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“Confidence is everywhere the parent of despotism - free government is

founded in jealousy, and not in confidence"

- Thomas Jefferson
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“Independence for a national institution can never mean a total lack of
connection to the State.......... The founding law of a national institution
will identify specific links with the State and define the limits within
which the institution is to function. All institutions are necessarily
restricted by their links with the State and by the need to conform to

their legislative mandates.”
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"A complaints mechanism should clearly define the subject-matter of admissible
complaints, i.e. the type of action which can be the basis for complaint . ............. In
all cases, the subject-matter of admissible complaints should be specified as
precisely as possible, avoiding a vaguely worded mandate or a mandate

subject to excessively broad interpretation. "
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“It is not common for a human rights commission to be granted authority

to impose a legally binding outcome on parties to a complaint.”
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“The new institution should therefore be structured in such a way as to
complement existing bodies, not to compete with them. ............ The
ability of a national institution to receive and act on complaints should
therefore be seen as an additional measure of security-a complementary
mechanism established to ensure that the rights of all citizens are fully

protected.”
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