in morbidity and
mortality where girls are disadvantaged, while achieving
internationally approved goals for the reduction of infant and child
mortality - specifically, by the year 2000, the reducticn of mortality
rates of infants and children under five years of age by one third of
the 1990 level, or 50 to 70 per 1,000 live births, whichever is less;
by the year 2015 an infant mortality rate below 35 per 1,000 live
births and an under-five mortality rate below 45 per 1,000;

Ensure that girls have continuing access to necessary health and
nutrition information and services as they mature, to facilitate a
healthful transition from childhood to adulthood;

Develop information, programmes and services to assist women to
understand and adapt to changes associated with ageing and to address
and treat the health needs of older women, paying particular attention
to those who are physically or psychologically dependent;

Ensure that girls and women of all ages with any form of disability
receive supportive services;

Formulate special policies, design programmes and enact the
legislation necessary to alleviate and eliminate environmental and
occupational health hazards associated with work in the home, in the
workplace and elsewhere with attention to pregnant and lactating
womern ;
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(a)

(r)

(s)

(t)

(u)

(v)

{w)

(x)

(y)

Integrate mental health services into primary health-care systems or
other appropriate levels, develop supportive programmes and train
primary health workers to recognize and care for girls and women of
all ages who have experienced any form of violence especially domes
violence, sexual abuse or other abuse resulting from armed and
non-armed conflict;

Promote public information on the benefits of breast-feeding; examine
ways and means of implementing fully the WHO/UNICEF International Code
of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes, and enable mothers to bres
feed their infants by providing legal, economic, practical and
emotional support;

Establish mechanisms to support and involve non-governmental

organizations, particularly women’s organizations, professional groups
p P g 14

and other bodies working to improve the health of girls and women, in
government policy-making, programme design, as appropriate, and 4
implementation within the health sector and related sectors at all
levels;

. 3 - o
Support non-governmental organizations working on women‘’s health and
help develop networks aimed at improving coordination and
collaboration between all sectors that affect health; |

Rationalize drug procurement and ensure a reliable, continuous supply
of high-quality pharmaceutical, contraceptive and other supplies and
equipment, using the WHO Model List of Essential Drugs as a guide,
ensure the safety of drugs and devices through national regulatory
drug approval processes;

Provide improved access to appropriate treatment and rehabilitation
services for women substance abusers and their families;

Promote and ensure household and national food security, as
appropriate, and implement programmes aimed at improving the
nutritional status of all girls and women by implementing the
commitments made in the Plan of Action on Nutrition of the
International Conference on Nutrition, 17/ including a reduction wo
wide of severe and moderate malnutrition among children under the age
of five by one half of 1990 levels by the year 2000, giving special
attention to the gender gap in nutrition, and a reduction in iron
deficiency anaemia in girls and women by one third of the 19%0 levels
by the year 2000;

Ensure the availability of and universal access to safe drinking water
and sanitation and put in place effective public distribution systems
as soon ag possible;

Ensure full and equal access to health-care infrastructure and
services for indigenous women.

— 40 —

| ———_ S ——

T —— e E——

Strategic objective C.2. Strengthen preventive programmes
that promote women'’'s health

Actions to be taken

107. By Governments, in cooperation with non-governmental organizations, the
mass media, the private sector and relevant international organizations,
including United Nations bodies, as appropriate:

(a) Give priority to both formal and informal educational programmes that
support and enable women to develop self-esteem, acquire knowledge,
make decisions on and take responsibility for their own health,
achieve mutual respect in matters concerning sexuality and fertility
and educate men regarding the importance of women's health and
well-being, placing special focus on programmes for both men and women
that emphasize the elimination of harmful attitudes and practices,
including female genital mutilation, son preference (which results in
female infanticide and prenatal sex selection), early marriage,
including child marriage, violence against women, sexual exploitation,
sexual abuse, which at times is conducive to infection with HIV/AIDS
and other sexually transmitted diseases, drug abuse, discrimination
against girls and women in food allocation and other harmful attitudes
and practices related to the life, health and well-being of women, and
recognizing that some of these practices can be vioclations of human
rights and ethical medical principles;

{b) Pursue social, human development, education and employment policies to
eliminate poverty among women in order to reduce their susceptibility
to ill health and to improve their health;

{(c) Encourage men to share equally in child care and household work and to
provide their share of financial support for their families, even if
they do not live with them;

{d) Reinforce laws, reform institutions and promote norms and practices
that eliminate disc¢rimination against women and encourage both women
and men to take responsibility for their sexual and reproductive
behaviour; ensure full respect for the integrity of the perscon, take
action to ensure the conditions necessary for women to exercise their
reproductive rights and eliminate coercive laws and practices;

(e) Prepare and disseminate accessible information, through public health
campaigns, the media, reliable counselling and the education system,
designed to ensure that women and men, particularly young people, can
acquire knowledge about their health, especially information on
sexuality and reproduction, taking into account the rights of the
child to access to information, privacy, confidentiality, respect and
informed consent, as well as the responsibilities, rights and duties
of parents and legal guardians to provide, in a manner consistent with
the evolving capacities of the child, appropriate direction and
guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and in conformity with the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women; ensure that in all actions concerhing children, the best
interests of the child are a primary consideration;
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(p) Ensure that medical school curricula and other health-care training
include gender-sensitive, comprehensive and mandatory courses on
women'’s health;

