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Why is the Convention important?

The International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of
All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families breaks new ground by
extending protection for migrant workers and members of their families
world-wide. It also goes beyond simply applying existing human rights
legislation to a specific category of individuals,

The Convention advances how the international community
conceives of the application of human rights in its provisions for "equality of
treatment” between women and men migrant workers, between documented
and undocumented workers, and between nationals and non-nationals,

Its importance may be highlighted by these 10 points:

a.. The Convention recognizes the critical role which the
migration of workers plays in the global economy. This affects a host of
political, social, economic, ethical and legal issues for millions of individuals
and numerous States which cannot be ignored. Yet migrant workers remain a
largely unprotected group in the international community.

a. Today, migrant workers and their families are often
disregarded by their countries of origin, exploited by individuals, and have
limited rights in States of employment where they are non-nationals. The
Convention identifies migrant workers and members of thejr families as
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vulnerable persons in a global situation who are in need of the protection of
their human rights and are entitled to the enjoyment of such rights regardless
of their legal status. It extends human rights law to a specific category of
individuals who currently lack protection. Its provisions would extend a
measure of human rights protection to other categories of vulnerable migrants
as well.

b.. The Convention is the most comprehensive international
instrument to date on migrant workers. It provides a set of international
standards to address (a) the treatment, welfare and rights of migrant workers
and members of their families and (b) the obligations and responsibilities of
States involved. These include sending States, States of transit, and host
States, all of which benefit from the international migration of workers.
Bilateral and regional agreements are important, but insufficient in addressing
this global matter.

c.. The global community has for the first time an international
definition of migrant worker, one which recognizes both men and women as
migrants. The Convention also provides definitions of certain categories of
migrant workers that are applicable to every region of the world.

d.. Migrant workers are considered more than laborers or
economic entities. They are social entities with families. The Convention
recognizes that they have rights accordingly, including that of family
reunification.

e.. The Convention emphasizes that all migrant workers, whether
in a documented or undocumented situation, are to be accorded fundamental
human rights. It is inclusive of all migrant workers regardless of their legal
status, but encourages their being in a documented or regular situation. It
encourages all workers and employers to respect and comply with the laws
and procedures of the States concerned. '

f.. The Convention also extends the concept of "equality of
treatment” by calling for migrant workers and members of their families who
are non-nationals in States of employment to be treated equally to nations
in certain situations. It thus reinforces the indivisibility of human rights
regardless of nationality and national borders. Non-nationals, however, are

- 180 -

not to have more rights than nationals.

. g.. It seeks to establish minimum standards of protection in legal,
political, economic, civil, social and cultural rights for migrant workers and
members of their families which are universally acknowledged, while enabling
StatesthatdesimsompmvideaddiﬁmalpmtecﬁmMSpecjﬁcamas.Heme
italsoseekstoaddressthoseStatesthatlacknaﬁonalstammﬂsofhunm
rights protection and encourages them to bring their legislation in closer
tl;]aﬁ:mrfy with universal standards set forth in the Convention. States retain
m:;rd;:cgﬁtmdeme who is adunttadtothéroountriesandtheirtﬂmsof

o h.. Overall, the Convention seeks to play a role in preventing and
elm?l-mung the exploitation of all migrant workers and members of their
families throughout the entire migration process. In particular, it seeks to put
anemitotheﬂlegalorclambsﬁneremﬁmmtandhafﬁckingofmigmnt
workers and to discourage the employment of migrant workers in an irregular
or undocumented situation.
| i.. Finally, the Convention establishes mechanisms for jts
implementation which provide new opportunities for increased participati
from the global communitytoprotecttherightsofnﬁgrant wa'kersamith;r.'n
families, especially NGOs and individuals.

Highlights of the Convention

Scope and definitions

a.. What extent of the migration experi
Convention cover? e, al

The Convention applies to the entire migration process of migrant
workers and members of their families. It extends them rights and protection
at al : i i

| stages preparation, recruitment, departure and transit; stay in States of

employment; and their return to and in original
resettlement in origi omelands
States of residence (Art. 1). : ) b
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a.. Who is a migrant worker? How do migrant workers differ
from other migrants?