(f) Create and support programmes in the educational system, in the :
workplace and in the community to make opportunities to participate ip
sport, physical activity and recreation available to girls and women
of all ages on the same basis as they are made available to men and“r

boys; , (g) Adopt specific preventive measures to protect women, youth and
R -3 children from any abuse - sexual abuse, exploitation, trafficking and
(g) Recognize the specific needs of adolescents and implement specificﬂ? violence, for example - including the formulation and enforcement of
appropriate programmes, such as education and information on sexual & laws, and provide legal protection and medical and other assistance.
and reproductive health issues and on gsexually transmitted diseases,
! including HIV/AIDS, taking into account the rights of the child and
v the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents as stated in Strategic objective C.3. Undertake gender-sensitive initiatives
| paragraph 107 (e) above; that address sexually transmitted
diseases, HIV/AIDS, and sexual and
(h} Develop policies that reduce the disproportionate and increasing reproductive health issues
burden on women who have multiple roles within the family and the
community by providing them with adequate support and programmes from Actions to be taken

health and social services;
108. By Governments, international bodies including relevant United Nations

(i) Adopt regulations to ensure that the working conditions, including organizations, bilateral and multilateral donors and non-governmental
remuneration and promotion of women at all levels of the health organizations:
system, are non-discriminatory and meet fair and professional
standards to enable them to work effectively;

(a) Ensure the involvement of women, especially those infected with
HIV/AIDS or other sexually transmitted diseases or affected by the
HIV/AIDS pandemic, in all decision-making relating to the development,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of ﬁblicies and programmes !
on HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases; i

() Ensure that health and nutritional information and training forp an
integral part of all adult literacy programmes and school curricula
! from the primary level;

(b) Review and amend laws and combat practices, as appropriate, that may
contribute to women‘s susceptibility to HIV infection and other
sexually transmitted diseases, including enacting legislation against i
those socio-cultural practices that contribute to it, and implement |
legislation, policies and practices to protect women, adolescents and ‘

[’
|

(k) Develop and undertake media campaigns and informaticn and educatio:
programmes that inform women and girls of the health and related ris
of substance abuse and addiction and pursue strategies and program
that discourage substance abuse and addiction and promote
rehabilitation and recovery;

young girls from discrimination related to HIV/AIDS;

(1) Devise and implement comprehensive and c¢oherent programmes for the
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of osteoporosis, a condition that
predominantly affects women;

(c) Encourage all sectors of society, including the public sector, as wall
as international organizations, to develop compassionate and
supportive, non-discriminatory HIV/AIDS-related policies and practices

(m} Establish and/or strengthen programmes and services, including media; that protect the rights of infected individuals; [
campaigns, that address the prevention, early detection and treatment i
of breast, cervical and other cancers of the reproductive system; (d) Recognize the extent of the HIV/AIDS pandemic in their countries, i

taking particularly into account its impact on women, with a view to
ensuring that infected women do not suffer stigmatization and

(n) Reduce environmental hazards that pose a growing threat to health, ‘
discrimination, including during travel; ‘

especially in poor regions and communities; apply a precautionary
approach, as agreed to in the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development, adopted by the United Nations Conference on Environment.
and Development, 18/ and include reporting on women's health risks
related to the environment in monitoring the implementation of
Agenda 21; 18/

(e} Develop gender-sensitive multisectoral programmes and strategies to
end social subordination of women and girls and to ensure their social
and economic empowerment and equality; facilitate promotion of
programmes to educate and enable men to assume their responsibilities
to prevent HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases;

(o) Create awareness among women, health professionals, policy makers
the general public about the serious but preventable health hazards
stemming from tobacco consumption and the need for regulatory and
education measures to reduce smoking as important health promotion
disease prevention activities;

|
|
(f} Facilitate the development of community strategies that will protect |
women of all ages from HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases; |&
provide care and support to infected girls, women and their families :
and mobilize all parts of the community in response to the HIV/AIDS
pandemic to exert pressure on all responsible authorities to respond
in a timely, effective, sustainable and gender-sensitive manner;
|
|




(g)

(h)

(i)

(1

(k)

(1)

{m})

(n)

(o)

Support and strengthen national capacity to create and improve ge
sensitive policies and programmes on HIV/AIDS and other sexually
transmitted diseases, including the provision of resources and
facilities to women who find themselves the principal caregivers or
economic support for those infected with HIV/AIDS or affected by
pandemic, and the survivors, particularly children and older persa

Provide workshops and specialized education and training to parents,
decision makers and opinion leaders at all levels of the community,
including religious and traditional authorities, on prevention of
HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases and on their
repercussions on both women and men of all ages;

Give all women and health workers all relevant information and
education about sexually transmitted diseases including HIV/AIDS a
pregnancy and the implications for the baby, including breast-feed;:

Assist women and their formal and informal organizations to establ
and expand effective peer education and outreach programmes and to’
participate in the design, implementation and monitoring of these
programmes;

Give full attention to the promotion of mutually respectful an
equitable gender relations and, in particular, to meeting thenr
educational and service needs of adolescents to enable them to deal i;
a positive and responsible way with their sexuality; >

Design specific programmes for men of all ages and male adolescents
recognizing the parental roles referred to in paragraph 107 (e) abo
aimed at providing complete and accurate information on safe and
responsible sexual and reproductive behaviour, including voluntary,
appropriate and effective male methods for the prevention of HIV/AIDS
and other sexually transmitted diseases through, inter alia,
abstinence and condom use;

Ensure the provision, through the primary health-care system, of
universal access of couples and individuals to appropriate and
affordable preventive services with respect to sexually transmitted
diseases, including HIV/AIDS, and expand the provision of counselling
and voluntary and confidential diagnostic and treatment services for
women; ensure that high-quality condoms as well as drugs for the
treatment of sexually transmitted diseases are, where possible,
supplied and distributed to health services;

Support programmes which acknowledge that the higher risk among women
of contracting HIV is linked to high-risk behaviour, including
intravenous substance use and substance-influenced unprotected and
irresponsible sexual behaviour, and take appropriate preventive
measures;

Support and expedite action-oriented research on affordable methods,
controlled by women, to prevent HIV and other sexually transmitted
diseases, on strategies empowering women to protect themselves from
sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, and on methods of
care, support and treatment of women, ensuring their invelvement in

all aspects of such research; |

(p)

Support and initiate research which addresses women’s needs and
gituations, including research on HIV infection and other sexually
transmitted diseases in women, on women-controlled methods of
protection, such as non-spermicidal microbicides, and on male and
female risk-taking attitudes and practices.

Strategic objective C.4. Promote research and disseminate
information on women’s health

actions to be taken

109. By Governments, the United Nations system, health professions, research
institutions, non-governmental crganizations, donors, pharmaceutical industries

and the mass media, as appropriate:

(a)

(b)

(c}

(d)

{e)

(£)

(g)

Train researchers and introduce systems that allow for the use of data
collected, analysed and disaggregated by, among other factors, sex and
age, other established demographic criteria and socio-economic
variables, in policy-making, as appreopriate, planning, monitoring and
evaluation;

Promote gender-sensitive and women-centred health research, treatment
and technology and link traditional and indigenous knowledge with
modern medicine, making information available to women to enable them
to make informed and responsible decisions;

Increase the number of women in leadership positions in the health
professions, including researchers and scientists, to achieve equality

at the earliest possible date;

Increase financial and other support from all sources for preventive,
appropriate biomedical, behavioural, epidemiological and health
service research on women's health issues and for research on the
social, economic and political causes of women’s health problems, and
their consequences, including the impact of gender and age
inequalities, especially with respect to chronic and non-communicable
diseases, particularly cardiovascular diseases and conditions,
cancers, reproductive tract infections and injuries, HIV/AIDS and
other sexually transmitted diseases, domestic violence, occupational
health, disabilities, environmentally related health problems,
tropical diseases and health aspects of ageing;

Inform women about the factors which increase the risks of developing
cancers and infections of the reproductive tract, so that they can
make informed decisions about their health;

Support and fund social, economic, political and cultural research on
how gender-based inequalities affect women'’'s health, including
etiolegy, epidemiology, provision and utilization of services and
eventual outcome of treatment;

Support health service systems and operations research to strengthen

access and improve the quality of service delivery, to ensure
appropriate support for women as health-care providers and to examine
patterns with respect to the provision of health services to women and

use of such services by women;
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(h)

: (1)

(i)

(k)

(1)

(a)

(b)

Actions to be taken

110. By Governments at all levels and, where appropriate, in cooperation with
non-governmental organizations, especially women’'s and yocuth organizations:

give special attention to the reproductive and sexual health of girls
urban areas;
Develop innovative approaches to funding health services through

promoting community participation and local financing; increase, where
necessary, budgetary alleccatiocns for community health centres and

Provide financial and institutional support for research on safe,
effeétive, affordable and acceptable methods and technologies for
reproductive and sexual health of women and men, including more saf
effective, affordable and acceptable methods for the regulation of
fertility, including natural family planning for both sexes, methods
to protect against HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases
and simple and inexpensive methods of diagnosing such diseases, among
others; this research needs to be guided at all stages by users and
from the perspective of gender, particularly the perspective of wom
and should be carried out in strict conformity with internationally
accepted legal, ethical, medical and scientific standards for
biomedical research;

Since unsafe abortion 16/ is a major threat to the health and life
women, research to understand and better address the determinants a
consequences of induced abortion, including its effects on subsequent
fertility, reproductive and mental health and contraceptive practice,
should be promoted, as well as research on treatment of complicatio
of abortions and post-abortion care;

Acknowledge and encourage beneficial traditional health care,
especially that practised by indigenous women, with a view to
preserving and incorporating the value of traditional health care in
the provision of health services, and support research directej
towards achieving this aim;

Develop mechanisms to evaluate and disseminate available data and
research findings to researchers, policy makers, health professionals
and women’s groups, among others;

Monitor human genome and related genetic research from the perspective
of women’s health and disseminate information and results of studies
conducted in accordance with accepted ethical standards.

Increase resources and monitor
follow-up for women’'s health

Strategic objective C.5.

Increase budgetary allocations for primary health care and social
services, with adequate support for secondary and tertiary levels, and

and women and give priority to health programmes in rural and poor

community-based programmes and services that address women’s specific
health needs;

(c) Develop local health services, promoting the incorperation of
gender-sengitive community-based participation and self-care and
specially designed preventive health programmes;

Develop goals and time-frames, where appropriate, for improving
women's health and for planning, implementing, monitoring and
evaluating programmes, based on gender-impact assessments using
qualitative and guantitative data disaggregated by sex, age, other
established demographic criteria and socio-economic variables;

{d)

Establish, as appropriate, ministerial and inter-ministerial
mechanisms for monitoring the implementation of women’s health policy
and programme reforms and establish, as appropriate, high-level focal
points in national planning authorities responsible for monitoring to
ensure that women’s health concerns are mainstreamed in all relevant
government agencies and programmes.

(e}

111. By Governments, the United Nations and its specialized agencies,
international financial institutions, bilateral donors and the private sector,

as appropriate:

Formulate policies favourable to investment in women’s health and,
where appropriate, increase allocations for such investment;

(a)

(b} Provide appropriate material, financial and 1dgistical assistance to
youth non-governmental organizations in order to strengthen them to
address youth concerns in the area of health, including sexual and
reproductive health;

Give higher priority to women’s health and develop mechanisms for
coordinating and implementing the health objectives of the Platform
for Action and relevant international agreements to ensure progress.