Not all migrants are migrant workers. For the first time in an
international instrument, the Convention provides a definition of a migrant
worker centered on engagement in a "remunerated activity.” This definition is
broad and includes protection those who are planning to become migrant
workers, actually working outside their own country, or ending work abroad
and returning to their homelands.

It states, "The term 'migrant worker’' refers to a person who is
to be engaged, is engaged or has been engaged in a remunerated activity in
a State of which he or she is not a national” (Art. 2). Because each type of
migrant has distinct issues, those who migrate as political refugees,
employees of a State, students, investors, and so on should not be confused
with migrant workers and their specific needs and concerns.

The Convention also recognizes the importance of women
migrant workers in their own right in the definition of migrant worker.
Reference is made throughout the Convention to ensure the full applicability
of human rights legislation to female as well as male migrant workers and
members of their families.

a.. Are all migrant workers the same?

In addition to a general definition of migrant worker status, the
Convention recognizes the complexity of the migrant worker situation in the
contemporary world. It also provides definitions for specific categories of
migrant workers, such as "frontier worker,” "seasonal worker,” "project-tiet
worker,” and "self-employed worker (Art. 2).” The "self-employed worker”
category recognizes the large number of migrant workers who operate a small
family business by themselves or with other family members. Part V of th
Convention elaborates which rights are to apply to which categories of
migrant workers and members of the families.

. . a.. Why are family members included in the Convention? Who
is a family member of a migrant worker?

. In a forward step in human rights legislation, the Convention
considers migrant workers social entities as well as economic entities and
favors the reunification of families of migrant workers.

. It defines "members of the family” as "persons married to
nngl.-ant workers or having with them a relationship that, according to
applicable law, produces effects equivalent to marriage,” and their dependants
as reoogmzed by the Ilegislation of States concerned (Art. 4). This
terminology takes into consideration the different forms of family relations
globally. It also elaborates rights and protection to family members in a
range of situations, especially in the host country with the migrant workers.

a.. Does the Convention exclude anyone?
For those who meet the definition of migrant worker and member
of the family, the Convention has a nondiscrimination article and rejects
distinctions of any kind such as sex, race, color, language, religion, political

conviction, nationality, age, economic position, property, marital status, birth
or other status (Art. 7).

Rights of migrant workers and members of their families (1)

- The Convention defines the rights of migrant workers under two
main headings: the human rights of migrant workers and members of their
families (Part II) and other rights of migrant workers (Part IV). The human
rights are applicable to all migrant workers irrespective of their legal status
while the other rights are applicable only to migrant workers in a regular
situation. However, the Convention does not exclude illegal workers. It
contains provisions for the just treatment of illegal workers. .

Human rights of migrant workers and members of their families
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The Convention is not proposing new human rights exclusively
for migrant workers. Part Il of the Convention is a reiteration of the basic
rights which are enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
elaborated in the international human rights treaties now adopted by many
nations.

Why are they then repeated here? The Convention seeks to draw
the attention of the international community to the dehumanization of migrant
workers and members of their families, many of whom are deprived of their
basic human rights. Indeed, legislation implementing other basic treaties in
some States utilizes terminology covering citizens and/or residents, de jura
excluding many migrants, especially those in irregular situations.

Basic freedoms

Applying these fundamental rights to migrant workers and
members of their families, the Convention provides for their right to leave
and enter the State of origin (Art. I). The inhumane living and working
conditions and physical (and sexual) abuse that many migrant workers must
endure are covered by the reaffirmation of their right to life (Art. 9) and
prohibition against cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of punishment (Art.
10) as well as slavery or servitude and forced or compulsory labor (Art. 11).

Migrant workers are also entitled to basic freedoms like the

freedom of thought, conscience and religion (Art. 12), and the right to hold
and express opinions (Art. 13). Their property should not be confiscated
arbitrarily (Art. 15).