(c}

D. Violence against women

112. Violence against women is an obstacle to the achievement of the objectives
of equality, development and peace. Violence against women both violates and
impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by women of their human rights and
fundamental freedoms. The long-standing failure to protect and promote those
rights and freedoms in the case of violence against women is a matter of concern
to all States and should be addressed. Knowledge about its causes and
consequences, as well as its incidence and measures to combat it, have been
greatly expanded since the Nairobi Conference. In all societies, to a greater
or lesser degree, women and girls are subjected to physical, sexual and
psychological abuse that cuts across lines of income, class and culture. The
low social and economic status of women can be both a cause and a consequence of

violence against women.

113. The term *violence against women" means any act of gender-based violence
that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological
harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or
arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life.
Accordingly, violence against women encompasses but is not limited to the
following:




jnformation, aid or protection; the lack of laws that effectively prohibit
violence against women; failure to reform existing laws; inadequate efforts on
the part of public authorities to promote awareness of and enforce existing
jaws; and the absence of educational and other means to address the causes and
consequences of violence. Images in the media of violence against women, in
particular those that depict rape or sexual slavery as well as the use of women
and girls as sex objects, including pornography, are factors contributing to the
continued prevalence of such violence, adversely influencing the community at
iarge, in particular children and young people.

(a) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the famil
including battering, sexual abuse of female children in the house]
dowry-related violence, marital rape, female genital mutilation ang
other traditional practices harmful to women, non-spousal violence
violence related to exploitation; :

(b) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the
general community, including rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassmen
intimidation at work, in educational institutions and elsewhere,
trafficking in women and forced prostitution; 119. Developing a holistic and multidisciplinary approach to the challenging

task of promoting families, communities and States that are free of violence

against women is necessary and achievable. Equality, partnership between women
and men and respect for human dignity must permeate all stages of the
socialization process. Educational systems should promote self-respect, mutual

respect, and cocoperation between women and men.

(c) Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or condoneﬁt
the State, wherever it occurs. f

114. Other acts of violence against women include violation of the human ri
of women in situations of armed conflict, in particular murder, systematic rs
sexual slavery and forced pregnancy. 120. The absence of adequate gender-disaggregated data and statistics on the
incidence of violence makes the elaboration of programmes and monitoring of
changes difficult. Lack of or inadequate documentation and research on domestic
violence, sexual harassment and viclence against women and girls in private and
in public, including the workplace, impede efforts to design specific
intervention strategies. Experience in a number of countries shows that women
and men can be mobilized to overcome violence in all its forms and that
effective public measures can be taken to address both“the causes and the
consequences of violence. Men's groups mobilizing against gender violence are

necessary allies for change.

115. Acts of violence against women also include forced sterilization and forg
abortion, coercive/forced use of contraceptives, female infanticide and prenata
sex selection.

116. Some groups of women, such as women belonging to minority groups,
indigenous women, refugee women, women migrants, including women migrant |
workers, women in poverty living in rural or remote communities, destitute
women, women in institutions or in detention, female children, women with
disabilities, elderly women, displaced women, repatriated women, women living”i
poverty and women in situations of armed conflict, foreign occupation, wars o
aggression, civil wars, terrorism, including hostage-taking, are alsc '
particularly vulnerable to viclence.

121. Women may be vulnerable to violence perpetrated by persons in positions of
authority in both conflict and non-conflict situations. Training of all
officials in humanitarian and human rights law and the punishment of
perpetrators of violent acts against women would help to ensure that such
violence does not take place at the hands of public officials in whom women
should be able to place trust, including police and prison officials and
security forces.

117. Acts or threats of violence, whether occurring within the home or in the
community, or perpetrated or condoned by the State, instil fear and insecurity
in women’s lives and are cbstacles to the achievement of eguality and for '
development and peace, The fear of violence, including harassment, is a
permanent constraint on the mobility of women and limits their access to : 122. The effective suppression of trafficking in women and girls for the sex
resources and basic activities. High social, health and economic costs to the trade is a matter of pressing international concern. Implementation of the
individual and society are associated with violence against women. Violence 1949 Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the

against women is one of the crucial social mechanisms by which women are forc Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others, 20/ as well as other relevant

into a subordinate position compared with men. In many cases, violence agaii instruments, needs to be reviewed and strengthened. The use of women in

women and girls occurs in the family or within the home, where violence is oft international prostitution and trafficking networks has become a major focus of
tolerated. The neglect, physical and sexual abuse, and rape of girl children international organized crime. The Special Rapporteur of the Commission on

and women by family members and other members of the household, as well as ,l Human Rights on viclence against women, who has explored these acts as an
incidences of spousal and non-spousal abuse, often go unreported and are thus additicnal cause of the violation of the human rights and fundamental freedoms
difficult to detect. Even when such violence is reported, there is often a of women and girls, is invited to address, within her mandate and as a matter of
failure to protect victims or punish perpetrators. urgency, the issue of international trafficking for the purposes of the sex
trade, as well as the issues of forced prostitution, rape, sexual abuse and sex
tourism. Women and girls who are victims of this international trade are at an
increased risk of further violence, as well as unwanted pregnancy and sexually
transmitted infection, including infection with HIV/AIDS.

118. Violence against women is a manifestation of the historically uneqgual
relations between men and women, which have led to domination over and
discrimination against women by men and to the prevention of women’s full
advancement. Violence against women throughout the life cycle derives
essentially from cultural patterns, in particular the harmful effects of cert:
traditicnal or customary practices and all acts of extremism linked to race,
sex, language or religion that perpetuate the lower status accorded to womeni
the family, the workplace, the community and society. Violence against women X
exacerbated by social pressures, notably the shame of denouncing certain acts
that have been perpetrated against women; women’'s lack of access to legal

123. In addressing violence against women, Governments and other actors should
pPromote an active and visible policy of mainstreaming a geﬁder perspective in
all policies and programmes so that before decisions are taken an analysis may
be made of their effects on women and men, respectively.
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Actions to be taken

124. By Governments:

(a)

{b)

{c)

(d)

{e)

(£}

(g)

(h)

Strategic objective D.1. Take i r measures to prevent an

iminate violen inst women .

Condemn violence against women and refrain from invoking any custom,
tradition or religious consideration to aveid their obligations with
respect to its elimination as set out in the Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence against Women;

Refrain from engaging in violence against women and exercise due

diligence to prevent, investigate and, in accordance with national
legislation, punish acts of violence against women, whether those acts
are perpetrated by the State or by private persons; Y

Enact and/or reinforce penal, civil, labour and administrative
sanctions in domestic legislation to punish and redress the wrongs
done to women and girls who are subjected to any form of violence,
whether in the home, the workplace, the community or society;

Adopt and/or implement and periodically review and analyse legislation
to ensure its effectiveness in eliminating violence against wo i
emphasizing the prevention of violence and the prosecution of
offenders; take measures to ensure the protection of women subjected
to violence, access to just and effective remedies, including .
compensation and indemnification and healing of victims, and
rehabilitation of perpetrators;

Work actively to ratify and/or implement international human rights
norms and instruments as they relate to violence against women,
including those contained in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, 21/ the Internmational Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, 13/ the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, 13/ and the Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; 22/ it

o %K e B

Implement the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of ”
Discrimination against Women, taking into account general

recommendation 19, adopted by the Committee on the Elimination of B
Discrimination against Women at its eleventh session; 23/

Promote an active and visible policy of mainstreaming a gender
perspective in all policies and programmes related to violence against
women; actively encourage, support and implement measures and i
programmes aimed at increasing the knowledge and understanding of the
causes, consequences and mechanisms of violence against women among
those responsible for implementing these policies, such as law
enforcement officers, police personnel and judicial, medical and

social workers, as well as those who deal with minority, migration and

refugee issues, and develop strategies to ensure that the
revictimization of women victims of violence does not occur because
gender-insensitive laws or judicial or enforcement practices; .

Provide women who are subjected to violence with access to the

mechanisms of justice and, as provided for by national legislation, to
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(i)

(3)

(k)

(1)

{m)

{n)

{0}

(p)

(q)

(r)

just and effective remedies for the harm they have suffered and inform
women of their rights in seeking redress through such mechanisms;

Enact and enforce legislation against the perpetrators of practices
and acts of violence against women, such as female genital mutilation,
female infanticide, prenatal sex selection and dowry-related violence,
and give vigorous support to the efforts of non-governmental and
community organizations to eliminate such practices;

Formulate and implement, at all appropriate levels, plans of action to
eliminate violence against women;

Adopt all appropriate measures, especially in the field of education,
to modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and
women, and to eliminate prejudices, customary practices and all other
practices based on the idea of the inferiority or superiority of
either of the sexes and on stereotyped roles for men and women;

Create or strengthen institutional mechanisms so that women and girls
can report acts of violence against them in a safe and confidential
environment, free from the fear of penalties or retaliation, and file
charges;

Ensure that women with disabilities have accg§s,to information and
services in the field of violence against women;

Create, improve or develop as appropriate, and fund the training
programmes for judicial, legal, medical, social, educatiocnal and
police and immigrant personnel, in order to avoid the abuse of power
leading to violence against women and sensitize such personnel to the
nature of gender-based acts and threats of violence so that fair
treatment of female victims can be assured;

Adopt laws, where necessary, and reinforce existing laws that punish
pelice, security forces or any other agents of the State who engage in
acts of viclence against women in the course of the performance of
their duties; review existing legislation and take effective measures
against the perpetrators of such violence;

Allocate adequate resources within the government budget and mobilize
community resources for activities related to the elimination of
violence against women, including resources for the implementation of
plans of action at all appropriate levels;

Include in reports submitted in accordance with the provisions of
relevant United Nations human rights instruments, information
pertaining to violence against women and measures taken to implement
the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women;

Cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on
Human Rights on violence against women in the performance of her
mandate and furnish all information requested; cooperate also with
other competent mechanisms, such as the Special Rapporteur of the
Commission on Human Rights on torture and the Special Rapporteur of
the Commission on Human Rights on summary, extrajudiciary and
arbitrary executions, in relation to violence against women;




(s}

Recommend that the Commission on Human Rights renew the mandate of
Special Rapporteur on violence against women when her term ends in
1997 and, if warranted, to update and strengthen it.