Due process

The Convention then goes on to explain in detail the need to

ensure due process for migrant workers and members of their families (Art.
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16 - 20). Investigations, arrests and detentions are to be carried out in
accordance with established procedures. Their right to equality with nationals
oftheStatebeforethecourtsanduibmmlsnmstberespected.Theymstbe
provided with necessary legal assistance, interpreters and information in a
languageunderstoodbyﬁmWhenimmsingasentmwe,himmﬂtaﬁan
considerations regarding the person's migrant status should be taken into
account. The arbitrary expulsion of migrant workers is prohibited (Art. 22).

Right to privacy

A migrant workm-ismﬁﬂedmhisorherhonm'andreputaﬁon
and also to privacy, which extends to one's bome, family and all
communications (Art. 14).

Equality with nationals

hﬁgrmltworka'sm'etobetreatedasequaltothenaﬁmmlsofthe
host country in respect of remuneration and conditions of work [overtime,
hours of work, weekly rest, holidays with pay, safety, health, termination of
work contract, minimum age, restrictions on home work, etc. (Art. 25)].

Equality with nationals extends also to social security benefits
(Art. 27) and emergency medical care (Art. 28).

Transfer of earnings

On completion of their term of employment, migrant workers have

ﬂleﬁghttou-ansfa-ﬂmirmﬁngsmdsavingsasweﬂastheirpa'soml
effects and belongings (Art. 32).

Right to information
’I'heyhavetheﬁghthobeinfcxmedbyt}wStatescmcm:ed
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about their rights arising from the present Convention as well as the
conditions of their admission, and their rights and obligations in those States.
Such information should be made available to migrant workers free of charge
and in a language understood by them (Art. 33). !

Other rights of migrant workers and members of their families
who are documented or in a regular situation X

By providing for additional rights for migrant workers
members of their families in a regular situation, the Convention seeks to
discourage illegal labor migration. Improvements in the situation of legal
migrant workers would be an incentive for persons seeking overseas
employment to enter the overseas labor market legally.

Right to be temporarily absent

Migrant workers should be allowed to be temporarily absent,
reasons of family needs and obligations, without effect on their authori

to stay or work.
Freedom of movement

They have the right to move freely in the territory of the
of employment and also to choose where they wish to reside (Art. 39).

Equality with nationals for access to educational,
------- vocational and social services

In addition to the areas mentioned in Article 25, migrant v
and members of their families shall enjoy equality with nationals of the
of employment in the following areas: access to education, vocati
guidance and placement services, vocational training, retraining, housif
including social housing schemes, protection against exploitation in respect @
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rents, social and health services, cooperatives and self-managed enterprises,
access to and participation in cultural life (Art. 43). Members of the families

of migrant -wm'kers also shall enjoy equality with national of States of
employment in having access to these services (Art. 45).

- Mif;rant workers shall enjoy equality of treatment in respect of
protection against dismissal, unemployment benefits, access to public work
schemes intended to combat unemployment and access to alternative

employment in the event of loss of work or terminati erated
e tion of other remun
activity (Art. 54).

Employment contract violations

When work contracts are violated by the employer, the migrant
worker has the right to address his or her case to the competent authorities
in the State of employment (Art. 54 (d). And they shall have the right to
equal treatment with nationals and be entitled to a fair and public hearing by
a competent, independent and impartial tribunal established by law (Art. 18.1).

Rights of irregular (‘illegal’) workers

e The Convention recognizes that "the human problems involved in
migration are even more serious in the case of irregular migration” and the
need to encourage appropriate action “to prevent and eliminate clandestine
movefnents and trafficking in migrant workers, while at the same time
assuring the protection of their fundamental rights” (Preamble).

. As measures for preventing and eliminating illegal labor
migration, the Convention proposes that the States concerned should
CO-llaborate in taking appropriate actions against the dissemination of
misleading information relating to emigration and immigration, to detect and
eradicate illegal or clandestine movements of migrant workers and impose
Sanctions on those who are responsible for organizing and operating such
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movements as well as employers of illegal migrant workers (Art. 68).
However, the fundamental rights of undocumented migrant workers are

protected by the Convention (Art. 8 - 35).
Duties of all State Parties

Just as in the case of other international instruments, the
successful implementation of the Convention hinges on the political will of
the States concerned. The United Nations Organization does not have the
sower to enforce it in the territories of its member States. The UN system.
can only set standards and establish policy-making or monitoring bodies
such as the UN Commission on Human Rights and the respective treaty

bodies.
Once a State ratifies the Convention, it undertakes not only to

reaffirm these underlying principles, but also to put its provisions i

they become legally binding within the State. Then, there are certain pra
measures which both sending and receiving States are required to e
individually or in cooperation with each other.