125. By Governments, including local governments, community organizations,

non-governmental organizations, educational institutions, the public and privat

sectors, particularly enterprises, and the mass media, as appropriate:

{a)

(b)

{c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g}

(h)

(1)

(3)

Provide well-funded shelters and relief support for girls and women
subjected to violence, as well as medical, psychological and other
cocunselling services and free or low-cost legal aid, where it is
needed, as well as appropriate assistance to enable them to find a
means of subsistence;

Establish linguistically and culturally accessible services for
migrant women and girls, including women migrant workers, who are
victims of gender-based violence;

Recognize the vulnerability to violence and other forms of abuse of

women migrants, including women migrant workers, whose legal status ij
the host country depends on employers who may exploit their situation;

Support initiatives of women’s organizations and non-governmental
organizations all over the world to raise awareness on the issue of
violence against women and to contribute to its elimination;

Organize, support and fund community-based education and training
campaigns to raise awareness about vioclence against women as a
violation of women’s enjoyment of their human rights and mobilize

local communities to use appropriate gender-sensitive traditional -ﬁﬁ

innovative methods of conflict resolution;

Recognize, support and promote the fundamental role of intermediate
institutions, such as primary health-care centres, family-planning
centres, existing school health services, mother and baby protection
services, centres for migrant families and so forth in the field of
information and education related to abuse;

Organize and fund information campaigns and educational and training?
programmes in order to sensitize girls and boys and women and men te

the personal and social detrimental effects of violence in the fami %
community and society; teach them how to communicate without violence

and promote training for victims and potential victims so that they
can protect themselves and others against such violence;

Disseminate information on the assistance available to women and
families who are victims of violence;

Provide, fund and encourage counselling and rehabilitation programmes

for the perpetrators of violence and promote research to further
efforts concerning such counselling and rehabilitation so as to
prevent the recurrence of such violence;

Raise awareness of the responsibility of the media in promoting
non-stereotyped images of women and men, as well as in eliminating
patterns of media presentation that generate violence, and encourage
those responsible for media content to establish professional '
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127.

guidelines and codes of conduct; also raise awareness of the important
role of the media in informing and educating people about the causes
and effects of violence against women and in stimulating public debate
on the topic.

126. By Governments, employers, trade unions, community and youth organizations
and non-governmental organizations, as appropriate:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Develop programmes and procedures to eliminate sexual harassment and
other forms of violence against women in all educaticnal institutions,
workplaces and elsewhere;

Develop programmes and procedures to educate and raise awareness of
acts of violence against women that constitute a crime and a violation
of the human rights of women;

Develop counselling, healing and support programmes for girls,
adolescents and young women who have been or are involved in abusive
relationships, particularly those who live in homes or institutions
where abuse occurs;

Take special measures to eliminate violence against women,
particularly those in vulnerable situations, such as young women,
refugee, displaced and internally displaced women, women with
disabilities and women migrant workers, including enforecing any
existing legislation and developing, as appropriate, new legislation
for women migrant workers in both sending and receiving countries.

By the Secretary-General of the United Nations:

Provide the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on
violence against women with all necessary assistance, in particular
the staff and resources required to perform all mandated functions,
especially in carrying out and following up on missions undertaken
either separately or jointly with other special rapporteurs and
working groups, and adequate assistance for periodic consultations
with the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
and all treaty bodies.

128. By Governments, international organizations and non-governmental
organizations:

Encourage the dissemination and implementation of the UNHCR Guidelines

on the Protection of Refugee Women and the UNHCR Guidelines on the

Prevention of and Response to Sexual Violence against Refugees.

Strategic objective D.2. Study the causes and consequences of

viclence against women and the
effectiveness of preventive measures

Actions to be taken

}29. By Governments, regional organizations, the United Nations, other
international organizations, research institutions, women’s and youth
organizations and non-governmental organizations, as appropriate:
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(a)

(b)

{c)

(d)

(a)

(b)

{ec)

{d)

(e}

Actions to be taken

130. By Governments of countries of origin, transit and destination, regional
and international organizations, as appropriate:

Promote research, collect data and compile statistics, especially
concerning domestic violence relating to the prevalence of different
forms of violence against women, and encourage research into the
causes, nature, seriousness and consequences of violence against
and the effectiveness of measures implemented to prevent and redre

violence against women;
Disseminate findings of research and studies widely;

Support and initiate research cn the impact of violence, such as r:
on women and girl children, and make the resulting information and

statistics available to the public;

Encourage the media to examine the impact of gender role stereotypes,
including those perpetuated by commercial advertisements which foste
gender-based violence and inequalities, and how they are transmitted
during the life cycle, and take measures to eliminate these negative
images with a view to promoting a violence-free society.

Eliminate trafficking in women and
assist victims of vioclence due to
prostitution and trafficking '

Strategic objective D.3.

Consider the ratification and enforcement of international convent:
on trafficking in persons and on slavery;

Take appropriate measures to address the root factors, including
external factors, that encourage trafficking in women and girls for

prostitution and other forms of commercialized sex, forced marriages|
and forced labour in order to eliminate trafficking in women,

including by strengthening existing legislation with a view to
providing better protection of the rights of women and girls and to
punishing the perpetrators, through both criminal and civil measur

Step up cooperation and concerted action by all relevant law L :
enforcement authorities and institutions with a view to dismantling

national, regional and international networks in trafficking;

Allocate resources to provide comprehensive programmes designed to
heal and rehabilitate into society victims of trafficking, includi
through job training, legal assistance and confidential health car
and take measures to cooperate with non-governmental organizations !
provide for the social, medical and psychological care of the vict

of trafficking;

Develop educational and training programmes and policies and consi
enacting legislation aimed at preventing sex tourism and trafficki
giving special emphasis to the protection of young women and child