Nondiscrimination

Both sending and receiving States are obliged to B
nondiscriminatory in enabling migrant workers and members of their famil
within their territories or jurisdiction to enjoy the rights set forth in
Convention (Art. 7). Nondiscrimination extends to migrant workers' sex,
nationality, color, language, religion as well as to one’s convictions, ag
economic position, property, marital status, etc.

Promotion of sound equitable, humane and lawful conditions:
connection with international migration of workers and members of the

families

_1m_

States concerned are required to consult and collaborate with one
another to ensure better living and working conditions for migrant workers
and their families. Account must also be taken of their social economic,

cultural and other needs as well as i igrati
Impact of migration on the communiti
concerned (Art. 64). @ e

Appropriate services must be maintained by the States
concerned for:

® the formulation and implementation of migration policies;

= the exchange of information, consultation and cooperation
between competent authorities of States concerned;

= the provision of appropriate information to employers and
workers on policies and laws concerning migration;

® the provision of adequate consular servi

ces to meet the i

cultural and other needs of migrants; pis
. ® the regulation of recruitment of migrant workers by restricting
it to public services or bodies of the States concerned and through private
agencies and employers and their agents, subject to authorization, approval
and supervision (Art. 65 & 66).

States concerned are required to consult and collaborate

In preventing and eliminating illegal and clandestine movements of
labor by:

. ' '- taldngappropﬁatenmsmagainstﬂwedissenﬁnaﬁonof
misleading information relating to emigration and immigration;

= taking appropriate measures to detect eradi illegal

labor migration; ™ e

® imposing sanctions on persons and entities, including

employers, who are responsible for illegal movements of migrant workers
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(Art. 68).

States concerned shall take necessary measures, not less
favorable than those applied to nationals, to ensure that migrant workers and
members of their families are provided with working and living conditions in
keeping with standards of fitness, safety, health and human dignity (Art. 70).

Provision of information

If migrant workers are to benefit from the provisions of the
Convention, they must know what it is all about. All other rights depend on
their right to adequate, relevant and factual information. Hence, the sending
and receiving countries are required to provide information to migrant
workers regarding the rights arising from the Convention (Art. 33). :

Moreover, the sending and receiving States are also obliged to
provide information to migrant workers, before their departure or entry into a
receiving State, about the following: applicable conditions of their admissi
stay and employment; rights and duties under the law in the receiving State:
other matters that will facilitate their compliance with the requirements in the
receiving country; competent authority to whom recourse may be made for
any change of these conditions (cf. also Art. 37). :

Provision of relevant information to migrant workers should be
free of charge and in a language understood by them.

Such information should be disseminated to others involved in the
migration process as well: employers, trade unions and other relevani
institutions and organizations. -

Institutions to address the needs of migrant workers

States concerned must establish institutions for the purpose @
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taking into account the special needs, aspirations and obligations of migrant
workers and enable them to be represented in these institutions (Art. 41),

Remittances, and tax and customs duty exemptions

The States concerned must permit and facilitate the transfer of
the migrant workers’ earnings and savings to their States of origin (Art. 47).

Migrant workers and members of their families should not be
made to pay taxes higher than those imposed on nationals. They shall enjoy
equality with other nationals in the States concerned in regard to tax
deductions and allowances. States should also consider the possibility of
avoiding double taxation for migrant workers (Art. 48).

The States concerned must consider the possibility of granting
exemptions of migrant workers and members of their families from customs
duties and taxes on their personal and household effects and equipment
required for the remunerated activity in the State of employment (Art. 46)

Duties particular to sending countries

Emigration of workers

Persons seeking employment abroad should be allowed to leave
and enter the country of origin (Art. 8).

Pre-departure information

Before the departure of workers and members of their families to

the States of employment, they must be fully informed of all conditions
applicable to their admission, stay and employment as well as other
requirements (Art. 37).
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Exercise of political rights of migrants

States of origin must facilitate the exercise of the right of
migrant workers and members of their families to participate in public affairs,
vote and be elected in elections in their home countries. (Art. 41).

Provision of adequate consular services

Sending States should provide adequate consular and other
servioesrequiredtomeetﬂwsocialecomnﬁqculhmlarﬂoﬂlaneedsd
their migrant workers and members of their families (Art. 65.2).

Regulation of recruitment

Recruitment of workers for overseas employment should be

regulated by restricting it to public services or bodies of the sending State.

Recruitment by agencies, employers and their agents should be subject to
authorization, approval and supervision (Ar. 66). :

Resettlement of migrant workers

Migrant workers and members of their families, including illegal
migrants, must be assisted to make an orderly return to their home count: ies.
The States of origin must take appropriate measures to promote adk
economic conditions for their resettlement, and social and culturd
reintegration (Art. 67).

Duties particular to States of employment

Liberty and security of persons

Migrant workers and their families, including those arrested
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detained, must be given protection against violence and other forms of
harassment by private individuals, public officials, groups or institutions (Art.
16 and 17).

Working and living conditions

Working and living conditions of migrant workers must be in
keeping with the standards of fitness, safety, health and principles of human
dignity (Art. 70).

Confiscation of property

Migrant workers and members of their families should not be
arbiuaﬂlydepﬁvedofﬂneirmupe:ty.lftheirassetsmtobeoonﬁscated

under the laws of the State of employment, adequate compensation must be
paid (Art. 15).

Equal status with nationals

Migrant workers and members of their families must be enabled
to enjoy equality with nationals of the State of employment before the courts
of law and tribunals (Art. 18). Equality with nationals shall also apply to
remuneration, conditions of work, e.g. overtime, hours of work, weekly rest,
holidays with pay, safety, termination of contract, etc. (Art. 25) as well as
fu:ess to education, vocational training, guidance and placement, housing
including social housing schemes, social and health services (Art. 43) and
social security (Art. 27).

Children of migrant workers, including those of illegal workers,
:*‘:hall also be given equality with nationals in gaining access to education,
including preschool education (Art. 30).

Trade union activities
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The States of employment must permit migrant workers and
members of their families to join or form trade unions and associations for
the protection of their economic, social, cultural and other rights (Art. 26).

Protection of their personal documents
States of employment must ensure that the identity documents,
work and residence permits of migrant workers are not confiscated or

destroyed by unauthorized persons and that their passports are not destroyed
by anyone (Art. 24).

Family reunification
States of employment shall consider the possibility of enabling the
members of the family to join the migrant worker, in order to protect the
unity of the family (Art. 44).
States” application of the Convention

Reporting

The States concerned are required to submit a report to the
Committee on the Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members

on the legislative, judicial, administrative and other measures they have taken
to implement the provisions of the Convention. Thereafter, reports must be
submitted every five years or whenever the Committee so requests (Art. 73).

No compulsion on migrant workers to renounce their rights
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arising from the Convention (Art. 82).

' Moreover, the States concerned must ensure the recognition of
the rights of migrant workers and members of their families, and ide
effective remedies for violations of such rights (Art. 83). i

Notes:

(1) The remaining text in this chapter is excerpted from the
Migrant Forum in Asia publication "Ratifying UN Convention Protecting
Migrant Workers” MIGRANT WOMEN Quest for Justice.

' (2) The Committee js the treaty body for the Convention. By
adhering to a treaty, States Partiesagmetoemageinadialoguewﬁthﬁe
relevant treaty body. They assume a legal obligation to submit periodic "State
reports” outlining the legislative, Judicial, administrative and other measures
they have taken to ensure the enjoyment of the rights contained in the treaty
Treaty bodies normally examine State reports in the presence oé
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Migrant's Rights are Human Righs!
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MFA statement for the Intemationl Solidarty Dey

Migrants’ Rights are Human Rights!