E. Women and armed conflict

131. An environment that maintains world Peace and promotes and protects human
rights, democracy and the peaceful settlement of disputes, in accordance with
the principles of non-threat or use of force against territorial integrity or
political independence and of respect for sovereignty as set forth in the
Charter of the United Nations, is an important factor for the advancement of
women. Peace is inextricably linked with equality between women and men and
dev?lopma?t. Armed and other types of conflicts and terrorism and hostage-
taking still persist in many parts of the world. Aggression, foreign
occupation, ethnic and other types of conflicts are an ongoing reality affecting
women and men in nearly every region. Gross and systematic violations and
situations that constitute serious cbstacles to the full enjoyment of human
rights continue to occur in different parts of the world. Such violations and
obstacles include, as well as torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment
or pun%shment, summary and arbitrary executions, disappearances, arbitrary
detent%ons, all forms of racism and racial discrimination, foreign occupaticn
and.allen domination, xenophobia, poverty, hunger and other denials of economic
soc§al and cultural rights, religious intolerance, terrorism, discrimination ’
against women and lack of the rule of law. International humanitarian law
prohibiting attacks on civilian populations, as such, is at times systemat;call
ignored and human rights are often violated in connection with situations of .
armed conflict, affecting the civilian population, especially women childreﬁ
tge elderly and the disabled. Violations of the humamr rights of woéen in ’
?1tuations of armed conflict are violations of the fundamental principles of
international human rights and humanitarian law. Massive violations of human
rights, ?specially in the form of genocide, ethnic cleansing as a strategy of
wgr and its consequences, and rape, including systematic rape of women in war
situations, creating a mass exodus of refugees and displaced persons, are
abhorrent practices that are strongly condemned and must be stopped immediatel
while perpetrators of such crimes must be punished. Some of these situations Z;
armed conflict have their origin in the conquest or colonialization of a country
by another State and the perpetuation of that colonization through state and
military repression.

1?2. The Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 1949, and the Additional Protocels of 1977 24/ provide that
wome? shall especially be protected against any attack on tﬁgir honour, in
particular against humiliating and degrading treatment, rape, enforced'
pProstitution or any form of indecent assault. The Vienna Declaration and
Program@e of Action, adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights, states
that Tv1olations of the human rights of women in situations of armed‘conflict
are V}olations of the fundamental principles of international human rights and
humanitarian law". 25/ All violations of this kind, including in particular
murd?r, rape, including systematic rape, sexual slavery and forced pregnancy
rgqulr? a particularly effective response. Gross and systematic violations and
Situations that constitute sericus obstacles to the full enjoyment of human
rights continue to occur in different parts of the world. Such violations and
cbstacles include, as well as torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment
Or summary and arbitrary detention, all forms of racism, racial discrimination,

~ Xenophobia, denial of economic, social and cultural rights and religious

intolerance.

;2z; :2?1ations ?f hu?an rights in situations of armed conflict and military

righss :og ﬁre v%olaFlons of the funqame?ta} principles of international human

i n uman%tarlan law as embodied in international human rights
Struments and in the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the Additional Protocols
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thereto. Gross human rights violations and policies of ethnic cleansing in
torn and occupied areas continue to be carried out. These practices have

created, inter alia, a mass flow of refugees and other displaced persons in need
of international protection and internally displaced persons, the majority of
whom are women, adolescent girls and children. Civilian victims, mostly women
and children, often outnumber casualties among combatants. In addition, women;
often become caregivers for injured combatants and find themselves, as a rESul;
of conflict, unexpectedly cast as sole manager of household, scle parent, and
caretaker of elderly relatives.

134. In a world of continuing instability and violence, the implementation of
3! cooperative approaches to peace and security is urgently needed. The equal
access and full participation of women in power structures and their full
involvement in all efforts for the prevention and resolution of conflicts are
) essential for the maintenance and promotion of peace and security. Although
| women have begun to play an important role in conflict resolution, peace- keeplgf
1
r

) and defence and foreign affairs mechanisms, they are still underrepresented in '
decision-making positions. If women are to play an equal part in securing and
maintaining peace, they must be empowered politically and econcmically and
represented adequately at all levels of decision-making.

135. While entire communities suffer the consequences of armed conflict and
terrorism, women and girls are particularly affected because of their status 1n
society and their sex. Parties to conflict often rape women with lmpunle
sometimes using systematic rape as a tactic of war and terrorism. The i
violence against women and violation of the human rights of women in such
situations is experienced by women of all ages, who suffer displacement, loss .T
home and property, loss or involuntary disappearance of close relatives, povert?
and family separation and disintegration, and who are victims of acts of murderi
terrorism, torture, involuntary disappearance, sexual slavery, rape, sexual -
abuse and forced pregnancy in situations of armed conflict, especially as a
result of policies of ethnic cleansing and other new and emerging forms of
violence. This is compounded by the life-long social, economic and
psychologically traumatic consequences of armed conflict and foreign occupation
and alien domination.

act of

136. Women and children constitute some 80 per cent of the world‘s millions of
refugees and other displaced persons, including internally displaced persons. 3
They are threatened by deprivation of property, goods and services and
deprivation of their right to return to their homes of origin as well as by
violence and insecurity. Particular attention should be paid to sexual violence
against uprooted women and girls employed as a method of persecution in
systematic campaigns of terror and intimidation and forcing members of a
particular ethnic, cultural or religious group to flee their homes. Women may
alsoc be forced to flee as a result of a well-founded fear of persecution for 3
reasons enumerated in the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and
the 1967 Protocol, including persecution through sexual violence or other
gender-related persecution, and they continue to be vulnerable to violence and
exploitation while in flight, in countries of asylum and resettlement and during
and after repatriation. Women often experience difficulty in some countries
asylum in being recognized as refugees when the claim is based on such
persecution.

137. Refugee, displaced and migrant women in most cases display strength,
endurance and resourcefulness and can contribute positively to countries of
resettlement or to their country of origin on their return. They need to be
appropriately involved in decisions that affect them.