Uphold Migrants' Rights! Ratify the UN  Convention on the Protection of Al Migrant
Workers and Their Families!

December 18th, 1998 marks the second year in which we celebrate the Intemational
Solidarity Day with Migrant  Workers. Today we, the Migrant Forum in Asia, a
network of over 40 migrant advocacy and support  groups from South,  Southeast
and East Asia, come together in our respective countries to  show our solidarity
with migrant workers, to  continue to forge a migrants movement, and to cal on
the  intemational community 1o recognize the basic rights of all migrant  workers by
ratifying the United  Nations Convention on the Protection of Al Migrant Workers and
Their Families.

Migrants are  human beings.  Migrants are, therefore, entitied to the same human
nghts enjoyed by all peoples all over the world,

These rights are  enshrined in the  Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Covenant on  Civi and Political Rights, the Intemational Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and other international treaties, In fact,
December 10 marks the 50h anniversary of the Universal Declaration and is
celebrated  annually as Human Rights day.

Migrants are workers. As workers, migrants are covered by the intemationally recognized
labor  laws and standards including the right to organize, form associations, demonstrate,
not be discriminated against, and to be paid equal wages for equal work,

Women  migrant  workers’ rights are further promoted by intemational conventions
against discrimination which recognize the value and central contribution of women in
society,

Migrant workers and their families have particular rights. These rights are enshrined in
the  Intemational  Convention on the Protection of Al Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families.
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This convention was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on

December 18, 1990 and guarantees the following rights: the nght to life; to freedom

to leave a oountry, and to enter and remain in one'scountry of origin; to protection

against  slavery, torture, and forced labor to  property; to freedom from ham; to

social security; to form and  join associatons and trade unions; 10 transfer

eamings and savings, etc.

National laws and policies are supposed to embody these intemational treaties

and standards to promote labor and women and migrant workers' rights. The labor

sending and receiving counties are supposed to implement migrant protection laws to

ensure just and fair treatment of migrant workers.

Also, bilateral labor agreements (BLA) and memoranda of understanding (MOU)

between sending and receiving countries are essential.

Unfortunately, there is a wide gap between the laws on paper and the actual situation
of migrant workers. Even the conventions stated above, limited as they are, have not
been ratified by many countries.

The 1990 migrants rights convention is the most dramatic example.

Eight years after its adoption, it is stil not in effect because only 10 countries out of the
20 requred have ratified.  In Asia, among the countries that import or export the
largest number of migrant workers, only Bangladesh, the Philippines and S Lanka have
ratfied the Convention. Due to these  reasons, there are countless violations of
migrants rights everywhere, everyday.

Therefore, we urge govemments to:

Protect the rights of all migrant workers!

Ratify the UN  Convention on the Protection of Al Migrant Workers and  Their
Families!
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are at least exacting more money from those who are going back For example, the
HimmenbassyinKUearaisedpaMrenewajratestomthberaﬂ
increased travel document fees from 29,000 won to 60,000 won for Filipino migrants.
Additionally, whereas the Korean currency curently drifts between 1400 won and 1600 won
tothedollar.memﬁppineermassymmmargeszxﬂv\mtomeddar.ln&Bmsa
of the Philippines, with over 2 million overseas contract workers sending bilions of US

dollars home

+ industrial accident rates are quite high, even among Korean workers: in 1993, 2210
Korean workers died from industrial accident; in 1994, it was 2678, in 1995, 2662, in 1996 it
was 2670 and as of October of 1997 2222 Korean workers died in industrial accident. It is
believed that migrant workers have a higher rate of industial accident owing o
discriminatory allotment of job tasks as well as language difficulty and lack of training.
wayyear.mtwoudtreﬁﬂmnesowenmtdomwnesﬁcumﬂmmf
even 1/4 of them decided to go back to the Philippines because of the Asian Financial
0isis?ﬂm,nigrantwkemarecaugﬁbetwem2wnﬁes,metrmisaﬁﬁng_
out and their own, which does not always want to reintegrate them back in. :
Mearwhile in Korea, migrants are falling victim to nonpayment of weges Of
delayed payment of wages. In some of these cases, the factory owner has indeed
harﬂmptandmntpay,hﬁinotherm,mpbyersareﬂtﬁnbinwag&e

anticipation that migrants will flee Korea In a JCMK sampling poll of only 10
worker centers over 10 days, 1,22 cases were reported in which Korean employers ark
brokers owed migrant workers 1,101,652561 Korean won. This figure does not count
amount owed migrants as compensation for industrial accident, and the total amount €
money exacted from migrants every ten days is probably higher. Meanwhile, hate crime
(meaningless beatings of migrants with baseball bats) have begun to emerge in Ansa
which is heavily populated with migrants (about 1 out of 10 migrants in Korea lives |
Ansan, and employment brokers are taking advantage of the finandial crisis by chargi
migrants $6000 to amange to smuggle them to Japan. In one case of broker fraud, in ea

them to the police who hauled them away to detention centers to be locked up befd
being deported. The Korean govemment also fines undocumented migrants as they %
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Mairpornaom,al)mnperyearmeyovastayadmm
To protest this penalty
| : System and the Labor Ministry's dragging i
processing migrants m,abom?&]nioantsheldarauyaan&fm?Myamnsmn
Cathedral on
Sunday, March 21, 1%.ﬂeycalledfortt‘euwemmtommme

unpaid industri i compensation opposition
i rial accident and lastly, they protested in ition t
Erl]:)loymentsystemannounedmhfamm 1998 plidc
ﬂweKoreangovemmnr'stwo—facedpoﬁcyhasbeentoinmnnau 1
migrant

lrajneesontheonehandvm.il i
' € pushing out o ized migrants wi
Koreasbbormarketam-rier one. B R B i

app@(f'mate the total migrant worker Population as 230,000. The broad

ﬂem;ng:n a::i Imeconcilable estimates reflects the reality that the najornygapofm mese
. orea are undocumented, On average it is estimated that 585
migrant workers are leaving Korea ciajhfbecauseofmeﬁrﬂ:ual IS bl
vulnerable small ang medium-sized factories which have C"S'& I\ﬂOSibankru:tm|r1< i
averageofabour150aday. bk e

. ' f d[im
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Asifitisno{enoughlhatlheIMFhasinpoeeditsaiipurpoaeforanyfinarﬂai
crisis, one-size-fits—all economic program (Tighten your belts and open your markets) on
KoreatorenaketMKoreanewm‘yh&eUSinage,thabogvenﬂ'egovamm
the mandate to unleash US style market tools in Korea which-unlike the US-has virtually
no social safety net (analogy from Kutiner, Washington Pos. Take unemployment insurance
foraxamb.Evethhtherewwmﬂwmmmproqmtoreformm
hademmte1£ﬂﬁunenﬂowmtkmramesdverm,aiymtﬁrdtoaema1&rdﬁe
workforce would actually be covered by unemployment insurance.

And massive retrenchment has become the reality. Korea's unemployment stood
at 25%, numbering 549,000 in February of 1996. As of February 27, 1997, it became 4.5%
numbering 934,000. The latest Labor Ministry statistics indicate unemployment exceeding
1.65 million or 8% of the total workforce (quoted in ICFTU-APRO Labour Flash 320/98). As
ammaemecbtobeadiveretmhhuaﬁreimegmmdthewmﬂoyedloavdd
cyclical unemployment becoming structural.

Labamistwstalisticsabomweshapiweaseshmmdwmbimsm
MMMMasumairmwdefmedwag&eﬂmemmedﬂQEh
January and 7980 in February. As the Korea Development Institute reports,
"The;ﬂiglﬂdﬁemﬁm’sniddbmﬂpoudasses,ﬁtbymesoaﬁmw&mm
mnﬁnguerrploymentarﬁsteepmgeaﬁsismpidywsermmely. In contrast,
m,memmmpembaemmm,mmmmmmnmmw
vaiasmvamentneasumtoscabdomimaitamemm"(mwinﬁemmmh
BMarch98). Agaﬂnstthisbadcdmp,Kaeanwukersandnigrammsareasldngme
are those responsible for the financial crisis and doubt whether IMF intervention will become
the opportunity for fundamental reform.
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