138, Many women’s non-governmental organizations have called for reductions in
military expenditures world wide, as well as in international trade and
trafficking in and the proliferation of weapons. Those affected most negatively
by conflict and excessive military spending are people living in poverty, who
are deprived because of the lack of investment in basic services. Women living
in poverty, particularly rural women, also suffer because of the use of arms
that are particularly injurious or have indiscriminate effects. There are more
than 100 million anti-personnel land-mines scattered in 64 countries globally.
The negative impact omr development of excessive military expenditures, the arms
trade, and investment for arms production and acquisition must be addressed. At
the same time, maintenance of naticnal security and peace is an important factor
for economic growth and development and the empowerment of women.

139. Dyring times of armed conflict and the collapse of communities, the role of
women 1s crucial. They often work to preserve social order in the midst of
armed and other conflicts. Women make an important but often unrecognized
contribution as peace educators both in their families and in their societies.

140. Education to foster a culture of peace that upholds justice and tolerance
for all nations and peoples is essential to attaining lasting peace and should
be beggn at an early age. It should include elements of conflict resolution
mediation, reduction of prejudice and respect for diversity. ‘

141. In addressing armed or other conflicts, an active and visible policy of
mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and programmes should be

promoted so that before decisions are taken an analysis is made of the effects
on women and men, respectively.

Strategic objective E.1. Increase the participation of women in

gonflict resolution at decision-making
levels and protect women living in
situations of armed and other conflicts
or under foreign occupation

Actions to be taken

}42..By Governments and international and regional intergovernmental
institutions:

(a) Take action to promote equal participation of women and equal
opportunities for women to participate in all forums and peace
?ctivities at all levels, particularly at the decision-making level,
including in the United Nations Secretariat with due regard to
equitable geographical distribution in accordance with Article 101 of
the Charter of the United Nations;

(b) Integrate a gender perspective in the resolution of armed or other
conflicts and foreign occupation and aim for gender balance when
nominating or promoting candidates for judicial and other positions in
all relevant internmational bodies, such as the United Nations
International Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda and
the International Court of Justice, as well as in cther bodies related
to the peaceful settlement of disputes;

{c) Ensu;e that these bodies are able to address gender issues properly by
providing appropriate training to prosecutors, judges and other




Strategic objective E.2.

Actions to be taken

143. By Governments:

{a)

(b)

{c)

(d)

{e)

officials in handling cases involving rape, forced pregnancy in
gituations of armed conflict, indecent assault and other forms of
violence against women in armed conflicts, including terrorism, and

integrate a gender perspective into their work.

Reduce excesgive military expenditures

and ntrol the availability of
armaments

Increase and hasten, as appropriate, subject to national security
considerations, the conversion of military resources and related
industries to development and peaceful purposes;

Undertake to explore new ways of generating new public and private
financial resources, inter alia, through the appropriate reduction of
excessive military expenditures, including global military y
expenditures, trade in arms and investment for arms production and ;
acquisition, taking into consideration national security regquirements,
so as to permit the possible allocation of additional funds for ociq@-
and economic development, in particular for the advancement of w H

Take action to investigate and punish members of the police, security
and armed forces and others who perpetrate acts of violence against
women, violations of intermatiocnal humanitarian law and violations of
the human rights of women in situations of armed conflict; J

While acknowledging legitimate national defence needs, recognize and
address the dangers to society of armed conflict and the negative
effect of excessive military expenditures, trade in arms, especially
those arms that are particularly injurious or have indiscriminate
effects, and excessive investment for arms production and acquisiti
similarly, recognize the need to combat illicit arms trafficking,
violence, crime, the production and use of and trafficking in illici
drugs, and trafficking in women and children;

gt

Recognizing that women and children are particularly affected by the
indiscriminate use of anti-personnel land-mines:

(i) Undertake to work actively towards ratification, if they have not
already done so, of the 1981 Convention on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May
Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate
Effects, particularly the Protocol on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby Traps and Other Devices
{Protocol II}, 26/ with a view to universal ratification by the

year 2000;

(ii) Undertake to strongly comnsider strengthening the Convention to
promote a reduction in the casualties and intense suffering
caused to the civilian population by the indiscriminate use of

land-mines;

{£)

(iii) Uhdgr?ake to promote assistance in mine clearance, notably by
facilitating, in respect of the means of mine-clearing, the
exchange of information, the transfer of technology and the

promotion of scientific research;

{iv) Within t?e United Nations context, undertake to support efforts
to coo;dlnaFe a common response programme of assistance in
de-mining without unnecessary discrimination;

(v) Adopt at the earliest possible date, if they have not already
?one 80, a moratorium on the export of anti-personnel land-mines
including to non-governmental entities, noting with satisfaction'
that many States have already declared moratoriums on the export
transfer or sale of such mines; '

{vi) Undertake to encourage further international efforts to seek
solutions to the problems caused by antipersonnel land-mines
with a view to their eventual elimination, recognizing that ’
States can move most effectively towards this goal as viable and
humane altermatives are developed;

Recognizing the leading role that women have played in the peace
movement :

(i) Wor% actively towards general and complefe disarmament under
strict and effective international control;

{(ii) Support negotiations on the conclusion, without delay, of a
universal and multilaterally and effectively verifiable
c?mprehensiVE nuclear-test-ban treaty that contributes to nuclear
disarmament and the prevention of the proliferation of nuclear
weapons in all its aspects;

(iii) Pending the entry into force of a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban
treaty, exercise the utmost restraint in respect of nuclear
testing.

Promote non-vioclent fo of conflict
resclution and reduce the incidence
o? human rights abuse in conflict
situations

Strategic cobjective E.3.

Actions t e taken

144. By Governments:

(a)

Consider the ratification of or accession to international instruments
?ontaining provisions relative to the protection of women and children
in armed conflicts, including the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 1949, the Protocols
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 relating to the
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I)
and to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts
(Protocol II); 24/




